FRANCISCAN SISTERS

OF LITTLE FALLS, MINNESOTA




SPRING 2023 * Vor. 42 No. |
Our Journey is published three

times a year by the Community
Relations Department of the
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls,
Minnesota, for donors, associates,
friends, relatives and employees.
This publication shares the journeys
of our Franciscan community as we
work in joyful service in the spirit
of Saints Francis and Clare.

Editorial Team:

Elizabeth Mahoney Rydeen, editor
Amanda Lampert, graphic designer
Sister Carolyn Law

Sister Elise Saggau

Julie Haldenwanger

Printed by: Range Printing,
Brainerd, Minn.

To receive this publication,
please contact:

Community Relations Dept.
Franciscan Sisters

of Little Falls, Minnesota

116 8th Avenue SE

Little Falls, MN 56345
Phone: 320-632-2981
info@fslf.org * www.fslf.org

Cover: 2022 Border Encounter: Lori
and Rod Johnson (seated); Sisters
Pat Forster, Gloria Haider and Mary
Dumonceaux (standing)

Photo by Amanda Lampert

Our Mission:

We, Franciscan Sisters of Little
Falls, Minnesota, are a community
of women religious whose members
are called to live the Gospel joyfully
and to reverence the earth and all of
God’s creation. In the spirit of Saints
Francis and Clare, we embody a life
of prayer, simple living and service to
those in need.

We are committed to nonviolence
as we recognize the need for healing
in ourselves and in our world. We
seek to build communities of peace
and justice wherever we are called
to serve.

© March 2023
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls,
Minnesota

You

2 2023 Spring Our Journey

‘Accumulated experience’
inspires border ministry

Sister Elise Saggau

Sisters Mary Dumonceaux, Pat Forster and Gloria Haider live and work together
in the Rio Grande Valley on the border between Texas and Mexico. From the
beginning of their time in Texas (first in Weslaco, then in McAllen, and now in
Mission), they have provided a service of hospitality and aiding persons in the
process of crossing the border. It is a service that includes attention to new and
longtime immigrants, to our missionary sisters in Mexico, and to other persons
seeking a border experience. Sister Mary reports that this Franciscan hospitality
aided her personally when she served at the mission in San Rafael, Mexico, from
2008-2020.

The three sisters have a common interest in each new immigrant group. They all
assist at the Respite Center in McAllen and sometimes cross into Reynosa, Mexico,
to help at the House of Immigrants where pregnant women and their families
reside as they wait to cross into the States. The sisters participate in Mass and,
most of all, are a listening presence to people who face uncertainty. Sister Pat

also assists an organization called ARISE Adelante, working with citizenship
documentation. Sister Gloria teaches English as a second language to various
groups and individuals.

Deeply aware of the prevalence of families facing food insecurity, the sisters help
sort, pack and distribute food in nearby Penitas and at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church where they are parishioners. They enjoy coming to know the neighbors
who live near them, the “winter Texans” who reside there temporarily, and other
religious sisters on the border such as the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
and the Mercy Sisters.

The three also design and implement experiences for other U.S. visitors who want
to appreciate the reality at the border. Recently they facilitated a border encounter
experience for four persons from Minnesota.

The sisters believe that living at the border teaches them the fragility of place and
possessions. It also helps them learn the art of daily adaptation, highlighting the
limited control we have on life. It requires them to ask daily who decides the rules
and who benefits from them. The sisters believe that the world-wide immigrant
movement mirrors life in general on the planet as well as their own inner life in

transformation.




Dear Friends,

Greetings as we travel through Lent 2023. I found myself wrestling with

a Lenten resolution. As children we always gave up candy. The operative
concept was giving up something. To a child this promise was challenging
and motivating. Not that we had much candy around the house! My history
with resolutions isn't great. Now over these decades, I have chosen a new
approach. I found it in the Hebrew Scriptures, Proverbs 16:3:

Encomienda tus obras a Dios y tus proyectos se realizaran.

Commit everything you do to Our God, and your plans will succeed.

Anthropologist Margaret Mead shared this famous piece of wisdom, “Never doubt that a small

. . . s .
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever
has.” T invite you to consider some things to which we can commit ourselves:

Where there is truth, let us blot out falsehood.

Where there are homeless neighbors, may we learn to deeply share.

Where there are immigrants and refugees, may we join in advocating for jobs and citizenship.
Where we see violence against Mother Earth, may we choose to walk lightly.

May we dream that guns be made into musical instruments to create a world of harmony.

Thank you for the many ways you love and support us . . . your time, talents, financial gifts and
most of all your prayers. With God’s help, our plans will succeed.

Peace and all good,

Aeetic Conel bt

Sister Carol Schmit
Community Minister
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Lent: called to the Gospel,
called to penance

Sister Elise Saggau

In chapter one of the earliest Gospel account, we hear the first recorded
words of Jesus: “Repent, and believe the good news” (Mark 1:15). What
a way to start a religious movement! This does not seem, on its face, to
be a very appealing message. And yet, the voice behind the message was
magnetic. It was not long before Jesus had a following, and soon a large
following. As Lent begins for the Christian community, these very words
lead off the season. What are they calling us to? What does “repent”
mean? What is the “good news”?

Saint Francis of Assisi discovered the answer to these questions. As a
young man, he had a great “turning” in his life. He began to realize that
his had been a soft and self-indulgent adolescence. His life experience
appeared to him superficial and meaningless. He was going nowhere. So,
he began to pray: Lord, what shall I do? And it occurred to him that he
needed a turnaround. He began to confront his own moral poverty and to
transform his behavior. He changed the way he used money, the way he
related to other human beings, the way he prayed, the way he understood
the meaning of his life. He turned to the poor, not only to help them but
to share life with them—understanding that this is what Jesus had done.
Through his new experiences, he became aware that the Incarnation was all about God entering into the fundamental
poverty and dependence of creatures. And that God did this out of sheer love.

Unfortunately, we often understand penance to mean “doing something hard, unpleasant, or burdensome.” The very
word conjures up negative responses. Francis, however, taught his followers a very different way of thinking about
penance. He realized that, properly understood, penance means “conversion of life.” It does not mean taking on hard,
unpleasant burdens just because they are hard and unpleasant. Rather, by definition, conversion means transformation.
Picture Francis of Assisi, very much against his grain, lovingly embracing a leper on the road to Assisi. In that moment,
he understood that “penance” means to have one’s whole life turned upside down, one’s entire value system shaken

up. From that day forward, Francis could not look upon the face of any other human being without discovering there
a brother or a sister. No creature could henceforth be repulsive to him. Each was chosen and beloved of God. And he
realized that anything that placed one human being over and against another was SIN. So “to do penance” meant to
distance oneself from all that might divide the human community.

This teaching is not about cozy feelings. It is about understanding how humans and all creatures are related to one
another. Francis realized that all are brothers and sisters and are to be treated as such. He believed that those who
offend against this basic Christian principle need to “do penance”; that is, they need to change radically so they can
see the whole of creation the way God sees it.

This is the challenge of Baptism; it is the challenge of Lent. When we repent, we change. It is not easy; but it is
necessary if we are to put on Jesus Christ (Rom. 13:14). Francis understood this. We understand it, too. How, during

this time of grace, can we change our way of looking at our world and be for others what Jesus Christ is for us?

(Ideas for this reflection are from an unpublished talk by Michael Cusato, OFM, Colorado Springs, June 2007.)
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A new kinship with all creation

Sister Mary Hroscikoski with the Dream Project Team: Sisters Gert Brixius, Clara Stang
and Associates John Lauer, Jeff Odendahl

Franciscan Sisters and Associates have long been attentive to caring for creation. In 2008, Our Journey
highlighted the prairie restoration undertaken at our former farmland, now retreat space named Umbria,
south of Little Falls. More recently, Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical Laudato Si calls us all to deepen our
care efforts. Slowly we are growing past the earlier scriptural and Western cultural sense that we humans
have dominion or stewardship over all God created and continues to create. Instead, in

the words of Saint Francis, each part of God’s creation is sister or brother. Today we are striving to
deepen our understanding and living of Saint Francis’s intuition that everything is connected, that we
exist as kin.

So, during direction-setting meetings last October, our sisters affirmed a dream for the future of our
Little Falls Motherhouse campus. Over the next 10 years, as sisters’ need for space decreases, we hope to
transform the campus into an environmental learning center on land restored to a more native habitat. It
will be a space of beauty welcoming to wildlife and all human visitors, wholistic in its educational service,
incorporating our existing Music Center and Health & Wellness Center, and valuing a spirituality of
integral ecology, that everything is connected in relationships of kinship.

The journey to realize our dream will involve new partnerships and collaborations, an ongoing focus

on land justice issues, priority for underserved communities, and help with funding from donors and
grants. In addition to educational and recreational offerings, this center will provide new and varied job
opportunities for the area. Ultimately, it will be part of our legacy.

To date, we have partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for restoring prairie grasses and forbs
on the now invasive grassland areas of campus. The Morrison County Soil and Water Conservation
District is offering us valuable technical support. This spring we will be extending our informational
outreach in the Little Falls area, following initial contacts with area leaders that have been affirming, even
enthusiastically so. National contacts with nature centers and environmental educators also share the
helpful wisdom of their experiences.

We Franciscan Sisters, with our associates and staff, have begun another long journey together. As poet
Antonio Machado says, “we make the road by walking.” Today, it is by listening and responding to the
cries of the earth and the cries of those made poor—all creatures great and small.

2023 Spring Our Journey
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Pictured: Rosanne Fischer and Rod Johnson (standing); Sister Mary Dumonceaux, Lori Johnson, Sister Pat Forster, Jeanne Krush, Sister

Gloria Haider (seated); Anna Taylor (kneeling). The 2022 Border Encounter group takes a boat ride up and down the Rio Grande River:

“It was heartbreaking to view the deflated inner tubes littering the shores, left behind by desperate immigrants seeking safety, bringing to
mind stories about people of all ages who have drowned in the river or died from thirst and exposure while crossing the desert.”

Border Encounters resume after Covid pause

Associate Lori Johnson

The Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls have had a strong
presence at the U.S.-Mexico border for many years, and

a number of sisters and associates have been on border
encounters, where Franciscan Sisters invite people
interested in immigration issues to travel to the border for
an in-person experience. After the Covid-induced “pause,”
my husband, Rod, and I, along with Associate Anna Taylor
and Jeannie Krush (associate applicant), all felt called to
visit the southern border.

Associate Rosanne Fischer, coordinator of Integral Ecology
and alumna of past border encounters, initiated planning.
To prepare for the experience, Sister Mary Hroscikoski
and Rosanne shared podcasts, articles and books about the
challenges facing immigrants (see references).

We set the date: November 3-10, 2022. Our base for the
week was Sister Mary Hroscikoski’s home in McAllen, Tex.
A host of beautiful people made the experience come alive,

showing us hospitality by driving, providing meals and

2023 Spring Our Journey

sharing fellowship. Among these were Sisters Pat Forster,
Mary Dumonceaux and Gloria Haider, and their friends
Meghan, Willie, Marsha and Veronica.

We experienced the beauty of the region. In McAllen we
visited Quinta Mazatldn, a nature preserve, and went to
an art crawl. In nearby Edinburg, we toured the Museum
of South Texas History and the World Birding Center. We
even attended a Mariachi Mass in Mission! We had many
wonderful and eye-opening experiences during the week.
Here are three highlights:

The first was our visit to the Catholic Charities
Humanitarian Respite Center, founded by Sister Norma
Pimentel. We toured the center and witnessed all the
work done to restore human dignity with clean clothing,
toiletries, a place to sleep and hot meals. After serving a
meal to new immigrants, we were able to visit with several
and hear their accounts first-hand.

We weren't prepared for the story of a young woman from

-Continued, Page 7



Venezuela who, with her husband and daughter, traveled
for more than a month to arrive at the U.S.-Mexico border.
She said it was very dangerous for them to stay in Venezuela
due to the political situation; thus they decided to make the
long and difhicult journey with the hopes of starting a new
life in the United States. Four days prior to our meeting,
her husband had been detained by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE). As she wiped away tears,

she said she was very afraid because she had not heard

from him and had no idea of his whereabouts. She said

her daughter often cries because she misses her father. We
have thought so many times about this woman and her
daughter, and often pray for them.

The second was our visit to an immigrant-run organization
called ARISE Adelante. ARISE has been providing
resources and educational programs to strengthen
community engagement and civic participation for over
35 years. We listened as two staff shared their personal
border journey; then we visited a woman whose daughter
is a DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals)
recipient. The mother shed tears as she spoke about living
in the United States without her own legal status. Despite
contributing to the local economy by working and paying
taxes, she faces constant fear of deportation living in a
region with heavy Border Patrol presence.

References:

"% maiw areay the
infavmony wall dsiminated
Ttw 5kylww, wew“b-rm
les amay

The third powerful experience was visiting La Casa del
Migrante in Reynosa, Mexico, run by four Daughters of
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. Its primary objective is to
assist vulnerable pregnant women and their children who
are eligible to be released into the United States. We had
a chance to play with the kids, who were eager to show us
their drawing abilities. One even took Rod by the hand
and brought him to meet his mother. In spite of the
hardship they were undoubtedly enduring, we saw an
abundance of smiles, play and laughter. They showed
amazing resilience as they continued to thrive and carry
on amidst so much uncertainty.

A literal looming presence in all these encounters was the
infamous U.S.-Mexico border wall. Hearing about it on the
news for years did not prepare us for the visceral response of
seeing it in person. In many areas it dominated the skyline,
even from miles away, and up close it was easy to visualize
the disappointment of those who had trekked for months
only to face this final hurdle of unwelcome.

The Southern Border Communities Coalition reflects our
feelings about the border wall:

“Walls betray our values. Border walls have little or no
impact on whether somebody flees their home country to seek
humanitarian protection for their children or families at the
border. The southern border should be a place of encounter,
opportunity and hope — not confrontation, hate, and out-of-
control militarization.”

We would like to thank the Franciscan Sisters living in
McAllen and Mission and Rosanne Fischer for all they did

to make the border encounter an amazing experience.

* “Inside Gang Territory In Honduras: Either They Kill Us or We Kill Them by Azam Ahmed, nytimes.com
* “The Migration Problem is a Coffee Problem” by Kevin Sieff, washingtonpost.com

* “Checkpoints Isolate Many Immigrants in the Texas Rio Grande Valley," nytimes.com

* Q & A with Ramona Casas, Mercy Associate, community animator with ARISE in Milpas, TX by Soli Salgado, globalsistersteport.org

* “Campaign aims to educate migrants on dangers of crossing border” by Peter Tran, globalsistersreport.org
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And | think to myself. ..

Sister Cordy Korkowski, Director of Donor Relations

There is no greater joy for me than sitting down and
reviewing the names in our spring issue of Our Journey.
Each name carries a story and a memory for the Franciscan
Sisters. Recently, a development director asked me, “What
is the most important aspect of your work?” I said without
hesitation: “relationships!” As I begin my 10th year as
director of Donor Relations, I have made many new
friends in my work, written hundreds of notes and letters,
enjoyed personal and phone visits, social media contacts,
attended funerals and special events. The lyrics from What
a Wonderful World come to mind, “I see trees of green, red
roses to0o, I see them bloom for me and you and I think to
myself . . . what a wonderful world.”

Thank you, donors, for creating a wonderful world for the
Franciscan Sisters with your generous support and enduring
friendships. Thank you for helping us address the needs of
others in our world for whom life is filled with struggles.
Thank you for supporting St. Francis Music Center, St.
Francis Health and Wellness, mission work in Mexico,
outreach efforts in areas local and beyond, retirement and
health care needs of our sisters, care of creation endeavors

and more.

Highlights of 2022 include faithful donations in addition
to appeals and fundraisers that are a part of each year.

Dancing with Our Stars fundraiser: $100,000+ Vv E THE D
Christmas Appeal: $135,859 . S A »é
Give to the Max online fundraiser: $82,817 .\ - ‘ ‘
Memorial Appeal: $40,411 J ./L ./ 1Y " ./ S J o

Parking Lot project: $101,000+ . .
8O Green Fair [ Folk Festival

ATE~

In this issue, we highlight in gratitude the family of Lisa
Landwehr Phipps, whose parents, Jill* and Jerry Landwehr,
and children Jody, Michael and Lisa, were members of
Assumption Parish in Morris. St. Mary’s School in Morris

Wednesday, August 2, 2023 4-8p.m.

was a favorite teaching spot for many Franciscan Sisters.
Enjoy this article of impact from Lisa and her husband,
Clayton, who now reside in Brusett, Mont., on a beautiful
horse ranch. Thank you, Lisa and Clayton, for your
generosity to the Franciscan Sisters. We are most grateful to
you for sharing your personal and life-changing journey.

And thank you to each and every donor listed here, those
who remain anonymous and those who remember us in
prayer . . . “And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.”

*Jill passed away in January 28, 2023. We pray for her and her family.
May she rest in peace.
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Clayton and Lisa Phipps

on their ranch in Montana.

o /&

| feel blessed .. . to return the favor

Lisa Landwehr Phipps

Why do the Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, Minnesota, matter so much to me? It’s because Sister
Christelle Watercott was my 2nd grade teacher at St. Mary’s School in Morris. I was a shy and insecure
7-year-old, and Sister Christelle was just the type of teacher I needed. She filled the classroom with her
cheerfulness, kindness, and love. We soon developed a strong and lasting camaraderie.

As I moved on to the upper grades, I continued to admire Sister Christelle for her amazing ability to
spread the joy of Christ. Years later, I chose her for my confirmation sponsor. We kept in touch even
after I graduated from college and moved to Montana to teach school.

That’s where I met my husband, Clayton. He was not Catholic then, but after going to church with
me, asking lots of questions, and meeting with Sister Christelle on our trips to Minnesota, he was
ready to be baptized into the Catholic Church; he said he would not have made that decision if it
hadn’t been for Sister Christelle.

Clayton and I have been married for 28 years. We have three children, Julie, Danny and Luke. Julie’s
middle name is Christelle. Like me, Julie shares a special bond with Sister Christelle. It is so fun for me
to see how the two of them keep in touch.

Sister Christelle truly sparkles with the goodness of God. She has been a wonderful help and a
reassuring presence in so many phases of my life. Clayton and I feel blessed to be able to support the
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls and return the favor.

ik (TN

All services will be livestreamed on YouTube.

Palm Sunday Holy Thursday Good Friday Holy Saturday Easter Sunday
April 2 at 9:30 a.m. April 6 at 7 p.m. April 7 at 2 p.m. April 8 at 8 p.m. April 9 at 9:30 a.m.
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We like the work that the Franciscan
Sisters are doing. We became
acquainted with Sister Cordy
Korkowski at St. Stephen’s Church
in Anoka. This relationship has
continued and is important to us.
o We follow Our Journey to keep us
up to date. We both are committed
to supporting the Franciscan Sisters
and their ministries.

—Bruce and Karen Furlong,

Andover, Minn.

The Franciscan Sisters were my
teachers at St. Mary’s in Morris from
grades 1-8. During my active years of
ministry in various parishes, | worked
with many of the sisters. I love their
Joyful and positive spirit. Supporting
the Franciscan Sisters is important
to me.

—Father Jerry Dalseth,
Sauk Rapids, Minn.

ANNUAL
REPORT

A fond farewell 2 O 2 2
Elizabeth Rydeen, Director of Community Relations

After 12 years, Sister Marguerite Ostendorf is stepping This issue of Our Journey recognizes
down from her position as Development secretary. Sister individuals, businesses and organizations
Marguerite’s signature has appeared on thousands and that have made cash, planned and in-kind
thousands of thank you letters over the years and hundreds gifts and donations to the Franciscan Sisters
of birthday, anniversary and sympathy cards. In her quiet, of Little Falls, Minnesota, during the calendar

gentle way, she mam'tamed our dat:ilbase', scouring local year, January 1 — December 31, 2022.
newspapers and the internet for obituaries or news about

our donors. She took your calls about address changes,
prayer requests and so much more.

Thank you, Sister Marguerite, for your
loving attention to our donors and all things
related to development.

Every effort has been made to recognize
donors according to their wishes, including
those who wish to remain anonymous.

Sister Marguerite, thank you for your years of service to . .
5 Y youry If names have been listed incorrectly,

the Development Office and to all our wonderful donors. . - :
Someway or another, you've touched every person listed Ol:nltted or appear FRElnEl HiE Cemers
in this annual report and those listed in past years. Your WIShe.S, we apologize and encourage you
attention to detail and record keeping has been an asset, to brlng the_ matter to our attention by
and your dedication to Community Relations has been contacting Elizabeth Rydeen (320) 632-0624

exemplary. Thank you, and best wishes as you retire! or erydeen@fslf.org so that the error can be
corrected. Thank you.
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Barbara Connors
Michael & Carol Cool
Gregory & Donna Cooley
Janice Corrick
Dorothy Corser
Joyce & Joe Coughlin
John Coyne
Mary Constance (rane
Alexia Cripps
Rev. Anthony Criscitelli
Barhara Cross
Diane & David Cross
Rodney & Gladys Crowe
Lois Cuchna
Robert & Isabel Curley
Donna (yrus
Betty Ann Czech
Jennifer Czech
Mary Czech
Mike & Denise Czech
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Willard & Katherine Dague
Judith Dahill
Garry & JoAnn Dahl

Vernon L. Dahlheimer Charitable Fund

Schelle Dahlke

Ruthann Dahm

John & Loretta Dahmus

Mary C. Dalbec

Lucy Dale

Robert* & Sharon Dalen

Rev. Gerald Dalseth

Raymond & Carol Dalzell

Constance Daniels

Emestine & Joseph Davis

Ted & Angie Davis

Lenore Dawson

James Decker

Mary A. Decker

Richard & Evelyn Decker

Elaine Deeney

LaVerne Dehler

Ralph Dehler

Alex & Kathleen Dehmer

(yril &Thelma Dehn

Patricia DeJarlais

Mary Lou Delehanty

Thomas & Donna Delich

Mario* & Carol DeMatteis

Duane DeMesy

James & Rose Denn

Ann DePrey

Neeraja Deshpande

Luella Desmond

James Deuser

Jacki & Kurt Devine

(Georgia Dewitt

Darlene Dick

Thomas & Barbara Diderrich

Ann & Alex Didier Family
(haritable Fund

Michael Didier

Dolores Dietz

Rick & Geri Dietz

Art & Marlene Dingmann

Gerald Dingmann

Paul & Kathy Dinndorf

John & Judy Dinsmore

(larence & Linda Dirkes

Richard & Karen Dirkes

Donald* & Sharon Dirkes

Wayne Dirkman

Bridget Doak

Samuel & Pegqy Doak

Phyllis & David Dobis

Mary Pat Dobmeier

Elaine Dockendorf

Mary L. Dybdahl & Deborah Dodge

John & Deborah Doig

Denis & Karen Dolan

Janet Dolan

Florine Doll

Mark Dombeck

John Dombovy

Robert & Johnita Dombrovski
Jerome Donabauer
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Tom and Brigid with their fitness instructor Lauren. “Parkinson’s is a progressive disease,
and the boxing class helps me maintain my strength and balance,” Tom remarked.

Retirement allows more time for
Health and Wellness

Elizabeth Rydeen

Dr. Bob Stoy moved his young family to Little Falls in 1949 to join a medical practice
with Drs. Doug Johnson and Roman Fait. Penicillin was the new wonder drug, house
calls were common and Mrs. Stoy helped manage patient inquiries from their home
phone. Dr. Stoy always thought of the Franciscan Sisters as capable, hardworking
women.

A generation later, Tom Stoy became a doctor, following in his father’s footsteps. He met
his future wife, Brigid Fitzgerald, while he was a resident at Hennepin County Medical
Center and she was clerking for a judge at Hennepin County Government Center. They
married in 1984 and moved to Little Falls in July 1985. Tom started working at the clinic
right away. They raised three sons; two are married and their youngest, Gil, is a priest and
member of the Congregation of Holy Cross.

Tom knows the Franciscan community well. He was born at St. Gabriel’s Hospital, then
owned by the sisters. He remembers midnight Mass in the sisters’ chapel and the cookies
and fellowship afterward. He took piano lessons from the sisters and was such a good
student that he played the same recital piece three years in a row.

Tom went to high school at St. John’s Prep in Collegeville but was familiar with students
at St. Francis High School. He wouldn’t admit to dating any “Frannies” but remembers a
dance or two. He recalls a few international students whom his parents invited to dinner
at the Stoy home.

Opver the years, Brigid and Tom have been active members of St. Francis Health and
Wellness, enjoying racquetball, yoga, spin and other classes. Now retired, they are
frequent visitors. Both benefit from classes taught by Lauren Brady. Tom’s a regular
participant at the Boxing Out Parkinson’s class, and Brigid loves personal training in
the pool.



Mary & Mike Dongoski
Terry & Miriam Donnan
Brian & Brenda Donnay
Delores Donnay

Joel & Mary Donnell
Geraldine Donnelly
Daniel ). &Kathleen M. Donovan
Kathleen Dooley

Dennis & JoAnn Doran
Paula & Randy Doroff
Steve & Lynn Dosch
Frances K. Dosh

Dorothea Dougherty
Monica Douglas

Allan C. Douglass
Katherine Doyle

Paula Driessen

John Driste

Sr. Ann Duhaime

Jan Duhnke

Lynn & Tom Dukowitz
Donna & Roger Dummer
Daniel Dumonceaux
Patrick & Jean Dunks
Mary Alice Dunn

John & Mary Durenberger-McLeod
Helen Duritsa

Mary & Gordon Dusterhoft
Kathleen & Joseph Dwyer
Julie Dzieweczynski
Marguerite Dziuk

(Grace & Dale Eberhardt
James Ebner

Robert Ebner

Toni Ebner

Paul & Roxanne Ebnet
Edward & Danyell Eccleston
Marie Eckerman

PeterT. Eckstrom

Robert & Susan Edel
Ashley Effinger

Ed & Kathleen Egan-Benck
Dave & Rosie Ehlert

Dick Eich

Marlin Eich

Diane Eichinger

Paul & Paula Eichten
Phillip & Sharon Eichten
Lois Johnson & William Eiffert
Ron & Mary Lou Eldred
Jody Ellingson

Pastor Tully Ellsherg

John Elsenpeter

Ronald & Margaret Elsner
Richard & Louise Eltgroth
Nick & Nancy Eltgroth
Lynette Emblom

Virginia Empey

Maureen Endres

Maria Englebrecht

Patti Epsky

David & Katherine Epstein
Kathleen Erickson

Renee & Bruce Erickson
Ken & Judy Erkens

(huck & Pat Ernst

Aina Essig

James & Sharon Estes
Mary G. Estrada

Rev. Jeffrey Ethen
Kathleen & Lawrence Etzel
David & Darla Euteneuer
Mel & Julie Euteneuer

L. Edward & Mary Lou Evans
Kimberly Evans

Tom & Diane Evans

Jan & Jeff Everson

Kathryn Eveslage

Mary M. Eveslage™

Lana Faber

Kathleen Webster Fagan
James Fahy

Lucy Fallon

Wanda A. Fandino
Lannell & Mary Farmer
Alvin Fasen

Kathryn Flanshurg

Karla & Jason Fleming
Ron & Vali Hlint

Eugene Floersch

Rhonda M. Fochs

Bruce & Mary Fogle

Phil & Mary Ann Force
Stephen & Sharon Fowler
Suzanne Fox

Donald & Margaret Foyt
Linda Frageman
Marcine Frahm

Karen Marie Frank
Urban* & Dorothy Frank
Michael Frederick
(onrad & Mary Rae Freeberg
Mary & Jerome Freeman
Donna Freihammer
(arole & Charles French
Jason French

Harold & Renee Frenzel
Alan & Nancy Frerich

Glenda & Marvin Getten
Jeannie Getz

David & Karen Gilgenbach
Michael & Mary Gillespie
Orval & Cleta Gingerich
Katherine Giorgio

Daniel Girtz

Judy Girtz

Robert & Marilyn Girtz
Bonnie Gjelhaug
Jacqueline Glatzmaier
Rick & Suzie Glodek

Dave & Becky Glomstad
Lorretta Glum

Jim & Cyndee Gmach
Lonny & Theresa Goble
Floyd* & Marqaret Goenner
A.J. & Amy Goeser

Keith Gohl

Bruce & Diane Gohman
Roland Goldammer
Kathleen Goldammer-Copeland

We respect the commitment, integrity and faith lives of these women
who live the teachings of Saints Francis and Clare and the Gospel.
The Sisters of St. Francis of Dubuque, lowa, and the Franciscan
Sisters from Little Falls have been role models and companions for
us throughout our lives. Donating to the sisters is one way in which
we express our gratitude and faith.

—Denis and Karen Dolan, Little Falls, Minn.

Mary & Carl Fasen

Mary Fazio-Schnaith
Dennis & Ardelle Feda
Audrey Feddema

Jerome & Annette Fedor
Ramona Fedor

Sarah Fedor

Steven &Kathryn Feeny
Don & Sherry Feige
Tammy Feige

Linda Felix

Susan Felix-Mueller
Mary K. Felland

Merle & Kathy Felling
Dan & Pat Feneis

Juliana Fernandez
Roger & Patricia Fernelius
Kate Festler

Jeanne Feyereisn
Marlene Fiala

Donna &Troy Field

Judith Finch

Rosemary Finch

Mark Trainor & Rosanne Fischer
Mike & Sandra Fischer
Randy & Jill Fischer
Katherine Fischer Roberts
Rachel Fitzgerald

James & Hulene Fitzpatrick
Tom & Sharon Fitzpatrick
Five Wings Arts Council
Jean Flacke

William* & Barb Flaig

Jo & Mike Flanders

Martha Frerich

Mary Frericks

Rev. Francis L. Fried
William Friedman

Sue & Louie Frykman
Edward Fulton

Bruce & Karen Furlong
Mary E. Furman

(arol Furnstahl

Dave & Rachel Fuss

Deb Galvez

Gerry & Annette Gang|
Dianne Gapinski

Melina Christine Garcia
Sheila & Scott Gardner
Eugene & Magdalene Garman
Phyllis Garris

Mark & Julie Gartner

Rita Garvey

Floyd & Jeanette Gast
Marilyn & Rollin Gates
Bob Gatts

Jeff & Melinda Gau
Shirlee Gau Halper
Charles & Mary Ellen Gebeke
Sylvia Geis

Georgetta Genovese
Susan Gentz

Dennis & Dianna George
Kathleen & Robert George
Lisa & Peter Germscheid
James & Alma Gersich
Maureen Gertken

Donald & Jeanne Goligowski
Francis & Shikha Gomes
Yvonne Gorman

James & Kathlyn Gottwalt
David & Roberta Gouker
Michael & Patty Gould
Steve & Rosemary Goulet
Art & Barb Grachek

Mary Beth Grady
Elizabeth Grady*

Ann & Matthew Graeve
Jim &Mary Ann Graeve
Mark & Jeanine Grams
Rosalie Grams

Mary Graves

(assandra Gray

Mark & Leeann Gray
Marlene Otto Gray

Robyn Gray

Damas & Eileen Grebinoski
Kathryn & James Green
Paul M. Greene

Judy Gregor

Therese Grewe

Diane Griffin

Linda Grilli

Adam Grochowski

Adella Gross

Tom Gross

(letus Grossman

Lecia Grossman
Margaret Grossman

John & Carrie Gruber
Dave & Mary Gruenes

Alan & Kathy Grundei
Marilyn Grundman

David & Maureen Guay
Jerome Guenther

Jerome & Kim Guerin

Bruce & Barbara Guggemos
Dale & Ruth Ann Guimont

Becky L. Haaf

Robert* & Janet Haarman
John & Anne Eileen Haas
John & Janet Haas
Elizabeth & Randy Hacker
Gloria & Bill Hafner

Joanne Hagstrom

Estate of Lawrence Haider
Martin & Ethel Haider
Pat & Sue Hall

Ronald Halvorson

(harles & Carole Hamilton, IIl
Cheri Hample

Helen Hamrick

Dalorus Hanowski

Donald Hansen

David & Kathy Hanson
Darlene Hapka

Geraldine Hare

James & Mary Ann Harlander
Rev. Robert Harren
Lee & Julie Harren

Colleen A. Harris

Kathy Harthun

Paul & Barb Hartkopf

Mary Lou Hartl

Douglas Larsen and Catherine Hartle
Patricia Hartmann

Joseph & Loris Hassler
Pamela Haiden & Edward Hathaway
(harlotte Hauer
Walter & Jeanne Haupt
Paul & Pamela Havel
Margaret Havens

Bill & Judith Hecht

David Heim

Florence Heim

Jill Heinking

Lloyd Heintzelman

Allen & Betty Heinz
Beatrice Heinz

Dennis & Kathleen Heinze
Leo & Beverly Heinze

Janet Heirigs

Patrick Held

Janice Helmer

Helen Helseth

Eileen Hemmesch

Leo & Mary Jo Hemmesch
Patricia V. Hemmesch
Margaret Hendrickson
Anita Hendrickx

(harles & Barbara Henkel
Roger & Marjorie Henkemeyer
Edwin & Bernadine Hennek
Renee Hennemann

Gary & Jo Hennen

John & Mary Ann Hennen
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From students to employees to volunteers

Elizabeth Rydeen
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. Carol Wielinski and Phyllis Dobis grew up on a farm near Elmdale.
There were five children in the Hanfler family, and two of the three girls
attended St. Francis High School in Little Falls. Carol and Phyllis, both
shy and “not too social,” were happy at St. Francis and appreciated the all-
girl environment.

After graduation, Carol and Phyllis continued their relationship with the
sisters. Carol worked at St. Gabriel’s Hospital as a pharmacy technician
for 35 years. She retired in 2014. Phyllis was a medical ward secretary.

She remembers Sisters Therese Furnstahl and Corrine Millner, who were
nurses, and Sister Ardis Cloutier from the lab. “Really, I've known the
sisters my whole life,” Phyllis said. After seven years at St. Gabe’s, she took
a position in the Finance Department at St. Francis Convent and stayed

' for over 30 years, retiring in 2015.

Sometimes together, sometimes assigned separate jobs, Phyllis and Carol
serve coffee at funerals and other events, help with mailings and the blood
¢ drive, assist in St. Clare Library and Archives and help wherever they are
needed. “When I walk in the door, I feel welcome, appreciated and just
happy to be here,” said Carol.

Phyllis and Carol love volunteering for the sisters. As the convent gradually re-opened when Covid settled down, they were often stationed at the
entrances to take temperatures and make sure people were wearing masks, tasks that were not always too popular. Thank you, Phyllis and Carol!

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Society

Anyone who names the Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, Minnesota, as beneficiary of a will or other estate gift automatically
becomes a member of the St. Elizabeth of Hungary Society. Saint Elizabeth, our patron saint of planned giving, was a royal

woman who embraced the Franciscan values and dedicated her life to the poor. We extend our sincere thanks to the people
named below as well as the members who prefer to remain anonymous.

ANONYMOUS

Bob & Shirley Albrecht
Geri Barsody

Raymond & Agnes Bernard
Marilyn Beyer

Dick & Mimi Bitzan
Kenneth Bjorklund
Elizabeth Black

Loren & Deanna Boone
Charles Buhl

James Decker

Karen Dinndorf

Joel & Mary Donnell
Jim Ebner

Toni Ebner

Pauline Eichten
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Mel & Julie Euteneuer

Sam & Eileen Ford

Tom & JoyGenea Furnstahl
Sylvia Geis

Jackie & Deacon Dave Holst
Mary Ellen Imdieke

Rex* & Monica Ingram
Mary Alice Kalkbrenner
Ron & Margaret Keller
Donald W. Kjonaas

Janice Weniger & James Klein
Theresa Knier

Barbara Koch

Elaine Kolles

Norbert & Donna Korkowski
Patty Korkowski

Jean Krause

Rev. Anthony Kroll

Bob & Joyce Kvanbeck
Connie Lacher

Ralph and Louise LAllier
Gertrude Lambert
Paulette & Larry Lappi
John & Arlene Leisen
Susan Malikowski

Dennis & Karen Mathiason
Vivian Nash-Kirk

Joyce Nelson

Mary Jean Niedzielski
Eileen Niehaus

Eunsook & Seungwoo Park
Ann Sang & Jerry Pietrzak

Virginia Plettl

Lori & James Rausch
Susan Riley

Robert & Monika Rivers
Richard Ruhoff

Duane & Terry Sakry
Margaret A. Schroeder
Lorraine Shafer

Arnold Soenneker
Dean & Merrisue Soutor
Ron & Sharon Spanier
Lynn Stewart

Jaletta Stommes

Helen Taffe

Rudy Valley



Marcia Hennen

Robert & Mary Jane Hennen
Stephen & Diane Henry
Bruce Hensley

Willard & Karlene Herbrand
Peqgy Herges

Susan and Joseph Herman
Suzanne Herold

(eorge Heroux

Keith & Patricia Hesli
Gerald & Joan Heuring
Richard & Diane Heuring
Don & Marge Heurung
Kenneth & Renee Hickerson
Thomas & Laura Hickey
Patricia Hill

Paul Hill

Mary Hilla

Joseph & Iris Hilton

David Hines

Patricia Hines

David Hinker

Brad Hinker*

David & Elaine Hinman
Eberhard & Helen Hinnenkamp
Ronald & Marlene Hoch
Julie Hochsprung

Joan Hockert

Shirlee Hoebelheinrich
Gene & Caroline Hoelscher
Raymond* & Ida Hoffarth
Douglas Hoffman

Lorraine & Mary Hoffman
Teresa Hoffman

(raig & Kimberly Hoffmann
Debbie & Louis 0. Hoffmann
David & Ann Hoffmann
Thomas J. Hoheisel

Rosie & Larry Hollenbach
Mary Ann Hollenhorst
(harles Holthaus
Georgianna Holthaus
Angeline Holzinger

Bill & Debra Honek

Elaine Honer

Allan & Constance Hoof
Douglas & Darlene Hookom
David & Sybil Hopkins

(reg & Karen Hoppe

John Hoppe

Barbara Hortsch

Lawrence Hortsch

Kevin & Cheryl Hoskins
Shirley Houghton

Janis Hovda

Lucille Hovland

Jerald & Juliana Howard

Kathleen Howland

A.F. & Mary Ellen Huber
Gloria Hudoba

Lorraine Huehner

Mark Hakomaki & Bill Huebsch
John Huelsman

Julie Hughes

Beverly Johnson

Carolyn Johnson

David & Maria Johnson
DoLores Johnson

Dolores & Curtis Johnson
Donald C. & Kathryn A. Johnson
Jane & Dave Johnson

Joyce Karnowski

Joan & Gerald Karol
Richard & Ann Karsky
David & Maureen Karsnia
Mary Lou Kasella

Gerald & Arlyne Kaus
Doug & Cynthia Kazeck

I like to donate to the sisters. | have several relatives in the
Franciscan Community. The main reason | give to the sisters is |
know the money will be used wisely. This is important to us.
We trust the women with my money.

—dJohn and Cathy, Roseville, Minn.

Bernadette & Harold Hukriede
Roy & Nellie Humbert

Terry &Lori Ann Humbert
Tom & Jacki Humphrey

Allan &Bonnie llgen
Gerianne V. Imdieke
Mary Ellen Imdieke
Harold Imholte

Paul & Karen Imholte
John & Rita Imsdahl
Jason Ingebritson
Rex* & Monica Ingram
James Irsfeld

Bill & Maureen Isaacson
Mike Isaacson

Sophia McCrocklin & William Isaacson
Rimon & Charlene Issa

Jean Jacobs

Stephen & Bonnie Jacobsen
Daniel & Lois Jaeger

Peter & Susan Jager
Jagielski Family Charitable Fund
Jerome Jambor

Donald & Catherine James
Daniel & Jean Janiga
Donna Jansen

Laurie & Dick Janssen

Rose Marie Januszewski
Florence Jaramillo

Adam & Jan Jaskowiak
Agnes & Michael Jelacie
Jerry & Charlene Jelinski
Philip & Deb Jenniges
Anthony & Marlene Jennissen
(harles & Laurie Jennissen
(laudette Jennissen

Doris Jennissen

Harold & Jean Jennissen
Robert & Patricia Jennissen
Virginia Jensen

Janice Johnson

Kevin & Jean Johnson

Lori & Rod Johnson
Lynden Johnson

Margaret Johnson

Mary Ann Johnson

Mary S. Johnson

Paul Johnson

Randall & Carla Johnson
Roger & Sue Johnson
Sharon A. Johnson
Thomas & Barbara Johnson
Warren & Yvonne Johnson
Nicholas Jonas

Victor Jonas

John & Barbara Jordan
Phil & Marva Jorgensen
James Jorissen

Antonio & Nancy Joyer Monteiro
Fred & Rose Julig

(harles & Mary Jungmann
Corry Jurek

Arlene Justin

Lorri & Francis Kaas

Jane Kadlec

Sharon Kahlert

Rita Kainz

John R. & Kris Kaiser
Luanne & Jerry Kaiser
Michael & Rita Kaiser
(ynthia M. & Craig Kalahar
Deborah Kalahar

Norbert & Verna Kalthoff
Sanford Kam

(atherine Kane

James & Melissa Kane
James & Jo Ann Kappes
Estate of Doreen Kapsner
Jerome & Virginia Kapsner
Mary Kargel

Riwaj & Kim Karki

Planned Giving—Please let us know
if you would like more information on
remembering the Franciscan Sisters in
your will and estate planning.

Contact: Sister Bernice Ebner
(320)632-0699 « bebner@fslf.org

Ed & Anne Keeley

Erin Keeley

Gary & Mary Keifenheim
Marilyn Keith

David* & Joann Keller
John Keller

Jerome* & Sharon Kelly
June E. Kelly

Kathleen B. Kelly
Thomas & Mary Kelly
Pat Kempenich

Al & Kathy Kempf

Mary & Howard Kenna
Jane Keppers

Bob & Peggy Kerestes
John Kerr

Kenneth Kersting
Roseann Kerzman
Joseph & Dorleen Kessler
Matthew & Jill Kessler
Donald Kester

Rev. Robert Kieffer

Karl Kieffer

Patricia Kilian

Helen Kill

Bruce & Mary Kimlinger
Harvey & Mary Kimman
Jack & Rachel Kinzer
Marcia Kirkes

Scott & Amy Kirkhoff
Sarah M. & David L. Kise
Donald Kjonaas
Josephine Klapperich
Robert &Rita Klassen

Estate of Patricia & Eugene Klawitter

(harles & Linda Klein

Janice Weniger & James Klein

Dale & Karen Kleinschmidt

Gerald Kleve

Marilyn & Bob Kline

Allen Adinoff & Mary Klinnert

Lorena Klinnert

Carolyn Klitzke

Helen Kloss

Margaret Kloss

Bruce & Lora Knafla

Theresa Knier

Knights of Columbus Councils:
+ #1804, Little Falls, MN

+ Chesterton Council #1995,

Millerville, MN

+ St. Cloud Council #5548, St.

(loud, MN

+ St. Damian Council #11345,

Kimball, MN
(athy & Ronald Knoll
Roberta Kay Knowlton
Roger & Mary Knutson
Thomas E. & Lil Knutson
Tom Knutson
Steve & Kathy Kobliska
Helen Koch
Jim & Mary Koczur
Wanda Koeller
David & Kathleen Koenig
Pat Koenig
William & Cheri Koenig
Joan Koep
(atherine A. Koering
Bob Koetter
Mary Kokett
Nancy Koles
Elaine Kolles
(len & Shawna Kolles
James & Karon Kolles
Jane Kolles
Joel & Jeaneen Kolles
Marlys Kolles
Anita Kolles*
Jerry & Linda Koltes
Mary M. Konen*
Ronald & Shirley Konsor
Bernard & Carol Koopmeiners
(larence Koopmeiners
Lorene Koopmeiners
Marina Koopmeiners
Rose Ann Kopp
Bob & Phyllis Korkowski
(Clifford & Beverly Korkowski
Debbra Korkowski
Dennis & Christella Korkowski
Jim & Staci Korkowski
Ken & Georgette Korkowski
Kurt Korkowski
Mark & Bernice Korkowski
Mike & Mary Lee Korkowski
Norbert & Donna Korkowski
Patrick Korkowski
Patty Korkowski
Kenneth & Yvonne Korte
Janet Korzeniowski
Carol Kosel

David Kosel & Shannon Shaughnessy

Gene & Linda Kosel
Patricia & Paul Kosel
Patrick & Ruth Kosel
Robert & Elizabeth Kosel
Tom & Sharon Kosel
Walter Kosel*

Janet Kost

Louis & Susan Kost
William Kotsmith
Harvey & Hazel Kowalzek
Rev. Edwin Kraemer
Thomas & Jeanne Kraker
(race Kramer

lone Kramer
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Marianna & Roney Kranz
Patricia Kranz

Fayette Krause

Mike & Joan Krause

John & Sandra Krebsbach
Elizabeth Kremer

Derald & Theresa Krentz
Tony & Rachel Krentz

Khris Krier Strehlow

Carol Kriescher

John & Sue Krimsky

Rev. Anthony Kroll

Gene & Betty Kroll

James & Patricia Kroll

Syl & Elaine* Krueger
James Berg & Mary J. Kruger
Magdalen Krupa

Myrtle Krusche

Rev. Glenn Krystosek
Theresa Kubela

Bernard & Geraldine Kuchta
Margaret Kuebler

Arthur & Margaret Kuechle
Muriel Kuepers

Bill & LuAnn Kuesel

Mary Kuhlmann

Maggie Kukar

Mary & Bernie Kukar
Bryce Kuklok

Elaine Klein & Rev. Richard Kukowski
Bob & Hollie M. Kulzer
Janet Kulzer

Roman & Mary Kulzer
Dennis Kurtz

Jan Kurtz

Theresa & Karl Kurtz
Joseph & Gladys Kustritz
Bob & Joyce Kvanbeck

Denise LaBrie

Richard & Yoko LaBute
Bill & Phyllis Lacroix
Patricia LaFontaine
Harold & Debra Lahr

Pat & Connie Lahr

Phyllis Ann Laing

Lisa Laliberte

Ralph & Louise LAllier
Kyle Lamb

Gertrude Lambert

Janet Lamkin

Frieda Lampa

Amanda Lampert
(atherine Lampert
David & Kaaren Lamusga
(raig Plummer & Michael Lange
Gary &Audrey Lange
Gene & Phyllis Lange
Estate of Lou Langer
Louis & Loretta Langer*
Alfred & Barhara Langer
Bernard & Zerrin Langer
Richard* & Annamarie Langlie

Rosann Lanners

Michael & Maureen Lanning
Emie & Carol Larsen

Nels & Jennnifer Larsen
John & Diane Larson

Andy Lindberg & Linda Larson
Carol Larson

David K. Larson

Linda & Steve Larson

Sarah Larson

Sandy & Jerry Larson-Jensen
Ron & Mary Kay Laska

Gerry Latterell

Dorine Laudenbach

Shirley Laudenbach

Glen A. Laver

Rich & Mary Lauer

Wayne & Regina Lauermann
Kevin Laughlin

Marjorie Lausen

Judy Lauten

Edward & Joanne Laver
Thomas & Sandi Law

Alan & Sandy Lawrence
John Leddy

Barbara & Carlos Ledezma
Ann Leedahl

Viola & Dennis Leff

Mark Lehman

Michael & Alice Lehnen
Frank & Amy Leidenfrost
Patrick* & Katherine Leighton
John & Arlene Leisen
Margaret & Alexander Leitner
(arl Lekan

Larry & Maxine Leners
Lindon & Sandy Leners
Christel Lenertz

Tom Lenertz

Joan Lentner

Ira& Donna Lenz

Frank & Judy Lenzotti

Gerry Leonard

Teresa Leonard

Bill & Carol Leopold

Mary Lepinski

Helen LeRoy

Ed & Janet Lewis

Raymond Ley

Arlene Leyden

Ralph Liebsch

Steven & Barbara Lienemann
Rev. Gregory Lieser

Rev. Vincent Lieser

Ralph & Sylvia Lieser

Alice Lincoln

Larry & Onalee Lindborg
Caroline E. Linz

Roger & Sue Linz

Kathleen Littfin

(atherine Little

Andrew Littlefield

16 2023 Spring Our Journey

(andy & Gary Lochow
Patricia &T. Ferquson Locke
Jim* & Renee Logeais

Jo Ann Loher

Joan Loher

Bonnie & Ronald Loidolt
Janice M. & Don Lokken

Al & Gladys Lommel
LaVonne & Joe Lommel
Rosie Lommel

(arla Long

Monica Lorentzen

Donald Lorsung

Duane & Patricia Lorsung
Jim & June Loscheider
Deborah Louison

Carol Lovdahl

William Love

Sandra Lovett

Gene & Pat Loxtercamp
Roger & Rosella Loxtercamp
Michael LuConic

Dan & Joyce Lucy

Raymond & Delores Lukasik

Dennis & Allice Mans

John &Ellen Mans

Don & Lois Manske

Irene Manuel

Kathleen Mareck

Andrew & Patricia Marincic
Paula Marsh-Geurts

Bonnie Marshik

Gene & Gloria Jean Marshik
Richard & Patricia Marshik
(arol Marston-Stanley

Alcuin & Catherine Marthaler
(harles H. & Peggy Martin
Dennis & Jeanne Martin

Earl & Alpha Martin

Edward & William Martin-Chaffee
Donald W. & Barbara A. Marystone
(Christine Leick & Guy Marzano
Irene Maske

Michelle Matchie

Dennis & Karen Mathiason
Gary Matlock

Len & Kay Matthys

Leona Mattock

Thomas & Susan Menth
Margaret Mercer

John & Jane Merdan
Joe & Barh Merickel
Diane & Steve Merkling
(raig & Lisa Meschke
Garth & Marie Meschke
LaVonne Metcalf

Kim Lane &Linda Metzger
Jerome & Sharon Meyer
Loren & Janel Meyer
Marian Meyer

Mary Ann Meyer
Randy J. & Joan M. Meyer
Virgil & Joyce Meyer
John & Judy Meyers
Jack & Marla Michaels
Stephen & Mary Michel
Joanne Michels

Gordon & Carol Midas
Ed & Mary Beth Mielech
Dean & Michele Miller
Helen Miller

James & Rosalyn Miller

| have dear friends among the Franciscan Sisters. | appreciate
the wonderful work of the sisters, past and present. | became
acquainted with Sisters Carol Schmit and Aggie Soenneker when |
spent time at Clare’s Well and developed lasting friendships.

Stephanie Luna

Karen Lundgren

Rose M. Lundrigan
Roseanne Lurie

Paul & Jessica Lust

Allen Lutgen

Martin & Jeanette Lutzke
Ginny Lyon

Marvin Macey

Rev. David Maciej

Janelle & Dan Maciej

Odele Maciej

Maria MacWithey

Barbara & Michael Madden
Ronald & Flavia Magnuson
Marilyn Maguire

Terese Mahling

Suzanne Mahmoodi

Gerald & Marjorie Mahon
Martin & Betsy Mahowald
Bob & Pat Maietta

Troy & Cleo Major

Carolyn Maki

Doreen Maki

(hristine Maleska

Vartan & Lucy Malkasian
Sherman & Patricia Malkerson
Bonita & Tom Malterer
(atherine Mamer

Mike Gallagher & Kateri Mancini
Mary Mangan

Beatrice Manka

Robert &Trish Manning

—Renee L., Annandale, Minn.

Amnold Mayers

Emie Mayers

Judy McArdell
(harles McCarthy
Declan &Tula McCarthy
Patricia McCarty

Kim McCoy

Virginia McDonald
Daniel McDonell
Mary McDonough
Mike McDonough
(atherine McGinnis
Roger J. McGraw
Rose Marie McGraw
Stella McGraw

Mary Lu McGuire
John & Janet McHugh
Merla ). McIntyre
Jeanne McLeod
Sharon McLeod

John & Jane McNeill
Phyllis McNellis
Roberta McNellis
Marlene Mead

(arl & Beth Medin
James Meier

Jerome & Sharon Meier
Ray & Pat Meier

Carol Ann & James Melcher
Doris Meller

Kevin Mellor

Barbara Melser
Sinforina Mendoza
Joan Menke

Linda M. Miller

Michael & Amy Miller

Ron & Jeannie Miller

Wesley & Laura Miller

Miller Chevrolet, Rogers, MN

Alice & Gary Milliren

Roger & Karen Millner

Katie Mimbach*

Judy Minor-Bushfan

Dale Miranowski

James Miranowski

Sandro Pippobello & Mary Miranowski

St. Loretta's Mission Circle of
St. Rosa, MN

St. Mary's Mission Society, Melrose, MN

Lisa & Scott Mitchell

Robert & Catherine Mitchell

Dorothy Mittendorf

Matthew & Stephanie Mitzel

Pat Mitzel

MN State Arts Board

Marian Moening

Norma Moening

Bert & Marge Mohs

Gary & Norine A. Mohs

Lorraine Mohs

Rose & Dennis Molitor

Arnie & Carol Molus

Paula Monahan

Mark & Mary Ann Monroe

Diane Moos

Loretta Moran

(hristy Morgan

Lee & Vicki Morgan



Fred & Lisa Morris

Nancy Moris

Florence Moser

Marge Motzko

Thomas & Stephanie Motzko
Celia M. Moulds

Mike & Marie Moulzolf
Victoria Mountain

(lair Leo Mueller

Dana Mueller

Robert Mueller

Marilyn Muellner

Thomas & Paula Nohner Muellner
Kathleen Mulhern

John & Marlene Mulrooney
Mary E. Mulvania

Jeanette Munson

Patricia Murdy

Jim &Marian Murray
Robert & Dorothy Mushel
Richard & Mary Mussell
Laura Jane Musser Fund
Joan C. Myer

Ron Nagel

Vivian Nash-Kirk

David & Sally Nault-Maurer
Joan Nedeau

Mary Neidermeier

Mark & Jeanne Nelsen
Connie J. Nelson

David & Rosemary Nelson
Jean Nelson

Kevin & Julie A. Nelson
Sheila Nelson

Joy & Rick Nesemeier
David & Virginia Nesges
Barbara & Scott Nessa
John & Kathleen Nett
Betty & Larry Neu

Janice Neville

Sandi and Douglas Newgard
Judith Nickel

Ann & Ray Niedzielski
Ronald & Sue Niedzielski
Anthony & Carol Niehaus
Bob & Deb Niehaus
Eileen Niehaus

Joe & Beth Niehaus

Virgil Niehaus

John Nieland

Thomas Nieland

Dolores Nierengarten
Lloyd Nierenhausen

Bill & Jolene Niichel
Joyce Nikolai

Karen Nikolai

Nick Noe

Ginger & Roy Nohl
Marion Nohner

Darrell & Annette Noon
Ronald & Sandy Nord
Gerald & Cathy Nordick
Nancy & David Nordmeyer
Bill & Elaine Northem
David & Susan Noto
Thomas & Dorothy M. Noud

Karen Novak

Larry & Mary Kay Novakoske
Ronald & Geri Novotny

James & Sharon Nowak

Bruce Mancini & Betty Nystrom

Sherry Oberton

Tony & Bernadette Obowa

Tomas & Laurie Ochoa

Jeff Odendahl

Joyce 0'Driscoll

Alice Oehrlein

Melvin & Susan Qelrich

Michael & Barbara Oemcke

Mary Lou Ohman

Kathy Ohmann

Lee & Bernice Ohmann

Ron & Myrna Ohmann

Janet Oian

Shida Henry Ojuromi

Bob & Carol Oldowski

Matthew & Carolyn Oleson

Ann Olimb

Mildred Olmscheid

Dianne & Richard Olshy

Kevin & Pamela Olsen

RobertT. & Emily M. Olsen

Jadzia Olson

Rhonda Olson

Linda & Larry Oman

Peter & Barbara Omann

Ralph & Darlene Omann

Michael & Amanda Oney

Evelyn Oothoudt

Adolph &Linda Opatz

(laude & Susan Opatz

Mary Cheryl Opatz

David & Lora Opsahl

Julie Orr

Richard & Sandy Ostendorf

Scott & Melissa Ostendorf

Evelyn Otremba

James & Diana Otte

Jean Otte

John & Kathleen Ottenstroer

Sherman & Gisela Otto

Qur Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church,
McAllen, TX

Helen Owen

Lyn & Greg . Paddock
Ruth A. & Lloyd Pallansch
Peter & Colleen Palony
Mary Panek

Kathleen Pantzke

Norma Pantzke

Wally* & Marion Pantzke
Tom & Joyce Parisian
Jerry & Mary Joan Park
Doreen Parkes

Robert Parlow

Elizabeth Pasela

Wayne & Renee Paske
Stephen Pastick

Lois & Marc Pastore
Dennis & Beverly Paul
(arol &Leon Pauly

Paula Paurus

Anne Pavlik

Joanne Pearson

Bruce & Kathy Pederson
Dorothy Peine

Toney Peine

Steven & Laurie Pelkey
David &Linda Pelzer
Diane Pena

Jeff & Nancy Penick
Mary Ann Penick

Vickie & James R. Penick
James & Linda Perske
Mike & Sharon Peschel
Dorothy Peterka

Lucy Petermeier

Tom Petermeier

(heryl & Jan Petersen
Keith & Mary Jo Petersen
LaWayne & Pam Petersen
Melissa Peterson

Bill Peterson

Ruth Peterson

Barry & Judy Petro

Evelyn Petron

Mike & Barb Petschl

Marilyn Pettiette

Mary Pettiette

Donald & Rose Ann Pflueger
Kathie Pflueger

Arthur & Helen Phillips
Vicky & Shawn Phillips

Lisa & Clayton Phipps

Mary & Gary Piasecki

Lee Piccolo

(arol Pierce

Diane Pierce

Lynn Pietrowski

Ann Sang & Jerry Pietrzak
Pine Country Bank, Little Falls, MN
Alice Piotrowski

Gerald & Marylyn Piotrowski

David & Marlyce Plante
Diane & Mark Plantenberg
Virginia Plettl

Jan & Dave Plude
Margaret Plunkett

Ronald & Joan Plushnick
Mary Pluth Palmquist
Richard Podvin

Dan & Ruth Pohlmann
Harald Moore & Elizabeth Pohimann
LeRoy & Betty Pollock
Rev. Kenneth Popp

Marie Popp

Carol Porter

Bertha Porwoll

Mary Poser

Val Posterick

Joanne H. Potter

Dale & Susan Poulter
Vernon & Burnette Poxleitner
Rose Preimesberger

INACIAL
EPORT

2022

Fiscal Year Oct. 2021-Sept. 2022

Source of Funds

Donations/Grants
Memorials

Gift Planning
Sales/Special Events

$732,064.17
$127,479.00
$176,802.85
$196,336.54

$1,232,681.56

Designation of Funds

Franciscan Ministries
Franciscan Missions
Retirement Needs

$898,757.75
$19,181.10
$314,741.71

$1,232,681.56
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Sisters Carol Schmit and Elise Saggau, Rhonda Fochs, Ixayana
Nelson, Sister Ange Mayers, Candace Adams

It was a wonderful
celebration!

Candace Adams, Associate Minister

The congregation began receiving Franciscan
Associates formally in 1987 under the direction of
Sister Agnes Soenneker. Membership reached its
high point in 2018 when there were 301 persons
on the associate roll. In 1997, Sister Mary Zirbes
observed that “religious communities are a stable
anchor for the associates in this fast-paced world,
giving support for spirituality and keeping the face
of ‘God before the world.”

On Sunday, January 22, sisters and associates gathered
together to celebrate Associate Commitment and
Recommitment Day. This was the first Associate
Recommitment Day since Covid. It was a wonderful
celebration!

Rhonda Fochs and Ixayana Nelson made their initial
commitment to the Associate Relationship. Rhonda
and Ixayana were joined by family members. They
also were accompanied by their sister companions:

Sisters Elise Saggau and Ange Mayers. In addition,

Associate Ministers over the years: Sister Pat
Imdieke, Sister Clara Stang, Judy Virnig, Geri Dietz,
Sister Mary Zirbes and Candace Adams

Rhonda has developed a strong relationship to Sister
Loretta Denfeld through the compassionate connectors
ministry.

There was a large gathering of associates who
celebrated special anniversaries. The years of associate
relationships represented by those in attendance totaled
596 years! That is a lot of togetherness. And through
the togetherness of sisters and associates they are able
to reflect God’s love and light to the world.

18 2023 Spring Our Journey

"I donate to the Franciscan Sisters of
Little Falls to honor the legacy of my
great aunt, Sister Mary Eve Goering,
to thank the Franciscans for the
wonderful education that my mother
received at St. Francis High School,
to show my appreciation for the
ministry of the Franciscans at Crosier
Seminary and the Onamia Hospital,
to express my profound gratitude for
the ministry partnership that | enjoyed
with Sisters Sylvia Schik and Helen
Ann Brake, and to support the ministry
and lives of an amazing community of
dedicated religious."

—Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun, Wayzata, Minn.
Photo by Dave Hrbacek, The Catholic Spirit



Interdependence—weaving
a tapestry for life

Jamie Deering, Franciscan Programs Ministry

On January 14, while walking with Sister Michelle UAllier in the bright
sunshine along a snowy street, I hit an icy patch and fell back, landing with
a loud thud as my head bounced twice off the pavement. After a trip to the
emergency department (ED) and a CT scan, a brain bleed was discovered.
A second trip to the ED three days later revealed infections in both ears.

It was a potent brain scramble that drew me into reflection and revival.

I’'m recovering well, working less to find words and still pondering our
interdependence.

Crises tend to pull back the veil of complacency to peer at our fragility.
Life is not guaranteed. The invitation is to live in it with engaged
presence, right now. An invitation to break through the mundane,
acknowledge that nothing is profane, and be set free in awareness that
what happens to any of us, happens to all of us.

L
Supporting the journey of ongoing conversion inside our
interconnectedness (Triune God in All) is perhaps the primary call w I'l
of Franciscan Programs Ministry. My hope is that each event will
inspire deep listening and a response to the invitation to wholeness—a W [ I_ ﬂ u M | N G H u U 8 [
contemplative and richly Franciscan understanding of what it means to Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls
live wildly outwardly from inward conversion. In Protestant language,
it's being reformed and always reforming. Richard Rohr talks about God
presencing God. All of these thoughts, an attempt to speak into being who
we are and our call to show up attuned with all created reality.

In my three months as director of Programs Ministry, I have experienced warmth, welcome, and the kinship of
people and rhythms of the Franciscan Sisters’ wide-reaching community. The ministry is whole-heartedly supported,
and I feel personally supported. It is a great privilege to support ongoing transformation, contemplative prayer and
care of all in simple living. It is a privilege to let these core values guide and direct every gathering. I pray that my
commitment to living these values and the ministry team’s commitment to the work invigorates the spiritual growth
of each participant in every event. Grounded in an understanding of our absolute mutuality, we partner in presence to
see what God unfolds next.

My responsibilities are two-fold: events at the Motherhouse in Little Falls and at Welcoming House in St. Cloud that
invite our deepened understanding of living the Gospel. This year, we have two retreats that bookend the election of
Leadership. January’s retreat guided us to think expansively about God creating a universe that is always creating itself
in which we participate. We reflected on our life ministries and what they've held so far. August’s retreat invites us to
notice Jesus in unexpected places. This follows Leadership election where we step into a new unknown and as January’s
retreat director Marya Grathwohl said, “Live what has not been lived before.”

At Welcoming House, we are discerning God’s will for what’s next. We have a beautiful new logo that expresses our
emergence in hosting groups and events that enliven spiritual experience across beliefs. Complete with images of trees,
houses and people, the image itself invites the observer into reflection. Sundays in March, from 3:30-4:30 p.m., we
have a contemplative prayer series that supports our Lenten walk. Look for more groups and events to come.

It is an exciting time to be guiding Programs Ministry with you! Please continue prayers for steady discernment
of what God is nudging forward for the transformation of each of us—and therefore in the world—through our
work together.
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This is how we grow a library . . . a seed library.

Associate Elise Carey, St Clare Library

Of course, a garden is built one plant at a time, and
each plant, one seed at a time. Seeds and fertile soil
make up the foundation of our garden, of our families

and neighborhoods being fed. Seeds tell the stories of

generations before us, stories of

distant lands and new beginnings.
Weell, at least heirloom seeds do.

These are the seeds that comprise
the St. Clare Seed Library. Many
of our seeds hold the stories of
immigrant families who came from

Germany or Norway. Some of our

seeds have stories from centuries ago

found in archeological digs that miraculously germinated.
Still some hold humble stories of being purchased from an
heirloom seed company and were generously donated only a

few years ago.

No matter the story, these seeds are valuable! Just as a seed

the St. Clare Seed Library waits for the opportunity to grow.

You see, over these years of the pandemic, there has been

néi,«/& v malv & 61/5‘\/ and
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wma To 7awlm and The whele

—Unknown

little to no access to the seeds we've had and therefore,
few to no donations. The older a seed gets, the rate of

germination lessens, so we are left

with seeds that may or may not meet
success in the planting. So, were
looking for folks who would like to
donate heirloom seeds (non-GMO
seeds that can be planted, seeds saved,
planted once again, for generations to
come). Vegetable seeds are welcome

as are Hower seeds.

Checking out seeds at the St. Clare Seed Library is free to
anyone who would like to plant a garden. The idea is you
“check out” seeds, plant them, and when they grow you

keep the seeds from the fruit and “return” some seeds to the
seed library to replenish our current stock. This is how we

will lie dormant during the winter months, so has the

St. Clare Seed Library during the pandemic. Just as a seed

waits for warming temperatures and spring rains to grow, so

Dennis & Kathi Primus
Rita Primus

Marlene Prokott

Les & Mary Lou Proper
(olleen & Ernie Provasek
Marge Pryately

James Przybilla

Gary & Ann Pull

Jim & Jill Pundsack
Sue Pundsack

Cheryl Purvis

Gordon & Susan Pusc
Robert Putschoegl

Geoff & Bernie Quist

Joel & (ynthia Racchini
Jon & Sarah Radermacher
Thomas & Eileen Radziej
David Rajdl

Marilyn & Frank Rajkowski, Il
Tom & Cheryl Rambosek
Mary K. Ramler

Mary Lou Randall
Geraldine Rasmusson
Grace Rasset

Wayne & Lesley Rathje
Robert & Joyce Rau

David & Jean Rausch

Jim &Lori Rausch

Roger Rausch

Shanti Rausch

Susanne M. Rausch

Joe & Clare Reagan
Jack Rearick

Lois Reber

Robert & Cynthia Reed
Jacqueline & Ron Reese
Sherry Reese

Barhara & Jerry Reif
Mary Jane Reif

Diane & Ron Reimann
Scott & Karen Reinholz
(leo Reitan

Sharon Reiter

Rita Reker

(arol & Mike Rengel
Mary Ann Renner

Sr. Mary Lucy Renner
Jim & Laura Rentz
Sandra Repke

Mary Resnikoff

Mary Ann Retka

Arlene Rhode

Mary Rhodes

Mary C.Ricci

Mike Ricci

Patricia Ricci

James* & Gwendolyn Rice
Bernard & Linda Richter
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Laurie Elizabeth Riddle
Carla Riley

Patrick & Beverly Riley
Sandra Sue Riley
Steven & Judith Ringeisen
Andrina D. Ringquist
Dick & Diane Ristow
Bill &Linda* Ritchie

J. Peter & Mary Ritten
LuVerne & Jean Ritter
Arlene Rivard

Margaret Rivers Fund
Robert & Monika Rivers
Doris Robb

Deanna Robertson
Marguerite Robertson
Rosemary Rockwell
Monica Roczniak

(arol E. Rodakowski
Toby Rodseth

Jim Roers

Robert Roettger
Jacqueline Rogan

Jeff &Diann Rolin
Patricia Roloff

Paul & Christina Rooney
Gary & Geraldine Rose
Ruth Rose

Deacon Ken & Michele Rosha
Joseph Roskop

grow a library . . . a seed library.

Mike & Sarah Rosner
Rosalia Ross

Audrey L. Roth

Stephen & Amy Rothstein
Delroy & Donna Rothstein
Mike & Mary Rothstein
Marie Rousselange
Darlene Rousslang

Mary Roy

Monica Rudawski
Kathleen & Richard Rudd
Thomas & Catherine Rudolph
Tom & Dorothy Rudolph
Jim & Mae Rugg

Richard B. Ruhoff

Leah Rusnak

Paul & Deborah Ruszat
Roger Rutten

Art & Rebecca Ruzanic
(arl &Elizabeth Mahoney Rydeen
Joe & Katie Rydeen

Paul Sacia

Bob Sacquitne

Mary & David Sahr
Diane & Michael Sakach
Duane &Terry Sakry
Vleronica Salazar
Lenore Salinas

Sam & Jane Salzl

Who knows, you might be in a neighborhood where

everyone will have tomatoes.

(ecelia Samuelson

Mel & Jeanette San Nicolas Peters
Ann Marie Sand

Michael & Barbara Sande
Dorothy & Herman Sanders
(rissy Sandoval

Pat Sandvol

Duane R. & Nancy L. Sanocki
Judy Sanoski

(ordelia Sanvik

Ronald & Nancy Sargent
Oren & Kathie Sater

James & Kathleen Sautter
Tom & Rachel Savageau
Margaret Savelkoul

Al & Karen Sawczuk

John & Margie Sayer

M. Scott & Ellen Sayer

Gary & Shirley Scapanski
Linda J. Scepurek

Rick & Sandy Schackmann
LaVerne Schaefer

Mark & Susan Scharenbroich
Patricia Scheeler

Jordyce & Timothy Scheffler
Gregg & Susan Scheid
Florence &Tom Scheierl

Ann Schellinger

Karen Schellinger

Betty Schenk



Jerry* &Kathy Schwieters Amy Skwira Jenell & Scott Staples
Kurt & Mary Schwieters Dennis & Sharon Skwira Mike & Lisa Stark
Roger & Nancy Schwieters Marvin Skwira Scott & Mary Stearns
Connie Schwinghammer Richard & Mary Ellen Slattery Bonne Steele
Kenneth Scherber John & Renae Schneider Barbara Schwister Kevin & Roberta Sliwinski Roger W. Stequra
Lawrence Scherer Josephine Schneider John & Lil Schwitalla Veronica Smieja Jerry Steidl
Kurt & Pam Scherping Kyle & Lori E. Schneider Barb & Donald Schwoerer Barbara D. Smith Delrose Stein
Kenny & Pam Schik Mary A. Schneider Joan Seckinger
Dick & Lenora Schillewaert Dolores Schnettler Stephen & Colleen Seevers My aunt, Sister Luella Mareck, was a
Pam Schilling Milton Schoen Don & Diane Seidenkranz Franciscan Sister for more than 70 years. Her
Mark & Brenda Schirmers Amy . Scholl Don & Joyce Selg journey remains an inspiration to me years
Carole Schlangen (indy &Daniel Scholl Helen Selisker after her passing. A favorite memory: Sister
Lynne Schlangen Dennis & Geri Ann Scholl Michael Selisker escorting my Jewish husband through the
Lila Schlegel Mike & Jeanette Schommer Mary Sell ¢ h lati t H
Beverly . Schleper Mark Schrantz Johr & Doroth el cemetery where many relatives rest. He was
i e 0nn & Drothy Jetis dibly touched. Donating is a small thank
Gerald Schlichting Lou Ann & Dennis Schreiber Romaine Seppelt Increaioly . s . 9 “
Gregory A. & Susan Schlosser David & Anne Schreifels Hlizabeth Sether you to the sisters’ commitment to ‘a profound
Bernie Schmidt Karen Schreifels Patrica Setter reverence for all created things.”
Heidi & Michael Schmidt Margaret Schroeder Jackie & Dennis Severson —Mary Alice Binder, Kennewick, Wash.
John A. & Margaret Schmidt Phil & Jean Schroeder Lorraine Shafer
Margaret Schmiesing William & Valerie Schroeder Dolores Shaffer Brian Smith Mary C. Stein
Steve & Barb Schmit Gretchen & David Schrupp Thomas & Mary Jo Shamp (larice Smith Ralph & Mary Stein
Eimer & Jane Schmitt Kathryn Schug Pattiia & Larry Sharon Lloyd & Cheryl Smith Cathy Steinke
Marvin & llene Schmitt Ellen Schuller Jane M. Shaw Rande & Brenda Smith Nancy Stepan
Robert & Mary Schmitt Alan & Aggie Schulte Rev. Leo Shea Tresa Smith Chuck & Marilyn Sterling
Bev & Verlon Schmitz Ray & Dianna Schulte Marlene & Clem Shears Gretchen & Greg Smoley Jessica & Wes Stettner
Deacon Vern & Diane Schmitz Richard & LaVerne Schultz Anita M. Sheehan Jeanette Smoley Lynn Stewart
Ronald™ & Dianne Schmitz Amy & Christopher Schulz Jennifer & Ron Sheppard Patrick & Iris Smoley (atherine Stoch
Frandis Schmolke Richard & Monica Schulzetenberg Frank & Laura Sherman Dale & Melanie Sobania Catherine Matuska & Robert Stocker
Helen Schmolke Anthony Schulzetenberg* Kathy Sherman (ynthia Sobiech Margaret Stokman
Patrica Schmalke Elmer Schumer Joan Siegenthaler Beradine Sobieck Eugene Stoll
Dalg & D|ane.Schne|der Jeffrey & Laurie Schuneman Michael Kieffer & Heidi Siemon Katherine Sobieck Eliza & Craig Stolte
Daniel Schneider Patricia Schuneman Norie Chandler Siers Rosemarie Sochacki Virginia Stolte
Dennis E. & Marsha Schneider Kim Schuneman-Werner Carol Simdorn Arnie Soenneker Jaletta Stommes
Don LeBrun &Jan Schneider Sophie Schutz Paul & Julie Simonett Frank* & Janet Soenneker James & Mary Stone
Frank & Ann §chne|der. Thomas & Mary Schutz Myra Simpson Kathilyn Solomon John & Janet Stone
Gerald & Marion Scheider Geraldine Schwab Mary Sitzman Connie C. Solseth Richard & Judith Stone
Harold & Doreen Schneider Phylls Schwandt Josine Skenzich Marilou Sommers Susan Stone
James & Carol Schneider Joanne Schwartz Jack Skjegstad Victor Sorlie Mary Storkamp
Jerome & Janeth Schneider James & Wilma Schwegel Leon & Janet Skroch Dean & Merrisue Soutor Brigid Fitzgerald & Tom Stoy
Jim & Dorothy Schneider Glenn & Ann Schwieters James & Shirley Skroski Richard & Susan Sovada Doretta Stoy
John Schneider Janice Schwieters Alphonse & Shirley Skwira Ronald Sovell (leo Streitz
John &Trude Sowada Stanley J. Stroga*
Ramona Sowada Dave & Diane Gangl Strom
Maureen A. Spanier Gary Stuart
Ron & Sharon Spanier Kevin Stueven
Deborah & Joseph Spaniol Barhara Stumpf
Guy & Pat Spence Karla & Galen Stumpf
Sharon Spicer John & Suzanne Suedbeck
Arlene Spiczka Brian & Carol Sullivan
Pat Spiczka Julie &Bob Sullivan
Mary & John Spinks Mary Ellen & Michael Sullivan
LeRoy & Elizabeth Spoden Lee Sundberg
(@reg & Vicki Spofford Richard & Mary Sundberg
Gloria Springer Joan Sundermann
F - Roland & Barh Spychalla John & Mary Surma
GO O d r1 ay Davd & Patica Spya Willam & AmnSurma
Dawn Squillace* Ludvik Z. & Katheryn Svoboda
Stanley Sroga* Rosanna & Mark Svobodny
° W Donna & Leonard Standley Lynne Swalchick
John & Delores Stang Bill & Judy Swanson
. Rick & Margaret Stang Marcia Swanson
Aprll 7, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. Wally & Mary Stang Tom & Helen Swanson
Bernadette Stanley Pat &Tim Swenson
If the event cannot take place outdoors due to inclement weather, Jery & Joy tanton Beverly Sylor
Elizabeth M. Staples James & Beverly Sylvestre

a prayer service will be offered in Sacred Heart Chapel.
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Surma family makes
music together

Sister Elise Saggau

All four members of the Surma family are string
students at St. Francis Music Center. Dad Adam is
learning the violin, together with son, Reid (9). Mom
Rose and son Anton (12) are both learning the cello.
This adventure began three years ago when Anton began
cello lessons. Rose, trying to encourage him, became so
fascinated that she decided to take up the cello herself.
Her husband followed suit with the violin just about the
time Covid began shutting things down. Rose recalls
this shut-down as a “terrible, horrible time,” but realizes
that it had a positive up-side, forcing the family to spend

B 5 rin -~
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a great deal more time tOgCther- BY taking instrument In October of 2022, all three orchestras from St. Francis Music Center
lessons, at first by Zoom, they encouraged one another had the opportunity to play with the Heartland Symphony Orchestra at
and grew together. Little Falls Community High School. It was particularly exciting for the

Surmas as it was the first time they appeared on stage together. Pictured

L . are Adam, Reid, Sean and Rose Surma.
String instructor Amanda Jansen took on the family

for lessons. Eventually, she provided a block of time

for them to come together. As one had a private lesson, the others practiced together. Rose felt especially challenged
because she did not read notes. Gradually, however, she grew in this skill, comparing it to learning a new language that is
translated through instruments. The four made good progress and began communicating enthusiasm to their extended
family. Adam’s sister took up the harmonica and her two children the trumpet and trombone respectively. His mother
applied herself to the keyboard and his brother and sister-in-law chose the violin. This past Christmas, they had a fairly
decent family music group. They find it a lot of fun to make music together. It is paying dividends in a great sense of
accomplishment and has enhanced their family life in a surprising way.

For this to happen, it was essential that these budding musicians have a vital music education. St. Francis Music Center
was just the place. In addition to receiving individual and group instruction, becoming members of the Sonata Orchestra
(beginners) was key to development. At first, Rose was the only adult member. This was difficult, but she was constantly
encouraged by the great respect shown her by the instructors Amanda Jansen and Melissa von Itter and staff, especially
Robyn Gray. Rose recalls with amusement the day a 10-year-old member of the orchestra complimented her on her
progress. He naively reminded her how awful she had played at the beginning!

Rose recognizes how much community is basic to music. She is grateful to the Music Center for gathering many different
peoples of a great variety of ages and backgrounds and brings them together around music. She now promotes music
education among other adults. She realizes that children are more fearless in learning new things and tolerant about
making mistakes, and that adult learners struggle with this. She happily reports that another mother and son have now
joined the music education program.

The Surma family has made significant changes in their home life. They ended up turning their dining room into a
(rather messy) music room. It is perfect for their present needs. (Who needs a dining room anyway?) They are now
enthusiastic proponents of family music education and ideal witnesses to the value of St. Francis Music Center in the
Little Falls community.
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I like donating to the Franciscan Sisters. They are kind
and gentle women, doing the right thing for our world,
addressing current issues in the spirit of Saint Francis of

Assisi and fostering peace. —Anonymous, Cushing, Minn.

Jane Syverson

Helen E. Taffe

(harles Taffe*

Tim & Karen Talberg
Matt & Lora Taliaferro

£d & Diane Tamm

Lucy Tanner

Thomas & Diana Tapelt
AnnaTaylor

Sr. Amy Taylor

Dick & Pat Tedford

Carol Tembreull

Sherry Templin

Audrey Terwey

(athy Tetrault

Alphonse & Irene Theis
Bonita Theis

David & Karen Theis
Joann Theis

Jerry & Joan Theisen
Linda Theisen

Michelle Then-Day
Daniel & Janelle Thesing
Joyce H. Thielen
Norman &Lila Thielen
Roger & Joan Thielen
Eileen Thom

Sr. Barbara Thomalla, 0SM
Bob & Sheri Thome
Patricia Thome

(larice & Roy Thompson
Dale Thompson

Mary Jane Thompson
Tom Kotval & Jan Thoms
Annette Thorson
Thrivent Choice

Brian & Deborah Thuringer
Mark & Elaine Thyen
Stephen & Mae Tinguely
Timothy & Karen Titus
Donald & Joann Tobin
Arthur & Lee Tobkin
Harvey & Elizabeth Toenies
Duane & Cathy Tollefson
Joseph & Deb Tombers

Patrick & Dee Tomezik

Betty Tomlinson

Mary Alice Tomporowski

Jack & Doris Torborg

Sheila Toney-Rockne

Arturo Torres

Virginia Tostenson

Lawrence Traut

Lorrayne Traut

Kim & Toni Tredinnick

Dorothy Tremba

Mary LouTrevino

Daniel & Cheryl Triplett

Anna Mae Trobec

Joanne Tromiczak-Neid

William Tronsen

Michael & JoAnna Vernetti
Troppy

LeRoy & Beverly Troske

Jim & Mary Trutwin

Richard & Delphine Trutwin

Richard & Karen Trutwin

Karen Tschida

Judy Tschumperlin

David & Mary Twomey

Stanley & Janice Tyrrell

Mary Uhthorn

Fred & Lynn Underhill
Rev. Patrick Universal
(harles & Debra Uphoff
Gregory Uselman
Dolores Utecht

Gretchen & Carl Valdez
Mike Vales

Peggy Valley

Dave & Karen Van Heel
Rev. Michael Van Sloun
Thomas & Joan Van Sloun
Karen A. Van Slyke

Earl & Margaret VanBerkom
Connie VanBlaricom
Susan Vanderlip

George & Josephine Vania
Max Vasilatos

Julia Brown & Jorge Vazquez
Mary &Rich Vet

Gene Velaski

John & Corinne Vener
Geraldine Verhaagh
Robert Verkuilen

Bernard & Marlene Vetsch
John &Theresa Victory
Michael W. & Joan Vievering
Judith M. & Roger Vimig
Joan &Tom Vitro

Teresa Vioge

Estate of Rev. Arthur Vogel
DonnaVoght

Frank & Mary Voigt
Joseph & Renate Voigt
Sandy Voigt

Thomas & Anne Vollrath
Karen Vonderheide

Diane & David Vos

(raig & Rosanne Vioss
Joseph & Susan* Voss
Henry Vuong

Wabash National Corporation
Tom & Jane Wageman
Jean & Paul Wagener
Jack &Darlene Wagner
Lorraine Van Hale Wagner
Richard & Roxanne Wagner
Francis & Char Wald
LuElla Wald

Margaret Wald*

Wayne Waletich

Prince & Sandra Wallace
Colleen Waller

Ellen M. & Steve Wallgren
Allen & Elaine Walter
Nancy Walther

James & Gayle Walz
LeoWalz

Jeanette Wander

Dianne & Grant Ward
Lillian & Clarence Warner
Alvin & Kay Warzecha
Patricia Warzecha

Phyllis Warzecha

David & Ivetta Watercott
Delores Watercott

Jerome & Anke Watercott
Lillian & Jim Wawra

Herb Webb

Joann Weber

Chad N. & Pat Weber

Mary F. Weber

Ron & Mary Weber

Russell Portele & Pamela Weber
Al Weber*

Grace Weidner*

Phyllis Weigel

(athy Weik

Stanley & Deborah Weinberger
(arol Weis

Marvin R. & Trudi Weiss
Brian & Carol Weix

Tim Welch

Cori J. Welle

John & JoAnn Welle

Judy Rose & Judi Welle
Marg France & Barbara Weller
Michael & Mary Anne Welsh
Bernice Welters*

William & Regina Weniger
Robert & Dione Wenner
Janet & Tim Wensman
Susan Wentland

Rev. Timothy Wenzel
Stephen Wenzel

Carol Rinkenberger Westhoff
Ron Westmiller

John & Carol Weyandt
Robert Weyandt

Ruth Weyandt

Joan Weyer

Molly Weyrens

Robert & Penny White
Lloyd & Kathy Whittaker
Bonnie & Ed Whitting
Isabelle Wickler

Linda & Gary Wieber

Mary Jo Wieber

Ben & Sarah Wiechman
Mark & Beverly Wiechman
Tom & Joanne Wiechmann
(hristopher & Katie Wieland
Leona Wieland

Dolores L. & Stan Wielinski
Jim & Carol Wielinski

Donating to the Franciscan Sisters

Please, feel free to express any wishes you may have for your gift. However, be advised that
in order to ensure that donors will be entitled to a federal income tax deduction, Franciscan

Shirley Wielinski

Antoinette Wiener

Gerald & Pam Wiener

Rev. Stanley Wieser

Bonnie Wiesmueller

Laura Wildman

Wilger, Inc,, Lexington, TN

Rev. Mark Willenbring

Gilbert Williams

Marlene Williams

Mary J. Williams

Mary Lou Williams

Philip & Lois Williams

Roxanne & Bill Wilson

William Wimmer

William J. Wimmer

A. (. Winter

Otto C. Winzen Charitable Trust

Loretta Wippler

John ). & Sarah G. Woeste

Donald & Mary Woida

Dick Wojciechowski

Michael & Nancy Wojciechowski

Bonnie Wold

Mary Wood

Woodbury Construction,
(osta Mesa, CA

Wendy Worner

David & Lynda Wosmek

Bruce Wright

Jerry & Mary Kaye Wright

Viiola Wuebkers

Thomas & Judy Wyne

Lorelie Yager

JeriYaggie

Mike & Yvonne E. Yapuncich
Matthew & Barbara Yelle
Joan & Paul Yenter
AnnYoerg

Jerry & Paulette Yorek
Robert & Bridget Yorek
Angela Young
Michaelina Young

Molly Young

Russell & Martha Young
Tom & Shirley Young
William & Jody Young

Gary E. & Linda Zachman
Leon & Judith Zachman
Linda Zachman

Ron & Barb Zachman

Vlerena Zachman

Ronald & Marjorie Zakrzewski
Judi &Bill Zangs

Tim & Kelley Zangs

Mark & Sherry Zawacki
Robert Amdorfer & Mary Zeiher
Victor & Verna Zeiher

Robert & Diane Zelenak

Rev. Tom Zelinski

William & Lois Zemke

Rita & James Zenner

Theresa Zenner

Art & Marilyn Zenzen

Ron Zenzen

Virginia Zeta

Barbara & Jerry Ziliak

Marcy Zilkoski

Richard & Linda Zimmer

(en Zimmerman

Joseph Zimmerman

Les & Beth Zimmerman

Ralph Zimmermann

Richard & Carol Zirbes Sobiech
Donna Zniewski

LaDonna Zobava

Jerry & Jean Zondlo

Tim Zwack

Margaret Zweifel

In-Kind
Gifts

Larry & Lynn Anderson
Tex & Carol Bloch
Richard Carlson

Richard & Louise Eltgroth
Mary Greene

Gary & Jo Hennen

Jerry & Charlene Jelinski
Roman & Mary Kulzer
Kevin & Janet Lahr
Richard & Pat Schilling
Ed & Diane Tamm

Fr. Tony Kroll

Fr. David Maciej

Alison Swoboda

Taft Law Firm

Sisters of Little Falls, Minnesota (FSLF), is required by Internal Revenue Service rulings to
retain full authority over the assets granted to it and cannot accept gifts that are required by
the donor to be paid, or to be used, only to further the work of a specific individual or that are
required to be used in another country by FSLF or a foreign charity or religious institute.
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Mardi Gras 2023 was a celebration of the great work Catholic Charities does in Central
Minnesota. We even met Bishop Patrick Neary and learned he is very fond of Franciscans!
“Our community looks forward to sharing ministry with him and inviting him to Little
Falls. We pledge our support, collaboration and prayers. Welcome to the St. Cloud
Diocese!” Sister Carol Schmit. Pictured: Sisters Mary Pat Burger, Carol Schmit, Bishop
Patrick Neary, Liz Rydeen, Sisters Bernice Rieland, Cordy Korkowski.




