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Definition:

Deposit Feeder = an animal that ingests deposited, particulate food which primarily consists of 
relatively inert material of low nutritional value (mineral grains, refractory organic matter, etc.)
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Nutritional needs of deposit feeders:

•Organic carbon

•Organic nitrogen

•Essential fatty acids (long chain PUFAs)

•Essential amino acids (~10)

•Sterols

•Vitamins

Potential food sources:

•Vascular plant detritus              Corg, N?, sterols?

•Algae (live and dead) Corg, N?, sterols, PUFAs

•Sediment bacteria - SW Corg, N, E.A.A.s?

•Sediment bacteria – DS Corg, N, E.A.A.s?, PUFAs

•Protozoa and meio-

fauna all nutrients

•Amorphous OM Corg, ?
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Lopez and Levinton, 1987



Danish spartina marsh

Hydrobia



Hydrobia



Euzonus = ophiliid polychaete
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Figure 8. Comparison of the body-size-
dependent variations in delta-13C between 
the two polychaetes collected from False 
Bay.  Shaded regions indicate body lengths 
within the 95% confidence interval around 
the estimated breakpoint in the piecewise 
linear model for each species.
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