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 AKA Psoralea macrostachya 

 

 

 

 

  

This tall, lush California native wildflower is a pretty plant 
that grows in moist soils at creek side stabilizing the soil 
there. Reaching heights up to 6’, it is a pea family member 
whose violet blossoms are a nectar source for both 
butterflies and bees, alike. As a legume, it fixes nitrogen 
from the air, allowing it to thrive even where soils are 
poor. Though often found in wetlands in nature, it grows 
well in standard, moist garden soil, and its only limitation 
seems to be the presence of moisture. Though it appears 
shrub-like, the whole plant goes dormant in winter, when it 
should be cut to the ground.  Showy! 

Leather root  

Zones 7-10 Sun to shade  


