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ABSTRACT. An ethnobotanical study was conducted to investigate plant utilization by Akha
people in Huay Yuak Pa So village, Mae Salong Nai subdistrict, Mae Fah Luang district, and
in Ban Mai Patthana village, Wawee subdistrict, Mae Suai district, Chiang Rai province. The
study was carried out by interviewing local herbalists and undertaking field surveys in and
around the villages to record information about plants and their usages. Plants were photographed
and collected for identification. Many useful plant species were also collected for cultivation at
community plant germplasm banks. Two hundreds and nine species belonging to 85 families
are reported as being used by the members of either of the two villages. Of these, 147
species belonging to 68 families were found in the Huay Yuak Pa So village, 108 species
belonging to 57 families were found in the Ban Mai Patthana village, and 46 species belonging to
31 families were found in both villages. According to their uses, they are 67 species for food,
150 for medicine, 15 for ceremonial or ritual purposes and 20 for other purposes. Of these,
42 species have been used for multi-purposes. Some plant species and their uses reported
here were consistent with the previous studies and some had not been recorded formerly.
Interesting rare species and potential income-generating species, namely Rhynchanthus
longiflorus Hook.f., Paris polyphylla Sm., Clerodendrum chinense (Osb.) Mabb. var. simplex

(Mold.) S.L. Chen and Allium hookeri Thwaites var. hookeri, were observed.
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Zingiberaceae 14
Fabaceae 13
Asteraceae 12
Rubiaceae 11
Lamiaceae 10
Solanaceae 8
Euphorbiaceae 7
Araceae 6
Araliaceae, Dioscoreaceae, Poaceae, Rosaceae, Rutaceae 4
Alliaceae, Amaranthaceae, Apiaceae, Bignoniaceae, Cucurbitaceae, Lauraceae, 3

Melastomataceae, Moraceae, Myrtaceae, Theaceae
Acanthaceae, Anacardiaceae, Apocynaceae, Arecaceae, Basellaceae, 2

Caprifoliaceae, Costaceae, Iridaceae, Malvaceae, Meliaceae, Myrsinaceae,

Orchidaceae, Piperaceae, Polygonaceae, Scrophulariaceae, Sterculiaceae
Amaryllidaceae, Annonaceae, Asparagaceae, Balsaminaceae, Boraginaceae, 1

Bromeliaceae, Buddlejaceae, Campanulaceae, Cannaceae, Capparaceae,

Caricaceae, Chloranthaceae, Commelinaceae, Convallariaceae,

Convolvulaceae, Crassulaceae, Cyperaceae, Dilleniaceae, Elaeagnaceae,

Fagaceae, Gesneriaceae, Hemerocallidaceae, Hypoxidaceae, Leeaceae,

Menispermaceae, Musaceae, Nyctaginaceae, Oleaceae, Oxalidaceae,

Plantaginaceae, Polygalaceae, Polypodiaceae, Pontederiaceae, Rhamnaceae,

Salicaceae, Sapindaceae, Saururaceae, Smilacaceae, Stemonaceae,

Taccaceae, Tiliaceae, Trilliaceae, Ulmaceae, Urticaceae, Verbenaceae,

Vitaceae
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(Allium hookeri var. hookeri) 0. Taaan, f. aw; 4111 (Alpinia malaccensis) 4. G, 3. Taaan, a. LHa luHg;
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