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The subgroup of Philippine languages here called 
Northern Luzon (earlier descriptions called it Cordilleran) is 
slowly becoming better understood as new descriptions of its 
constituent languages are being published. This paper draws on 
the material that is now available to move toward a 
reconstruction of various features of the morphosyntax of the 
parent of the group, Proto-Northern Luzon. An overview of the 
syntax of Proto-Northern Luzon is provided as a context for 
discussing the reconstruction of the ‘phrase markers’ of noun 
phrases.  The paper deals specifically with the need to 
distinguish prepositional forms whose primary function is to 
mark the case of noun phrases, from nominal specifiers which 
specify features of their lexical head, and demonstratives which 
are often homophonous with and the source of nominal 
specifiers and case-marking prepositions. The paper restricts 
itself to reconstruction within one of the major subgroups of 
Northern Luzon – Central Cordilleran – beginning with the 
languages of the Nuclear Cordilleran set of languages, i.e. 
Bontok, Kankanaey, Balangao, and Ifugao, and then with the 
Kalinga-Itneg set of languages, and finally Isinai, to arrive at a 
set of reconstructions for the noun phrase markers of Proto-
Central Cordilleran.  It is argued that ‘bottom-up’ 
reconstruction of this type is essential in order to understand the 
historical processes that have brought about the plethora of 
forms that are found and to enable us to distinguish between 
forms that are retentions of reconstructed forms from those that 
are shared innovations. 
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1 These problems were discussed at more length during the plenary presentation at the 10th 
International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, 
Philippines, where this paper was first presented.  Each of these problems is being discussed 
more fully in other venues, see Reid (2006).  I wish to thank the participants at 10-ICAL, 
especially Hsiu-chuan Liao, Nikolaus Himmelmann, and Andrew Pawley, for their 
comments. 
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2 The only language of the group that I label as Northeastern Luzon which is included by 
Tharp (1974) in his subgrouping is Casiguran Dumagat (DGTC). 
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3 See Thomas and Healey (1962), Dyen (1965), and Walton (1979). 
4 In the languages of the South-Central Cordilleran family, *j became /d/ rather than the 
expected /g/ in forms that had either an initial or final velar nasal, specifically the forms for 
‘charcoal’ (*�uji�) and ‘name’ (*�-ajan) (Conant, 1911, pp. 84-85).  
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Table 1. *j > /d/ in some languages of Northern Luzon 
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* Himes (pers. comm.) notes that the Alta forms, with Isinai ���
� and Ilongot �����)�imply a 

PMCO *�����) a doublet with PMCO *�adan ‘name’. 
** This form appears with a /d/ reflex of *j in all languages of the northern Philippines, and 
may also be a borrowing in these languages as well.    
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�%� /??/(%� ���� .������� ���� 0�	����� .���
������� &��
�%� /?@;5� '���%�
/?B:5� #
���%� /??B(�� $�� ��������	����� �������
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� �� 	�

�� �� �� �� � � � � �� �
�� �� � I� � � � � � �
� �� � � � � � � � �
� �� � � � � � � *.2� &��������
���������(�

� �� � �� � � � � � �
�� �� � � � � � � � �

*The actual phonological value of the central vowel shown as * � in this table is unknown. In 
languages where it is still retained as a central vowel, the quality may range from /+/ to /�/. 
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���	��	�����������	���%� ���� ����
������ ������ ��������	��
���� ��� ����������
����	����� $���� ����	���� ���� ���
���� ����� ��� ��� ���	��	���� ��	��� 
������� ����

                     
5 This metathesis was first described in Conant (1912), and further discussed in Dyen (1972). 
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�� �������
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�� 
�� ���������� 
�� ��������
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��%�3!!;%�.��3%�����4/�44(��

                     
6 For a full discussion of transitivity and ergativity in Philippine languages, see Liao (2004). 
7 This term is preferred over the alternate term, Absolutive, in that it captures more linguistic 
generalities.  The functions of nominative NPs in accusative languages are little different 
from those labeled absolutive in ergative languages. Maintaining the term nominative 
moreover enables the syntactic change from ergative to accusative languages to be more 
clearly described. 
8 Not all oblique NPs were core.  Only those that encoded undergoer participants are 
considered to be core.  They could not be topicalized by fronting.  Oblique NPs could also 
encode location and time settings.  These were peripheral arguments and could be 
topicalized. 
9 The final nasal of this form represents an assimilating nasal the characteristics of which are 
discussed in Blust (2004). 
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10 The term genitive is used here, rather than the alternate term ergative, in that the forms 
which mark the actor in a transitive clause are identical to those which mark nominal 
possessors within a noun phrase. 
11 The term dative is used here because of its general use for phrases expressing recipients.  
However in these languages the same form is used for a wide range of semantic roles, 
including agent ‘by’, source ‘from’, goal ‘to’, and concomitant ‘with’.  
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12 In a number of Philippine languages (Ivatan, Kagayanen Manobo, Isinai, Casiguran 
Dumagat Agta, and various other Negrito languages, such as Northern Alta) that is precisely 
where determiners can often be found (see the Isinai examples appearing in (34)). 
13 Extension nouns require a (following) nominal complement predicate. 
14 Ruffolo (2005, p. 316) retains the label ‘Determiner’ for these forms, while noting that 
they are the heads of their phrases, and require a following complement. 
15 The term ‘recognitional’ is taken from Ruffolo (2005, p. 167), who acknowledges her 
sources for the term as Himmelmann (1996) and Diessel (1999). 
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16 Guinaang Bontok examples are taken from, or based on, sentences found in Reid (1976 
and 1992). 
17 Sentence examples are typically cited as they appear in their sources, or in the commonly 
accepted orthographic conventions used in the published literature on each language, with the 
exception that enclitic forms are connected to their phonological host by an equals sign (=), 
regardless of whether the source writes them as separate words, or as part of the preceding 
word.  The second line of each example provides an analyzed, word-for-word translation of the 
text, with each nominal phrase surrounded by square brackets.  Where the case of such a phrase 
is morphologically marked, either by a pronoun or by a separate morpheme, the case of the 
phrase is given directly beneath the appropriate morpheme.  Where the case of a phrase is not 
morphologically marked, but is determined by word order or lexical means, the case of the 
phrase is marked with a subscript label after its closing square bracket.  The free translations 
given in the third line are typically taken from the source, but are sometimes modified to 
provide a clearer explanation of the meaning of the text. 
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Table 5.  Bontok non-specific phrase markers 
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18 All dialects of Central Bontok use as, except Bontok Poblacion and Samoki which use is. 
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Table 6.  Bontok recognitional phrase markers 
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19 This analysis was first suggested in Kikusawa and Reid (2003), in their description of 
Talubin Bontok. 
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Table 7.  Bontok oblique and locative prepositions 
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Table 8.  Bontok oblique prepositions + nominal specifiers 
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20 Among other sound changes that distinguish Southern Bontok from Central Bontok are *s 
> .�. and *k > .�.0 
21 Among other sound changes that distinguish Eastern Bontok from Central Bontok is *s > 
.�.0 
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Table 9.  Kadaklan case-marking prepositions 

 GEN OBL LOC 
V] -�� 1� -��
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Table 10.  Kadaklan common noun, non-deictic, nominal specifiers 

-DFNT  ����
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22 Shetler (pers. comm.) notes that in Hàgi, one hour (by walking trail) west of Natonin (the 
center of the Balangao-speaking area) and between Natonin and Kadaklan, the unreduced 
form �ah hen introduces oblique phrases0 
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Table 11.  Northern Kankanaey case-marking prepositions 

 GEN OBL LOC 

V] -�� -�� -��
C] -1� ���/����� ����

 

Table 12.  Northern Kankanaey common noun, non-deictic, nominal specifiers 

-DFNT ���
 default �����
+DFNT REC ����
 ANTE ����
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23 Published material contains a few examples with san, as in (14)h,i (Allen, L.P., 1975, p. 
29), although apparently without the recognitional feature associated with this form in 
Bontok. 
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Table 13.  Proto-Bontok-Kankanaey case-marking prepositions 

 GEN OBL LOC 
V] *-�� *-�� *-��
C] -1� *����

*�is / *�as�

*�id / *�ad�
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Table 14.  Proto-Bontok-Kankanaey common noun specifiers 

-DFNT *���
 default *�����

+DFNT REC *����
 ANTE *����
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Table 15.  Proto-Bontok-Kankanay deictic forms 
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Table 20.  Balangao marked demonstratives 
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24 Shetler (1976, p. 43) lists the ligature as way.  Its status as an enclitic is clear however 
from the following description, ‘Following a front vowel, the initial w of the particle is 
replaced by y; … following a back vowel there is no change in the particle; … following a 
consonant the w of the particle is dropped’. 
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25 Shetler (1976, p. 42) cites the base of this verb as �@��@	�(where the vowel é  represents 

/�/), however in the cognate Bontok form, the medial consonant of the equivalent form is not 

geminated, and the medial consonant cluster is metathesized: BONGU ���(� 6� ����	� 7�

������	�7�.����	.�*�
�%����
����A0��Most Balangao forms having an initial weak syllable 
with a glottal stop onset undergo metathesis of the medial consonant cluster, following weak 
vowel deletion, like Bontok. 
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26 Although I do not consider topics and nominal predicates to be ‘case-marked’, the 
prepositions that introduce them function in a similar way to those that case-mark other NPs, 
in that they identify the function of the NP, and particularly in the case of topics they serve 
also to foreground the phrase within a discourse. 
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27 See sec. 4.2.2 for further evidence of contact between Guinaang Bontok and Guinaang 
Kalinga. 
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28 In KLALI the form of the ligature has been generalized in this environment.  The variant, 
=a, which only occurs elsewhere following consonant-final words, has replaced the vowel-
final variant following demonstratives. In other environments, =n typically follows vowel-
final words (Ferreirinho, 1993, p. 15). 
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29 Since completing the writing of this paper, further work has been done on the 
reconstruction of the oblique and locative case-marking prepositions in Proto-Central 
Cordilleran and its daughter subgroups.  The results are somewhat different from those 
presented here.  The reader is referred to Reid (2006) for more information. 
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