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ABSTRACT

Prostaglandin D synthase (PGDS) activity was detected in hu-
man seminal plasma (0.05-1.83 nmol/min per milligram pro-
tein). The enzyme was purified from human seminal plasma by
immunoaffinity chromatography and found to be 27 kDa in size
and N-glycosylated, similar to PGDS in the cerebrospinal fluid.
The N-terminal amino acid sequence of 16 residues of the sem-
inal enzyme, APEAQVSVQPNFQQDK, was identical to that of
the cerebrospinal fluid PGDS. Although PGDS activity and the
content determined by the immunoassay each highly varied in
the seminal plasma, the concentration was significantly (p <
0.001) lower in the oligozoospermic group (2.47 - 0.51 Ig/ml)
than in the normozoospermic group (9.75 1.49 ixg/ml). Pros-
taglandin (PG) D2 was detected in the seminal plasma (5.00 
0.65 ng/ml) with a positive correlation to the PGDS concentra-
tion (p < 0.05). PGD 2 was converted to the series of PGs in
the seminal plasma with a half-life of 6.5 h. Northern blot anal-
ysis revealed that mRNA for PGDS was expressed in the testis,
prostate, and epididymis. Through immunohistochemistry, PGDS
was localized in Leydig cells of the testis and in epithelial cells
of the prostate and ductus epididymidis.

INTRODUCTION

Seminal plasma contains a large variety of chemical
components: enzymes, hormones, and inorganic compo-
nents [1-3]. Prostaglandins (PGs) are among the seminal
plasma constituents. Although intense research efforts have
been focused on PGs in the male reproductive tract, the
relationships between seminal PGs and human fertility are
still unknown. Many researchers have studied PGE2 and
PGF 2 in the seminal plasma, whereas only a few studies
have been reported on PGD 2. PGD 2 is actively produced in
various organs [4] and has marked effects on a number of
biological processes, including platelet aggregation [5], and
relaxation of vascular and nonvascular smooth muscle
[6, 7].
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Three distinct enzymes have been characterized as pros-
taglandin D synthase (PGDS): 1) glutathione (GSH)-inde-
pendent PGDS, which is a brain-type PGDS [8, 9]; 2) GSH-
requiring PGDS, a spleen-type PGDS [10, 11]; and 3) GSH
S-transferase [12]. GSH-independent PGDS is localized in
the rat brain, spinal cord [4], cochlea [13], retina [14], and
epididymis [4], whereas GSH-requiring PGDS is widely
distributed in peripheral tissues of rats including spleen,
thymus, bone marrow, and digestive tract [4]. Although
several isozymes of GSH S-transferase contribute to the
production of PGD2 in homogenates of the liver and testis
[12], their physiological contribution to this production re-
mains unclear.

The cDNAs and genes for the rat and human GSH-in-
dependent PGDS enzymes have been isolated [15-18].
Through a homology search in databases of protein primary
structure, the enzyme was demonstrated to be a member of
the lipocalin superfamily, a group of proteins comprising a
variety of secretory proteins that bind and transport small
lipophilic molecules [19]. GSH-independent PGDS is the
only enzyme among the proteins encoded by this gene fam-
ily and is termed lipocalin-type PGDS. The lipocalin-type
PGDS is also secreted into the extracellular space, similarly
to other lipocalins; i.e., the major protein constituent of
human cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), classically termed -
trace, is identical to lipocalin-type PGDS [20-22]. -Trace
was originally discovered by immunoelectrophoresis as a
protein specific to human CSF [23]. The -trace-like im-
munoreactive protein was later detected in various other
human body fluids, e.g., the serum, urine, and ascites, and
also in the seminal plasma [24-26]. However, the previous
studies were semiquantitative owing to the lack of knowl-
edge on the enzymic and protein properties of lipocalin-
type PGDS.

In this study, we purified and characterized the lipocalin-
type PGDS in human seminal plasma and determined the
seminal plasma concentrations of the enzyme and PGD 2.
We also determined the metabolism of PGD 2 in the seminal
plasma and the tissue distribution and cellular localization
of the enzyme in human male genital organs.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Samples

Semen samples were collected by masturbation after 4
days of abstinence from 51 males of infertile couples who
had come to Osaka University Medical School for treat-
ment of infertility. Semen samples were analyzed for the
following parameters: semen volume, sperm concentration,
total sperm count, motility, and morphology. Liquefied

600

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/biolreprod/article/58/2/600/2761262 by guest on 19 April 2024



PROSTAGLANDIN D SYNTHASE IN MALE GENITAL ORGANS

samples were centrifuged at 1000 x g for 10 min, and the
supernatants were recentrifuged at 10 000 x g for 15 min
to remove any cellular elements and debris. After centrif-
ugation, the clear seminal plasma was collected and stored
at -80°C until used. Human testis, epididymis, and prostate
specimens were obtained by autopsy from individuals with-
out known diseases of these organs. Informed consent was
obtained from all patients in this study.

Enzyme Assays

The PGDS activity was measured by incubation of hu-
man seminal plasma at 25C for 1 min with [1-14 C]PGH 2
(final concentration, 40 M) in 50 p.1 of 0.1 M Tris-HCl
(pH 8.0) in the presence of 1 mM dithiothreitol (DTT) as
reported previously [9]. The reaction was stopped by ad-
dition of 5 vol of diethyl ether:methanol:l M citric acid
(30:4:1). The substrate and products were extracted to be
recovered in the ether layer and applied to a silica gel plate
(Whatman, Clifton, NJ). Thin-layer chromatography (TLC)
was conducted at -20 0 C with a solvent system of diethyl
ether:methanol:acetic acid (90:2:1). The radioactivity on the
plate was visualized and counted with BAS-2000 (Fuji film,
Tokyo, Japan). The dose-dependent conversion of PGH2 to
PGD2 was then calculated. [1-14C]PGH2 was prepared from
[1-14 C]arachidonic acid (2.20 GBq/mmol; DuPont NEN,
Boston, MA) [9]. Protein concentration was determined by
the method of Lowry et al. [27] as modified by Bensadoun
and Weinstein [28].

Sandwich ELISA

The PGDS content was determined by the sandwich
ELISA assay with two mouse monoclonal antibodies
(mAbs), 1B7 and 7F5, against human lipocalin-type PGDS.
These mAbs were prepared as previously described [29].
The enzyme purified from human CSF [22] was used as
the standard. The PGD2 concentration was measured by the
PGD2 MOX EIA kit (Cayman Chemical, Ann Arbor, MI)
after derivatization of PGD 2 to PGD 2 methoxime.

Degradation of PGD2 in Seminal Plasma

[1-14 C]PGD2 was prepared from [1- 14C]PGH 2 by incu-
bation with recombinant PGDS [30]. Seminal plasma (45
,l1) was incubated with 30 p.M of [1-' 4 C]PGD 2 in a total
volume of 50 l1 of 0.1 M Tris-HCI (pH 8.0) at 370 C for 1,
2, and 12 h. After the incubation, the mixture was acidified
with 0.1 N HC1 and extracted with diethyl ether. The extract
was evaporated to dryness and then applied on a silica gel
plate. TLC was conducted with a solvent system of ben-
zene:ethyl-acetate:acetic acid (50:50:2). A half-life (t1/2) of
PGD2 was calculated after the radioactivity on the plate was
counted with BAS-2000. Authentic PGD2 , PGJ2, [A2]PGJ 2,
and 15-deoxy-[A1 2 ,14]PGJ 2 (Cayman Chemical) were ap-
plied as markers and visualized by exposure to iodine va-
por.

Western Blot Analysis

Seminal plasma (5 1) was electrophoresed on a 14%
SDS-polyacrylamide gel and transferred to a nitrocellulose
membrane (0.45 ixm; Schleicher and Schuell, Dassel, Ger-
many). The membrane was incubated with 5% dried milk
protein followed by anti-human lipocalin-type PGDS mAb
1B7 or 7F5 (1 pxg/ml). The PGDS immunoreactivity was
visualized with an ECL Western blotting analysis system

(Amersham, Aylesbury, UK) operated according to the
manufacturer's instructions.

Purification of Human Seminal Plasma PGDS

The mAb 1B7-conjugated immunoaffinity resin was pre-
pared with an Affi-Gel Hz immunoaffinity kit (Bio-Rad
Laboratories, Hercules, CA). Seminal plasma (1 ml) was
diluted 7-fold in PBS and applied to the immunoaffinity
column (1-ml bed). The column was washed sequentially
with 4 ml of PBS containing 2 M NaCl, 10 ml of PBS
containing 0.1% Triton X, and 5 ml of PBS. After the col-
umn had been washed, PGDS bound to the resin was eluted
with 4 ml of 0.1 M sodium citrate (pH 3.0). The eluate was
concentrated with a Centricon 3 (Amicon, Beverly, MA)
and dialyzed against 50 mM Tris-HCI, pH 8.0.

Liberation of N-Glycans from PGDS

The purified PGDS (5 pLg of protein) was boiled for 5
min in 100 l1 of 0.5 M Tris-HCl (pH 8.0), 0.5% SDS, and
50 mM [-mercaptoethanol. Nonidet P-40 (final concentra-
tion of 1%) and recombinant N-Glycanase [peptide-N4 (N-
acetyl-3-glycosaminyl) asparagine amidase] (1.2 units; Gene-
zyme, Cambridge, MA) were added to the solution. After
incubation at 37C for 12 h, the reaction mixture was used
for Western blot analysis.

Determination of Amino-Terminal Sequence of the
Purified PGDS

The N-terminal amino acid sequence was determined
with a 477A protein sequencer and an on-line 120A PTH
analyzer (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA).

RNA Extraction and Northern Blotting

Total RNA was extracted from the prostate, epididymis,
and testis by the acid guanidium-phenol-chloroform method
[31]. Total RNA (10 ,ug) was electrophoresed on a 1% aga-
rose-2.2 M formaldehyde gel and blotted onto a nylon
membrane (Biodyne A, Pall, NY) in 20-strength SSC (sin-
gle-strength SSC is 0.15 M sodium chloride and 0.015 M
sodium citrate). The membrane was fixed and hybridized
in QuickHyb hybridization solution (Stratagene, La Jolla,
CA) with the cDNAs for human lipocalin-type PGDS (ac-
cession no. M61900 [16]) and ,-actin, which had been la-
beled with [3 2 P]dCTP (DuPont NEN) by the random-primer
method. The membrane was washed with 0.2-strength SSC
containing 0.1% SDS and exposed to Kodak XAR film
(Eastman Kodak, Rochester, NY).

Immunohistochemistry

The tissues obtained from autopsy were embedded in
Tissue-Tek (Miles, Elkhart, IN) and rapidly frozen on dry
ice. The frozen tissues were sectioned in a cryostat (10 pxm
thick) and fixed with acetone for 10 min. The sections were
then treated for 30 min with methanol containing 0.3% hy-
drogen peroxide to eliminate the intrinsic peroxidase activ-
ity. Paraffin sections (10 m thick) were also used in sev-
eral experiments. Immunohistological staining was per-
formed with a Vectastain ABC (avidin-biotin-peroxidase)
kit (Vector Laboratories Inc., Burlingame, CA). The mAb
1B7 (10 pug/ml) was used as the primary antibody. The
primary and second antibodies were incubated for 30 min,
each at room temperature. A mixture of equal volumes of
0.02% hydrogen peroxide and 0.1% diaminobenzidine so-
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FIG. 1. A) PGDS activity in human semi-
nal plasma. The positions of PGH 2, PGD 2,
PGE2, and PGF 2, are indicated on the left.
PGH 2 gradually degraded to a mixture of
PGD 2 and PGE 2 with a molar ratio of 1 to
2 even in the absence of the enzyme
(blank), whereas it was selectively convert-
ed to PGD 2 in the presence of seminal
plasma in a concentration-dependent man-
ner (cases 3, 5, and 15). In case 29, PGH 2
was almost completely converted to PGD 2.
It should be noted that the amounts of
PGE2 and PGF2, formed in the presence of
the plasma were almost the same as those
produced by autodegradation of PGH 2.
The PGDS activity was calculated to be
0.05, 0.08, 0.28, and 1.70 nmol/min per
milligram protein in cases 3, 5, 15, and
29, respectively. B) Requirement of sulfhy-
dryl compounds for the reaction catalyzed
by seminal plasma PGDS. Pooled seminal
plasma was dialyzed to remove endoge-
nous GSH and incubated with PGH 2 in
the presence or absence of 1 mM DTT or
GSH. Values represent the mean + SEM (n
= 3).

lution was used as the color substrate solution. The IgG
fraction obtained from nonimmunized mice was used for
control staining.

Statistical Analysis
All data are presented as means + SEM in the text and

tables, with n representing the number of samples. Be-
tween-group comparisons were performed by Student's t-
test when data were normally distributed, or by the Mann-
Whitney test for nonparametric data. The correlation was
analyzed by simple linear regression. All calculations were
performed with a StatView program (Abacus Concepts,
Berkeley, CA). The null hypothesis was rejected at p <
0.05.

RESULTS
Identification of Lipocalin-Type PGDS in Human Seminal
Plasma

Human seminal plasma exhibited PGDS activity and
converted PGH 2 to PGD 2 in a concentration-dependent

FIG. 2. Western blotting of lipocalin-type PGDS in seminal plasma. The
signal of lipocalin-type PGDS of 27 kDa was detected in all seminal
plasma. The molecular weight of marker proteins (x 10 3) is shown on
the left. The seminal plasma concentration of lipocalin-type PGDS of
these samples was determined by sandwich ELISA to be 4.4, 3.0, 4.8, 2.5,
8.0, 30.0, 10.5, 3.8, and 9.5 pIg/ml for samples 1 to 9, respectively. All
samples were normozoospermic (25 to 130 x 106/ml).

manner. However, the activity varied highly among the
samples and ranged from 0.05 to 1.83 nmol/min per mil-
ligram protein (Fig. 1A). The enzyme in the seminal plasma
required sulfhydryl compounds such as DTT for the activ-
ity, but did not absolutely require GSH for the reaction (Fig.
IB). The catalytic properties were the same as those of
lipocalin-type PGDS and differed from those of GSH-re-
quiring PGDS and GSH-S-transferases (data not shown). In
an immunoblotting test with mAbs 1B7 and 7F5, both of
which are highly specific for human lipocalin-type PGDS
[29], a 27-kDa band was observed in the seminal plasma
at the same position as that of the human CSF enzyme,
although the intensity deviated highly among the seminal
plasma samples (Fig. 2).

We then purified PGDS from the pooled human seminal
plasma using mAb 1B7-conjugated immunoaffinity col-
umn chromatography; the PGDS activity was completely
trapped on the column and recovered into the eluate by
elution with acidic solution at a recovery of > 80% (Table
1). The acidic eluate contained the purified enzyme, which
gave a single band at a position of Mr 27 000 by silver
staining after SDS-PAGE (Fig. 3). The specific activity of
the purified enzyme (1892 nmol/min per milligram pro-
tein) was comparable to that of the enzyme in human CSF
(1000 nmol/min per milligram protein) [22]. The molec-
ular mass of the purified enzyme shifted to about 21 000
after incubation with N-Glycanase (Fig. 3), indicating that
the seminal plasma enzyme was N-glycosylated, similar
to the CSF enzyme. Furthermore, the N-terminal sequence
of seminal plasma PGDS was determined to be
APEAQVSVQPNFQQDK, which is exactly the same as

TABLE 1. Purification of lipocalin-type PGDS from human seminal plas-
ma by mAb 1 B7-conjugated immunoaffinity column chromatography.

Specific
Total activity

activity Total (nmol/min Purifi-
(nmol/ protein per milligram Yield cation

Step min) (mg) protein) (%) (fold)

Pooled seminal plasma 16.4 38.9 0.422 100 1
Purified PGDS 13.2 0.007 1892 80.5 4483
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FIG. 3. A) Purification of lipocalin-type PGDS from human seminal plas-
ma by mAb 1 B7-conjugated immunoaffinity column chromatography. The
flow-through fraction (lane 1), wash fractions obtained with PBS contain-
ing 2 M NaCI (lane 2) and 0.1% Triton X (lane 3), and the acidic eluate
(lane 4) were electrophoresed on a 14% SDS-polyacrylamide gel and
stained with silver. A single band at 27 kDa (arrow) was observed in the
acidic eluate. B) Change in the size of lipocalin-type PGDS purified from
seminal plasma by digestion with N-Glycanase. The lipocalin-type PGDS
purified from human seminal plasma was incubated at 37°C for 12 h in
the absence (lane 1) and the presence (lane 2) of N-Glycanase.

that sequence of the enzyme in the CSF [20-22]. These
results, all taken together, indicate that the enzyme in hu-
man seminal plasma is lipocalin-type PGDS.

The seminal plasma concentration of the lipocalin-type
PGDS was determined by the quantitative sandwich ELISA
carried out with mAbs 1B7 and 7F5. Figure 4 shows a
typical standard curve prepared with lipocalin-type PGDS
purified from the CSF, as well as the dilution curves of the
seminal plasma samples. In all cases, dilution curves of the
samples were parallel to the standard curve. By the ELISA
assay, the seminal plasma concentration of the enzyme was
determined to be 0.3-42 fig/ml. When the correlations of
the seminal plasma concentration of the enzyme with a va-
riety of spermiogram parameters were analyzed, the con-
centration was significantly (p < 0.001) lower in the oli-
gozoospermic group, defined as having a sperm count of
less than 20 106 /ml (2.47 + 0.51 pig/ml, n = 10), than
in the normozoospermic group (9.75 1.49 Rig/ml, n =

qITAL ORGANS

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
PGDS (gg/ml)

FIG. 5. Correlation between lipocalin-type PGDS and PGD2 concentra-
tions in the seminal plasma. The PGDS concentration is plotted on the x-
axis and PGD 2 on the y-axis. PGDS and PGD2 concentrations were de-
termined by ELISA as described in the text. A positive correlation between
the concentration of PGDS and PGD2 in the seminal plasma was ob-
served (y = 0.183 x + 3.297, r = 0.661, p < 0.05, n = 13). Eleven
samples (open circles) and two samples (solid circles) were collected from
normozoospermic and oligozoospermic men, respectively.

41). However, no statistically significant correlation was
found between the lipocalin-type PGDS and other spermio-
gram parameters, such as ejaculation volume of semen and
percentage sperm motility.

Existence and Degradation of PGD2 in Human Seminal
Plasma

We then measured PGD 2 concentration in human semi-
nal plasma and found that this fluid contained PGD2 (5.00
+ 0.65 ng/ml, n = 13). Furthermore, there was a positive
correlation between the concentration of lipocalin-type
PGDS and PGD 2 in the seminal plasma (r = 0.661, p <
0.05, n = 13) (Fig. 5). However, the PGD 2 concentration
was significantly low. We therefore examined the stability
of PGD 2 in human seminal plasma. When PGD 2 was in-
cubated at 37°C with seminal plasma, PGD 2 was degraded
to a mixture of the J series of PGs, such as PGJ 2, [A'2 ]PGJ 2,
and 15-deoxy-[A 2 ,'4]PGJ 2, in a time-dependent manner
(Fig. 6). The t/2 value of PGD2 in seminal plasma was
calculated to be 6.5 h, which was longer than the value in
blood plasma (4.1 h, data not shown) yet much shorter than

0.1 1 10
Lipocalin-type PGDS (ng/well)

FIG. 4. Sandwich ELISA for lipocalin-type PGDS with mAb 1B7 and
mAb 7F5. Symbols represent datum points of a standard curve for lipo-
calin-type PGDS purified from human CSF (open circles) and those of the
dilution curves of seminal plasma obtained from two different persons
(solid circles and triangles). One sample (solid circles) reflected normo-
zoospermia (55 106/ml); the other (triangles), oligozoospermia (15 x
106/ml).

FIG. 6. Conversion of PGD 2 into the J series of PGs in human seminal
plasma was determined by TLC as described in Materials and Methods.
The positions of PGD2, PGJ2, A'2-PGJ2, and 15-deoxy-A'2'4-PGJ2 are in-
dicated on the left. Before the incubation, there were few autodegradation
products. After 12-h incubation with or without the seminal plasma, 80%
and 60% of PGD2 was converted to the J series of PGs, respectively.
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FIG. 7. Northern blot analysis of lipocalin-type PGDS mRNA in human
male genital organs. Total RNAs (10 Ixg) from the prostate (lane 1), epi-
didymis (lane 2), and testis (lane 3) were electrophoresed and hybridized
with 32P-labeled cDNAs for human lipocalin-type PGDS (A) and for P-
actin (B).

that in a saline solution (9.7 h). Before the incubation, there
were minor amounts of autolysis products. After 12 h of
incubation, more than 80% of PGD2 in seminal plasma was
converted to the J series of PGs, mainly to [A12]PGJ 2. These
results indicate that the low level of PGD 2 in seminal plas-
ma was probably due to its conversion to the J series of
PGs in this fluid.

Tissue Distribution and Cellular Localization of Lipocalin-
Type PGDS in Male Reproductive Organs

To investigate the organs that synthesize the lipocalin-
type PGDS and secrete it into the seminal plasma, we de-
termined the distribution profile of mRNA for the enzyme
among several male genital organs. Northern blot analysis
with the cDNA for the enzyme revealed that the mRNA
was highly expressed in the testis and prostate gland and
weakly in the epididymis, in all of which a single transcript
was observed at a position of 0.9 kilobases (Fig. 7).

The cellular localization of lipocalin-type PGDS in those
genital organs was examined by immunoperoxidase stain-
ing with mAb 1B7 (Fig. 8). In the testis, positive staining
was observed on Leydig cells, which were located in the
intertubular spaces among the seminiferous tubules. In the
epididymis, a structure that secretes a part of the seminal
plasma, the ductus epididymidis was positively stained. The
epithelial cells of the secretory elements of the prostate
gland were also positively stained. No staining was ob-
served in those cells when nonimmunized mouse IgG was
used as the primary antibody.

DISCUSSION

In this study, by measurement of enzyme activity (Fig.
1), by Western blot analysis (Fig. 2), and by ELISA (Fig.
4), we demonstrate that lipocalin-type PGDS is present in

human seminal plasma. The seminal fluid and CSF PGDS
are the same [20-22] as judged by the molecular weight
(27 000), N-glycosylation (Fig. 3), N-terminal amino acid
sequence, and immunoreactivities against antibodies mAb
1B7 and 7F5 (Fig. 4).

Seminal plasma has long been known to be the richest
source of PGs since their discovery by von Euler, and the
predominant components of seminal plasma PG are PGE 2
(5.02-94.47 ig/ml), PGF 2, (0.75-2.93 txg/ml), and their
19-hydroxy derivatives, 19-hydroxy PGE 2 (77.28-498.60
jig/ml) and 19-hydroxy PGF2, (2.5-12.46 jig/ml) [32].
Kuno et al. [33] reported that human semen was almost
devoid of PGD2 (< 0.2 ig/ml). Here, we determined the
seminal plasma concentration of PGD2 (5.00 ± 0.65 ng/ml,
n = 13) and found a positive correlation between the con-
centrations of lipocalin-type PGDS and PGD2 in the fluid
(Fig. 5). These data suggest that lipocalin-type PGDS con-
tributes to the production of PGD 2 in the seminal plasma.

However, PGD 2 is not a major prostanoid in seminal
plasma. The concentration is 1000-fold less than those of
PGE 2 and PGF 2 . PGD 2 readily undergoes dehydration in
vitro [34, 35] as well as in vivo [36], being converted to
PGs of the J series, such as PGJ 2, [A' 2 ]PGJ 2, and 15-deoxy-
[A' 2 ,14]PGJ 2, the last of which was recently identified as an
endogenous ligand for peroxisome proliferator-activated re-
ceptor-y and shown to promote adipocyte differentiation
[37, 38]. We also demonstrate that PGD2 is quickly con-
verted to those dehydrated products in human seminal plas-
ma with t1/2 of 6.5 h (Fig. 6). These findings suggest that
the low level of PGD 2 in human seminal plasma could be
due to the rapid metabolism of PGD2 in this fluid.

PGD2 functions as a neuromodulator of several central
actions such as sleep-wake cycles, body temperature, LH
release, and odor responses [39]. It also acts as a negative-
feedback regulator during platelet aggregation [5], produces
relaxation of vascular and nonvascular smooth muscle
[6, 7], and plays a role during immunologic reactions [40-
42]. Rectal infusion of PGD 2 into rats resulted in a reduced
response of T lymphocytes to phytohemagglutinin in vitro
[33]. Antisperm antibodies are often found in the circula-
tion as well as locally within the female reproductive tract
and are implicated in female infertility [43]. Although the
effect of vaginal infusion of PGD 2 has not been investi-
gated, PGD 2 may act locally as an immunosuppressor in
the vagina to reduce the production of antisperm antibodies.

The presence of PGD-sensitive receptors in nonpregnant
human myometrium was indicated by Sanger et al. [44], who
demonstrated the potent relaxant action of the PGD-receptor
agonist BW 245C. The mRNA of the mouse PGD receptor
is expressed in the uterus as well as in the lung and gastro-
intestinal tract [45]. Furthermore, PGD2 reportedly raises the
cAMP level in CHO-J cells, which stably express PGD re-
ceptor, with a 50% effective concentration (EC50) of 6.8 nM
[45]. PGD2 concentration in the seminal plasma (5.0 ng/ml =
14.2 nM) determined in this study is higher than the EC50 of
PGD2 , being sufficient to activate the receptor. Kunz et al.
[46] reported that rapid sperm transport through the female
genital tract was passive and was provided by uterine peri-
stalsis. Since the uterus is a target organ of PGD2, PGD 2 in
the seminal plasma may play an important role in this uterine
peristalsis in cooperation with PGE2 and PGF2., which are
potent uterine contractants.

We show in this study that PGD 2 is readily converted to
the J series of PGs in seminal plasma (Fig. 6). Since the J
series of PGs have been reported to show various biological
activities, such as suppression of tumor growth, antiviral
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FIG. 8. Immunohistochemistry of human
male genital organs with anti-lipocalin-
type PGDS antibody. Fresh-frozen sections
of the testis (A-C) and the epididymis (D-
F) as well as paraffin sections of the pros-
tate (G-I) were immunostained with mAb
1 B7 (B, C, E, F, H, I) or nonimmunized
mouse IgG (A, D, G). Leydig cells, which
were located in the intertubular spaces
among the seminiferous tubules (*), were
positively stained (B, C). Positive staining
was also observed on cells of the ductus
epididymidis, and the epithelial cells of
the secretory elements of the prostate
gland were positively stained (E, F, H, I).
Stars denote lumens (D-I). C, F, and I rep-
resent the higher-magnification views. The
sections were counterstained with cresyl
violet. Bars = 50 i.m (A, B, D, E, G, H)
and 10 im (C, F, I).

activity, and stimulation of osteogenesis [47], these PGs
also may function in the reproductive organs. It should be
noted that these J series of PGs may be enriched in the
seminal plasma, although no quantitative analysis for these
PGs has been reported. If a high level of the J series of
PGs are found in seminal fluid, then the potential impor-
tance of PGDS activity in the male reproductive organs
may be more relevant.

The seminal plasma concentration of lipocalin-type PGDS
measured in this study by our sandwich ELISA (0.3-42 g/
ml) is lower than the values (6-180 Ixg/ml) reported previ-
ously [25]. This discrepancy is probably due to the weak spec-
ificity of the polyclonal antisera used for the earlier assay.
Both mAb 1B7 and 7F5 used for our ELISA are highly spe-
cific for lipocalin-type PGDS among the various proteins in
the seminal plasma, as evidenced by the finding that they
showed a single band in Western blot with the seminal plasma
at the same position as that of lipocalin-type PGDS in the
human CSF (data not shown). Therefore, we consider our
results to be more accurate than the previous ones.

The seminal plasma concentration of lipocalin-type PGDS
was lower in oligozoospermic than in normozoospermic sam-
ples, but no significant correlation was detected between the
concentration and other spermiogram parameters. These find-
ings are consistent with those in a previous report by Olsson
[25], in which higher concentrations of the enzyme were mea-
sured (as discussed above). The enzyme may therefore be

associated with fertility in humans. This possibility is sup-
ported by a recent report on bull seminal plasma. Killian et
al. [48] found four fertility-associated proteins in bull seminal
plasma: two of the proteins predominated in higher-fertility
bulls, and the other two in the lower-fertility animals. A 26-
kDa protein observed in the seminal plasma of the higher-
fertility bulls was recently identified, by cDNA cloning, as the
bovine homologue of lipocalin-type PGDS [49]; i.e., seminal
plasma lipocalin-type PGDS is a fertility-associated protein in
bulls.

For fertilization, a specific seminal plasma composition
is required at ejaculation and during sperm transport
through the female genital tract. Low levels of certain sol-
uble seminal components are associated with subfertility or
infertility. For example, the amount of PGE2 in the semen
of infertile men is approximately one half to one third of
that found in fertile men [50]. Also, oligozoospermic men
show decreased levels of albumin in their seminal plasma
[51], and a deficiency of seminal plasma glycoprotein is
associated with asthenospermia [52]. Although the concen-
trations of PGs other than PGD2 and of individual proteins
in seminal fluid were not measured in this study, it would
be worthwhile to determine whether a relationship exists
between the lipocalin-type PGDS and those components
with respect to fertilization.

Lipocalin-type PGDS is a member of the lipocalin su-
perfamily [16, 53], and it shares the feature of binding and
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transport of lipophilic molecules with other superfamily
members, such as retinol-binding protein and -lactoglob-
ulin. The enzyme is secreted into various body fluids in-
cluding the seminal fluid as shown here, and binds retinoids
at a molar ratio of 1:1 with affinities (Kd = 70-80 nM)
comparable to those of other lipocalins [54]. Therefore, this
enzyme is considered to be a bifunctional protein, acting
as both a PGD2-producing enzyme and a retinoid trans-
porter [55]. It has been established that retinoids (vitamin
A derivatives) are crucial for male fertility. In vitamin A-
deficient male rats, spermatogenesis becomes arrested, and
degeneration and loss of germ cells take place [56]. Ad-
ministration of retinol acetate causes a massive and syn-
chronized reinitiation of spermatogenesis in vitamin A-de-
ficient rats [57]. Furthermore, retinoic acid receptor--y-de-
ficient mice exhibit male sterility due to squamous meta-
plasia of the seminal vesicles and prostate [58]. Two
cytoplasmic proteins are involved in retinoic acid signal
transduction, named cellular retinoic acid-binding protein
(CRABP) and cellular retinoic acid-binding protein II
(CRABP-II). Rat testis expresses CRABP and CRABP-II.
CRABP-II is expressed in Leydig cells in rat testis [59].
CRABP and CRABP-II knockout mice remain essentially
normal [60-62]. These reports suggest that other retinoid-
binding proteins exist in the testis. We found that Leydig
cells expressed lipocalin-type PGDS (Fig. 8). Taken togeth-
er, these results indicate that lipocalin-type PGDS may play
an important role as a retinoid-binding protein in Leydig
cells to maintain spermatogenesis. Therefore, it is also im-
portant to evaluate the relationship between the lipocalin-
type PGDS and lipophilic substances in the seminal plasma,
such as PGs and retinoids, in relation to fertilization. Im-
munoaffinity purification of the enzyme from the seminal
plasma (Fig. 3) is useful for identification of the predicted
endogenous ligand for the enzyme in the seminal plasma.
The purified lipocalin-type PGDS will also be useful for
further experiments to examine whether it has any function
in capacitation or in the acrosome reaction of spermatozoa.

In humans, the immunoreactivity of {3-trace protein,
which is identical to lipocalin-type PGDS, is detected im-
munologically in the brain, testis, and epididymis [63].
However, the tissue distribution and cellular localization of

-trace protein in humans have not been defined in detail.
In this study, we demonstrate by Northern blotting and im-
munohistochemistry (Figs. 7 and 8) that the mRNA of li-
pocalin-type PGDS is expressed in the human testis, epi-
didymis, and prostate and that the immunoreactivity is lo-
calized in the epithelial cells of the prostate gland and duc-
tus epididymidis and in Leydig cells in the testis. The
epithelial cells of the prostate gland and ductus epididym-
idis secrete many substances into the seminal plasma. The
PGDS concentration in seminal fluid is higher than the re-
ported concentration in serum (0.27 0.01 Rig/ml) [29].
On the other hand, Leydig cells are present in the intertu-
bular tissues of the testis and are not considered to contrib-
ute directly to the secretion of lipocalin-type PGDS into the
seminal plasma. These results suggest that lipocalin-type
PGDS in human seminal plasma originates from tubular
epithelial cells of the prostate and epididymis.
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