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HE WHO 
JUDGES 

TOO MUCH 
JUDGES 

NOT AT ALL 
The controversial course 

pursued by Israel's current 
Supreme Court 

I. BLAZING TRAILS IN 
"JUDICIAL IMPERIALISM" 

I
n recent years, Meretz and its post
Zionist supporters have frequently 
won from the Israeli Supreme Court 

what they have failed to secure through 
the democratic political process. Most 
of the Supreme Court justices share with 
Meretz a worldview whose lodestar is the 
maximization of individual freedom and 
autonomy. It is a worldview which of 
necessity looks askance at any trace of 
the Jewish people's 3,500 year history as 
Am HaTorah (the nation of the Torah) 
that has not been eradicated from the 
statute books. 1 

Thus the Supreme Court has, in the 
past few years, overturned an adminis
trative regulation dating back to the 
founding of the State that banned the 
import of non-kosher meat, deprived 
municipalities of their traditional 
- --- --

Yonason Rosenblum, a regular contributor to The 
Jewish Ol1server, is a graduate of Yale Law School and 
has published in leading A1nerican law journals. He 
would like to thank the Center for Jewish Infor
mation and Rabbi Simcha Meron, former legal advi
sor to the Israeli Rabbinical Courts, for their assis
tance in the preparation of this article. 
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authority to close movie theaters on 
Shabbos, and equated homosexual rela
tionships with marriage by requiring the 
payment of spousal benefits to homo
sexual partners. And this summer, the 
Supreme Court issued an injunction 
against implementation of the Super
visor of Traffic's decision to close Bar 
Ilan Street in Jerusalem during the times 
of prayer. Armed with a war chest for 
legal fees, the tiny Reform and Conser
vative movements have gained from the 
Supreme Court what they could never 
have secured in the political arena. Local 
religious councils have been required to 
admit Reform representatives and 
women, the jurisdiction of the rabbini
cal courts has been whittled away and 
those courts have been ordered to apply 
secular law, not halacha, to issues of 
property division, and the Interior 

l. That is not to say that the justices of the Supreme 
Court are motivated by any animus against religious 
Jews. Religious lawyers who know Justice Aharon 
Barak (the President of the Supre1ne Court) well, 
describe tht>ir personal relations as wann. But 
because personal freedon1 is at the top of Justice 
Barak's pantheon of values, he inevitably stresses 
freedom from religion over the preservation of 
Israel's character as a Jewish state. 

Yonason Rosenblum 

Ministry has been ordered to recognize 
Reform and Conservative conversions 
performed both in Israel and abroad. 
And at the end of October, the Supreme 
Court directed the government to make 
provision for women's n1inyanin1, 
replete with Torah readings, at the 
Kosel (Western Wall). 

Though it is the religious community 
that has been most vociferous in its crit
icism of the Israeli Supreme Court (see 
sidebar, p. 11 ), similar complaints about 
the subversion of the democratic 
process have become widespread in the 
Knesset, academia, and among jurists. 
Former Ma' ariv editor Shmuel Shnitzer 
wrote the week of the Bar Ilan decision. 

"There appears to be no limit to the 
powers the Supreme Court claims for 
itself .... Elections have become a mere 
formality .... Learned men of elevat
ed principles have emptied democra
cy of any meaning." 
Avraham Burg, Chairman of the Jew

ish Agency, was even more critical 
when he sat as a Labor Party MK: 

"Today in Israel there is no longer 
any separation of powers. The 
Supreme Court has taken into its 
hands the entire authority of govern-

The Jewish Observer, November 1996 



ment and transformed itself into a 
supra-legislature. For what do we 
need a government and a Knesset?"2 

Under the lead of its President, Jus-
tice Aharon Barak, the Supreme Court 
has increasingly viewed itself as pos
sessing a mandate to resolve the fun
da1nental value issues confronting soci
ety. In the opinion of Ruth Gavison, one 
of Israel's leading law professors, there 
is no other court in the world that has 
taken on the responsibility for solving 
all society's problems to the same extent 

• 

reserved for those branches-its "judi
cial in1perialism," in the words of 
Ha'aretz columnist Amnon Danker
has exacerbated the inherent tension 
between judicial review and represen
tative government, and undermined its 
own legitimacy in the eyes of the pub
lic.' Addressing his former colleagues 
directly, Menachem Elon, the recently 
retired Vice-President of the Supreme 
Court warned, "Judge too much and you 
judge not at all." By subjecting every 
decision of the other branches of gov-

Armed with a war chest for legal fees, the tiny 

Reform and Conservative movements have 

gained from the Supreme Court what they could 

never have secured in the political arena. 

as the Israeli Supreme Court.-' 
The willingness of the Court to 

overrule the decisions of the legislative 
and executive branches and to enter into 
policy-making areas traditionally 

2. The sharp criticisn1 directed at the Supren1e Court 
by Knesset 111en1bers of both major parties in recent 
years, it should be e1nphasized, has nothing to do 
with its opinions on religious issues but rather with 
its manv intrusions into the internal functioning of 
both th~ executive and legislative branches. Thus it 
has overturned Knesset removal of parliamentary 
i1nmunity from one of its n1t'n1bcrs, ordered the 
Prime Minister to fire n1inisters charged with seri
ous crimes, and barred him from n1aking appoint-
1nents to public bodies of those it dee1ned mornl
lv unfit. Justice Barak himself was prepared to annul 
; coalition agree1nent ht'tween Labor and Shas, but 
a 3-2 majority of the Supreme Court held the issue 
was beyond their province. 

• 

3. The Israeli Supreme Court is 1nuch 111ore power
ful than the United States Supreme Court. In the Unit
ed States, on!y an infinitesi1nal percentage of cases 
ever wend their laborious way to the Supre1ne Court. 
In Israel, by contrast, a!n1ost any citizen with a com
plaint about the action of any governinent official or 
body will be able to attain a hearing frmn theSupren1e 
Court !1nn1ediately. Jn such cases, the Supreme Court 
is not a court of last resort but has primary juris
diction, and that jurisdiction is not discretion;iry, as 
is that of the United States Supreme Court.Asa con
sequence, an Israeli Supreme Court bent on sl-rnping 
society in a particular fashion will have the necessary 
means to do so. Given the slowness of the Knesset 
]aw-making procedures, even if the Knesset were 
inclined to do so, it could "correct" the Supreme Court 
in only a small percentage of cases. 

The Jewish Observer, November 1996 

ernment to its test of reasonableness, he 
wrote, the Supreme Court risks trans
forming the rule of law into the rule of 
the judge. 

The Supreme Court justices have ren
dered themselves particularly suscepti
ble to the charge that they view them
selves as Platonic guardians over the 
majority of the population.' As pro
fessor Shlomo Avineri, former director 
general of the Foreign Ministry, wrote 

4. To note that there is an inherent tension bt'tween 
judicial view and representative governn1ent is not 
to suggest that religious Jews are best served by unfet
tered majority rule. The Free Exercise Clause of the 
United States Constitution has, for instance, often 
served as a bulwark for the protection of religious 
minorities. See, for instance, Sherbert vs. Verner, 377 
U.S. 398 ( 1963) (state 1nay not deny unen1ployment 
benefits to S;ibbath observers for refusing to accept 
jobs requiring Sabbath work). 

Religious Jews in Israel, however, are not a 
powerless minority, and it would be hard to find a 
single instance in which the Supreme Court has pro
tected the religious rights of the Orthodox popu
lation from encroachn1ent by the Knesset. 

5. Even when the Israeli Supreme Court relies on 
one of the techniques available to courts that wish 
to avoid ruling on a particular substantive issue, it 
does so in such a way as to lend credence to fears 
that it is pursuing a conscious political agenda rather 
than exercising judicial restraint. Thus the Supreme 
Court refused to ht'ar a suit against the Antiquity 
Authority to prevent digging at an ancient gravesite, 

recently, the Supreme Court has by its 
attempts "to resolve every conflict of val
ues over which there is legitimate argu-
1nent" created a situation in which "a not 
insubstantial portion of the public has 
con1e to view the Supren1e Court as an 
enemy and not a neutral arbiter." 

II, FOCUS ON THE BAR !LAN DECISION 

T
he Supreme Court's Bar Ilan 
decision was a classic illustration 
of its judicial overreaching. The 

Supreme Court showed no deference to 
the Supervisor of Traffic's decision to 
close the street during times of prayer. 
And then it went on to fashion an extra
ordinary remedy-the appointment of 
a blue-ribbon commission to study and 
1nake recommendations concerning 
the issue of Shabbos street closings 
throughout the country-that went 
far beyond deciding the specific case 
before it. In general, administrative 
decisions by the official charged with 
making them are presumed to be valid 
provided they are not shown to be arbi
trary and capricious. That is especially 
true where no fundamental right is 
involved.~ As long as the relevant factors 
have been weighed by the decision
maker, there is little basis for finding his 

in which petitioner presented proof that the Antiq
uities Authority had deliberately misrepresented the 
n;iture of the site, on the grounds that plaintiff had 
not exhausted his other re1nedies by first present
ing its con1plaint to the defendant. When plaintiff's 
attorney protested that he had been one of the plain
tiffs in the suit to force Prime Minister Rabin to dis
miss Interior Minister Aryeh Der! and that peti
tioners had not been required to first present their 
complaints to the Prin1e l\.1inister, he w;is told blunt
ly by the presiding just ice, ''That is ;it our discretion:' 
In a similar case, when a preli1ninary injunction was 
sought against the building of Israeli Army head
quarters on land in which Iraqi soldiers in the VVar 
of Independence were buried, on the grounds that 
building would heighten Arab animosity towards 
lsrael around the world, the Supreme Court found 
no infirmity to ruling favorably on plaintiff's pt>ti
tion, although it would have been easy to find that 
plaintiffs had no standing. 

6. There is dearly no fund·.imenta! right to travel on 
a particular street at a particular tin1e, especial!ywhen 
nu1nerous alternate routes are available. If there were, 
the Supreme Court would be faced with suits every 
time a new traffic sign was installed, or a street 
became one-way, or streets were closed for the motor
cade of visiting dignitaries. The two largest streets 
in Tel Aviv are dosed on Shabbos to create a pedes
trian maU, although that closure certainly forces more 

7 



decision arbitrary or capricious, even 
though that weighing will inevitably 
depend to a large extent on the politi
cal orientation of the decision-maker. 

In his questioning of the Supervisor 
of Traffic, Justice Barak asked why he 
had taken a different position on the 
issue under the previous Labor-led 
government.7 Justice Barak's question 
misses the point entirely, and reveals the 
extent to which he felt himself free to 
substitute his judgment of reasonable
ness for that of the Supervisor of Traf
fic. What had changed was obviously the 
government. Not surprisingly, the new 
government, with three religious parties 
in the governing coalition, gave more 
weight to the interest of those living 
adjacent to Bar Ilan in a quiet Shabbos, 
while the previous government, in 
which Meretz was the primary coalition 
partner, gave more weight to the inter
est of those vvho would norn1allv drive 
on Bar !Ian on Shabbos. That di,fferent 
weighting is what democratic politics 
is all about. There is no objective stan
dard, apart from ha/acha, to weigh the 
various interests, and thus neither the 
Supervisor of Traffic's earlier decision or 
his subsequent one can be considered 
arbitrary. 

In issuing its injunction against the 
closure of Bar Ilan, the Supreme Court 
substituted its views of the reasonable
ness of that closure for that of the offi
cial who had been entrusted with mak
ing the decision by the Knesset. Even 
more remarkable than the Supreme 
Court's failure to give presumptive 
validity to the decision to the Supervi
sor of Traffic, was its departure from the 
narrow confines of the case in requir
ing the Minister of Transportation to 
appoint a commission to study the issue 
in all its ramifications. 

drivers to find an alternate routes than would the 
dosing of Bar Ilan. The onlv difference is that the 
Tel Aviv closings are 1notivaled by the commercial 
interests of businesses on Dizengoff and Allenby, 
not by the interest of religious Jews in a peaceful 
Shabbos. 

7. The Supervisor of Traffic replied that he bad relied 
on the findings of the Sturm Comn1ission appoint
ed by Jerusalem mayor Ehud Olmert, and had also 
been influenced by President Ezer Weizman's 
request that a compromise solution be found. 

8 

• 
In the Meo/real case, striking down an 

administrative regulation preventing the 

importation of non-kosher meat, Justice Barak 

wrote, "Israel is a democracy not a theocracy," 

which prompted Maariv columnist Nachum 

Borneo to quip in return, "We don't have a 

theocracy we have a Supreme Courtocracy." 

The broad policy-making needed to 
address a particular issue in all its aspects 
is properly left to the non-judicial 
branches, which have explicit rule
making authority. Judicial decision
making, by contrast, always arises out of 
the concrete case and controversy before 
the court. Yet throughout his question
ing, Justice Barak showed that the spe
cific controversy on Bar Ilan was of only 
tangential concern to him. He asked 
repeatedly: "\/\'here will the limit be?""If 
we close Bar-Ilan, what next?R Despite 
its lack of power to legislate, the 
Supreme Court not only mandated the 
formation of a blue-ribbon panel but 
also retained for itself the right to review 
the resonab!eness of those findings. 

Ill. JUSTICE BARAK'S THEORIES OF 
JUDICIAL REVIEW 

T
here is little question that Justice 
Barak is the dominant figure on 
the Israeli Supreme Court, both 

by virtue of his position as President of 
the Court and by virtue of his outspo
ken defense of broad judicial discretion. 
His writings provide the clearest view of 
the philosophy guiding the current 

-----------------
B. Justice Barak's concerns on this point are son1c
what difficult to fathon1. Street closings on Shab
bos are commonplace throughout Israel. Yet 
nowhere has a street been closed that does not run 
through an overwheln1ingly religious neighborhood. 
Whatever political power the religious parties 
have, they certainly do not have the power to close 
streets in non-religious neighborhoods, nor has it 
ever occurred to thein that they do. 

• Supreme Court in its exercise of judi
cial review. 

What the Judge Ate for Breakfast 

The American Legal Realists, 
whom Justice Barak quotes 
admiringly, stressed the in1por

tance of subjective factors, including 
what the judge ate for breakfast, for any 
true understanding of judicial decision
making. Justice Barak does not deny the 
large dollop of subjectivity in a judge's 
decision. Whenever a judge is con
fronted with a case requiring the exer
cise of his judicial discretion, he writes, 
his view of the greater reasonableness of 
one decision over another will be 
"determined by !his] worldview,"which 
is itself a product of"his education, per
sonality, and emotional makeup" (Judi
cial Discretion,pp. 120-121 ). 

That does not mean, of course, that 
the judge is free to impose his own vision 
of a just society in making his decision. 
Rather he must attempt to find the "fun
damental values" of his society, even 
when they conflict with his private 
conception of what is good and benefi
cial (p. 125). Concerning the manner in 
which the judge is to extract the "fun
damental values" of his society, Justice 
Barak has almost nothing to say. But he 
does stress frequently the standard by 
which his judgment will be evaluated: He 
must be "faithful to the views of the 
enlightened population in whose midst 
hesits"(pp.126, 131) (emphasis added). 

The Jewish Observer, November 1996 



~fhat standard, however, reintro
duces the judge's subjectivity and per
sonal worldvie\v into the deliberations 
through the back window. Justice Barak 
cheerfully admits that just as when the 
judge applies the tort law's "reasonable 
man" standard he typically thinks of 
hin1self, so, too, in detennining the 
views of the "enlightened population," 
the judge will frequently look no fur
ther than himself, whom he assumes to 
be an archtypical representative of 
enlightenment. 

The "enlightened population" is for 
Justice Barak an elite group.9 In enu
merating those with whose evaluations 
the judge must be particularly con
cerned, Justice Barak enumerates a list 
of elites-legislators, fellow judges, 
lawyers, and law professors-and then 
adds a final category, "the enlightened 
public" (pp. 207-208). The views of the 
"enlightened public" arc relevant not just 
when there is a broad societal consen
sus. They arc to guide the judge in 
resolving the rnost basic issues of val
ues dividing society. \Vhcn, for instance, 
in the eyes of the judge the definition 
of Israel as a "Jewish state" cannot be rec
onciled \Vi th its definition as a "detnoc
racy;' it is the views of the "enlightened 
public" which, according to Justice 
Barak, allow a judge to find his way. 

Clearly, the determination of society's 
fundamental values according to the 
"views common an1ong the enlightened 
public" imposes few, if any, constraints 
upon the judge who secs himself as a 
member of that "enlightened public:' 
But Justice Barak goes even further. No 
legal system is static, he observes, and 
therefore the judge "must so1neti1nes 
depart the confines of his legal system 
to channel into it fundamental values 
that are not yet found in it. This is per
mitted .... The judge is entitled to enrich 

9. The st:lndard itself is Oorrowcd from an opinion 
by one of Justice Barak\ predecessors as President 
of the Supre1ne Court, Justice i\1oshe Lanch1u. But 
Justice B<1rak gives a radically different twist to the 
meaning of "the views of the enlightened popuh1-
tion." By the "enlightened population," Justice Lin
dau means a broad social consensus, and the views 
of that population are, in his opinion, only relevant 
when it is dear to the court th<it genuine differences 
of opinion do not prevail an1ong the public. 

The Jewish Observer, November 1996 

his legal systen1 \vith funda1nental val
ues that have not yet been accorded judi
cial recognition" (pp. 158). 

Such selective enrichment is appar
ently what Justice Barak was engaged in 
when he ignored the definition of 
"spouse" in every lavv to be found in the 
Israeli statute books, and decided that 
hon1osexual partners are spouses 
according to more "modern" concep
tions of the tern1. That case raises stark
ly the question: What is to prevent a 
judge for whom the post-Zionist soci
ety envisioned by Meretz is the \vave of 
the future from hurrying the advent of 
that society along, despite its rejection 
at the polls? 

• 

millennia. When he and his colleagues 
refer to "Jewish values," they do so in 
such broad terms-justice, morality
that they have no trouble reading into 
these terms their O\VD vie\VS. 

The recently enacted Basic La\\'s 10 to 
which Justice Barak has ascribed con
stitutional status, state explicitly that their 
purpose is to establish the values of the 
State of Israel as "a Jewish state and a 
democracy." Though Justice Barak has in 
numerous opinions spelled out his con
ception of the term "democracy;' the 
meaning of a "Jewish state" has received 
no similar consideration-perhaps 
because it is no longer relevant to the 
most "enlightened" segments of the 

W hen in the eyes of the iudge the definition 

of Israel as a "Jewish state" cannot be 

reconciled with its definition as a "democracy," it 

is the views of the "enligntened public" which, 

according to Justice Barak, allow a iudge to find 

his way. 

• 
Who Is Enlightened? 

The story is told of a father who 
boasted to Moses Mendelssohn 
that his son was a prodigy in phi

losophy. When Mendelssohn inquired as 
to the proof of the boy's prowess, the 
proud father replied that he had not put 
on tefillin in three months. One cannot 
escape the impression that si1nilarly for 
Justice Barak and his colleagues, 
"enlightenment" is by definition in 
inverse proportion to religious beliefs. 
In weighing considerations of public 
policy, justice Barak writes, the judge 
must connect "the specific rules of the 
legal systen1 and the center of its spiri
tual life" (p. 145) Yet one could look in 
vain through his voluminous opinions 
for citations to the sources at the cen
ter of Jewish spiritual life throughout the 

population. But the ]e\vish character of 
the State is not irrelevant to the major
ity of the population today, as the last 
elections demonstrate. Hoy.,r, then, can 
one who purports to seek out the "fun
damental values" of this society pay such 
scant attPntion to its Je\vish component? 

That question raises an even more 
basic one. If the assessn1cnt of the "fun
damental values" is so subjective, why 
should we prefer the assessment of 
those "fundamental values" of the 
least representative branch of govern
ment, the Supreme Court, to that of the 
Knesset or executive branch, which rep
resent a much broader cross-section of 
the population? As a sociological mat-

I 0. In J 992, the Knesset passed two Bask Laws, one 
entitled The Dignity of l\1an and His Freedom and 
the other Freedom of Enterprise. 

9 



ter, the unrepresentative nature of the 
Supreme Court is unquestioned. In the 
early years of the State, there was always 
one religious judge out of the six jus
tices on the Court, and one or two oth
ers who were "traditional" in outlook. 
The Court has since grown to fifteen 
justices, but the number of religious 
justices has held steady at one. (By con
trast, approximately a fourth of Knes
set members are religious.) 

Every study of religious identity in 
Israel shows that religious observance 

10 
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drops sharply with rising education. The 
implications of this finding are highly 
relevant to evaluating the Supreme 
Court's decision-making with respect to 
religious issues. The justices have no 
trouble identifying the interest of par
ties who are prevented from doing 
something they want because of a 
halachic rule that remains imbedded in 
the Israeli legal system. But many of 
them are so cut off from any authentic 
Jewish experience that they cannot 
even identify the interests on the other 
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side. How, for instance, can a judge who 
has never even experienced a Shabbos 
appreciate the interest of Bar Jlan resi
dents in quiet streets? When the 
Supreme Court ordered a burial society 
to bury in a Jewish cemetery a non-Jew
ish immigrant, it could not even fath
om that many of the Jews buried there 
would never have allowed themselves to 
be buried in a cemetery with non-Jews 
and had therefore been seriously 
wronged by the Supreme Court's deci
sion. Similarly, the Supreme Court can 
easily appreciate the interest in "freedom 
of conscience" of the Women at the Wall, 
who seek to make a non-traditional 
minyan there. But what can the justices 
understand of the kedushas hamakom 
(the holiness of the place), which is 
destroyed by such services? Yet the aver
age non-religious Israeli who visits the 
Kosel does so in order to feel part of his 
people's history from the time the 
Temple stood. He no more wants the 
Kosel to become a place for the show
casing of modern values than ( lehavdil) 
a lapsed Italian Catholic wants the Ital
ian Supreme Court to interfere with the 
religious rites in the Vatican. 11 

Democracy Redefined 

T
o the charge that the broad dis
cretion he would accord the 
Supreme Court has, in effect, ele

vated the justices to the status of Platonic 
Guardians of the unenlightened ele
ments of the citizenry, justice Barak 
responds that democracy means much 
more than just majority rule. When a 
Court strikes down a piece oflegislation 
or overrules a decision of the executive 
branch, there is no necessary tension 

(Continued on page 12) 

11. The estrangement from traditional Judaism of 
most justices can also result in uneven treatn1ent of 
religious parties appearing before then1. Perhaps the 
most egregious recent example was Justice Dorner's 
sustaining of the decision of the Jerusalem District 
Court, which granted the police's unprecedented 
request for the incarceration pending trial of a 13· 
year-old boy charged with throwing stones during 
d<"monstrations on Bar Ilan, even though the boy 
denied the charge and had no criminal record. VVhile 
this 13-year-old languished in jail, police in Ashdod 
did not request pre-trial detention of a 17-year-old 
accused of assaulting yeshiva students, who had a 
previous record of assault with a deadly weapon. 

····-----··--··------------------------------
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CIVIL LIBERTARIANS 
AGAINST ·c1v1L 

LIBERTIES 
·A·.· .. ·.·.· .. . ·.~. r.e. liabfe as .Old .... Faithf~I, .th.e 

Israeli media can be counted 
on to erupt every few l)lOnths 

or so in some furious outpouring of 
wrath directed. at the Chareidi com
munity:The latestoccasion.of outrage 
was. a s.eri~s of editorials highly criti
cal of Justice Aharon Barak, Presidimt 
of the Israeli Suprem~ Court, that 
appellred. in. the ·religious press· fol
lowing .the Supreme Court's decision 
to m~lntail) its inju~ction against the 
dosing of Bar Han Street on Shabbos. 

The editorial that attracted. the 
m6stattention was an .opinion piece 
by Chai.m Walder, hitherto best 
known ~ the author oh chftrming.set 
of children'> books entitled KidSpeak, 
which began: 

'.'A dar1gerolis enemy hasrisen against 
the religious and. Chareidi public .••• He 
sits in 011 ivory tower. immune. to .the 
authority -O{the irewly electe<i government 
... Democracy has been stolen in favor 
of a new dictator--Ahar<m Barak." 

The. reaction was swift aod furious. 
Legal commentator Moshe Negbi, 
Writing in Maarlv, called for the imme• 
diate closure pf Yated Ne'eman on the 
grourids that its editorial cPnstituted 
a '.'tlear and imminent danger of incite· 
men~' Main st B'1rak's life, That view 
was ediPed by the Jerusalem Post's 
Allen Shapiro, wh() argued that pub· 
lication of Yated Ne'eman should be 
suspended immediately, as its edito
rials werE! "likely .to endanger public 

* That concern with chilling freedom of the press did 
not prevent Shulamit Aloni, founder of the Citizens 
Rights Movement, from bringing a libel suit against 
Hamachane Hachareidi for labelling her an "anti
Semite." Though the characterization revolved com
pletely around one's definition of anti-Semite, and 
thus could not be said to be true or false, Aloni won 
a very large judg1nent against the paper. Yet when 
former Supreme Court Justice Chaim Cohen said at 
an international legal conference that through a clas
sic Talmudic rule regarding n1arital laws, "the Nazi's 
Nuremberg racial principles have become the law of 
the State of Israel," a suit for group defamation was 
thrown out by the Israeli Supreme Court on the 
grounds that his remarks were made in an academ
ic discussion and not in an insulting fashion. 
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peace given ... the public to which they 
are directed" (emphasis added), Both 
commentators implicitly argued that 
the readership of the Chareidi press 
constitute some uniquely violence
prone group; likely to resort to assas· 
ination at the drop pf a hat. Demands 
for Yated's closure were also heard 
frorn the left•wing Meretz party, and 
an entire Knesset session was devot:.. 
ed to condemnations of Yated,with 
pPllticians across the political spec
trum joining in. D.an Meridor, Finance 
Minister in the Likud·led government, 
was one of the most vociferous, Yated's 
editorials, he said, constituted "terri· 
ble and awful incitement aimed at 
damaging society's bask values:' 

·1 nt .. e· r.estingly, among those calling 
most vociferously for Y ated's do
sure were Meretz and Labor Knes· 

set members, who present themselves 
as the leading champiPns of civil lib· 
e.rti.es. Yet even a cursory perusal.pf 
the leading American cases dealing · 
with freedom of the press-which are 
usually the model for Israeli civil llb
ertarians-shPuld have revealed the 
grave threat that closing Yated would 
have posed to freedom pf the press. 

Jn Sullivan vs.TheNewYorkTimes,the 
United States Supreme Court made 
it at.most imppssibfe.for a public fig
ure to win a libel suit lest the threat 
of such s.uits stifle press criticism.And 
in The Pentagon Papers case, involving 
highly classified material, th~ Supreme 
Court ruled that only the clearest 
showing of imminent threat to nation
al security could justify prior restraints 
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on the press. 
To claim that Chaim Walder or any 

other editorialist in the religious 
press had .created any such dear.and 
present danger or was engaged in 
incitem<int to violence was absurd.Just 
a week earlier, Walder described the 
few stone throwers in the Bar tlan 
confrontation as "the greatest menace 
to a just cause:' and demanded that 
the community uproPt this pois6nous 
roPt from its midst and physically 
restrain. the stone-throwers. 

PPlitical assassination and fratricide 
have been part of Zionist politics from 
the assassinatic>n of Professor Yaakov 
Yisrael DeHaan, a spokesman for the 
old yishuv, to the murder of Prime Min
ister Rabin, but the Chareidi commu
nity has never been tainted. In the many 
bitter politicftl struggles in which the 
Chareidi community has been engaged 
since the founding of the S1a1:e-autop
sies, the drafting of women, and des· 
ecration of -an-cient gravesiteS~io• 
Jenee against persons has never been 
Pne of .its tools.The gedoleiYisroel have 
con~istl!ntly denounced the use pf any 
form of violence. 

The calls by Meretz for the closure 
of Ydted, like .Shulamit Alon.i's call for 
the closure pf Barllan University in 
the wake of the Rabin assasslnatl6n, 
thus raise serious questions about the 
integrity. of Israeli civil liber.tarlans. 
When Pther means appear more like· 
ly to ad.van.ce. th.eir overriding goal pf 
a completely secular state, they 
appear ready to sacrifice civil. liber
ties to that goal. 

·~··MALOHN l=il MIFAL 
VISITING l\IEW Y0RK1'1 

Beautiful . rooms. with·. kitchen 
facilities, in heatt of Boro Parl< 
by day or week Near Shuls; 
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with the democratic value of majority 
rule, says Justice Barak, because "democ
racy is not just majority rule. It is the 
realization of fundamental rights, such 
as basic human rights" (Ibid., p. 195). 

In a very limited sense, Justice Barak 
is correct. Representative government 
implies at a minimum freedom of 
political speech. Beyond that, however, 
the various democracies around the 
world differ markedly from one anoth
er not only in their system of internal 
checks and balances but in their enu
meration of various individual liberties 
and their interpretation of the scope of 
those rights. The basic sine qua non of 
representative goverments remains that 
the law-making power is given to the 
legislature or its delegatees. 

Justice Barak's confusion of the pro
cedures by which a particular polity 
arrives at its laws and the content of those 
laws leads him into serious analytic con
fusion, though it is hard to say whether 
the confusion is deliberate or not. Thus 
in the Mealreal case, 11 striking down an 
administrative regulation preventing 
the importation of non-kosher meat, Jus
tice Barak wrote, "Israel is a democracy 
not a theocracy," which prompted 
Maariv columnist Nachum Barnea to 
quip in return, "We don't have a theoc
racy we have a Supreme Courtocracy." 

12. Justice Rarak based himself on the Basic Law of 
Freedom of Enterprise in striking down the regu
lation in question. To do so, he was forced to ignore 
the legislative history surrounding enactment of the 
Basic L1w. That Basic Law was supported by a num~ 
ber of Knesset representatives from the religious par
ties, who would certainly never have voted for a Jaw 
that changed the consistent public policy against the 
import of non-kosher meat. 

Even before the enactment of the Basic Law, 
the Supreme Court had found ways to vitiate even 
Knesset legislation aimed at limiting the distribu
tion of pork. After a series of Supreme Court deci
sions ruling that municipalities lack the authority 
to ban the distribution of pork products, the Knes
set passed a law banning the raising of pigs except 
by zoos and institutions of science. In response, Kib
butz Lahav, the major Israeli producer of pork prod
ucts, restyled itself as an institute for the study of 
livestock. When the Interior Ministry refused to rec
ognize the kibbutz pigsty as a scientific institute, the 
kibbutz petioned the Supreme Court, and supported 
their petition with the testiinony of tbe head of the 
"League Against Religious Coercion." Though the 
kibbutz continued to produce pork for the com
mercial market, the Supreme Court nevertheless 
found that it was a scientific institute, thereby com
pletely depriving the Knesset law of any force. 

12 

On its face, Justice Barak's statement 
is barely comprehensible: What is theo
cratic about an administrative regula
tion enacted by the Ministry given the 
authority to do so by the Knesset and 
which no Knesset in more than forty 
years acted to change? Justice Barak 
seemed to be saying that any legal rule 
that derives its inspiration from the tra
ditional religious beliefs of the Jewish 
people is by virtue of that inspiration 
"theocratic" and therefore "undemoc
ratic." Followed to its logical conclusion, 
this argument would mean that any leg
islation supported by the religious pub
lic or those whose opinions are shaped 
by classical Jewish sources is inherent
ly suspect. In effect, religious and tra
ditional Jews would be disenfranchised, 
and all in the name of democracy. 

In a sense, Justice Barak's confusion 
about the meaning of theocracy is 
closely connected to his low opinion of 
the Israeli Knesset. The issue of how 
much discretion a court should be given 
to strike down the laws of a democrat
ically elected parliament has much to do, 
he says, with whom one trusts more to 
protect the society's fundamental values, 
the legislature or the courts. He leaves 
no doubt where he comes out on this 
question: "One has a strong suspi
cion-based on reality-that in its 
haste to attain short-term political 
goals, the legislature will harm funda
mental democratic values" (Ibid., p. 
200). He does not supply examples of 
that reality. I) In his dismissive attitude 
toward the Knesset, Justice Barak echoes 
his predecessor on the Supreme Court, 
Justice Chaim Cohen, who when asked 
for his opinion of a proposal that the 
Knesset approve Supreme Court 
appointments, answered, "If we had a 
Knesset worthy of the name, we might 
have to consider such a proposal." 

One suspects that the principal 

13. Justice Moshe Landau, retired President of the 
Supreme Court, utterly rejected Justice Barak's claims 
on this point. "I do not know of a single law adopt
ed by the Knesset until now that could be described 
fas oppression of the minority]," he wrote recent
ly. "Much more frequently, it seems to me, the oppo~ 
site is true, and that members of the political minor
ity see judicial review as a 'second chance' to overturn 
the decision of the majority." 

• 
I f the assessment of the 

"fundamental values" 

is so subjective, why 

should we prefer the 

assessment of those 

"fundamental values" of 

the least representative 

branch of government, 

the Supreme Court, to 

that of the Knesset or 

executive branch, 

which represent a much 

broader cross-section of 

the population? 

• objection of these gentlemen to the 
Knesset is that they view religious par
ties as having too much power, which, 
according to their view, casts the pall of 
theocracy over its precedings. But the 
form of representative government a 
people choose for themselves-in this 
case, one modelled on that of most 
European democracies-is surely one of 
those "fundamental values" that Justice 
Barak assures us he and his colleagues 
are best qualified to protect. 

Does Israel Have a Constitution? 

J
ustice Barak claims that the two 
Basic Laws enacted in 1992 are part 
of an embryonic constitution and 

give the Supreme Court the authority to 
strike down Knesset legislation. Now at 
last, in Justice Barak's view, Supreme 
Court justices can perform in an unfet
tered fashion the function he claimed for 
them in Judicial Discretion: protecting 
the society from itself by resisting the 
mood of the hour and "effectuat[ ing] 
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the fundamental values ... that are 
accepted by the enlightened public in 
whose midst [they sit]" (p. 130). 

members even voted on the final read
ing of the bill.,; Finally, the legislative 
history shows that the bill's sponsors 
deliberately limited themselves to those 
rights upon which there was a wide con
sensus-privacy, right of contract, and 
freedom of travel to and from Israel. 

The claim that Israel now has a for
mal constitution is unwarranted. There 
is even less basis for Justice Barak's more 
dangerous claim that under the rubric 
"The Dignity of Man;' the Knesset 
intended to create a wide array of"par
ticular rights without name:' Sponsors 
of the Basic Law" Concerning the Dig
nity of Man and His Freedom explicit
ly represented to the Knesset that they 
did not intend to confer on the Supreme 
Court power to strike down Knesset 

laws. Nothing in the text of the law, 
which takes up less than a column in the 
statute books, proclaims it the supreme 
law of the land-in fact, Section l 0 
explicitly maintains all previously enact
ed laws in force-or confers any new 
power on the Supreme Court. Nor was 
the Basic Law enacted with any of the 
formality one would expect to surround 
a major change in Israel's constitution
al structure. Less than half the Knesset 

14. A Basic Law differs froin other legislation prin
cipally in that it can only be revoked by a vote of 
the n1ajority of Knesset members, not just the major
ity 1naking up a quorum. 

15. Co1npare the months of deliberations leading 
up to the drafting of the United States Constitution, 
whkh were followed by extensive debates over rat
ification in every state. The Federalist Papers, the 
greatest work of An1erican political philosophy, was 
a product of those debates. 
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IV. THREAT TO THE STATUS QUO 

T
he failure to enact a constitution 
in the early days of the State was 
not a mere oversight. It was an act 

of creative ambiguity by the founders 
who recognized that on issues touching 
on religion there were among the pop
ulation two fundamentally irreconcili
able worldviews. The attempt to enun
ciate a formal constitution, it was felt, 
would inevitably involve the choice of 
one worldview over another and with 
that choice the permanent estrangement 
of a large percentage of the population. 

Like the religious Status Quo Agree
ment, which goes back to the days just 
prior to the establishment of the State, 
the decision not to enact a formal con
stitution was an attempt to find a 
modus vivendi for a deeply divided coun
try. In the years following, tension 
between different segments of society 
has always been present, and at times 
intense, and yet the State has fumbled 
through. In large part, this is due to the 
fact that any piece of legislation, 
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• 
How, for instance, 

can a judge who 

has never even 

experienced a Shabbos 

appreciate the interest 

of Bar lion residents 1n 

quiet streets? 

• 
whether perceived as pro-religious or 
anti-religious, was at least enacted by a 
Knesset in which all parties were rep
resented and could be repealed by a sub
sequent legislation. 

Today, the Supreme Court, under Jus
tice Barak, would institute a constitu
tional regime in Israel, with the 
Supreme Court as the ultimate arbiter 
of societal values; it would make explic
it all that has until now been deliberately 
left vague. Such a path poses a serious 
threat to Israel's delicate social fabric. 
And that threat is only exacerbated, the 
clearer it becomes that the worldview of 
many of the Court's members has lit
tle in common with that of the major-

ity of Israel's citizens. 
In recent years, the question has been 

increasingly asked with respect to the 
Supreme Court: Who will guard the 
guardians? As Justice Landau has writ-
ten, 

"[Whatever the failings of repre
sentative government], the remedy will 
not be found in establishing an oli
garchical regime of a group of peo
ple-no matter how smart and wise 
and honest they may be-who will be 
authorized to strike down words of the 
public representatives in matters of 
law-making, without being brought to 
account to the public from time to 
time in elections." 
Plans have been advanced in the 

Knesset, the press, and academia to rein 
in the Supreme Court, including Knes
set approval of judicial appointments 
and more explicit definition of the 
Supreme Court's jurisdiction. 16 The 
fact remains, however, as long as it is 
primarily the religious whose ox is per
ceived as being gored, those on the polit
ical Left, who depend on the Supreme 
Court to enact their agenda, will con
tinue to successfully wrap themselves in 
the mantle of protecting one of society's 
basic institutions-an independent 
judiciary. • 

16. Justice Moshe Landau recently called upon the 
Knesset not to shirk its responsibility and to enact 
in explicit language a law denying the Supreme Court 
the authority to invalidate Knesset laws. 
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Rabbi Avrohom Stone 

Beachhead 

T
he battle to conquer the Russian 
city of Saratov began in earnest 
in the fall of 1995. It continues to 

this day. 
Enduring tremendous deprivation, 

those waging the battle face almost 
insurmountable odds. At times, they 
cannot shower for weeks due to a lack 
of hot water. Bread is only available one 
day out of seven. Most of their efforts 
can only be attempted during a few 
short weeks of the year. But the great
est challenge lies in the numbers. For 
while there are 7000 Jews in this city of 
1.5 million, the troops number far less. 
In fact, there are only three. 

The renaissance of the Saratov Jew
ish community is an ongoing saga of 
spiritual vision, hope and, above all, 
mesiras nefesh. And much of the credit 
for this revolution goes to three unas
suming Americans in their early twen
ties, whose combination of Torah, heart 

Rabbi A~~ohom Stone, Rav of CongregatTo;Qh; 
Torah of West Orange, NJ, was a member of the Kol
le! ofBais Medrash Gavoha {Lakewood) for fifteen 
years. A published author, his "It Almost Paid to 
Wait" was featured in JO, Mar.'95; he is currently 
working on a biography of Rabbi Melech Silver 'r~. 
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and ruach alone are overturning the 
effects of 70 years of imposed secular
ism and communism. Together with 
Rabbi Naftali Cukier's efforts on behalf 
of the Vaad Lhatzolos Nidchei Yisroel
a Torah rescue effort founded by, and 
affiliated with, Agudath Israel of Amer
ica- they have pierced the spiritual 
darkness lowered by the Red regime with 
the brilliant light of Torah and mitzvos. 

Saratov lies deep in the Russian 
heartland, 700 miles southeast of 
Moscow) on the Volga River. It once was 
the home of a thriving Jewish commu
nity; its last Rav, Rabbi Yaakov Moshe 
Sapir, was forced to flee in 1925 under 
pressure from the Bolsheviks. The gov
ernment quickly closed down all of the 
shuls in the city, but one. This tiny syn
agogue, located on a side street, was the 
only facility left to serve a small vestige 
of the elderly Jewish population for the 
last fifty years. 

By the summer of 1993, the com
munity had almost completely faded 
away. The mikvah had sat unused, in dis
repair for half a century. A minyan on 
Shabbos morning was never more than 

• in 
Sarato1 

For the first time i11 years: Torah 
reading in Saratov shul 

an uncertainty. The average age of 
those who did sporadically attend was 
76. It was almost time to say a final Kad
dish for the Jewish community of Sara
tov. And then, in 1993, Igor and Lena 
went to the dacha. 

IGOR AND LENA AT THE DACHA 

I
gor is a biochemist by trade. An 
intellectual in his twenties, he typi
fies the young Jewish Russian that 

the Vaad targets for its dacha programs.' 
Having read an advertisement offering 
classes in English language and Judaic 
studies, he took his wife, Lena, and their 
young child to the Vaad's summer 
dacha outside of Moscow. Now in its 
tenth year, this eight-week program is 
run each summer under the supervision 
of Rabbi Cukier. Involving 25 yeshiva 
bachurim, along with a few kollel cou
ples, the dacha offers an intensive pro
gram of Hebrew language, Chumash and 
hashkafa (Torah ideology). 

Igor took to the seminar immediate
ly. After just two days, he was reading 
Hebrew. Two weeks found him deeply 
involved in the study of Chumash and 

'Rabbi Mordechai Neustadt, who heads the Vaad, 
had reported to an internal meeting at the nation
al headquarters of Agudath Israel on the need for 
such an undertaking. The Agudah staff responded 
by contributing seed money to launch the first dacha. 
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Rashi. By the end of the four weeks that 
he was there, Igor was fairly well-versed 
in basic hashkafa and committed to lead
ing a life of'forah and mitzva observance. 
In this respect, he was similar to most of 
the seminar attendees. But in one major 
aspect he was very different. 

Although the goal of the Vaad's 
seminars has always been to send its 
graduates back to their home commu
nities to share the knowledge they 
gained with their fellow Jewish citizens, 
this has seldom occurred. Most of 
those attracted to the dacha are young 
and single. They are strangers to the local 
shu/, and they have no contacts in the 
Jewish community. After being exposed 
to their first taste of Judaism, they thirst 
for more knowledge. Since they are sin
gle, they can often leave their jobs or 
studies to attend a yeshiva or the Beis 
Yaakov in Moscow, which were orga
nized to cater to their needs. Igor, how
ever, was different. He was an estab
lished member of the Saratov Jewish 
community with a family and a job. He 
definitely would be returning to Sara
tov after the seminar. Calling Igor aside 
Rabbi Cukier made him a proposition. 
Would he be willing to get more 
involved? Ifhe would agree to leave his 
position as a biochemist and sign on 
with the Vaad full time, the Vaad would 
pay his salary and fund two programs: 
creation of a library of tapes and books 

Saratov Talmud Torah children, with parents. 

on Judaism in Russian, and establish
ment of a Sunday school. Geared toward 
children 5-12 years old, the school 
would provide Igor and Lena with a for
mat for teaching the Torah and hashkafa 
they had learned to the Jewish children 
of Saratov. Igor agreed immediately. The 
battle for Saratov had begun. 

HIGHER HORIZONS FOR SARATOV 

U
pon his return home, Igor con
tacted friends and the elderly 
people in the shul and was able 

to enlist ten children for the Sunday 
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school. Despite his weak background 
and limited Torah knowledge, his 
enthusiasm for his work was contagious. 
He and his wife spent the year trans
mitting the Torah they had learned in 
the seminar. 

The spring of 1994 found the fami
ly in Eretz Yisroel, with Igor learning in 
Yeshivas Shvut Ami and his wife enrolled 
in the Russian program at Neve Yerusha
layim, both on three-month Vaad-fund
ed scholarships. During the summer, Igor 
started Gemora and Mishnayos, with a 
strong emphasis on hashkafa. The fam
ily returned to Russia in time to once 
again attend the dacha. 

At this point, the Vaad decided to 
increase the level of activity in Saratov 
over the coming year, establishing the 
equivalent of a night kollel. Offering 
stipends to people living in the Saratov 
environs to defer travel expenses, the 
new Saratov kol/el began to draw more 
than a minyan to its nightly seder and 
Maariv. The program consisted of Igor's 
lectures on Chumash and Rashi, Mish
nayos, Jewish history and hashkafa. 
The Sunday school grew to 25 and the 
effects of Igor and Lena's growth in 
Torah started to be reflected in remark
able success. 

Small numbers of the participants 
became committed to Torah, going off 
to yeshiva in Moscow and subsequent-
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ly to Eretz Yisroel. Jn addition, a few girls 
enrolled in the Russian Beis Yaakov in 
Ofakim, Beis Ulpana in Yerushalayim, 
and Neve Yerushalayim. The twice
yearly seminars outside Moscow (there 
is a minor program during the college 
winter intersession) started with 20 or 
more participants from Saratov. The 
battle had been engaged. It was time to 
call in the heavy artillery. 

UNLEASHING THE SECRET WEAPON 

T
he secret weapons in the conquest 
of Jewish Saratov are three rela
tively quiet American bachurin1 

who study in the Mirrer Yeshiva m 
Yerushalayim. Having volunteered to 

The shul in Saratov 

participate in the 1995 sumn1cr seminar, 
they assumed that they would return to 
their studies at the program's conclusion. 
But they were extremely devoted and 
effective. While certain that they would 
not stay for the year, Rabbi Cukier felt 
that they might be willing to spend Elul 
and the Ya1nim Nora'im in Russia. 

His hunch paid off. All three 

bachurim agreed. They would travel to 
Saratov and stay until after Succos. 
Hopefully, they would add a new, sig
nificant di1nension to the groundwork 
that Igor had laid over the past two years. 

Posters and signs were immediately 
printed to be hung throughout Saratov. 
"Three dynamic American students 
have arrived to teach courses in English 
and Hebrew language and Judaic stud
ies," they proclaimed. Everyone hoped 
that with siyata diShmaya the presence 
of the bachurim would enhance the pro
gram, but in effect, that was when the 
revolution began. 

Revolution: Perhaps no other term 
could more aptly depict the effect of 
these three bachurim on the Jews of 

Saratov. People read 
the advertisements 
and came to see what 
exactly was going on. 
Young fellows showed 
up, and stayed for the 
entire Shabbos. Even 
lack of beds did not 
stop them; they slept 
on the floor of the shul 
Friday night. 

The increased 
attendance on Shabbos 
resulted from "good 
old Yankee ingenuity" 
together with the 

bachuriln's desire to share the spirit of 
Shabbos with the entire community. 
They started to make large Shabbos 
meals in their apartment and invited the 
students to join in. Although the food 
they served was delicious-from the 
fresh cha/las they had baked themselves 
(the one time a week they had kosher 
bread) to the steaming hot cholent-the 

meal took second place to the divrei 
Torah and lively zemiros that the 
bachurim taught, and sang with their 
numerous guests. 

Motza'ei Shabboswas reserved for the 
children, who, in ever-increasing num
bers, would ascend the steps to the small 
apartment for Melave Malka. One of the 
bachurim, an amateur chazzan, taught 
the children niggunim. Before he left, 
his newfound Russian friends insisted 
he perform at a well-attended concert 
showcasing his cantorial skills. 

Torah, of course, was the centerpiece 
of all the bachurim's efforts, going on 24 
hours a day, in almost every form imag
inable. The bachurim were busy from the 
early daytime hours, studying with 
those who went to university at night, 
until late into the night, studying with 
those who attended university during 
the day. They learned one-on-one, one
on-five, and one-on-six or-seven. In 
addition, the bachurin1 gave numerous 
public shiurim, with Igor, now president 
of the shul, happily translating their wis
dom from Har Sinai into native Russ
ian. Everything was succeeding beyond 
anyone's wildest projection. But the 
biggest shock was yet to come. 

FEELING THE SHECHINA 

O
n the Yamim Nora'im of 5756 
(1995), the once empty shulwas 
filled to capacity. The four 

weeks of Elul with the bachurim had 
touched a point deep in the communal 
Jewish soul, unleashing cascades of 
hope and faith not dreamed of in three 
quarters of a century. Sitting together 
with the 15 or so regular High Holiday 
participants, the elderly men who for 50 
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years kept a glimmer of the embers of 
Yiddishkeit alive, were 50 young students 
who had come to warm their souls by 
the roaring fire of the eternal tradition 
of their forefathers. One of the bachurim 
served as the baa/ tefi/la, intoning time
less niggunim, while the others gave 
drashos that, translated into Russian by 
an emotional Igor, pierced the heart and 
moved the soul. 

After Mussa[ was completed, an 
elderly member of the community 
arose, a stalwart who had held fast dur
ing the dark days of tyranny and 
oppression. His eyes were brimming 
with tears. "This is the first time in my 
life," he declared, "that I have felt the 
presence of the Shechina here." 

MAINTAINING THE MOMENTUM 

A
decisive point in the campaign 
had been reached. Not wanting 
to lose a bit of the momentum, 

Rabbi Cukier recruited two people to 
leave for Saratov as soon as possible. 

One was a Russian bachur, a gradu
ate of the summer dacha, who had been 
learning in Lakewood at Yeshivas 
Mevasser Tov for Russians. The second 
was an American Yungerman with no 
apparent connection to either Russia or 
Saratov, only a willingness to help his fel
low Jews on a moment's notice. At least, 
it seemed that way. lt was only when he 

bid farewell to his maternal grand
mother that she mentioned that she was 
familiar with the city. As a matter of fact, 
she added, it was the last place in Rus
sia that her grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov 
Moshe Sapir, had served as Rabbi. 

Now the circle was being completed. 
Seventy years later, the great-great
grandson of the city's last Rav was 
returning to Saratov, a new generation 
of his family coming to serve a new gen
eration of Jews in the community. The 
Rav's descendant carried with him a gift 
from the lulav and esrog dealers in Lake
wood: the first sets of arba minnim to 
be seen and used in Saratov since the 
Rav had fled seven decades before. The 
two reinforcements arrived in time for 
Succos, and the gifts they brought were 
used throughout the holiday by over 50 
people. 

When Hoshana Rabba arrived, the 
Russians had looked forward to the 
mitzva of Hoshanos with great antici
pation. Much to everyone's dismay, a 
thorough search of Saratov did not 
uncover any willow trees. 1'he bachurim 
decided to take the group on a boat ride 
down the Volga River after davening, 
hoping that a trip for simchas Yam Tov 
would lift their spirits. As they cruised 
down the river, passing uninhabited 
islands so common in the Volga, they 
decided to stop off on one for a short 
rest. 'fhere, on the shore, were the most 
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elderly member of the 
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declared, "that I have 

felt the presence of the 

Shechina here." 

• 
beautiful aravos they had ever seen. 
Swiftly pulling out a pocketknife, one of 
the bachurim cut enough branches for 
all 35 people to perform the mitzva. 

Yiddishkeit had found a place on a 
remote island on the Volga River. In close 
to a year it would parade through the 
center of Saratov. 

The bachurim returned to Eretz Yis
roel after Simchas Torah, and the two 
tutors returned to Lakewood. They were 
not the only ones who departed. Ten 
young men, joined by a 13-year-old boy, 
were so inspired by the six weeks spent 
with the bachurim that they went off to 
Moscow to learn in yeshiva. Those who 
remained in the city were also effected. 
Numerous participants became shom
rei Torah u'mitzvos. Igor continued giv
ing classes to a larger group than in any 
previous winter. The attendance, how
ever, did not equal the levels seen dur
ing Elul. 

The first stage of the battle appeared to 
have been successful, but were the accom
plishments real? Or would the experience 
slowly fade through the dark, cold Russian 
winter? No one would really know the 
answer until Pesach, when another two 
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emissaries would come from America. 
Until then, Igor stood guard until the troops 
would return. 

THE POST-SEDER OVERFLOW 

O
ver 100 Saratov Jews partici
pated in the communal Pesach 
Seder held in the sh ul six 

months later. The interest became even 
more intense after Pesach, when the 
three bachurim returned to join their 
two comrades and Igor in their second 
foray into Saratov. This time the 
bachurim concentrated on the youth of 
the community. They opened a day 
camp for children ages 10-15, and 
enrolled an astounding 35 children. The 
campers were quickly caught up in the 
enthusiasm of the program) and in a few 
days, they were asking for tzitzis and 
learning to say berachos. On Shabbos, 
they began coming to shul, dragging 
their unwilling parents with them-an 
unheard of phenomenon in Russia. 

The shul, which could barely hold 50 
people, now hosted close to 100 each 
Shabbos, necessitating the opening up of 
the dining room area to accommodate 
the overflow. When davening ended, a 
majority of the crowd would stay for the 
meal. After being caught short the first 
Shabbos, the bachurim regularly pre
pared food for a capacity crowd, rather 
than turn anyone away. 

Their success with the day camp led 
them to devise another program for the 
youth. They offered to teach any inter
ested boy his Haftorah. Once he came 
to learn for his bar mitzva, they rea
soned, it would be easier to convince 
him to attend shiurim. The plan 
worked phenomenally well. 

One boy's parents insisted their son leave 
the program imn1ediately after his aliya on 
his bar mitzva Shabbos. V\lhen davening 
ended, however, the boy begged his moth
er to let him stay for the Shabbos seuda ten
dered in his honor. One of the bachurim 
joined the conversation, adding his heart
felt wish that both she and her son remain. 
The request was so sincere that she agreed, 
despite her ill feelings towards Judaism. 

Her deep resentment proved no match 
for the power of the zemiros and the in ten-
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One of the bachurim conducting a class in Saratov. 

ty because this is what's best 
for him even if it's not for 
nie." 

FROM DAY CAMP TO 
DACHA ... 

TO NEW HEIGHTS 

T
he day after the day
camp ended, 53 
Saratovians left for 

the Vaad's summer dacha, 
many of them with no pre
vious connection to the 
program. Since then, a 
number of brissim have 
been performed. Some ten sity of the atmosphere of that seudas 

Shabbos. Halfway through the meal she 
began to cry. Afterwards, she stood to address 
those gathered. "I Vi'as very n1uch against 
this," she declared, "and didn't want my son 
to become religious. But notv I see what this 
is all about and I've changed n1y mind. My 
son can become religious if he desires, and 
he may con1e to study whenever he wants. 
I thank you for giving him this opportuni-

girls have enrolled in Beis Yaakovs. An 
after~school intensive program in Juda
ic studies geared toward children has 
begun. The Sunday school continues, 
along with the other existing programs 
and classes, taught by the people who have 
become religious. The five pairs of tefill
in the Vaad has supplied the communi
ty are worn by tens of people each day. 
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Rabbi Cu kier instructing university students from Saratov at the winter seminar. i\1ost went on to yeshiv
as in Moscow. 

A prominent writer for a Saratov 
daily, now a baa/ teshuva as a result of 
the program, quit his job and launched 
a Jewish weekly newspaper. In its pages, 
one can read divrei Torah on the Parsha 
written by members of the Saratov com
munity, confirm the month's z'manitn 
(times) for candle lighting, sunrise and 
tzeis (starlight), and learn the times for 
the Shacharis, Mincha and Maariv 

minyanim that now take place seven days 
a week in the shul. 

But the most impressive sights in Jew
ish Saratov are the three American 
bachurin1 who have decided to remain 
until next Pesach. Their days are busier 
than ever, with one exception: instead 
of teaching basic hashkafa, much of their 
time is now occupied with shiurim in 
Gemora. One bachur learns with a 
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Now the circle was 

being completed. 

Seven1y years later, the 

great-great-grandson of 

the ci1y's last Rav was 

returning to Saratov, a 

new generation of his 

family coming to serve 

a new generation of 

Jews in the communi1y. 

• member of the community for five 
uninterrupted hours each morning. 
All three study with individuals during 
the daytime and give classes on all lev
els at night. 
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They continue to plot new strategies 
to spread Torah throughout the region. 
Most recently, they have discussed the 
idea of presenting lectures in the cities 
surrounding Saratov with Jewish pop
ulations that the dacha seminars have 
not reached. And, of course, they con
tinue to prepare Shabbos meals for 
themselves and their JOO-plus guests. 

The developments in Saratov are 
exactly what the Vaad had hoped for. 
The main difficulty is the expense of 
feeding the people learning there, espe
cially the Shabbos seudos in shul. But the 
return is tremendous. One fourth of the 
current enrolhnent in Yeshiva Toras 
Chaim2 in Moscow is Saratov boys. The 
city has one-tenth the population of 
other feeder-cities, but it appears to have 
achieved ten times the success. 

This success could be duplicated in 
many of the larger cities in Russia. The 
problem is lack of bachurim. Another 
positive factor lacking is Igor-his will-

2This Yeshiva was founded by the late Rabbi Moshe 
Soloveitchik 7"n. Other bachurim attend Yeshivas 
Ohalei Yaakov, founded by Operation Open Cur
tain, headed by Rabbi Chai1n Preschel. 

ingness to stay on 
was the key to Sara
tov's success. 

H
undreds of 
members 
of the Jew

ish community 
davened at different 
times in the small 
shul in Saratov 
these past Yamim 
Nora'im. On the 
second day of Rosh 
Hashana, an Igor leading fellow Saratovniks at kumsitz in the winter seminar. 

undrea1ned-of 
sight took place in 
the center of the city. Proudly wear
ing their yarmulkas, their tzitzis dan
gling from their garments, 80 Russian 
Jews and three American yeshiva 
bachurim marched from the small 
shul to the Volga River in the heart of 
Saratov for Tashlich. 

It's a multinational force, comprised of 
nu1nerous Russians and three dynamic 
Americans, fighting to defeat the spiritual 
void of Jewish Saratov. Each day brings 

another battle. The troops fight on. Each day 
brings another victory. The foothold, gained 
at that initial beachhead at Saratov in fall 
1995, continues to advance. • 
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Yosi Heber 

Making it in the Workplace, 
and Creating a 
Kiddush Hashem 

~e Kiddush Shem 
U / "h;mayim-sanctifying 

Heavenly Name-is 
achieved when an individual is 

alone within the four walls of his 
room; faced with the opportunity to 

violate a Torah command, he refrains 
from doing so because he realizes that 

his every action is scrutinized by G-d. 
When others are also aware of his 

respect for G-d's wishes, the Kiddush 

in the Process 

I 
'II never forget the first week of my 
«career:' Here I was, a newly-mint
ed Wharton MBA, ready to plunge 

into the corporate world and make my 
mark. At the end of my first week at 
General Foods, I called my mother and 
told her how worried I was about my 
future prospects. There was a "class" of 
six of us who started at the same time 
in the Desserts Division. Spence and 
Carol were best friends from Harvard. 
Matt was one of the boys who played 
golf with the big boss on Saturdays. 
Mary really looked the part of junior 
executive. And then there was me, Yosi. 
I overheard one of the secretaries ask, 
"What's a Yosi?" One of my new roles 
was to create new Jello recipes. I could
n't even eat the Jellot "I'll never make it;' 
I told my mother. I couldn't possibly be 
one of them or fit in with them. How 
would I survive in this "jungle"? 

After a year on the job, I came to the 
following conclusion: If an employee is 
a non-Jew, he or she can be perceived 
in the eyes of an employer in one of 
three ways: liked by people, disliked by 
people, or middle of the road ("one of 
the boys"). 

If a person is a frum Jew, however, 
there are only two possibilities: Either 
you will be respected because you are a 
frum Jew (and you create a Kiddush 
Hashem), or you'll be disliked because 

---·-·-··-
Yosi Heber, a musmach of Mesivta Torah Vodaath, 
is currently vice president of marketing at Dan
non/Lea & Perrins. A resident of Monsey, NY, he has 
recorded most of Shas for the DafYomi Mcsechta 
Review audio cassette. 

you are a frum Jew (and 
that can lead to Chillul 
Hashem). You cannot 
and will not ever be 
accepted as "one of the 
boys:' There is simply 

Hashem grows; the wider the awareness, 

no middle ground for 
you in a corporate 
environment. 

Therefore, when 
faced with the 
prospects of work
ing in this type of 
setting, you would 
want to be sure to 
land on the right 
side. In fact, the pos
sibility of creating a 
Chillul Hashem can

the greater the Kiddush Hashem. But the 
starting place is in the privacy of the 

heart of that single Jew. 

Widespread Kiddush Hashem will prompt 
observers to comment: "How wonderful are 
the deeds of so-and-so. How fortunate are his 
parents for having taught him Torah!" (See 
Yuma 86a.) 

not be taken lightly. As 

The Orthodox Jew in the marketplace faces 
frequent challenges to his fidelity to Torah 
values and mitzva observance. At the 
same time, he may be struggling to make 
his mark in his particular field of 
endeavor, which may appear to be 
threatened as a result of his open 
adherence to Torah guidelines. In the 
article that follows, Yosi Heber, an 
executive at Dannon/Lea & Perrins, 
describes his effort to succeed in his 

the Gemora says: "If a 
person creates a Chillul 
Hashem, even doing 
teshuva on Yorn Kippur 
does not achieve atone
ment for him" (Yuma 86a). 
The question is-how can 
one insure that he or she ere-
ate a positive impression, be 
properly respected, and make 
a Kiddush Hashem in such a 
difficult environment? One 
must work hard at it. I have con-
suited with people who are in 
similar situations, and we have 
come up with six rules that have 
been found to be helpful in achiev-
tng success. 

corner of the corporate world, while 
remaining faithful to Torah, and 
hoping to generate a Kiddush 
Hashem at the same time. 

-- ·---·---···-·-·---·------------
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SIX RULES OF THUMB 

* Bend over backwards to be nice to 
people. Did you ever notice that when 
something goes wrong, peop1e are 
always "Johnny on the spot" to complain 
and blame? Be the one to speak up when 
things go right! Offer compliments to 
people who deserve them. Send greet
ing cards on appropriate occasions and 
verbally express thanks to the people 
who have been of help to you. And if you 
move up the corporate ladder and 
become other people's boss) aim at being 
an "easy going" boss. The bottom line 
is, if you treat people well, they'll both 
respect you and like you as a person. 

* Do outstanding quality work. Don't 
just do your job, do it with a high degree 
of excellence. Know your field inside out, 
and be creative with new ideas. Become 
recognized as the resident expert on 
chosen subjects. Offer help and give 
guidance to anyone who needs it, at any 
level. By giving the job your absolute 
best, you'll be highly valued for your 
contributions to the organization. 

* Be consistent in your religious con
duct. Never waffle. They'll respect you 

for it. If they perceive that you are only 
religious when it's convenient for you 
(e.g., leaving early on Fridays), then 
you're in trouble. 

David, a successful systems analyst in a 

large firm, knew that he was on the right 
track when a peer said to hin1, "If only I were 
as consistent with my diet as you are with 
your religion, I would've lost thirty pounds 
by now." 

* Befrum, but show them that you are 
a "normal" person. Begin by being "pro
fessionally" friendly. Demonstrate that 
you have a sense of humor, talk about 
politics, and ask your co-workers about 
their families. They'll appreciate your 
worldliness and your interest in them 
personally. This type of professional 
friendliness can be more powerful than 
conforming to the "social" friendliness 
stereotype that people think one needs 
to succeed (e.g., having drinks togeth
er after work). 

Although it can be a bit tricky, one 
should actively look for ways to demon
strate "normality" to them. Use common 
sense. While there are a number of 
halachic issues that you cannot com
promise on, there are other things that 
can be done well within the boundaries 
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of halacha. 
Josh, a finance director at a well-known 

New York bank, remembers having been 
"required" to go to the co1npany's annual pic
nic and baseball game. He felt uncomfort
able playing in the field, so he grabbed the 
microphone and announced the proceedings 
play by play, and enthusiastically cheered the 
hits and catches. To his colleagues, it demon
strated that he was "normal." 

* Be someone whom people enjoy 
being around. Have a positive attitude 
and project yourself as a happy person. 
As the Gemora (Succa 49) says: "If a per
son projects happiness and chein, it 
becomes clear to people that he is a Yorei 
Shamayim." 

* Strengthen your Ruchnius level at 
home. This, in truth, is the core of all Kid
dush Hashem. Being exposed to the added 
nisyonos (temptations) of the outside 
world requires that extra attention be 
paid to your frumkeit level when you're 
not at work. Make certain that you have 
a Rav to whom you can present she'eilos 
and can consult for advice, and always 
maintain a k'vius (set time) to study 
Torah every day without fail. Daf Yomi 
is an excellent vehicle for this because 
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CONVENTION H. ·1 G H L I G H T S 

CONCURRENT SYMPOSIA 
I.REACHING OUT WITHOUT SELLING OUT: RESPONDING TO SPIRITUAL STIRRINGS AMONG AMERICAN JEWS 

Overview: Rabbi Henoch Leibowitz, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yisroel Meir HaKohen (Chofetz Chaim) 

Speakers: Rabbi Shaya Cohen, Executive Vice President, Priority One 
Rabbi Elazar Grunberger, Director, Aish HaTorah; Rav, Shaarei Chesed Shul (St. Louis) 
Rabbi Leonard Oppenheimer, Rav, Congregation Kesser Israel (Portland) 

Chairman: Yisroel Lefkowitz 

II.BRAVE NEW WORLD: TRENDS IN MEDICAL CARE ANO THEIR IMPACT ON THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Overview: Rabbi Yitzchok Sorotzkin, Rosh Yeshiva, Telshe Yeshiva (Cleveland) 

Halachic Parameters: Rabbi Meyer Scheinberg, Rav, Agudath Israel of Flatbush 
Speakers: Rabbi Hershy Z. Ten, President, Jewish Healthcare Foundation Bikur Cholim of California 

Chaim David Zwiebel, Esq.,Gen. Counsel and Dir. of Government Affairs, Agudath Israel 
Chairman: Dr. Sol Neuhoff 

Ill.TO THE CHl.IPAH ANO BEYOND: HELPING OUR CHIUIREN BUILD BfJTIM NE'EMANIM B'YISROEL 
Speakers: Rabbi David Cohen, Rav, Congregation Gvul Yaavetz 

Rabbi Yaakov Reisman, Rav, Agudath Israel of Long Island 
Rabbi Myer Schwab, Dean, Beth Jacob High School (Denver) 

Chairman: Yaty Weinreb 

IV.BY THE SWEAT OF YOUR BROW: PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES IN THE SECULAR WORKPLACE 
Speakers: Abba Cohen, Esq., Director and Counsel, Agudath Israel of America Washington Office 

Rabbi Baruch Hirschfeld, Rav, Congregation Ahavas Yisroel (Cleveland) 
Rabbi Paysach Krohn, Author, The "Maggid" Series 

Chairman: Nachum Stein 
continued ... 



The Friday morning Roundtab/e Discussions aim to involve more people in some of the important issues 
facing Torah Jewiy- to thoroughly ventilate these topics, to allow for constructive debate and to gather 
diverse viewpoints, all in accordance with Torah principles and values. The optimum objective of the 
Roundtab/e Discussions is to achieve a consensus on recommendations tor action by Agudath Israel of 
America and Torah Jewiy. 

1 THE COSTS OF SUCCESS: 
EASING OUR COMMUNITY'S GROWING PAINS 

Along with the Orthodox world's tremendous growth and development in recent years have come a host of attendant problems. 
Crises of space and of resources need to be effectively resolved, and an assortment of issues, from social services to job-training, 
squarely faced. How should we prioritize - and can we address - our community's needs? 

Chairman: David M. Singer, 
Chairman of the Board, Torah Umesorah; Pres., Southern Brooklyn Community Organization 

Panelists: Yisroel Bloom, Founder, Yeshiva Darchei Torah; 
Chairman of the Board, Yeshiva Telshe Alumni-Riverdale 
Ephraim Finkelstein, President Yeshiva Ohr Somayach {Monsey); 
Member, Executive and Finance Committee, Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin 
Professor Larry Katz, {Baltimore) Dean Emeritus University of Baltimore Law School 
Chaim Kuperwasser, (Lakewood) 
Chair., Agudath Israel Professional and Management Employment Services of Central Jersey 

Coordinator: Rabbi Shmuel Lefkowitz, Vice President, Community Services, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Yitzchok Dovid Mermelstein, Talmud Torah, !mrei Chaim-Viznitz 

2 THE THREAT OF CULTURAL TOXIC WASTE: 
PROTECTING OUR FAMILIES FROM SOCIETY'S EXCESSES 

The myriad benefits of a free society carry a significant downside - the unbridled and public expression of materialistic decadence. 
The Jew in go/us has always been essentially alone within his larger environment, but our modern-day surroundings force 
themselves upon us in countless and unprecedented ways. What can we do to help insulate our children and ourselves from the 
spiritual pollution that seems to grow more thick and choking with each passing day? 

Chairman: Raymond Beyda 
Panelists: Or. Alan Jacob (Miami Beach) 

Yilzchok Mitnick 
David E. Retter, Esq. 

Coordinator: Rabbi labish Becker, Associate Executive Director Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Hillel David, Rav, Congregation Yeshiva Shaarei Torah 

3 "GEZUNT UN SHTARK!" 
HEALTH ISSUES AND THE ORTHODOX WORLD 

American eating habits, sedentary lifestyles and environmental hazards contribute not only to the roster of medical problems 
nationally but to those of our own community as well. Genetic diseases and other ethnic-specific afflictions, Rachmona litzlan, 
further challenge the Jewish world. How might we identity and deal with the health threats that face us? How do we translate the 
Torah's exhortation to guard our health into practical advice and communal efforts? 

Chairman: Dr. David Diamond, Pediatrician, private practice; 
Assoc. Professor of Pediatrics, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

Panelists: Dr. Zev Carrey, Medical Director, Rockaway-Five Towns Hatzalah; 
Director of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine, Mt. Vernon Hospital 
Rabbi Joseph Ekstein, Founder, Dor Yeshorim 
Or. Norman Kupterstein, Medical Director, Cardlacare Exercise Institute 

Coordinator: Mordechai Avigdor Esq., Associate General Counsel, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Shmuel Blech, Rav, Cong. Anshe Sfard (Lakewood) 

1. GREAT MEN AND THEIR TIMES 
THE LEGACY OF THE IMREI EMES (Gerer Rebbe) 

Rabbi Shlomo Rotenberg, Rav, Agudath Israel of Wllliamsl 

THE ERETZ YISROEL OF REB YOSEF CHAIM SONNE 
Rabbi Shlomo Rotenberg, Rav. Agudath Israel of Williams! 

TURN OF THE CENTURY JEWISH SYRIA: THE ALEPPO 0' 
Rabbi Yltzchok Dwek, Rav, Synagogue of Deal 

THE CHOFETZ CHAIM AND REB CHAIM OZER GROD 
Rabbi Nlsson Wolpln, Editor, The Jewish Observer 

THE IMPACT OF RABBI SAMSON RAPHAEL HIRSCH 
Rabbi Joseph Elias, Principal, Rlka Breuer's Teachers Semi 

2. AN APPRECIATION OF TEFILLA 
PRELUOE TO TEFILLA 

Rabbi Mordechai Shapiro, Rav, Congregation Beth Israel 

TEFILLA AS A TWO-WAY STREET 
Rabbi Nosson Scherman, Genera! Editor. Mesorah Public 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman, Rav, Agudath Israel Zlchron Cha 

ACCEPTING THE YOKEOF HEAVEN: il'nlJlJI DOllJ nN 
Rabbi Ezriel Erlanger, Mashgiach Ruchni, Mirrer Yeshiva 

DISENGAGEMENT FROM TEFILLA: U"JD - Jl'~'J NJI 
Rabbi Eliyahu Glucksman, Rav, Agudath Israel of Washin 

4 STRANGERS AMONG THEM: 
THE CHALLENGE OF OBSERVANCE IN A NON-OBSERVANT WORLD r-------------------------

Living as a small minority within the larger society requires special sensffivity and carries great opportunities. How can 
we identify and utHize the potential for kiddush Hashem as we move through a world often very different from ours? 
What special obligations do we have in dealing with our non-observant Jewish brothers and sisters? 

Chairman: Rabbi Michael Hasten {Indianapolis} 
Panelists: Steven Rosedale (Cincinnati) 

Rabbi Yonason Rosenberg," Rav, Cong. Ahavas Sholom {Columbus) 
Rabbi Daniel Yormark, Rav, Young Israel of Eltingvi!le, S.L 

Coordinator: Rabbi Nasson Gugenheim, Director, Agudath Israel of Montreal 
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Menachem Greenblatt, Rav, Agudath Israel of St Louis 

In addition to Oat Yomi, other shiurim will be delivered over the course of the 
convention, by (in order of occurrence)." 

Rabbi Naftali Jaeger, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshlva Shor Yoshuv 
Rabbi Aryeh Z. Ginsberg, Rav, Congregation Ohr Moshe Torah Institute 
Rabbi Reuven Feinstein, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Staten Island 
Rabbi Elya Fisher, Rosh Kolle! Ger 
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74Tll NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Ci Please rest<r\I\\ ar.comm(ldalions• for __ persons to the 

14th Naliorrnl Convention of Agudath lsrael Of Amf1rica, 
Thursday fhmugh Snnday, November 211·Detember 1, Hl96 ill !he 
l'i11slppany Hlhon, Pnrsippany·Troy Hills, Nt•w Jersey. 
Check !ypc of at.rornmodalions requested. (Giw~ firs I and sm:ond ~, 
clioice.) lf acetlnnnoda1ion reques1cd is not availoble, !he mix\ 
Gl!(rgory will bt: assigned. 

PARSlPPANY HIIJ'ON 
RATES PER PERSON-4 DAYS AND 3 NIGHT~ 

All mfrt me Jot don life oa:r1wmcy" and irtdurfo fall convimtfrm 1111'!!1/ s1:iv1c. 

Cl Stamlanl SH9 0 PreforMd $181 0 S11periot $539 [1 Deluxe $5 
jj.lmiled) 0 Single Occupancy $799 

• Hcsurvations nm subject !o confirmalion. 

~~3rd or -4!11 ln room, $399 per person 
Children ag()s 0·2: $90 (crll> on!;', no food) 1 ages 2-12: S:l59 

Ph•nsn nole tlntt 15% will lm ndde<l 10 abo\•e mies 10 Cl'>Vet llw 
r11gistr~lion fon, du!egnle kit and al! gtMuiJius, 

$200 Pct f>crson Deposit Requi.tcd To Confirm Rcservtitfon 
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:hor, Sefer Toldos Am Olam 

:hor, Seier Toldos Am Diam 

COfCH EMUNAH 

Thursday 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday 10:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. 

Matzoei Shabbos 7:00 p.m. 

.itorial Board Member. The Jewish Observer Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

Thursday 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday 10:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. 

Motzoei Shabbos 7:00 p.m. 

N-Jllnn 
~ights, Dayan, Kha! Adath Jeshurun Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

ROUNO:fABIZE IDRUMS lllONTlllOEDI 

5 THE SIYUM AS SPRINGBOARD: 
HARNESSING THE ENERGY OF AMERICA'S lARGEST GATHERING OF JEWS 

As planning continues tor the monumenta/k\ddush Hashem that will be the 10th Dar Yomi Siyum HaShas - now less than a year away 
- the event must be seen not only as a heartfeft celebration but as a means of further empowering the study of Torah in America and 
around the world. How can we maximize its potential as an impetus for the study of the Oaf Yomi and Torah learning in general? 

6 

Chairman: Rabbi Dov Loketch, Rav, Congregation Magen Avraham (Detroit) 
Panelists·. Rabbi Shlomo Besser (Montreal) 

Yosef Sofer 
Coordinator: Rabbi Avrohom Nisan Perl, Executive Secretary, Dal Yomi Commission, Agudath lsrae 

Rabbinic Advisor. Rabbi Avrohom Teichman, Rav, Agudath !srael of Los Angeles 

ON THE (JEWISH) ROAD: 
DILEMMAS, DIFFICULTIES AND DELIGHTS FACING THE JEWISH TRAVELER 

As modem transpartation and the demands of many livelihoods make an afready shrunken world smaller still, the observant Jewish 
traveler seems to confront new chalfenges, encounters and opportunities wffh ever; trip. Halachic quandaries, hostile queries and happy 
acquaintances abound. What are some of the probfems (and solutions), predicaments (and resolutions) and opportune situations facing 
thelrum wayfarer today? 

7 

Chairman: Josh Berger (Monsey) 
Panelists: Eli Fink, Partner, De!oitte & Touche, llP 

Yitzchok Ganger, President, Amerex USA 
Yitzchok Moller 
Israel Senderovic, Executive Vice President. Federal Reserve Bank of N.Y. 

Coordinator: Rabbi Yonah Feinstein, Director, Special Projects, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, Rav, Agudath Israel of Baltimore 

"AGUOAH 75": 
CARRYING THE SACRED TRUST INTO THE FUTURE 

As the largest grass·roots Orthodox Jewish coalition movement in the United States enters its 15th year, Agudath Israel's supporters face 
the challenge of utilizing this milestone to proudly bear the movement's mission into the future. How can the Agudah's growth be mairr 
fained, its effectiveness enhanced and its base of suppart broadened yet further, as we took toward our second 75 years? 
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Chairman: Henry Lowenthal (Cleveland), Regional Vice President, Agudath Israel 
Panelists: Avrohom Halpern, Member, Board of Trustees, Agudath Israel of America 

Moshe Levitin, (Monsey) National Officer, Agudath Israel of America 
David Schnell, President, Agudath Israel of Illinois 
Menachem Shayovich, Member, Board of Trustees, Agudath Israel of America 

Coordinator: Rabbi Avi Shafran, Director of Public Affairs, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbinic Advisor: Rabbi Moshe Mordechal Lowy, Rav, Agudath Israel of Toronto 

"B'SHA'AH TOVA!" 
COMMUNAL SOLUTIONS TO THE JEWISH SINGLES CRISIS 

(Women Only) 

The number of young men and women regarded in our community as "older singles" has risen in recent years, and it is widely recog
nized that a concerted effort on the communal level must play a patt in helping these men and women find their bashertes. How might 
such an effort be constructed? What guidelines should be in place to assure its effectiveness, efficiency and propriety? 

Chairman: Mrs. Leah Gelernter, National Vice President, Agudah Women 
Panelists: Shelly Adler, Simcha link (Chicago) 

Mrs. Rochel Spitzer 
Coordinator: Chaim Hochman, Director, lnvei Hagefen 

Rabbinic Advisors: Rabbi Yoel Kramer, Educational Dir., Mercaz Center for Teacher Training 
Rabbi Nissan Wolpin, Editor, The Jewish Observer 

9 FAMILIES AT RISK: (Women Only) 
CONFRONTING DOMESTIC DYSFUNCTION 

ROUNDTABLE PRE-REGISTRATION 

-------------------------, Though Orthodox Jews enjoy a large degree of protection from the familial dys
function so increasingly evfdent in the larger society, situations exist where 
unusual stresses take dire tolls on families in our communities - and no group 
can be fully immune to the unhealthful effects of the world without. How might 
we help bolster the family's defenses in the face of adversity? How can we 
inoculate our communil'j against the virtUaf epidemic of ill-will and abuse? 
What remedies are available where tragedy, chas v'sholom, has already struck? 

I ! wish to participate in the Roundtab!e 
I Forums on Friday morning, November 
129, at the 74th Agudath Israel National 

1 Convention. 
RESERVATION iPPLICATION 
I am_enclosing:-
0 Deposit $200 pct person for Hi\lon res-ervation $ __ _ 
0 Payment in full for room on[y 

reservation at tlie Hanover Marrioll, .•• , ........ $ __ ~ 

0 5757 Membership Dues ..... , .• ,.,.. ,,,$_1!Ll2f!_ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED.,.,.. ,.,. .. ,.., .. , ....... $ __ _ 
make diccks {l<lynhll~lo; Agudalh lsraeJ of Amerit:a 

AOtJR!OSS 
c:!TY ______ _ 

StATl! __ ZlP "-----

1'tct.tlPHONE~DAY { iN!>NlNC( J 

1!1\NOVEll. M:\HHIOlT-11.00~1 Af,CO~l~IOIMT!ON ONL)" 
(IU '"'""I'· w.+ll I«"" the l'.or;ipl""l' lhlhm) 

!fo""v;!lions "'-"~l'h'd lor 4 il.•y.<, 3 ni~lt1$ ""!y and""' per mom. flnl per per""' 
U $]2~ l'cr Room [ph!S ""'"''"'"h;p d"c~) 

R«<rvalions for Ibo l!•nnnr ~l•moU mu" be prcpaiJ ;. foll ol limt Qf"'"'"'"""" 
'N<>lu: l'lli> ;, • """'"'"'Ir'""'"""'"' ,,.i,;, h ,1, ... ~ r.'!! ;,,..i,,,1,, "'''"I>. h•• "'""' ''"''"'' C, "'" 
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·-------------------------~ 

Chairman: Mrs. Ruth Hertz, C.S.W., B.C.O., 
Psychotherapist, private practice 

Panelists: Mrs. Chaya Hochbaum, M.S.W., 
Counselor, A.I. Fresh Start Training Program 
Mrs. Shirley Lebovlcs, M.S.W., 
Psychotherapist, private practice (L.A.) 
Shlomo Mostofsky, Esq., Family law Practice 
Mrs. Jeanne Wahrman, Exec. Dlr. and Founder, 
Women's league Community Residences 

Coordinator: Rabbi Yosef Strassfeld, Assistant Director, 
Project COPE; Dir., Rockland County Chazara Center 

Rabbinic Rabbi Yechiel Kaufman, 
Advisor: Rav, First Cong. Anshei Sfard of Boro Park', 

Assoc. Director, Jewish Board of family & 
Children Services, Div. of Developmental Disabilities 

I _ I will be attending the entire 
convention. 

I _ Reservation already made 
I _ New reservation 
I _ I will only be attending 
I the Roundtables 
I Name(s} --------

:Address ---------

1 Check one 
I 1) COSTS OF SUCCESS 
I 2) =THREAT OF CULTURAL TOXIC WASTE 
I 3) _ GEZUNT UN SHTARK 
I 4) _STRANGERS AMONG THEM 
I 5) _ SIYUM AS SPRINGBOARD 

I 
6) _ON THE {JEWISH) ROAD 
7) _AGUOAH 75 

I 8) _SINGLES CRISIS 
I 9) _FAMILIES AT RISK 
I _ Please enroll me 'm the following Study Sessions 
I 1) _GREAT MEN ANO THEIR TIMES 

L _:i..:-:!P.:;,c~1~0~~~ __ .J 



CONVENTION 

JNVENTION OPENING: 
Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetzky, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Philadelphia 

'MPOSIUM: 
ROM STRENGTH TO STRENllTH": THE CHALLENGES AND 

oSl'll!ISIBillTIES OF l!UR COMMUNITY'S GROWTH 
Jdressing Rabbi Avrohom Pam, 
e Theme: Rosh HaYeshiva, Mesivta Torah Vodaath 
>eakers: Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, 

Executive Vice President, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbi Aharon Dovid Dunner, 
Dayan, Hisachdus Kehillos Hachareidim (London) 

1airman: Rabbi Feivel Wagner, Rav, Young Israel of Forest Hills 

1bbi Simcha Bunim Ehrenfeld, Mattesdorfer Rav 
1bbi Zachariah Gelley, Rav, Khal Adath Jeshurun 
1bbi Reuven Feinstein, Rosh Ha Yeshiva, Yeshiva of Staten Island 
1bbi Elya Fisher, Rosh Kolle! Ger 
1bbi Yusef Frankel, Vyelopoler Rav, Rav, Khal Bnei Shloima Zalman 
1bbi Aryeh Malkiel Kotler, Rosh HaYeshiva, Beth Medrash Govoha 
1bbi Haim Benoliel, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva! Mikdash Melech 
1bbi Moshe Brown, Rosh Yeshiva B'Yeshiva Derech Ayson; 

Rav, A.I. of West Lawrence 

'l!llTIJAL COllFIUlHTATlllt\IS 1111 THE HlllY LAllll: 
oW BATTlE·LlllES Ill l'RESERlllNG MASfJllES illffJS(Yiddish) 
1erview: Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Levin, 

Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshivas Telshe·Chicago 
ieakers: Rabbi Avrohom Yusef Laizerson, 

Assoc. Dir., Chinuch Atzmai (Yerushalayim) 
Rabbi Moshe Silberberg, 
Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva Shaarei Ephraim (Monsey) 
Rabbi Usher Weiss, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshivas Chasam Sofer (Netanya) 

ll!Ull!G 01.lR YCll.ll'lll - ANll OURSELVES - wm1 EXEMPLARY 
lllll!lS (English) 

isius Greeting: Rabbi Yusef Harari·Ralul, 
Rosh Ha Yeshiva Yeshiva Ateret Torah 

!dress: Rabbi Chaim Dov Keller, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Telshe·Chicago 

ieakers: Rabbi Mordechai Finkelman, 
Yeshiva Darchei Torah·Mesivta Chaim Shlomo 
Rabbi Eliezer Ginsburg, 
Rav, A.I. Snif Zichron Shmuel; 
Rosh Kolle! Yeshivas Mir 

H I G H· L I G H T S 

Addresses: Rabbi Elya Svei, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva of Philadelphia 
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, 
Novominsker Rebbe 

Guest Speaker: Rabbi Shaul Aller, 
Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshivas S'fas Emes (Yerushalayim) 

Message: Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
President, Agudath Israel of America 

Hazkara for the 
Gerer Rebbe, zt"I: Rabbi Dovid Olewski, 

Rosh Yeshiva, Gerer Mesivta Bais Yisroel 
Chairman: Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer, 

Rav, Kehillas Bais Avrohom (Monsey) 

SYMPOSIUM I: 9:45 A.M. 
WHY CAN'T Y!JSSIE MAKE IT?: 
l<EEl'i!IG 01111 Cl!llllREll FROM FALllllll Tl!llOUllll Tl!E CRACKS 

Speakers: Rabbi Yakov Horowitz, 
Rebbe, Yeshiva of Spring Valley; 
General Studies Principal, Yeshiva Bais Mikroh 
Rabbi Yaakov Salomon, CSW, 
Psychotherapist, private practice 

SYMPOSIUM II: 11:15 A.M. 
JUSTICE, JUSTICE! RESTORINl.l llllA1/ESITES, 
RECLAIMING ASSETS, llEKIN!Jllllll YlllDISIUll<Eli IN EASTERN 
EUROPE 
An Update from the Agudath Israel World Organization 

Introductory Remarks: 
Rabbi Moshe Sherer, 
Chairman, Agudath Israel World Organization 

Speakers: Rabbi Chaskel Besser, 
Presidium Member, Agudath Israel of America; 
Member, U.S. Commission for the 
Preservation of America's Heritage Abroad 
Professor Moishe Zvi Reicher, 
United Nations Representative, 
Agudath Israel World Organization 
Mr. Albert Reichmann, 
Chairman, Endowment for Democracy in 
Eastern Europe 

DIRECTIONS TO THE PARSIPPANY HllTON 
FRDM bROOKLYN: VERRAZANO BRlOGE TO 278 WEST (STATEN ISLAND EXPRESSWAY} TO GOETHALS 
BRIDGE. NJ TURNPIKE N, TO EX!l 15W, ONTO 280 WEST (PAST EXIT 11) TO 287 BOONTOWN/MORR!SON. 
TAKE EXIT 435 (FIRST EXIT).,. 
!"ROM MANHATTAN & QUEENS: G.W. BRIDGE TO 95 TO 80 W. TO EXIT 43 SOUTH. AT THE EXIL. 
FROM POINTS NORTH: NYS THRUWAY SOUTH TO GARDEN STATE PKWY SOUTH TO RTE 80 WEST TO EX!T 4$ 
SOUTH .•• 
•. .FOLLOW SIGNS TO RTE 287 S. CONTINUE TO EXIT 398 {RiE 10 W.). CONTINUE PAST LIGHT, 3110 M!LE, 
RIGHT TURN ONTO DRYDEN WA'l FOLLOW SIGNS TO H!LiON COURT ANO PROCEED TO HOTEL ENTRANCE-



even if you travel on business, the daily 
dafis exactly the same whether you're in 
Los Angeles, London or Lawrence. 

It may seem improbable, but I know 
many prominent people in the corporate 
world over the years, who say that by 
merely following these types of guide
lines, they have never really had a nega
tive experience. Even in seemingly diffi
cult situations (e.g., late Friday meetings, 
business trips abroad, etc.)) many com
ment that they have always felt that they 
were respected for their religious beliefs, 
and not thought of as "odd" because they 
were so different from everyone else in 
their respective companies. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING AN 
AMBASSADOR 

O
ne might ask, why is it so 
important to bear in mind that 
one is representing the Jewish 

people, so to speak, in the marketplace
the Kiddush Hashem factor, if you will? 
Isn't it sufficient to just do your job pos
itively, deliver faithfully, and hope for the 
best? The answer is simple. First of all, 
as one is always a Jew-24 hours a day
so, too, is one always viewed as a Jew. 
Kiddush Hashem and the opposite are 
always on the agenda. 

In addition, it is worthwhile to bear 
in mind the bigger picture. One can 
never know which person one works 
with today will be in a position of major 
influence for Kial Yisroel in twenty years. 
The lawyer next door may someday be 
sitting on the Supreme Court. If he's 
deciding a case important to the Jewish 
community, and you were his "Jewish" 
friend, the impression one leaves today 
could have a profound impact on vast 
numbers of people. 

An excellent example of this is Pres
ident Harry Truman's Jewish connec
tion. While a young man, Truman's busi
ness partner and closest friend 
happened to be Eddie Jacobson-a 
Jew. Most likely, back in Independence, 
Missouri, young Harry did not meet 
many Jews. But when it came time for 
the U.N. to vote on the partitioning of 
Palestine when Israel had declared its 
independence in 1948, Jacobson's influ-
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ence as President Truman's "Jewish" 
friend was pivotal to Truman's pro-Israel 
policy (against the wishes of many of his 
advisors in the State Department). 
Always tell yourself: "If I'm one of the 
only Jews they ever really get to know, 
I'd better be sure that they have a pos
itive impression of us all." 

passive sort of projection of Kiddush 
Hashem, as it relates to people we work 
with outside of the Jewish community. 
Of even greater importance is an addi
tional aspect that I would call "internal" 
Kiddush Hashem, the positive impact 
one should make on others within the 
Jewish community. 

TAKING THE SHOW HOME 

U
ntil now, we've discussed the 
subject of what I would call 
"external" Kiddush Hashem-a 

To begin with, each person has cer
tain talents, and everyone has an oblig
ation to give of some of those talents 
back to his own community. One can 
easily find ways to channel his or her 
strengths toward "internal" growth and 
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improvement, creating a Kiddush 
Hashem in the process. For example, if 
you are a computer programmer, vol
unteer a few hours a month to the local 
yeshiva to computerize the yeshiva's 
financial and academic records, or to 
teach computer skills to the students. If 
you're a lawyer, offer to help the shul 
draft its real estate contract. If you're a 
yeshiva rebbe, counsel those considering 
a career in chinuch. These opportunities, 
however, must be actively sought out. 
Often, they do not just come to you by 
themselves. 

At times, one can use one's strengths 
in surprising ways. While working in 

England a few years ago, I had developed 
a cordial relationship with my boss, who 
was chairman of the company, and in 
fact the only other Jew in the firm. He 
was not religiously observant, but since 
we met once a week to discuss business 
matters, I summoned up the guts to ask 
him ifhe would be interested in begin
ning our weekly meetings with a ten
minute session in Mishnayos. To my sur
prise, he was thrilled to do so. And so 
we began doing this every week. As time 
progressed, he came to the shiur every 
week not only to learn Mishnayos, but 
to ask questions on the Parsha and 
halacha, as well. 
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THE CONSTANT QUESTION 

A
s I just indicated, many of the 
points highlighted in this dis
cussion apply not only to those 

who work in a non-Jewish environment, 
but to those who work in a Jewish envi
ronment, as well. Being nice to people 
and doing outstanding work can actu
ally create Kiddush Hashem, and at the 
same time have the not-insignificant 
result of helping build a person's rep
utation in his and her place of work. 
This is true whether you're a stock bro
ker, a rebbeor learning in a Kolle!. In fact, 
the Rambam in Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah 
(5: 11) delineates the prescription for 
successful Kiddush Hashem. This 
includes treating people well, dealing 
honestly in business, and keeping a pos
itive attitude. ,\nd the notion of"inter
nal" Kiddush Hashem via volunteering 
some of one's talents and time is some
thing everyone has an obligation to do. 
Hashem gave each of us special abilities 
and talents. It is certainly expected that 
we share a portion of these berachos with 
others. 

Sometimes the potential Kiddush 
Hashem opportunity is right before you, 
other times you must look hard to find 
it. The key is to always be asking your
self: "How can I do my best to be 
Mekadesh Shem Shamayim both exter
nally and internally?" • 

A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
from 

• ~"""~ O•«OG_:,~ ii 
'WJ,,,,.,, 2-.14.F ,_,J l:~.Jk <!-..4 
Ko;he• l'3tv<: • 5ho• <:r 51'13bbos • """' ,.,,., 

'.IB!ue to the demand of today's 
consumer, we are proud lo announce 

that all our products 
(cakes, cookies, brownie bars etc.) 

are ma.de with 

YOSHON FLOUR ONLY 
R"""'"" '< B~, u., ~ 

-K~.,.J.,..U1fv'- 3 ~' 
""""4 dJ o{hne !!'::> 

v::>l6 i>N.J1n 1xC 

----------~~---·----

26 The Jewish Observer, November 1996 



YESHIVA .. n::i•~ 
TORAH VODAATH nD'll i111n 
AND MESIVTA Nn:::i•nllill 

i1;:l::J~ ii"'l151 i:J'O 5i'O)::Ji1 

J< " " .. ~"" j\ ;:l" "" .. ii ""J< ., 
Hachnosas Sefer Torah in honor of 

The Rosh Ha Yeshiva shlita 

- rf .~, 
• 

In Tribute to 
Moreinu HoRav Pam 

You are cordially invited to join 

The Gedolei Yisroel, Roshei Yeshiva 

and Talmidim of Torah Vodaath 

and Kial Yisroel 

as we pay tribute to 

Moreinu Horav Avrohom Pam w'"'"' 
at the completion of 

a Se/er Torah in his honor. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1996 
t"l'l?.'ri , 1?o:::i )"' 

12:00 PM 

Procession and Motorcade 
from the home of 
Avrohom and Sarah Biderman 
5624 17th Avenue • Brooklyn, New York 

1:00 PM 

Hachnosas Sefer Torah Procession 
Ocean Parkway and Ditmas Avenue 
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carrying Yeshiva's Sifrei Torah to greet the new Sefer Torah 
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THEWIND
CHILL-FACTOR 

FACTOR 

N
o matter how long something 
exists, we do not really seem to 
notice it until it gets a name. 

Take the "wind-chill factor," for exam
ple. Ever since bri' as ha' olam (creation)) 
wind has made the temperature feel 
colder. But not until the term "wind-chill 
factor" was coined did we realize just how 
cold we feel during the winter. 

The same is true for social phenom
ena. Families have been broken by the 
shattering tragedies of death and divorce 
for centuries. In many cases, the sur
viving or separated spouses remarried. 
It was not until recently, however, that 
these new families have been called 
"step-families." The emergence of this 
new term, then, seems to signal either 
a new awareness of an old phenomenon, 
or, perhaps, even an increase in the num
ber of such families. 

What is a "step-family"? Are there 
really more such families today? What 
are the unique challenges that step-fam
ilies must face? What, if anything, can 
he done to help them overcome these 
challenges? This article will attempt to 
answer these questions. 

Dr. Meir Wilder, a frequent contributor to these 
pages, is a psychotherapist and family counselor in 
private practice. He lives in Brooklyn, NY. 

28 

THE INCREASE IN STEP-FAMILIES 

A
tep-family consists of two par
nts and their children, like any 
ther family. What is unique, 

however, is that the two parents are not 
the biological parents of all the children 
in the family. Some of the children may 
be the product of the wife's first marriage 
or the husband's first marriage. There 
may also be children who are the prod
uct of the current union. Or, to put it 
more simply, the children in a step-fam
ily may belong to one of the following 
three categories: yours, mine or ours. 

In some cases, both parents in the step
family were married before. In other cases, 
only one parent was previously married. 
But in either case, when there are children, 
at least one parent becomes a step-par
ent to at least one of the children; hence, 
the term step-family. 

Although families are not torn apart 
by the death of one parent any more 
often today than in previous generations, 
we are witnessing an increase in the 
divorce rate. While the divorce rate in the 
Torah comn1unity is, rr::i, nowhere near 
the rate of the larger society, everyone 
will agree it is higher than it has ever 
been. As a result, there are more parents 
remarrying than ever before. 

THE 
CHALLENGES OF 

STEP-FAMILIES 

R
egardless of the good will, char
acter and personalities of the par
ents, by virtue of their unique 

family structure, there are some chal
lenges that must be faced by all step
families. How well they clear these hur
dles will determine the amount or 
absence of shalom bayis these families 
will enjoy. 
• Grieving the loss: When a step-fam
ily is formed, many relationships are 
finally or symbolically lost or altered, 
permanently. A widow, for example, can 
speak openly about her late husband 
until she remarries. From then on, she 
must weigh the impact of her words on 
her new husband. Before, she could visit 
her late husband's kever(grave) for tefil
los or comfort whenever she felt the 
need. Once she remarries, even occa
sional visits may be considered improp
er. Although her first husband may have 
died years before, once she remarries, she 
suddenly loses those connections that 
may have been quite meaningful for her. 

When a mother wins custody of her 
children following a divorce, the children 
do not have to share her with anyone. 
After she remarries, her children will lose 
that exclusive claim to her attention 
which they once had. Depending on 
their ages and other factors, they may 
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experience their mother's remarriage as 
a crushing loss of what they saw as a pri
vate relationship, which now must be 
shared with an interloper, the stepfather. 

Children, at times, can become so 
depressed at the loss of exclusivity in the 
relationship with their biological parent 
that adults around them may become 
alarmed. For the child, old emotional 
wounds may become reopened, such as 
the original loss of the noncustodial par
ent at the time of the divorce, or the 
deceased parent at the time of death. 
• Building trust: All members of a step
family must acknowledge the need to 
build trust in their relationships with 
each other. First and foremost, the 
husband and wife must learn to trust 
each other that allegiance to children will 
not threaten the new marriage. Next, the 
children must learn to trust that their 
biological parent still loves them just as 
much as before. They must also learn 
that their step-parent will not try to sever 
the close bond they previously enjoyed 
with their biological parent. 
• Passing the tests: Because the new 
family arrangement engenders so much 
anxiety and insecurity, family members 
often try to reassure themselves by test
ing others. While this may go on in any 
family, the sudden changes brought 
about by a remarriage often heighten the 
anxiety levels in step-families, which 
often leads to unconscious testing. 

For example, the stepfather may feel 
insecure about his new wife's loyalty to 
him and may try to test her by being 
overly strict toward his step children. 
(See Kesuvos 60a for an example of this 
attitude of a stepfather toward his 
stepchildren.) He may even try to dis
cipline them too harshly. If she comes 
running to their defense, he may inter
pret that as disloyalty on her part. If she 
supports him, he will feel reassured that 
his marriage is solid. 

This, of course, puts the wife in a 
dilemma. If she supports her husband, 
her children may be unfairly punished. 
In addition, they will feel abandoned by 
her. But if she defends them, she will 
threaten the foundations of her new 
marriage. 

The children, on the other hand, may 
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• 
Who~ are the 

unique 

challenges that step

families must face? 

What, if anything, can 

be done to help them 

overcome these 

challenges? 

• 
also engage in testing behaviors. Oth
erwise well-behaved children may begin 
to speak disrespectfully or act rebel
liously after a parent remarries. This may 
represent a test of the loyalty of the bio
logical parent, a test of the tolerance of 
the step-parent, or both. 
• Heightened sibling rivalry: When
ever there is more than one child in a 
family, there will be some competition, 
jealousy and even conflict between sib
lings. That is normal and expected. But 
in step-families, the battle-lines can be 
more sharply drawn between father's 
biological children, mother's biologi
cal children and/or the children of both 
parents. 

This increased tension may surface, 
at times, during visitation. For example, 
when a divorced man marries a 
divorced woman with children from her 
first marriage, he establishes a new home 
with his new wife and stepchildren. But 
every other week, he is allowed to have 
the children from his first marriage 
come to his new home for Shabbos. 

His biological children may feel they 
are entitled to special attention since 
they have not seen their father for almost 
two weeks. His stepchildren may feel 
that they are entitled to special privileges 
since this is their home. Neither set of 
step-siblings may be willing to defer to 

other, creating a confrontation that 
would test the mettle of any parent. 

Setting limits: Every family must 
address the issue of where, when and 
how to establish rules. Some rules 
apply to everyone, others are meant only 
for some (i.e. the men, the children, 
those who attend school, etc.). 

Generally, family rules evolve over 
time. They are imposed as the need aris
es. And they may be rescinded or 
ignored when they become obsolete. 

In step-families, however, two or 
more groups come together in a new 
family, with each group expecting all 
of their old rules to apply. Since that 
is clearly impossible, a new set of rules 
is needed immediately. Realizing this 
need is the easy part. The hard part is 

The Yitti Leibel 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HELPLINE 
No Problem is Too Big ••• 

No Problem is Tho Small ••• 
:LJ ls there soine tei:rible' thing happening in 

your - fatnily-' that yo'u are afraid , or 
ashrutied-toieU anyone? 

CJ Ate: you -a _teenage of youn,g_ adult having 
problems 'that -are too difficult for you 
to handle?? 

d Are you a: sirigle 'or married ind ix.peti~ 
eriCing pel'S'oil:al -or inter,;,,persona1 con
flicts-?? 

0 -Are you confronted with a sitoation'that 
requires yOu to-find an Objective listener"? 

Some of the Torah community's highly 
skilled, therapist!:- '1te_ -available _,to talk -10 
you_ an the p/t(Jne1 _'ff!ith-total a11onymity. 

11 () l R S 

Monday· Friday (Day) 8:00AM • 12:00 N(>0n 

Monday. Friday (Eve.) 8:00PM. tl:OOrM 

Sunday 9:00AM • 12:00 Noon 
9:00PM • Jl:OOPM 

oia1 (718) HELP-NOW<4>S·7669J 
In Chicago, call .l •8®·HELN123 
In New Jersey, call 1·908-363·1010 

This month's seryice of the help line has _been dedicated 

• ., llY.l\!J) >1?y? 
1l il')IN i1\!JY.l 

? "t tlM)Y.l ?N)f)) 'I 
n" :::11n 'l\!Jn '1 r\?!l) 

n>::i'VJ )1?y? 
)l:::I 1i1'll:rlY.l .lll i1N? 

Dedicat•d by: 
Mr. & Mrs. Samael Wilhelm 

29 



getting everyone to agree on the new 
rules and to let go of the old rules. 
When custody is shared, for example, 
this can become a veritable negotiat
ing nightmare. 
• Becoming a family: Most families 
simply take it for granted that all mem
bers share the common identity of 
belonging to that family. Does a boy 
ever question, for example, whether or 
not to call his mother "Mommy"? Of 
course not. But in step-families, the 
issue of what to call the step-parent 
strikes at the core of the challenge of 
becoming a family. 

When nine-year-old Surie's eyes 
well up with tears and she shouts defi
antly, uBut you are not my 'Tatty'!)) she 
is reminding everyone how far they are 
from becoming a family. It is the diffi
culty in creating this new sense of 
togetherness that may frustrate the new 
parents more than anything else. As they 
juggle the adjustments of living with 
each other, the new couple must help 
their biological and stepchildren work 
toward becoming a family. 

Once that eagerly sought-after, 
shared family identity has been 
achieved, everyone feels more secure, less 
threatened and more comfortable with 
the new family arrangement. Instead of 
feeling like they come from a "broken 
family," they feel like they belong to a 
"blended family." 
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HELP OVER THE HURDLES 

H
ow can step-families over
come all the challenges they 
face? What can they do to 

make the transition from step-family 
to blended family easier? 

First, there are some things which 
all step families need to know. 
• Becoming a family takes time. In the 
hypothetical example cited above, 
Surie might be willing to call her step
father," Tatty," "Daddy;' or ('Abba," after 
she has had a few months living 
together with him and getting to 
know him. But if she is forced to use 
a title that is uncomfortable for her 
before she is ready, she may never 
bridge the gap of resentment which 
will be generated by her parents' 
impatience. 
• No matter how well everyone gets 
along before the remarriage, stresses 
and conflicts can and will emerge once 
the new family has been officially 
reconstituted. It doesn't mean you did 
anything wrong and it doesn't mean 
you made a mistake by getting remar
ried. It just means you are a typical 
step-family going through the growing 
pains of adjustment. 
• Because of the dramatic and sudden 
nature of the changes in everyone's 
lives, all rules and limits need to be 
openly and frequently discussed, stat-

ed clearly and concretely, and imposed 
on a trial or temporary basis only. The 
rules also need to be reevaluated and 
closely monitored for how they affect 
all concerned. 
• When discipline is needed, the one 
imposing it must be the biological par
ent, at least initially. But won't that 
undermine the authority of the step
parent? Won't that discourage the 
child from treating the step-parent like 
a real parent? Won't that delay the 
process of becoming a family? No, no, 
and NO! 

If the discipline comes from the bio
logical parent only, at least in the 
beginning, it allows the child to devel
op a positive relationship with the step
parent. It will also acknowledge the 
reality that the step-parent does lack 
authority by virtue of his or her 
strangeness. 

If you met someone for the first 
time who was only critical, you would
n't want to have anything to do with 
that person. But if your best friend 
finds fault with you, you can accept it, 
regardless of how severe the rebuke 
may be. Why? Because if you have an 
established relationship with someone, 
you can tolerate criticism from them. 

Step-parenting is no different. Step
parents can and should discipline 
their stepchildren, but not right away. 
They must allow time for a positive 
relationship to develop before they can 
risk imposing sanctions. This may take 
months, not days or weeks. 
• A family is not a democracy. Yes, 
every member of a family must get the 
message that his or her feelings are 
important and taken into considera
tion. But votes cast by parents must 
always carry more weight than those 
cast by children, otherwise the parent
child relationship becomes inverted, 
like a tail wagging the dog. 
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• 
Because of the 

dramatic and 

sudden nature of the 

changes in everyone's 

lives, all rules and limits 

need to be openly and 

frequently discussed, 

stated clearly and 

concretely, and 

imposed on a trial or 

temporary basis only. 

• STEPS FOR STEP-PARENTS 

I
n addition to what step-families 
need to know, there are some prac
tical things that step-families can do 

which will help them to successfully 
meet the challenges they face. 
• Consult other step-families. You sim
ply cannot imagine how normal your 
difficulties are until you speak with oth
ers who are--or have been-in the same 
situation. This comparing of notes 
reduces isolation) generates support 
and provides many practical solutions. 
• Respect all prior relationships. Every
one has faults. And that includes peo
ple who used to be married to each 
other. But it is not the job of a step-par
ent or a biological parent to denigrate 
the other biological parent. (See "Two 
'Ex's and a 'Why?"' JO March, '93, for an 
in-depth analysis of the destructive 
consequences of overlooking this fact.) 

During custody or visitation, the 
other parent may act in ways you dis
approve of, but you will not score points 
with your children by criticizing your ex
spouse or your spouse's ex-spouse in 

front of the children. Such conduct on 
your part will only send a message to 
your children that parents are not to be 
respected. Ultimately, you will pay for 
that mistake with dividends of chutzpa 
aimed at you. 
• If problems arise, don't wait to seek 
help. Help is available. (See "Where to 
Get Help," below.) 

The structure of a step-family is new 
to all members. But step-families are not 
new. Instead of trying to reinvent the 
wheel, step-families can benefit from 
resources of accumulated wisdom, 
based on the experiences of other step
families. Not to reach out for help when 
it is needed would be not only foolish, 
but cruel. 

SHALOM BAYIS 

T
he word bayis means both "house" 
and "home." As every homeown
er knows, it takes time for a house 

to feel like a home. After much work and 
some time, however, most houses do fee) 
like home. The same is true for step-fam
ilies. In time, adjustments can be made 
which will enable everyone to feel at 
home in the new family. 

The word shalom also has two mean
ings: "peace" and "complete." So when 
step-families achieve peace and feel 
complete, then they have attained real 
shalom bayis. 

WHERE TO GET HELP 

• Pamphlets, publications and books 
on step-families and step-parenting 
can be obtained from The Stepfam
ily Foundation, Inc., 333 West End 
Avenue/New York, NY I 0023/ 
(212)877-3244. 

• To find a good family therapist in 
private practice who is Orthodox and 
experienced in working with step
families, call the Yitti Leibel Helpline 
(718)HELP-NOW for a referral. 
While the Helpline is located in New 
York City, referrals are made to ther
apists in other major Torah centers 
throughout North America. 

• To find a good family service agency 
with reduced fees or a sliding scale: 
in New York City, call the Helpline; 
out-of-town, ask your local Rav or 
your family physician. • 
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1SECOND 
I LOOKS 

Looking For Your 
Face in the Picture 

D
id you ever scan a group photo 
in search of your face amongst 
the multitudes? At least part of 

your profile, or your "trademark" 
raised-eyebrow? Nothing there. Then 
someone points to your tell-tale promi
nent ear or pointy chin: "That's you!" 

But if that's all they show of you, isn't 
it more cartoon than photograph?-car
icature rather than portrait? 

On occasion, we spot a news story 
headline that talks to us-or at least, 
about us. We search for fulfillment of the 
promise, and then drop the paper with 
disappointment, but not real surprise. 

A case in point: the Jewish Tele
graphic Agency Daily News Bulletin (the 
news service that brings information 
and commentary to the vast majority of 
America's Anglo-Jewish newspapers) 
for September 12-that was the day 
before Erev Rosh Hashana-ran as its 
lead story: 

THE DAYS OF AWE 
HIGH HOLIDAYS MARK PERIOD OF 

REFLECTION, RECONCILIATION 

The I 0 days between Rosh Hashana 
and Yorn Kippur are a special time. 

The Days of Awe, as they are known, 
have a rhythm unique among the 
cycles of the Jewish year as a period of 
reflection and self-evaluation as fews 
the world over prepare for the Day of 
Judgment. 

On Rosh Hashana, according to Jew
ish tradition, G-d pencils each of our 
names into the books of life and death, 
deciding who will prosper and who will 
suffer in the coming year. 

If we work hard to redeem our
selves ... we have a chance to change the 
course of events before G-d determines 
our fate on the Day of Judgment, Yom 
Kippur, when our fate is inscribed in 
indelible ink. 

It can be an intense #me. 
An engaging beginning. I mentally 

leap ahead, and anticipate the reporter's 
comments on our community's intro
spective preparations. After all, the Rav 
of every shul delivers a Shabbos Shuva 
drasha, focusing on areas that require 
improvement-both in matters of 
Divine service and interpersonal deal
ings. And the utility poles and store win
dows in the Bora Park and Flatbush 
neighborhoods of Brooklyn are cus
tomarily crowded with posters 
announcing this or that special lecture 
on a teshuva theme. Prominent in some 
forty-two venues across the map
from Montreal to San Diego, and points 
in between-were the special presenta
tions on the theme: "Nosei B'ol Im 
Chaveiro. .. Why We Witness the Pain of 
Others," and the obligation to get 
involved in lightening our fellow's bur
den.' Wouldn't these lectures be part of 
the "reflection and reconciliation" fea
tured in the JTA story? 

The Full Gamut, Almost 

P
erusing the 130-some lines that 
comprise the JTA story, the read
er is treated to a panoply of 

responses to these "spiritually charged" 
days, ranging from the counsel of Rab
bis Kerry Olitsky and Rachel Sabath 
(Reform) to the musings of Rabbi 
David Wolpe (Conservative) and 
Leonard Fein (Reform), plus a couple of 
lines about Marc Stein (Orthodox) of 
the AJC, and then back to a feminist 
tashlich that involved 

building paper boats, talking about 
···----··-----·-·---·-----.... ----·---· 

'These lectures were part of the Eighth Nationwide 
Yorn Jyun, a focus on a fundamental aspect of our 
eternal, loving bond with each other, sponsored by 
the Torah Projects Division of Agudath Israel of 
America in conjunction with the Chafetz Chaim 
Heritage Foundation and Aneinu (a Tehillim Group 
For the Benefit of the Sick). 
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the sins that each vessel represented 
and sending them floating down the 
waters around Manhattan ... "along the 
Harlem River, which we hardly 
noticed because it was so full of sin by 
much larger polluters." 

Eventually the reporter arrives at 
"some Chasidic Jews [performing] ... the 
ritual known as 'Kapporas':' This is fol
lowed by a vivid, detailed description: 

Enormous flatbed trucks stacked 
with cages full of live chicken begin to 
park in neighborhoods inhabited by 
the devoutly Orthodox. 

In the darkness of the night before 
Yorn Kippur eve, the faithful crowd 
around the trucks.... Each person 
takes a live chicken-holds it by its 
ankles and swings it around their 
heads, encanting a blessing transfer
ring their sins to the chicken. 

Then the chickens are ritually 
slaughtered and defeathered in a 
building nearby whose floor runs red 
with entrails and blood. [How eco
logically appalling compared to the 
wistful flotilJa of sin-bearers on the 
Harlem River!] 

And that's it for )TA's focus on the 
Torah community. 

One searches further for the tear
stained pages of the Tefillas Zaka in the 
Yorn Kippur Machzor, wherein consci
entious, devout Jews freely forgive any
one who may have wronged them so "no 
one may suffer on my account." One 
yearns to recapture the rustle of papers 
as the mispallelim entreat G-d for for
giveness. When they refer to various aids 
employed for reciting a full-hearted, 
comprehensive Viduy (confessional)
ranging from Xeroxes of the Chayei 
Adam's expansion on ''Ashamnu (We 
have been guilty ... )", copies of the 
ArtScroll translations and elaborations 
on the ''Al Cheit," to personal notes and 
resolutions. One pines to tremble to the 
palpable tension during Ne'ila, when 
Jews beseech G-d to help them repair 
damage caused by irresponsible use of 
others' property .... We know we have 
problems. But we wrestle with them and 
try to solve them. We recognize our 
shortcomings, but we also try to correct 
them. Is this reflected in the )TA release? 
Is it hinted at?-alluded to? Is it in there, 

somewhere, lost among the flatbed 
trucks and the bloody entrails of the 
Kapporas chickens? 

Author! Author! 

W
here does this strange bias 
come from? This Pre-Rosh 
Hashana story was penned 

by the same writer who early this year 
did a )TA feature story on the loyal, 
hard-working wives of the Lakewood 
Kolle! fellows, who by virtue of dedi
cation and shared values, are partners 
in their husbands' spiritual growth 
through their Talmudic studies. The 
way this writer had it, however, these 
hapless spouses are caught in a no
way-out trap of abject poverty in 
which their chosen life-style has 
imprisoned them. That gem of jour
nalistic inventiveness opened with the 
description of a Kolle! wife in her 
advanced pregnancy who had difficulty 
snapping her seatbelt as she prepared 
herself for her evening car service run, 
which she performed to help support 
her struggling family. 

When the author of that piece was 
called, asking for the identity of this 
woman-an informal survey of the 
thousand or so Kolle! wives in Bais 
Medrash Govoha had come up with no 
one who even remotely fits this descrip
tion-the author replied that the sub
ject was a "composite." (You know: three 
women's three-months' pregnancies ... 
add another lady's mail order business 
which employs her brother-in-law's 
taxi service ... plus some midnight oil 
burned on a new computer venture ... 
and there you've got it.) So much for 
journalistic integrity. 

We respectfully ask the )TA service to 
expand its sources of information to do 
justice to the thriving Torah communi
ty, instead of picking up on a grain of 
this, a speck of that, bringing it all 
together with the epoxy of creative-and 
libelous-imagination. It would be 
heart-warming to pick up a )TA news 
bulletin claiming to mirror the full 
gamut of the Jewish experience and
lo and behold!-actually see our own 
reflection in it. • 
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Jeremy Kagan 
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I 
find a spot among the benches that 
have been wedged together to make 
space for the dancing. I am already 

bathed in sweat and need to rest. I have 
a moment to reflect on the music-its 
careful arrangement, the smoothness of 
the shifts from one song to another) the 
balanced harmonies. This is quality stuff. 
When they come to a song with words 
I can meditate and I will return to the 
circle. It is Hakofos Sh'nios, a Motza'ei 
Yam Tov tradition in Jerusalem. A nice 
way to conclude what has been a diffi
cult holiday. 

Succos is supposed to be Z'man Sim
chaseinu--The Season of Our joy. There 
is a Torah obligation to be b'simcha on 
Succos more than on other holidays. I 
was already having difficulty getting into 
the spirit of things Erev Chag because 
of the frightful number of people I know 
that are undergoing treatment for can
cer. 1"he announcement Erev Yam Tov 
that there would be ten funerals for sol
diers shot in the territories was a colos
sal blow to someone that was already 
down. That number would eventually 
grow to fifteen. 

We sometimes have a tendency to 
relate to deaths as statistics, the degree 
of loss measured by the size of the num
ber. This happens when we don't know 
anything about the lives of the people 
that died. We cannot relate to them per
sonally on any level so they are mere 
numbers. One of the prices we in the 

Jeremy Kagan, who studied in a Jerusalem Kolle! for 
a number of years before serving in Tzahal, is on 
tbe faculty of several seminaries in Jerusalem. Th is 
is his first appearance in these pages. 
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Kohelles 3,4 

• 
This year our tragedies 

crowded in upon the 

holiday itself. In Chag 
Ha'asif, the holiday of 

gathering, we gathered 

pain along with our 

wheat. How can we be 

commanded to be ioyful 

at a time like th is~ 

• 
religious community pay for being 
exempt from army service is that when 
a tragedy like the one that struck us Erev 
Chag takes place, we are far removed 
from the loss. We cannot learn or grow 
from the punishment Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu has dealt us because we do not feel 
the pain. 

Though I did not know any of the 
people who died, I have spent enough 
time in the army in my post-Kolle! years 
to have met people like them. For me, 
they are more than numbers. It is 
never pleasant when a person dies, but 
it is that much more painful when he 
was young and full of potential, talent, 
and motivation. Based on the rank and 
the units of those involved, you can be 
assured that we lost very special people. 

The fifteen funerals also say nothing 

of those who managed to survive the 
combat but sustained injuries that will 
leave them scarred or crippled for life. 
It also gives no hint of the parents, 
brothers, sisters, and close friends whose 
lives will be shattered as a result of these 
deaths. The wound that was dealt to Kial 
Yisroel on that pre-Succos day is almost 
incalculable. 

!
managed to get through Yam Tov 
reasonably well, as there were plen
ty of distractions. As is customary, 

I was exhausted Succos night. The day's 
davening was blessedly long and I had 
a chavrusa in the afternoon. I did not 
realize I had a problem until I went to 
a simchas beis hasho'eiva. When a nig
gun continues for a half-hour, there is 
time to contemplate the joy of the time, 
to turn inward and touch the sweetness 
of inner connection. But every time I 
tried, the thought came back of all those 
parents who were mourning the loss of 
a precious son. 

Whether through the gift of time or 
the magic of the day, on Simchas Torah 
I was able to involve myself in the danc
ing and singing: "V'chayei olam natta 
besocheinu-And infinite life You plant
ed in our midst:' This does not refer only 
to the next world. It also means that 
through the Torah, Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
has blessed us with the opportunity to 
touch in this world something so deep 
that it is eternal. He has given our lives 
meaning." V'hivdilanu min ha'toyim
And He has separated us from those 
who err;' from those whose lives are 
utterly meaningless. 

----·--··----·---··---------------
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S
imchas Torah was over and I 
wanted to have a last taste of that 
joy, to store up a little more for the 

coming year. I was sitting, perspiring, 
waiting for the next appropriate niggun 
so I could get up and rejoin the danc
ing. I glanced over behind the bema, and 
there he was. He was gazing at the danc
ing crowd. He looked thoughtful. Not 
particularly happy, not particularly 
sad-thoughtful. What was he thinking? 
Was he imagining his son jumping and 
smiling among the dancers? Was he 
looking at the other 17-year-olds in the 
crowd, wondering about their lives? 

He would not be joining them. He 
came only to watch. He is not in the 
mood of dancing. His son was gunned 
down while waiting for a bus to take him 
home from Yeshiva in a drive-by shoot
ing in the territories a few month ago. 
I felt a powerful desire to cry well up 
inside me. All I could do was imagine 
the horror I would feel if chas v'shalom 
my son were to be taken away-first the 
pain, and then the anger. 

How does Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
want me to respond to this situation? 

The music blasts away with its fast, joy
ous melodies, the dancers whirling to 
keep pace; a Sefer Torah parades through 
the crowd, children of all ages laughing 
and playing. And this man, so much 
here, and yet so much not a part of the 
celebrating. This is my neighbor-I 
know what his life looks like. Is not his 
pain my pain? What does Hashem want 
me to feel this Motza'ei Simchas Torah? 

T
here is a great deal of suffering in 
the world. We, however, are gift
ed with short me1nories. Time 

removes the intensity of the hurt, and 
when Z'man Simchaseinu arrives, it is 
easy to dance. This year our tragedies 
crowded in upon the holiday itself. In 
Chag Ha'asif, the holiday of gathering, 
we gathered pain along with our wheat. 

How can we be commanded to be 
joyful at a time like this? I sat in thought 
for a few moments. I realized that what 
allows us to feel the sharpness of the loss 
oflife, that which makes mourning itself 
meaningful and gives honor to the life 
of the dead, is the fact that we appreci
ate the preciousness of life. The Midrash 

Over the past several months a revolution has taken place in Yeshiva/Day 
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states that the intense joy that is specif
ic to Succos is a joy over life-the joy 
which flows from the sense that we have 
been granted a new year of chayim. On 
Simchas Torah, we revel in the intense 
quality of that life. The Torah gives us 
access and a1lows us to experience the 
infinite depth and meaning of chayim: 
"V'chayei olam natta besocheinu:' It is the 
contrast to this preciousness of life that 
gives mourning its bitter bite, yet makes 
it meaningful. The mourning, in turn, 
serves to emphasize and sharpen our 
appreciation of the joy and preciousness 
of life. The purpose of it all is life, both 
in this world and the next, not death. 
"V'hivdilanu min hatoyim... V' chayei 
olam natta besocheinu.... And He sep
arated us from those who stray ... And 
implanted eternal life within us." I 
returned to the dance floor. • 

no'ro rnw-1:> ':>?!!nii'>1 T!dn HJ 
~ i;>:i 

T'IT.I 

i1r.l~ ~ D''n 
'"l ,., i1,''V 1::i 

ll'!"'1 'l01T1 ~ 

The Jewish Observer, November 1996 



Binyamin L. Jolkovsky 

The Quatromini Principle
From Mass to ''Motzi'' 

I
oey Quatromini remembers well the 
day the Southern Baptist Convention 
reaffirmed, for the 11th time, its goal 

target Jews in hope they will forge a 
"personal relationship" with the Chris
tian Savior. 

Responding to an announcement 
that the group would begin shoring up 
its missionary activities and, in expec
tation of successful results, actively 
build churches in Jewish communities, 
Jewish defense groups quickly shot off 
press releases. On national TV, their 
leaders' statements ran the gamut of 
emotions, from hurt to anger. 

But for Joey, a recent graduate of the 
Catholic Queen of Peace parochial 
school in North Arlington, New jersey, 
near New York City, the actions on the 
part of the Jewish groups were "bewil
dering" -and "not very well thought
out." 

"Missionizing to the unchurched is 
a fundamental of Christianity;' observes 
Quatromini. "And in America, there is, 
by most accounts, still a constitutionally 
protected right of 'Freedom of Reli
gion."' 

An opinion typical of a Catholic 
school graduate? Perhaps. But there is 
nothing typical about this 18-year-old. 
For one thing Quatromini is Jewish. He 
is also Orthodox, and proudly wore his 
yarmulke and tzitzis fringes to mass. 

"There is but one way to truly pro
tect a Jew from the clutches of mis
sionaries. And that is to make sure he 
has a solid grounding in Judaism. With 
protection like that, one can take on the 
world," observes Quatromini, who says 
he speaks from experience. "Faxes and 
sound bytes simply won't cut it." 

Binyamin L. Jolkovsky is a journalist who lives in 
Brooklyn. His articles have appeared in The Jewish 
Observer as well as in Yated Ne'eman, Christian Sci
ence M011itor, The Washington Times, The Forward 
and The Jewish Week (NY & DC). 

T
hat product of a devout Catholic 
mother and an atheist Italian 
father, Quatromini came up in an 

almost purely Catholic neighborhood in 
suburban New jersey. He was the pride 
not only of his parents, but his parish. 
A serious student with a high GPA, joey 
was one of "only a handful" within his 
grade, he says, who "actually took [his] 
religious studies seriously." 

His classes in ritual, philosophy and 
Bible were "the highlight of my day;' 
Quatromini recalls. "While others in my 
class would scoff, I would probe." For a 
short time, as a youngster, he even con
sidered joining the clergy. 

Quatromini's first encounter with 
Jews, by his own account, "was not a very 
positive one:' A Jewish family had 
moved next door to him. But their chil
dren were immediately shunned by 
nearly all those their age. 

"Jews are the opposite of Christians;' 
was how one of his friends explained his 
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actions, He told joey he was only echo
ing his parents' sentiments. 

Then came an explosive bombshell. 
Quatromini's mother-whom he 

describes as "the epitome of the church
going Catholic"-whispered to him 
that until the age of 37, she, too, had 
been Jewish. She revealed that, in fact, 
he had an entire branch of his family tree 
that he was unaware of. That as a child 
of a born-Jewish mother, Jews actually 
considered him one of their own. 

1"hat day, recalls Quatromini, "was 
one of the most confusing in my life:' 
For the Catholic school student who 
would often debate the relevance of 
Catholic ritual with lesser-believing 
peers, "Christianity was the beginning 
and end of Truth-capital 'T'." 

Quatromini responded to his 
quandary by choosing to evade the 
implications. Despite an "awakening;' he 
continued to believe in the supremacy 
of Christianity. 
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T
hen his sister began dating an 
Israeli immigrant who was in the 
process of some soul-searching. 

Quatromini was ultimately invited to 
join a Partners in Torah program. The 
national venture, a project of Torah 
Umesorah, the New York City-based 
National Society of Hebrew Day 
Schools, offers free one-on-one tutori
als in a group setting. Topics covered 
range from the basics of Hebrew-read
ing to advanced Talmud. 

"Jews across North America, many of 
whom only recently became aware of 

their Jewishness, are hungry for a no
strings-attached forum to learn more 
about their heritage," explains Rabbi Eli 
Gewirtz, national director of Partners in 
Torah, who is in the process of estab
lishing similar programs in every Jew
ish community nationwide. "Many 
well-intentioned people miss the mark 
in trying to combat the influence of mis
sionaries. What works for most people, 
as it did for Joey, is providing a chance 
for them to become )ewishly literate." 

After taking a "long and hard look at 
Christianity," as viewed through the 

MIDRASH AND A MAASEH by 
Hanoch Teller, is a rich and varied col
lection of inspirational. heartwarming 
stories. Every parsha contains two 
chapters that begin with a Midrash 
and commentary. followed by an 
uplifting, unforgettable story illus
trating the point. You'll find familiar 
classics along with wonderful new 
stories in two volumes you'll 
come to treasure throughout the year. 

And there's no better time to begin this collection, than right now, at 
the very beginning 

This beautiful two-volume s!ipcased set is also a perfect Yorn Tov gift - for yourself, or 
someone you know. 
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prism of Jewish thought and Scripture, 
Quatromini concluded that what has 
appeared to him as "Truth;' was, in actu
ality, "a mixture of paganism with a 
sprinkling of Jewish flavor thrown in to 
give it historical legitimacy." He realized 
that "although Christians speak of their 
religion as 'enlightened,' it is, in every 
possible way, archaic." 

In time, Quatromini returned to his 
roots, accepting upon himself an Ortho
dox way of life as best as he could. As a 
high school senior, however, he was not 
ready to lose his credits earned in 
Queen of Peace and he continued to 
attend the parochial high school, wear
ing a yarmulke and tzitzis fringes, even 
to mass. The service was a part of the 
school day requirements which he was 
unable to be excused from. 

As to be expected, the nuns at his 
school were far from pleased with his 
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radical changes. And they were not shy 
about letting him know it. 

( ( It's high time for Jewry's leaders 
to realize that the only way for 
Jews to combat missionaries, or, 

for that matter even intermarriage, is to 
make sure that rank and file have a 
strong grasp and love of the Torah. It is 
not enough to lay the responsibility of 
defending the Torah on others, or just 
the Orthodox," asserts Quatromini. 

Sounding much like the Talmud 
scholar he now aspires to be, Quatro
mini adds: "If I, who spent all my school 
years studying Christianity, and took my 
religion seriously, can embrace Judaism 
wholeheartedly after studying its wis
dom, all the more so will Jews who 
already identify as Jews go to lengths to 
defend it. That is, if they are only given 
the tools." ... Kai ve'chomer. 

Resources now being used for "feel
good intermarriage counseling," argues 
Quatromini, should instead be set aside 
for "preventative medicine-day school 
and yeshiva subsidies." 

And while much condemnation has 
resulted from the Southern Baptist 
Conference's proclamation-including 
denouncements from several Christian 
sects-Quatromini believes the incident 
was not all bad. 

"If anything, it has served as a wake
up call for Jewry to address issues crit
ical to its survival. Not ecumenical dia
logue, but an embracing of the precious 
heritage that is Judaism;' says Quatro
mini, who has exchanged life at Queen 
of Peace for a new beginning in the City 
of Peace. 

This fall the college freshman began 
studying at Yeshiva Aish Ha Torah in the 
Old City. • 
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DEFINING TIIEAGENDA WITH 
REFORM: BEYOND THE BATTLEFIELD 

To the Editor: 
Levi Reisman's polemic ("We Are No 

Longer One;' JO May '96) takes Reform 
Rabbi Simeon Maslin to task for blam
ing the Orthodox for the vast gulf that 
divides us, and rips apart Reform while 
he is at it. Writing such articles is very 
cathartic. The question is, what do they 
accomplish? 

I will get straight to the point: Agu
dath Israel has won the battle against 
pluralism. Orthodox rabbis under 65 
who will sit on Boards of Rabbis are 
hard to find. Our own children are not 
in the least impressed with these move
ments and they are not the slightest 
threat to "Torah True Judaism:' This was 
not the case a generation ago when 
Rabbi Aaron Kotler dramatically 
changed the way Orthodoxy dealt with 
heterodoxy. Now, it is time to see what 
the reality is and reassess our approach. 

Unfortunately, American Jewry is so 
''Americanized" that Jewish values do 
not come naturally. Millions of dollars 

are being spent by the organized Jewish 
community to create programming 
that will give a little "Jewish Identity" to 
the children and to "empower" their par
ents to put a little Judaism into their 
homes. Most of this "nonjudgmental," 
"non-threatening," informal education 
seems less than effective to many com
mitted observers, but it is all "they" are 
willing to do. 

We know that what really works is 
Torah and mitzvos. Yet, because we have 
chosen to legitimize Reform and Con
servative rabbis by writing polemics and 
treating them as ideological adver
saries, we have cut ourselves off from 
many opportunities to influence indi
viduals and demonstrate what Ortho
doxy really is. A prominent rabbi and 
Rosh Yeshiva, who speaks at Agudah 
Conventions, publicly stated (it's on 
tape) that he once spoke to the Broth
erhood of a Conservative synagogue 
about the topic of Shabbos. He 
describes how people came up to him 
afterwards and said, "Our rabbi never 
told us this. We want to join your shuZ:' 
To which the rabbi answered, "If you are 
going to drive, don't come." He did not 
offend them, but let them know in yet 
another way how holy Shabbos is. 

Another rabbi, widely admired as a 
great talmid chacham, participated in an 
inter-dominational symposium on 
"Women in the Clergy:' I asked him for 
his rationale. He answered that it is 
wrong for us to concede by default every 
debate to those who malign our position. 

Not just a cheese, 
a tradition ... 
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He did not legitimize his opponents' cre
dentials or point of view. He rational
ly explained "our" point of view to an 
audience that would otherwise never 
have heard a Torah-true perspective. 

Perhaps, in 1996, we should try to 
find every possible way to reach Jews 
before they are even further away from 
any vestige of Jewish tradition. Can an 
Orthodox outreach group go into a non
orthodox synagogue building (not dur
ing services and not in the sanctuary) 
to teach Hebrew, to explain mitzvos? Is 
there any variation depending on who 
asks the question and which city we are 
asking about? How broad is the "issur"? 

RABBI ELCHONON 0BERSTEIN 
Randallstown Synagogue Center, Baltimore 

The Author Responds: 

After reading Rabbi Oberstein's let
ter, I reread my original article. Did I 
really write a polemic which "rips the 
Reform apart"? More importantly, did 
I take Simeon Maslin to task? After all, 
I said he was right about a number of 
things. If anything, I want to reduce the 
shrillness and volume of the interde
nomational exchanges. (By the way, 
with all the shrill rhetoric emanating 
from our less-observant brethren in the 
wake of the Israeli elections, I would like 
to find those in the Conservative and 
Reform camp who would like to do the 
same.) If I had written a generalized 
attack on Reform Judaism, per se, 
Rabbi Oberstein's argument would be 
valid, but my article was directed to their 
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attack on Orthodoxy, on observant 
Jews, on us as a community. Rather than 
argue against Reform ideology, I tried 
to give our perspective on the issues that 
Simeon Maslin raised in his speech. 

Rabbi Oberstein appears to think that 
the issue at hand is religious pluralism. 
If we have won the battle against plu
ralism, so he argues, we no longer need 
treat the Conservative and Reform as 
our ideological adversaries. In view of 
events in Eretz Yisroel, I must disagree. 
But even if we have won the battle, even 
if our children are not attracted by het
erodox movements, that is not why I 
wrote what I did. Torah Judaism does 
not exist in a world by itself. We live 
alongside Jews of every ideological 
stripe and persuasion, and just as we 
view them through the lens of Torah, 
they view us through the lens of their 
own viewpoints. Thus, when they 
portray us from their point of view, we 
should be obligated to respond with a 
description of the same situation from 
our perspective. 

Rabbi Oberstein asks what do arti
cles such as mine accomplish. Anoth
er way to ask the question is, should we 
be writing them at all? My answer, obvi
ously, is "yes," under certain circum
stances. When we are attacked, we must 
respond, otherwise we are deemed to 
admit the validity of the attack. Fur
thermore, we should provide our per
spective on the issues raised by the other 
side. Blanket condemnations of the 
Conservative and Reform movements 
accomplish nothing at all, except to bela
bor the obvious and achieve the cathar
tic effect Rabbi Oberstein alludes to. On 
the other hand, a reasoned response to 
something said about us is very much 
called for, and can open lines of com
munication by showing others how we 
think. To use Rabbi Oberstein's words, 
we should try to rationally explain "our" 
point of view to an audience that 
would otherwise never have heard it. 

When Rabbi Oberstein states that "we 
should try to find every possible way to 
reach Jews before they are even further 
away from any vestige of Jewish tradi
tion," I cannot agree more. I sincerely 
agree that we have only thirty years at 
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most to bring back the nonobservant. I 
cannot comment on the questions Rabbi 
Oberstein raised as to what we may and 
may not do; I am not a rav or poseik. 
However, I could caution that "outreach" 
can degenerate into "overreach;' and we 
must not allow that to happen. 

Several minor points. First, Rabbi 
Oberstein seems to think that the eleven 
roshei yeshiva issued their psak forbid
ding mixed religious groups as a defen
sive measure. There are a number of 
issues and problems the psak addresses 
and it is wrong to ascribe any one pur-

pose to it. A fuller discussion would be 
the subject of another article. 

Secondly, the rabbi who told his Con
servative audience that if they were going 
to drive to his shul on Shabbos, they 
shouldn't come, risked offending them. 
An alternative would be one used by an 
acquaintance who, in . i_nviting non
observant guests to his son's bar mitz
va, wrote on the invitation: "If you wish 
to come, please let us know several days 
in advance, so we can arrange a place for 
you to stay for the entire Shabbos:' 

LEVI REISMAN 
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Rabbi Strassfeld ("Thoughts of a 
Wounded Child"-Oct. '96). It's a mas
terpiece. 

I urge you to reprint the end of the 
article, from mid p.15-" A child from 
a warm ... :' I fear that many readers do 
not have the patience to read through an 
entire article, particularly those who need 
it most. The article is not only good to 
the last drop, but the part about express
ing love is so vital. This part should stand 
alone to assure its being read. 

YOSEF WOLK 
Baltiniore, MD 

"Trotter ... absolute 
best treadmill. 
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ROLE IN MITZVA OBSERVANCE 

To the Editor: 
It was with great interest that I read 

your recent Books in Review report on 
Rabbi Yisroel ben Reuven's Male and 
Female He Created Them, by Rabbi Yis
roel Miller. The author questions a com
mon but "invalid" response to the 
question of women's exemption from 
certain time-bound commandments, 
which has been to say that their exemp
tion is because "in actuality women are 
higher spiritually than men, and are not 
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in need of commandments:' He suggests 
that since none of the books proposing 
this idea offer a classical source for this 
idea, it is completely false. 

I believe, however, that the source for 
this explanation can be found in Rabbi 
S .. Hirsch's commentary on Chumash 
( Vayikra 23). He is quoted as follows: 

" ... Their being freed from certain 
time-bound commandments can most 
certainly not be on account of their 
being in any way of lesser worthiness 
or importance but it seems to us to be 
rather much more likely that the 
Torah did not impose these mitzvos on 
women because it did not consider 
them necessary to be demanded from 
women. All time-bound command
ments are meant, by symbolic proce
dures, to bring certain facts, principles, 
ideas and resolutions afresh to our 
minds from time to time to spur us on 
afresh and to fortify us to realize them 
to keep them. G-d's Torah takes it for 
granted that our women have greater 
fervor and more faithful enthusiasm 
for their G-d-serving calling and that 
this calling runs less danger in their 
case than in that of men from temp
tations which occur in the course of 
business and professional life. Accord
ingly, it does not find it necessary to 
give women these repeated spurring 
reminders to remain true to their call
ing, and warnings against weaknesses 
in their business lives. Thus, at the very 
origin of the Jewish People, G-d's fore
sight did not find it necessary to ensure 
their bond witb Him by giving women 
some permanent symbol in place of 
Milah for men. So, also at the Law
giving on Sinai, G-d reckoned first of 
all ( Shemos 19,3) on the faith and 
devotion of the women. So, also, the 
Jewish Nation has established the 
fact-and all our generations have 
inherited it-that in all the sins into 
which our nation has sunk, it has been 
11,,·lp"T::i oivl i:>v:J, the faithfulness of 
our women to their convictions and 
sense of duty, which has preserved and 
nurtured the seed of revival and 
return." 
I trust that this information will have 

proven to be helpful. 
NAME WfTHHELD BY REQUEST 

The author of the above letter is principal 
of a girls' high school in the 

New York Metropolitan Area.) 
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Chasam Sofer._rhese .selections_on tlie-weekly 
Torah readings will provoke, enlighten; stlmu~ 
late and Inform. 

Now Available: vol. 1 - Bereishis; 
Coming in -.vol. 2- Shemos 

l!nal:>i ..... ••' . . .... · ·.• ···.. . . .. •• 
beh!MOt l!ntl . ~net othe~i~t!! 
are; stO!les to tickle yoOi' funrty•bohe and to rog 
at the strings of your heart. tither wat, you Wiii 
change theWa\' you look at peC>ple. 

fn addition, The Other Side of the Story offers practlca1, successfVI 
strategies to integrate the principles of judging' favorably into our lives, 

I and offers a look at the wisdom that underlies this important concept. 
1 l3y Yehudis Samet. 
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