





censored exhibit returns
to Ann Arbor

Nearly five months after a group of University of Michigan
law students ordered the removal of an art exhibit about pro-
stitution, the university and the seven censored artists agreed
to a settlement of the dispute that will result in a reinstalla-
tion of their work. This time, the exhibit will accompany
a university-sponsored symposium covering issues of feminist
theory, sexual expression and censorship.

Titled *‘Porn’im’age’ry: Picturing Prostitutes,”’ the exhibit
originally was commissioned by students affiliated with the
Michigan Journal of Gender and Law, in connection with
an October, 1992, conference promoting the anti-
pornography views of Michigan law professor Catherine
MacKinnon (see Newsletter, January 1993, p. 15). Shortly
after that conference began, however, one of the speakers
complained to MacKinnon that the video portion of the ex-
hibit contained *‘pornography.’’ MacKinnon conveyed the
complaint to the students, who removed the video. After
exhibit curator Carol Jacobsen complained, the students con-
sulted further with MacKinnon and other conference
speakers, then ordered the entire exhibit removed.

Jacobsen contacted the ACLU’s Arts Censorship Project,
which negotiated with law school dean Lee Bollinger.
Bollinger suggested the second symposium. ‘‘My sole pur-
pose here is to turn what has been a painful event for all con-
cerned into an opportunity to discuss differences and to
learn,”” he wrote to Jacobsen. Bollinger said the law students
had acted ‘‘unfortunately’’ when they removed the video.
But, he insisted, ‘I don’t believe they acted unconstitutionally
or violated any legal rights.”’

Nevertheless, the final agreement to reinstall the exhibit
also included a payment of $3,000 to each of the artists in-
volved. Reported in: Arts Censorship Project Newsletter,
Spring 1993; Michigan Daily, March 18; Ann Arbor News,
March 17. O

Snow White censor wins award

Duval County, Florida, School Superintendent Larry
Zenke's endorsement of a ban on Snow White for children
in kindergarten through second grade because of violence
won one of five 1993 Muzzle Awards from the Thomas Jef-
ferson Center for Protection of Free Expression at the
University of Virginia.

“If Snow White can be restricted, nothing is beyond
reach,”’ said Robert O’Neil, the center’s director and former
University of Virginia president. Zenke said he merely ap-
proved a recommendation from a committee of parents and
teachers, and passed it on to the school board.

July 1993

Lee Burress

Lee A. Burress, retired Professor of English at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and a national
leader in the fight against school book censorship, died
March 28 at the age of 75. He had been ill with cancer
for less than a month.

‘‘He was one of the most knowledgeable persons I
knew in this country about censorship in public
schools, and he was a keen observer of how impor-
tant the free marketplace of ideas is, particularly in
schools,’” said Eunice Edgar, recently retired executive
director of the Wisconsin chapter of the ACLU.
‘“‘Aside from that, he was a really nice man, a fine
person.’’

Burress conducted several major national surveys to
determine the extent of censorship in U.S. public
schools, then publicized his findings in professional
journals, newspapers, books and speeches. His last
manuscript will be published this fall under the title
Critical Essays: Censored Books.

Burress was a member of the ACLU, which he was
serving as a state trustee at the time of his death. He
also worked on censorship problems with the National
and State Councils of Teachers of English and the
Wisconsin Intellectual Freedom Coalition. Burress was
a member of the Stevens Point faculty from 1958 to
his retirement in 1988.

Three years ago, the Wisconsin ACLU named Bur-
ress ‘‘one of Wisconsin’s most courageous and con-
sistent anti-censorship advocates.’’ In 1980, he won
the Chisholm Award from the Wisconsin Council of
Teachers of English, of which he was a charter
member. In 1985, Burress received the Special Ser-
vice Award from the Wisconsin Library Association
for service to library professionals.

Burress’s last battle was on local turf. In the Stevens
Point School District last winter, he defended
classroom use of the book Anastasia Krupnik, by Lois
Lowry. Reported in: [University of Wisconsin] Pointer,
April 1; Wausau Daily Herald, March 30. O

Also winning Muzzles were:

® Former Florida State Attorney John Tanner of Daytona
Beach, for seeking the names of individuals who had rented
sexually explicit movies from video stores.

® Navy Admiral Leonard Oden, for banning Playboy and
other sexually oriented magazines from a U.S. Navy
recruiting center in Orlando, Florida. Reported in: Miami
Herald, April 14. (]
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