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President’s Message 

Like many of you, I find this time of year an opportuni-
ty to reorganize and clean up around the home. Our 
fish tanks and “fish room” would be included in that 
goal but alas, I find I’ve been so busy with moving fami-
ly members lately (some twice!!), the demands of my 
day job and just plain life in general that I hope I can 
get our tanks the much needed attention they deserve 
real soon. 

As a club we also have some important items to look at 
after this spring before we take a break for the sum-
mer after our June Meeting. We hold our elections at 
our June general meeting and therefore, now is the 
time to consider nominations for our Executive. Execu-
tive officers must be members of BRASS. Current posi-
tions include President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor, Program Co-ordinator and Web Master 
(which is currently unfilled). We also have committee positions that are not voted upon by the membership 
but are appointed by the Executive (These may include Librarian, Social Media chairperson, CAOAC repre-
sentative and others). It takes a bit of time and effort to make an aquarium club run smoothly and the more 
people we have that can volunteer their time to accomplish this, the easier it is. Nominations will be opened at 
our May 9th meeting so please consider nominating someone that you believe would be a good candidate for 
a particular position. If you already hold an executive position, give thought to whether you will let your name 
stand for another term. 

For our May Meeting we will feature a DVD presentation on the Crater Lakes in Nicaragua. We can also have a 
mini auction this evening as well, so please consider bringing some items to sell!  

See everyone on May 9th! 

Jeff 

THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 

From the Editor  3 

Secretary’s Report  4 

Coming Events  4 

What’s on the Web?   5 

The Names you Know   9 

Who’s Tank is That?   14 

Buy & Sell / Bulletin Board   16 

Photo by Doug Best 



 3 

From The Editor 

With all of the wet weather we have been having 
lately, it’s been difficult to enjoy the outdoors lately.  
That’s is ok with me.  It gives me more time to enjoy 
my hobby. 
 
This month’s issue has lots for you.  What’s on the 
Web takes a look at Facebook Groups.  There are 
almost 2 billion people on Facebook and as you can 
imagine, there are lots of groups related to aquari-
um keeping.  Take a look at the few we have picked 
out for you.  If you have a Facebook Group you en-
joy, please share it with us.  We would be happy to 
feature it in WotW. 
 
We have another fantastic article from Derek Tustin.  
This month we chose an article on Dr. Herbert Axel-
rod.  He was a fascinating person who did some 
amazing things.  He also authored some of the most 
purchased books found in our hobby.  Be sure to 
take the time to read it. 
 
We are still looking for pictures from you, our mem-
bers, might have taken at the 2nd Annual Aquarium 
Auction.  We are looking forward to documenting 
the event and sharing it in your Bulletin. 
 
Also, thank you to Kevin for sharing pictures with us.  
We have shared some throughout the past two is-
sues of the Bulletin.  If you have pictures of your 
fishy friends that you would like to share, the Bulle-
tin is a great place to do it.  Please send anything 
you want with us at BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 
 
If you haven’t guessed the previous two tanks fea-
tured in Who’s Tank is That? They are; March: Spen-
ser Gervan and April: Kevin Hodgins.  This month we  
feature a small saltwater system.  Can you guess 
who’s it is? 

 
Thanks for taking the time to read you Bulletin.  
Have a great May.  The summer is just around the 
corner. 
 
Cheers, 
Ken Parkes 
BRASS Bulletin Editor 
 
 

Photo by Ken Parkes 

Otocats on a Crypt 

Photo by Ken Parkes 

Freshwater goby 

mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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Coming Events 

May 4-7 - ALA Convention  

May 7  - London Aquaria Society auction 

May  9 - BRASS Club Meeting 

May 19-21 - Aquatic Expo & AGM 

Jun 10 -  Peel Region Aquarium Club Banquet and Talk,  
 Details here 

Jun 13 -  BRASS Club Meeting 

Jun 25 -  CAOAC Executive Meeting & General Meeting and 
 President's Lunch, Waterdown ON 

Sep 9   -  Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction - details to follow 

Sep 12 - BRASS Club Meeting 

Sep 24 - London Aquaria Society auction 

Sep 30 - Hamilton & District Aquarium Society - Auction, de
 tails to follow 

Oct 10 - BRASS Club Meeting 

Nov 5  -  Peel Region Aquarium Society Auction & show - de 
 tails are to here  

Nov 14 - BRASS Club Meeting 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

     The April 4/17 BRASS meeting opened with Jeff Mountjoy welcoming everyone.  We had 2 guests who came be-

cause they attended the Auction and wanted to check out our meetings.  Jeff asked for any comments on how our 

Auction went. General comments were; well run, good job.  We had even less people within our club to help this year 

as well as less help from other clubs.  So we felt we did a pretty good job at organizing and running the auction.  We 

had a good turn out, but less than last year.  We felt that was due to having the three Auctions in a row, Hamilton’s, 

ours and Durham’s. We did encounter some small glitches that we will correct for next year.  The Legion wasn’t as 

helpful this year as last, the information marquee did not have our information on it and the Custodian was clearly 

stressed as he had too many things to do for one person.  Jeff will discuss these issues when booking our date for next 

year.  It was mentioned that Gerry Draper has used tanks if anyone is interested.    

     Our guest speaker was Frank Aguire, a dynamic and interesting speaker.  He showed us pictures of tanks he has 

designed and constructed in new homes and offices in Toronto and Waterloo.  This is certainly not for the “faint of 

heart”; we’re talking 1000 gallons or more; so very large and extremely heavy and built in.  He had many stories of 

problems and solutions he came up with.  It was a very interesting and informative talk.  Frank also told us of The 

Biotope Aquarium Contest he is sponsoring for the CAOAC Convention May 19 – 21/17. On the Saturday you are giv-

en a 10 gallon tank, light and table and you provide the talent etc. It is judged on the Sunday.  There is a National 

Competition Team that represents Canada.  Frank suggests each club hold a competition and then send the best to 

the contest. We will have a mini auction at our next meeting.  See you there! 

Bonnie Smith 

Photo by Kevin Hodgins 

Photo by Doug Best 

Photo by Kevin Hodgins 

http://aquasam.qc.ca/?p=1766
http://peelaquariumclub.org/auction.shtml
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WHAT’S ON THE WEB? 

So far What’s on the Web has featured 

websites and personalities from the 

internet.  This month we would like to 

talk about a social media platform and 

share some pages and groups from 

Facebook. 

Some of these places you might be a part of already and 

if you are please share your experiences with fellow 

members.  One of the best ways to enjoy this hobby is to 

share it with likeminded people.  It’s why we are a part 

of an aquarium club after all.  Here is a short list of 

Aquarium related Facebook Groups you might like. 

 

BRASS on Facebook 

First and foremost, we want to remind members that 

BRASS has a Facebook Page and Private Group.  If you 

haven’t joined them, you need to now.  There is no 

better place to see Doug and Melissa’s latest posts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Groups 

Now that we know our Facebook presence, let’s widen 

our lens a little.  Lets talk local.  There are some groups 

on Facebook that are local to the Barrie and Simcoe area.  

Here are a couple of them that might interest you: 

Though Barrie & Surrounding Fish & Aquarium Tank 

Talk’s name is long and difficult to remember, it’s one of 

the most popular Aquarium related Facebook groups in 

the Barrie area. 

Here you will find a lot of classifieds.  Many people in our 

area sell their  fish and equipment here.  You can also ask 

locals for advice.  If you’re in need of an emergency tank 

or filter, this is a great place to look for help.  After talk-

ing to us in our BRASS Group of course... 

Another great local group is Aquaholics(705).  This group 

has classifieds as well, however, they seem to focus on 

sharing information.  The members here like to share 

interesting things they have found on the internet.  

Sometimes they relate it to us as fish keepers in the Bar-

rie and Simcoe area; giving advice pertaining to the arti-

cle or video they’re sharing. 

 

Worldwide 

One of the best things about social media is that it brings 

the world to your fingertips.  Have you ever wondered 

how people keep fish on the other side of the world?  

Well now you don’t have to wonder...Facebook has the 

answer. 

BRASS Private Group BRASS Facebook Page 

Barrie & Surrounding Fish & Aquarium Tank Talk 

Aquaholics(705) 

Freshwater Aquariums 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1052163354816342/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1052163354816342/
https://www.facebook.com/1Brass/
https://www.facebook.com/1Brass/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/843206655692786/#_=_
https://www.facebook.com/groups/843206655692786/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1162080423875759/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1162080423875759/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/freshwateraquariums/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/freshwateraquariums/
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Freshwater Aquariums is a fantastic Facebook group that 

as of writing this article (May 6, 2017) has over 38,000 

members.  You won’t see any sales or trades going on 

here.  But, from fishkeeping advice to product reviews to 

photos of gorgeous tanks from around the world, this 

really is an entertaining place on the internet. If you want  

online shopping advice or want to meet somebody who 

keeps fish in Nepal.  There is something here that will 

interest any curious aquarist.  You’ve got to check this 

one out! 

For Fish Sake is an interesting international group.  They 

have almost 12,000 members.  SO there is lots of action 

in this group too.  What makes them interesting is that 

they have themes on each day of the week.  For instance, 

they have Memes Monday, where on you share your fa-

vourite fish memes.  On Wednesday they have “What am 

I…?”  Where you guess the fish in the picture.  They also 

have tank selfie days and a Daily Species Spotlight. 

 

Salt Water Aquarium & Reef Keepers is a great group for 

marine enthusiasts.  With over 30,000 members, there 

are plenty of posts daily.  Even if you’re not into saltwa-

ter tanks, the stuff these hobbyists get in their tanks is 

crazy! 

 

For those cichlid lovers out there, there are groups for 

you too.  Here are a few: 

 

Cichlid Keepers has over 31,000 members and it contains 

enthusiasts from all facets of the cichlid hobby.   From 

South Africa to South America.  If you’re interested in 

Frontosas or Kribensis, you’re going to find people here 

like you. 

 

Last but not least, we would like to share the facebook 

pages of our previous What’s on the Web features.  

Please visit them, they’re always updating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Continued on next page 

  

For Fish Sake 

Salt Water Aquarium & Reef Keepers 

Too Many Cichlids 

Cichlid Keepers 

Aquarium Co-op 
UaruJoey 

“The King of DIY” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/806420849509940/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/806420849509940/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MedHatReef/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MedHatReef/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/285561361840530/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/285561361840530/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/daniellowth/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/daniellowth/
https://www.facebook.com/AquariumCoOp/
https://www.facebook.com/UaruJoey/
https://www.facebook.com/UaruJoey/
https://www.facebook.com/UaruJoey/


 

There’s no doubt about it, if you want to find people like 

you, Facebook is the place to do it. 

These are a few Facebook Groups we enjoy.  What fishy 

groups are you a part of on Facebook?  Please let us  know 

at BRASSBulletin@gmail.com.  If we get enough input, we 

might be able to share a new list with you in a later edition 

of the Bulletin.  Now go enjoy your hobby on Facebook. 

 

Written by Ken Parkes 

President     Jeff Mountjoy 

Vice President   Doug Fleming 

Past President   Doug Smith 

Secretary    Kara Fleming 

Treasurer    Bonnie Smith 

Programs Co-ordinator Udo Rohmann 

BRASS Editor   Ken Parkes 

BRASS Executive 

Librarian    Spenser Gervan 

Breeders Award  Doug Best 
Program Chair 

CAOAC Representative Jeff Mountjoy 

Auction Committee  Udo Rohmann 
Chair 

Committee Chairs & Representatives 

PET CENTRE 

DoogansBarrie.com 

Kozlov Centre, Barrie 

www.petsandponds.com 

Ivan Mikolji The Green Machine 

Visit these What’s on the Web  features on Facebook 

mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
http://doogansbarrie.com/
http://www.petsandponds.com/?gclid=CjwKEAjwnebABRCjpvr13dHL8DsSJABB-ILJUNTzyes14PifpjDW2qhh2wcRP02hZ-IBjw-HUh3ftxoCknnw_wcB
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=779269628
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=779269628
https://www.facebook.com/TheGreenMachineAquascaping/
https://www.facebook.com/TheGreenMachineAquascaping/
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AN EVENT THAT MIGHT INTEREST YOU 
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The Names You Know, the People You Don’t: Dr. Herbert Axelrod 

Derek P.S. Tustin 
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The Tropical Fishroom Ltd.  Brantford 

Who’s Tank is That? 

This 20 gallon high saltwater aquarium is home for a couple of ocellaris  clownfish.  It also houses a yellow clown go-

by and various soft corals.  Green star polyps, anthelia, zoanthids and mushrooms can all be found in here.  Hermit 

crabs and snails make up the cleanup crew, with an emerald crab added for good measure.  No doubt about it.  This 

small salty tank is home for many corals and critters. 

A 10 gallon sump is inside the stand and keeps the water flowing.  It houses macro algae to help control nutrients.  It 

also has a second “closed loop” pump with alternating outputs, achieving an artificial wave effect.  A 15000K 150W 

metal halide is used for lighting and gives this tank an ocean like blue hue.   

Can you guess who tank this is?  Please send your guess to BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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From The BRASS Library 

See something that interests you? Borrow these books from the BRASS Library.  See Jeff if you’re interested. 

Photos of BRASS Library books provided by BRASS Librarian Spencer Gervan 
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Want to buy,  for sale,  want to borrow etc…? 

If you have something you want on the BRASS Bulletin Board, send your information to:   

BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

BRASS Bulletin Board (Buy and Sell) 

BRASS IS STILL LOOKING FOR A WEBMASTER 

If you’re interested, please get in touch with Jeff Mountjoy, BRASS President. 

Hello all, my name is Ron Hill, I work at Fleming 

College in Lindsay Ontario as a fish hatchery tech-

nician attached to the salmon hatchery and the 

aquaculture program here at the college. As part 

of our expansion this year we are beginning an 

aquarium program where students will learn the 

basics of ornamental fish, invertebrate and plant 

culture. We are unfortunately starting bare 

bones. We have a good amount of tanks and a 

good racking system but not much else. I am on 

the hunt for unwanted equipment- filters, heat-

ers, light hoods and lights, tools and gravel or or-

naments that are unwanted or too ugly for your 

setup. If anyone would like to donate to our 

cause it would be greatly appreciated. We can also entertain some great deals on equipment. Once the 

program is up and running we will be actively trading off our organisms as we run out of space... really ex-

citing time here at the college. Please let me know if anyone can help us get kick started. Thanks  

To view post and to help by donating, visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?

fbid=10158166465065372&set=gm.1017907468314070&type=3&theater 

FLEMING COLLEGE IS LOOKING FOR AQUARIUM EQUIPMENT! 
Facebook post to Durham Region Aquarium Society below 

mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10158166465065372&set=gm.1017907468314070&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10158166465065372&set=gm.1017907468314070&type=3&theater
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We hope you enjoyed this month’s BRASS Bulletin.  Please send feedback to BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

Also, if you have any articles you have written or would like to share, please feel free to send them too!  

We are always looking for more input from our membership. 

Thanks for reading! 

mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
http://www.staynerpetcentre.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkdLGcjmCoQ

