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Preface

Kontakte continues to offer a truly communicative approach that supports 
functional proficiency, supported by the full suite of digital tools available in 
Connect. This proven introductory German program maintains its 
commitment to meaningful communicative practice as well as extensive 
coverage of the 5 C’s and the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012. Now in its 
eighth edition, Kontakte has greatly expanded its digital offering: Connect 
now contains the full scope of activities originating from both the white and 
blue pages of the student text and the Workbook / Laboratory Manual 
(Arbeitsbuch). Furthermore, the digital program now offers LearnSmart®, an 
adaptive learning program that helps students learn grammar and vocabulary 
more efficiently by tailoring the experience to individual student needs.

Communication in Meaningful Contexts
Throughout the Kontakte program, students have the opportunity to 
communicate in German in meaningful ways. Students read and listen to 
comprehensible German and are provided with ample opportunities to use it 
in interview, information-gap, role-play, autograph, writing, and other 
personalized activities that are theme-based, not grammar-driven. The video 
segments—Perspektiven and Interviews—were filmed specifically for 
Kontakte and feature interviews with a variety of speakers that allow 
students to hear authentic German in context. They provide models for 
talking about topics using authentic language, guiding students to 
communicate with one another.

In Connect students can also take advantage of the synchronous and 
asynchronous chat tools to communicate with their classmates online. For 
example, each chapter includes one Rollenspiel chat activity adapted from 
the role-plays in the text. After completing pre-listening tasks, students listen 
to a model role-play, then connect online to role-play with another student in 
real time. The Interviews and Umfragen activities have also been adapted to 
online formats, using the chat tools.

 xv
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A Solid Theoretical Foundation
Firmly grounded in second-language acquisition research, Kontakte also 
supports the National Standards as outlined in the Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning in the 21st Century. As presented in the Standards, the 
five C’s—Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and 
Communities—provide a framework for what students should know and be 
able to do as a result of their language study.

The five C’s are present in countless ways throughout the program, 
particularly in the wealth of communicative activities, as mentioned above, 
and in the cultural content. Cultural readings called Kultur … Landeskunde … 
Informationen develop themes such as geography, history, and society and 
present various perspectives on the cultures of the German-speaking world. 

Musikszene and Filmclip features highlight contributions in German-language 
music and film. In addition, the Kontakte video program provides a rich 
source of authentic language and culture that holds students’ interest and 
draws them into interactions and discussion.

In addition to communicative practice and cultural exposure, students are 
encouraged to explore connections by linking their study of German with 
their own lives and other subjects of study, to make comparisons between 
their world and that of German-speaking people, and to learn about real-
world German-speaking communities. They are given direct access to the 
German-speaking world through the post-reading Nach dem Lesen sections 
which engage students in activities where they expand the scope of the 
subject matter or topic to the real-world level. In several Filmlektüren, 
students complete Internet research on topics related to German cinema. 
All of these activities as well as the Kontakte video are available in Connect.

Kontakte also integrates several modes of language, as described in the 
ACTFL Proficiency Descriptors. The activities, exercises, and tasks offer 
students a wide variety of opportunities for communication and interaction in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes. For example, the many 
interviews in Kontakte require students to negotiate meaning and therefore 
reinforce the interpersonal mode of communication. The diversity of 

Situation 13 Informationsspiel: Was machen sie, wenn …?
modell: s2: Was macht Renate, wenn sie traurig ist?
 s1: Sie ruft ihre Freundin an.
 s2: Was machst du, wenn du traurig bist?
 s1: Ich gehe ins Bett.

  Renate Ernst
mein(e) 

Partner(in)
 1. traurig ist/bist ruft ihre Freundin an  

 2. müde ist/bist schläft  

 3. in Eile ist/bist ist nie in Eile  

 4. wütend ist/bist wirft mit Tellern  

 5. krank ist/bist isst Hühnersuppe  

 6. glücklich ist/bist lädt Freunde ein  

 7. Hunger hat/hast isst einen Apfel schreit laut „Hunger!“  

 8. Langeweile hat/hast  

 9. Durst hat/hast trinkt Mineralwasser  

 10. Angst hat/hast läuft zu Mama  

kultur … landeskunde … informationen

chatiquette: sternchen, abkürzungen und akronyme
Wenn es schnell gehen muss, verwenden1 viele Leute  
im Chat, bei WhatsApp oder SMS besondere Formen der  
Kommunikation. Sie machen das Chatleben leichter. Viele  
sind lustig oder ironisch gemeint und ein fester Bestandteil2 
der Chatkultur. Sternchen3 drücken Emotion oder Tätigkeit  
aus und es gibt viele Akronyme auf Englisch, aber auch  
auf Deutsch.

Können Sie folgende Akronyme auf Deutsch erkennen? 
Ordnen Sie die Akronyme den Aussagen zu.

 1. *g* a. kein Kommentar
 2. *fg* b. grinsen
 3. *momtel* c. Moment, ich telefoniere gerade
 4. *knuddel* d. liebe Grüße
 5. LG e. hab dich lieb
 6. kk f. ich knuddel/drück dich
 7. N8 g. frech/fies grinsen
 8. omg h. Nacht / Gute Nacht
 9. HDL i. hab dich ganz doll lieb
 10. HDGDL j. oh mein Gott

grinsen to grin

knuddeln to cuddle

doll very (colloquial   )

hab dich lieb (I) love you

drücken to hug

das Unverständnis incomprehension

zeigen to show

frech impudently

fies meanly

Miniwörterbuch

© Gerhilde Skoberne/Corbis RF
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readings, whether literary, cultural, or encyclopedic, requires students to 
interpret information within context and apply it to new contexts.

Tools for Digital Success: Connect, 
LearnSmart®, and Insight
McGraw-Hill’s digital teaching and learning environment allows students to 
engage in their course material via the devices they use every day. In 
Connect, students have full access to the digitally enhanced eBook, the 
online Workbook / Laboratory Manual activities, LearnSmart®, and all of the 
accompanying audio and video resources, giving them the ability to interact 
with the materials (and one other) as often as they wish. For instructors, it’s 
never been easier to build and maintain a course, accessing and evaluating 
student performance along the way.

LearnSmart®: An Adaptive Teaching and Learning 
Experience
McGraw-Hill’s LearnSmart®, an exciting addition to the eighth edition of 
Kontakte, provides each student with a personalized and adaptive learning 
experience based on individual needs. Based on the latest research, each of 
the vocabulary items has been thoughtfully selected from a list of high-
frequency words, guaranteeing that students will practice the words they 
need to become successful readers and speakers of German. As each 
student works through a series of probes that reinforce the vocabulary and 
grammar presented in each chapter, LearnSmart® identifies gaps in 
knowledge, continuously adapting to focus on those areas where the student 
needs the most help. Each student learns and masters core vocabulary and 
grammar at his or her own pace and comes to class better prepared to 
communicate in the target language.

Connect provides the instructor with both the ability and flexibility to pull from 
the robust set of content available in the platform and craft a unique learning 
path based on the goals of the course. LearnSmart® provides powerful reports 
to view student progress by module and detail with completion breakdown, 
along with class performance data, frequency of missed questions, and a view 
into the most challenging learning objectives. Metacognitive reports allow 
instructors to view statistics on how knowledgeable their students are about 
their own comprehension and learning.
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Whether in a face-to-face, hybrid, or fully online course, LearnSmart® is the 
only integrated learning system that empowers students by continuously 
adapting to deliver precisely what they need, when they need it, and how 
they need it, to make class time more engaging and effective.

Connect: Leveraging the Best in Learning Science
The digital tools available in the Connect platform facilitate student progress by 
providing extensive opportunities to practice and hone their developing skills. 
These include online communicative activities, instant feedback, peer-editing 
writing tools, sophisticated reporting, and a complete eBook with embedded 
audio and video. The Kontakte program also provides online tools to reduce 
the amount of time and energy that instructors need to invest in building and 
maintaining their courses. In the Assignment Builder, instructors can sort and 
assign activities based on parameters such as skill, grammar structure, 
vocabulary theme, activity type, the 5 C’s, and much more.

Connect Insight: Tracking Student Progress with Precision
The first and only analytics tool of its kind, Connect Insight is a series of visual 
data displays—each framed by an intuitive question—to provide at-a-glance 
information about your class’s progress. Connect Insight provides analysis on 
five key insights, available at a moment’s notice from your Connect course.
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Program Components
For Instructors and Students
• Student Edition: Full-color textbook with activities, grammar explanations 

and exercises, and helpful appendices. Available in print and as a digital 
eBook with embedded audio and video in Connect.

• Workbook / Laboratory Manual (Arbeitsbuch): This combined workbook /  
laboratory manual contains both acquisition activities and practice 
exercises for use outside the classroom. The Answer Key at the end of 
the print Workbook / Laboratory Manual allows students to correct many 
of the activities themselves. The Workbook / Laboratory Manual activities 
and the related audio recordings are also accessible in Connect.

• Textbook Audio Program: This audio program contains selected 
dialogues, listening comprehension passages, cultural readings, poems, 
and a fairy tale from the text. These recordings are signaled by a 
headphones icon next to relevant activities and have been embedded in 
the eBook. The audio files are available in Connect as well as on the 
Online Learning Center at www.mhhe.com/kontakte8.

• Workbook / Laboratory Manual Audio Program: This robust program 
contains pronunciation practice and listening comprehension texts, 
recorded dialogues, narratives, and other oral texts. As in the seventh 
edition, the audio is accessed directly in the online Workbook / Laboratory 
Manual in Connect.

• Video Program: The Kontakte video program, consisting of the Perspektiven 
and Interviews segments, may be accessed in the eBook and within 
Connect. The Kontakte DVD is also available free of charge to instructors.

For Instructors
• Annotated Instructor’s Edition: The print textbook contains margin notes 

and annotations with suggestions for using and expanding most of the 
Situationen in the program. It also offers the scripts for Bildgeschichte 
narratives; scripts for all materials in the Textbook Audio Program; 
additional cultural information; teaching hints for using readings, photos, 
and realia; and tips on teaching selected grammar points.

• Online Instructor Resources: In addition to the printed Instructor’s  
Edition, there are also many instructor resources available online within 
Connect in the Instructor’s Resources section in the Library tab:
■ Instructor’s Manual: The Instructor’s Manual provides a guided  

walk-through of a typical chapter, information on language teaching 
theory and practice, and hints and practical guidance for instructors.

■ Testing Program with Audio: This program offers a variety of test 
components emphasizing pronunciation, listening, speaking, reading, 
writing, vocabulary, grammar, and culture. For the eighth edition, a second 
version of each chapter test has been developed. Available in pdf format, 
as a Word document, and now as online tests with audio in Connect, this 
program provides you with the flexibility to electronically modify or adapt 
the tests to suit the particular needs of your class. For users of the print 
tests, the listening comprehension passages are available in the 
Instructor’s Resources section in the Library tab in Connect.

■ Audioscript: This is a transcript of all the material recorded for the 
Workbook / Laboratory Manual.

■ Vocabulary Display PowerPoints™: A set of color images of the  
all-new line art from the text for presentation of vocabulary, review,  
and class activities.
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New to This Edition
• Connect for Kontakte now includes the full offering of activities from the 

Student Edition and Workbook / Laboratory Manual, a significant 
expansion of the previous edition’s offering of grammar activities (blue 
pages only).

• LearnSmart® is now available with the eighth edition of Kontakte, 
including grammar and vocabulary modules that mirror and support the 
scope and sequence as well as the methodology of the text. Based on 
extensive research, high-frequency vocabulary is strategically woven into 
both vocabulary and grammar modules, exposing students to language 
most commonly spoken, read, and written by contemporary German 
speakers.

• The line art in the student textbook is completely new and now matches 
the new art created for the seventh edition Workbook / Laboratory 
Manual. Some characters have also been revised to introduce more 
diversity, including a variety of ethnicities and blended families.

• Online Testing in Connect: The testing program has been expanded to 
include a second test for every chapter. In the eighth edition, the tests 
may now be administered completely online to provide maximum 
flexibility for hybrid and online classes. The vocabulary displays and  
end-of-chapter vocabulary have been carefully analyzed using a digital 
program and high frequency-vocabulary lists. As a result, they have been 
revised to ensure that students are learning the essential vocabulary they 
need to communicate orally and in writing.

• Lektüren: This same digital analysis has been applied to the readings, 
both existing and new. Based on this research, the useful vocabulary lists 
have been reworked to emphasize the key words that appear over and 
over in authentic texts such as newspapers, magazine articles, and 
literature. Several readings and supporting activities have been reworked 
and replaced, in alignment with the most current ACTFL guidelines on 
reading. New readings in this edition include: „Vater im Baum“, „Stichwort 
Fabel“, „Die gebratene Ameise“, „Montagmorgengeschichte“, and the film 
reading „Vincent will Meer“.

• Kultur ... Landeskunde ... Informationen: Several  
of these culture readings have been revised or 
replaced to expand reading practice, as well  
as to increase cultural fluency. These topics now 
place less emphasis on everyday culture and  
more on the history, geography, and politics of 
German-speaking societies. New topics include 
„Chatiquette“, „Deutsch und Englisch als 
germanische Sprachen“, „Brot“, „Die Gebrüder 
Grimm“, „Universitätsstadt Göttingen“, and 
„Geschichte der Psychiatrie“.

• A new vocabulary topic entitled Politik is now 
introduced in Kapitel 12, replacing the previous 
topic of Familie, Ehe, Partnerschaft.© Tom Merton/Getty Images RF
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To the Student

Getting to Know the Characters
The people you will read and talk about in Kontakte appear in activities and 
exercises throughout the book. Some are American students, and others are 
from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. First, there is a group of students 
learning German at the University of California at Berkeley. Although they all 
have different majors, they are all in Professor Karin Schulz’s German class. 
You will meet eight students in the class: Steve (Stefan), Heidi, Al (Albert), 
Nora, Monique (Monika), Peter, Kathy (Katrin), and Thomas. Each uses the 
German version of his or her name.

Peter Heidi Professor 
Karin Schulz

Monika

Albert Stefan Thomas Katrin

In Göttingen, Germany, you will meet Silvia Mertens and her boyfriend, 
Jürgen Baumann. You will also get to know Rolf Schmitz. He studies 
psychology in the United States, but spends a lot of time in Göttingen, where 
his mother lives. Rolf’s father, Johannes Schmitz, and stepmother, Aydan 
Candemir, live near Düsseldorf, Germany. Johannes and Aydan have twin 
daughters named Eske and Damla.

Silvia Jürgen Rolf

Johannes  
Schmitz

Nora

Aydan  
Candemir

Eske Damla
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You will also accompany an American student, Claire Martin, on her travels. 
Her best friends are Josef Bergmann and Melanie Staiger from Regensburg. 
In Berlin, you will meet Renate Röder and Mehmet Sengün.

In Dresden, you will meet Sofie Pracht, her friend Willi Schuster, and their 
friend Nesrin Durani, originally from Afghanistan.

In Munich, you will meet the Wagners and the Rufs. Josie and Uli Wagner 
have three children: Ernst, Andrea, and Paula. The children’s cousin Jens 
often comes to visit. The Wagners’ neighbors are the Rufs: Jochen Ruf, a 
writer and stay-at-home dad, and Margret, a businesswoman. They have two 
children: Jutta and Hans.

Claire Josef Melanie Renate Mehmet

Sofie Willi Nesrin

die Familie Wagner

Andrea JensJosie 
Paula

Uli Ernst

die Familie Ruf

Hans JuttaMargret Jochen

xxiv  TO THE STUDENT

tsc07425_fm_i-xxvii.indd   24 11/26/15   8:07 PM



There are others in the neighborhood as well, such as Herr Günter Thelen 
and Herr Alexander Siebert, Frau Sybille Gretter, Frau Judith Körner, Maria 
Schneider, and her boyfriend Michael Pusch. In Austria, you will get to know 
Richard Augenthaler, who is 18 and has just graduated from high school.

In Switzerland, you will meet Kobe Okonkwo, his wife Veronika Frisch-
Okonkwo, and their three children Lydia, Sumita and Yamina.

Maria

Sumita Veronika Kobe Lydia Yamina

die Familie Okonkwo

We hope you will enjoy meeting these characters and learning more about 
their personalities, their daily lives, and the German-speaking regions they 
are from. Enjoy learning German and working with Kontakte!

Herr Günter 
Thelen

Frau Judith 
Körner

Herr Alexander 
Siebert

Frau Sybille 
Gretter

Michael Richard
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