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A B ST R A CT 

Isopods of the genus Janiralata Menzies, 1951 (Asellota: Janiridae) are known from shallow and deep waters of the Northern Hemisphere. Most 
species are free-living, but some are symbiotic on the surface of other benthic invertebrates. We obtained from three beam- and four otter-trawl 
hauls 18 Janiralata asellote specimens from the bathyal zone off the Pacific coasts of Tohoku, northeastern Japan. Partial nucleotide sequences of 
the mitochondrial cytochrome c oxidase subunit I (COI) gene (505 bp) were determined for 16 of the 18 collected specimens. Non-significant 
genetic differences (< 0.8%) indicated that the individuals were conspecifics. Morphological analysis indicated that all the specimens belonged 
to a single species, Janiralata plana sp. nov. based on the unique morphology of the anterolateral and distolateral projections on the head and 
pleotelson, surface and lateral margins of the body, antennula article 1, and of the male pleopod 1. Six of the 18 collected specimens were found 
attached to the surface of an unidentified sea anemone (Hormathiidae), ten to the solasterid starfish Crossaster borealis Fisher, 1906 and two were 
obtained from the bottom sediment. Three COI haplotypes of the new species were shared by individuals from two neighboring sites, which 
suggests that genetic isolation occurs on a relatively narrow horizontal scale, although the bathymetric distribution range was rather wide. We 
describe a case study of the geographic and bathymetric distributions of an asellote species with low dispersal ability and its genetically differen-
tiated populations. Such approach could help elucidate the diversity and distribution of deep-sea organisms and their diversification processes.

KEY WORDS: Asellota, Crustacea, deep sea, DNA barcoding, population structure, symbiosis

I N T RO D U CT I O N
Isopods of the suborder Asellota (Peracarida: Crustacea) 
inhabit freshwater and marine environments, and are known 
as one of the most species-rich groups in the deep sea 
(Hessler & Thistle, 1975). Among marine asellotes, species 
belonging to the families Munnopsidae Lilljeborg, 1864 and 
Desmosomatidae G.O. Sars, 1897 possess swimming legs 
that allow them to swim, whereas the other members are bot-
tom-dwellers that live in bottom sediments or on hard sub-
strates on the seabed (Hessler & Strömberg, 1989; Shimomura 
& Nunomura, 2013).

The asellote family Janiridae G.O. Sars, 1897 is one of the 
best-known groups in the superfamily Janiroidea G.O. Sars, 
1897. The family includes over 150 described species in 20 gen-
era (WoRMS, 2023) that inhabit various aquatic environments, 
including freshwater, brackish waters, and marine environments 
from the intertidal to the bathyal zones (Birstein, 1970; Shi-
momura & Nunomura, 2013). Shimomura (2009) listed 11 
species belonging to five genera from Japanese waters, including 
species inhabiting both shallow and deep waters.

Janirids are regarded as having no parasitic phase although 
they were often observed attaching to other benthic  invertebrates 
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(Shimomura, 2009). Many janirids have been found on other 
organisms: species of the genera Carpias Richardson, 1902, Ian-
iropsis G.O. Sars, 1897, and Janira Leach, 1814 from the surface 
of corals, those of Carpias, Ianiropsis, Ectias Richardson, 1906, 
and Janiralata Menzies, 1951 from the surface or aquiferous 
systems of sponges, Carpias, Ianiropsis, Janaira Moreira & Pires, 
1977 from the surface of bryozoans, Carpias, Janaira, and Jani-
ralata from the surface of starfishes (e.g., Hatch, 1947; Kensley, 
1976; Pires, 1995; Mortensen, 2001; Doti & Wilson, 2010; Doti 
et al. 2014). Such behavior has been described as instances of 
“commensalism” (Wilson, 1997). The attachment of janirids 
can be nevertheless problematic for the fishing industry. Janirids 
attach to the surface of farmed animals, such as sea cucumbers, 
and injure the body surface of hosts when creeping, thus reduc-
ing the commercial value and can even result in the death of 
such animals (Wakayama Prefectural Fisheries Experiment Sta-
tion, 2016). Despite its significance in ecology and fisheries sci-
ence, the attachment behavior of janirids has thus far only been 
reported in a few species and from limited geographic areas; 
therefore, the diversity of symbiotic species, their geographic 
distribution, and substrate specificity require investigation.

The most species-rich genus of the family, Janiralara 
(WoRMS, 2023), is distributed from the shallow-subtidal to 
the bathyal zone at a depth of 3,250 m (Birstein, 1970) in the 
Northern Hemisphere, especially the Northwest Pacific (Kus-
sakin, 1988; Kim et al., 2022). Some species have been reported 
to attach to echinoderms. For example, individuals of Janiralata 
chuni (Thielemann, 1910) collected at depths of 93–158 m off 
Misaki, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan, were found to attach to the 
body surface of Asterias amurensis Lütken, 1871 (Asteriidae) 
(Shimomura, 2006), and Janiralata solasteri (Hatch, 1947) col-
lected from Hood Canal, Washington, USA attached to Solaster 
stimpsoni Verrill, 1880 (Solasteridae) (Hatch, 1947). The latter 
species, however, was also observed attached to sunken wood 
under rearing conditions (Hessler & Strömberg, 1989), suggest-
ing low specificity for habitat substrates. We recently discovered 
a species of Janiralata attached to the surface of the solasterid 
starfish Crossaster borealis Fisher, 1906 and an unidentified sea 
anemone, Hormathiidae sp., at 425–1,559 m off the Pacific coast 
of Tohoku, the landward slope of the Japan Trench. We describe 
herein it as a new species, Janiralata plana sp. nov., and report on 
its ecology and population genetic structure.

M AT E R I A L S  A N D  M ET H O D S
Eighteen Janiralata individuals were collected between 425 and 
1,559 m off Tohoku, northeastern Japan, during two research 
cruises of R/V Shinsei-maru ( Japan Agency for Marine-earth 
Science and Technology, JAMSTEC), and during surveys 
the Pacific cod and walleye pollock recruitment and snow-
crab distribution by R/V Wakataka-maru ( Japan Fisheries 
Research and Education Agency) in April 2022 (Fig. 1, Table 
1, Supplementary material Table S1). Specimens were collected 
using a 3-m beam trawl (BT) or an otter trawl and fixed in 99.5% 
ethanol or frozen on board after photographing. The Janiralata 
specimens were observed under a StemiDV4 dissection micro-
scope (Carl Zeiss, Oberkochen, Germany) and an Optiphot 
compound microscope (Nikon, Tokyo, Japan). The termi-
nology used for the description followed that of Shimomura 

(2006) and the classification of the species based on Wilson 
& Wägele (1994), Menzies (1951), Kussakin (1972), and Jang 
(1991).

Partial nucleotide sequences of the mitochondrial cyto-
chrome c oxidase subunit I (COI) gene were determined from 16 
specimens (Supplementary material Table S1). Total DNA was 
extracted from one to three pereopods using a DNeasy Blood 
and Tissue Kit (QIAGEN, Hilden, Germany). Partial fragments 
of the COI gene were amplified by PCR using the primer sets 
LCO1490 (forward: 5ʹ-GGT CAA CAA ATC ATA AAG ATA 
TTG G-3ʹ) and HCO2198 (reverse 5ʹ-TAA ACT TCA GGG 
TGA CCA AAA AAT CA-3ʹ) (both Folmer et al., 1994), or 
LCO1490 and Coxr2 (reverse 5ʹ-TCT ATC CCA ACT GTA 
AAT ATR TGR TG-3ʹ) (Cheng et al., 2013). PCR amplifica-
tion was performed using TaKaRa Ex Premier DNA polymerase 
(TaKaRa Bio, Shiga, Japan) as follows: initial denaturation at 94 
°C for 60 s, followed by 35 cycles consisting of denaturation at 
98 °C for 10 s, annealing at 42 °C for 15 s, and extension at 68 
°C for 30 s. PCR products were purified using ExoSAP-express 
(Thermo-Fisher Scientific, Waltham, MA, USA). Sequenc-
ing reactions were prepared using a BigDye Terminator Cycle 
Sequence Kit v3.1 (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA). 
After purification using a BigDye XTerminator Purification Kit 
(ABI), nucleotide sequences were determined using an ABI 

Figure 1. Sampling sites around the northeastern Japanese 
Archipelago. The details of sampling sites summarized in Table 1.
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3130xl automated DNA sequencer at the  Atmosphere and 
Ocean Research Institute (AORI), The University of Tokyo.

The COI gene sequences obtained were aligned using the 
ClustalW package in MEGA X (Kumar et al., 2018). A haplo-
type network was created using the TCS method (Clement et 
al., 2000) implemented in PopART software (Leigh & Bryant, 
2015), based on an overlapping 505-bp region.

Type materials were deposited in the National Museum of 
Nature and Science, Tokyo (NSMT). The extracted DNA were 
stored at AORI, The University of Tokyo.

R E SU LTS
Six Janiralata individuals were found attached to an uniden-
tified sea anemone (Hormathiidae) and ten to the solasterid 
starfish Crossaster borealis. Two additional individuals were 
found in mud sediment without hosts. These may have been 
crawling freely on the bottom or fallen off hosts during 
sampling.

Genetic analysis
Partial nucleotide sequences of the COI gene were success-
fully obtained from 16 individuals; the obtained sequences 
varied among the specimens from 505 to 785  bp presumably 
due to the preservation conditions. A 505-bp matrix was there-
fore offered for inferring the haplotype network (Fig. 2). Eight 

haplotypes were identified in total, which were deposited to the 
DDBJ/EMBL/GenBank databases with accession numbers 
LC773543–LC773558. The maximum uncorrected p-distance 
was 0.8% among the newly obtained sequences. Three haplo-
types were shared by individuals from two neighboring sites 
(Fig. 1). No genetic trends were found among the individuals 
from the starfish, sea anemone, and bottom sediment.

The individuals were identified as a single species based on 
molecular and morphological data, and hereby described as Jan-
iralata plana sp. nov.

Taxonomy

Family Janiridae G.O. Sars, 1897

Genus Janiralata Menzies, 1951
Type species: Janiralata davisi Menzies, 1951

Remarks: The genus was established by Menzies (1951). Ten 
genera were synonymized under Janiralata (Wilson & Wägele, 
1994). The serrated proximal third of ventral margin of the 
propodus of pereopod 1 is a key diagnostic character of this 
genus (Wilson & Wägele, 1994).

Janiralata plana sp. nov.

(Figs. 3A, B, 4, 5, 6)

Material examined: Holotype: male, 5.3 mm, NSMT-Cr 31499, 
off Otsuchi, Iwate, Honshu Island, Japan (39º19.49’–20.81’N, 
142º35.71’–35.76’E; 1,337–1,306 m: R/V Shinsei-maru cruise 
KS-20-15, station OT-1320) (type locality), sorted from soft 
sediment, collected by 3 m beam trawl on 2 October 2020. 
Paratypes: male, 6.4  mm body length, NSMT-Cr 31501, off 
Otsuchi, Iwate, Honshu Island, Japan (39º20.97’–19.96’N, 
142º42.05’–41.73’E; 1,559–1,557 m: R/V Shinsei-maru cruise 
KS-20-15, station OT-1550-2) attached to aboral side of starfish 
Crossaster borealis, collected by 3 m beam trawl on 1 October 
2020; female, 5.9  mm, NSMT-Cr 31500, from type locality, 
attached to aboral side of C. borealis. See Supplementary material 
Table S1 for voucher specimens.

Diagnosis: Head without rostrum and anterolateral projection. 
Eye length not exceed half of head length. Body flattened, 
length ~3× as wide, translucent pale yellow, without brown 
chromatophores, dorsal surface smooth. Coxal plates smooth, 
visible on dorsal view. Pereopod 1 slightly shorter than posterior 
pereopods, propodus with 9 serrations. Pleotelson distal margin 

Table 1. Sampling sites where Janiralata plana sp. nov. was collected.

Site Cruise No. Date Coordinates  Depth (m) Gear No. of individuals 

OT1550-2 KS-20-15 1 Oct. 2020 39°20.97ʹ–19.96ʹN 142°42.05ʹ–41.73ʹE 1,559–1,557 3 m BT 3

OT1320 KS-20-15 2 Oct. 2020 39°19.49ʹ–20.81ʹN 142°35.71ʹ–35.76ʹE 1,337–1,306 3 m BT 2

D450 Wakataka April 2022 17 April 2022 39°01.92ʹN 142°10.48ʹE 450 Otter trawl 3

ON6 KS-16-18 11 Nov. 2016 38°23.96ʹ–22.97ʹN 142°20.08ʹ–20.06ʹE 871–880 3 m BT 6

E425 Wakataka April 2022 18 April 2022 38°26.00ʹN 139°13.39ʹE 425 Otter trawl 1

E450 Wakataka April 2022 22 April 2022 38°23.75ʹN 142°03.91ʹE 450 Otter trawl 2

F480 Wakataka April 2022 21 April 2022 37°41.93ʹN 141°59.00ʹE 480 Otter trawl 1

Figure 2. Haplotype network based on the nucleotide sequences of 
the mitochondrial COI gene (505 bp) of Janiralata plana sp. nov.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/jcb/article/43/3/ruad049/7257347 by guest on 09 April 2024

http://academic.oup.com/jcb/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/jcbiol/ruad049#supplementary-data
http://academic.oup.com/jcb/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/jcbiol/ruad049#supplementary-data


4 • OHTA ET AL.: A NEW SPECIES OF JANIRALATA ASSOCIATED WITH OTHER INVERTEBRATES

rounded. Male pleopod 1 apex curved medially, without conical 
knobs. Pleopod 3 exopod without plumose setae. Uropod 
biramous, endopod slightly longer than exopod.

Description of holotype and paratype males: Body (Fig. 4A) 
flattened, length ~3× as wide, translucent pale yellow, without 
brown chromatophores, dorsal surface smooth. Pereonites 2–4 
coxae bilobed, all coxae similar in size; all pereonites coxae 
visible dorsally. All pereonites without lateral or anterolateral 
processes. Pleotelson rounded, length ~0.9× as wide, distal 
margin slightly pointed, without any processes; lateral margins 
with numerous fine setae.

Cephalon slightly narrower than pereonite 1, trapezoidal, 
length ~1/2× as width; frontal margin slightly convex, without 
rostrum; anterolateral projections small, not acute. Eyes on dor-
sal side, small, dark brown, anterolaterally directed.

Antennulae (Fig. 5B, C): article 1 conical with distal fine, sim-
ple seta; article 2 slightly shorter than article 1, distally with 2 
long simple and 2 long bloom setae; article 3 as long as article 
2, with 3 long distal setae; with 18 flagellar articles, each article 
excluding last 2 with short, simple distal seta and last two articles 
with an aesthetasc.

Antenna (Fig. 4B, C): article 1 broad, with a distolateral seta; 
article 2 shorter than article 1, without setae; article 3 trapezoi-

dal, with lateral simple and 2 distal unequal bifid setae, conspic-
uous scale with distal simple and 2 unequal bifid setae; article 4 
shorter than article 3, with 2 distal setae; article 5 length ~6× as 
article 4, with 2 long lateral and 2 distal setae; article 6 longest, 
length ~1.2× as article 5, with 3 distal setae; flagellum multiar-
ticulate, length ~3× as article 6, article 1 longest, last 20 articles 
with a few black chromatophores.

Left mandible (Fig. 5G): palp article 1 without setae; arti-
cle 2 with 2 long setulate setae and 3 short setae distolaterally; 
article 3 as long as article 1, with row of many short robust 
setae ventrally and row of many fine setae distally; incisor with 
4 cusps; lacinia mobilis with 4 teeth, spine row with 7 robust 
setulate setae.

Right mandible (Fig. 5H): palp article 1 with 3 long setae dis-
tally; article 2 with row of 5 simple setae distolaterally; article 3 
with row of many simple setae laterally and 6 simple setae dis-
tally; incisor with 4 cusps, spine row with 9 robust setulate setae; 
molar process with some setae distally.

Maxillula (Fig. 5E): inner lobe with 8 robust setae distally; 
outer lobe with 8 robust denticulate setae distally and many fine 
setae laterally and medially.

Maxilla (Fig. 5F): inner lobe with 1 setulate robust seta and 
many fine setae distally, medially; 2 outer lobes each with 3 
robust setae apically and many fine setae medially.

Figure 3. Janiralata plana sp. nov., dorsal and lateral views (A, B). 
J. plana sp. nov. on Crossaster borealis (C, D), on Hormathiidae sp. 
attached to a buccinid snail (Neptunea sp.) (E, F). Scale bar: A, B = 
2 mm.

Figure 4. Janiralata plana sp. nov., paratype male (NSMT-Cr 31501) 
(A–G), holotype male (NSMT-Cr 31499) (H), dorsal view (A), 
antenna (B), magnified view of antenna (C), pereopod 1 (D), magnified 
view of pereopod 1 (E, F), pereopod 2 (G), uropod (H). Scale bars: A = 
2 mm, B, D, G = 500 μm, C, H = 200 µm, E, F = 100 µm.
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Maxilliped (Fig. 5A): endite width subequal to palp, with 8 
serrate and some simple setae distally, 3 coupling hooks medi-
ally. Palp with 5 articles, article 1 with a distolateral simple seta; 
article 2 with distolateral, some lateral, 2 medial, 4 distomesial 
simple setae; article 3 distally broad, with 2 distolateral and 14 
distomesial simple setae; article 4 narrow, with 8 distal simple 
setae; article 5 as wide as article 4, with 6 distal and some lateral 
simple setae. Exopod triangular, slightly tapered distally.

Pereopod 1 (Fig. 4D, E, F): basis length 2× as wide with a dis-
tal unequal bifid seta; ischium length ~2/3× as basis with a dor-
solateral unequal bifid seta; merus triangular, long distally, with 2 
simple distal setae and mediolateral and 2 mediodistal setae; car-
pus long, broadened at center, length equal to basis, mediolateral 
with ~20 robust short setae, 2 dorsal simple and 3 distal simple 
setae; propodus with a row of 9 subequal serrations on proximal 
third of ventral margin, slightly shorter than carpus, length 6× as 
wide, 2 dorsolateral and some mediolateral simple setae, distal 
margin with a unequal bifid seta and 2 simple thin setae of differ-
ent length, medial margin with a stout and 2 simple thin setae; 
dactylus short, with 2 claws and 5 simple fine and a bloom setae.

Pereopod 2 (Fig. 4G): basis resemble pereopod 1, with long 
dorsolateral unequal bifid seta and 2 spiniform mediolateral 
setae; ischium longer than pereopod 1, with long dorsolateral 

unequal bifid seta; merus resembles to pereopod 1; carpus long, 
not broadened at center, length 7× as wide, with 3 mediolateral 
and 2 mesial and dorsolateral short unequal bifid setae and 3 
simple distal setae of different length; propodus long, length 10× 
as wide, some dorsolateral simple and 5 mediolateral unequal 
bifid setae; dactylus with 2 claws. Pereopods 2–7 all resemble 
each other but pereopods 5–7 (pereopod 6 figured; Fig 5D) 
propodus with a dorsolateral bloom seta.

Pleopod 1 (Fig. 6A): distal tips laterally expanded, with 
projecting subtriangular lateral lobes tapered laterally, slightly 
curved anteriorly; distal margins with pair of small protrusions.

Pleopod 2 (Fig. 6B): protopod length ~2× as width, with 7 
distal setae; endopod slightly wider than appendix masculina, 
appendix masculina robust, elongated, surpassing distal margin 
of protopod; exopod distalmedially placed on protopod, no sur-
passing distal margin of protopod.

Pleopod 3 (Fig. 6C): endopod ~1.6× as protopod, with 3 
distal plumose setae; exopod with 2 articles, article 1 ~twice as 
article 2, with many lateral fine short setae; article 2 with many 
lateral fine setae and ~17 distomedial and medial simple short 
setae.

Pleopod 4 (Fig. 6D): endopod slightly curved and oval, ~3× 
as width; exopod slightly narrower than endopod.

Pleopod 5 (Fig. 6E): semicircular, ~2× as long as width.
Uropod (Fig. 4H): length ~0.7× as pleotelson, bearing 

numerous long simple setae; biramous; sympod rectangular, 

Figure 5. Janiralata plana sp. nov., holotype male (NSMT-Cr 
31499) (A–C, E–H), paratype male (NSMT-Cr 31501) (D). Right 
maxilliped (A), antennulae (B), magnified view of antennulae (C), 
pereopod 6 (D), maxillula (D), maxilla (E), left mandible with 
mandibular palp (F), right mandible with mandibular palp (G). 
Scale bars: A = 500 µm, B, D–H = 200 µm, C = 100 µm.

Figure 6. Janiralata plana sp. nov., holotype male (NSMT-Cr 
31499) (A–E), paratype female (NSMT-Cr 31500) (F). Pleopod 1 
(A), pleopod 2 (B), pleopod 3 (C), pleopod 4 (D), pleopod 5 (E). 
Operculum of female (F). Scale bars: A–F = 500 μm.
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elongated; rami tapered, slightly longer than sympod, endopod 
slightly longer than exopod.

Description of paratype female: Similar to holotype male. 
Pereonites laterally and dorsally smooth. Operculum (Fig. 6F) 
distally concave; length as long as maximum width, marginally 
setose.

Etymology: The species name plana, Latin for “flat” or “plain”. It 
was appropriately named after the characteristic feature of the 
species: flattened and having no body projections or setae.

Remarks: The new species is assigned to the genus Janiralata 
based on the combination of the following characters: the 
absence of anterolateral and distolateral projections on the head 
and pleotelson respectively, smooth surface and leteral margins 
of the body, antennula article 1 slightly curved dorsally, and 
inward curved male pleopod 1 without conical knobs.

Wilson & Wägele (1994) divided the species of Janiralata 
into four morphological groups and the new species shows the 
following characters of the “rajata-group”: reduced rostrum 
and reduced anterolateral projection of the cephalon, a distal-
ly-rounded pleotelson and pleopod 3 exopod without plumose 
setae. According to Wilson & Wägele (1994) and Kim & Yoon 
(2021), this group contains six species: J. koreaensis Jang, 1991 
from Bijin Island, southern Korean Peninsula; J. microphthalma 
Kussakin, 1972 and J. modesta Mezhov, 1981 from Urup Island, 
Kuril Islands; J. obliterata Kussakin, 1972 from a seamount in 
the central Pacific; J. rajata Menzies, 1951 from northern Cal-
ifornia; and J. sagamiensis Shimomura, 2006 from Sagami Bay, 
Japan. Janiralata plana sp. nov. can be distinguished from five of 
these species by the following: a remarkably long uropod (vs. J. 
microphthalma and J. obliterata); no anterolateral projection on 
the cephalon (vs. J. modesta and J. sagamiensis); and slightly small 
eye lobes, not reaching half of the cephalon (vs. J. rajata). Janira-
lata plana sp. nov. most closely resembles J. koreaensis but differs 
as follows: dorsal surface without dark brown pigments; anten-
nula article 1 slightly curved dorsally; and male pleopod 1 apex 
curved medially with no conical knobs (vs. J. koreaensis). More-
over, the distributions of these two species differ geographically 
and bathymetrically. Janiralata koreaensis has only been collected 
in South Korea at 8–80.4 m depths ( Jang, 1991; Kang et al., 
2019). In addition to the named taxa, four undescribed species 
have been reported from the Santa Maria Basin in the north-
eastern Pacific (Wilson, 1997). Janiralata plana sp. nov. can be 
distinguished from these undescribed species by the  following 

characteristics: a smooth head without brown chromatophores 
or cephalic anterolateral projections (vs. Janiralata sp. A and B 
in Wilson (1997)); and small eye lobes, not reaching half of the 
cephalon (vs. Janiralata sp. C and D in Wilson (1997)).

D I S C U S S I O N

Substrate specificity
The specimens we collected were identified as a single species, J. 
plana sp. nov., based on morphology of the dorsal surface, ceph-
alon, and pleotelson as well as DNA barcoding. Conspecific indi-
viduals were observed attached to starfishes and a sea anemone. 
The species of Janiralata that have been reported from the body 
surfaces of other invertebrates, including the new species, are 
summarized in Table 2. Hessler & Strömberg (1989) neverthe-
less reported Janiralata solasteri as living on hard substrates such 
as bark and wood in aquaria as with the other Janiralata species, 
despite J. solasteri having been collected from a starfish in nature 
by Hatch (1947). These observations suggest that the species of 
Janiralata exhibit low host specificity. In general, Janilarata spe-
cies prefer hard substrates (Wilson, 1997), and the new species 
may attach to echinoderms and cnidarians because the surfaces 
of these invertebrates are harder than the sandy mud bottom of 
the sampling sites.

Two individuals of J. plana sp. nov., sorted from the bottom 
sediment could have been crawling freely on the sea bottom. 
Alternatively, they may have been detached from the host or 
the substrate during trawling. Individuals, however, were not 
obtained when sorting the bottom sediment collected by trawl-
ing at the sites where the new species was found on the inverte-
brate hosts. As Janiralata species are presumed to be detritivores 
(Hessler & Strömberg 1989), they might consume detritus accu-
mulating on the surface of other invertebrates and could then 
not be obligate symbionts.

Wide bathymetrical range of new species
The depth of the sampling sites for J. plana sp. nov. ranged from 
425 to 1,559 m. The longest horizontal distance between the 
sites was approximately 200 km. Despite the small genetic dif-
ferences found among the specimens (0–0.8%), only specimens 
from geographically close sites (< 50 km) shared a haplotype 
(Fig. 2). As with most species of asellotes, J. plana sp. nov. lacks 
swimming legs and has no larval stage. Therefore, this result may 
be attributable to low dispersal ability and thus limited gene flow 
between local populations of the new species. Another congener, 

Table 2. Reports of species of Janiralata attached to other invertebrates.

Species Distribution depths Substrates References 

Janiralata solasteri (Hatch, 1947) 50–295 m Solaster stimpsoni Verrill, 1880 (Asteroidea)
sunken wood

Hatch, 1947
Kussakin, 1988
Hessler & Strömberg, 1989

Janiralata rajata Menzies, 1951 0–37 m Eggs of Raja binoculata (Rajiformes) Kussakin, 1988

Janiralata chuni (Thielemann, 1910) 93–158 m Asterias amurensis Lütken, 1871 (Asteroidea) Shimomura, 2006

Janiralara sagamiensis Shimomura, 2006 15 m Sponges Shimomura, 2006

Janirelara plana sp. nov. 425–1,559 m Crossaster borealis Fisher, 1906 (Asteroidea)
Hormathiidae sp. (Anthozoa)

Herein
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J. hexadentata Birstein, 1970, also shows a wide bathymetric dis-
tribution despite its lack of swimming ability. This species has 
been described from the Kuril-Kamchatka Trench at depths of 
1,440–3,250 m and has never been reported elsewhere (Birstein, 
1970).

The wide bathymetric range of the species of Janiralata not 
having swimming appendages is notable. A small genetic distance 
was observed within a depth range of approximately 1,000 m in 
J. plana sp. nov.. These results contrast with the genetic differen-
tiation along the depth gradient observed in swimming asellotes 
(Munnopsidae and Desmosomatidae). Members of these families 
potentially have a higher dispersal ability than Janiralata species. 
The presence of cryptic species and species complexes along the 
depth gradient has recently been suggested by molecular analysis 
for some morphospecies of Munnopsidae and Desmosomatidae, 
which have been considered to have wide horizontal and vertical 
distributional ranges (e.g., Raupach et al., 2007; Brix et al., 2014). 
For example, the desmosomatid Chelator insignis (Hansen, 1916) 
was reported to have a large genetic distance among three clades 
at depths of 2,750, 1,390, and 900 m and above (Brix et al., 2014). 
A depth difference of 500 m may have hindered gene flow in these 
morphospecies. Similar analyses and accumulation of data on 
asellotes with various dispersal characteristics may elucidate the 
relationships between the distribution ranges and ecological char-
acteristics of asellote species.
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