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On the Cover: In late spring, the ye ll ow lil y- like flowers of this 
eastern native droop modestly at the tip of a leafy stem. Blooming 
in open woods in New England, Ohio, and as far so uth as northern 
Florida and Louisiana, Uvularia perfoliata may also be ca ll ed mer­
rybe lls, wood merrybells, perfoliate bell wort, wood daffodil, hay­
bells, or cowbells. For help in making sense of botanical and com­
mon names, see page 34. Photograph by Jesse Harris. 

Left: Your vegetab le border will do double duty as an ornamental 
border when you include plants such as this lacy-flowered sea kale. 
For more ornamen ta l vegetab le choices, turn to page 26. Photo­
graph by Pamela Harper. 

Errata: The bougainvillea photo captions on pages 23 and 24 of 
the December magazine were reversed. In the November News 
Edition, the drawings on pages 1 and 2 should have been credited 
to Artemas P. Richardson. 
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 

Renewing a 
Iradition 

P
or more than 200 years-before, during, aNd after 
George Washington's ownership-the Society's land 
on the banks of the Potomac River, called River 

Farm, has been the site of horticultural endeavors. One 
crop replaced another as patterns of profitability or desires 
of the stewards changed. By the time the American 
Horticultural Society moved its headquarters to this 
historic site in the early 1970s, the original structure had 
grown into a gracious mansion complemented by 
appropriate garden areas, all respecting earlier traditions. 

It is in keeping with the past that the Board of Directors 
has initiated a program to revitalize the traditions of River 
Farm, not only for our members but also for surrounding 
communities and for the nation at large. The grounds offer 
a unique opportunity for us to collect, display, evaluate, 
and identify plants that truly merit recognition in gardens 
all across the country. For too long we have delayed 
planting our land with the new advancements in 
horticulture, but this beautiful setting above the river has 
niches for all sorts of collections that will increase our 
knowledge and enthusiasm for gardening, making our 
surroundings a "mini-showcase" of gardening 
achievements. 

The Enid A. Haupt Charitable Trust made it possible for 
River Farm to become a center for American horticulture, 
commemorated in grand festivities highlighted by Mrs. 
Richard Nixon planting a tree. Now the grounds need to 
be made as beautiful as such a center for horticulture 
deserves. This calls for the involvement of all members, 
and I encourage you to join the directors in making River 
Farm a rich experience for all American gardeners. 
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solid 14 karat gold and set with a 
dazzling full-cut diamond. Surrounded 
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A Beginners City Garden 

Several years ago Patricia Fountain 
and her husband, Andrew, bought 
a small house and shop in the heart 

of an English city. At the back was a very 
small, untidy yard, thirty feet long and 
fifteen feet wide. Four enormous sycamore 
maples (Acer pseudoplatanus) grew in a 
row against a boundary wall, blocking all 
light from the house. The day after they 
moved in Andrew cut these down; what 
remained was a rectangle of rubbish-strewn, 
unkempt grass with a concrete path lead­
ing to a wooden shed with a rusted irol'l 
roof. A ramshackle gate opened onto a 
back alley. 

There were two positive features. The 
yard faced due smIth and got sun from ten 
irn the morning to four in the evening, in 
spite of high neighboring walls. And a high 
garden wall of old red brick, in a fair state 
of repair, gave privacy on one side. On the 
other side was a chain link fence through 
which had grown tangled boxwood hedg­
ing mixed with honeysuckle, about three 
feet wide and obviously untouched for 
years. 

After replacing this fence with a wall of 
decorative concrete block, they extended 
the new wall across the yard for better 
proportion and to screen the shed and al­
ley, now reached through a gate between 
stone pillars. 

How should they proceed? Two things 
Patricia knew: she wanted space to stretch 
out in the sun on those few days when the 
English climate invites this, and she wanted 
to grow a lot of different plants in this 
small space. She first thought of a rock 
garden with alpine plants; however, she 
had reservations about this idea. Rock is 
costly, and a "poor man's rockery" of bro­
ken concrete would not be aesthetically 
acceptable. Besides, wouldn't a miniature 
mountain look ill at ease within the con­
fines of a city lot? Patricia's decision to 
forego a rock garden proved to be a good 
one. As she recently remarked, "Thinking 
small developed my interest in alpines, but 
certainly not to the exclusion of all else." 

Finally they reached a decision. They 
would build raised beds along the sides 
and bottom of the lot and pave the ground 
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RIGHT: Pleasingly curved raised beds highlight plantings in the Fountains' renovated garden. 
FAR RIGHT: Plants in this garden corner include Rosa 'Marlena'; Ceanothus 'Marie Simon'; 
Alchemilla mollis; Dianthus; campanulas; creeping phlox; variegated ivies; small hostas; Tolmiea 
menziesii 'Variegata '; and Cornus alba 'Elegantissima' with clematis growing through it. 



The yard had two 
positive features; it faced 
due south and got sun 
from ten in the morning 
to four in the evening, 
and a high garden wall 
of old red brick gave 
privacy on one side. 

between. They can idered va rious des igns, 
bur fl owing freefo rm curves needed mo re 
space than they had ava il a ble; sma ll er, in ­
fo rm al curves looked fu ssy; stra ight lines 
seemed ina rtisti c. One spring morning, as 
they sat outside drinkin g co ffee, Andrew 
traced an outlin e in th e dirt, combining 
straight lines with geo metric curves . Pa­
tricia liked it, so he then drew it to scale 
on graph paper. 

The walls of the ra ised beds were built 
of reconstituted stone. This is stone crushed 
and re-formed into blocks, a product more 
readily availa ble in England than actual 
stone, and less costly . Because they are 
uniform in size and shape, these blocks do 
not lend themselves to dry construction 
and crevice planting, so they were ce­
mented together. For paving, the Foun­
tains chose one-foot-square slabs to give 
the illusion of greater space. The slabs were 
set in sand so that water could drain away 
rapidly, a distinct advantage over solid 
paving in a cool and raiRY climate. 

For the raised beds, they used soil that 
had been excavated from the paved area; 
no soil was brought in. The garden had 
not been cultivated for several years, but 
the soil was sweet, rich loam. Although it 

PASSAGES UNLIMITED, 
INC. 

PRESENTS AHS TRAVEL 
1988 

Again in 1988 Passages Unlimited has 
designed three unique trips for the 
Society's membership. It is our great 
good fortune to have Dick Hutton, Board 
member and Pres ident of Conard­
Pyle/Star Roses, as our tour leader for 
two of these offerings. Back by popular 
demand is his trip to see The Gardens of 
the Riviera & Burgundy (June 11-25), 
featuring one week in the south of France 
and one week on the barge Yanine' in 
Burgundy. In October we will Fall Into 
Spring when Dick will also lead a three 
week trip of Rhododendrons and Roses' 
through the extraordinarily beautiful 
gardens of New Zealand, with a poss ible 
ex tension to Tahiti. 

By contrast to these exotic destinations 
we are also presenting the AHS ~t 
Home'In Virginia (April 23-May 1) with 
a tour during Historic Garden Week to 
visit many Restoration and private gar­
dens. We will conclude our week with a 
visit to the Society's Headquarters, River 
Farm. 

For information, please check below & mail 
this coupon to: Passages Unlimited, Inc. 
14 Lakeside Office Park 
Wakefield, MA 01880 
or Call 1-617-246-3575 

D Gardens of the Riviera & Burgundy 
(June 11-25) 

D Fall Into Spring (October 20-November 5) 
D AHS 'At Home' In Virginia (April 23-May 11) 

Name 

Address 

City _ _ _____ State_ Zip __ 

Phone ___________ _ 
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was alkaline, they grew ericaceous plants 
successfully by using plenty oJ peat and 
dosing the plants twice a year with liquid 
iron. A bed intended for tiny alpine plants 
was surfaced with quarter-inch turkey grit; 
the other beds were mulched with peat 
(unsuitable where summers are dry or very 
hot), ground bark, or mushroom compost. 

sunbathing, the Fountains resisted the 
temptation to grow plants in the paving, 
with the exception of a few pockets around 
the edges. An oregano (Origanum laevi­
gatum) was put in one of these, with the 
gray wall behind providing an excellent 
foil for the haze of purple-bracted flowers 
on foot-high reddish stems. The reddish 
brown (purple in gardening parlance), Bearing in mind its role as a place for 

Andromeda Ferns Magnolia 
Arborvitae Gardenia Orchids 

45 ¢ worth of Miracid® 
could have saved this $50 plant! 

When Azalea, Rhododendron or other evergreens turn sickly 
yellow, they could be dead before you know it. The problem is 
"yellow anemia" (Chlorosis) often caused by iron deficiency, 
soil alkalinity or malnutrition. These plants need Miracid. 

Miracid feeds, ironizes, . acidifies 
Ordinary plant foods just feed , but Miracid 
not only feeds .. . it ironizes to correct iron 
deficiency . . . and it acidifies to create gentle 
acid soil evergreens require . Miracid stops 
"yellow anemia:' stimulates new growth and 

Without With keeps plants green and beautiful. 
Miracid Miracid 

Starts working in 30 seconds 
Miracid works fast to save plants from "yellow anemia:' Goes to 
work in seconds. You'll see results fast. 

Why foundation plants need Miracid 
Harmful alkaline lime from cement foundations 
is continuously leaching into the soil, causing 
"yellow anemia:' Miracid helps maintain proper 
soil chemistry, keeps your valuable plants grow­
ing strong and beautiful. 

New easy way to treat all 
Azalea, Rhododendron, Camellia 
Apply Miracid with new ~~ 
Miracle-Gro No-CI 

Azalea Hemlock Pachysandra 
Blueberries Holly Rhododendron 
Camellia Hydrangea Spruce 
Dichondra Juniper Many more 
Dogwood Laurel 
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glossy-leaved rosettes of Ajuga rep tans 
'Multi color' spread out to hug the gray 
paving from another pocket, demonstrat­
ing how well these two coloFs accentuate 
each other. Purple-leaved, blue-flowered 
Viola labradorica filled another pocket. 

This was Patricia's first garden, and while 
planning and construction were going on, 
a collection of plants accumulated. "I knew 
nothing about plants," she said; she learned 
by reading and by trial and error. The book 
she fOUl'ld most helpful was a picture en­
cyclopedia with all the plants shown in 
color. She made a list of those she liked, 
then tracked them down by visiting dozens 
of nurseries and garden centers. Some plants 
that she couldn't find were grown from 
seed, including the dwarf, cut-leaved 
Paeonia tenuifolia. 

From the beginning, Patricia realized that 
because the whole garden was in view all 
the time, the plants had to "earn their keep;" 
in other words, they had to have a long 
flowering period, attractive foliage when 
not in flower, or at least the graGe to die 
down neatly without leaving a mess be­
hind. The larger shrubs had to be amtmable 
to severe pruning to keep them within 
bounds and also to underplanting with 
perennials, small bulbs, or non-invasive 
ground covers. She was very taken with 
variegated plants at first, especially ivies. 
"By the end there wasn't much uncovered 
wall." Plants soon discarded included del­
phiniums (except the charmingly bushy 
dwarf, Delphinium grandiflorum) because 
they invariably got wind-damaged, and 
Patricia was determined not to stake; and 
roses, because they were too much trouble 
with black spot and mildew-"although 
I did keep one or two very small ones." 

It didn' t take long to decide that most 
flowering shrubs, with their showy but brief 
burst of bloom, did not earn a place in a 
small garden. Homes were found for them 
in the larger gardens of friends. One of 
those retained was the dwarf Russian al­
mond, Prunus tene/la 'Firehill'. In spring, 
before the leaves appear, this is massed 
with single flowers of a glowing reddish­
pink. Left to grow as it chooses, it becomes 
a lax, three-foot bush. Instead, this spec­
imen was pruned to a vase-shaped, multi­
trunked framework with a rounded head 
of flowering branches, freeing the ground 
below right up to the trunk for such plants 
as hardy cyclamen. Cyclamen rep an dum 
flowers at the same time as Prunus tene/la 
and has blossoms of a matching rosy pink, 
but it is not very hardy and was lost in an 
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exceptionally cold winter. The hardiest and 
easiest species is C. hederifolium, with au­
tumnal flowers of pink or white. followed 
by leaves exquisitely patterned in gray and 
green that last all winter long. 
Nume~ous foliage shrubs earned their 

place, with gray, yellow, purple, or var­
iegated leaves from spring through fall. 
Purple-leaved kinds included a cut-leaved 
Japanese maple, barberries (Berberis thun­
bergii cultivars), smokebush (Cotinus cog­
gygria 'Royal Purple'), and Weigela florida 
'Foliis Purpl!lreis', a very compact kind with 
dusky pink flowers and purple-flushed 
leaves, sold in the United States as 'Java 
Red'. Among those with yellow leaves were 
cut-leaved elder (Sambucus racemosa 'Plu­
mosa Aurea' ), the full-moon maple (AGer 
japonicum 'Aureum')-a very slow-grow­
ing tree, and Spiraea X bumalda 'Gold 
Flame', which has yellow leaves tinted with 
pink al'ld bronze. This shrub grows to about 
three feet. An even smaller spirea is 'Gold 
Mound', or 'Golden Princess'. Gray-leaved 
shrubs included lavenders and the lovely 
but tender Convolvulus cneorum, a small 
bush with silver leaves and white saucer­
shaped flowers . 

Comus alba 'Elegantissima' (syn. 'Ar­
genteo-marginata') was placed against the 
bottom wall. This has white-edged leaves 
and bright red winter stems. Red-flowered 
Clematis 'Mme. Edouard Andre' was en­
couraged to ramble through it, one of sev­
eral clematis in the garden. Among the best 
for small gardens are hybrids of the Amer­
ican C. texensis, such as crimson-flowered 
'Gravetye Beauty' and pink-flowered 
'Duchess of Albany'. Among small varie­
gated shrubs, few are prettier than Salvia 
officinalis 'Tricolor', a form of culinary 
sage with leaves dappled pink and white. 
It is less robust than ordinary sage and 
seldom long-lived, but it is fairly hardy, 
readily available, and certainly worth trying 
wherever ordinary sage succeeds. Raised 
beds give it the fast drainage it needs. 

Raised beds are a good way of stretching 
space in small gardens. They accommo­
date more plants than a similar area of 
level groul'ld because those at the front can 
hang over the edge, occupying partly ver­
tical space and softening the contours of 
the wall. Evergreen moss-pinks or creeping 
phloxes do this job particularly well. They 
are U.S. natives and do even better here 
than in England. They include Phlox sub­
ulata, Phlox nivalis, Phlox bifida, and hy­
brids between them. One with particularly 
large pink flowers called 'Winifred' was 

raised in England; the others in Patricia's 
garden came from this country, including 
white-flowered 'Sneewitchen', one of the 
smallest; lusty, large-flowered 'Red Wings'; 
the aptly named 'Coral Eye'; seashell pink 
'Millstream Laura'; and-the best blue­
the rather loose and ragged 'Millstream 
Jupiter'. 

Other front-line plants included Gera­
nium sanguineum, one of the world's most 
robust and adaptable plants, the very pale­
pink G. sanguineum 'Lancastriense' (syn. 
'Striatum'), and Geranium dalmaticum, 
with glossy leaves and flowers resembling 
pink butterflies. Two charmil'lg front-row 
plants-powdery blue Campanula iso­
phylla and brighter blue Convolvulus 
mauritanicus-are not very hardy. To Pa­
tricia's surprise the campanula-usually 
grown as a houseplant-survived a hard 
frost. The convolvulus did not. Patricia 
attributes this unexpected hardiness to the 
raised beds-"because cold air sil'lks." I'm 
inclined to think it has more to do with. 
sharp drainage; winter wet often kills plalilts 
that survive much lower temperatures where 
the soil is well drained. In cold regions 
Campanula isophylla could be replaced by 
the hardier C. portenschlagiana or the very 
vigorous C. poscharskyana with its trail­
ing stems of starry blue blossoms. 

Small perennials of upright habit were 
set further back, some grown for their 
flowers : Veronica 'Heidekind', with chubby 
spikes of bright pink flowers, is an ex­
ample. But the main emphasis was on fo­
liage plants, including yellow-leaved Hosta 
'Kabitan'; Sedum spurium 'Variegatum' 
with leaves of cream, pink, and green; 
glaucous-leaved pinks (Dianthus); Japa­
nese painted fern (Athyrium goeringianum 
'Pictum'); and heathers (Calluna) with fo­
liage of gray, yellow, orange, and bronze. 
Alchemilla conjuncta (often sold as A. al­
pina, a less attractive species) has leaves 
lined and edged with a silvery sheen. A 
little bugle-weed with contorted purple 
leaves attracted a lot of attention. No one 
seems su're of its correct name, burt here in 
the United States it usually circulates as 
Ajuga 'Rubra Contorta'. The most col­
orful of all the foliage plants was Hout­
tuynia cordata 'Chameleon' (syn. 'Varie­
gata') with leaves of green, yellow, and 
bright pink. This U.S. introduction, orig­
inally from Japan, is a very invasive plant, 
but invasive plants are easily controlled in 
small gardens; it is in large ones that they 
get overlooked and out of hand. In any 
case, Patricia 's plal'lt had little chance to 



spread beca use it was her mos t usefu I 
" trading" plant, exchangea ble a t nurseri es 
and o ther ga rdens fo r a lmost any o ther 
plant that rook her fancy. 

Within three yea rs an ugly ya rd became 
a beautiful ga rden. Although it is an Eng­
lish ga rden, the design is equa ll y suitable 
fo r city backya rds in this country, and most 
of th e pl ants a re ava il able and growa ble 
here. M any, in fact, ca me fro m here. 

Patri cia ha now moved to a new house 
with a slightl y la rger ga rden. Since she i 
no longer a beginner, I as ked her ro list 
her favo rite pl ants. Her repl y: " By the time 
I left, everything was a fa vo rite by the very 
process of di sca rding anything th a t didn ' t 
do well o r wa5n' t quite right. W hen I left 
there were about five hundred plants on 
my ca rd index." I have chosen a few names 
from her long lis t th at a re also favo rites 
of mine: 
Chamaecyparis pisifera 'S now' 
W eigela florida 'Fo liis Purpureis' 
Syringa ' Palibin ' (the smallest lilac, trou­

ble-free in my Virginia ga rden) 
Ge raniu m sanguin eum and its va ri o us 

forms, especia ll y ' Lancastriense' 
Geranium dalmaticum (needs fa irl y ri ch 

soil and a bit o f shade in ho t regions) 
Hosta 'Halcyo n', ' Louisa', and 'Kabitan ' 
Astilbe 'Sprite' (no t usuall y success ful in 

the Southeast but excellent in th e North 
if the soil is mo ist) 

Sanguinaria canadensis ' Multiplex' syn. 
'Flore Plena' (a double fo rm of blood­
root) 

Anemone nemorosa 'Plena Alba' (doubl e 
flowered wood anemone) 

Houttuynia cordata 'Chameleon' (with the 
warning th at it is very invasive) 

Paeonia mlokosewitschii, P. tenuifolia (both 
hard to find in the United States) 

Oenothera missouriensis 
Athyrium goeringianum ' Pictum' 
Prunus tene/la 'Firehill ' 
Acer palmatum ' Dissectum Purpureum' 

(there is a wider range of purple cut­
leaved maples to choose from in the 
United States) 

Salix caprea 'Pendula' (Patricia 's favorite 
small tree) 
With her hard-earned experience behind 

her, what will Patricia do differently in her 
new garden? "More features," she says, 
"like attractive brickwork around an or­
namental tree, and I'll incorporate water 
of some sort." Getting a quart into a pint 
pot, I'm sure. -Pamela Harper 

Pamela Harper is Patricia Fountain 's sister. 

INTR OD UCING 

GREENKNEES 
Patent Pending ™ 

Finally, pants designed for gardening, 
with built-in comfort and knee protection 

I garden about 20 hours a week. That m eans a lot of 
kneeling and bending over. ~ One day, hot, uncomfort­
able ana with ore knees, I started wishing for the perfect 
gardening pants. They would have built-in knee pads, 
thick and always in place. Plus a waist that expanded 
w hen you bent over instead of cutting you in two. And 
they'd be as sturdy, but cooler than the overalls I was 
wearing. ~ Since no such pants existed I had a pair 
made up by a fiiend,j ust like I w anted them . 
Everybody I met wan ted a pair, so I nam ed 
them "Greenknees" and now you can buy them 
from me.~ They have specially desi~ed pockets 

Elastic waistiJal1d o~ tl~e knees. Inside eac is a knee pad 
Jo r C0I1!{ort . Al1d su:illar to the one football players wear. 
SI:l I ' II - il1 s hea rs High denSity foam. 1\vo layers each 
hols ter: ~ 8- inch thicK. In between a cushion 

~' feel like you're on clouds. When 
I ' you wash the pants,j ust slip the hf11

:Y - of air. You can kneel on rocks and 

J 'y pads out.~ There's a water repel-I lant ny lon lining in the knee pocket to Knee pockets !wid 
l· keep away ground moisture. ~ The rear half thICk ruiJber pads 

\ ,..1. of tJ1e waist band is gathered with a sturdy, 2-inch band of 
, ela tic. The waist gives w hen you bend. . The pants are 

most comfortable when worn with suspenders. So I offer a 
pair made of top-grade 1Y2-inch wide elastic webbing. For 

those w ho prefer a belt I offer an excellent one of the same 
elastic. ~ There's a holster for your hand pruning shears sewn 

~ on to the right leg. Indispensable. And w here 
you usually fiiid a watch or coin pocket, there's a 

shallow little pocket j ust big enough to get your 
thumb and forefinger into. It's for seeds.~ 
Greenknees are m ade in the USA of the best 10 oz. 
dom estic cotton twill. It breathes better than 

, denin1 and is m ore comfortable, and is very dur-
able. Everything is double-stitched and bar-tacked for long life 
with rugged use.~ Greenknees come in one color - a deep 
green. CIfyou garden, that's w hat color the knees end up, no 
m atter how they start.)~ There'sjust one style for both men 
and w omen. The cut is full , for maximum comfort. There are six 

Cutaway view 
oj knee pocket 

and pad 
sizes: XS (25-28) ; S (28-31); M (31-34) ; L (34-37) and 

XL (37-40) ; XXL (40-44) .~ If you want to garden in 
comfort, get yourself a pair of Greenknees_ If someone 
you like gardens, give them a pair. They'll thank you 
every time they bend over or Kneel. - Bob Denman 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Nanu __________________________ _ 

Addr~s ______________________ ___ 

City State __ Zip __ 
Telephone ( __ ) ______ _ 

___ prs. Greenkne~ gardening 
pants @ $39.95 
Sizes: __________ _ 

COMPANY 
2913 Saturn St., Suite H, Brea, CA 92621 (714) 524-0668 
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AMERICAN NA TIVES 

Wild Ginger 

Those of us who ga rden in wooded 
settings are alwa ys eage r to ma ke 
th e acqu a inta nce of p leasa nt ly 

fo rmed plants th at flo uri sh in muted light 
and mix congeni a ll y wi th o th er residents 
o f th e shady bo rder. O ne a ppea ling but 
o ften overlooked accompa niment to th e 
medley o f pl ants th at thri ve in shade is o ur 
own native Asarum , commo nl y known as 
wild ginger. These wood la nd perenn ia ls 
renew their low-growing fo li age in ea rl y­
to mid-spring wi th a fresh ascent o f "roun ­
dish, glittering leaves, " as Gertrude Jekyll 
describes them in her Colour Schemes for 
the Flower Garden . Unu su a l po d-li ke 
blooms appea r at the base o f th e leaves 
during the las t weeks o f winter, when a 
ga rdener 's senses a re keen fo r fresh signs 
of spring's approach. 

Wild ginger fl o wers hide beneath the 
previous yea r's fo liage in ground-hugging 
clusters that invite entry and pollinatio n 
by tiny insects. Such reclusiveness creates 
little displ ay, but poking through lea ves 

LEFT: The marbled fo liage of Asarum 
virginicum brightens shady spots. ABOVE: 
Asarum canadense elegantly covers the 
ground beneath aza lea ' Red Wing'. RIGHT: 
Asarum virginicum . 

and mulch to un cove r the pod-like fl o wer 
is a n enjoya ble rite o f sprin g. When they 
firs t fo rm, a ea rl y as mid-Februa ry here 
in th e So uth eas t, th e curio us fl owers a re 
pa le p ink and fl es hy look in g. 

A fr iend o f mine ca lls Asarum " piggy­
plant" beca use th ese ea rli est fl owe rs re­
mind her of baby pigs . Fin d in g the fi rst 
wi ld gin ger blooms each yea r was a fa ­
vo rite springt ime ritua l of her chi ld hood ; 
she recall s first seei ng th em in a woods 
nea r her grandmother's ho use in th e foo t­
hills o f Rando lph Co un ty, North Ca rolina . 
Perhaps "piggy-plant" is a loca l o r even a 
fa mil y crea tio n ; I've ye t to find it in any 
ga rdening reference. Some sources do refer 
to th e blooms as " mo nkey- jugs, " which 
see ms apt. As th ey ma ture, th e fl owers 
harden so mewhat a nd turn a dull greenish­
beige with a s tippling o f fin e purp le do ts. 
W hen full y develo ped in mid -spring, they 
resemble mini ature urns. 

Eac h pe tal - less bl oo m cons is ts o f a 
rounded calyx that contracts somewhere 
a lo ng its leng th , then fl a res into three 
po inted lo bes th at either spread o utwa rd 
or turn inward in vario us figurations. Slight 
differences in fl ower shape a re impo rtant 
keys to positively esta blishing the identity 
o f different species o f Asarum. Since th e 

bloo ms fo rm ca psul es whi ch deteri o rate 
a fter releas ing seed , certa in identifi ca tion 
is bes t made d uri ng th e pea k weeks of 
sp rt ng, when the flowers a re fres h a nd 
plump. 

With shy blooms and 
sprightly leaves, this 
native plant enlivens 
shady plantings. 
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D~~~}~l~S 
Get more ~or yo~w ... 

money by act\n~,~ Bonus ~\ant 
FREE "Big Nam$20 00 or more) 

P\US ders oi on\Y . 
(on or 

Get dazzling color and enviable gorgeous blooms THIS SUMMER, 
or make your home floral arrangement excitingly [;)eautiful with WILD'S 

guaranteed top quality. magnificent Daylilies . A rare and limited oppor­
tunity, so select your old favorites and choose from the glamorous new 

varieties, all at 1/3 off prices shown (min. order $10) , plus $3.00 packing and 
handling charge. Order NOW! All orders must be received by April 30 , 1 !'l88 . 

Cal. Price 

o ABSTRACT ART M Re Bitone; 
coral amber & buH . . ..... 2.50 o BIG WIG ML Lemon 
or chartreuse with pink overlay . 2.50 o BREAKAWAY Tet M 
BuHy copper·orange ........ . . 3.00 o BREAKOUT EM Re OE 
Ruffled , large velvety wine red . ... 4.00 o BRONZE KNIGHT ML OE 
Bronze over cream base ....... 3.00 o CANDY APPLE M Re OE 
6" rich pink melon ........... 2.50 o CAPE COD EM Re OE 
RuHled, deep wine red . . 6.00 o CHARMING HEART EM 
Velvety dark red . . 3.00 o CHRISTMAS CAROL EM OE 
Velvety crimson red . . 3,00 o CONSTITUTION ISLAND EM Re 
RuHled deep yellow 2.50 o ERUPTION ML 
RuHled, velvety cherry red .. 5.00 o FROSTED VELVET EM Re 
Dark velvety red . . . 3.00 o GEORGE CALEB BINGHAM M Ev 
OE F 7-8" pink blend . . .... 3.00 o GIANT FLING EM-M OE 
8' /2" light creamy yellow ...... 2.50 

o GOLDEN GIFT M Re 
Outstanding brilliant gOld ...... 2.50 o GREEN CANYONS M 
Orchid pink ; green heart . . .3.00 

o JULY GOLD LM Re OE 
6" ruffled gold . . .. 3.00 

o LAMPLIGHTER M OE 
Excellent, bright velvety red . . .7.00 

EASY TO GROW 
BEAUTIFUL TO SHOW 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: 

Cal. Price 

o LILLIAN FRY M Re OE 
3" yellow, apple green heart ... 3.00 

o LITTLE LOVE ML Re 
Excellent small melon. . .2.00 

o LITTLE TYKE M Bright 
red, yellow green throat . .2.00 

o LOCAL TALENT LM 01: 
Muted lavender pink. .3.00 

o LOVE POEM M 
Glittering pink melon ... . .... 3.00 

o LUXURY LACE M Re 
Small lavender pink . ........ 3.00 

o MAGIC WORD M 
Lovely creped pale yellow .. . .. 2.50 

O MATEUS EM 
Ruffled rose wine . . 3.00 

o MAYBE SO EM Re OE Ruffled, 
sparkling pale orange yellow ... 3.00 

o MEADOW MORN M Re OE 
Apricot, ~ink, g01d blend ...... 3.00 

o MYSTERY VALLEY ML Re 
Smooth coral pink . ......... 3.00 

o MY WAYS EM Re OE 
Velvety ruffled bluish red ...... 8 .00 

o NOB HILL EM Re OE 
Large pale lavender pink ...... 2.00 

o PILOT LIGHT EM-M Re OE 
Lavender pink, large lemon 
heart. . . . . ....... 2.50 

o PINK LIMEADE M Re OE 
Pale pink, green heart . .. . .4 .00 o PRAIRIE BUTTERFLY M Re 
6-7" orchid pink. . . .... 2.00 

EACH PLANT LABELLED 

Cal. Price 

o PRECIOUS ONE EM OE 
Pale cream overlaid pale pink .. 3.00 

o RANDOM WIT M Re OE Creped 
peach with pink & green tints ... 2.50 

o SHELTER ISLAND EM Re OE 
Brillia.t yellow self> ruffled ..... 3.00 

o SILVER CIRCUS EM OE F 
Large yellow, pink infusion ..... 3.00 

o SMALL WAYS EM Pale 
lemon yellow, green heart .. .2.50 

o STAKE RACE LM Re Long 
blooming, pale orange yellow ... 3.00 

o TIMELESS M Re OE 
8" muted ivory flesh peach .... 3.00 

o TROPIC TANGERINE EM Re Very 
ruffled sparkl ing tangerine ..... 2.00 

o VACATION CRUISE M Re OE 
Cantaloupe self, rose 
markings . .. . ............ 3.00 

o WESTWARD VISION EM Re OE 
Dark velvety wine red ........ 3.00 

o WHIMSICAL M Re OE Lavender 
or deep purple pink ........ .5.00 

o WILD HEART ML 
Velvety red . .. . ...... . .... 3.00 

o WILD KEY EM Re 
4" peach pastel. ...... 2.00 

o WIND CHIMES EM 
3" yellow melon pastel . .2.50 

o WINE TIME EM Ev OE 
Velvety, deep wine red . .3 .00 

o WINNIE THE POOH M 
Adorable 3" pastel yellow .. .2.00 

o YOUNG COUNTESS M Re 
4' /2" pale orchid pink ........ 2.00 

GUARANTEED SAFE DELIVERY 

E-Early ; EV-Evergreen; EM-Early 
Mid ; M-Midseason ; ML-Mid Late ; 
L-Late ; OE-Opens Evenings; Re­
Reblooming; F-Fragrant. 

Wild's plants are true to name and guaranteed delivered safe. 
Wild's ships only large, sturdy, well-cared-for and healthy plants 
ready to take root and produce profuse blooms. 

SEND NOW FOR OUR 
92-PAGE COLOR CATALOG 
Choose from more than 1300 varieties of 
Peonies and Daylilies. Catalog shows 
many in full color and gives timely 
planting tips and instructions. Sent FI'lEE 
with minimum $10 order ... or send only 
$2.00 for catalog (deductible on your first 
catalog order) . 

ANY $15.00 
WORTH .. ... . ONLY $10 
Any $22.50 worth , $15; any $30 worth , 
$20, etc. Min , order $15 worth for $10. 
Add S3 .00 pkg. & hdlg. 

BONUS PLANTS 
We will send these magnificent 
Daylilies FREE with orders shown: 

$20.00 Order, YOUNG COUNTESS 
$30.00 Order, GEORGE CALEB 

BINGHAM 
$40.00 Order, BREAKOUT 
$50.00 Order, MY WAYS 

"WE WILL NEVER 
COMPROMISE QUALITY FOR 

PRICE':... 0JI,..~tJM. 

12 April 1988 

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC. 
AH-488 Joplin SI., Sarcoxie, Mo. 64862-0338 
o Please send varieties checked. I enclose 

$ (1 /3 off total order at prepaid 
prices shown) plus $3.00 pkg . & hdlg. cmarge. Send 
FREE catalog and arlY EARNED FREE PLANT 
Missouri residents add 5.85% sales tax to order. o Enclosed is $2 for 92-page Color Catalog only 
(deductible on first catalog order). 

NAME ____________________________ ___ 

ST/R.F.D. __________________________ _ 

CITY ____________ STATE"--_____ ZIP ____ __ 

AMERICAN NATIVES 

Asarum in the Wild 
Some sixty species of wild ginger are found 
across Canada, the United States, Europe, 
and China, frequenting the dappled shade 
of deciduous forests in low-growing clus­
ters of leaves. In the spring, new stems of 
tightly-folded leaves climb upward frorn 
narrow, lengthening rhizomes which lie just 
beneath the surface of the soil. As the leaves 
open fully, they form symetrical heart, kid­
ney or arrow shapes, prompting descrip­
tive common names like arrow-leaf and 
heart-leaf. Some species are vaguely 
suggestive of cyclamens in shape and col­
oration. Leaf sizes and textures vary widely. 

The smallest wild gingers sport leaves 
only two inches wide, while the leaves of 
larger types can span six inches. Foliage 
comes stippled with fine hairs, or is smooth 
and glossy, on stems from five to twelve 
inches long. The leaves of many mottle 
with a pleasing silvery coloration as they 
mature. Some are deciduous, dropping their 
leaves in winter; others are evergreen in 
habit, although the overwintering foliage 
may darken to a dull purple-brown in cold 
temperatures . Most species are hardy in 
zones where temperatures do not drop be­
low minus twenty degrees. 

In North America, the most widely dis­
tributed species of wild ginger is Canada 
wild ginger, also known as Canada snake­
root (A. canadense). It meanders over a 
wide territory from Canada to Minnesota, 
southeast through the mountains of North 
Carolina to Alabama, and west to Arkan­
sas and Kansas. The finely-haired leaves 
form rough heart-shapes, between four and 
six inches wide, on stems from eight to 
twelve inches in length. Canada wild gin­
ger has bell-shaped purplish-brown blooms 
about one inch long. 

Two principal Asarum speoies grow on 
the west coast of North America. British 
Columbia wild ginger (A. caudatum) is na­
tive to British Columbia and to the Pacific 
Coast, where it resides in shady California 
forests. Its downy, rounded leaves are two 
to six inches in diameter, and the blooms 
are quite large with unusual lobes that 
lengthen into two-inch tails. A. hartwegii 
is described as another particularly hand­
some west coast resident. Its variegated 
dark-green leaves (about three inches wide 
on eight-inch-long stems) have finely-haired 
undersides and are marbled with silvery 
coloring. Both of these species are ever­
green in habit, but their leaves do die back 
in severe winters where temperatures fall 
to minus twenty degrees. 



Here in the south eastern United States, 
at least fifteen different species o f wild gin­
ger have been identified. About half o f these 
are separately cl assed as Hexastylis by some 
taxono mists beca use of th e structure o f 
their fl eshy, wide-lobed fl ower. A few o f 
our native species a re availa ble fro m ma il 
order nurseries, as is th e glossy- leaved Eu­
ropea n impo rt, A. europaeum, whi ch i 
more commo nl y seen in Ameri ca n ga rd ens 
th an our own na tives . 

Herbalists in Europe, A ia, and America 
have used th e dried roo tstock and leaves 
o f Asarum fo r a multitude o f diffe rent me­
dicinal purposes. Although a pleasing, spicy 
aroma emanates from th e roo ts, leaves, 
and blooms o f Asarum if they a re wounded 
o r bruised , thi s group o f plants bea rs no 
relati on to the true Ginger fa mil y (Z in gi­
beraceae) . Wild ginger belongs instead to 
th e Birthwo rt famil y (Aristo lochiaceae), 
ke epin g co mp a n y w ith a n o th e r o dd ­
blooming N o rth Ameri ca n native, Dutch­
man 's pipe (Aristolochia durior). 

N orth American Indians dri ed the roo t 
o f Asarum fo r use as a seasoning in stews, 
and the co lonists soon lea rned to use th em 
for fl avo ring. Dubbing th e nati ve plants 
Indian ginger, colo ni al w riters tell o f bo il­
ing and preserving th e roo t in a sugar sy rup 
to create a sweet nibble reminiscent of ca n­
died ginger. In mo re recent times, George 
Washington Ca rver fl avo red teas with th e 
dried leaves and rootstock of Asarum and 
recommended its fresh spring leaves as a 
salad garnish. 

Even though Asarum is not on the list 
of endangered and threatened species, wild 
populations should not be di sturbed. The 
nurseries listed on page 45 offer stock 
propagated from seed or cuttings, not col­
lected from the wild or purchased from 
collectors. 

Asarum in the Garden 
I was fortunate to have a stock of native 

wild ginger already in residence on the 
wooded hillside where we built our house 
seven years ago. Two different species of 
Asarum inhabit our sloping city lot: Vir­
ginia wild ginger (Asarum virginicum, also 
known as Hexastylis virginica) and arrow­
leaf wild ginger (A. arifolium or H. ari­
folia) . Their pretty shapes and coloration 
prompted me to tend to them. They've 
since thickened into lustrous specimens 
without showing any notion of becoming 
invasive. The clumps seem content to stay 
in place, renewing their shy blooms and 
shapely leaves each spring with little fuss . 

If you like gardening but can 't 
take the crawling -
have we got a gadget 
for you. 

• designed to easily rock for-
ward plaCing you close to 
your work, whether it be 
planting. weeding or har­
vesting. 

• side arms make standing 
up a breeze. 

• use side arms as handles to 
pickup and relocate chair. 

• side pockets to keep tools 
during chair movements. 

• quality designed - quality 
constructed 

• Money back guarantee. 

Check Of monev Ofder poyoble 10 I'he 
Golden ChOir Of credit cord 

To order send $22.00 to: 
GARDEN- CHAIR T

" 

1275 W Roosevelt Rd. #114 
West Chicago, IL 60185 
Add $3.00 shipping & handling 
illinois residents add $1.56 tax 

FROM 15" 
TO OVER 
7 FEET 
IN JUST 
2 YEARSI 

t 1Q87 AlrCtaM Monogemenl CQ(P 

Name _______________ _ 

Address ______________ _ 

Account No 

MaslerCard Inlerbank No _____ Exp. Dale ___ _ 

Aulhonzed Signature 

LEYLAND CYPRESS 
A fast-growing evergreen (3 to 5 ft. per yr .) 

Long-living with no known diseases 

Leyland Cypress was discovered in 1952 
by Mr. Leyland in Wales. Since then it has 

7' been widely grown in England and Ireland. 
It is only now becoming available in this 
country. The trees, grown on the Eastern 
Shore, are in pots. 

Trees can be planted NOW 
Rated for Zone 7 

C~alea NURSERY 
wholesale 

Catalpa Point Oxford Road 
PO BOX 1599 EASTON. MD. 21601 

(301) 822·0242 

u.s. Rt. 50 to Easton By-Pass (Rt. 322) 
to Oxford Rd . (Rt. 333) . Turn right at the 
Catalpa Point Sign (3 mi. from By-Pass) 

• Will grow in marshy or dry soil 
• Not affected by salt sprays 

Prices from $ 5.00 
(Lots of 100 or more $4.00 ea.) 

(Larger sizes available) 

MAIL ORDERS: Six (15") Trees 
Delivered $51.00 (UPS) 

Gift Certificates Available 

Leyland Cypress Trees make 
thoughtful gifts for holidays, 

homes and other special events. 

OPEN 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
SUNDAYS By AppOintment 
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AMERICAN NATIVES 

Their presence unifies a rather haphazard 
naturalized border planting in a roughly 
triangular bed defined by our paved drive­
way and a narrow path of rounded step­
ping stones . 

A native deciduous azalea, or pinxter­
flower shrub (Rhododendron nudiflo­
rum ), anchors this mixed arrangement of 
both native and cultivated shade-loving 
plants. Some volunteer bloodroot (San­
guinaria canadensis) and native ferns are 
interspersed with cultivated hostas, with 
both solid and variegated leaves. Alpine 
strawberries define one rounded perimeter 
of the planting. The clumps of wild ginger 
grow in their original positions, several 
flanking the wild azalea, their glossy fo­
liage, which begins to show itself in mid­
April, coinciding with the arrival of the 
native shrub's delicate pink blooms. By the 
time shade-loving annuals are added for 
summer color, the newest wild ginger leaves 
have developed their characteristic mar­
bling. This subtle green-and-silver color­
ation accents the bright flowers of wax­
leaved begonias and impatiens. 

Some Hints for Growing 
In the wild, Asarum grows in shady for­

ests where the soil is littered with the fall­
ing leaves of hardwoods; so they relish a 
slightly acidic soil, rich in organic matter. 
In my yard, the thick mulch of shredded 
leaves and pine straw surrounding the 
clumps of wild ginger is renewed each fall 
to a depth of four to five inches. Otherwise, 
they require little attentioJ;J. When the first 
new leaves begin to ascend in early spring, 
a small amount of dried cow manure or 
cottonseed meal is loosely worked in. With 
this bit of stimulation, the decomposing 
mulch seems to provide ample nourish­
ment and also the preferred soil acidity. 

If growing conditions are favorable, tiny 
seedlings sometimes volunteer around the 
base of established plants after the fruiting 
capsules dehydrate and deposit their seeds 
in early summer. With careful handling, 
the seedlings can be pricked out and trans­
planted into containers filled with a well­
textured potting mix. These slow-growing 
plants are quite shallow-rooted so they 
wither easily; frequent visits to check and 

water the pots are required. They take a 
full year or more to reach any size for 
planting out in the border and require 
careful attention. During the winter, the 
pots should be given protection in a cold 
frame or cool greenhouse and watered reg­
ularly. 

Existing plantings can be increased more 
rapidly by division in spring or fall. Just 
below the surface of the soil the narrow 
stems of wild ginger thicken and elongate. 
These shallow, ridged rhizomes should be 
carefully dug, separated, and replanted at 
the same depth as the parent clump with 
a generous watering in. A fall transplant­
ing works best, when nights are cool and 
rains are on the increase. 

It is unfortunate that Asarum is an un­
derrated and Iittle-sought-after perennial. 
Such a pleasing, dependable border in­
habitant surely deserves "a place in the 
shade" in your garden. 

-Barbara Scott 

Barbara Scott is a writer and gardener living 
in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

TAKE THE PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY 
WITH MOST PESTICIDE~ AND YOU 

COULD HTEN THE BU,-S TO DEATH. 
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Conventional pesticides are made from petro­
chemicals. So you're well-advised to make certain 

that they don't come in contact with your body, 
and that you don't inhale their fumes. 

Safec pesticides, on the other hand, aren't 
petrochemical-based. Scientifically derived from bio­
Clegradable ingredients, Safer products kill bugs and 
weeds, but they're safe to use, indoors and -. __ 

out. Even around children and pets. 
You decide. Are you going to use 

a pesticide that requires you to dress 
to kill? Or are you going to take the 
Safer approach? -

Safer 
The Safer Pesticide 
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when you join The Garden Book Club 

Each fact-filled Taylor Guide is 
encyclopedic in scope ... beautifully 
illustrated with more than 400 dazzling 
color photographs ... and written by con­
temporary American experts in a clear 
and concise style. There's an author­
itative Taylor Guide to answer all of your 
gardening questions-about perennials 
and annuals; shrubs and roses; herbs 
and houseplants; vegetables and 
grasses. Importantly, each handsome, 
sturdy, 500-page volume lies flal when 
opened-so you can refer to it easily, 
even as you work! Add these elegant 
and indispensable Tay lor Guides to 
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ed soil and red clover, the color 
of a robin's breast, cover the 
roadsides of the interstate high­
way as the car moves into the 
foothills of Georgia's southern 
Appalachian mountains. About 
seventy miles southwest of At­
lanta, rolling farmland suddenly 

gives way to a different scene near Pine 
Mountain Ridge. On both sides of the road 
are woodlands, colored here and there with 
flowering trees and shrubs. The traveler is 
entering the 2,500-acre preserve called 
Callaway Gardens. At the gate is a sign: 
"Remove nothing from the gardens except 
nourishment for the soul, consolation for 
the heart, and inspiration for the mind." 

Here, in the midst of woodland pines, 
is a breathtaking setting for enjoyment of 
the outdoors. It was planned that way by 
Cason Callaway who, in 1940, dedicated 
his energies and fortune to developing this 
park-like retreat where people could come 
to vacation, or for study and contempla­
tion. 

When Cason Callaway first began to 
develop this mountain and valley, he en­
gineered and then excavated a 175-acre 
body of water that he named Mountain 
Creek Lake. Callaway realized that good 
and plentiful water is one of the most pre­
cious assets of any area, and he determined 
to make the most of it. All in all, he created 
thirteen major lakes, most of them twenty 
feet in depth. Natural streams feed the lakes 
and connect one body of water to another. 
These streams were lined with fieldstone 
to trap silt and keep the lakes clean. A few 
of the lakes are used for swimming and 
fishing, others for irrigation of the plant­
ings along their banks. Most attract birds 
and other wildlife. All are mirrors reflect­
ing Callaway Gardens' beautiful plantings. 

In early spring, over 700 species and 
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hybrids of azaleas, both deciduous and 
evergreen, all members of the genus Rho­
dodendron, come into glorious bloom. As 
many as three-quarters of a million people 
visit the gardens annually, with the great­
est number arriving during the Azalea Fes­
tival, which runs from the last week of 
March through mid-April. The azaleas seem 
to be visible everywhere a car can drive, a 
jogger can run, a hiker can walk, and a 
bicycle can be pedaled. 

The largest concentration is in the bowl­
shaped lakeside area called Azalea Trail. 
It is home to American natives and to the 
Indica, Kurume, Glenn Dale, Back Acres, 
and Satsuki hybrid groups. Here, beneath 
a canopy of sweet gums, tulip poplars, 
hickories, and loblolly pines, are azaleas 
that would impress any fancier. The north­
ern visitor may recognize 'Blaauw's Pink', 
'Glacier', and 'Hershey Red', evergreens 
that are hardy in slightly colder winter cli­
mates, though most here are best suited to 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Zones 7 and 8. 

The native deciduous species are of spe­
cial interest. Blooming in April is the Pied­
mont azalea, Rhododendron canescens, in 
both its pink and white forms; the oconee 
azalea, R. flammeum; and the pinkshell, 
R. vaseyi. Also widely planted at Callaway 
is the Alabama azalea, R. alabamense, a 
native that has delicate, deliciously scented 
white blossoms. Another with fragrance is 
the stoloniferous coastal species, R. atlan­
ticum, with white blooms that are some­
times flushed with red. The flowers of these 
early shrubs are of almost every color im-

ABOVE: The fragrant white Rhododendron 
aiabamense, the Alabama azalea, is widely 
represented at Callaway Gardens. RIGHT: 
Easter lilies, white Dianthus, and red and 
white gloxinias enliven a spring display at the 
Sibley Horticultural Center. 





Callaway was inspired to devote the 
rest of his life to restoring and 
preserving native plants. 

ABOVE: Topiary animals graze peacefully behind a deck railing. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Chrysogonum virginianum, the goldenstar, makes 
its home along the wildflower trai l at Callaway. 
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aginable, though some of the most bril­
liant, such as R. calendulaceum, R. bakeri, 
and R. prunifolium, the plumleaf azalea, 
wait until summer to bloom. 

The plumleaf azalea was largely re­
sponsible for the existence of Callaway 
Gardens. In 1930 industrialist Cason Cal­
laway brought his family to vacation in 
nearby Blue Springs, Georgia, and it was 
here that he first began to study nature. 
One summer day he discovered the beau­
tiful orange-red flowers of an unknown 
plant, which he gave to his wife, Virginia, 
to identify. She found that it was R. prun­
ifolium, a shrub that grew only in this very 
restricted area of the Appalachian Moun­
tains. This discovery, according to family 
lore, inspired Callaway to devote the rest 
of his life to restoring and preserving native 
plants so that they might never disappear. 

In 1938 Callaway retired from active 
participation in his cotton mills and pur­
chased 30,000 acres in Harris County. 
Much of it was eroded farmland that had 
lost its fertility to the very cotton crops 
upon which his fortune had been based. 
Using scientific principles, he began veg­
etable farming. In 1949 the industrialist 
decided to pursue further projects. On the 
western edge of his holdings he excavated 
lakes, reforested pastures, planted wild­
flowers and other ornamentals, and built 
a nine-hole golf course. He was creating a 
retreat for his friends, mostly golf enthu­
siasts, so that they could enjoy their game 
in a more beautiful setting. Eventually, the 
project became too enormous to remain 
private. In 1952 he gave the gardens to the 
Ida Cason Callaway Foundation, named 
in honor of his mother, and the gates were 
opened to the public. 

In 1953 Fred Galle was appointed di­
rector of horticulture. Callaway had al­
ready planted over 5,000 magnolias and 
was reforesting with trees and shrubs on 
a grand scale. For many years this garden 
director supervised the annual planting of 
from 10,000 to 20,000 ornamentals. 
However, Galle's prime interest is azaleas 
(i n 1985 he published the encyclopedic 
tome, Azaleas). Among other projects, he 
propagated and made available to nurser­
ies the rare and then little-known Rho­
dodendron prunifolium which had so in­
spired Cason Calloway. 

During this time, crab apples, flowering 
quinces, viburnums, magnolias, and other 
shrubs and trees were being added to the 
gardens, along with less familiar plants such 
as silverbell, Halesia carolina; beauty­
berry, Callicarpa americana; oakleaf hy­
drangea, Hydrangea quercifolia; and red 
buckeye, Aesculus pavia. 

When Cason Callaway died in 1961, his 



plans for the garden were continued and 
embellished. A hotel and villas, guest cabins 
and restaurants, swimming, golf, and ten­
nis facilities all now enhance thi s recrea ­
tional retreat, but for the visiting gardener, 
the focus is the large collection of plant­
ings. Each trail leads to another delightful 
group; there are over 450 cultivars of holly 
on one trail alone. On the west side of 
Mountain Creek Lake, a tra il less than a 
mile long boasts an outstanding collection 
of southeastern native wildflowers. 

uring the span of one April day, 
the following woodland plants 
were found blooming on the 
wildflower trail : Salvia lyrata, the 
lyre leaf sage, with laven d er 
flowers; H ypoxis hirsuta, the 
yellow star grass; Asarum shut­
tleworthii 'Ca llaway', a highl y 

prized variegated form of the wild Canada 
ginger discovered by Galle in a group of 
plants obtained from an estate; its close 
relative Asarum arifolium (sy n. Hexastylis 
arifolium); Silene virginica, the fire pink, 
with five narrow petals; Stellaria pubera, 
a showy chickweed; and Chrysogonum 
virginianum, the goldenstar. 

Guided tours, symposia, and nature walks 
are constantly in progress at the gardens. 
At the Overlook Pavillion staff members 
keep bird feeders well-filled, provide bi­
noculars for visitors, and help identify un­
known species of birds. Season Platt, Cal­
laway's bird guide, believes that over 225 
birds are residents or migratory guests. 

Mid-summer visitors to Callaway enjoy 
"Mr. Cason's Vegetable Garden;" its home 
demonstration section is used as the stage 
for the television program, "The Victory 
Garden." The wild muscadine grape, Cal­
laway'S specialty, is cultivated here. 

Dr. William Barrick, an assistant pro­
fessor of ornamental horticulture at the 
University of Florida, became the garden's 
second director of horticulture in 1980 and 
is now director of gardens. Dr. Barrick was 
the guiding force behind the design, con­
struction, and plantings of Callaway's re­
cent-and most dramatic-project, the 
Sibley Horticultural Center. 

In 1984 the original display greenhouses 
at the preserve were entirely replaced with 
a new five-acre conservatory named after 
John A. Sibley, a noted Georgia lawyer, 
statesman, and garden benefactor. Ten years 
in planning, the conservatory was con­
ceived durimg the energy crisis and il'lcor­
porates such conservation features as solar 
radiation stored in pools and rock walls. 
The wof of the structure, made of silicone­
coated fiberglass pads, seems to float over-

head like billowing clouds; the wall are 
of glass blocks. On chill y days twenty-six 
glass door are hut to retai n the heat, but 
th ey are left open much of the time to ca tch 
prevailing breezes. Fans and mist a re also 
used to coo l the interior in hot weather. 

Moving from one room to the next, the 
vis itor passes through the tropics, a rock 
ga rden, and a fern grotto, all connected to 
the outdoor gardens. Each green house is 
sepa rately temperatu re-controll ed. T rel­
li ses of rust-resistant steel suppo rt such 
lovely climbing vines as jasmine and ho n­
eysuckle. A bit of humo r is added by an­
imal topiaries-wire sculptures covered 
with tin y- leaved green plants. 

Dr. Barrick sea rched thtough seven states 
to locate man y of the basic ornamentals 
used as backing for the flora l displays, which 
are changed six times a yea r. The April 
1987 exhibit featured white Easter lilies, 
red and white Dianthus, pink Primula ob­
conica, and purple Streptocarpus. Fuchsias 
and pink and white Martha Washington 
geraniums added color excitement. Out­
doors, beds of pansies, green lawns, curv­
ing benches, and an arch of American 
hornbeam trees enlivened the spring pic­
ture. 

The impression given by the conserva­
tory plantings is of complete control and 
superb horticulture. The visitor cannot be 
less than amazed at the contrast between 
this carefully monitored contemporary 
garden and the casual woodlaFld plantings 
of the preserve itself. 

Fall 1988 will see the completion of the 
Day Butterfly Center. Exhibits of this kind 
are known in England, the Orient, and 
Australia, but this will be the first in the 
United States. Staff lepidopterist Frank Elia 
is designing a garden of tropical plants 
especially appealing to butterflies; appro­
priate species of these beautifHl iFlsects will 

be introduced and encouraged to mate and 
ov iposit. Outside the Butterfly House a 
display of hard y flowers and annuals is 
planned, with an emphasis on favorite but­
terfly larva l and nectar foods. Visitors will 
be able to see how they can lure these 
beautiful crea tures into their own gardens. 
Butterflies usually remain in the caterpillar 
stage for o nl y a few weeks, so the damage 
from thei r leaf-eating cycle is only mini­
mal. It is hoped that the project will dem­
onstra te the importance of leaving part of 
every ga rden in a semi-wild state so that 
the continuity of life will remain unbroken. 

The "garden in the piney woods" con­
tinues to expand. New bicycle trails for 
the enjoyment of visitors were opened in 
the fall of 1987. Future projects include a 
central information center and the con­
struction of a nature study building in which 
Georgia wildlife will be interpreted in de­
tail. 

Cason Callaway probably would not 
have been surprised to see the continued 
expansion of his original plans. Before his 
death he had already seen the greatest part 
of his dream come true. Above all else, 
Callaway was a visionary who knew that 
few wordly investments can match one en­
during legacy-the restoration and pres­
ervation of the beauty of our world. 

Ruby Weinberg is a gardener and writer 
living in Califon, New Jersey. 

Callaway Gardens are open every day, the spring 
season hours extending from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Gardens are located on U.S. Highway 27, 
easily reached from 1-85, a majo~ north/south 
artery. American Horticultural Society mem­
bers attending the 43rd Annual Meeting in At­
lanta, Georgia, may visit the gardens through 
an 0ptional, all-day group tour or may arrange 
for a sl"ecial three-day "Callaway Getaway." 
For information, write Callaway Gardens, Pine 
Mountain, Georgia 31822 or call 1-800-282-
8181. 
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A SaCure to tbe 

ne of the delights of ga r­
dening is di covering a 
sp lendid but long-neg­
lected plant. The ye ll ow 
flag Iris pseudacorus, i 
ju t uch a treasure, one 

th at deserves to find its way into more 
American garden . 

While you will not often find ye ll ow 
flags in roday's flower beds, you can see 
them in Monet's painting of his ga rden at 
Giverny and in reconstructions of medie­
val medicinal gardens, such as the Bon­
nefont Cloister garden at the Cloister Mu­
seum in New York Ciry. In a more informal 
setting, you may spy yellow fl ags mean­
dering along the banks of streams through­
out their native England, or in moist areas 
in our own country. 

This prolific plant is of ancient lineage; 
in fact, it is widely held that the " lili es of 
the field" mentioned in the Bible were 
probably I. pseudacorus since lilies are not 
native to biblical lands, whereas yellow 
flag appears in profusion. The rhizome of 
I. pseudacorus has been used in medicinal 
applications, and the flowers are the source 
of a beautiful yellow dye. 

Iris pseudacorus is a member of the 
beardless or apogon group of the rhizome 
division of the genus Iris . As such, it is a 
cousin of the Siberian iris, I. sibirica, and 
the lovely Japanese iris, I. kaempferi. Gen­
erally, one finds Iris pseudacorus classified 
under the "miscellaneous" or "other" de­
scriptions for the apogon group. The apo­
gon irises lack the conspicuous hairs found 

LEFT: The water-loving Iris pseudacorus has 
naturalized in many parts of the United 
States; this yellow flag adds a lively touch of 
color to a scene along a Washington, D.C. 
canal. 

BY PATRICIA TAYLOR 

on the fa ll s of the familiar bearded irises 
and normally have maller, more fibrous 
rhizomes. 

The ye ll ow flag bear a trikingly at­
tractive flower which appears in late spring; 
legend ha it that it gracefu l ye llow petals 
are the inspiration for the fleur-de-lis de­
picted in heraldry. Though each flower 
blooms for on ly a shorr time, the plant 
produces many seq uent ia ll y-flowe rin g 
bloom. The fa ll of the iris flower are 
often veined in brown, or they may have 
a browni h blotch ca ll ed a signal, though 
there is con iderable varia ti on in this char­
acteristic. 

The true distinguishing feature of this 
iris is its swordlike foliage, which is much 
coarser and more luxuriant than that of 
its Siberian and Japanese relatives. Many 
grow yellow flag for thi s reason alone. The 
three- ro four-foot-tall, curving wands make 
an elegant addition ro any garden. Indeed, 
the English author Lys de Bray claims th at 
the ye ll ow flag foliage can reach six feet 
in idea l conditions. 

Iris pseudacorus was named by Lin­
naeus and translates as "false acorus." This 
is to distinguish it from the beautiful bog 
plant, Acorus calamus. Perhaps it is the 
combination of its botanical name and the 
undeniable fact that it thrives in water gar­
dens that has led many gardeners to rel­
egate the yellow flag to a wet spot and to 
ignore it in the perennial bed. The plant 
is strikingly effective when grown in pools 
in sunken containers, where it adds a con­
trasting vertical to the smooth surface of 
the water; however, the plant will actuall y 
grow just about anywhere-except in the 
driest conditions-from southern Canada, 
through most of the United States, and 
across the ocean to Europe, North Africa, 
and Asia Minor. 
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Iris pseudacorus: 
Variations on a theme 

onsiderable varia­
tion exists within the 
species Iris pseuda­
corus. Some of the 
subtler differences, 
more elegantly 

shaped flowers or a paler yellow color, 
interest gardeners with a discriminating 
eye; others are more obvious. Foliage 
striped with golden yellow or ruffled 
double flowers attract those with a flair 
for the dramatic. The height of the 
flowers, the amount of brown veination 
on the outer petals, and the presence 
or color of the signal (blotch on the 
outer petals) may also vary. Most nur­
series that offer the yellow flag prob­
ably sell a form that they consider to 
be particularly good and worth distrib­
uting. 

Jean Cooper, owner and operator of 
Cooper's Garden, a small nursery spe­
cializing in species iris (see Sources), 
notes that not many selections of 
I. pseudacorus are validly named as 
cultivars-that is, vegetatively propa-
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gated from one original source. Often 
the cultivar names that exist are used 
loosely and attached to any variant that 
fits the general description. Although 
these unusual forms are more difficult 
to obtain than the species, many can be 
found at specialty nurseries. A few of 
the cultivars you may want to try once 
you are hooked on this attractive per­
ennial are listed below: 

• 'Variegata'. Grown for its excep­
tionally beautiful foliage, this form elic­
its enthusiasm from knowing garden­
ers. The green- and yellow-striped leaves 
provide a striking spring foliage effect. 
The coloration, however, gradually fades 
and by mid-summer has disappeared. 
Its yellow flowers are distinctively 
blotched with brown. Imagine it pond­
side with butter-yellow primroses and 
uncurling fern croziers. 

• 'Alba'. As with many plants, 'Alba' 
is used to distinguish forms which have 
white flowers. This form, usually less 
vigorous than the species, has white 

flowers without a signal. It may be dif­
ficult to obtain. 

• 'Bastardii'. This cultivar name is 
probably used to describe a variety of 
forms which have pale flowers. Fre­
quently mentioned in British gardening 
books, this unfortunately-named form 
has elegantly shaped flowers, also with­
out a blotch or signal. Gardeners who 
wish to avoid the strong contrast that 
bright yellow provides will find these 
paler forms combine more modestly with 
bell flowers and hardy geraniums. 

• 'Flore Plena'. This form has been 
described as spectacular by some, and 
as cumbersome and terribly ugly by 
others. The fact remains that double 
flowers provoke controversy. For those 
gardeners with a taste for the frilly, 'Flore 
Plena' has fully double flowers on stout 
three-foot plants. 

Selected forms of I. pseudacorus must 
be propagated by division to maintain 
special characteristics. Removing seed 
capsules, a small job compared to 
weeding out unwanted seedlings, is im­
portant, as these forms will not come 
true from seed. However, those inter­
ested in growing plants from seed will 
find a wide variation of colors in the 
progeny of a paler yellow plant. Plants 
from seed may flower the second year, 
but will probably take three years. Un­
less seed is being saved for a particular 
purpose, though, it is still best to dili­
gently deadhead. 

The future may bring even more cul­
tivars of yellow flag to American gar­
deners. [1'1 England a hybrid called 'Hol­
den Plough' is available, and a seedling 
from the hybrid has been selected which 
is said to have longer-lasting flowers. 
Already German growers are offering 
named cultivars and tetraploid forms, 
though iris growers in this country who 
have tried them say they are not ex­
ceptional. Forms will probably appear 
with different colorations and sizes, and 
perhaps one will prove as useful to gar­
deners as 'Variegata'. However, the 
beauty of the species, with its fine yel­
low blooms atop an ever-expanding 
clump of swordlike deep green foliage, 
will never be eclipsed. -Laura Coit 

Assistant Editor, Horticulture 



a nnin g Ro per, a n Ameri can 
writer who wro te a ga rden col­
umn fo r the Lo ndo n Sunday 
Times, described the yellow fl ag 
in a 1967 book as fo llows: " Iris 
pseudacorus grew happily in the 

margins o f our poo l in London in no t more 
th an six to eight inches of so il on top o f 
the cement bottom. It always fl owered bo th 
in full sun o r half-shade and was virtua ll y 
trouble-free. This iris seeded freely and came 
up in shady borders where the so il was left 
undisturbed. Surpri singly enough, it even 
seeded in a very dry unprom ising pos ition 
under a Lombardy popula r. " 

Boston-a rea landscape a rchitect and au­
thor Joseph Hudak echoes Roper's com­
ments about the adaptability and sturdi­
ness o f this plant. In Gardening W ith 
Perennials , Hudak writes that " there seem 
to be no pests o r diseases." 

Such, sadly, has no t been the case in my 
ga rden, where I do not use pesticides no r 
spend the time in manually assuring a mo re 
health y environment. Under trul y adverse 

LEFT: Iris pseudacorus, Iris siberica, a nd 
Peltiphyllum peltatum combine effectively in 
this ga rden. ABO VE: The a rching, swo rdlike 
fo liage o f Iris pseudacorus provides a fittin g 
frame fo r its sprightly fl owers. 

conditions, my ye ll ow flags have occa­
siona ll y uffered from bo rer, rot, slugs, 
and black vine weevi ls. 

Amazingly, these plants have survived 
and even increased-albeit slowly and not 
in the vigorous ma nner de cri bed in some 
books. T hei r grace ful fo li age a rches over 
cl umps of Hosta undulata and is fl ank ed 
by the conttasting but equall y sturdy fro nds 
of sensiti ve fe rn , Onoclea sensibilis. 

The fac t th at Iris pseudacorus is a stal­
wa rt in my ga rden is a strong recommen­
dati on fo r those who like easy-ca re plants. 
The growing instructions a lso make the 
yellow fl ag attracti ve to lazy ga rdeners; all 
that is necessary is to dig a hole la rge enough 
to lightly cover the rhizo me and its roots 
with soil. During dry spell s, watering will 
allow the plant to mainta in its height and 
lushness, and th at's it. As Lanning Roper 
no ted, this iris will even seed itself in the 
most unlikely pl aces w ithout any outside 
help. To circumvent this opportunistic trait, 
which may lead to many an afternoon spent 
weeding out seedlings, remove the seed pods 
when blossoms a re spent. 

M ost experts recommend a spring or fall 
pl anting fo r yell ow fl ag rhizo mes, which 
may be added to a sunny or partially shaded 
spot in the ga rden. The rhizo me is a slender 

The elegant Iris 
pseudacorus 
may he the 
answer to an 
indolent 
gardener's prayer 

one and does no t like to be left exposed 
fo r too long a time. Unlike some beardless 
irises, the yell ow fl ag will tolera te a limey 
soil. 

This vi go rous and adaptable perenni al 
competes effecti vely with bigger, bolder 
iris; in fact, its elegant refinement and sim­
pli city make it quite an attention-getter in 
the garden. And fo r the gardener who wants 
to step back a little from chores such as 
dividing and staking, this easygoing plant 
makes an idea l ga rden companion. 

Patricia T ay lo r li ves in Princeton, N ew Jersey, 
and is the au tho r of The W eekender's 
Gardening Manual. 
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01 fAlbbag£s, 
Hings, and Koblmbi 

here she stood with tears in her eyes on a sunny August 
afternoon, when all seemed right with the world. I tried to 
console her. "But just think, Mary Ann. We can dry them 
in the sun, give them some shellac, and make baseball bats 
out of them." The tears became sobs. 

"I checked the zucchini just three days ago, and they seemed 
so small," she said. A dozen long green clubs were strewn around the 
vegetable garden. I knew very well that the compost heap would be 
their ultimate destination. 

"Couldn't you rise from that hammock once in a while and walk out 
to the garden to check the vegetables? Besides, real men are supposed 
to take an interest in vegetable gardens." The key word here, veteran 
observers of such internecine horticultural scenes will note, is "out." 
Here was my out. 

"Dear, the real problem isn't you, it isn't even me, and it may not 
be the zucchini at all." 

"What do you mean?" she asked suspiciously. 
"It's distance, of course. The vegetable garden is so far from the house 

that no one can be expected to check the zucchini daily. Out of sight, 
out of mind. The answer is to get them down near the kitchen, where 
we can keep an eye on them. 

"We'll do a border on the lawn by the end of the driveway. There's 
good drainage and plenty of sun, just what most veggies need. And 
when we are preparing the bed, a truck can back up with a load of 
cow manure and drop it without putting tracks on the lawn. Six-by­
forty feet ought to be a respectable size for the border." 

"Well, zucchini does have attractive foliage in a way," she mused, 
"and summer squash isn't too bad." 

26 Apri/1988 

Why not a border of 
ornamental vegetables? 

BY FREDERICK MC60URTY 
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he seed was sown, so I quickly 
said, "And we can add some del­
phiniums and Iigularias and ce­
phalarias. These will comple­
ment the zucchini-you know, 
the vertical with the horizontal, 

appropriate line material for the eye to 
feast upon . Good gardening is good 
matchmaking, I always say." 

A dark cloud came over her face. "You're 
a tricky one, McGourty. You're trying to 

get another perennial border into this gar­
den. No way! I'd just end up having to 
take care of it." 

" Oh, all right, love, I'll meet you more 
than halfway. I'll dig the bed and let you 
choose all the plants. Just include some 
vegetables that have attractive foliage, and 
finish off the border with some handsome 
herbs, unusual ones if they fit in. Arrange 
everything as if you were doing a perennial 
border that size. Do groupings too. We 
don't want visitors to think we run a road­
side stand on the side." 

Mary Ann did a rough plan using zuc­
chini and squash in the spine of the border, 
which had to be widened to seven feet, 
since a full-grown cucurbit usually has a 
girth several times the size of the average 
fullback. We planned to use the front and 
rear verges of this island border for other 
plants with a hefty leaf texture that could 
stand up well to their husky companions. 

Coles to Newcastle 
Neither of us is unduly fond of cabbage, 

there being a limit to the amount of cole 
slaw that a small family can eat. However, 
one object of our visual affection happens 
to be red cabbage. 'Ruby Perfection' was 
the cultivar we planted, but any good slow­
to-mature red one would do. Five or six 
plants faced down the zucchini quite well, 
though Gertrude Jekyll probably would 
have turned over in her grave and whis­
pered to Luytens, "These Americans!" 

To keep Miss Jekyll resting in peace (by 
planting closely coordinated colors to­
gether and grading them appropriately), 
Mary Ann might have opted for putting 
another kind of cole plant, purple kohlrabi 
('Early Purple Vienna' ), next to the red 
cabbage as another frontal. It has soft pur­
ple-gray notched foliage and brightly col­
ored "bulbs" (tubers actually) which re-

semble little basketballs caught in hoops. 
This would be a brave decision because 
not long ago a major national polling or­
ganization, having nothing better to do 
with its time, learned that kohlrabi was 
America's least popular vegetable. Of 
course, the pollsters were wrong about 
Dewey too, and it's possible that not enough 
Americans have given a fair taste test to 
kohlrabi, having eaten only the oversized 
stringy tubers that get to the supermarket. 

Purple kohlrabi has more eye appeal in 
the ornamental vegetable border than its 
white counterpart. Plants grow ten to twelve 
inches tall, a good height for front-of-the­
border groupings, and should be spaced 
about six inches apart. Kohlrabi's one lim­
itation in the border is that two crops are 
needed for a continuing display, because 
plants bear their tubers in forty-five days 
and then become world-weary. We started 
a new batch of seedlings in a cold frame 
in late June and then moved them on stage 
several weeks later to keep the circle un­
broken. Sowing time must be adjusted to 
your own climate, though, as we live in 
an area with moderately cool summers. 

At the risk of bringing more coles to 
Newcastle, kale-ornamental ("flower­
ing") kale-and ornamental cabbage should 
be mentioned. Kale, if well grown, is an 
attractive plant, and Mary Ann sometimes 
incorporates a few of them in the front of 
the border, usually near cabbages because 
of the contrast in foliage texture. Kale has 
crinkled leaves (most notably along the 
edges), whereas cabbage has smooth fo­
liage, though the Savoy-type cabbage with 
puckered leaves (a good alternate for a 
frontal site) might be confused with kale 
by new gardeners. 

Mary Ann is generous in her planting 
of kale, usually setting out about fifteen 
seedlings of a dwarf (to fifteen inches) blue 
'Vates' selection, whose young leaves are 
selectively picked in summer for salad mix­
ings with some of the more bland lettuces. 
As the season progresses and plants get 
stockier, the leaves are cooked as a spinach 
substitute or in soup making. The harvest 
continues until November or so, when the 
remainder makes its way to the freezer. In 
milder climates, and even in our own, a 
longer harvest is possible with a covering 
of salt hay or evergreen boughs, but deer 

CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: The aptly-named ornamental kale 'White Pea­
cock' is quite a show-off in the vegetable border. Crambe maritima, or sea kale, 
adds a flowery touch. Culinary kale 'Yates Improved' is as tasty as it is handsome. 

Swiss chard 'Rhubarb Chard' contributes bright autumn color to the mix. ~ 
.1j 
~ L-____________________________________________________________________________ ~ ~ 
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Enjoy a 
MAINTENANCE­
FREE Garden 

You don't have to 
work hard to enjoy your 
garden . .. if you own a 
Kemp Shredder/Chipper. 

Smart gardeners don't waste time 
weeding, watering and gFooming. They 
know that using mulch and compost in 
the garden can virtually eliminate most 
of these chores. 

A Kemp Shredder/Chipper makes it 
easy. Create nutrient-rich mulch and 
compost from old plants, weeds, 
kitchen leftovers ... anything organic. 
Turns prunings and tree trimmings wp 
to 3" thick into valuable wood chips for 
decorative garden paths ... to beautify 
the ground around shrubs and trees ... 
anywhere you'd like that professionally 
landscaped look. 

Better Results With Less Work 
You'll extend your growing season, 

conserve moisture, feed your plants 
and hold down weed growth. Best of all, 
you'll be recycling all those things 
you'd normally throwaway! 

<fE.p The Standard of the Home 

Gardener since 1890. 

Shredder/Chippers 

160 Koser Rd .. Dept. 5104B. Lititz. PA 17543 
Telephone: (717) 627-7979 

o YES! Please rush details on the KEMP 
Shredder/Chipper, 30-DayTrial and I 
Budget Plan! 

I Name------------ 1 
Address ___________ _ 

I c~ I 
t;t~-_--_--_-Zi~ __ J 
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force the issue with us and their foraging 
ends the season. 

Ornamental kale, or "flowering kale" 
as the catalogs call it (all kales flower but 
not all are ornamental), is the autumn scene­
stealer in the vegetable border. Although 
we set out young plants in late spring, they 
are inconspicuous until cool weather after 
Labor Day turns their centers vivid pur­
plish-pink or white. In the highly conspic­
uous 'Peacock' strain, plants can be eight­
een to twenty-four inches across, the deeply 
cut foliage presenting a mass of color that 
might be deemed vulgar in midsummer by 
some gardeners. I don't mind ornamental 
kale a bit in late fall because it has the 
scene much to itself, with no competing 
colors nearby. This is autumn going out 
with a bang, weeks after tree leaves have 
fallen. In areas where the fourth season is 
relatively mild, the display may last far into 
winter. It's edible too-in spite of a sin­
gularly unattractive gray color when 
cooked. 

One insect in particular needs mention 
when the cole vegetables are discussed. This 
is the cabbage looper, which looks just like 
another little moth hovering over the gar­
den. It is, in fact, sighting targets in the 
ruffles and folds of kale and its kin for egg­
laying. Soon little green worms, voracioys 
as a group of hyperactive twelve-year-olds 
at a fast-food restaurant, devour the fo­
liage. They can be controlled to an extent 
by hand picking, but over the summer sev­
eral applications of BT (Bacillus thurin­
gensis) , a biological insecticide that works, 
may be necessary for good control. On the 

ABOVE: Cynara cardunculus, or cardoon, a 
popular vegetable in some European kitchens, 
lends the drama of feathery foliage to the 
garden. BELOW: Add warmth to your border 
with the ornamental pepper 'Little Dickens'. 

other hand, I grew ornamental kale over 
a period of ten years before the cabbage 
worms discovered it, but we live in a rural 
area without gardens nearby, and maybe 
the word was slow to get around to all the 
little loopers. 

As a footnote, Mary Ann also chose to 
include sea kale (Crambe maritima) in the 
border, mainly because we had a few young 
plants grown trom seed that we obtained 
in Europe, where it is native along the coast. 
It looks much like a non-heading cabbage, 
with large coarse gray-green waxy leaves 
with waxed and occasionally indented 
edges. Growing to at least a couple of feet 
in height and width in well-nourished soil, 
sea kale, which is a perennial, is sometimes 

8 
o 
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used as a frontal plant in la rge English 
borders. In our more modest-sized Amer­
ican ones, mid-border placement is safest. 
Graham Stuart Thomas, one of England's 
leading horticulturists, refers to sea kale 
as hav ing "perhaps the most beautiful of 
all large glaucous leaves" (Perennial Gar­
den Plants). 

Other Ornamental Vegetables 
Lettuce is not th e ideal plant fo r orna­

mental borders because succession plant­
ings a re needed through the season if there 
is to be a continuing display. Usually three 
or four plantings are req uired in our area 
beca use of our coo ler summers, and we 
always seem to have seedlings coming along 
in window boxes fo r eventual transplant­
ing to th e border. Looseleaf so rts, nor 
heading types such as 'Iceberg' (whi ch has 
about as much taste as an iceberg), work 
best for us; we can pick a few leaves ar a 
time without marring the display. 'Ruby' 
is the standard red for o rn amenta l pur­
poses, but it has a ll the fl avo r of boiled 
cardboard, so try ' Red Sails' o r ' Red Rap­
ids ' . 'Green Ice' and 'Black Seeded Simp­
son' are green-leaved selecti ons we come 
back to from yea r to year. Lettuce is a good 
vegetabl e to experiment with because onl y 
a brief period is lost if the particu la r variety 
is a disappointment. 

Spinach is an attractive vegetab le for th e 
short term, but it bolts with summer heat, 
so we give preference in the o rnamental 
border to the Swiss chard known as rhu­
barb chard. With red midribs and leaves 
that turn from green to maroon as cooler 
nights come along in late summer, this is 
one of the most striking plants of its kind. 
We start this annual from seed in late April 
or May either on the site or indoo rs, and 
by midsummer it is two feet tall. A dozen 
or so plants enable us to selectively pick 
leav es through summer and a utumn 
(sometimes to December) for salads and, 
later, for cooked greens. A number of quarts 
end up in the freezer too. Occasionally 
there are leaf miner problems, and if they 
are severe, we skip growing chard fo r a 
year or two to try to break the cycle. 

Rhubarb (Rheum rhabarbarum ) is a 
subject of disagreement for Mary Ann and 
me. I think of it as a bold foliage perennial 
with striking white flowers that would put 
a goatsbeard (Aruncus) to shame, but to 
me it is totally worthless in the kitchen. 
Mary Ann thinks of rhubarb as a superb 
dessert and a fine toner-upper at breakfast 
to get the tastebuds in order for a spring 

We can't guarantee color but we acce~t suggestions: white, purple, yellow 

Ch~ck or Money Order to: 
THE ORCHID WINDOW, INC. 

P.O. Bolt 164402 
Miami, FL 33116 

CALL US TODAY 
TOLL FREE 

(24 hrs. 7 days a week) 
VISA AND MAS1ERCARD AGC6PTED 

" 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE 522.95 

E~EIGHT $2.50 
Fla. residents only add 6% tax. 
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GOPHER IT! 
Eliminate Burrowing 

Rodents 
At last an effective 

means to rid the yard 
and garden of Gophers, 

Moles and Shrews. 

NEW 
The 
electronic 
stake vibrates 
and emits a noise 
in 15 second intervals 
causing underground 
dwellers within 1000 
square yards to flee. 
Has been proven effective. 

Protect your Lawn, 
Garden and Trees. 

FEATURES 

• No more gas, traps or 
pOlson. 

• Safe for children and pets. 
• Each stake is effective for 

1000 square yards. 
• Battery powered 

(4 "0" cell- not included). 
• Waterproof. 
• No servicing required. 
• 1 Year Warranty. 

1-800-628-2828 ext. 433 
or .. 

Please send a check or money order for $45.00 
each (plus $4.00 shipping). Save money and buy 
2 for $85.00 (plus $6.00 shipping). CA Residents 
add 6% sales tax. 
M.D. Xpres"-s ________ _ 
4330 Barranca Pkwy. • Suite 101E 
Irvine, CA 92714 • (714) 559-1831 L ___________ J 
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day, but she regards it as a coarse plant in 
the landscape whose only redeeming use 
is to face down a compost heap. So we 
compromised by choosing an ornamental 
rhubarb, Rheum palmatum var. tanguti­
cum, which grows a good four feet in every 
direction and has sumptuous cut leaves. 

Cardoon (Cynara cardunculus), a close 
relative of the globe artichoke, is another 
striking plant, with deeply incised silvery 
prickly leaves three to four feet long that 
combine well with plants having large un­
cut leaves. I like it in the border with rhu­
barb chard, and it is nice with red cabbage 
too. We grow cardoon as an annual, but 
it is perennial where winters are mild, the 
bloom stalks rising the second year to a 
height of seven or eight feet and bearing 
violet thistles. 

I don't suggest growing cardoon as an 
edible in the ornamental garden, because 
this involves hilling soil around the stems 
in the same fashion as asparagus is blanched 
in Europe. The stalk has a mild, slightly 
nutty flavor but frequently has the texture 
of guitar strings. In Switzerland, where the 
culture of cardoon is a finer art than in 
our own garden, it is commercially tinned 
and sold in supermarkets . But cardoon gets 
high marks as an ornamental, and no less 
a horticultural don than Graham Stuart 
Thomas refers to it as one of the most 
magnificent of all herbaceous plants. For 
a striking change from mundane plant fare, 
set out three young cardoons in a half 
whiskey barrel container on a sunny ter­
race, and watch them take off. Growth will 
be quite full even if you forget an occa­
sional watering, but for special lushness 
work a little slow-release fertilizer (Os­
mocote 14-14-14) into the soil mix at 
planting time. 

Ornamental peppers, less than a foot tall 
and tidy in growth, are good candidates 
for nhe front of the border because they 
are of interest during every stage of fruit 
maturation, which occurs over a long pe­
riod in summer and early fall until frost 
strikes them down. Depending on the se­
lection, the fruit may be round or rocket­
shaped. 'Little Dickens', going from yel­
low to orange, is a good example of the 
latter, and it is quite edible. A pleasant 
change is 'Midnight Special', with pur­
plish-black foliage and bright red fruits. It 
is an excellent plant for containers too, 
mixed with annual dusty miller for its gray 
foliage and with black mondo grass 
(Ophiopogon planiscapus 'Arabicus'), a 
perennial that we return to the ground or 

cold frame at the time of autumn frost. 
Sweet alyssum (Lobularia maritima), in 
white- or purple-flowered selections, is 
another good companion for 'Midnight 
Special'. 

Okra doesn't get a good press very often, 
particularly from Northerners, and even 
Mary Ann, who is from Virginia, prefers 
to be out of town when I am making a 
mess of it in the kitchen. Still, it has a place 
in the larger ornamental vegetable garden, 
especially the selection with red pods. These 
must be appreciated for their maroon color 
in the garden or as dried ornaments, for 
they turn green when cooked. Okra is a 
big plant in every respect, growing four 
feet tall. It is a member of the Mallow 
family, and the yellow hibiscus-like flow­
€rs are among the most attractive in veg­
etabledom. Incidentally, the more okra pods 
you pick, the more flowers you will get. 

There are plenty of other ornamental 
vegetables, including Chinese cabbage se­
lections and eggplant-of particular note 
is one variety with fruits that mimic chicken 
eggs. Jerusalem artichoke (Helianthus tub­
erosus) is a possibility for the rear of a 
large border. Its yellow sunflowers, borne 
on eight-foot stalks in late summer, give a 
floral dimension to the border, which is 
largely dependent on foliage boldness and 
con.trast for effectiveness. However, this 
plant tends to be invasive, and it is best to 
reset a few tubers in sunken containers 
each spring so that it doesn't take over the 
garden. 

Our ornamental vegetable border varies 
from year to year, and we also include 
some herbs to round out the plantings. We 
usually have parsley and bronze fennel, 
basil, salad burnet, garlic chives, purple­
leaf perilla, catmint, and red orach. Lati­
tude of choice exists, but there are limits. 
One spring when Mary Ann was late in 
planting, I gathered together a dozen seed­
lings of feverfew (Chrysanthemum par­
thenium) from the compost heap and 
planted them in the border, knowing they 
would give a good floral account of them­
selves. Despite my protest that the ancient 
Romans had actually used feverfew foliage 
to add pungency to egg dishes, Mary Ann 
uprooted them with the remark, "None of 
your weedy perennials here!" Oh well, I 
got my rhubarb in. 

Frederick McGourty, a landscape designer, 
lecturer, and author, is co-owner, with Mary 
Ann, of Hillside Gardens, Norfolk, 
Connecticut, a nursery specializing in 
unC0mmon perennials. 
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these things and thereby addJust the cation 
exchange capacity. 

Robert Herlocker of Girard, Kan. says: 

r 0 Used over a period of time , enzymes can g relieve problems of shallow soil by penetrat-
ing hardpan and even marl. Finger demon­
strated this on a field where he had hardpan 

"I applied Nitron to 200 acres of soybean 
ground at the rate of 1/2 gallon per acre in two 
applications. They received approximately 1 
1/2" of rain before harvest; the normal for this 
period is 5 inches. Even though these beans 
were hailed on, there was no ledging (bruis­
ing or loss of foliage) , and the 200 acres 
averaged 35 bushels per acre ." 

Did you hear near the surface. He pushed a 3/8 inch steel 
what happened on Frank's farm? rod its full length of 36 inches into the ground 

without eHort. This could be a boon to hun-
Some readers will remember a story pub­

lished in the San Diego Union April 6 report­
ing a new soil conditioner made from 
enzymes. The first inkling I had concerning 
this product for gardening and commercial 
agriculture came from Acres, USA, a 
farmer's newspaper published monthly in 
Raytown , MO. 

The editor and publisher, Charles Walters , 
Jr., gave permission to quote the story about 
Frank Finger, a biodynamic farmer near 
Larned, Kan ., and his experiments with 
enzymes on his soybean and alfalfa fields . 

The diHerence between an inkling of infor­
mation and an in-depth probe is about the 
same as Mark Twain 's definition of the diHer­
ence between a lightning bug and lightning. 
So when the opportunity oHered, I made a trip 
to Frank Finger's farm . 

There I set foot on the first enzyme-treated 
soil I have ever knowingly trod upon . All of 
central and eastern Kansas looks like a 
beautifully planned and meticulously main­
tained park, and Frank Finger's farm seemed 
to have an extra glow of well-being . 

To understand what agricultural enzymes 
are and what they do, you must first know 
what they are not. Enzymes are not a fertil ­
izer nor a plant nutrient. 

dreds of thousands of acres of land in South­
ern California. 

Agricultural enzymes also will detoxify 
soils that have been chemicalized to death 
with inorganic fertilizers , herbicides and 
pesticides. They also will adjust the acid­
alkaline balance to a favorable pH 6.5 to 7, 
which nearly all plants prefer. Even high 
alkali soils can be restored to production . 

They will cause heavy soils to flocculate (to 
loosen and break down) so the structure is 
loose and plants can develop a more mas­
sive root system and irrigation water or rain 
can penetrate more quickly, evenly and 
deeply. 

Perhaps the most important thing of all that 
enzymes do is improve the soil's "cation­
exchange " capacity . Cation -exchange 
means the release of the natural minerals 
and plant nutrients by unlocking them and 
converting them to a form the plant can use to 
make its food by photosynthesis . 

No matter how bad your soil is, it is almost 
certain that you have considerable ancient 
minerals and trace elements which it needs 
but which are locked in by an imbalance 
caused by a lack of organic material and 
enzymes. By adding both to the soil , the 
enzymes supply the magic key to unlock 

Frank Finger's wife , Gay, takes care of the 
vegetable garden, shrubs and house plants : 

"Last spring I sprinkled my row of carrot 
seeds with 1 1/2 gallons of water with 1/4 cup 
of Nitron added before covering the carrots . 
In five days the carrots were up so thick I had 
to th in them several times. We ate them 
through the season and mulched them when 
freezing weather came. We have been dig­
ging and eating them all winter. " 

Also , she has a cucumber story : "I 
accidently over-treated one of my cucumber 
plants with a mixture of half water and half 
Nitron which I had intended to dilute; how­
ever, I watered the area deeply and that 
cucumber plant took over the whole patch. 
One day in July I picked 79 from it and picked 
50 on each of three other days that week. I 
pulled up all my other cucumber plants to give 
this one room to spread." 

There are many other stories about 
enzymes that border on fantasy. Perhaps I 
can tell about them later. 

Our 32-page catalog contains more details 
about Wet-Flex Hose in addition to many natural 
soil building products from Bat Guano to Fish 
Meal and from Blood Meal to Liquid Humic Acid. 
And of course, our primary product, Hitron, 
Formula A-35, enzyme soil conditioner. 

WET-FLEX HOSE 1-800-835-0123 
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

.. "" ~ - _ .. -
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Nitron Enzyme Soil Conditioner 
Description Cost Shipping 

.. $: #... ;: k' , : • • .... ".' : .. , 1 Gallon .. ..... ... .................. $25.95 .............. $4.00 
'. , 2 Gallons .................... ...... $51 .00 .. ...... ...... $7.20 

4 Gallons .... ..... ................. $92.00 .. .. .... ...... $9.50 
5 Gallon Container .......... $105.00 ........ .... $11 .00 

Wet-Flex Hose 

... thousands of tiny pores put the water 
where you want it! 

50' Wet-Flex Hose .... $19.98 ........ ...... $3.50 
100' Wet-Flex Hose .... $32.98 .. .... .. ...... $4.00 
500' Wet-Flex Hose ... $140.00 ....... .. ... $15.00 

WET FLEX HOSE-When we first heard about this 

new hose that "leaks" and "sweats" from thousands 

of pores, the idea seemed too good to have been so 

long in coming. When we learned further that it was 

made of recycled automobile tires , the idea seemed 

even better. Several hundred thousand feet later, 

our customers continue to give us feedback on the 

qualities of Wet-Flex Hose. Wet-Flex Hose works 

best on low pressure, reduces water usage and 

eliminates evaporation. Buried subsurface (2 

inches to 12 inches, depending upon the crop), Wet­

Flex Hose conserves even more water and is 

'10ugh" enough to last for years . 

1-----------------------, 

Y
eS Frank and Gay, I want to hear more about enzymes! 

I 0 Please send FREE 32 page catalog I 
I 0 "d ,'" lik' , FAEE bw,h,,, '" W't-F'" Ho" ni%Dn I 
I Name I 
I~~ I 
I City State __ Zip I 
I 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed. Enzymes - the life I 
I Most orders shipped withil'1 2 days .• We honor Visa and Mastercard. force of the soil I 

NITRON INDUSTRIES. Dept AH7 • PO Box 400 • Fayetteville. AR 72702 • (501) 521-0055 
Information & Ordering. Call Toll Free 1-800-835-0123 



Now there are over 120 practical 
gardening items in our Garden Catalog. 

Powerful 
Steinmax 

motors. 
Center blade has an exclusive clean-cutting 
action.against fixed counter blades to 
quickly shred corn stalks, vines, prunings, 
old plants, leaves and newspapers. 
Side chute holds I v. " branches steady for 
3450 rpm chipper blades. 
Bulk Leaf Shredding Accessory 
has 12-edge blade and large circular hopper 
opening for piles of leaves. Finely shreds a 
bushel in under a minute. 

Leaves-AwayTM 
Gutter Guards 

4 ft. lengths of aluminum each have 3600 
holes to admit water but exclude leaves and 
debris. Guards slide up under shingles, then 
clip securely to outer edge of aluminum 
gutters. Permanen t, effective, unobtrusive 
and economical. 

Continuous process 
Compost Bins 

Scientific design holds in warmth and moisture, 
accelerates decomposi tion. Turns garden and 
kitchen wastes into rich soi l-conditioning 
compost in a few weeks. Add materials 
anytime, slide up panels to remove mature 
compost at ground level. Four sizes to choose. 

Other items: • Bird Houses 
• Sheffield Pri'de tools • Watering cans 
• Juwel cold frames • English planters 
• Garden Arches • Tool racks 

Call or write for OUR FREE CATAWG 

Kinsman Company 
River Road, Dept. All 

Point Pleasant, PA 18950 
(215) 297-5613 
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Whats in a Name? 

Anyone who has ever mumbled 
awkwardly when faced with a bo­
tanical name such as as Ceratos­

tigma plumbaginoides or Eschscholzia 
caespitosa has probably wondered a little 
wistfully why there can't be a simpler way 
to designate plants. It hardly makes sense, 
one might argue, for a name to be weight­
ier than the plant itself. Wouldn't it be 
easier just to use common or folk names? 
Surely any imaginative gardener could do 
better than Anigozanthus manglesii! 

When discussing plant nomenclature, 
however, it is important to remember that 
although many botanical names do not 
dance trippingly off the tongue, they were 
developed for a distinct scientific purpose, 
that of classifying plants according to a 
universally understood system. This en­
ables gardeners in any country to com­
municate effectively. Common names, for 
all their poetry, cannot fulfill this purpose; 
in fact, people in different countries, or 
even in different regions of the same coun­
try, have given well-known plants different 
common names. For example, what to an 
Englishman is a marigold to us is a cal­
endula. What we call a marigold, he calls 
an African marigold. What is known as 
wild lily-of-the-valley in one part of the 
United States is Canadian mayflower in 
another. 

In her book, Flowering Shrubs, Isabel 
Zucker lists the common names, which are 
dismayingly numerous, for each shrub she 
describes. Shepherdia argentea is variously 
known as silver leaf, buffalo berry, rabbit 
berry, beef-suet tree, and wild oleaster. Vi­
burnum cassinoides may be withe rod, 
swamp viburnum, swamp blackhaw, false 
Paraguay tea, wild raisin, Appalachian tea, 
or teaberry. The English hawthorn, Cra­
taegus monogyna, can be called any of the 
following: single-seed hawthorn, haw bush, 
hag thorn , hagbush or tree, May bush, 
May bread, May bread-and-cheese tree or 
bush, aglet tree, fairy thorn, Glastonbury 
thorn, hipperty haw tree, holy innocents, 
heg peg bush, moon flower, peggall bush, 
pixie pear, quick thorn, scrab, scrab bush, 
and shiggy. It all depends on where one is 
from! 

If you say SY-klam-en 
and I say SIK-la-men for 
Cyclamen, it is mainly a 
matter of personal 
preference. 

Elizabeth Lawrence loved the "sweet 
country names" of flowers and shrubs, and 
Louise Beebe Wilder has a chapter on plant 
names in her book, Colour in My Garden 
(1918). She was concerned lest the charm­
ing old familiar names of plants be lost, 
and she writes of them with great knowl­
edge and affection . However, after dis­
cussing the old custom of giving the same 
name to several different plants, and many 
different names to the same plant (fifty­
six names have been recorded for the marsh 
marigold or Caltha palustris!), she admits 
that we must indeed learn the botanical 
names, cumbersome though they may be. 

This seems to be the only possible so­
lution for people who take plants seri­
ously, who want to speak or write about 
them, to order them without chance of 
error, or to grow them . Experienced gar­
deners insist on knowing what is being 
offered in nursery catalogs. Any nursery­
man who offers something simply as "win­
terberry" should specify whether it is !lex 
verticillata or Euonymus radicans 'Erecta', 



both of which are referred to by that name, 
though they are two quite different plants. 
Some less conscientious nurserymen seem 
even to be inventing common names for 
plants, further confusing the situation. 
Many garden plants don't possess com­
mon names in English since our garden 
today include plants from all over the world, 
and even if we knew what people in their 
countries of origin called them we would 
not have gained anything. 

It appears that we should familiarize 
ourselves with botanical name a th e only 
way out of the confusion. Many gardeners 
accept this in theory, but feel that they a re 
not capable of lea rning botanical nomen­
clature. Actually, there a re probably very 
few people who are not able to lea rn plant 
names once they drop their resistance. If 
you are a serious gardener and a re rea ll y 
interested in plants, as you work with them 
and read about them their names lodge 
themselves in your head without much 
conscious effort. 

Some people don ' t try to lea rn plant 
names because they think they couldn't 
pronounce them even if they could spe ll 
them. But the main thing is to be ab le to 
recognize the names in print. Of course 
none of us likes to make mistakes-we' re 
afraid of sounding silly or ignorant. But 
just as in learning a foreign language, we've 
got to charge ahead courageously and use 
the words we've learned, even if we say 
them wrong, or we'll never speak the lan­
guage. And we can comfort ourselves with 
the knowledege that even the authorities 
disagree on many pronunciations. 

Nowadays horticultural magazines, ref­
erence books, and even plant and seed cat­
alogs usually indicate the " proper" pro­
nunciation of botanical names. American 
Horticulturist includes a Pronunciation 
Guide in its magazine issue. These guides 
are designed to be helpful, but it's impor­
tant to remember that in many cases pro­
nunciation is a matter of personal pref­
erence. Do you want to say STOKES-ee­
uh, because Stokesia was named for a chap 
called Stokes, or sto-KEESE-ee-uh? Do you 
prefer DAHL-ee-uh or DALE-ee-uh for 
Dahlia? If you say SY-klam-en and I say 
SIK-Ia-men for Cyclamen, if you say klem­
AH-tis and I say KLEM-ah-tis, it is not a 
matter of great moment. When syllables 
are inserted gratuitously, however, it is a 
bit irritating, as when pronouncing Gyp­
sophila jip-so-FILL-ee-a when it really must 
be jip-SOFF-ill-a. 

My bible on this subject is A. W. Smith's 

A Gardener's Book of Plant Names, which 
has been out of print for some time. It is 
a cha rming, easy-to-read reference book 
that not o nl y exp la ins th e whole system of 
plant no mencl ature but suppli es, here and 
there, amusi ng anecdo ta l material alo ng 
with the instruction. When you look up 
Halesia, the sil ver bell tree, you' ll learn 
that it was named for th e Reve rend Ste­
phen Ha les (1677- 1761), who not only 
contributed to our knowledge of plant pa­
thology but who carri ed out what may 
have been the very first mea urement of 
blood pressure, with th e coope ratio n of a 
white mare, o ne Sunday morning. One 
wonder why he wasn't delivering a ser­
mon instead! 

Co lonel Smith ay that the fi r t clas­
sifica tion of plants, that of family groups, 
is of more interest to botani ts than to 
ord inary gardeners, a the name of the plant 
family i not included in the name of the 
individual plant. The name that are im­
portant to u are those of a plant'S genus 
and species. For example, Campanula (from 
the Latin campana or bell) is a gen us which 
includes around 300 species of bell flow­
ers. A campanula can be a four-inch back­
of-the-border plant o r a tiny rock garden 
creature no bigger than a pincushion, or 
it may refer to something in between, dif­
ferent in size, shape, habi t, and preference. 
If you don't know that Campanula me­
dium is a biennial, three to four inches tall, 
and Campanula tommasiniana is a three­
to-four-inch rock-ga rden perennia l, yo u're 
going to have trouble ordering, at least 
from seed exchange lists. You can't pick 
just any campanula. 

Some of the genus and species names 
are in Latin and Greek and some are in a 
sort of fake Latin - Latinized names of 
people and places . Some species names 
contain information about the plant-its 
color, size, shape, or place of origin. If you 
learn some of the meanings of these words 
it helps you to recognize these plants. Thus, 
albus means white; hirsutus, hairy; glau­
cus, having a white powdery coating or 
bloom. Macro is large or long; phyllus has 
to do with leaves. The species name glau­
cophyllus therefore tells you that the plant 
has gray or bluish-green leaves, while ma­
crophyllus indicates that its leaves are long 
or large. 

When the species names reveal the place 
of origin, such as pratensis, from the fields; 
montanus, of the mountains; saxatilis, 
found among rocks; or paiustris, swamp­
loving, you are immediately instructed as 

How To 
Make 
Brown 
Gold ... In 14 Days 
"Brown Gold" is the expert 
gardeners' term for rich, 
nutrient-filled compost. 

Once upon a day, it took six months to 
years to make rich , nutrient-filled, usable 
compost (or "brown gold" as expert gar­
deners call it) . The piles, pits or bins of 
material were smelly and messy ... and 
turning them was backbreaking work! 

Now there's a wonderful way to make 
rich, sweet-smelling, usable compost in 
14 days. Simply. Painlessly. Inexpensively. 

It's called the Kemp ComposTumbler. 
All you do is toss in all your organic throw­

outs ... weeds, overripe crops, grass clip­
pings, kitchen scraps, leaves, etc. 

No mess. No smell. No rodents. No ugly 
piles . And , best of all, no back straining 
work, because all you do now is spin the 
drum for a minute or so once each day. 

Inside, mixing fins stir up and blend the 
contents to speed up decomposition . Out­
side, oxygen enters through the screened air 
vents while excess moisture is released from 
the drainage holes. 

The result? Dark, rich , crumbly, ready-to­
use compost in a mere two weeksl 

30-Day Home Trial 
As we do with all our famous Kemp prod­

ucts, we want you to be the judge. Use the 
ComposTumbler to turn all your throw-outs 
into rich , natural compost. Then, after a full 
month, if you don't absolutely love your 
ComposTumbler, we'll buy it backl Could 
anything be more fair? 

FREE $35 BONUS 
FOR EARLY BIRDS 

~dC~~~~~~~;bi:r® I 
I 160 Koser Rd ., Dept. 51048C Q.w" I 

Lititz, PA 17543 Telephone 717/627-7979 
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~ 

o YES! Send me information on Kempls 
ComposTumbler, 3(}'Day Trial and Budge! Plan' 
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to the site preference of your plant. You'll 
put Salvia pratensis out in the open, Myo­
sotis palustris in a wettish spot, Alyssum 
montanum and Aurinia saxatilis on a rock 
wall. You will know that Anemone syl­
vestris wants a bit of shade, as sylvestris 
means that it grows in the woods. Every­
thing begins to make sense. Well, almost 
everything. 

Most plants have only two names, that 
of the genus and that of the species, but 
some have three when further identifica­
tion is required, either because the plant 
is a distinct variety of the species or it is 
a special garden cultivar. We have, for in­
stance, Aster (genus) alpinus (species). Then 
we have a plant called Aster alpinus gar­
ibaldii, the last name indicating that it is 
a variety or subspecies of Aster alpinus, 
with enough differences to make it special 
but not enough to call it a separate species. 
Aster alpinus 'Dark Beauty', on the other 
hand, means that this form either has been 
produced by hand pollination of various 
alpine asters or it is reproduced vegeta­
tively from a special form of the aster that 
someone discovered or developed. Culti-

closed in single quotation marks, except 
in catalogs or plant lists. These plants, as 
a rule, do not come true from seed but 
must be propagated vegetatively by means 
of cuttings, division, or layering. Cultivars 
can also be hybrids, which are sometimes, 
but not always, indicated by "X," as in 
Achillea X 'Moonshine'. 

I will not go here into the system of 
agreement in gender of the species names 
with the generic names, which are mas­
culine, feminine, or neuter. Colonel Smith 
makes it all plain; after you've read it you 
know why a white gasplant is called Dic­
tamnus albus, but a white gentian is Gen­
tiana alba. 

There is one thing about this business 
of plant names that doesn't make sense, 
and that is the fact that taxonomists are 
so often changing them. One assumes that 
they're not amusing themselves, that it's 
all done in the interests of greater accuracy 
or in order to correct a faulty classification. 
But I know of at least one case where they've 
made things murkier instead of clearer­
the case of French tarragon, which has 
been for many years Artemisia dracun­
culus or A. drancunculus var. sativa, while 

the worthless Russian or Siberian tarragon 
was Artemisia redowski. Then, a few years 
ago, the word came down from on high 
that they were both to be called A. dra­
cunculus. Hortus Third says "variety sa­
tiva is listed." After years of trying to keep 
my herb customers straightened out I felt 
pretty cross-still do, actually. Now I tell 
the novices that if their plant sets seed, it's 
the Siberian interloper and they should 
chuck it out and get the one that has to 
be divided and grown from cuttings, since 
it (the good one) is sterile. 

Many other changes are almost as ir­
ritating. Dianthus caesius changed to D. 
gratianopolitanus, and Clematis panicu­
lata, it appears from the catalog I got last 
year, has become C. maximowicziana, of 
all the outrages. If the taxonomists want 
a project, a really useful assignment, why 
don't they sit down aNd think of a new 
name for our poor native blue lobelia, which 
has been struggling along all these years 
burdened with the embarrassing name of 
Lobelia siphilitica? 

-Elisabeth Sheldon 

Elisabeth Sheldon manages a small perennial 
nursery in Lansing, New York. 

Florentine Craftsmen has been the leading maker of distinctive and individual 
garden ornaments and furniture for over sixty years. 

A. 
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A. TREE OF LIFE WALL FOUNTAIN A fountain complete with 
recirculating pump, made of wrought iron, lead and heavy alu­
minum. 24 inches wide x 47 inches high. Regular Price: $1450 

B. ROUND BIRD BATH WITH BIRD 14112 inch diameter, 6112 
inches high overall, made of lead. Regular Price: $265 

C. FISH 14 inches long, 7 inch x 4 inch base. Piped for fountain, 
made of lead. Regular Price: $185 

D. CHERUB HOLDING BASKET Entire fountain in lead, com­
plete with recirculating pump. Overall height 44 inches, basket: 
12 x 14 inches. Regular Price: $1025 

Send $4.00 for a fully illustrated catalog AH4 of our complete line 
sent via First Class mail. 



SAVE 10% OFF RETAIL PRICE! BONSAI MASTERCLASS 
Peter Chan 

Shed new light 
Discover the secrets of ancient Chinese 
and Japanese bonsai. You need onty 5 
basic tools to cultivate your tree and here a 
wortd-famous bonsai master tel ts al t, from 
basic horticullure and art istic principles to 
actual bonsai creation. Hundreds of pho­
tos (many in color) and step-by-step in­
structions reveal the intricacies of clip­

on your garden with 
STERLING horticulture books ping, trimming, wiring limbs and air-layering the trunk. Plus 

you'll see pruning techniques and outstanding examples of 
trees in various stages of development. 160 pages (72 in 
color). Hardcover. Retail $19.95. AH members $17.95 

MAKING BIRDHOUSES 
& FEEDERS 
Charles R. Self 
Specific mformallon on how to allrac!. teed 
and house the buds you want-robms, 
chickadees, woodpeckers, cardinals, war­
blers, marlins, hummingbirds and morel 
Step-by-step instrucllons cover the best 
woods to use, house deSigns and con­
strucllon gUldetines With speclat lips for 

plaCing them safe ty, making feed, even tables for hole size. 128 
pages Paperback Retail $895 AH members $805 

COUNTRY FLOWER DRYING 
Beverly Olson & Judy Lazzara 
Keep springtime alive all year round with 
home-dried lIowers lis quick and easy to do 
(most ptants take onty 3 weeks to dry) and 
the supplies are few and Inexpensive. Pick 
you favorite fotiage-a flower-by-flower 
guide identifies dozens of plants best-suited 
for drying. Step-by-step instrucllons give 
you ideas for dozens of gifts & decorations 

inctuding potpourri, wreaths, country hats, nosegays, decorated 
baskets and more. 132 pages (4 in color). Paperback. Reta il $9.95. 
AH members $8.95 

BONSAI: THE COMPLETE 
. GUIDE TO ART & TECHNIQUE 
Paul Lesniewicz 
This color photo-filled book demystifies the 
ancient art form of bonsai traming using 
techniques developed in Japan and China 
centuries ago. Learn methods for artificial 
ageing, thickening trunks and branches, wire 
training and more. 192 pages (107 in cotor, 
54 in 2-tolor). Hardcover. Retail $24.95. AH 
members $22.45 

ORCHID GROWING 
ILLUSTRATED 
Brian & Wilma Rittershausen 
Even an amateur gardener can grow beau­
ti ful vigorous orch ids! Th is complete 
guide is packed with 249 ph alas (99 in ful l 
co lor) and details on polling, watering, 
feeding, pest and disease contro l and gen­
eral care. 160 pages (61 in color). Hard­
cover. Retail $24.95. AH members $22.45 

INDOOR BONSAI 
Paul Lesniewicz 
Every step in growing and shaping the vast 
varieties of miniature trees is here (i nclud­
ing mini-bonsai trees only 3-6 inches tall). 
Pract ical tips on care, pests, pruning, wir­
ing and more. Plus spectacular full-color 
photos show you how to create an ancient­
looking indoor forest. 208 pages (84 in 
cotor). Paperback. Retail $12.95. AH mem­
bers $11 .65 

1'I'rl~""'~ IKEBANA SPIRJT AND 
TECHNIQUE 

Tti~~rJ Shusui Komoda & Horst Pointer 
Bring the beauty and tranqui lity of Japa­
nese flower arranging to your home. Learn 
both the technique and the spirit of this 
ancient art form 92 step-by-step lessons, 
gorgeousty Iitustrated with over 500 di­
agrams and 32 pages 01 breathtaking 
cotor, make It easy- even lor begln-

nels- to create Ikebana deSigns that delight the senses wllh 
Ihe true splrrt of oriental style. 224 pages (32 in color) 
Paperback Retait $14 95 AH Members $13.45 

~~'I"P'I'~ ORCHIDS IN COLOR 
Brian & Wilma Rittershausen 
lavishly illustrated with over 100 full-cotor 
orchid portraits, th is book on how to ptant 
and care for orchids IS a coHee tabte classic 
OpPOsite each photo IS a diSCUSSion of the 
genus and pedigree 01 each ptan!. ptus 
graphiC descrrptlon on ptant structure In­
ctudlng bulb formation, pallern 01 foliage, 
structure of lIower spikes and new growth. 
192 pages Paperback Retail $1295 AH 
members $11.65 

lif:::::::;::;;;:;:::~Q) AN IRISH HERBAL 
'~'" • John K'Eogh 

H l R 81\ 1 Cure whatever ails you wrlh thiS 250 
year-old cure book straight from the old 
sad Every Irrsh plant, herb, flower, 

V shrub & tree-from Abele tree to Yar­
'i ~ row-is listed here With instructions on t ..... E.:: how to prepare them for mediCinal use. 

~:::S_!!!!!'=i~ All the charm and enchantment of the 
original text comes through in thiS mod· 

ern language edillon which clarrlies the obscure Latin and 
trlsh words and phrases. 160 pages, 6V. x 8~. Paperback. 
Retail $8.95. AHS members $8.05 

CONTAINER GARDENING 
Peter McHoy 
Take your pick from a tradit ional Window 
box with geraniums and trailing lobelia 
to a wheetbarrow fill ed with primroses 
and marigolds. Lavishty illustrated with 
64 lull -color photos, th is handbook 
gives you no-nonsense advice on how 
to choose, grow and maintain plants in 
containers. Imaginative contai ners 
range from tubs and chimney pots to otd tires. 128 pages (52 
in color). Paperback. Retai l $9.95. AH Members $8.95 

GAZEBOS AND OTHER 
GARDEN STRUCTIJRE 
DESIGNS 
Janet and Richard Strombeck 
The most comprehensive collection of 
gazebo designs anywhere, 53 fabutous 
and unique designs-Victorian, Tradi­
tional, Rustic, Oriental and Modern­
plus designs for 7 classic arbors and 13 

"strombellas" (intimate structures for shading a sandbox, picnic 
table and more) Atso includes ptans for 18 birdfeeders and 
houses 96 pages, Paperback. Retail $8.95. AH members $8.05 

ROCK GARDENS THROUGH 
THE YEAR 
Karl Foerster 
Here are detailed descriptions of over 1000 
plants and tips for growing them in your 
climate in this updated edition of a world 
renowned classic. 56 alt-new fult -color 
pages show 288 different Ilowering plants 
In their natural habitat Also featured: 140 
tocale maps showing where you can find 

each plant growing In the wild around the world. 320 pages (all 
in cotor). Hardcover Retait $29.95. AH members $26.95 

POCKET ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF CACTI IN COLOUR 
Edgar & Brian Lamb 
A color filled pockel-sized identification 
guide for over 300 species of cacti. Clear 
instructions plus 326 full-color photos 
cover every aspect of cultivation from soil, 
watering, & pests to vegetative propaga­
tion, grafting and growing from seed. Per­
fect for both new hobbyists and well-sea­

soned enthusiasts. 224 pages (112 in color). Hardcover. Retail 
$12.95 AH members $11.65 

COMPLETE BOOK OF HERBS 
AND HERB GROWING 
Roy Genders 
Hundreds of recipes for salves, room 
Iresheners, ointments, cosmetics and 
pain relievers. This treasury of facts and 
fotklore is packed with inlormation on 
raising herbs, planning a garden and 
quaint stories surround ing over 100 
popular herbs. Line itlustrations and photos make 
identification easy. 176 pages (16 in color). Paperback. Retait 
$9.95. AH members $8.95 

ORDER FORM 
Prepaid orders to the allenlion of Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. lWo Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016. Postage and handling 
is an additionat $1.50 per book; 3 or more books shipped postage free. Make check payable to Sterling Publishing Co. Inc. 

Name ____________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________ _ 

City _________ _ _______ State _____ Zip ____ _ 

QTY. TITLE PRICE 



Most container plant failure -
and death - comes from 
over-watering. The drowning 
roots can't absorb water 
or the nutrients they need. 
The plant suffocates. 

But when you use Oxy­
gen Plus, you deliver vital 
oxygen and essential nutri­
ents right to the roots. No 
other plant food, no emulsion, 
no spike, no ordinary fer­
tilizer can match the perfor­
mance of Oxygen Plus. 

Proven in university 
tests, and praised by profes­
sional horticulturists and 
happy gardeners all over the 
country, Oxygen Plus helps 
your plants look better, grow 
better and thrive. 

Oxygen Plus. It's the 
breath of life for your plants. 
Look for Oxygen Plus at your 
quality lawn and garden 
retaner, wherever garden prod­
ucts are sold-or send for 
your FREE brochure: The Truth 
About Plant foods. 

PLANT RESEARCH LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 3976 

Laguna Hills, CA 92654 
1-800-221·2589 

In California: (714) 721-0153 
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Pronunciation 
Guide 

This month American Horticulturist brings back 
a favorite service-the Pronunciation Guide. 
Members have requested its return, and the ed­
itors have complied, but not without some trepi­
dation that all readers may not agree with their 
decisions. Thus the following guide is prefaced 
by Elisabeth Sheldon 's enjoyable discussion of 
the foibles of " proper" pronunciation ; you are 
invited to turn to page 34 before you look up 
a plant's name below. 

Acer japonicum A Y-ser ja-PON-ih-kum 
A. pseudoplatanus A. sue-doe-PLAT-ah-nus 
Achillea a-KILL-Iee-ah or ak-ill-EE-ah 
Acorus calamus AK-oh-rus KAL-ah-mus 
Aesculus pavia ESS-kew-Ius PA Y-vee-ah 
Ajuga reptans aj-OO-ga REP-tans 
Alchemilla alpina 

al-kem-ILL-a al-PINE-ah 
A. conjucta A. con-JUNK-ta 
Alyssum montanum 

ah-LISS-um mon-TAN-um 
Anemone nemorosa an-EM-on-ee ne-mo­

ROS-ah 
A. sylvestris A. sill-VESS-triss 
Anigozanthus manglesii 

a -nee-goh -ZAN -th uss man-G LESS-ee-eye 
Aristolochia durior 

a-riss-to-LO-kia DUR-tle-or 
Artemisia dracunculus var. sativa 

ar-tem-IS-ia drah-KUN-kew-Ius sa-TY-va 
A. redowski A. reh-DOW-ski 
Aruncus a-RUNK-us 
Asarum arifolium 

as-AR-um are-i-FOE-Iee-um 
A. caudatum A. caw-DA Y-tum 
A. europaeum A. your-o-PEE-um 
A. hartwegii A. hart-WEG-ee-eye 
A. shuttleworthii 

A. shut-el-WERE-thee-eye 
A. virginicum A. vir-GIN-i-kum 
Aster alpinus garibaldii 

ASS-ter aI-PINE-us gar-ib-ALD-ee-eye 
Athyrium goeringianum 

a-THI-rium gair-rinj-ee-A Y-num 
Berberis thunbergii 

BER-ber-is thun-BERG-ee-eye 
Callicarpa americana 

kal-i-CARP-a a-mer-ih-KA Y-nah 
Cal/una kal-LOON-a 
Caltha palustris KAL-tha pah-LUSS-tris 
Campanula isophylla 

kam-PAN-ew-Ia eye-sew-FILL-a 
C. medium C. ME-dee-um 
C. portenschlagiana 

C. por-ten-schlag-ee-A Y-nah 
C. poscharskyana C. po-shar-sky-A-na 

C. tommasiniana C. tom-a-sin-ee-AH-nah 
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides 

ser-at-oh-STIG-mah plum-bah-ji-NOID-eez 
Chamaecyparis pisifera 

kam-ee-SIP-a-ris pih-SIFF-er-ah 
Chrysanthemum parthenium 

kris-ANTH-em-um par-THEN-ee-um 
Chrysogonum virginianum 

kris-OG-o-num vir-gin-ee-A-num 
Clematis maximowicziana 

KLEM-at-is max-i-moh-wicks-ee-A Y-nah 
or klem-AT-is 

C. paniculata C. pan-ick-yew-LAH-ta 
C. texensis 

C. tex-EN-sis 
Convolvulus cneorum 

kon-VOL-vew-Ius nee-O-rum 
C. mauritanicus C. maw-rih-TAN-ih-kus 
Cornus alba KOR-nus AL-ba 
Cotinus coggygria 

ko-TY-nus ko-JY-gree-ah 
Cram be maritima KRAM-be ma-RIT-i-mah 
Crataegus monogyna 

krah-TEE-gus moh-no-GUY-na 
Cyclamen hederifolium 

SIK-Ia-men head-er-i-FOE-Iee-um or SY­
.kIa-men 

C. repandum C. re-PAN-dum 
Cynara cardunculus 

SIN-a-ra car-DUNK-ewe-Iuss 
Delphinium grandiflorum 

del-FIN-i-um grand-i-FLOOR-um 
Dianthus caesius die-AN-thus SEE-see-us 
D. gratianopolitanus 

D. grah-tee-ah-no-po-li-TAH-nus 
Dictamnus albus dick-TAM-nus AL-bus 
Eschscholzia caespitosa 

esh-SHOLTZ-ee-ah seez-pi-TOE-sa 
Euonymus radicans yew-ON-ih-mus RAD­

ih-kanz 
Gentiana alba jen-she-A Y-nah AL-bah 
Geranium dalmaticum 

jer-A Y-ni-um dal-MAY-ti-kum 
G. sanguineum G. san-GWIN-ee-um 
Gossypium goss-E-pium 
Halesia carolina 

hal-EE-sia care-oh-LIE-nah 
Helianthus tuberosus 

hee-li-AN-thus tube-er-OH-sus 
Hexastylis virginica 

hex-a-STY-liss vir-GIN-i-ka 
Hosta undulata HOSS-ta un-dew-LA Y-ta 
Houttuynia cordata 

hoo-TIE-nee-a kor-DAH-ta 
Hydrangea quercifolia 

hy-DRAN-gee-ah quer-sih-FOE-Iee-ah 



Hypoxis hirsuta hy-POX-is her-SUE-ta h 
!lex verticil/ata EYE-lex ver-tiss- ill-A Y -ta 
Iris kaempferi EYE-riss KEMP-fare-eye 
I. pseudacorus I. sue-DACK-or-us 
l. sibirica I. sigh-BEER-i-ka 
Lobelia siphilitica 

lo-BEE-lia si-fi ll-IT-i-ka 
Lobularia maritima 

lob-yew-LARE-i-a ma-RIT-i-ma 
Myosotis palustris 

my-oh-SO-tiss pah-LUSS-tris 
Oenothera missouriensis 

ee-no-TH EE-ra mi-sor-ree-EN-sis 
Onoclea sensibilis 

on-o-KLEE-ah sens-i-BEEL-is 
Ophiopogon planiscapus 

o-fio-PO-gon pla-nis- KA Y-pus 
Origanum laevigatum 

o-RIG-ah-num lay-vi-GA Y-tum 
Paeonia mlokosewitschii 

pee-O-nia mlo-ko-sa-WlTZ-kee-eye 
P. tenuifolia P. ten-yew-i-FOL-ia 
Phlox bifida f10x BIF-ih-dah 
P. nivalis P. nih-VAL-iss 
P. subulata P. sub-yew-LA-ta 
Primula obconica PRIM-yew-Ia ob-CON-i­

ka 
Prunus ten ella PROO-nus te-NEL-Ia 
Rheum rhabarbarum REE-um ra-BARB-ah-

rum 
R. palma tum va r. tanguticum 

R. pal-MA Y-tum tan-GOO-ti-kum 
Rhododendron alabamense 

ro-do-DEN-dron a l-ah-ba-MEN-see 
R. atlanticum R. at-LAN-ti-kum 
R. bakeri R. BAKE-er-eye 
R. calendulaceum 

R. ka-Ien-dew-LA Y-see-um 
R. canescens R. kah-NESS-enz 
R. f1ammeum R. FLA Y-mee-um 
R. nudiflorum R. new-di-FLOOR-um 
R. prunifolium R. prune- i-FOL-ee-um 
R. vaseyi R. VA Y -zee-eye 
Salix cap rea SA Y-lix KAP-ree-a 
Salvia Iyrata SAL-via Iy-RA T-ta 
S. officinalis S. oh-fiss-ih-NAL-is 
S. pratensis S. pray-TIN-sis 
Sambucus racemosa sam-BEW-kus ray-see­

MOH-sa 
Sanguinaria canadensis 

sang-gwin-A Y-ria kan-ah-DEN-sis 
Sedum spurium SEE-dum SPEW-ree-um 
Shepherdia argentea 

shep-HER-dia are-JEN-tee-ah 
Silene virginicum 

sy-LEE-nee vir-GIN-i-kum 
Spiraea x bumalda 

spy-REE-a bew-MALL-da 
Stellaria pubera steJl-A Y-ria PEW-bear-a 
Streptocarpus strep-to-KARP-us 
Veronica ver-ON-ik-a 
Viburnum cassinoides 

vie-BUR-num ka-si-NOID-eez 
Viola labradorica 

vy-OH-Ia lab-ra-DOE-ri-ka 
Weigela florida wy-GEE-la FLOR-i-da 

We Grow 
Beautiful Perennials 

A t A Price ~ Will Like!!! 

The plants that return to bloom season 
after season for years of easy pleasure, 
our specialty ... Perennials. 

THE PERMANENT 
METAL GARDEN LABEL 

White Iberis for early spring, 
summer's perky Shasta Daisies and 
fall for blooming Chrysan themums ... 
Perennials beautify your home. A - Hairpin Style Mar1<ers 

B - Plant or Shrub Labels 
C - Cap Style Markers 
D - Swinging Style Mar1<ers 
E - Rose Mar1<ers 
F - Tall Display Mar1<ers 
G - Tall Single Staff Mar1<ers 
H - Flag Style Mar1<ers 
J - Small Plant Labels 
K -TIe-On Labels 
M- Mlniature Mar1<ers 

30 $ 8.00 
100 $ 6.55 

30 $ 8.55 
30 $ 6.85 
30 $ 7.50 
30 $10.60 
30 $ 7.90 
30 $ 6.60 

100 $ 6.35 
100 $ 7.85 
30 $ 6.35 

Blues tone grows over 300 varieties 
of perennials which are shippe d in 
full growth - easy to plant and each 
plan t gu aranteed. 

Send for our free catalog. We will be 
pleased to hear from you. 

Special Quantity Prices Available 
Prices Include Prepaid Postage 

Name ______________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

1 Each: A, B, C, 0 , E, H, J and K With 
Waterproof Crayon , Only $2.75 

PAW PAW EVERLAST 
LABEL COMPANY 

P.O. Box 93-AH 
Paw Paw, Michigan, 49079-0093 

State __ _ 

Zip ______ _ 

7225 Middle 
Ridge Rd. 

Madison, 
Ohio 44057 

Vegetable and Fruit Growers USE . .. 
agronet® is an ex truded floating c rop cove r that improves 

seed germination, plant growth and gives protection from 
most insects . By creating a co ntrolled ground environ­
ment agronet encourages a bigger, better and earlier 
matu ring crop, inc reases the yield and extends the 
growing season. 

Garden Cover 
(5'x33 ') Regular Price $9.95 

Tomato Sleeve 
(2.4 'x34') Reg ular Price $9.95 

Lawn/Tree Cover 
(20.9'x23.9') 

Regu lar Price $25.95 

BUY ONE 

$7.50 
BUY TWO 

$14.00 
BUY ONE 

$19.50 
BUY TWO 

$37.50 

Fill out coupon along with check or money order and mail to : 

CDK International Corp., 3 11 3 Hoswell Hoad , 
Sui te 204 . Dept. H. Marietta. GA 30062 

Please send me: 

o GARDEN COVER $7.50 o TWO $14.00 
o T O MATO SLEEVE $7 .50 o TWO $14 .00 
o ONE OF EAC H $14.00 (Garden . Tomato) 
o LAWN/ TREE COVER $19.50 0 TWO $37.50 

TOTAL 

Handl ing & Shipping $3.00 

TOTAL 

___________ ______ Tel. # ___ _ 

______________ State __ Zip ___ _ 

A LLOW 2-3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY . DO NOT SEND CASH 
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FIRST&ONLY 
Greenhouse/Screenhouse 
Year-Round Combination! 
UNI~~~RG'(_S""'NG Rtt(" 
SUft-pO INSULATED 

WINTER SUN SPACE CONVERTS 
TO A SUMMER SCREEN ROOM! 

o Bronze alum inurn 0 Shatter-resistant glazing 
o No foundations required 0 Easy do-it-you rself 
assembly 0 Ideal spa/hot tub room . 

Send $2 for Color Catalogues, Prices, 
SENT FIRST CLASS MAIL. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

VEGETABLE FACTORY, INC. 
P.O. Box 2235, Dept. AHO 
New York, NY 10163 

THATCHED 
ROOF 
BIRD 

HOUSES 

Made in England by "cottage industry," 
The Thatched Roof Bird Houses have the 
charm of Folk-craft ... one of those pleasant 
touches that make the English Gardens 
famous . The house is a rustic hollowed 
branch with a flat back to hang on a wall, 
fence, or tree . A stub of a stem is the perch. 
Twigs are litted to hold the thatching . 10" 
high . Easy to clean out. Writes a reordering 
customer: " ... my thatched bird house is the 
talk of the neighborhood ." Only 18.95 
each. Shipping $2 .00 

The Walt Nicke 
Company 
p.o. Box 433A, 36 McLeod Lane 
Topsfield, MA 01983 

40 Aprii1988 

Classifieds 
ALPINE AND ROCK GARDEN 
Hardy, Beautiful. Sempervivums and Sedums. 
Introductory Order 10/8. 00, Different, Named. 
Catalog $.50. JIM AND IRENE RUSS, QUAL­
ITY PLANTS, HCR1 Box 6450, Buell Road, 
Igo, CA 96047. 

AROID SOCIETY 
Interest in Anthuriums, Dieffenbachias, Philo­
dendrons, etc? Join the International Aroid So­
ciety: Monthly Newsletter, Quarterly Journals. 
Dues $15, Annually. Write : INTERNA­
TIONAL AROID SOCIETY, PO Box 43-1853, 
Miami, FL 33143. 

THE AVANT GARDENER 
DIFFERENT, EXCITING, GREAT FUN TO 
READ-for the gardener who wants to get more 
out of gardening! Subscribe to THE AVANT 
GARDENER, the most useful, most quoted of 
all gardening publications. Every month this 
unique news service brings you the newest and 
most practical on-going information-new 
plants, products, techniques, with sources, plus 
fearure articles, special issues. 20th year. Awarded 
Garden Club of America and Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society Medals for outstanding 
contributions to horticulture. Curious? Sample 
copy $1. Serious? $10 full year (reg. $15). THE 
A VA NT GARDENER, Box 489M, New York, 
NY 10028. 

AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS 
HARDY AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS: 
Northern grown and acclimated. Proven hardy 
here without winter protection. Big sizes! Big 
selection! Personal service! Two Year Catalog 
Subscription: $2.00 (deductible) . CARLSON'S 
GARDENS, Box 305-AHA'488, South Salem, 
NY 10590. (914) 763-5958. 

BONSAI 
Bonsai Plants, Pots, Tools, Books, Supplies. Great 
Hobby or Business. Catalog $1.00. BONSAI 
. FARM, Box 130, Lavernia, TX 78121. 

BOOKS . 
UNFINDABLE BOOKS FOUND FREE: For our 
free and indefatigable search service, just send 
us your "hard-to-find" book wants. No obli­
gation. BOOKFINDERS GENERAL, INC. Dept. 
V, Box 837, Madison Square Station, New York, 
,NY 10159-0837. 
OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS: Bought and Sold: 
Horticulture, Botany, Landscaping, Herbology. 
Large Catalogue $1.00. POMONA BOOKS, 
Rockton, Ontario, Canada LOR 1XO. 
DRIED BOUQUETS SO REAL THEY LOOK 
FRESH! Show-and-Tell books: Step-By-Step 
BOOK OF DRIED BOUQUETS, over 285 Pho­
tos: Williamsburg, Modern, Country, Victo­
rian, Gifts. ($12.95 ppd. ). Step-By-Step BOOK 
OF PRESERVED FLOWERS, professional se­
crets for preserving 100 flowers, includes Mi­
crowave, ($3 .95 ppd.) BOTH BOOKS $15.90 
ppd. FREE NEWSLETTER, send stamp. RO­
BERTA MOFFITT, PO Box 3597, Wilmington, 
DE 19807. 

Out of print, scarce and antiquarian gardening 
and botanical books. Catalogs issued regularly. 
Write to WHEELBARROW BOOKS 22 
Brangwyn Avenue, Brighton, Sussex, BNl, 8XG: 
England. 

BROMELIADS 
TILLANDSIAS-GROW WITHOUT SOIL. 
Large selection available on our Free Price List. 
Distributorships available. Wholesale Retail 
Mail-order. HOLLADAY JUNGLE, Dept. B: 
PO Box 5727, Fresno, California 93755 (209) 
229-9858. 

BULBS 
Bulbous Plant Journal, HERBERTIA and Quar­
terly Newsletter. Color-filled articles on bulbs, 
corms & tubers of Amaryllidaceae and related 
families. $20/Year. APLS-AH, PO Box 5355, 
Pasadena, CA 91107-0355. 

CACTI 
ATTRACTIVE AND UNUSUAL CACTI 
LITHOPS, and other succulents all seed grown: 
Government license; ship anywhere. Informa­
tive catalog $2.00 (redeemable). REDLO CACTI 
AH, 2315 Northwest Circle Blvd., Corvallis, 
OR 97330. 

CACTUS 
Winter Hardy Cactus to minus 20°. Many va­
rieties. Send stamp for price list. INTER­
MOUNTAIN CACTUS, 2344 South Redwood 
Road, Salt Lake City, Utah 84119. 

CA~OROUSPLANTS 

Carnivorous, woodland terrarium plants and 
supplies. Book, THE WORLD OF CARNIV­
OROUS PLANTS, $8.95 postpaid . Catalog 
FREE. PETER PAULS NURSERIES, Canan­
daigua, NY 14424 
SPECTACULAR CULTIVATED CARNI­
VORES! Informative Illustrated Catalog $1.00 . 
Colorful "Carnivorous Plants" book plus cat­
alog $8.00 postpaid. WIP; Box 70513-C; Mar­
ietta, GA 30007 . 

CATALOGS 
PERENNIALS, HERBS, GROUNDCOVERS: 
Field Grown. Descriptive catalog $2.00 (re­
fundable) ; list, .50 SASE. A GROWING CON­
CERN, 4990 W. Donna Drive, Brown Deer, WI 
53223. 

CATALOGUE RESOURCES. Seeking a specific 
plant or plant group? We prepare a list of cat­
alogues offering your selection. We are reliable, 
using 1988 nationwide catalogues to prepare 
your list. ALPINES, ANNUALS, FRUITS, 
HERBS, PERENNIALS, SHRUBS, TREES, 
VEGETABLES, VINES. $4.00 each (refunded 
If unable to locate). CATALOGUE 'RE­
SOURCES, 7180 N. 82nd Plaza, Dept. 101, 
Omaha, NE 68122. 

DAFFODILS 
Unusual Daffodil varieties-specializing in hy­
bridizing development of new pinks and species 



hybrids. Bu lbs grown and personally cared for 
on our Oregon farm . Color ca talog-send $3.00 
(dedu ctib le on order) to : GRANT MITS CH 
NOVELTY DAFFODILS, PO Box 218D, Hub­
bard, Oregon 97032. 

DAHLIAS 
Dahlias-All types, sizes, colors, world-wide 
sele<;tion, colo r catalog $1.00 refundable on 
o rd er. CONNELL'S, 102 16 40th Ave. E., 
Tacoma, WA 98446. 

DAYLILIES 
DA YLILIES GALORE! Carefree, gorgeous, long­
li ved. Quantity discounts. Send now for FREE 
informative ca talog. LEE BR ISTOL NURS­
ERY, Box SA, Gaylordsville, CT 06755. 
DA YLlLlES FOR THE COLLECTOR. Many 
colors-tetraploid, dip loids, miniatures. Spuria, 
Louisiana IRISES. Catalog $1.00. CO RDON 
BLEU FARMS, Box 2033, Sa n Marcos, CA 
92069 . 

DOUBLE FAN POLI CY!. We never ship single 
fans. Cata logue $1, refundable on order. CO­
BURG PLANTING PLACE, 573 East 600 North, 
Valparaiso, IN 46383. 

EXCITING NEW HOUSE PLANTS 
EXO TI C NEW FLOWERS , G ree nh o use/ 
Houseplants! Vines, Miniatures, Bonsai. Ca t­
a log ue $1.00. PLA NT KINGDOM, BOX 
7273NG, LlNCOLNACRES, CA 92047. 

EXOTIC PLANTS 
HIBISCUS-JASMINES-RARE FLOWER­
ING PLANTS. 1,000 listings, conscientious ser­
vice. Mai l-Order Catalog $2.00 (refundable). 
STALLINGS NURSERY - 910 Encinitas Blvd., 
Encinitas, CA 92024 . 

FERTILIZER 
PROBIOTIC " HUMA GRO" O rganic Multi 
Purpose Plant Food Indoo r or Outdoor Con­
cent, Liquid. Non toxic Drench or Foliar Feed 
Humic Acid Contains Trace Elements. Good 
Results. Money Back Guarantee. Ga llon $28.00 
P.P., Quart $14.50 P.P., I.F.B. , Box 254, West­
hampton, NY 11977. (516) 369-1 613. Cultural 
Information on Request. 

FLORAL SUPPLIES 

Purchase the Products Professional Floral De­
signers have been successfu lly using in their shops 
fo r years including Floralife Cut Flower Food 
for extending flower life, designer supplies, plant 
products, candles and much more. Catalog­
FREE. THE FLORAL MAILBOX, PO BOX 
235, Lombardy IL 60148-0235. 

FRAGRANCE 
SEEDS FOR FRAGRANCE, herbs, and the 
English Flower Garden. Catalogue $1.00. THE 
FRAGRANT PATH, Box 328A, Fort Calhoun, 
NE 68023. 

GARDENING ACCESSORIES 
FREE GARDENING CATALOGUE: "Only the 
Best ... For Less." Tools, books, hammocks, 
hoses, lighting, accessories. HAWK'S HOUSE, 
BOX 173-AH, Jamaica, NY 11414. 

GARDENING GLOVES 
GOATSKIN GLOVES. Tough, lightweight 
goatskin stretches and becomes form-fitting, 
giving wearer ultimate in fit, grip, dexterity. 
Natural lanolin in leather keeps hands soft. Sizes 

The Home PrODerly 
"Clean-up MaChine"! 

• 

Burning, Hauling 
I' or Hiding Yard 

Debris! 
The Troy-Bilt TOMAHAWK® Chipper/ 
Shredder is the fastest, easiest way to 
dispose of all the leaves, limbs, brush 
and other yard wastes you need to get rid 
of to keep your property looking its best! 

• Dispose of downed limbs . tum 
branches up to 3/1 thick into attractive wood 
chip mulch . 

• Clean up fallen leaves· reduce their 
volume, while turning them into a useful , 
compost-like plant food almost instantly. 

• Eliminate ugly brush, prunings, 
suckers· drop them in ... out comes finely 
shredded mulch for controlling weeds in 
your gardens! 

• Revolutionary UPRIGHT design 
has TWICE the speed of bulky, old-style 
ch ipper/ shredders, and stores in nearly 
HALF the floor space. 

Also available in Canada 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 

I Garden Way Mfg., Dept. A854 I 
I 1000d St. & 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 I 
I D YES! Please send me fu ll details on the I 
I TOMAHAWK including prices, 3 model sizes, I 
I and your 30 day FREE trial period. I 

I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zip .I L-0 1:.:,988:.:....C_ar_de_" _W'..;,Y_I"_c.,;.., I_02_"_d A_v_e. _&_9t_h_Av_e.,;..: r_ro_Y._NY_12_180 _______________ _ 

NOW ... BY MAIL! 

Unusual, Hard­
To-Find Rower 
Arranging 
Supplies: 
Tool. Techniques. 
Tricks of the Trade 

SPECIAL OFFER­
MAKES A GREAT 
GIFT: 

The 
Original 
Stem 
Stripper 

A unique tool for removing 
thorns and leaves from 
stems. 

I $995 including on y eo postage £, 
handling 

Catalog ... $1.00 
M.C. & VISA ACCEPTED 

The Keth Company 
P.O. Box 645 
Corona del Mar, 
California 92625 

EE 
~ ~ 

Quality 
Dutch 
Bulbs 

• Save up to 55% on the World's 
best bulbs direct from Holland. 

• Choose from many varieties of 
Tulips, Iris, Daffodils and more. 

• Large format in full color with 
easy to read descriptions. 

ORDER YOUR FREE CATALOG TODAY! 

I Mall To: Quality Dutch Bulbs Inc. I 
I P.O. Box 225, 50 Lake Drive I 
I Hillsdale, New Jersey 07642 I 
I 0 Please send me your free 1988 Catalog. I 
I I 
I Name I 
I Addrsss I 
I C~y I 
I State --Zip H I 
~--------------~ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

7-10 or send outline of hand. $8.50 postpaid. 
PUTNAM'S, Box 295C, Wilton, NH 03086. 

GIFTS AND HOME DECOR 
HANDPAINTED FLORAL DESIGNS ON PIL­
LOWS, QUILTS, AND TABLECLOTHS. Vic­
torian Botanical illustrations and country gar­
den stencils in decorator colors. Catalog $1.00. 
CACTUS FLOWER DESIGN, 21 Dudley Av­
enue, Venice.) CA 90291. 

GREENHOUSE ACCESSORIES 
COMPLETE MIST PROPAGATION SyS­
TEMS. Get phenomenal propagation r~sults, in­
doors-outdoors. Completely automated. FREE 
BROCHURE. AQUAMONITOR, Dept. 4, Box 
327, Huntington, New York 11743. 

GREENHOUSES 
GREENHOUSES-Redwoodlfiberglass kits. 
Free Brochure. GOTHIC ARCH GREEN­
HOUSES, PO Box 1564-AH, Mobile, AL 36633. 
Toll Free 1-800-255-0284 after tone 1059. 

HOOP HOUSE GREENHOUSE KITS FOR 
UNDER $299. For colorful brochure and grow­
er's supply catalog, send $1.00 to: FOX HILL 
FARM, Dept. A-48, 20 Lawrence Street, Rock­
ville, CT 06066; 203/875-6676. 

GROUND COVERS 
QUALITY GROUND COVERS AND PEREN­
NIALS. Aegopodium, Ivies, Lamiums, Pachy­
sandra, Plumbago, Primrose, Sedums, Vincas. 

Over 100 varieties. GILSON GARDENS, Dept. 
AH, PO Box 277, Perry, Ohio 44081. 

HEATHS & HEATHERS 
HARDY HEATHERS FOR ALL-YEAR GAR­
DEN COLQR! Send SASE for descriptive mail­
order list. Fast Service! HEATHER GROW­
ERS, Box 850, Elma, WA 98541. 

HELP WANTED 
Horticulturist required to produce an orderly 
and practical, yet spectacular landscape around 
large estate house. Other property will need sim­
ilar layout later. Must have extensive previous 
experience. Both farms in Central Virginia. Ac­
commodation & compensation negotiable. Call 
(804) 978-1415. 
OLD WESTBURY GARDENS is seeking ap­
plications for experienced gardeners in the areas 
of 1) general landscape maintenance; 2) cutting 
garden planning, planting and maintenance; and 
3) herbaceous perennial maintenance. Salary 
commensurate with experience. Contact Robert 
Bowden, Director, Horticulture and Opera­
tions, Box 430, Old Westbury, NY 11568. Call 
(516) 333-0048. Available immediately. 

HERBS 
HERBS-Annual & perennial; extensive col­
lection. Perennials-Large selection for sun & 
shade. Sedums-Tall, medium, carpeting, many 
varieties. WRENWOOD, RT. 4, BOX 3561, 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411. Catalogue $1.50. 

HOSTAS 
CHOICE SELECTION. CATALOG $2.00. SA­
VORY'S GREENHOUSES AND GARDENS, 
Hybridizers and Growers, 5300 Whiting Ave., 
Edina, MN 55435 (614) 941-8755. 

HOUSE PLANTS 
LOW-LIGHT INDOOR EXOTICS. Dwarf Lady 
Palms, Grape Ivy, Sago Palms, Ming Aralias, 
Fine Pottery. 32 page catalog $1. RHAPIS GAR­
DENS, P.O. Box 287-A, Gregory, TX 78359. 

ORCHIDS, GESNERIADS, BEGONIAS, CACTI 
& SUCCULENTS. Visitors welcome. 1988-89 
catalog $2.00. LAURA Y OF SALISBURY, Rt. 
41 (Undermountain Rd.), Salisbury, CT 06068 
(203) 435-2263. 

INDOOR-OUTDOOR GARDENING 
SUPPLIES 
"FREE CATALOG"-"LOWEST PRICES" .. . 
Pots, baskets, flats, packs, labels, pens, etc ... . 
2 Stamps ... Postage ... PLANT COLLECT­
IBLES, 103E Kenview, Buffalo, NY 14217. 

IRISES 
Bearded Irises-7 Mixed Named $10.00. Post­
paid . Catalog $1.00. Many iris types . CO­
MANCHE ACRES IRIS, Dept. AH, Gower, MO 
64454. 

JAPANESE FLOWER ARRANGING 
JAPANESE FLOWER ARRANGING: Bi-

SUPERCHARGE YOUR POTTING MIX WITH ... 

~reensceneTM 
':J PLUS 

* Time-releases water AND nutrients 
* Balanced 5-5-5 fertilizer 
"* So easy to use, just add to potting mix 
* Controls overwatering 
* Keeps mix from packi ng down 

ONLY 

$ 99Z,d. 
for economical 6 oz. size 

• Fewer Waterlngs 
• Helps Control Overwatering 
• Reduces Soil Compacting 

Great for indoor plants, transplanting, gardens 
NET WT. 
6 OZ. 

MONEY BACK 
QUARANTEE 

• Crosslinked polymer and fertilizer (soft contact lens mate~ial) 
• Promotes vigorous, balanced growth 
• Balanced 5-5-5 formula for any plant 
• Releases water and nutrients on demand 
• Aerates potting mix, reduces compaction 
• Promotes steady feeding for steady growth 
• A Patented Performer for Perfect Plants 
• Great for new plantings and established growth, too 

u.s. Patents: 
4,036,788 
4,071,508 

42 Apri/1988 

Order Today 

$ 997 
postpaid USA 

Ohio residents add 5% sales tax 

• Patented time-release formula reduces transplant shock 
• Patented formula guards against "wet heel" and "root rot" 
• Highly absorbent - no more overwaterin!!l 
• Feeds your plants even if you forget to 
• Absorbs many times its weight in water 
• Stores many times its weight in water 
• Stores moisture and nutrients for on-demand feeding 
• Take a vacation from constant plant care with. 

GREEN SCENE, INC. 
P. O. Box 236 

Hudson, Ohio 44236 
216-656-1102 



monthly newsletter devoted to study and prac­
tical application. $12/y r. Editor Pototsky, 44 
Lane Park, Brighton, MA 02135 . 

JAPANESE IRIS 

Also DAYLILIES, PEONIES, HOSTAS, SIBE­
RIAN IRIS. 1988 ca ta log $1.00 (refundable). 
CAPR ICE FARM NURSERY, 15425 SW Pleas­
ant Hill, Sherwood, OR 97140. (503) 625-7241. 

NEW PLANTS WANTED 

Expanding S. Ca li fo rnia Ornamental Nur ery 
with national marketing capabilitie eek new 
or unusual plant selections or varieties th at can 
be tested , li censed o r pa tented. Plea e contact 
(415 ) 461-5820 or write to; Wi ll iam P. Mott, 
Suite 240, 900 Larkspur Landing Circle, Lark­
spu r, CA 94939. 

NURSER Y STOCK 

MILLIONS OF SEEDLINGS ; High Quality. 
Reasonabl e Pri ces. Over 100 Selections for 
Ch ristmas Trees, Ornamentals, Windbrea k, 
Timber, Soil Conservation. Wild life Cover. Free 
Catalog. CARINO NURSERIES, Box 538, Dept. 
J, Indi ana, PA 15701. 

BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS SEEDLINGS, 
RHODODENDRON, AZALEAS, FLOWER­
ING SHRUBS, SHADE TREES. LARGE AS­
SORTMENT OF RARE AND STANDARD 
PLANTS. CATALOG FREE. GIRARD NUR­
SERIES, BOX 428 , GENEVA, OH 44041. 

ORCHIDS 

Orchids-Mature, easily bloomed, potted, 
3/$27.95 ppd. Ca talog $1.00 (refu nd able). 
OAKMONT ORCHIDS, Pelham, AL 35124. 

PERENNIALS 

We offer a good selection of srurdy plants. Send 
$1.00 for Plant List (refundable). CAMELOT 
NORTH, Rl, Pequot Lakes, MN 56472. 

ULTRA-HARDY PERENNIALS, GROUND 
COVERS. Specialty; Frost and drought to lerant 
species. Complete selection of herbs. Catalog, 
$2; refundable. JOYCE'S GARDEN, 64640 
Redmond Bend Highway, Bend, OR 97701. 

Hostas, Perennials, Helleborous, Wi ldflowers, 
for the South . List $1.00. PICCADILLY FARM, 
1971 Whippoorwill Road, Bishop, GA 3062l. 

NEW, INEXPENSIVE way to buy perennials. 
Specialists in growing and improving perennials 
guarantee you the finest plants ever offered­
same as used by professional nursetymen. Send 
for FREE Bluestone catalog, lists more than 300 
varieties, plus information on care and growing. 
BLUESTONE PERENNIALS, 7201 Middle 
Ridge, Madison, OH 4405 7. 

OVER 300 VARIETIES-PERENNIALS fo r 
SUN & SHADE. Unusual ROCK & ALPINE 
PLANTS. Hosta, Hemerocallis, Sempervivums, 
Siberian & Japanese Iris, Wild Flowers, Dwarf 
Shrubs, Ground Covers, Perennial Seed. 13 Va­
rieties Dianthus, 28 Var. Phlox Subulata, 13 
Var. Hardy Geraniums. 24 Page Catalog. Send 
44¢ Stamps. ROCKNOLL NURSERY, 9210 
U.S. 50, Dept. 33, HILLSBORO, OH 45133-
8546. 

PLANTERS 

TEAK, PLANTERS AND WINDOW BOXES. 
Superior quality, largest line in U.S. Affordably 
priced for the trade. Free brochure. KINGSLEY­
BATE LTD., 4638 Green Place, NW, Wash­
ington, DC 20007. (202) 337-2721. 

AZALfAS AND RMODODENDRONS 
Azaleas in July and June 
Need no longer seem pie in the sky -
'Carlson's Postscripts' will bring 
You an encore to Spring 
When the usual kinds have gone by! 

Extensive selection! Personal service! 

"~RI~ 40Ns "For Gardeners & Designers Who Care ... " 
~ .. Need Advice? Call (914) 763-5958. 

G4RDE~ 
2-yearCatalog Subscription 
$2.00 (deductible with order) 
Box 305-AH 

......... --------- OF VERSES South Salem, NY 10590 

C;REER ,"04Y~p.. .l1~ 

~ 
R 
D 
E 
N 

SPECIAUZING IN - the rare and unique 
Rhododendrons, Dwarf Conifers, 
Japanese Maples, Lewisia, companion plants. 
l\za leas, Bonsa i Materia l 
F10wering Trees and Shrubs 

Good se lection of 
unusual Horticulture Books 

Color catalog describes, prices over 
2000 plants. Widely recognized as a 

valuable reference book $2. 00. r World Wide SbJI)plng 
1280 Goodpasture Is land Road 

C! EUGENE, OREGON 97401 
P ~§-p...~ ~Y-p.. .~ Dept.AH -(503)686-8266 

Water lilies, goldfish, 
gurgJing water in 

your garden. Lilypons 
has it all! 

Catalogue Subscription, S5 

Name __________________________ __ 

AdM~S ________________________ ___ 

Citr - ___________ State ____ Zip __ _ 

Lilypons Water Gardens 
1526 Amhort Road 

P.O. Box 10 
Lilypons, Maryland 2171 7 -00 10 
See our ad inside front cover. 

Ideal permanent evergreen ground cover plants. ~hrive in 
most soils. in sun or shade. Grows to an even height of B 
inches. Plant 6 inches apart. Sturdy. well-rooted plants. 
pos lpaid: 50 - SI4.50: 100 -S25.95: 500 -SI04.95: 1000 
- $185.00. Prompt shipments. Finest Quality Stock. Guaran­
teed to live or we 'll replace free up to I year. Folder on 
request . (N.Y. residents please add sales tax.) 

PEEKSKILL NURSERIES, Box H,Shrub Oak, N.Y. 10588 

CLONPOT'M KIT 
Self Watering Rooting System 

Gives you r cutting optimal 
air, water and support. 

Available from: 

~~~!.\ Propagalion Suppl y 
~~ P.O. 801[ 753 

Grand Haven, 0'.11 4941 7 

fo r: S l ) .'fS plu. Sl.OOha ndJin.:; 
Mirh illoln r ("<;d{'n t ~ Jdd.l "l;. >.l Ie-< t.I~ . 
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o Please send me a Free Catalog. 
o Please send me Mammoth Dar­

win Hybrids/IOO. 
o Payment enclosed $ __ _ 
o Charge to: 

o Master CaI'd 0 Visa 
Exp. Date _______ _ 
Act. No. ________ _ 
Name _________ ___ 
Address ________ _ 
City _________ _ 
State ______ Zip __ _ 

Stillbrook Farm 
Maple Street, 307-X, Litchfield, CT 06759 

44 April 1988 

CLASSIFIEDS 

PLANTS-SCARCE AND UNUSUAL 

Actinidia kolomikta (Tri-color Vine) $19 .95 
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata elegans (Varie­
gated Porcelain Vine) $19.95. Stewartia pseu­
docamellia-15" $12.95, Ready for Spring de­
livery. Catalog $1.00 refundable. WAVECREST 
NURSERY, 2509 Lakeshore Drive, Fennville, 
MI 49408,616-543-4175. 

PLUMERIA, GINGERS, HIBISCUS, 
BOUGAINVILLEAS 

ALSO RARE AND UNUSUAL BULBS, FLOW­
ERING VINES, FRAGRANT PLANTS, SPE­
CIALTY FERTILIZERS AND MORE. COLOR 
CATALOG-$1.00 HANDBOOK ON PLU­
MERIAS-$4.95. PLUMERIA PEOPLE, DEPT. 
A, PO Box 820014, Houston, TX 77282-0014. 

RARE FRUIT 

YOU WILL ENJOY THESE BENEFITS when 
you become a member of the IAdoor Citrus and 
Rare Fruit Society: a twenty-four page quarterly 
newsletter that chronicles the growing interest 
in and acceptance of rare fruit; books that relate 
to the indoor citrus and rare fruit are reviewed 
and discounted to members ; each issue contains 
an offer of free seeds of citrus and rare fuit; 
search-and-find servic~ for seeds and plants ; a 
thirty-two page booklet entitled Garden Books 
Around the World with 100 book reviews, rare 
and hard to find books. U.S. and Canada $15 
per year. Other countries $18. Write to IC&RFS, 
176 Coronado Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94022. 

RARE PLANTS 

RARE, UNUSUAL PLANTS-otherwise com­
metcially unavailable-botanic collections, 
landscaping, home, office-140 Bamboo, 200 
Palms, 100 Cycads, Horticultural Rarities, 1000 
Books. Three dangerously crammed seasonal 
catalogs $5. ENDANGERED SPECIES, Box 
1830-A, Tustin, California 92680. 

RHODODENDRONS 

RHODODENDRONS for Eastern Gardens. Free 
descriptive catalog. CARDINAL NURSERY, RT. 
1 Box 316M, State Road, NC 28676. (9 19) 874-
2027. 

SPECIALIZING IN THE UNUSUAL. Dwarf 
Rhododemlrons, Evergreen & Deciduous Azal­
eas, Dwarf Conif~rs, Companion Plants. Cat­
alog $1.00, refundable. THE CUMMINS GAR­
DEN, 22 Robertsville Rd., Marlboro, NJ 07746. 
(201) 536-2591. 

RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS-Se­
lect from 1,000 vari~ties with many new excit­
ing introductions. Also La.mel, Andromeda, 
Holly, Conifers, Rare Plants and Trees. Mail­
order catalog $2.00. ROSLYN NURSERY, Dept. 
AH, Box 69, Roslyn, NY 11576. (516) 643-
9347. 

ROCK GARDEN PLANTS 

Rare Alpines, Wildflowers, Dwarf COl'Jifers, 
Groundcovers, colorful Rock Plants, hardy 
Rhododendrons, Bonsai Books. Catalog $1. 
RICE CREEK GARDENS, 1315 66th Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55432. (612) 574-1197. 

ROSES 

HARD TO FIND ROSES, old and n€w varieties 
including the HT Maid of Honour. List on re-

quest $2.00. HORTICO, INC., R.R. #1, 
Waterdown, Ontario LOR 2HO (416) 689-6984. 

SEEDS 

SPECIALISTS IN THE UNCOMMON, Hud­
son's world-famous catalog 0ffers the finest rare 
seeds from every continent. Fragrant Jasmines, 
elegant Angels Trumpets, Columbines and Bell­
flowers. Exquisite hardy alpines, perennials, trees, 
flowers, tropicals . Australian and Himalayan 
wildflowers. Unusual savory herbs. Heirloom, 
Ori~ntal, European and traditional Mexican In­
dian vegetables. Hundreds of exclusives. Re­
discover flavorful vegetables and the natural grace 
of wild plants. Detailed, informative catalog 
$1.00.]. L. MUDS ON, SEEDSMAN, P.O. Box 
1058-AT, R€dwood City, CA 94064. 

RARE PETER PEPPER Realistic shape, hot, de­
licious. Send $3.00 S.A.S.E. A. ALFREY, Box 
415, Knoxville, TN 37901. 

SEMPERVlVUM & SEDUM 

HEN & CHICKS Over 400 varieties, PLUS 75 
Sedums. Sampler 12/$10.45 Catalog $.50, FREE 
with order. ALPINE GARDENS, 15920A S.W. 
Obe~ Sherwood, OR 97140. 

UNUSUAL PLANTS 

RARE SUCCULENTS, EUPHORBIAS, CAU­
DICIFORMS, SANSEVIERIAS, LOW LIGHT 
PLANTS, OTHER EXOTICA. Catalog and pe­
riodic newsletters $1.50 deductible from 1st or­
der. SINGERS', 17806 Plummer St., North­
ridge, CA 91325. 

W A TERLILIES 

"WATER GARDENING is our Specialty" Wa­
terlilies, Lotus, Aquatic Plants, everything you 
need. Pools, Liners, Fountains, Pumps, etc. All 
new catalog $2.00. Refundable with first order. 
WICKLEIN'S WATER GARDENS, Dept. A, 
1820 Cromwell Bridge Road, Baltimore, MD 
21234 (301) 823-1335. 

WATER LILIES. Send $2.00 for a complete 
WATER GARDEN CATALOG from the oldest 
water garden specialist in America, WILLIAM 
TRICKER, INC., Dept. AH, 7125 Tanglewood 
Drive, Independence, OH 44131. (216) 524-
3491. 

WILDFLOWERS 

UNCONVENTIONAL, RARE AND FAMIL­
IAR NATIVE WILDFLOWERS AND CUL­
TIVATED PERENNIALS for fGJ rmal or natur­
alistic areas. Top qualit;y nursery propagated 
plants. Free list of mail-order plants or descrip­
tive catalog $3.00. NICHE GARDENS, Rte. 1, 
Box 290, Dept. A, Chapel Hill, NC 27516. 

HIGHEST QUALITY, NURSERY-GROWN 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS for northern/ 
southern gardens, sun/shade, wet/dry, or prob­
lem areas. Information packed booklet (send 
$1.00) gives growing instructions, plant de­
scriptions, id~as for landscape uses, plant com­
binations. SUNLIGHT GARDENS, Rt. 1, Box 
600A (AH5), Andersonville, TN 37705 . 

YAKU HYBRIDS 
YAKU HYBRIDS, other super-hardy rhodod­
endrons, azaleas, 1988 Price List $1.50 . VI­
REYA RHODODENDRONS, exotic colors, 
fragrance, above 35°F, New Catalog $l.QO. THE 
BOVEES NURSERY, 1737-AH SW Coronado, 
Portland, OR 97219. 



Sources 
Wild Ginger 
Wild gi nger is ava ilable from the fo ll owing 
companies. 
Louisiana Nursery, Dept. AH, Rt. 7, P.O. 

Box 43 , Opelousas, LA 70570, cata log 
$3 .50. 

Mo 's Greenhouses, 185 Swan River Road, 
Bigfork, MT 59911. 

Passiflora, P.O. Box 99, Germantown, NC 
27019, cata log $1.00. 

Shady Oaks Nursery, Dept. AH, 700 19th 
Ave. NE, Waseca, MN 56093, ca talog 
$1.00. 

Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery, Dept. AH, 
2825 Cummings Road, Medford OR 
97501, cata log $2 .00. 

We-Du Nurseries, Dept. AH, Rt. 5, Box 
724, Marion , NC 28752, cata log $1.00. 

Woodlanders, Inc., Dept. AH, 1128 Col­
leton Ave., Aiken , SC 29801, ca talog 
free with two first-class stamps and le­
gal-size envelope. 

Of Cabbages, Kings, and Kohlrabi 

The plants discussed in this article are 
ava il ab le from the following mail-order 
companies. 
W. Arlee Burpee & Co., Dept. AH, 300 

Park Ave., Warminster, PA 18974. 
Harris Seeds, Dept. AH, 3670 Buffalo Rd., 

Rochester, NY 14624. 
Park Seed Co., Cokesbury Road, Green­

wood, SC 29647-0001. 
Stokes Seeds, Inc., Dept. AH, Box 548, 

Buffalo, NY 14240. 

A Salute to the Flag 

Iris pseudacorus can be obtained from the 
following sources. 
Adamgrove, Dept. AH, Route I, Box 246, 

California, MO 65018, catalog $1.00. 
Kurt Bluemel, Inc., Nurseries, Dept. AH, 

2740 Greene Lane, Baldwin, MD 21013, 
catalog $2.00. 

Busse Gardens, Dept. AH, 365 East 7th 
Street, Route 2, Box 13, Cokato, MN 
55321, catalog $2.00. 

Cooper's Garden, 212 West County Rd. 
C, Roseville, MN 55113, catalog free 
with one first-class stamp. 

Laurie's Garden, 41886 McKensie High­
way, Springfield, OR 97478, catalog free 

with stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Lilypons Water Gardens, Dept. AH, 6800 

Lil ypons Road, P.O . Box 10, Lilypons, 
MD 21717-0010, catalog $4.00. 

Woodlanders, Inc., Dept. AH, 1128 Co l­
leton Ave., Aiken, SC 29081, cata log 
free with two first-class stamps and self­
add res ed lega l-s ize envelope. 

A Beginner's City Garden 

Pl ants mentioned in this article are ava il­
able from the fo ll owing companies. 
Ca rroll Gardens, Dept AH, P.O. Box 310, 

444 Ea t Main St., Westminster, MD 
21157, ca talog $2.00. 

The Crownsv ille Nursery, P.O. Box 797, 
Crownsvill e, MD 21032, ca talog $2.00. 

Klehm Nursery, Dept. AH, Route 5, Box 
197, South Barrington, IL 60010, ca t­
alog $2.00. 

Lamb Nurserie , Dept. AH, East 101 Sharp 
Avenue, Spokane, WA 99202, cata log 
$1.00 

Montrose Nursery, Dept. AH, P.O. Box 
957, Hillsborough, NC 27278 , catalog 
$1.00. 

Rice Creek Gardens, Dept. AH, 1315 66th 
Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 55432, cat­
alog $1.00. 

Wayside Gardens, Dept. AH, Hodges, SC 
29695, catalog $1.00. 

Perennial Wild Flowers 
Plants & Seeds for Sun & Shade 

100% Nursery Propagated 

Send S.A.S.E. for plant list or 
s 1 for descriptive catalogue 

Native Garden" 
RFD 1. Bx. 494 

Greenback. TN 37742 

HORTICUI1URISTS 
Two positions for trained, educated, & 
experIenced working horticulturists at the 
150 acre PepsiCo SCulpture Gardens. The 
rwo positions are: 1. Specialist in ornamen­
tal norticulture and woodland gardens. 2. 
Propagator/Grower of herbaceous & woody 
plants, seasonal flowers and orchid collec­
tion. Excellent benefits. Please send resume 
and salary history to: 
Cannine labrioIa Contracting Cotp. 
Providing Horticultural Services to Co""orate Llndscapes 

200 Johnson Road • Scarsdale, New York 10583 
(914) 723.0600 

BACKYARD GARDENERS 

Don't Buy A 
Big Tiller 
For A Small Job! 

Buy A Mantis! 

B ig tillers weigh almost 300 Ibs. 
Mantis weighs just 20 Ibs. (women 

and older gardeners love it)! 
Simply turning a 300-lb. tiller in a 

backyard garden is a challenge. Mantis 
starts with a flick of the wrist . . . turns on 
a dime ... and weeds between narrow 
rows and along fence lines. 

The Mantis takes the work out of 
growing flowers and vegetables .. . so 
you can have more time to enjoy the 
results! 

Most big tillers were designed to just 
till. Mantis was designed from the 
beginning for a variety of useful 
attachments. Tiller. Weeder. Furrower. 
Edger. Lawn Aerator. Lawn Oe­
Thatcher. Hedge Trimmer. 

Best of all , Mantis costs a fraction of 
what you'll pay for a big tiller . 

Full-Month In-Your-Garden Trial! 
Mantis has a Lifetime Warranty on the 

tines (if they ever break, we'll replace 
them ). A Lifetime Replacement Agree­
ment on the engine. And a Full-Month 
In- Your-Garden Trial (if you don't like it, 
we'll take it back and give you a full 
refund) . 

Early Order Bonus! 
CALL 1-800/344-4030 (In PA 1·800/342·0052) 

---~am;isl 
Mantis Manufacturing Co. 
1458 County Line Rd .. Dept. 8038 I 
Huntingdon Valley. PA 19006 §I 

o Please send more Information on the Mantis 
Tiller/Cultivator . . and your Full -Month Trial! 

Name ___________ _ 

il 
Q 

I 
Address ----------- I 
City ____________ _ 

L State _-==-___ -=_ZiP -==---==--~~ J 
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1988 AARS Winner 

M * 
l 

(var: Koh-Sai) PPAF 

K A DOT" 
THE SPLENDOR OF THE ORIENT IN SCARLET, PINK AND GOLD. 

MIKADOH.I is a beautiful. free-flowering rose of stril<ing red color 
with a plant of unusual health and vigor. A rewarding rose 

that's a pleasure to grow. 

NOW AVAILABLE 
from Nurseries. Garden Stores and 

Landscape Professionals EV'erywhere. 
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