
Acokanthera o p p o s i t i f o l i a  
( APOCYNACEAE) 

NOMENCLATURE : IDENTIFICATION : 

Accepted Name : Acokanthera opposi t  i f o l i a  (Lam.) L .E .Codd 

Approved by : G#?c 
References : See Bibliography* 

Synonyms : Cestrum oppositi .folium - Lam. 
C. venenatum Burm. - 
C . venenatum Thunb . - 
Acokanthera l amarck i i  G.Don 
A. venenata  E.Mey. - 
A. venenata  (Burm.f.) G.Don e x  A.C.Smith - 
Toxicophalaea thunb e r g i i  Harv . 
T. c e s t r p i d e s  A.DC . - 
Car issa  acokanthera Pichon 
C . oppos it i f  01 ium (Lam. ) Pichon - 

DESCRIPTION: Shrub o r  s m a l l  t r e e  2-4 m. h igh ,  evergreen;  branches more o r  
l e s s  e r e c t ,  s p a r i n g l y  branched, glabrous o r ,  r a r e l y ,  puberulous. Leaves 
very  c o r i a c e o i s  , dark green and glossy above, glabrous o r  minutely p a p i l l o s e ,  
p a l e r  and sometimes p u r p l i s h  beneath,  o v a t e - e l l i p t i c  t o  oblong o r  oblong- 
l a n c e o l a t e ,  5-10 cm. long and 2-5 cm. broad,  cuneate  o r  ob tuse  a t  t he  base ,  
apex a c u t e ,  r a r e l y  obtuse t o  rounded, mucronate; secondary nerves 5-10 on 
each s i d e ,  u s u a l l y  d i s t i n c t ;  margin r evo lu t e ;  p e t i o l e  s t o u t ,  t r ansve r se ly  
wr inkled ,  channel led above, 2-5 mm. long .  Inf lorescence  many-flowered, 
s u b s e s s i l e ,  cont rac ted  and corymbose o r  a s h o r t ,  dense raceme of cymes; 
b r a c t s  ova te ,  1 .5  mm. long ,  caducous . Flowers s e s s i l e ,  whi te  t inged  wi th  
p ink ,  scented .  Calyx sma l l ,  2  mm. long ,  puberulous o r  g labrous ,  s e p a l s  
ova te- lanceola te ,  a c u t e ,  o f t e n  c i l i a t e .  Corol la  salver-shaped;  tube 
c y l i n d r i c ,  wider n e a r  t h e  apex and s l i g h t l y  cont rac ted  t o  t h e  t h r o a t ,  8-11 
mrn. long,  pubescent t o  subglabrous wi thou t ,  h a i r y  w i t h i n ,  lobes  broadly  
ova te ,  ab rup t ly  a c u t e ,  2-2.5 mm. long ,  pubescent.  Stamens 5 ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  
t h e  t h r o a t ,  s u b s e s s i l e ;  a n t h e r s  ova te ,  1 mm. long ,  apex almost glabrous.  
Ovary e n t i r e ,  2-chambered, w i th  one ovule i n  each l o c u l e  ; s t y l e  f i l i f o r m ,  
6-8 mm. long; s t igma smal l ,  c o n i c a l  wi th  a minutely b i f i d  h a i r y  t i p .  F r u i t  
an e l l i p s o i d  o r  subglobose b e r r y ,  e i t h e r  sma l l ,  8-12 mm. long and 6-8 mm. i n  
diameter ,  o r  l a r g e ,  1.4-2 cm. long and 1-1.5 cm. i n  d iameter ,  purpl ish-black.  
Seeds 2 o r  1 (by a b o r t i o n ) ,  broadly e l l i p t i c  i n  o u t l i n e ,  f l a t t e n e d  on one 
s i d e ,  6 mm. long ( i n  smal l  f r u i t s )  o r  up t o  1.2 cm. long i n  l a r g e  f r u i t s .  
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ECOLOGY: Widespread i n  wooded p laces ,  i n  a v a r i e t y  of h a b i t a t s  from exposed 
rocky s lopes  t o  scrub f o r e s t ,  a long watercourses and i n  c o a s t a l  bush, 
occurr ing  from southern  and e a s t e r n  Cape Province,  through Natal  and 
Swaziland t o  t h e  Transvaal.  

Acocks has it recorded under t h e  Alexandria Fores t ,  bu t  i t s  n o t  common. 
L i s t ed  a s  more f requent  i n  t h e  Valley Bushveld t h a t  is cha rac te r i zed  by 
Euphorbia ingens,  E .  t i r u c a l l i ,  Dombeya cymosa, Dalbergia obovata,  Acacia - -- 
n i l o t i c a  subsp. krauss iana ,  Acacia robus ta ,  Ziziphus mucronata, Vitex - 
rehmannii and Vangueria i n f a u s t a .  

COMMENTS: F a i r l y  common on h i l l s i d e s  and Kloofs nea r  P r e t o r i a  and 
Johannesburg. 

Probably n o t  common in  Mufindi where a l s o  a c o l l e c t i o n  obtained was a c t i v e .  

USES: Has been used a s  an arrow poison and a s  an a n t i d o t e  t o  snake and .- 
s p i d e r  b i t e s .  Also a s  an anthe lmint ic ,  t o  t r e a t  stomachaches , anthrax ,  
toothaches,  and colds .  

ACTIVITY DATA I N  SPECIES OF Acokanthera: 

A. l o n g i f o l i a  - KB, PS D 

A. oblong_ifolia - KB C 

A.  opposi t  i f  o l i a  - - KB C 

A.  sch i r l l p l  - KB C 

Kings ton 

Kapadia 

Jordaan 

Wall 
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