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Zostera caulescens
•  Flat leaves 10-100cm

with a short sharp tip
• Flowering shoot to 5m

with many leaves

Zostera caespitosa
•  Flat leaves to 70cm

with rounded notched
tip and short rhizome
internodes with
persistent sheath

Zostera marina
•  Flat leaves to 3m with a

rounded leaf tip and
creeping rhizome

•  Seeds 3-4mm brown and
ridged

Phyllospadix iwatensis
•  Flat leaves to 150cm with

rounded tip and yellowish/
brown rhizome

•  5 leaf veins

Phyllospadix japonicus
•  Flat leaves to 100cm

with rounded tip and
black rhizome internodes
fibers

•  3 leaf veins

Phyllospadix torreyi
•  Rolled leaves to 200

cm with rounded to
slightly notched tip

•  3 leaf veins

Phyllospadix scouleri
•  Flat leaves to 200cm

with rounded/flattened/
notched tip and
rhizome internodes
with yellow/ gray fibers

•  3 leaf veins

Phyllospadix serrulatus
•  Flat leaves to 40cm

with rounded/flattened
tip with serrated leaf
edges

•  5-7 leaf veins
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Zostera asiatica
•  Flat wide leaves to 150cm

with a flattened or notched
tip and thick rhizome

•  Seeds 3-5mm brown and
smooth

www.SeagrassNet.org

Zostera japonica
•  Flat leaves to 30cm with

notched uneven leaf tip
  and thin rhizome
•  No erect stems



Additional Species sometimes found in the Temperate North Pacific Region 
 
Rm Ruppia maritima  -- Global 

• Thin strap-like leaves to 25 cm long 
• Blades gradually taper to a point 
• Flowers and fruits on erect branching stem (50 cm) 

 
Hw Halodule wrightii – Tropical Mexico 

• Leaves flat and thin 
• Leaf tip with 2-3 points 
• Rhizome whitish 
• Leaves 2 – 22 cm long 

 
Hd Halophila decipiens  -- Tropical Mexico 

• Paddle-shaped leaves 
• Leaf hairs on both sides 
• Leaf margins serrated 
• Leaf length 1 – 4 cm 

 
Hk Halophila nipponica  -- Temperate Asia 

• Oval leaves 
• Leaf cross-veins ~11 branching pairs 
• Leaf width 16 mm 
• Leaf length 32 mm 

 
Ho Halophila ovalis  -- Tropical Asia 

• Oval leaves 
• Leaf cross-veins 10 or more 
• Leaf width 2 –4 mm 
• Leaf length 8 – 13 mm 
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