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MY FRIEND LES HANCOCK
W. J. Brender d Brandis Carl isle, Ontario

Years ago I decided to grow rhododendrons under my pine and oak trees. I had
never done i t  before, but had seen many plant ings in Bri t ish Columbia and
Europe. I  did not know whether they would be hardy in our cl imate as unt i l  then I
had not seen any in Ontario. Somebody suggested that I should go to Les Hancock.
During that f  i rst  v is i t  he took me around in the nursery, explained his methods of
propagating and growing, told me about soil requirements and reference books. I
went home with two plants,  much knowledge, and inspired with his enthusiasm.
This was his way to treat strangers coming to his nursery and interrupt ing his
busy working day.

When, at a later visit, I told him that I had become a member of the Great Lakes
Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society, he pointed out the need for
organizing an Ontario Chapter of the A.R.S. to create contact between the people
interested in these plants.  A meeting was held in Vineland in May 1971 with the in-
tention to form a separate chapter. Roy Forster suggested that we should
organize an independent society for Eastern Canada. A study committee was
elected with f ive members including Les Hancock. From the beginning he was
much in favour of a Canadian organization. He travelled to the Maritimes to get
the opinion of the g'rowers in that area, and he did more work than any of the other
committee members.

On October 30, 1971 the Rhododendron Society of Canada became a reality. The
33 persons who became members on that day and those applying for membership
before January 1, 1972 received a f ree rhododendron plant from Les.

He had refused to stand for nominat ion as the f i rst  president,  but that did not
mean that he was less active in assisting this new venture to become a success.
Due to his conf idence and foresight the society started to publ ish a high-qual i ty
bul let in instead of a cheap newsletter.  At his ini t iat ive the f  i rst  f  lower show was
held after only seven months. He fel t  strongly that,  eventual ly,  separate regions
should be formed within the society;  fortunately he witnessed this successful
development.

At that time I had the impression that Les was about 70 years old and I admired
his vi tal i ty and sharp mind. When I  heard that actual ly he was some 10 years
older, I was amazed how much he accomplished at that age.

Now Les has been taken away from us and without him we have to carry on his
work of letting Canadians know of the beauty of rhododendrons. We also must try
to fol low his example in our relat ionship to other people.

M. LESLTE HANCOCK 1892 - 1977
K. Leishman Mississauga, Ontar io

There is often an almost mystical tie between a gardener and his garden. lt 's a
bond which expresses i tsel f  not only in the encouragement of plant growth, but in
the subt ler entanglements of garden structure. The thought and considerat ion
given to the needs of del icate roots,  the enchantment of dappled sunl ight on
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bright May blossoms, and the happy and seemingly natural  correlat ion of Asian
beaut ies and Canadian wi ldl ings. This bond is something that is di f f icul t  to
define, but for many Eastern gardeners was best personified by Leslie Hancock.
All of you who were fortunate enough to see the woodland Nurseries displays at
the Toronto Garden club Flower shows will know what I mean. His arrangements
were so evocative of a country spring that one caught one's breath - not just in
the handl ing of Rhododendrons and Azaleas, but in the inclusion of less exot ic
plants. one year I remember the elegance of a maple sapling in rosy f lower, drifts
of apricot to rose azaleas beneath. The arrangement not only caused one to stop
and to learn, but refreshed the eye, (perhaps) especially after the visual exhaus-
t ion of al l  those scarlet  tul ips!
Perhaps a br ief  out l ine of Les'  pre-nursery l i fe wi l l  g ive some idea of the events
which must have coloured both his approach to gardening and to life. (These
notes have been kindly provided by Marjorie Van Alstyne from the files at
Woodland Nurseries.)

Marcus Lesl ie Hancock was born in Kent,  England March 10, 1992. His family
owned a grain mi l l ,  and from the f  i rst  he was interested in the ki tchen garden, and
the plants and flowers of the walled mill garden. His early nursery experience was
nearby, but in the spring of 1914, at the age of twenty-two, he emigrated to
canada, and took a job with a nursery in the Niagara region. In the Fal l  oi  tgt+, he
entered the ontario Agricultural college at Guelph, and on completion of that
year he enlisted in the second University company. By June his company was on
its way to England as reinforcements to the Princess Patricia Canadian Light In-
fantry. After a few weeks of training in England, the company went into active ser-
vice near Ypres in September, 1915. In Apri l  1917, he was selected for of f  icer train-
ing, and was sent to England for courses at Bexhi l l ,  sussex. He returned to the
P.P.c.L. l .  as l ieutenant with his or iginal  fel low soldiers in August 1g17, and con-
t inued in act ive front l ine service with the Regiment unt i l  the end. of the war.  He
withstood the seige of sanctuary wood, the Battle of the somme, and was award-
ed the Mi l i tary Cross for heroism in the capture of Mons, Belgium.
After demobi l izat ion in the Spring of 1919, Les returned to hort icul ture in Canada,
and found a job at E.D. smith & sons, winona Nurseries. He spent the summer of
1920 as soldier sett lement supervisor on Vancouver ls land, and the next two
winters as a student at o.A.c. Upon graduat ion in 1922, Les joined the staff  of  the
U.S. Dept.  of  Agricul ture at the Bel l ,  Maryland stat ion.
I t  was in the late summer of 1923 that he made the journey to Nanking, china, tak-
ing a posit ion on the staff  of  the Universi ty of Nanking. His work included
teaching al l  hort icul tural  subjects and direct ing pract ical  f ie ld work for the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Forestry in Nanking and Hankow. In 1g24 he married
Dorothy Mackl in,  the daughter of a canadian medical missionary, Dr.  wi l l iam E.
Mack l in .

They spent several happy years which were interrupted in the spring of 1927 when
Chiang Kai Shek came north with his revolutionary forces. Les was iaken prisoner
by the revolutionaries, his home burned. several of his colleagues were shot, but
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NEWS FROM H.R. I .O.
A. W. Smith at Vineland. Ontar io

on sept.  5/77 lhad the pleasure of v is i t ing the summer home of Ross and shir ley
Dean at Arden on severn (Vol. 2, No. 3 - RSC Bulletin). The area that has been
developed is a paradise in itself, even without rhodos or azaleas.
In 1973 Ross approached H.R.l .o.  with the idea of using this area as a test garden
for rhododendrons. Ken Begg gave Ross some plants and seedlings that year and
lalso donated some plants in 1g75. l t  was a pleasant surpr ise to observe the
results of this test area.
There was very l i t t le sign of chlorosis and the major i ty of the plants showed
healthy dark green leaves. R. carolinianurn was quite happy with many buds
already developed for the next spring. 'cheer' was also well budded. There were
some plants that had been badly damaged by the -40.c (-40.F)temperature. some
were developing new growth at ground level.
I t  was quite apparent that al l  growth above the snow l ine was completely ki l led,
however the snow four f eet deep provided ideal insulation for the rest of the plant.
It seems quite evident that "iron-clad" types that mature at four foot levels or less
could be successf ully grown in heavy snow areas. I also noticed that many plants
seemed to grow broader than tall, perhaps due to the weight of the snow on the
branches for so long. The fact to remember is that Mother Nature controls the
si tuat ion. Al l  of  these plants would have been in very poor condit ion at -40.
without their  winter blanket.
I would suggest that Ross be approached for a more detailed list of cultivars that
have been successful  so far.  I  hope Ross wi l l  have some coloured sl ides to show
our members at a future date.

PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OF THE 7TH ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW
AND A SPECIAL PRESENTATION TO MARY COHOE
M. H. Van Alstyne Mississauga, Ontar io

As I  wri te this fol lowing our 1978 Show I have st i l l  f  resh memories of an excel lent
display of bloom, in spite of a very late cool spring (and threats of cancellation!)
and of a gathering of f r iends, warmer, more joyous and enthusiast ic than ever
before.

of particular meaning to me were two events which took place that day. In the
afternoon I was privileged to assist in the dedication of a Rhododendron Garden
- at the Bird Sanctuary in st .  catharines, with the ceremonial  plant ing of ,spr ing
show'. This hybrid was created by my father, Leslie Hancock and had won the
Best canadian Hybrid and Best in show Awards at the society's very f irst Annual
Show in  1971.

At the excel lent dinner party in the evening a second special  event took place. A
richly deserved presentation was made - Honourary Life Membership for Mary
cohoe. From its very beginnings the society has benefitted from Mary's en-
thusiast ic support :  serving as a Director and our Fourth president;  f i l l ing vases
for the f lower shows and gett ing down on her knees helping with displays;
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HOW I GROW AZALEAS IN A SUB.ZERO AREA
Kenneth Duncan Don Mil ls. Ontario

This art icle f irst appeared in the magazine Ganadian Homes & Gardens in 1959, and is
reprinted here by permission of the author.

Can you grow superb hybrid azaleas in the colder parts of Canada? No, say the ex-
perts.  Yes, says this Richmond Hi l l ,  Ont.  nurseryman, who has over S00 magnif i -
cent specimens to prove i t .  What 's his secret? Give them the r ight acid soi l ,  a l i t -
tle care and a good protective mulch all year long.
KEN DUNCAN is a nurseryman and azalea enthusiast who has been growing them suc-
cessf ully lor 13 yearc in an area where they're not considered hardy. Recentty CH&G asked
him his method, and here's what he told us:

Azaleas wi l l  g ive you more value and enjoyment for less trouble than any other
f lowering shrub. Once you have properly planted and maintained them, they
become more handsome and spectacular from year to year. The wealth of bloom
and variety of color is unsurpassed, and once they're in, they live and flower for
generations. Once, in England, I saw a Ghent hybrid azalea which was an incredi-
ble 16 feet high and 30 feet across - and this magnificent plant was more than
100 years old.

Al l  this is equal ly true, not only in the warmer parts of Canada l ike the West
Coast,  but in many colder parts such as Richmond Hi l l ,  Ont. ,  where I  l ive. There is
a wide conviction that azaleas demand a warm, moist climate, but my experience
proves this to be completely untrue.
The azaleas I grow are almost all deciduous hybrids (they drop their leaves in
winter), although I am experimenting with some evergreen types - the ones that
make such a show on the West Coast but difficult to grow where I live. Azaleas
are part of the rhododendron family (they're called rhododendrons by botanists) and
the deciduous hybrids have been developed from the nine main species: six f rom
America (Rhododendron arborescens, R. calendulacea, R. nudiflora, R. occiden-
talis, R. speciosa and F. viscosa), one from Europe (R. pontica), one from China(8.
slnensls or molle), and one from Japan (R. mollis or iaponica).
I f irst became interested in hardy azaleas in the spring of 1946, when I was in the
army in England. We needed some cut branches of rhododendron for a party in
our mess, and I decided to make a deal with the gardener of a big estate not far
from our camp - the place was overgrown with rhododendrons, and they all
needed pruning.

After making the agreement, I asked the old gardener about the spectacular
shrubs which were overflowing onto the entrance drive. I found out they were
deciduous azalea hybrids. The gardener told me these shrubs needed a minimum
of attention and gave a marvelous display year after year provided the soil was on
the acid side. He thought I should be able to grow them in Canada, because the
origin of these hybrids included many azalea species which were native to North
America. So I decided to try growing them myself when I got back to Canada.
Soon after I returneb to Toronto, I began to search for azaleas, but with very little
luck at first. Most nurserymen snorted: "Azaleas! They'll never grow in Toronto."
Eventually I located a few imported plants and eagerly snapped them up. Then I
discovered the first important thing about growing them. The imported plants
were grafted, and grew very poorly; I found out fhat "own root" plants are the only
reliable ones if you want to grow them in colder areas.
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14 is used, and 7 is the neutral  point.  Al l  points above 7 are alkal ine, and those
below 7 are acid reacting. The best condition for azaleas is between 5.0 and 6.0,
al though I  grow a number of v igorous plants at 6.5 and they bloom very wel l .

To lower the pH factor of your soi l ,  i .e.  make i t  more acid, use f lowers of sulphur
- but not l ime sulphur or aluminum sulphate. To lower the pH factor of loam for
each half  point on the pH scale, add about one and a half  pounds (or four cups) of
sulphur for each 100 square feet of  soi l .  For sandy soi ls,  use about two-thirds of
this.  In both cases, add a cup of ferrous sulphate per 100 square feet of  soi l .  l f
your soi l  is very alkal ine, the best method is to replace i t  with a good mixture of
acid soi l  and peat.  Be sure to check the acidi ty of this mixture f  rom t ime to t ime.

Azaleas need a mulch about four inches deep the year round. Use some organic
material which will hold in moisture, protect the roots from heat and cold and
eventually feed the plant. Pine needles, oak leaves, twigs and bark are all good.
Well-rotted cow manure is excellent, as is peat mixed with soil. But never use
peat by itself, because it dries out and becomes water-repellent.

Azaleas like a humid atmosphere. lf you have a dry spell, soak the roots well once
or twice a week and sprinkle the plants in the evening.

l f  you use a good mulch, i t  should provide an adequate food supply.  But you can
add extra plant food in small quantities before the leaves appear in the spring. I
use the fol lowing mixture: 1 pound ammonium sulphate, 3 pounds high-grade
superphosphale, 1 1 / 2 pounds potash, 1 / 2 pound magnesium sulphate, 1 pound
flowers of sulphur, 1 pound fritted trace elements, 2 pounds well rotted manure.
This formula is approximately 4-6-8 and is acid reacting. Use one pound of it per
40 square feet of  soi l .

You can move deciduous azaleas in early spring, or in late fall when the leaves
have dropped. Soak the root balls well, and put them in at exactly the same depth
as the previous plant ing -  usual ly just covering the root bal l .  Dig a good-sized
hole and f  i l l  in with a mixture of peat and soi l .  When the plants are in,  f i rm the soi l
and water wel l .

Because azaleas have a very compact root system, you can move them easily. lt 's
a good idea to plant them close together when they're small for massed color ef-
fect, and move them apart later when they've grown.

Always weed your azaleas by hand and not with a hoe, because they're very
shal low rooted. The mulch should keep weeds to a minimum. After the shrubs
bloom, remove the old flower heads by twisting them off at the base with your
thumb and forefinger. This prevents seeds ripening and promotes formation of
next year's flower buds. These appear during the summer and are larger than leaf
buds.

You should prune your azaleas in early spring to improve their shape, and cut off
any old wood to keep the plants vigorous.

Most azalea experts agree that grafted plants are not as reliable as own root
plants. The reason seems to be that the graft union prevents the plant receiving
proper nourishment and thus l imits the vigor -  the plant just isn' t  as hardy. So
for best results, make sure you always grow own root plants.
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f ine chap and i f  you're vis i t ing England, I  urge you to take a tr ip to Knap Hi l l  at
azalea time. You will be well received.

This strain was started by Donald's great-great-grandfather, Anthony Waterer
senior, between 1850 and 1870. Since then, the nursery has continued breeding
the strain, and breeders in other parts of the world have developed it. Now there
are four main groups: Knap Hill, Exbury, Slocock and llam. The most important of
these are the first two.

I am now growing about 50 varieties of Knap Hill azaleas. They are hardy with ex-
ceptionally large flowers - three inches and over - ond as many as 30 flowers to
a truss. Double forms are also available, some with bronze-tinted foliage. Accor-
ding to the variety, these azaleas bloom from mid-May until the end of June, and
many of them also provide handsome autumn color. These are some of the best
with me: Albatross (white, suffused pink); Bullfinch (deep red); Buzzard (pale
yellow, tinged pink); Gold Crest (yellow); Golden Oriole (deep yellow); Hiawatha
(nasturtium red); Marion Merriman (yellow, flushed orange); Mephistopheles (red);
Ruddy Duck (orange red); Sylphides (phlox pink); Toucan (pale cream with a yellow
splash).

Exbury azaleas were developed about 30 years ago by Lionel de Rothschild; he
hybridized some of the Knap Hill strain wilh Azalea slnensls. The flowers of his
seedlings are from three to four inches in diameter and are thicker and more
square than the Knap Hill types. The shrubs grow about four to six feet high and
about three to four feet wide, although a few are smaller. Here is a good collec-
tion: Brazil (a very good orange red); Berryrose (large carmine with yellow splash);
Cecile (hugh salmon-pink); George Reynolds (rich yellow); Ginger (orange);
Golden Horn (golden yellow); and Hotspur (flame red).

Three uselul books on azaleas
ff you want to know more about azalea growing, here are three excellent books
which you could buy or borrow from a public library: Azaleas, Kinds and Culture
by H. Harold Hume, published by Macmillan; The Azalea Handbook, by the
American Hort icul tural  Society,  1600 Bladensburg Road, N.E.,  Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A.; The Azalea Book, by Frederic P. Lee, published by Van Nostrand. .

Editor's Note Unfortunately the books on the above list may no longer be available but
may sti l l  be found in l ibraries. There are a number of newer publications, many of which
have been reviewed in past issues of the Bulletin. New members may not be aware that
members of RSC are elegible to borrow books from the Library of the Royal Botanical
Garden, Burlington, Ontario.
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THE RHODODENDRON GARDEN OF ST. CATHARINES
Rudy Behring St. Catharines, Ontario

This is the story of a developing 'Rhododendron Garden' on the south'shore of
Lake Ontario. The exact location is the extreme north'east corner of St.
Catharines. lt is best reached by crossing the Welland Canal at lock no. 1 going
east on Lakeshore Rd, turning north onto Read Road and proceeding as far as the
small public parking lot on the left hand side. The ponds are a shortffil l due
north-west. (Note: lf coming from the direction of Toronto, north is ffiffi left
after ths turn in Hamilton). qQ'r

After a self-imposed exile from Montreal with its newly created Rhodo Garden at
the M.B.G., it was only natural that I would be in need of an area where my upcom-
ing large hybrids could grow undisturbed. In the fall of 1976, I approached the St.
Catharines Parks Department in the hope of securing a small section in one of
their parks. After stating my reasons and qualif ications to manager Bob Munson, I
was most surprised to be given the choice of any of ninety'three parks that the
'Garden City' administers. Panic set in, being confronted with such a large
choice. On further inquiry, some of the better locations were pointed out, in'
cluding a little known Bird Sanctuary. One drawback would be a chainlink fence
surrounding the area but, in return, it would provide a measure of security against
vandalism which is so prevalent in these times.

More out of curiosity (about this park with the chainlink fence) then anything else
made me visit the 'Happy Rolph Bird Sanctuary'. One look from the caretaker's
house had my head spinning. Down below the ponds and past the huge weeping
willow (bed 17) was Lake Ontario. Visions of yet another'Wisley Garden'danced
in my mind. This was it, no other garden would do! Soon a preliminary plan was
prepared and given to Mr. Munson, who presented it to City Hall for approval and
subsequently a bylaw was passed. This 'Best of Two Worlds' agreement is
presented in a separate article.

With a total area of 15 acres, the Sanctuary consists of a strip of shoreline and
trees to the west, the 5.5 acres enclosed by the fence and all the orchard area east
as far as Read Road. Next to the public parking is a domestic animal enclosure
where the public can view and pet the animals. The old cherry orchard has been
interplanted with 4000 evergreens for future development as a woodland area.
Four years ago, the City bought some of the land and the house from Harry Rolph
who had planted many of the large selections of trees and bushes around the
ponds. The large living room of the house will be opened soon to the public in
order to provide year-round sheltered viewing of wild ducks, Ganada geese and
the many other birds that make this Sanctuary a bird lover's paradise. The four to
five foot high fence keeps dogs and the public out of the nesting area and will
protect the rhodo plantings at the same time. Viewing areas are provided at
various locations ahd for an overall view a tower is planned next to the picnic
area. lt should be remembered that, all vegetation is in place with just the rhodo
beds to be blended in. As can be seen, from the accompanying map, the main im-
pression that one has, are two connecting ponds with meadows blending into the
bushes at the edge to the inclines. Two strips of 2O' lo 25'tall Austrian pines, on
the inclines, give the whole area that natural look. Another weeping willow stands
on an island used for waterfowl only. Varied spruces, cedars and high evergreen
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shrubs blend with the redbuds, f lowering dogwoods, giant wi ld roses and 20' tal l
Euonymus bushes (fruits from white to dark red). what a sight in spring, for that
matter, year roundl

For the culture of rhododendrons this garden is almost ideal. wind protection
from the west is provided by the adjoining buildings of 'Potters Distil lers' and a
hedgerow along the inside of the fence. The pines on each incline provide addi-
tional protection. since the city trimmed out the bottom pine branches, a partially
shaded growing condition is now provided. Air drains at all times from all areas,
eliminating frost pockets. The closeness of the lake insures that the temperature
never drops below -20'c (-5'F) in winter, while providing cooling in summer, giv-
ing me a chance to try growing R. arboreum. The soil is, in most locations, sandy
loam with a good layer of pine debris, with an average acidity of pH s.25. This
al lows the direct digging in of rhodos, f in ishing with a good layer of pine mulch.
Air and ground moisture are present at all times.
In designing the area as a rhododendron garden, certain criteria had to be taken
into consideration. No plants were to be grown closer than six feet to the water
(to allow cutting of grass), except where they could be interplanted with existing
vegetation. No walking would be allowed in the meadows during breeding season
(May-June, at the main rhodo flowering time) since fowl lay their eggs into the
grass. This last problem has now been mainly overcome by re-establishing
through clearing, a long forgotten path along the pines. This path starts now at
the south-west service entrance, and ends at the main viewing area as indicated
on the plan. Thus, most beds are accessible for planting and maintenance from
the back. All beds without partial shade have been reserved for azaleaB, with area
22 exclusively for azaleas that like swampy conditions. Bed 16 will be the nursery
bed, since it is hard to view from most directions. The duck feeding area, bed 1,
will be planted with common large material, since it is outside the fenced-in sec-
tion. The design is such, that all large rhodos will be planted at the greatest distance
from view, with medium growing ones closer up and small or dwarf types next to
the fencing.

The first rhododendron, 'Direktor E. Hjelm'was planted (bed g) during a ceremony
in May 1977, attended by city officials and Mr. and Mrs. Lyall Fretz who donated
that large plant. My wife, Monique planted 'cynthia', our first plant, into bed 7 in
the hope that this large growing rhodo will, in time, overhang the edge of the
water. In the fall, Lyall donated more large plants which were placed in various
locations. other donations have been pledged, with the hope, that other en-
thusiasts will do the same. Anyone making donations will be given preferred ac-
cess to the eventual harvest of material. Flower trusses taken for Shows will be
entered in the name of the 'St. Catharines Rhododendron Garden'.
In the coming years, large plants will be set out into the beds with thousands of
smaller ones to be grown on, in the pine groves. As the bottom pine branches die
off, the rhodo beds could in time stretch the whole length of both inclines. In turn,
grown on plants could be transplanted into the picnic area and the former
driveway to Read Road. In short, the whole 15 acres, wherever conditions allow. In
the far future, should I be so lucky to be stil l around, any left-over material might
then be considered for other city parks. Another plan of mine would involve the
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SOLVING CULTURAL TROUBLES OF RHODODENDRONS AND OTHER
ERICACEOUS PLANTS
Alfred M. S. Pridham and Arthur S. Lieberman
Adapted from N.Y. State College of Agriculture - Gornell Extension Bulletin No. 1091

The plant family Ericaceae includes such ornamental shrubs as Rhododendron
(rhododendrons, azaleas), Pieris (Japanese and mountain andromeda), Kalmia
latifolia (mountain laurel), Leucothoe (drooping leucothoe), Vaccinium (blueberry)
and others. These plants grow best in a location protected from excessive wind
and sun; in a porous, wel l -drained soi l  with high moisture-holding abi l i ty
(preferably with high organic content and acid reaction);and with a mulch of good
insulating quality covering the soil surface.

Certain troubles of ericaceous plants result from poor environmental conditions.
To determine the problem, use the diagnostic checklist. Corrective measures are
outlined in the section on each cultural problem. A checklist of problems caused
by diseases and insects is also given.

SPECIFIC CULTURAL PROBLEMS
Yellow foliage (Chlorosis)
The shallow-rooted Ericaceous plants develop chlorosis when anything interferes
with absorption of iron through the roots, or when iron in the plant is not in an
available form.

The leaves gradually yellow except for the veins, which remain green. Symptoms
range from lighter than normal green in mild cases to distinctly off-colour yellow
in severe cases. These symptoms, repeated year after year, become intensified
and the leaves take on a whitish cast and have dead brown areas. Eventually the
leaves die and weak leaves or no leaves appear in spring. Twigs and finally entire
plants die.

Symptoms of chlorosis are evident in young leaves at time of bud break and first
expansion in spring as well as in fully expanded foliage. Look for them in young
foliage and apply corrective measures promptly while immediate response is
possible.

Physical causes of chlorosis are incorrect cultivation of the soil which destroys
some of the feeding roots; no or insufficient mulch which allows the soil to heat
and dry out extensively and injures feeding roots; sandy soil with too little organic
matter to retain moisture or poorly drained soil that has too little oxygen.
Chemical causes include too much lime, either alone or in relation to other solu-
ble salts; or an actual deficiency of iron in the soil.
lf any of the physical causes are responsible the permanent solution to the pro-
blem is to correct the soil condition or maintenance practice. lt may even be ad-
visable to lift the plants and amend the soil. These are the necessary steps: dig
out the plant; cut back the top in cases of extreme chlorosis; replant in a
sheltered location in soil high in peat, topped with a mulch. Fertil ize and water
with urea or ammonium sulfate (or other fertil izer, including slow-release
organics, in which 1/3 of the nitrogen is in the ammonium form) at rates not
greater than a teaspoonf ul of fertil izer per gallon of water once a month during the
spring and through the summer (except in cases where lush growth indicates that
fertil izer is unnecessary until the following spring); and control insect pests and
diseases.
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4. Protect sensitive evergreen plants with a windbreak or sunshade. Place the
plants on the lee side of less sensitive evergreen trees, or put up a shield of
lath or other materials to moderate the wind and the sun's rays'

5. Where needed, during the middle of hot, early spring days, turn a sprinkler on
the plant or otherwise provide windbreak or sunshade.

Snow damage
Ericaceous 

-plants, 
particularly the evergreens, suffer from heavy snowfall that

bends plants and breaks stems and branches. The gardener may protect the
plants in late fall by providing a protective cover such as snow fence placed on
2-by-2 posts, or by brushing the snow off the plants.

A moderate amount of snow is desirable as winter protection. ln fact, light dry
snow may be carefully shovelled against these plants to provide insulation
against winter damage from low temperatures.

Ralsed-bed plantlngs
The roots of plants set in raised beds are subject to colder temperatures at the
margins of the bed than are the roots of plants set in the ground. To help prevent

cold damage, build the beds at least six feet wide and mulch them thoroughly in
the fal l .

lf it is possible to build raised beds that slope down to the soil surface, plant the
slope with grass. Such beds have better winter protection than do beds surrounded
by brick or similar materials.

Normal leaf drop
It is normal for older foliage to drop off during dry periods of late summer and dry'
ing weather of early spring. So long as new foliage has a good green colour'
nothing need be done.

Mlce and rabblt damage
Mice and rabbits often girdle the stems of plants and kill branches and twigs' See
other Extension service publications for control recommendations.

Failure to bloom
Non-blooming may result from one or a combination of the following:

1. The plant is too Young.
2. Winter injury and cold injury in other seasons may have killed flower buds.

When plants harden-off incompletely in early autumn, early fall frosts may kill
the buds. In this condition, the buds will also be killed by sudden cold spells
in November and December. During the first warm days of spring' temperature
hardiness is quickly lost by flower buds as they break dormancy. A severe
frost following this loss of dormancy can cause f lower or parts of the f lower to
die.

3. The plant has insufficient sunlight.
4. Vegetative growth is excessive.
5. A normal off-year occurs in some plants; some bloom heavily one year' lightly

the next, and heavily again a third year'
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Taxus weevil

Azalea bark scale

Rhododendron
Lace-bug

Borer

Dieback or Wil t

Taxus weevil

Mountain Laurel
Lace-bug
Borer
Leafspots

Leaf bl ight

Andromeda
Lace-bug
Mites

Notched leaves (in from margin) on lower and inner parts
of the plant; also root damage and some bark girdling.
White cottony masses and black mold on twigs.

Yel low st ipl ing on leaves, dark nymphs, lace-winged
adults,  brownish spott ing on underside of leaf.
Holes in bark with sawdust protruding. Scattered dead
branches.
Twig dieback; fungi also may cause rotting of roots or
base of trunk.
Notched leaves (in from margin) on lower and inner parts
of the plant; also root damage.

See symptoms for rhododendron.
See symptoms for rhododendron.
lrregular and circular l ight grey spots with purple-brown
borders.
Infrequent. Leaves have brownish blotches. Symptoms
very similar to leaf scorch.

See symptoms for rhododendron.
Very f ine st ipl ing of leaves; t iny red eggs and mites on
undersides of leaves.

Editor's Note
For specif ic controls of insects and diseases we refer once again to the publication Insect,
Disease and Weed Control in the Home Garden (publication No. 64) (See RSC - Vol. 5, No. 1,
page 20). This booklet was prepared by our own Bil l Brandis. Send $.50, payable to the
Treasurer of Ontario with your request to Information Branch, Ministry of Agriculture and
Food, Parliament Buildings, Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A5.

REGIONAL NOTES

Atlantic Region W. Ostrom
The November 1977 meeting of the newly formed Atlantic Region focussed on
propagation and winter protection. George Swain and Dr. D. Craig discussed and
demonstrated propagation by seed and afterwards the flats of RR. schlippen-
bachi, roseum, calendulaceum, vaseyi, iaponicum and carolinianum were
distributed to the members.

Captain Steele discussed and demonstrated propagation by cuttings. This was
fol lowed by a discussion of mulching and winter protect ion. The meeting ended
with the drawing for the door prizes provided by Captain Steele; healthy budded
plants of 'Maximum Roseum',  'P.J.M. ' ,  and 'Gibral tar ' .

Given the fact that we have a consistent attendance of 20 people to the meetings
and field trips, it seems our new Region has a solid base on which to grow.



'srea{ elnln; u1 ecueyodut; leet6;o eq o1 enold
ll!/n f'r\orls lenuuE slql dn 6u;11es u; peu;e6 em ecuel:edxo eql 'ploqoq o1 alnsee;d
e peepu! sern reqlaDol pello/v\ saollltutrJoc Jno lle qclql u! louueu oql 'ecuels!
-xe ;euo10a: 6unoA lo lue^e 6ulurnolc eql se/v\ lqnop e tnoqllm uo;6ag ele6elp
etll [q petsoq epeupC ;o {1e;cog uolpuopopoqu oql lo /noqs lenuuV l]lua^as aql

uosn0te3;1;1y1 uo;6egBlnsuluedrre6e;1

'p3 '6u1l(;;1erO ]soul se/v\ c;lqnd aq1 lo uo!lceal aq] pue eldoed papulttl

1ue1d 1o acuepuelle poo6 smelp slemle orluaC uapJeg cl^lC aql 'p/e/{\P oLll rol peleuop
palpze ue pelloca.r ̂Aor.ls u! lsgg Jo louu!/v\ eLll pue papJe/v\P oJol suoqq!.1 :Jeululos 6u;6pn[
e u! paledlcrlred 1;e gueserd sJaquioy{ 'ln}ssoccns lsoul se/v\ /v\otls Jg/'Aoll uo;Oeg oluoJol

'au,rll lsrll aql Jol 'ree{ s1q1 anluleduoc - /v\otls eql ul ued elel ol pue suoolq
eql oJ!r.!pe ol 'uolsecco sltll uo olluoc uapjBe c!^!3 oLll lP spuaul pue sjoquer.lJ
{1e;cog {ueur aas og adoq aM 't eunf uo /'AoqS ls/rlol3 leuo;6eg Jno sl sP
'6updg lo eJnleel luau;uo"rd e s{ern;e s1 'g {ey1 uo lee{ slql plotl'uoglcny }ueld lng

'rnoABepuo

allLyn-quo^ slrll qllr'^ polslsse or.l^^ lle ol sluei1l {uey1 ;{pleq lou elervr letll
leql psulnsse auorfuane ueqrrn slep eql uoll acuBApP 1eel6 y 'elnllnc Jleql uo uo!l
-BtuJolu! arou lsanbar ol pue 'suapteg puelpooM {q pep;rrotd s}ueld lo {elds!p
{;eno; eqg aJlrupe og pasned eldoed {uey1 'qlooq {telcos uolpuopopoqg e 6u;u
-ueu pue dn Oulltas le preq polto/r^ eoJB oluolof aql u! slaqulau pue 'rye6 uo;1
-lqlqxf le oluoJof lo qnlC uaplee eLll lo ̂ otls lalv\oll 6u;tdg aql se/r^ I ol L t{cley\

'uollcelo.rd Jolu!/n uo slultl ;ec11ce:d sn ene6 uecung uey pue iselels
pollun oql u! suopre6 uorpuepopotp auos ;o selnlcld slLl tll!,vr sno!^ua sn oper!
uolulH eneg i6u;1sel llos lo spotllau Oullellsuotuep 'tuelq;1 oplls aLll ol peppe
fgmau sap;1s ]uallocxe errlos pa^/\otls dolleg pall 'se!ulle1 pue s;le;d Inll]neaq sLll
ol suellue6 pue selnurl"rd u:ot; 'suo.tpuapopotp qllrvr urnolO aq uec qc;qm s1ueld
{ueu arll lo euros Dulrnoqs',,uepteg lead eq1, uo IIP} palellsnll! ue {q pemollol
se/n ll 'lcocupH sel ol lepotueut Dulttg e ',,spooM s,lcocueH 'tV{,, lo 6u;rnoqs e
ql;rvr ue6eq Llolrl/'^ 'arluec uspree cl^lc oL.ll le 0ullaey\ 6u|jdg:no seM 8l fueuqe3

'srnllnc sil 6ululeld
-xa Ilpl louq slrl serr trl6lttl6lq B pue '�elv\eqso ulojl ul!L{ qltrr (utoolq u;) e;leulec
Inlllnpeq e lq6norq ueul/r^oC pl^ec 'lstllo qcee qll^r\ palulenbce lellaq auoceq ol
{llunuoddo srll pup Ilteydsoq ,sllPqsJeW aql pa{olue spuetJl lleql pue eequJaul
{Uol ueql orotu sE Inlltueld se^ pool eql pue pa/noll ou!/r^ otll 'pelq6ll sB^^ soJl
aql'0u1r'ao16 sp/v\ elrl eql'/l raquJoce6 uo llpr.lslpy\ pls pup aUlOUE lo ouloLl aql
1e ,(yed Injropuorr^ E qll/'A suollerqaloo seulsuqC tleql ueoeq sJaqurau oluolol

sullllM ercqreg uo;6eg oluolol

'xel!leH 'poo/ilaplnog 'peou s,llEH lP ralEl laa/n ouo euJes
or.ll op lll/n alaals '1deg 'uo;1e1S qcreosoH ;ernllncqr6y aql punoJe Ile/n B lcnp
-uoc lll/n OlerC 'rC 'g; eunp uo oll!^luoy lp plstl eq ol '0ullaey! lenuuv oql loltv
'suollsenb pala/nsup pue'6u1un:d'lorluoc gsed'uoggezglluol'uo!lE^;11nc leleueD
uo alods olaols >lctq 'tdeC pue aH 'Llroolq llnl lo elep e6ererre eqt 6ulteclpul
'seo;Bze pue sopoqr lo seplls pe/noqs 61elg '1'6 'lO 'tllgz Ieyl uo ulnosny{ Ellocs
e^oN aql lB pleq servr 'e;doed 9z lnoqe lo acuBpuollB uE Ltu/rl\ '6u|1aeu 6u1ldg:ng

raq6eeyl ueallv uo;6eg clluBllv

97 e0e6



Page 26

The record number of trusses entered, 316 to be exact, was a great surprise as the
cool spr ing weather held back most of the hybrids for later blooming. The unusual
part of this show was to bring to our attention the large number of seedlings and
species entered. This wi l l  no doubt increase the interest in growing plants of the
species which were viewed for the f i rst  t ime by many, including myself .

I  would l ike to give a big thank you to Woodland Nurseries for sett ing up their  f  ine
display and to all members who entered trusses which created quite a problem
for the judges. All these entries made our show a great success.

So to al l  members, Nat ional,  Regional,  Judges, Clerks etc.  and especial ly to The
Hort icul ture Research Inst i tute of Ontar io for their  unl imited support  and to al l
who were in some way involved a hearty thanks and success in future shows.
Heman Howard, the guest speaker spoke on Dexter Hybrids and their origin and
presented slides of these plants in glorious color. Also we were entertained by a
mysterious lady who danced between the tables with a bottle of wine in her hand
and what a show she out on!

Owen Sound, Ontario "Operation Rhodo" - In the spring of 1977 twelve
members of the Owen Sound Horticultural Society each received a free young
(8-10') rhododendron and a pamphlet on culture and were asked to report on the
progress and condition of their plant at the end of one year. All reports are in with
100% survival rate. Most have responded with doubled size in the first season
and three of them bloomed this spring. Only one or two reported minor problems
and all participants seemed most interested and pleased with the project, and
were eagerly looking forward to the next season's progress.

Mississauga, Ontario Southern Ontario and specifically Toronto-Mississauga
members will be disappointed to learn that Kathy Leishman, our immediate Past
President is moving back to B.C. (where she came from originally!) She swears
that she is taking all her rhodos and azaleas with her but promises not to forsake
us even though she will be back where the gardening is easy! We hope that the
move wi l l  be a happy one for her and her family.  We wi l l  miss you, Kathy!

Vancouver, B.C. Excerpts from a letter to the Treasurer Dec. 3,
1977.. .Already I  see my funds subl imating in the Christmas col lapse - so
enclose $10.00 to serve as my soon due renewal. lam pleased to see the Rhodo
Society continues to progress...My interest in Vineland dates back. In 1907, my
f irst visit, the f irst Director, Harvey S. Peart, was living in a tent, and conducting
the eleven miles of t i le drainage and the supervision of his residence. And f i f ty
years later my late brother-in-law Frank Palmer prefaced his title to "The First Fif-
ty Years" with "The Silver Cord" which I suggested from Ecclesiastics. So I have
a special interest as his plan for your Society builds up into quite a mark of pro-
gress in the hort icul tural  at tainments of Canada - and long may i t  cont inue.

With very best wishes,
Roy. M. Winslow

Mr. Winslow has been a member since 1974. Ed.
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Claus ,  Mrs .  Mur ie l
6 Mountainview Drive
St. Catharines, Ontario L2T 3H4

Conrad, Mrs. Mary
R.  R.3 ,  Dayspr ing
Lunenberg County, Nova Scotia

Doherty, John
2094 Amiens Avenue
Windsor, Ontario N8W 1T2

Eke, Douglas
"Hawkview", Town Line Road, R.R.1
Freelton, Ontario L0R 1K0

Fenton,  Wi l l iam J .
7 Redwood Road
Kingsvi l le, Ontario N9Y 2V4

Flock, R. G.
1515 Lornewood Road
Mississauga, Ontario L5H 3G2

Fournier, Al ice
R .  R , 2
Musquodoboit Harbour,
NovaScotia BoJ 2L0

Glasbergen, John
604Thornwood Avenue
Burl ington, Ontario L7N 3B8

Harvey, Dr. J. H.
946 Richie Drive
Hali fax. Nova Scotia 83H 3P5

Hort iculture, School of ,  Library
P.O. Box 150
Niagara Falls, Ontario L2EGT2

Jewett. Grover
R .  R . 2
Lunenberg County, NovaScotia BOJ 2G0

Johnson,  Rhoda M.
2190 Hixon Street
Oakvi l le, Ontario L6L 1T4

Leioh-Bell ,  Mrs. Joan
1302 Dunbar Place
Burl ington, Ontario L7P 2Jg

Le Page, Kenneth L.
862 Jackson Way
Delta, B. C. V4L 1W4

Looan, Mrs. H.
325Cary Court
Oakvi l le. Ontario L6J 5V7

London Hort icultural SocietY
c/o Pauline Richards
R .  R . 6
London,Ontario N6A4C1

Macaulay, Mrs. S.
l24Cli f ton Road
Toronto.Ontario M4T2G6

Marchi ldon,  Miss El len
146 Humbervale Blvd.
Toronto, Ontario M8Y 3P8

Mason, Mrs. Mary
30 Briartield Crescent
St. Catharines, Ontario L2T3T5

McClintock, Miss Margaret
44 Glen Road, Apt. 1108
Hamilton. Ontario LBS 4N2

McDiarmid, Mrs. R.C.
4388 Lakeshore Road
Burl in gton, Ontario L7 L 1 82

McGi l l ,  James
Site 8, Compartment 37, R. R. 1
Bedford. Nova Scotia BON 180

Meagher, J. T.
9 Armshore Road
Halifax, NovaScotia

Mi l ler .  Mark
108 Bavview Ridoe
Willowdale.Ontdrio MzL1E7

Moody, Mr. & Mrs. H. G.
Box422
MahoneBay,NovaScot ia BOJ2E0

Morrow, J.C.
1 596 Chestnut Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia BgH 3T2

Newcombe, BarrYW.
Compartment 33, Site 50, R. R. 2
Bedford, NovaScotia BON 1B0

Newton, Mr. & Mrs. B.R.
R. R. 1, Cartwright Boundary Road
Nestleton, Ontario LOB 1L0

Peters. Dennis
283 Balsam Drive
Oakvil le, Ontario LGJ 3X7

Pomeroy, Mrs.
1 79 Aberdeen Avenue
Peterborough, Ontario KgH 4W7

Prescott, Wm. A.
P.O. Box 545
Sackvil le, New Brunswick EOA 3C0

Rawlings, Charles
12 Corinne Crescent
Scarborough, Ontario M1K 2Y8

Reynolds, Darlene
239 Hazelglen Drive
Kitchener, Ontario N2M 2Eo

Richardson, Ruth
25 Widder Street West
St. Mary's, Ontario N0M 2V0
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Connoisseurs

Canadian
Grown
Rhododendrons

We of fe r  fo r  sa le  the  la rges t  var ie ty  o f
hardy  rhododendrons  and aza leas
p r o d u c e d  i n  E a s t e r n  C a n a d a .

Our  research  work  goes  back  th i r ty - f  i ve
years .  Some o f  our  f i rs t  p lan t ings  are
now a  hea l thy  seven fee t  in  he igh t  and
spread.

O u r  a n n u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  y o u n g  p l a n t s
is  f  rom cu t t ings  taken f  rom p lan ts  tha t
have a l ready  proven the i r  wor th  in  our
W o o d l a n d  T r i a l  G r o u n d s .

New and ra re  var ie t ies  a re  d i f f  i cu l t  to
obta in .  Wr i te  to  us  about  them.  We may
be ab le  to  secure  them f  o r  you .

I n  a d d i t i o n  w e  p r o d u c e  a  w i d e
assortment of t rees, sh rubs,.  everg reens
and herbaceous p lan ts .

W R I T E  F O R  C A T A L O G U E

WOODLAND NURSERIES
2 1 5 1  C a m i l l a  R o a d
M ississauga, O ntar io,  Canada


