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Underwood Law Firm, P.C.
1111 W. Loop 289  |  Lubbock, Texas 79416  |  806.793.1711

Mike Smiley has represented banks, other financial institutions,
and businesses in commercial disputes, collection litigation, bankruptcy 
matters, and in business transactions for over 25 years. His practice in-
cludes a variety of creditor’s rights areas, including lien enforcement, 
foreclosures and repossessions. Mr. Smiley also represents his clients in 
construction disputes and real estate matters. He has litigated matters in
state and federal courts, including bankruptcy court. He is the leader of 
the Financial Institutions and Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice 
groups.

Underwood Law Firm, P.C.
500 S. Taylor, Suite 1200 

Amarillo, TX 79101
806.376.5613 

www.uwlaw.com

Underwood Law Firm, P.C. 

EDUCATION
 Texas Tech University 

School of Law, J.D. 1984 
 Texas A&M University, 

B.B.A. 1981 

Shareholder
806.379.0344
806.349.9485 fax 
mike.smiley@uwlaw.com

AREAS OF PRACTICE
 Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights
 Business Law
 Construction Law
 Financial Institutions
 Litigation

ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIATIONS
 Texas Bar Foundation, Life Fellow
 Amarillo Area Bar Association
 State Bar of Texas, Bankruptcy Section 
 Texas Association of Bank Counsel 
 State Bar of Texas, Construction Law Section 
 Commercial Law League of America 
 The Bridge Children’s Advocacy Center 
 Kiwanis Club of Amarillo
 Leadership Amarillo & Canyon
 High Plains Epilepsy Association
 High Plains Drifters Soccer Club
 Presenter annually of program on Debt Collection Practices for re-

gional bank

BAR/COURT ADMISSIONS 
 State Bar of Texas, 1984 
 U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas 
 U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Texas 

Ph: 806.793.1711
Fax: 806.793.1723

david.backus@uwlaw.com

Education:

www.uwlaw.com LUBBOCK, TEXAS

David Backus’ practice is comprised chiefly of public school and regional 
education service center education law.  Prior to assuming his duties with 
the Underwood Law Firm, Mr. Backus served as general counsel for the 
Region 17 Education Service Center in Lubbock, senior attorney for the 
Texas Association of School Boards’ Legal Services Division in Austin, and 
staff counsel and lobbyist for the Texas Association of School 
Administrators in Austin.  He is an officer on the Board of Directors of the 
Texas Council of School Attorneys and a past editorial board member of the 
Texas School Administrators Legal Digest.  When he is not advising or 
defending school districts and education service centers, Mr. Backus is 
assisting families to finalize the legal portion of their adoption process.  An 
adoptive father of four, he considers this a special part of his practice.

Public Education Law
Construction Law
Employment Law

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas

State Bar of Texas Counsel for School Law Attorneys, member
State Bar of Texas School Law Section, member
Texas Bar Foundation, Fellow
TEA Certified Provider of Continuing Education for school boards
TEA Certified Provider of Continuing Professional Education for 
educators

Texas Tech University School
of Law; J.D., 1988

Southwestern University; B.A., 
1985

United States Marine Corps
1985-1994

David P. Backus

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit




