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Driver License 

Requirements 



Objectives 
• Identify the change in DMV policy 

regarding firefighter licensing. 
• Differentiate the various driver license 

types. 
• Examine your license for:  

– Expiration date 
– Proper class  
– Proper endorsement(s)  
– Proper restriction(s) 

• Submit required medical documentation 
(DL 546/DL 51) every 2 years. 
 



• Several regulatory agencies govern our driver 
license requirements. 

• In essence, these agencies state that no 
person shall operate firefighting equipment 
unless the person has a valid driver license for 
that class of vehicle. 

• Driver licenses shall be verified and validated 
by the employer. 

• Drivers shall maintain proper restrictions, 
endorsements and medical documentation. 
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Effective 2011, the California Department of Motor Vehicles stopped 
issuing “Restricted” driver licenses.  Department personnel obtaining 
a license for the first time or renewing a restricted license will have 
the following options: 
• Class C license with firefighter endorsement (Restriction 50) 
• Class B commercial license (various endorsements/restrictions required) 
• Class A commercial license (various endorsement/restrictions required) 

 
All of these licenses require personnel to maintain proper medical 
records on file and carry a firefighter endorsement card. 
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The minimum license for firefighter series personnel is a Class C 
license with a firefighter endorsement (Restriction 50).   



The firefighter endorsement allows 
personnel to most drive 
firefighting apparatus, including 
those exceeding 26,001 lbs GVW . 



The Class C license with 
firefighter endorsement 
requires that a Health 
Questionnaire be on file.  Health 
Questionnaires DO NOT require 
a physician’s signature and 
must be renewed every 2 years. 
 
Take completed questionnaires 
to your local DMV office or mail 
to the address below.  

Department of Motor Vehicles 
CDL Unit, G204 
P.O. Box 944278 
Sacramento, CA. 94244-2780 



Commercial 
Licenses 
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Alternatively, Department members may carry a Class B commercial 
driver license with the following conditions: 
• Endorsement N (Tank & Airbrakes) 
• Restriction 50 (Firefighter endorsement) 
• This license requires a physician to complete a DL-51 every 2 years. 
• *Note: a hazardous materials endorsement is no longer required. 

COMMERICAL 

N 



Specialized Vehicles 



Air and Wildland 

Crew Carriers 
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Department members who will be driving Crew Carriers (post or non-
post) are required to maintain a Class B license with the following: 
• Endorsement N (Tank & Airbrakes) 
• Endorsement P (Passenger) 
• Restriction 50 (Firefighter Endorsement) 
• Restriction 75 (11-15 Passengers) 

COMMERICAL 

N P 



Tractor Trailer Vehicles 
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Department members who will be driving tractor trailer vehicles* 
(post or non-post) are required to maintain a Class A license with the 
following: 
• Endorsement N (Tank & Airbrakes) 
• Restriction 50 (Firefighter Endorsement) 
• *This does not apply to tractor drawn aerial (tiller) apparatus. 

COMMERICAL 

N  



Class A & B licenses requires a 
Medical Examination Report, 
signed by a physician, to be on 
file.  Medical Examination Reports 
must be renewed every 2 years. 
 
If the clinic or doctor does not 
send your DL-51 to DMV, mail the 
completed form to the address 
below.  Retain a copy of the report 
for 15 days to assure the Medical 
Examination Report has been 
entered into the system. 

Department of Motor Vehicles 
CDL Unit, G204 
P.O. Box 944278 
Sacramento, CA. 94244-2780 



If you currently have 
a Medical Examiner’s 
Certificate, continue 
to carry it until it 
expires.   
 
Effective January 1, 
2014, once you renew 
your DL 51, you will 
no longer be required 
to carry the “green 
card”. 
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Firefighter Endorsement Card 

Department firefighter 
series employees, 
regardless of license 
type, shall carry a 
Firefigther Endorsement 
card with their license at 
all times. 



It is highly recommended that you contact the 
Driver/Operator Coordinator prior to making any 
DMV appointment that involves a change in driver 
license status.  The Driver/Operator Coordinator 
can also be contacted for other DMV related issues.   
 
Training Services Section, LAO.  (323)-881-2436. 
  



Director of Training 
Battalion Chief Patrick Errett 

LACoFD Training Services Section 
(323) 881-2436 


