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RHODODENDRON TAPPONICUM
Dr. J. B. Brueckner Saint John, New Brunswick

Hardly half a dozen Rhododendron species are native to Canada. Rhodod.endron
Iapponicuw is one of them.

This plant is almost circumpolar in its distribution, occuring in boreal forests and
tundras of Europe and America, probably also northwest Siberia and sporadically
in more southern latitudes (Mount Washington). It belongs to the lepidote
(scaly or small leaved) group of rhododendrons, According to botanical descrip-
tions it is a low growing, compact, much branched shrublet, a few inches to one
foot tall at the most. With its prostrate growth pattern it shares a characteristic
with many arctic and high alpine plants, a characteristic which enables these
plants to take advantage of the snow cover for added natural winter protection.
Leaves are l/3 to l/2 inch long, elliptic, oblong, densely scaly. Flowers are ap
proximately r/2 in diameter, purple in color and occur in few-flowered terminal
clusters.

My interest in this plant was aroused by a letter of Dietrich G. Hobbie, of
Northern Germany, the well known hybridizer and grower of rhododendrons. In
his letter he told me that on one of his visits to the Canadian Arctic, in the
vicinity of the Great Slave Lake, he stumbled upon a knee-deep stand of familiar
looking plants with purple flowers. On closer examinarion and to his great
surprise, these plants turned out to be rhododendrons, apparently a rather tall,
erect form of H.Iapponieuu+, growing up to almost 30 inches.

A study of climatic conditions of the Great Slave Lake area reveals that temper-
atures may drop as low as 70'F below zero (-60'C). Extremely cold, drying
winds are no exception to the Canadian Arctic. The mean annual snowfall in
this area is only 40 inches with probably substantially less lying on the ground
at any time during the winter. This means that for a good parr, and probably
even for the whole winter, the tops of the plants stay above the snow cover and
are fully exposed to the elements.

Indeed, this form of R.lapponicunc must possess exceptional cold hardiness and
is probably hardier than the type itself, which as a rule remains under the snow
cover during the winter. Therefore, I decided to try to obtain this plant for a
closer examination of its requirements, its potential as an ornamental garden
plant and for hybridization experiments. Obviously, the plants would have to be
collected in the wild. In this I am greatly indebted to Mrs. Anne Hutchinson,
Fort Smith, N.W.T. She was able to collect three fairly well grown plants and
get these to Saint John. Though one of the plants died (it had virtually no
roots and could not establish itself), the other two took the trip and the tremen-
dous change in the environment without any apparent ill effects.

All this happened in June, 1969. Since rhen, on the basis of my observations, I
can agree with Mr. Hobbie that this form of R,Iapponicurn is quite undemanding
and grows well under ordinary garden cultivation, provided that the usual re-
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are often not successful, possibly because this form is most likely a tetraploid.
However, in some of the offspring, which resulted from crosses with species (or

hybrids) of the Campylogynum, Lapponicum, Lepidotum and Saluenense series,
hybridity is evident.

R.kryponicutn is a Canadian native, one of the treasures of our Alctic flora.
Though not unattractive, it is a modest representative of the genus. It can cer-
tainly not compete with the beauty of many of the exotic imports to this country.
However, it does have something which the imports do not have and which
makes it of great value to Canadian gardeners; it has extreme cold resistance.
Even more important, it might be possible to combine its hardiness with the
desirable qualities of other lepidotes to bring more color and variety to gardens in
cold climates.

A FAST AND ACCURATE PROPAGAIION METHOD

R. Behring, Librarian Montreal

While reading one of the recent yearbooks of the Deutsche Rhododendron
Gesellschaft, I came across an article using boric acid as a propagation stimulant.
The trials were made in Germany, using small amounts of cuttings (about l0 per

variety) and a good cross section of many types of rhododendrons including

normally very hard to root red hybrids. A root development of between 90- 100%

per variety was achieved in all cases. Here is a summary of the method used

Tender new growth about 2" long is taken at the middle to end of May. A one
inch sliver of bark is removed from one side of the stem as far as the cambium.

The whole cutting is then immersed in a solution made by mixing I ccm of
(saturated boric acid solution) and 4 litres of narNwarrn, for a period of 24 hours.

The growing medium is an equal mixture of peat moss and perlite all well
moistened. Maximum humidity is needed, a plastic tent enclosing the mixture is

best. The planted cuttings should be in maximum light, but not direct sunlight.
The temperature should be held at 78"F. After three weeks all cuttings should
have developed a rootball.

It almost sounds too good to be true. Guess who is trying this method in the
coming growing season?
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tions. Heather, heaths, and dwarf conifers will be featured, not only for their
undoubted affinity with rockwork, but also because of their perfect scale relation-
ships for modem landscape use.

The Rhododendron and Azalea collections are well underway. These are located
near the southern boundary of the Garden and take up almost the entire length of
the site. The Rhododendrons are arranged according to hybrid ancestry, which
makes the planting informative as well as ornamental. The deciduous azaLea
collection is arranged to show the history of the development of hybrids. Thus
the species ancestors can be seen first, followed by the first hybrids and by the
progression to the most advanced modern hybrids.

Also of interest to Rhododendron fanciers is the Ericaceous Garden - an area

devoted mainly to heathers and heaths. The theme is an exposed rocky moorland,

including peat bog areas to provide a habitat for Kalmias, Andromedas and similar
plants. When complete this garden will have an information centre telling the
interesting ecological and cultural story of the Ericaceae.

The concept and design for the garden is the work of William Livingstone, Deputy
Superintendent of Parks. The result is an interesting and varied site, in sfyle
definitely within the English landscape School tradition. Rockwood is strongly
featured in the garden. Mainly basalt conglomerate and sandstone, worked into
several interesting features including an impressive glacial ravine and an equally
impressive rock grotto. With progress on schedule, the garden will be opened to
the public in 1975.

THE DEVETOPMENT OF THE HYBRID DECIDUOUS AZATEAS
PART II
Ken Duncan Don Mills, Ontario

In Part I of this article, I reviewed the Ghent and Mollis hybrid azaleas and listed
the nine species which were mainly used to develop the various strains of the
deciduous hybrids. These are all members of the Series Azalea, Sub Series Luteum
and are: from North America, B.arboreutn, calendulacewnc, nwd.iflorum, occiden-
tale, qtecionun, uisco'sutn, and perhaps to a lesser degree, baken., prunifolium, and
ccrnescens. From Europe: R.luteum. From Japan: R.japoni.cwrn From China:
R.molle.

Occidentalis Hybrids

These are crosses of R.occidentale and R.molle, and R.occidentale and certain
mollis hybrids (molle x japombum) by A. Waterer senior of Knap Hill, England
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Knap Hill Azaleas Between 1850 and lBB0 Anthony Waterer Senior of the
Knap Hill Nursery in England, crossed Bmolle with fine forms and hybrids of
R.calend.ulaceum. and also with certain Ghent hybrids. The results were a grear
advance on any existing hybrids. The flowers were larger, more square, and the
colours stronger than existing Ghents.

Between 1870 and lB9O, these seedlings were crossed with R.japonicurn, occiden-
tale, and arborescens, and perhaps one or two other species. Therefore, the Knap
Hill azaleas are a mixture of at least the nine species listed at the beginning of
this article. Hybridizing of this strain has continued at this nursery right up to
the present day. Many fine plants have been produced with both single and
double flowers. The current nursery manager is Donald Waterer, who carries on
the family tradition. He is a very fine chap, in my estimation. The list of first
class rhododendrons and azaleas that he and his forebearers have produced is most
impressive.

The Knap Hill azaleas grow 4-6 feet tall and 4-5 feet across. A few are more
spreading than others. The flowers are thicker and wider (3-4 in.) than other
hybrids. Some of the husses have up to thirty flowers. The colours range white,
cream, yellow, pink, rose, red, and some bicolours. The flowers will stay fresh
longer if they are protected from the sun in the heat of the day. In the spring,
many of the plants have bronze young foliage which sets off the flowers hand-
somely. The autumn foliage is often brilliant or sometimes bright browns or
purples.

It may be worth pointing out that some plants attributed to other breeders of
Knap Hill azaleas were actually produced at Knap Hill, sold as seedlings, and
named by the purchaser.

Some of the hybrids show a predominant influence of certain species. Several of
the early (mid-May) hybrids suggest R.molle and B.japontculn as parents: Marion
Merriman (1925) very large rich yellow, spreading: Cockatoo - large flame
apricot; Lapwing (1935) straw yellow with pink tips.

Other early plants belong to the group R.(tnnlle x calend.ulaceunc): Firecrest
(1944) orange red; Redshank (19a7) tangerine orange.

Large pure whites tinged with pale pink have B.occid.entale ytredomrnating. Those
listed below flower in late May: Avocet - white tinged pale pink; Toucan (1941)
pale cream with pink margins and saffron blotch.

Salmon pink and salmon reds are probably from R.speciosuno and R.occidBnnle
and flower in late May or early June. Examples are: Golden Eye (1944) deep
vermillion and pink; Ruddy Duck (1941) pale orange red with yellow blotch.



esaql ruorC 'ali4uaylr"o xlunaro'lnpualllr x, alloltl"y 3o spuqdq ered\ esaql 'qrlolq

daap e qlrm seuo a8uero Peueuun euos Pue (e,toqe ees) sPIouAeU abroeC Peller
eeleze MoIIe{ a3,re1 e sent pllr{Jstllog ep 'rN dq paseqcrnd s1ue1d aqr Suoury

'drnqxE 
Jo PIIqJSqIoU eP 'rtr\l ol pue '11eun

-uroD 'rltreue-1 
Jo stupllll1y6l 'd 'lle^\uloC 'allseJ s,{eqree3 3o surer11r6 '3 'f

ot oB ol s1r-re1d .u.a; e Pe^lolle cq 'o8e sread 95 lnoqe 'd11eur1 'eoleze ue raleu

lnq ,salqelaSe^ pue s1ue1d snoeoeqlaq Jo spred etenbs ̂\eJ 3 Jo dluo palsrsuoc

qcrqzrt 'uapre8 u.tro sILI JoJ Pa{re'.u a.ra,tl .{aql leql des PFo^\ aq 'sarnsearl stq ;o
auos qtr^\ lred ot pa{s€ ueq^\ .sealeze lsaq srq preoq ot pasn 'roleqceq rllluerJa

ue Suraq '.{rasrng 
11111 deuy eql Jo rau^\o ualll aql 'II rerale1\ duoqluy dllua

-reddy 'seeleze 
1pg deuy tsrrJ sII{ Paurelqo eq ^toq s11el 'drnqxg 

3o 
'ppqcsqtog

ap Iauorl 
,(&erco5 

Iernllnrrt.loH pdog aql urrllr^\ dno.r8 e ^rou - urelllg leelc

3o) uortercossv uorpuapoporlg eqr Jo {oog reel 5€6I otll uJ seelezv {rnqx1
'>1urcl asor - uoleq Peller sI spuqdq umo s({rorols Jo euo

'.,(e141 elel 'pa'r a8ue.ro - slunl :aun[ 'par

runrue-ra8 deap - ueleg idelq alel 'qcrolq .Tto11ad qll,tt ellq^{ - Fsred ldetr1 arel
'eururrer elqnop (11 raralerll easog dq parueu) qsnqeruoH ldetrq alel 'a8uero

urnrlrnlseu - 8oc ieunf dFee ro de6 e]el 'uorllru.ra,r eSue.ro - .nto18err4 :ere

pepnlrul 'crlqnd Suruapre8 aql ot uraql PeJnPorlur PuE IIIH deu;1 3o II rarele1\

EesoH ruory sprrqdq euIJ Jo raqrunu e paseqc-rnd (1pp1 deuy uorJ salltu '&\eJ

e) dresrng plo quo.ttsPloC eql Jo {Jorols rolle6 9Z6I uI seolezv ltotols
'elrq^4. erno

(tlgt) teorqlatll{A\ f.tro11ed 'lunotuere6 leurutrer daap 'qsnqauog l>1urd qsag
'4ruualq uIpC ere esaql Jo auo5 'aun[ d1-rea - de6 alel ur uoolq Pue sra^tolJ

a8rey a,teq f,arq1u 'unsorsra'U 
Pue af4wapt"ro'V qlr^{ sluar{D elqnoq Jo sessorr

eq or rqSnoqt ere seuo dFee aqa .reed qcea arour Surseeler sr Pue surroJ elqnoP

nta; e alrnb paonpord seq drasrnSl pg deuy aq1 sPelezv ;;lg deu; alqnog
'tocrrde->1urd 

Jo saPeqs snoueA ur
,a\aluaptcco x ountloltwn.td.g ssorc eqt urorJ - lsnSny pue dpf - sEeleze elel drazr

,*or irrtl IIIH deql 'senSoletec remeu aqt uJ 'tiJlolq a8uero r{ll^\ Per a8uBro
'eanep;g 

Peueu s! all4uapn)o x xtaYltq ssorJ etll luo-rJ eeleze bululoolq alel V
'dey41 erel 'alrqlt ol Surpe; eurlurer epd a8rel

(056I) saprqdldg 1de6 prur'qrlolq ntollad a8rel'par a8uelo (ZSel) eqleM?IH

1de1,11 alel'snoro8r,r dre,t',tto11ed (gEgt) elorro uaPIoD:del41 rlPI',tto11ad rellnq

snouiloue - sp1ou.{ag a8roa3 :ere Puaulruorer uEJ I slllH deull autl raqrg
'<:rso(( a8uzro {t!,14 aIpI utntueta8 (UaD lefpay lpat

urnruera8 daap 'ueteg lper asuatur daap (9961) pag 1rg deuy :se qcns 'aunf

dlrea - detrq erel uI remolJ pue 'utmsocsLn p:ue wntoljtptr'w 'u'tnsonads'g 
Jo suorlec

-rpui Suorls e^pq sra^\olJ relnqnt dpeorq ro pedeqs IauunJ qlr^{ sPar poolq daag

I
l

I
t

11 a8e4



Page 12

he produced Hotspur, a large orange red, which won the Award of N4erit (R.H.s.)
in 1934.

As new seedlings developed, Mr. de Rothschild selected rwo parent plants of the
pinks, the reds, the yellows, and of other groups. He says in his article, "A red on
an orange may give an orange red, but it is better to make pinks with pinks, whites
with whites, yellows with yellows, than to mix colours, and if this is done the
colours come more or less rrue. A molle-japonicum hybrid such as Floradora can
be crossed with Anthony Waterer's yellows or reds to give good results, but the
better the parent, the better its offspring, and it is no good crossing a small
flowered hybrid with a medium sized one and expecring large flowers."

Mr. de Rothschild destroyed thousands of his seedlings, keeping only the ones
chosen for size, vigour, colour, and texture. He admired the square shape of the
Knap Hills and sought to increase the size of the flowers. He used the species
R,rnolle to improve on these plants. The flower trusses on some clones approach
the size of rhododendrons. Cross breeding two individual plants of the same
colour will produce seedlings coming remarkably true.

A selection of some of the most outstanding clones are: Basilick - deep cream,
golden flare, late; Berry Rose - large rose pink, yellow blotch, midseason; Brazil
(1934) tangerine red, frilled flowers, midseason; Cecile - very large salmon pink,
yellow flare, midseason; Gibralter (1947) large frilled orange red, midseason;
Golden Sunset - yellow with orange blotch, midseason; Princess Royal - huge
white flushed pink, yellow blotch, early; Royal Lodge (1947) deep vermillion red,
very late.

Exbury azaleas grow from 4 to 6 feet in height and 3 to 4 feet wide. As with the
Knap Hill azaleas, some develop bronze tints in the young foliage and brilliant
colour in the fall. The bloorning time is mid May to the end of June. The flowers
are square, rather flat, sometimes frilled, and from 2 to 4 inches across. The colonr
range is the same as the Knap Hills with the exception of a coppery orange colour
lacking in the Knap Hills. It is worth noting that, in the red colour range, the
deeper the flower colour, the smaller the flower,

llam Azaleas About 1917, Mr. Edgar Stead of the Ilam Esrare, Christchurch,
New Zealand, obtained sorne seed of the American species azaleas from Prof. C. S.
Sargent of the Amold Arboretum at Boston, U.S.A. He hybridized these species
and the results of these crosses were eventually crossed with some Knap Hill aialeas.
In 1930 Mr. Stead visited England where he made crosses at Exbury at the invita-
tion of Lionel de Rothschild. It was Mr. de Rothschild's custom to ask his guests
to make crosses in his garden and then, when the resulting seed was ripe, to-send
this to these same people, each one receiving the result of his (or her) individual
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cross. Mr. Stead, of course, received his after his return to New ZeaIand. He used

the seedlings from these crosses to further his own line of hybrids.

Like Mr. de Rothschild, Mr. Stead bred to colour, i.e. red to red, pink to pink,

yellow to yellow etc. After many years of effort, he finally developed the Ilam

strain of azaleas. The flowers are very large, up to 4/2 in. with ruffled edges' They

are quite fragrant and bloom heavily as they set few seeds.

These plants have performed well in the colder parts of the U.S. and are just

becoming available in Canada. Many of the plants are still not named but have a

number or an indication of colour, usually preceded by the word Ilam; e.g. Ilam
(number) or Ilam Frilled Red. Named plants available in the near future are:

Canterbury - orange red with golden blotch; Copper Cloud - frilled coppery

orange; Darkie - dark red; Medford Yellow - shlerns yellow; Orange Ball -

compact, frilled orange; Supreme Scarlet.

The habit of these plants is similar to the Knap Hills already mentioned.

Other Knap Hill Hybrids A. M. Williams of Caerhays Castle, Cornwall,

produced Mugog (1928) orange, similar to Hotspur. The Royal Horticultural

Society at Wisley, Surrey, England, has produced hybrids known as (R.H.S.) or
(Exbury-R.H.S.) hybrids such as: Frorne - clear orange, bronze foliage; Medway

pink; Tay - large yellow, orange blotch. In the U.S., Bovee hybrids

include: Goldflake - bright yellow; Balls of Fire - large scarlet. Hybrids are

also being produced in various countries wherever these deciduous azaleas can be

grown.

Deciduous azaleas require the same soil conditions as other rhododendrons. It is not

the purpose of this article to review these requirements. Given a suitable growing

medium and protection from high winds and hot sun, these azaleas will prove easier

to grow than the evergreen rhododendrons. The wealth of bloom is unsurpassed by

any flowering shrub.

To ensure a maximum of bloom each year, the flower heads should be removed

immediately after they fade. This prevents seed setting and promotes the forming

of flower buds for the following year's bloom.

Or,rm root plants are more reliable than grafted stock and should be obtained when-

ever possible. These are propagated by layers or from cuttings. If the plant is

killed to the ground by either an accident or the weather, the roots will send up

new shoots of the same hybrid concemed. These plants are also more vigorous and

should live for many years. In fact, a healthy deciduous azalea should outlast the

grower and become a living heirloom.
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Below

Scarlet Pimpemel blooms freely. It is a red

Knap Hall hybrid azal.ea. Plcoto: Kenttil'l'e

Close-up of Exbury hybrid Ginger, showing frilled

florets. Colour is brownish oranse. P'hoto: Kentvil'Le
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The Research Station has 36 species of rhododendrons and azaleas on test as well

as 70 varieties of rhododendrons and 62 varieties of azaleas. Many of these have

flowered less than five years (due to time of procurement & planting) so were not

included in the listing above. Those in this category that survived the very severe

l97l-72 winter and flowered well are as follows:

Rhododendron varieties Albert Close, Besse Howells, Belle Heller, Candy,

County of York, Dr. V. H. Rutgers, Holden, Ice Cube, Ignatius Sargent, Madame

Carvalho, Mrs. C. S. Sargent, Pinnacle, Pink Roseum' P'J.M., Roslyn, Scintilla-

tion. Warwick.

Knap Hil l Hybrid Azaleas Ballerina, Balzac, Bright Straw, Cecile, Debu-

tante, Desert Pink, Devon, Fireball, Gallipoli Red, Ginger, Gold Crest, Goldeneye,

Gold Flake, Honeysuckle, Kathleen, Knap Hill Red, Marion Merriman, Old Gold,

Oxydol, Persil, Princess Royal, Strawberry lce, Sun Chariot, Sylphides.

Ghent Hybrid Azaleas
Narcissiflora.

Coccinea Speciosa, Corneille, Daviesii, Hornebush,

Mollis Hybrids Damage slight to moderate, Dr. M. Oesthoek, Koster's

Brilliant Red, Mrs. Peter Koster, Queen Emma, Spek's Orange'

1972 *eeding Frogram Progress

2028 rhododendron and 626 azalea seedlings were produced from 35 crosses made

in 1971. The background of the rhododendron material used in the crosses was

R.yakustm"anun, R.d.egroniavtutn, Cata7g7a, Carmen, Elizabeth, Nova Zembla,

Redhead and Sham's Ruby. The azalea crossing involved the intercrossing of

varieties of Knap Hill Hybrids. The 2313 seedlings frorn lB crosses made in 1970

were planted in field plots in June 1972. Of 882 seedlings planted in open (fully

exposed for hardiness determination) field plots from crosses made in 1968, and

692 from crosses made in 1969, only 502 survived the severe winter of l97l-72.

689 of l0B7 seedlings from crosses made in 1965 and 1966 remain in nursery beds

for evaluation purposes. To date, 25 selections have been made from this group.

It will be possible to make more selections as this group reaches maturity. The

total number of rhododendron and azalea seedlings now on hand is 6158. Total

number of seedlings produced since l95B is 13816. BB selections have been made

to date.
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CROSS BREEDING FOR THE BEGINNER

Rhododendrons are among the easiest plants to cross fertilize at will. The flowers
are large and pollen from the stamens of one flower can be readily daubed on the
pistil of another. It is an enjoyable hobby watching the development of seedlings,
the result of one's own hopeful efforts.

Of course the serious breeder selects the parentage with considerable care and
forethought, having in mind the objective of the exercise - a clearer pink, a
hardier red or yellow, or plant with desirable form as well as richness of flower
colour. Lacking the necessary genetic information however, need not prevent you
from starting to learn the technique. Here's how.

l . Select any two species or varieties that bloom at the same time and decide
which will be the "mother plant". Select a good flowerhead coming into bloom
and remove all but three of the flower buds. The time to do this is when the
buds are fully developed but before they open. Clip away the petals and
stamens of each floret, taking care not to injure the ovary or pistil. Draw a
small paper bag (do not use plastic) over the prepared florets, taking care that
it does not touch or crush the delicate remaining flower parts.

The style and stigma will go on developing normally inside the bag in spite of
the loss of the other flower parts. In a few days the stigma will become sticky
and this is the time to receive the pollen. Now bring the stamens from the
fully opened "father plant" and lightly touch the sticky pistils with the pollen
bearing stamens. You will see strings of pollen grains adhere readily to the
pistil heads of the mother plant. Now replace the paper bag. A twist-tye at a
point below the flower head should be all that is necessary to hold the bag in

a rigid position. Write a tag (preferably in copper or aluminum) with the

mother plant name first, thus: Mother name x Father name. This tag should

stay with the resultant seed pods, attached to the seed flat when seeds are sown,
and kept with the progeny for identification throughout the early stages of

seedling life. The paper bag may be removed after the blooming period.

Harvesting the seed is done after an early frost has turned the pods brown, but

before they have split open. This may be only a matter of a week in the fall.

Without a carefully daily watch the seed may be lost. Unless gathered too soon

the seed pods normally split open and discharge the seeds freely when kept in

a dry place indoors. A small glass tumbler is a suitable container. The many

hundred seeds may now be wrapped in wax paper with the original metal label

accompanying the package and kept in the refrigerator. Directions for sowing

the seed were given in a paper by Ray Halward, Bulletin No. 3, 1972.

Seed of species, hand pollinated as above, would be most welcomed by the Seed

Exchange.

2.

3 .
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REGIONAT NOTES

Monlreal Prof. J. Ronsley

Montreal's first meeting of the Rhododendron Society was held last January at

my home. As expected the attendance was small, with additional absences due to

illness and snow, but the meeting was successful nevertheless. Mr. Hancock gave

a beautiful slide-lecture on plants suitable for the Montreal area and on his own

hybrids, and Rudi Behring showed slides from the Society's newly formed slide

collection which he has assembled. Since some of the people attending had not

grown azaleas or rhododendrons before, converts were made (not the smallest

Factor in which was the personal charm of Mr. Hancock). It was generally agreed,

however, that better attendance could be achieved if future meetings were held

when the weather was less hazardous, say in March.

Undoubtedly, the most important event since our first meeting was Rudi Behring's

visit to the Montreal Botanical Garden, where he was able to contact the Assistant

Superintendent, who in turn arranged a meeting with Mr. P-' Bruque, section

head of the newly established arboretum. Present also were the head gardener

and head propagatol. Discussion centered on mistakes curTently being made in

the cultivation of the few rhododendrons already planted there, and on the possi-

biliry of expanding the plantings of azaleas and rhododendrons, using better

methods. Mr. Behring, it appears, supplied a good deal of information in this

regard, and the discussion was fruitful mutually for the Montreal Botanical

Garden and the Rhododendron Society of Canada.

A new Ericacae section had already been planned, but, on Mr. Behring's sugges-

tion, this would now be made more elaborate than anticipated, with the moving

of already existing rhododendrons and the purchase of a substantial number of

new azaleas and rhododendrons from Woodland Nurseries, Mississauga, Ontario'

Mr. Hancock confirms that he has received an order from the Botanical Garden,

so the plans have already been made operative. Furthermore, it was agreed that

"r, "r"J be set aside as a tesring ground, and that space be made available for

newly developed hybrids of Mr. Behring's and those of other members of the

Society who might be interested.

Consultation berween Mr. Behring and the Garden staff also included the subject

of seedlings and cuttings in the greenhouse, which heretofore had not been overly

successful] Further discussion of rhododendrons is anticipated among members of

the biology staff of the University of Laval, and at the Horticultural Institute of

Quebec. 
"Finally, 

agreement was reached, through Mr. Behring's efforts and the

firr.rirr" interest of the men at the Botanical Garden, on a general exchange of

information and of seedlings. The upshot of these discussions may very well be

the first serious professionai consideration of rhododendrons and azaleas as garden

plants suitable for the Montreal area'
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Winnipeg Letter from Dr. Bruce Chown

,,Dr. Wm. A. Cumming, Head, ornamentals and Fruit Crop Section, canada

Department of Agriculture Research Branch, Morden, Man' ROG lJO, had two

rhododendrons growing in the summer of 1972: 
"one" he wrote, "is doing quite

well, the other ii rtr,rgglirrg along". He sent me a slide of the first: it was covered

with fine pink flowers. These two plants were the survivors from 6 first gener-

ation seedl-ings of R.rosewrn x R.m.oIIe that had been sent to Dr. cumming by

Dr. Leon C. Srryder of the University of Minnesota in 1969. The University of

Minnesota has had very considerable success with azaleas'

I am trying to grow rhododendrons at my summer home at Lac du Bonnet, 90

miles N.E.-of here on the Winnipeg River. The soil conditions there are some-

what like those at Kenora where, according to yor.rr Regional Notes (p.25, Vol 1,

No. 3) Dr. C. V. Greenway hopes to glow rhododendrons. I received seed in

J"rr,r"ry l97O from Mervin C. Eisel, Extension Horticulturist at the Landscape

Arboretum of the University of Minnesota. The seed was "from a hardy strain of

the Mollis (R. x motlis)". The Plant Science Department of the university of

Manitoba started these for me and in the spring of 1970 I planted 15 out at Lac

du Bonnet. As of last fall 4 plants were still growing, although the rate of growth

was exceedingly slow. Last Friday (March 29) I had a quick look at them: the

buds are beginning to swell, so they have survived three winters without pro-

tection other than whatever snow may cover them'

I spent a good deal of time last summer building a new bed for these plants (and

some othei acid lovers) and hope that in this their growth will be more vigorous"'

Our Reeional Notes show sigrs of becoming a most vital part of the Bulletin' Members from

;ru;j]';f-b"""J" t""a eisewhere) are isked to contribute- whene-ver -possible' Notes on

;i#';fiil-6;;tt" t."- il'"-'."taer parts), bloom qualitv, cultural techniques' social

events - all can help to keep members in touch'

Members with specific problems, questions on culture or.breedingare.invited to write to our

ii;;;t;il C;"ti;;ii nnt.-x""'Bese, c/o Hort-icultural Research- Station, Vineland, ontario'

C;;il;;;i"g *itttth"r. rnutt"ti.utr be included in the Bulletin and can serye as a guide

for further informative articles.

Volume I - Number 3, 1972
iir-tttA; Back Cov"r - Gptions for pictures reversed
d;;;ic;ia;;S";r"t 

' 
Below, Ghe"t azalea Corneille

Errata
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Rododendron Society of Canada
New Members

Barber, T. Michael
4 Robinter Drive
Willowdale, Ontario

Botanical Garden
University of B.C.
Vancouver 8, B.C.

Chown, Dr. Bruce
147 East Gate
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Crober, L.
R.R. I
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

Crone, Mrs. L.
436 Spruce Street
Oakville, Ontario

Cross, Walter R.
R.R. 4
Cambridge, Ontario

Doorenbos, Mr. S. G.A.
Laan Van Poot 184
The Hague
Netherlands

Duffield, Mrs. M. E.
R.R. 2
Woodlawn, Ontario

Gallop, F. A. H.
ll42 Algonquin Drive
Port Credit, Ontado

Giesecke, George
72 Chine Drive
Scarboro, Ontario

Gracie, Mrs. G.
701 Meadow Wood Roac
Mississauga, Ontario

Greven, R.
Apl 607
1055 Bloor Street
Mississauga, Ontario

Hansen, Helga
3658 Burnbrae Drive
Mississauga, Ontario

Hopkins, W. I.
Box 6, Group L
R.R. 2
Hamilton, Ontario

Huizenga, Mr. Wille J.
53 Barker Avenue
Rexdale, Ontario

]ustice, Mr. C. L.
879 West 61st Avenue
Vancouver 14, B.C.

Kiad, NIr. James F.
R.R. 2, Box 62
Prescott Highway
Ottawa, Ontario

Kuhn, Mrs. E.
Box 37
Jordan Station, Ontario

Landis, Dr. Henry
41 Citation Drive
Willowdale, Ontario

Leischman, Mrs. Kathy
509 Arrowhead Road
Mississauga, Ontario

Loeffel, Mrs. A.
1489 Gregwood Road
Mississauga, Ontario

McArthur, Mrs. A.
Ste. Anne Du Ruisseau
Yarmouth County
Nova Scotia

Menear, W. M.
300 Parkview Drive
Willowdale, Ontario

Meyers, George
7 Bedford Park Drive
Grimsby, Ontario

Mori, K. F.
30 Parkmount Crescent
Ottawa, Onhrio

Niagara Parks Commission
Niagara Falls
Ontario

Perryment, Mrs. P. E.
Box 15,
Nelles Point
Grimsby, Ontario

Pike, R. B.
Roosevelt-Campobello Park
Welshpool Campobello
New Brunswick

Purdy, E. J.
404 Vancouver Crescent
Oshawa, Ontario

Robertson, Mrs. W.
94 Lansdowne Avenue
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

Rothschild, Edmund L. de
Exbury Gardens Ltd.
Exbury N. Southampton
England

Schoen, Rolf
R.R. I
Bolton, Ontario

Sheridan Nurseries
700 Evans Avenue
Etobicoke, Ontario

Smith, Mr. and Mrs. W. C.
Box 237
Ayr, Ontario

Sinclair, Mrs. S.
1033 Queen Street F.
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

Stone, Mrs. F.
Greensville
Ontario

Sutherland, C. R.
895 Don Mills Road
Don Mills, Ontario

Taylor, Mrs. Jean
Aitchison Road
R.R. 1
Prince George, B.C.

Tasker, Mrs. Lottie
5680 Highway 25
R.R.l, Milton, Ontario

Weall & Cullen Nurseries
784 Sheppard Avenue East
Willowdale, Ontario

Woodland Nurseries
2151 Camilla Road
Mississauga, Ontario

Whitely, Miss Helen
67 Dunblaine Avenue
Toronto, Ontario

Wttewaal, B. W. G.M.
35 Esterbrooke Avenue
Apartment 1207
Willowdale, Ontario



'oueluO'uolSulllng
pauUr-l epeuee lo 3wl lo uorsr^lo

s'tvctWSHc vuv9vlN

'uepre8 rno,{ ut
epud pue lueul^ofua rno,{ lrods ua}+o os }eq} s}easul
pue slJer! ,il1q3rsun ulojl aaj] s1ueld {q]1eeq ueal:

Bur]lnsar aq] qllm paseald aq lll^ no1 alualradxa
sreruoll uapteB pue osol ,rno,i 1eq1 saseastp sn8un;

pue slcosul aulosreqloq eq] +o lsoLll lolluo3 o] alqe aq

11rr"r no,{'palca.rrp se ,{cuanber; uotlecrldde o} Suuaqpe
pue suor]rejrp uotlecrldde qloq 3utrvtollol ,{lduJls ^8

'esoucelqluv pue ]snU 
'Mapllni fuapMod

pue ,{ur,rog '}ods}eal '1od5 
1celg se saseeslp iaMol} puP asol

uou.rurof, q3ns slorluof, slcnpold aa,rq] asaqi ]o uotlce aptctBun;
aql ell 'sraurlA 

]eal pue'sdr.rq1'sra+eqC asou 'sradd-oqleal
'sprqdy se spasur qons aleutLUlla pue lolluoc 11rm,(aq1 

'aBelced

aql uo pa]f,altp se parlddy aprlllJasul pue aptctFunl a^llca+la uB
qloq are slcnpo.id JeMoll pue asou uaalSoujod lo sulro] eaiql liv

'.reureluoc eql uo.l+ ]q3lr s^Plds
rildurrs } e3urs asn ol lsatsea aql sl ]eql^eids pazunssa.rd V (t)

'jai{erds uaP.reB e Sulsn
uorleorqdde ro+ Lr]rol ptnbtl paxluu ,{;tsea ut saurol }eq} ̂erds V (Z)

'le u I eluoS
sy Lro.r1 s1ueld o1 {1loalrp palldde sr }Pq} iepmod Ful}snp V (I)

'sur.ro,

eorql ut slqsllene oJe slf,npold ,lan oll Pue esog uealSotuo6
'asn o1 atnseald e ll saleul ]ua3s ]ueseald suloolq

]uepunqe a8re; pue lueuudo;anap 
'qyuolS snolo8tn rol artnba]

{aq} s}uar.r}nu eq} lle sla/\^oll pue sasor sanrB 1eq1 razlll+la}
e1e1dr-uoc pa)ueleq {1;ectltluetcs elnurlol 9'01-/ e sl araH

pool Jelvroll puP asoU uaetSoruo6
'ool 

]or leseq unllesnl
Luorl sqlnq slcalo.jd sleluaureuro pue sraMolj uo plnon

,{arg pue mapp4 fuapmo3 pue sesor uo Maplll i,(rapmo; pue

lodg 1celg lolluoc o] l^ulouag eptot8un; slLuals^s aq+ suleluoC
'rapraod alqeUaM anr1cal1a,{1q8tq Mau slq} q}lm pa^alq3e

sr saseasrp sn8un; r{ueu }o uol}ellpela pue lol}uol enl}lsod
eprcrBunl ,la/$oll pue esog ueel8otuo3

'sJouroolq rno{ oulsol uloJf dae>; of s^p/tt\9
alp aJaH

..

j

77 e8e4



f0lll{ G01{1{01{ l{uRsERlEs LTD.
BOx 2Oo' WATERDOWN' ONTARIO toR 2H0 (416) 689-{531

GROWERS OF
QUALITY ORNAMENTAL NURSERY STOCK

AZALEAS
Cascade
Herbert
l lam
Karen
Mol l is
Slewarlstownian

AZALEA SPECIES RHODODENDRONS
Mucronulaturn Catawbiense Album
Schlippenbachii Caiawbiense Boursault

English Roseirm
Nova Zembla
P.J.l "
Roseum Elegant
Ram6po

To receive our catalogue, please send $1.00 to cover costs.
Refundable with order of $10.00 and over.

Congratulations And Best Wishes To Thb Newly Formed

RHODODENDRON SOCIETY OF CANADA

Coupars Nursery Ltd. 351 Pictou Road, Truro, Nova Scotia

TREGUNNO SEEDS TIMITED
126 Catharine Slreel North ' Hamilton, Onfario' Phone (416) 528'5984

Rhododendron supplies in various quantit ies. Mail orders fi l led.

- Sphagnum moss
- ps6trn95s
- f{ep;nsps5
- Soil Testing Kits
- Chelated iron

Price l ist available on request.
- Ferrous sulphate
- lvslgrssn Food 1g'!-$ (acid)
-  Sulphate of  ammonia
-sulphate of Potash
- Sufer phosPhate
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Front Cover

Above

Below

Gibralter, a superior Exbury hybrid azalea,
with large orange-red flowers. Photo: Kentuille

Homebush azalea has bright pink, tightly
formed ball-like trusses. PLtoto: Kentville

Fawley, a Knap Hill azalea. Flowers are white
flushed with pink. Ph.oto: Kennille
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