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PREFACE.

—_——

AT the close of last year, at the invitation of the Government, I
paid a short visit to the Colony of British Honduras.

. The general results, as regards its flora and economic pro-
ductions, are contained in the following pages. Owing to the
facilities placed at my disposal, and the valuable assistance
kindly accorded to me both officially and privately, I was enabled
during my stay to travel over nearly one thousand miles of the
country, and to see most of its salient features,

The account given of the indigenous plants of the colony is,
however, by no means complete; indeed, in my anxiety to deal
chiefly with those of economic value, I have omitted many of
purely botanical interest, trusting that a systematic and ex-
haustive examination of the flora of British Honduras will, at no
‘distant date, be undertaken under the auspices of Government.
This little work, has, therefore, no pretensions, beyond being an
attempt to give some account of the resources of the colony,
and to supply a few practical hints to those who are, or about
to be, engaged in developing them.

In England, little is known of British Honduras, and that
little not of a very flattering character.

Its climate has been maligned, its resources only partially
acknowledged, and the somewhat unsavoury reputation of
Spanish Honduras has been extended to this little country,
“ which has afforded one of the most remarkable instances of
British enterprise and energy.”
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Once the home of buccaneers, afterwards, for more than a
hundred and fifty years, a mere station for cutting mahogany
and logwood, its fortunes have practically been in the hands of
a few monopolists. These, holding nearly all the land, have
been content to get from it, in a lazy, desultory, and somewhat
spasmodic manner, such timber and dyewoods as lay within
reach of the principal rivers.

Now, however, such supplies are becoming exhaunsted, and as
the land monopoly has been broken by the enforced sale of
extensive tracts of forests, the colony enters practically upon a
new phase of existence.

Its ultimate destiny will depend no less upon the wisdom
and discretion of its rulers, than upon the character of the
settlers likely to be attracted to it.

My object has been to place, in as clear and as impartial a
manner as possible, the circumstances which at present obtain
in the colony, and, starting from a consideration of its soil,
climate, and vegetable productions, to indicate in what directions
it is capable of being gradually developed and enriched. T am
too deeply sensible of the results which usunally follow the
extensive and reckless cutting down of tropical forests, to
advocate a wholesale denudation of erown lands in British
Honduras, T trust, therefore, the question of retaining in
permanent forest the chief watersheds of the country, as well
as wooded belts in the neighbourhood of streams and springs,
will receive the earnest and careful attention of the legislature.

With this important point well kept in view, I believe the
Government wonld do well to offer every reasonable facility for
the establishment of permanent plantations in the colony, and
for attracting to it an intelligent race of planters, possessing the
necessary capital and energy.

At present, several hundred thousand acres of some of the
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finest lands to be found in any British dependency, produce an °
annual export value (in mahogany) of only £50,000. This sum
is attained in Jamaica in the export value of such a “minor
product ”. as oranges.

That the export value of oranges from Jamaica is equal
to that of mahogany—the great staple industry of British
Honduras—is a new and somewhat startling fact. It serves,
however, to show what a change is gradually taking place in the
development of the West India Islands by means of the fruit
trade with America.

No other group of our Colonial possessions is, geographically,
so favourably placed as the West Indies for the development
of small industries. Within three days of New Orleans, and
within seven days of New York, they may be termed the
Channel Islands of the United States and Canada, supplying
tropical fruits and raw tropical produce to a population number-
ing over fifty million souls. Within eighteen or twenty days
of England and the Continent, they have markets for the larger
and more permanent staples, placing them at any time inde-
pendent of the -States, and serving to keep up their connection
with the mother country.

Wisely and generously regarded, the development of small
industries, and especially the fruit trade in the West Indies,
should lead, little by little, to the building up of a more whole-
some as well as a more permanent prosperity, than anything
which existed during the days of slavery.

The fruit trade has initiated a system of cash payment on
the spot, which is fast extending to other industries; the result
is, that the cultivator and the planter are placed at once in
possession of means for continuing their cultural operations, and
for extending them to their fullest extent. As a case in point,
I may mention that the development of the fruit trade in
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Jamaica is the means of circulating more than £150,000 annually
amonast all classes of the community; and this large sum is
immediately available, without the vexatious delays formerly
experienced in establishing other and more permanent in-
dustries. Under the old system, the planter was for the most
part in the hands of merchants and agents; he seldom had full
control of his produce, and was so restricted in his selection of a
market that he often suffered much thereby.

This new departure in the sale of West India produce is only
beginning to be felt, but its ultimate effects will no doubt tend
to such an emancipation of the planter, that these tropical lands
will, in time, become as prosperous as they are beautiful and
fair, .
British Honduras, in these respects at least, will have a clear
start. Its magnificent lands have hitheérto been untouched,
save to yield their rich store of timber and dyewoods; its
planters will from the first have a convenient and abundant
market for their produce, and by means of the sale of early
maturing crops of fruits and vegetables, they will be able to
work with a smaller capital, and maintain themselves free from
the encumbrances which have hitherto been the bane of their
brethren in the West India Islands.

In speaking so particularly of minor products in connection
with British Honduras, I do not by any means wish it to be
inferred that the larger industries are not likely to succeed
there. Provided sufficient capital is available for the purpose,
and the labour supply is guaranteed, there is no country where
they could do better.

South of Belize River,and extending for many miles on each
side of such rivers as the Rio Grande and others, there are
extensive areas of fine land admirably suited for sugar-cane
cultivation, where the usine system especially might be adopted
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with every prospect of success. Further inland, cacao planta-
tions might cover hundreds of acres of fine, undulating country ;
while the finest coffee should flourish on the slopes and higher
lands of the Cockscomb country, and along the western
frontier. .

For the general facts connected with DBritish Honduras, T am
indebted to official papers and reports published in the colony,
as well as information kindly supplied to me by Mr. Fowler, the
Colonial Secretary, Captain Marriner, Mr. A, Williamson, and
others, To Captain Marriner, who accompanied me in my visit
to the Southern Settlements, I was greatly indebted, and it is a
source of great regret to me to find that, since I left the colony,
this able officer has lost his life on the river Hondu.

To His Excellency, Colonel Sir Robert W. Harley, C.B,,
K.C.M.G., Lieutenant-Governor of British Honduras, I have to
express thanks for much personal kindness and for generous

- hospitality.

For the drawing of the fruit of Castilloa elastica, and the
design on the cover of this little work, I am indebted to my
friend, Mrs. W. T. Thiselton-Dyer.

London, October 15th, 1883,

[/
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CHAPTER L

British Honduras. Position and neighbouring States. Historical sketch.
Constitution. Area. Boundaries. Coast-line. Interior. Highlands.
River system. Belize. Chief institutions. Health. Harbour.
Population.  Imports, exports, and revenue. Chief industries.
Minerals. Wild animals. Bird life. Fish. Turtle. Conchs. Snakes.
Flies. Leaf-cutting ants.

For the stay-at-home Briton, no less than for the tropical
traveller, it may be pardonable to mention that the Colony of
British Honduras occupies a small portion of the Atlantic slope of
Central America. It is situated immediately to the south of the
Mexican State of Yucatan, and has, as near neighbours, the
Republican States of Guatemala, Salvadora, and that of the
Mosquito Coast, or Spanish Honduras,

It is the only portion of the mainland of Central America
where the British flag” flies; and hence, in a political sense, it
has been regarded as an oasis of freedom and right, amidst
successive outbursts of rebellion and strife, which, unhappily, too
often characterises these Republics.

British Honduras began, some two hundred years ago, as
a logwood and mahogany-cutting settlement; the pioneers, at
that time, apparently having no intention to make a permanent
occupation there. From the beginning, Spain regarded the
settlement as an infringement of her sovereign rights; the
Indians resented an invasion of their lands, and made periodical -
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raids upon the mahogany works and stores; while it has been
‘reserved to the United States to regard the existence of this
British Colony, “ which was in existence more than a century
before the Great Republic was dreamt of, as an infringement of
the ex poste facto doctrine, associated with the name of President
Monroe.” Happily, however, Spain has wholly ceded her rights ;
Guatemala, by the treaty of 1859, has agreed to the main
boundary line of the interior ; Mexico, by a treaty of 1816, and
a further recognition in 1852, has accepted the status quo;
while the Clayton-Bulwer treaty of 1859 has fairly exempted
the Colony of British Honduras from all operations of the
Monroe doctrine.

To give a brief historical sketch, it may be added that
Honduras was discovered in 1502 by Columbus, and in 1518
Grijalva landed on the Island of Cozumel, and named the
country New Spain. In 1638, a few British subjects first
inhabited Honduras, having been wrecked on the coast; and
in 1642 the English took possession of the Island of Ruatan.
Campeachy was attacked and taken by a few English sailors in
1659. TLogwood cutters settled in 1662 at Cape Catoche. The
Treaty of Madrid, 1667, stipulated that six months’ notice should
be given by either party, in case of war, to give time to parties
to remove their merchandise and effects. 1In July, 1670, Spain
ceded, in perpetuity to Great Britain, by treaty, with plenary
right of sovereignty, all lands in the West Indies, or in any part
of America held by the English at the time (Axt. vii). Logwood
establishments increased rapidly from this date, the population
of the settlement amounted to 700 white settlers, among whom
was the famous Admiral Benbow, and a creek on which he
worked bears his name to this day.

Commissioners for the Government of Honduras were first
appointed 31st July, 1745.
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The Treaty of Paris, 1763, required all fortifications in the
Bay of Honduras to be demolished, the right of eutting logwood
was recognised, but plantations or manufactures forbidden.
The Spaniards immediately after signing the treaty, drove the
cutters from Rio Hondu, which called forth the disclaimer
published in the ZLondon Gazette, 21st July, 1764. The
King, in 1765, gave a “ constitution to the people,” founded on
teir ancient customs, viz,, “legislating by public meetings, and
‘the election of magistrates annually by the free suffrage of the
people.”  This, it may be remarked, was the freest constitution
ever enjoyed by, or granted to, a British settlement.

Sir William Burnaby was sent to the settlement to make the
necessary arrangements, and the inhabitants were then put in
full possession of their lands and rights. Captain Cook, the
celebrated navigator, accompanied Sir William Burnaby, and
tley codified the laws and customs of the settlement, which were
aterwards published and known as Burnaby’s laws.

From 1779 to June, 1784, the settlement was hardly in
existence, almost .everything having been destroyed by the
Spaniards.

The Treaty of Peace at Versailles, 3rd September, 1783,
restored the settlement, and allowed the right of cutting logwood
between the Belize and Rio Hondu rivers, but the Baymen were
still debarred from making plantations: and Spanish Commis-
sioners were to visit the settlement twice annually to see if the
provisions of the treaty were fulfilled. This treaty apparently
waived the rights secured by Article vii of the Treaty of 1670,
for the sovereignty of the Spanish Crown is distinctly recognised ;
and in 1786 a Superintendent was appointed on a memorial from
the settlers.

On the 27th May, 1784, Don Zevallez, Governor of Yucatan,
“commissioned by the Court of Spain to make a formal delivery
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to the British nation of the lands allotted for the cutting of
logwood, delivered the same to the English Commissioners at
the mouth of the New River, agreeable to map and instructions
received from his sovereign—having given over the boundaries
and placed the proper marks and trees on the land side, as well
as executed every necessary formality for the purpose.”

Additional articles to the Treaty of 1783 were made in 17&6
at a convention held in London, whereby the right of cuttirg
mahogany was formally granted, and the Mosquito Coist
abandoned. The settlers from there joined the Belize settle-
ment, 1787. Since the invasion of 1798, when the Spanirqu
were repulsed, the English have held the territory by rightof
conquest in addition to claims of occupation.

In 1819, the Criminal Court was established by Act'l-of
Parliament, and Her Majesty’s Superintendent was appointed
for the first time under Royal Letters Patent.

An Executive Council was appointed in 1839 to assist the
Superintendent.

In 1850, the inhabitants petitioned for a change in the syste
of government,

The Actof 1853 reformed and amended the ancient system of
government, and it constituted a legislative body, consisting o
eighteen elected and three nominated members. The settle:
ment gradually grew into a recognised colony, and was sa
officially proclaimed on 12th May, 1862, when a Lieutenant-
Governor was appointed in lieu of a Superintendent. The
reformed constitution, after the usual variety of struggles
incident to mixed communities, became unworkable, and the
ancient institutions of the settlement drifted into the form of
a Crown Colony Government, the old elective assembly com-
mitting suicide in 1870,

The present constitution of the colony is regulated by a local
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Act of 1870. By this enactment, a Legislative Council is
established, consisting of five official, and not less than four
unofficial members, to be named by the Queen, or provisionally
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor, subject to Her Majesty's
approval. The official members are: the Chief Justice, the
Colonial Secretary, the Senior Military Officer (if of or above
the rank of Major), the Treasurer, and the Attorney-General
The Lieutenant-Governor is President of the Council.

There is also an Executive or Privy Council, consisting of the
Senior Military Officer, the Colonial Secretary, the Treasurer,
and the Attorney-General. (If below the rank of Major, the
Senior Military Officer ranks last.)

British Honduras has a sea-board, extending almost due
north and south, of about 160 miles; it contains an estimated
area of about 7,500 square miles. Thus the colony is about one-
third the size of England; nearly twice the size of Jamaica ; and
almost equal to the whole of the British West India Islands put
together.

The boundaries of the colony are defined by the river
Hondu and Yucatan on the north; by a straight line drawn
from the rapids of Gracias 4 Dios on the river Sarstoon to
Garbutt’s Falls on the river Belize, thence due north to the
Mexican frontier, on the west; by a portion of Guatemala with
the Sarstoon River on the south; while the Bay of Honduras
and the Caribbean Sea are to the east.

Along the whole of the coast, and extending for many miles
to the eastward, are numerous coral islands, or cays, some of
which are simply covered with mangrove-trees, whilst others
are under partial cultivation. The largest of these coral islands
is Turneffe (Terra Nova), lying about 30 miles from Belize,
composed of numerous mangrove cays and lagoons, with here
and there passages for boats. To the extreme east there are
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Northern Two Cays, Saddle Cay, Hot Cay, and Half-Moon Cay :
the latter, about 80 miles from Belize, has a lighthouse which
gives the first intimation of the coast. Another important
light is on English Cay about half-way between the southern
point of Turneffe and Belize. Between Turneffe and the
mainland are numerous small cays, some of which are only
just visible, rendering the navigation difficult, if not dangerous.
About eight miles north-east of Belize is St. George’s Cay, a small
island affording good sea-bathing, and, being well exposed to
the inspiriting influences of the trade-winds, is utilised by the
inhabitants of Belize as a sanatorium. To the south, the whole
coast-line is fringed by numberless coral islets upon which the
surf breaks with considerable force, leaving the inner waters,
however, comparatively calm. The total area of the cays is
estimated at 212 square miles.

The most northern, and nexf to Belize the most important,
town in the colony is Corosal, situated near the mouth of the
New River, and a depdt for all the mahogany and logwood cut
on its banks, as well as of those on the river Hondu, The
coast-line from Corosal to Belize, after running due east as far
as Rocky Point, turns suddenly to the southward, with a portion
of Yucatan and Ambergris Cay between it and the open sea.
After passing Hicks Cay and the Hen and Chickens Cay, the
principal mouth of the Belize River is passed, the smaller and
more southerly mouth being that on which the town of Belize
stands. On the headland, near the latter, is Fort George, built
in 1803, as a defence to the settlement,

To the south of Belize, every river mouth or “har” is the
scene of a settlement or small village: many of which, however,
consist merely of a few huts.

The country generally near the coast is low and only
slightly raised above the sea. 1In the interior, however, it is
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OUTLINE SKETCH OF THE COCKSCOMB MOUNTAINS, BRITISH HONDURAS.
(HIGHEST PEAK ABOUT 4,000 FEET.)

(a) As seen from Serpon Sugar Estate, near All Pines.

() As seen from the sea off' Point Placentin. The low coast ranges
in the foreground,
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greatly diversified, especially in the south, where hilly or undu-
lating country runs almost close to the sea-coast.

The general impressions of Europeans respecting Pritish
Honduras being derived from the town of Belize, they are apt
to conclude that the whole country is nothing but a swamp,
and that the climate “is only second to that of the pestilential
coast of Western Africa.” This estimate is as fair to British
Honduras as if the Plaistow Marshes were taken as typical
of England, or the Gulf Coast as typical of the United States.
Deing a continental element, and lying between 16° and 18°
north latitude, the mean annual temperature is much lower
than is usually supposed. Again, the trade-winds sweeping
uninterruptedly over it, clear away all miasmic influences, and
keep the air pure and comparatively cool.

The chief highlands of the colony are situated towards the
western frontier, being composed of spurs and ridges connected
with” the chief mountain zone of Central America. In the
northern part of the colony there are only isolated ridges and
domes, seldom more than about 200 feet or 300 feet high. To
the south of the Belize River, the spurs and ridges from the
central range strike obliquely across the colony, being very
abundant in bold, eragey hills at the head-waters of the Sibun,
Manattee, and Mullin's Rivers, until they culminate in the
extensive slopes and high peaks of the Cockscomb Mountains.
These mountains, rising to a height of 4,000 feet, are only about
40 miles in a direct line from the- coast: and from the extent
of country covered by them, as well as from their picturesque
outline, especially as seen at sunset from the sea, they fully
redeem the colony from the imputation of flatness so often
brought against it. This country to the south of the Belize
River, comprising fully one-half of the colony, has until lately
been marked in most maps as “unexplored territory : query in-
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habited.” But owing to the energy and enterprise of Mr. Fowler,
Colonial Secretary, it has been recently traversed by a small
party of Europeans, led by himself, who, accompanied by Indian
carriers, accomplished the entire journey from Garbutt’s Falls,
on the Old River, to the sea-coast at Deep River, in about a
month. The results of the expedition are thus tersely summed
up by Mr. Fowler :—

“ The interior of the colony was found to be a succession of
valleys and hills, from 1,200 feet to 3,300 feet above the level of
the sea, and may be divided into pastoral, mineral, and agricul-,
tural districts, each of which can be fairly defined. That it was
once inhabited is proved by the ancient ruins found during the
journey, and population is only requisite to convert a desolate
waste into luxuriant homes, for the soil is rich. The climate
would be found suitable to Europeans, and the wide range
of latitude might easily be availed of as circumstances required.”

The river system of the colony is a very extensive one, and
it is chiefly owing to its rivers, which have afforded natural
highways to the interior, that the country has been so far
developed. The two chief rivers in the north are the Hondu
and the New Rivers. These both rise in the neighbourhood of
lands towards the western frontier, in the latitude of Belize,
and flow along parallel depressions in a north-easterly direction,
emptying themselves into the large estuarine expansion of the
Hondu. The New River is chiefly fed by the waters of the
New River lagoon and Crab-catch "lagoon. On its banks are
several large mahogany works, as also the settlement and military
station of Orange Walk, about 30 miles distant from Corosal.
The most important, as well as the richest river valley in the
colony is that of the Old River, sometimes called the Belize
River. TIts total length, from the town of Belize to the
western frontier, cannot be less than 100 miles, while one at
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least of its tributaries rises in the Republic of Guatemala. At
the junction of its branches, near the frontier, is the small
settlement, called the Cayo, which, as being the nearest station
in British territory to Guatemala, is likely to become a place of
considerable importance. Pit-pans, or shallow river boats, can
pass from Belize to the Cayo, and often by these means English
goods of considerable value are brought up and supplied to
Peten and other places across the frontier.

The upper portions of the valley of the Belize River widen
into broad expanses of rich fertile plains, some 30 or 40
miles across.

Along the whole course of the Belize River there are numerous
mahogany works, or “banks,” where logs are collected and
trimmed Defore being despatched to the depdt at Belize. Next
to the Cayo, Orange Walk (Old River) is the most important
settlement. Here, and generally in the upper portions of the
river, the banks on both sides are very high and generally
covered with umbrageous figs, the fine-leaved prickly bamboo
(Guadua), or tall, rank-growing sedges and canes. Close to
the water’s edge is a beautiful white-flowered Pancratium, or
Caribbean lily. At Never Delay the banks are about 40 feet
high, composed of a yellowish clay. At Rock Dondo is a huge
mass of porous limestone in the middle of the river; and a little
below, at Middle Station, are the upper rapids or falls which
restrict the navigation to craft drawing only a few inches of
water, The “Big Falls,” a little lower down, during certain
seasons, are rather formidable rapids, which require the utmost
care on the part of loaded pit-pans to pass safely up and down.
“Two-headed Cabbage ” is the name of a landing, supposed to have
been given on account of a cabbage palm having developed a
branching stem, an anomaly which occurs somewhat rarely
amongst coco-nut palms. All along the banks of this river
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numerous settlements are dotted about, the people evidently
looking upon it as their natural highway to the coast, as well as
their only means of procuring supplies, Below Bakers is a small
church, raised, as are most of the houses, on piles or pillars so as
to be out of reach of floods. The congregation in this instance,
being mostly river people, must come to service from far and
near, in boats. Just above Boom, where the mahogany logs are
stopped in their passage down the river, and claimed by their
several owners, there is a fine specimen of what is called a royal
marriage, amongst plants, namely, the stem of a palm invested
or embraced by that of a fig. The latter, starting probably as a
small seedling, amongst the vegetable matter accumulated at the
bases of the fronds of the palm, in process of time grows, by
means of its aerial roots, into a large tree, almost entirely covering
the stem of the latter. The fig sends out, as it grows, numerous
large, widespreading branches, while the palm, whose stem is
now completely invested by the fig, continues to grow also,
until at last a kind of composite plant is seen, partly a fig, and
partly a palm. The latter, however, as a rule, rises above the
fig, and is seen spreading its magnificent fronds, quivering and
glancing in the bright sunshine. '

Some few miles below the Boom, the river divides into two
branches: one goes out direetly” towards the east to the sea,
whereas the other takes a sharp twrn to the southward, and
passes through the town of Belize. Belize was, no doubt, in the
first instance, selected as the headquarters of the settlement,
owing to its position at the mouth of the principal river. Tt
certainly could not have possessed any other advantages.

Belize, the capital of British Honduras, is situated on one of
the mouths of the Old River, near Fort George, and occupies a
position on both sides of it. The name of Belize is supposed to
be a Spanish corruption of Wallace, the name of a Scotchman, a
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noted pirate. Or, possibly, it may be derived from the French
balise, a beacon, which might have been érected to warn mariners
of the abode of pirates. The town is practically cut off from
the interior by numerous lagoons, one of which, however, is now
bridged. The site of the town is somewhat facetiously deseribed
as composed of mahogany chips, and sand dredged out of the
harbour. Be that as it may, the town is one of the brightest
and cleanest in the West Indies, and although small, is the seat
of an extensive trade, not only with the settlements in the
colony- itself, but with all the neighhouring Republics. The
population in 1881 was about 10,000, consisting chiefly of

. Europeans (amongst which Scotch predominate), Negroes, Creoles,

Spaniards, and a few Indians.

Belize is the seat of Government, and possesses several public
buildings, the chief and most striking of which is the new
Court House, -ocecupying a central position, and having the
Government offices below. The Lientenant-Governor's residence,
built in 1814, occupies a commanding position at one extremity
of the town, to the south; and following the contour of the
harbour, and facing the sea, are numerous stores and residences,
which, shaded by coco-nuts and tropical trees, present a very
picturesque appearance. Owing to the dangers arising from
fires, all thie buildings are roofed with iron, and lined with felt.
The two portions of the town are connected by a bridge, under
which there is a continual flow of traffic in mahogany, logwood,
and pit-pans loaded with goods, starting on their long journey—
some 100 miles—for the Cayo, on the western frontier. The
chief institutions of the town are the public hospital, maintained
solely by Government, and with accommodation for thirty-six
patients ; the lunatie asylum, with accommodation for thirty
patients; the poor-house, with accommodation for thirty-six
patients; and the common gaol, with about seventy inmates.

i c
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All these are under excellent management and control, and
reflect great credit on the officers in charge. The' military
quarters and buildings are to the north of the town, where
they have the full benefit of the cool sea-breezes. There is a
good hotel in the town, with extensive. accommodatlon of a
superior character.

The houses are mostly surrounded by patches of garden, with
some fruit and shade-trees. Owing to the sandy nature of the
soil, which is impregnated with salt, and the proximity of water
to the surface, gardening in Belize is pursued under very
disadvantageous circnmstances. Crabs dig up and destroy many
plants ; while rats, attracted by the presence of coco-nuts, are -
very destructive to bulbs and roots. The Oleander thrives
luxuriantly everywhere. The mignonette-tree, or henna-plant
(Lawsonia inermis), gives the air a delicious fragrance at night ;
while the flamboyante, with its masses of smrlet. flowers, the -
allamanda, the temple-flower (Plumeria alba), and numerous
ixoras brighten up and cheer what would otherwise be a mere
waste of sand and bahama-grass. Many fine specimens of the
royal palm of Cuba (Oreodoxa regia) grow in the town gardens,
as also ILivistonas and thatch-palm (Zhrinaz). The chief
feature, however, in the landscape is the coco-nut palm, which,
with its widespreading fronds rattling in the sea-breeze, grows
Juxuriantly everywhere,

From its position and surroundings, Be].lze might naturally be
looked upon as a very unhealthy town. Surrounded for the
most part by mangrove swamps, with perfectly level country
extending for many miles to the interior, and without any
system of drainage, except what the sandy soil and the_harbour
* afford, it would appear to possess all the elements of unhealthi-
ness. From actual expérience and very careful returns, however,
the health of Belize is proved to be exceptionally good; the
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death rate (33:0 per 1,000) being below that of Dublin, and
only slightly in excess of that of Paris and New York.

The healthiness of Belize, and of the ountry generally, as
Mr. Belt moticed with regard to Greytown, is no doubt due to
what appears at first sight an element of danger, viz, the perfect
flatness of the ground. “Where there are hills, there must be
hollows, and in these the air stagnates ; whilst here, where the
land is quite level, the trade-winds that blow pretty constantly
find their way to every part, and carry off the emanations of the
50il.” Many instances could be given of other towns similarly
situated, possessing what. may be termed a healthy climate, for’
the tropics, and evidently arising from the same causes.

The harbour of Belize is approached by a somew hat intricate
passage, amongst the coral reefs, which abound in the offing ;
but it is generally well sheltered, and has a secure anchorage.:
A project is in contemplation to extend and improve the harbour
by erecting a pier and tramway in accordance with suggestions
made by Mr. Siccama, sent out specially for the purpose, and
subsequently approved by the Secretary of State.” Should these
improvements be carried out, Belize will become an important
port in this part of the world, and greatly extend the commercial
interests of the mother country amongst the Central and South
American’ Repubhca

The total population of the colony in 1881 was 27 452.
Of this number 375, or less than 2 per cent., were returned as
white, and 27,077 as coloured or black. .

The Europeans, for the most part, are described as birds of
passage, business -or duty calling them there for a time; and
very few. appear to have entertained the thought of making
permanent homes in the colony. Some American (white)
settlers in the south are, however, an exception. The bulk of °
the mhab:tants known as Belize Creoles are ner'roes, no doubt

o2
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originally derived from the West Indian Islands. They are
described as of excellent physique, and capable of great exertion
in the laborious work of mahogany and logwood cutting. An
attempt was made some years ago to introduce Chinese to
supplement the labour demands of the’colony, but, strange to
say, they deserted en masse to the Santa Cruz Indians, who,
although they declare extermination to “los blancos,” have
fraternised freely with the Chinamen. After the Creole
element, possibly the Spaniard comes next. There is here, also,
a large admixture of Spanish and Indian blood, with the usual
result, of the worst features of both races being emphasised in
their descendants. The other elements are Carib and pure
Indian. The former is a fine quiet type of Indian: very
skilful as a sailor, but not a good cultivator, The Indian pure
and simple lives chiefly in the backwoods, and seldom troubles
the white man, except when, duriiig the occasional raids of
Indians beyond the border, he is an object of suspicion and
dread to the white population. i

The total value of the imports, consisting of cigars, malt
liquors, spirits, sugar (refined), tea, tobacco, wines, and general
merchandise was £201,811. The total value of the exports,
consisting chiefly of sugar, rum, mahogany, cedar, logwoeod, rose-
wood, fustic, ziricote, indiarubber, sarsaparilla, turtle, coco-
nuts, bananas, and other fruits, was £247,403. Thé chief
import trade of the country, amounting to about two-thirds,
is with the United Kingdom; the next largest share is with
the United States; while the remainder is divided amongst
Mexico, Jamaica, and the Central American States. The chief
export trade in timber and indiarubber is also with the United
Kingdom, while the trade in coco-nuts and fresh fruits is
almost entirely confined to the United States.

The annual revenue is £43,642, with no public debt.
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The chief industry of the colony is wood-cutting. The -
average annual export of mahogany is about three million feet,
and of logwood about fifteen thousand tons. The cost of the
former ready for shipment is from £8 to £10 per thousand feet,
and of. the latter from £2 to £3 per ton,

Wood-cutting operations have now been carried on for more
than 200 years,‘and as a result much of the finest timber within
easy reach of the principal rivers and their creeks has been cut
down. There is, however, much fine timber still to be found
in the interior, but probably beyond the reach of rivers, Hence
it is believed that the construction of a railway will not only
advance other industries, but at the same time stimulate the
production and export of the old staples of the colony.

Out of "an estimated extent of 1,280,000 acres of fine
“ cohune ridge,” or alluvial virgin soil, in British Honduras, only
some 10,000 acres, or less than one-hundredth part, is, or has
been, under cultivation.

The cultivation of fruit for the American market has lately
been started in consequence of steam communication having
been regularly established under contract with New Orleans.
Bananas, plantains, and coco-nuts are, so far, the staple articles
of export, the prices obtained being 1s. 9d. to 2s. per bunch for
bananas; 3s. to 4s. per 100 for plantains; and 70s. to 100s. per
thousand for coco-nuts.

Much of the spirit of enterprise which has been developed
in Dritish Honduras during the last five years is no doubt due
to the late Governor, now Sir Frederick P. Barlee, K.C.M.G.,
who endeavoured to create new industries, afforded facilities for
the acquisition of Crown lands, and promoted the establishment
of regular steam communication with New Orleans. At the
present time, for experienced planters, who have already lived
in tropical countries, and especially in the Kast, ‘g_itish-

LS
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Honduras offers inducements superior, I believe, to those of
most British Colonies. There are thousands of acres of magnifi-
cent land offered by Government at an upset price of a dollar
an acre, capable of growing nearly every tropical produet.
Some of these lands are either near: the banks of rivers, with
easy communication with the coast, or on the coast itself.
There is an abundant market for bananas, plantains, coco-nuts,
oranges, pine-apples, and all tropical fruits in demand in
America, and regular direct communication, by means of mail
and other steatners, with both England and the States. Yor
the_ cultivation of sugar-cane, coffee, tea, cacao, spices, tobaceo,
vanilla, and rice, British Honduras offers special advantages.

As regards mineral wedlth, there has always existed an idea
in the colony, suggested no doubt by the yield of mines in the
neighbouring Republies, that precious stones, and especially gold,
might be found in British Honduras. Abont five years ago this
idea took a definite form, and steps were taken to explore the
., country at the head-waters of the Sittee Rivi er, and if possible

find whether gold-bearing quartz existed there, and in the Cocks-
comb Mountains. The leaders of the party, accompanied by
four Creoles, proceeded up the Sittee River, took the left branch,
and found chiefly rocks of “ blue and red slate, flint shingle and-
limestone.” Finding the prospect in this direction so uninviting’
they retraced their steps,and then proceeded up the Main River.
Taking a land journey to the westward, they found the country
very broken and rugged: “a succession of steep hills and
gulches” rendering travelling exceedingly laborious. No
indications of minerals were met with, except occasionally
huge quartz boulders in the bed of the river. Many valuable
woods, such as Santa Maria, were found in abundance; but
_-animal life was almost entirely absent, except in the coast-belt.
-After a month’s absence in the bush the party at last was com-
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pelled to return to Belize fruitless. As a bald, inaccessible range
of hills, running north and south, had been noticed at the back
of*the Cockscombs, it was determined to organise a second party
and approdch these hills from the neighbourhood of Garbutt’s
Falls, striking across country in a south-easterly course. This
time the party was joined by Mr. Fowler, and an account of
the expedition has been given by him in a very graphic and
interesting manner.* In one locality a large quartz reef was
found, forming the top of a ridge, and in some places projecting
some 20 feet from the ground. Some pieces of this quartz,
on being analysed in Belize, were pronounced to be gold-bearing
quartz. In another district voleanic rock was frequently noticed,
cunning in dykes due north and south. It was very hard, and
composed: of all kinds of small pieces of rock, conglomerated
into asolid mass, throughout which quartz was dispersed.” Strong
indications of minerals and many specimens of ore were also
found in the neighbourhood of Deep River. Although no actual
gold was found in this expedition, the formation of the country
justified the belief that it is highly probable coal, gold, or silver
may ultimately be found. The most promising mineral district
is evidently a belt of country 20 or 30 miles broad, running
- north-east, and south-west from the south of the Cockscoml
range, into the neighbouring Republics of Guatemala and
Honduras, and parallel to, and distant from, the coast, as the
crow flies, about 25 miles,
If the mines in the peighbouring countries were first studied,
and the nature of the gold-bearing rocks there determined, the
presence of such rocks in British Honduras would then be

* A narrative of a journey across the unexplored portion of British
Honduras, with a sketch of the' history and resources of the Colony, by
_ Henry Fowler, Colonial Secretary. The Government Press, Belize, 1879.
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simply a matter of observation. If, as will be suggested in a
later chapter, a geological survey of the colony is organised, on
the same lines as those so exhaustively and so efficiently carried
out in Jamaica, Trinidad, and British Guiana, there is no
doubt that its true mineral wealth would then be clearly
indicated. So far, there are, appareutly, some good grounds,
for belief in the existence of gold in the quartzy reefs of the
Cockscomb country. And in other rocks, especially in the
neighbourhood of these of volcanic origin, precious stones and
fine crystals may not improbably be found. I have in my
possession fine specimens of jaspar and other stones, picked up
in the rivers of the colony, which have been much admired; and
I have no doubt, if the sources of these rivers were systematically
explored, much valuable information would be obtained.

For the agriculturist, the vast deposits of limestone are of
interest as likely to yield good lime; and the numerous caves
and caverns might yield largely bat manure, rich in ammonia
. and nitrogenous compounds invaluable for sugar-cane. The
numerous cays might also be examined for guano and phosphates,
which, instead of being.exported to other countries, might render
the cultivated lands of the colony most productive and remune-
rative. Fine building stone and marbles of great beauty are
found in numerous sections along the southern rivers, and these
will doubtless be utilised as the cmmt.ry becomes more developed
and settled. Of wild animals, Dritish Honduras possesses the
puma, or Central American lion ;. the j jaguar, or tiger; the ocelot,
or spotted tiger-cat ; the coyote, a small, wolf-like fox; the peceary,
of which there are two kinds—the peccary proper, and the white-
lipped peccary, or “ warree,” both formidable animals when met
in droves. It is said that the jaguar will never attack warrees
when packed, but looks out for the hindermost on a run, ora
straggler. The.warree has a small hole on the back, over‘the
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loin, which emits so powerful an odour that the presence of
the animal can be detected at a considerable distance. When a
warree is killed, the Indians immediately cut out this hole, and
generally cure the meat by drying it in the sun, thus obtaining
what is termed “ barbecued pork.” The tusks of the warree are
very formidable weapons: as sharp as lancets. I was fortunate
enough to see a tame warree in the neighbourhood of Orange
Walk (01d River), kept by an old hunter; as also to obtain fine
specimens of tusks., A small racoon was met in the neighbour-
hood of Mount Hope, which was killed while attacking the
poultry of my host during the night. Other animals found in
the colony are red deer,tapir or mountain cow, the iguana, small
ant-eater, the quash, armadillo, squirrel, gibonet, and conies,
The latter are’ usually termed rabbits. Alligators of large size
infest most of the inland lagoons, and afford good sport at the
out-stations. Of monkeys there are evidently several species.
The baboons make most dismal sounds in the forests: their
tones and howls being demoniacal. Along the coast the manatee
" is said to be oceasionally seen, although becoming more and
more rare with the attacks made upon it. .

Of bird life, there is an abundance in most parts of- the colony.
The wild turkey, one of the most handsome birds in the world,
is meb with, but very rarely, on the western frontier, whence I
believe a pair was lately sent to the Zoological Gardens, London.
The domesticated turkey is raised in great abundance every-
where in the colony : the birds appear to be particularly strong
and healthy here; and. free from many of the diseases which
attack them elsewhere. The curassow, the royal bird of
Guatemala, is as largé as a turkey, and, as seen in the forest,
reminds one of the wild pea-fowl of the East Indies.” The male
bird is black, with yellow on the side of the head and throat;
the female has a dull plumage, mostly brown speckled with-
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- white ; -both sexes have a full crest on the head, which they
erect and move at pleasure. Other birds are white egrets,
Z'rogon, toucans with monstrous bills, the quam, whistling ducks,
partridges, wild pigeons, &c. Parrots are very plentiful ; the most
prized for talking are the yellow-headed parrots, obtained from
Monkey River and places south. Of raptorial birds, the eagle,
the “John-crow,” or vulture, the osprey and hawk are well
represented. . .

The sea, as well as the rivers, afford an abundant supply of .
excellent fish. As in the West Indies, the most prized are the -
callipever, snapper, bass, mullet, grooper, and king or june-fish.
In the rivers, the mountain mullet, or tropical trout, affords not
only good sport, but is most delicate eating. '

Turtle is found along the coast, and during the season turtle-
fishing is an established industry. The green-turtle is in chief
request for food, the hawksbill and loggerhead being taken for
the sake of the shell. Several fresh-water tortoises are found in
the rivers and used for food, the:chief being the “hiccatee.”

The king, queen, and common conch are found in the ounter
cays and along shore, and the flesh of some used for food. Itis
very probable that, as in the Bahamas, the shells of these might
form an important article of export, as they are largely used for
cameos; and in the comimon conch ig found a beautiful pale-
pink pearl of great value. The value of shells ‘exported from
Bahamas is- placed at £1,200 per annum, and of pearls at
£3,000 per annum. A fine set of exhibits of these articles
were lately shown at the International Fisheries Exhibition in
London. : :

Of snakes, probably British Honduras has its share, in common
with most tropical countries. The number of these which are
venomous is much smaller, I believe, than is generally supposed.
Those which are known to bé venomous are the rattlesnake, the
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tommy-goff, or tamagasa, and the coral snake. The bite of the
two former causes death in a few hours; but that of the latter,
it is said, almost directly. In Mr. Fowler's trip across the
country he reports havigg killed seven © poisonous brutes”
during the journey. “A snake locally known as the ¢ jumping
tommy-goff* was the principal and most dangerous specimen
. encountered ; but one large black snake, about 3 feet long, with
. a grey, flat head, was killed, which none of us recognised.”

There is a beautiful grass-green-coloured snake, known as the
whip snake, which is probably not venomous,

Scorpions, especially the small brown-coloured species com
mon in the West Indies, are plentlful as also the tarantula
spider, which is greatly feared.

Of “flies,” mosquitoes and sand-flies are as abundant on the
coast as in any country similarly situated: though perhaps not
more troublésome than in Florida and many place§ infested by
them. In the interior, except at certain seasons of the year,
" they are not troublesome in open places. One pest, which I have

met nowhere else, is found during certain seasons of the year
in low moist districts, which the natives call the “botlass ” fly.
This is a small black fly, shaped somewhat like a bottle—hence
. its name—which is only found in the daytime, but whose bite
. on the hands and face is most troublesome; if not indeed veno- .
mous, Its sting leaves a black mark, surrounded by a small
reddish-coloured area, which does not disappear until the skin
is worn off. “During flood times the natives living in their
midst are obliged to shut themselves up in their housés, and stop
every aperture to keep out the flies.” While in the upper lands
on the Mullin’s River, rubber-gathering, I made the acquaintance
of these pests, which certainly, in persistence and severity, can
be compared to nothing except the land-leeches of the East
Indies, or the grass-lice (ticks) of Brazil.
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The leaf-cutting ant, or “wevey ” ((Fcodoma), is a familiar
object in the forests, where its crowded and well-worn paths
cross and recross in all directions. This ant, so graphically
described by Mr. Belt, is a pest of no mean importance in the
colony, since, if not checked, it will soon destroy a plantation' of
coffee, cacao, orange, or indeed anything in its vicinity. By its
ceaseless attacks upon the leaves of yams and fruit-trees, the
natives are often debarred from extending their small plots of
garden ground; but as shown, in more than one instance, its
ravages are easily checked if the nest is discovered and treated
either with boiling water, a solution of carbolic acid, or anything
of a yirulent nature.* The carbolic acid in the proportion of one
pint to four buckets of water, after being well stirred, should be
poured down the burrows. Within a short time the nest is
entirely abandoned, and if the ants are not. altogether destroyed,
they move away in a wholesale migration to a considerable
distance, and seldom revisit the spot again,

Having thus far given a general sketch and description of
the colony, I will now proceed to give an.account of the places
visited by me, and of the chief points, connected  with the
economic plants and resources of the country, which came under
notice,




CHAPTER II.

Belize down the Coast. Sibun River. Manattee Bay. Mullin’s River.
Fruit Companies. Tracts of fine land. Communication by river
impeded. Colston Point. North Stann Creck. Commerce Bight
coco-nuts, All Pines. Regalia and Serpon sugar estates. F'actory
for extracting’ oil from cohune-nuts. Old saw-mills. Labour for
sugar estates. Wages. Journey hp Sittee River. Scenery and
vegetation. Pit-pan travelling. Forest growth. Lands for bananas,
coffee, cacao, oranges. Hell Gates. South Stann Creek. - Monkey
River. Spaniards. Creoles. Caribs. Walize Fruit Company. Point
Yeacos. . Deep River. Port Honduras. Seven Hills district. Sugar
estate. Yield per acre. “Fly,” Rio Grande River. Toledo Settle-
ment. Ponta Gorda. Neat Carib village. Return to Belize,

WirH the approval of Government, it was decided to visit first
the settlements to the south of Belize, which were all within
convenient reach by sea and river communication. A small
schooner, the “Telegraph,” was engaged ; and, in company with
Captain Marriner, Inspector of Police, we left Belize cn the
morning of the 15th November.

On account of the numerous reefs which fringe the coast, '
and run almost parallel to it, at distances varying from 10 to 15
miles, the water within is so sheltered that it is generally suit-
able for navigation by even the smallest boats. These often
travel distances of 150 to 200 miles along the coast, carrying
produce to-Belize and taking back English and American goods
to the settlements. A good run down the coast, past the mouth
of the Sibun River and Manattee Bay, brought us, early the next
morning, off the mouth of Mullin’s River. Near Manattee Bay,
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the Manattee Fruit Company has opened land under favourable
circumstances. Having landed at Mullin’s River we walked
through the village, at the bar, and for some distance along
the shore under the shade of coco-nut palms. On the upper
“ portions of the Mullin’s River there are two small plantations,
established for the cultivation of fruit, viz,, the British Honduras
* Fruit Company and the Belize Fruit Company, each with a
capital of §5,000.. As in most instances along the coast, the
land within easy reach of the village had already been under
cultivation by the natives, and consequently to obtain the finest
stretches of virgin forest, it is necessary to go some distance up
the river. The Mullin’s River is navigable for some 25 miles’*
by “doray,” and as its waters for the most part dre deep and
slow flowing, it affords a natural highway to the virgin lands
at the back, as.well as for sending down the produce.

The land oceupied by the British Honduras Fruit Company
(formerly Drake’s sugar estate) is established in bananas, which
appeared to be in a thriving state. The soil is of a deep and
free loamy character, exactly suited for this cultivation.

Where the land was virgin forest, newly cleared, the promise
of fruit was all that could be desired.

In addition to the two fruit companies mentioned ‘above,
several private persons have embarked in the cultivation of
bananas, coco-nuts, and eacao on this river, and the prospeets are
eminently satisfactory. There are large tracts of land about
12 to 15 miles up the river, finer than any below ; but during
the dry season the communication by river is impeded by
shallows and rapids. If this difficulty could be removed, the
whole of the Mullin's. River valley, stretching to the northern
slopes of the Cockscomb Mountains, might be utilised for pur-
poses of cultivation, and an important district opened within
easy reach of Delize,
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From the mouth of the Mullin’s River to the southward, after
passing Colston Point, another small settlement has been estab-
Jished at North Stann Creek, where bananas and coco-nuts are -
being successfully cultivated.

At Commerce Bight, a very promising coco- nu plantation,
with some 10,000 treés, between four and six years old, has been
established by Mr. C. T. Hunter,. which is probably the largest
in the colony. In a later chapter I shall deal fully with the

. nature  and characteristics of the different cultivations which
came under notice; but I cannot help remarking here, that the
whole of the sea-board of British Honduras is eminently fitted
for the cultivation of coco-nuts, for which there is always a
ready and remunerative market. As the force of the surf is
expended on the outer reefs, little sand is aceumulated on the
coast itself, which, being for the most part low and rich in
vegetable humus, affords excellent opportunities for the success-
ful cultivation of coco-nuts. )

After passing the mouth of the Sittee River, the next point
of interest is All Pines village, irr the neighbourhood of which
there are twe large sugar estates, viz., Regalia and Serpon.

Close to All Pines are the remains of a factory started with
the intention,of extracting oil from the seeds of the cohune
palm (Attalea colune); and not far off are the works of a saw-
mill, established some years ago with the view of sawing timber
from the pitch pine, so abundant in this district. Both were
unsuccessful, possibly from want of judgment and capital as
much as from the unsuitability of the country at the time for

- any undertaking requiring skilled manipulation and manage-
ment. .

Regalia sugar estate is under the management of Mr.
Reginald Ross, an experienced Demerara planter. It is in

excellent order, and furnished ‘with.a very complete set of works .
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and buildings. The total area under canes is about 400 acres,
the chief variety cultivated being the old Bourbon cane; the

“ produce is shipped almost entirely as ordinary concrete sugar—
little or no rum being made. '

These latter particulars, I may add, apply to nearly all the
sugar estates in British Honduras, of which there are, excluding
the Toledo Settlements; altogether at present only about six or
seven. . !

Serpon estate, which adjoins Regalia, is in many respects
similarly situated, and is managed by the proprietor, Mr.
Bowman.

The labour for sugar estates is supplied by Indians from
the neighbouring Republics, by free céolies from Jamaica, or by
Jamaica and Belize negroes. The ordinary wages are $7 per
month, with rations (pork and flour) ; or $11 per month without
rations. The labourers are hired for twelve months at a time,
contracts being strictly regulated by a local labour ordinance,
which secures the interest of both master and servant.

The Sittee River, which rises at the foot of the eastern slopes
of the Cockscomb Nountains, is navigable probably for some
40 miles of its course; the only barriers to ‘communication
being one or two falls (rapids), which, however, are seldom
impassable for the long, shallow boats, here called “ pit-pans,”. so
much used for river communication.

By the kindness of Mr. Ross we were able to go about 15
miles.up the Sittee River, as far as a rapid called Hell Gates.
Here the river-bed was so narrowed by rocks that the passage
was reduced to about one-third its usual breadth, and being also
very steep, a rapid of considerable force was formed. '

As the scenery and characteristics of the vegetation -along
the Sittee River may be accepted as typical of most of the rivers
of British Honduras, I will treat of them here a little more
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fully than I otherwise would. In the first place I may mention
that our “pit-pan,” a shallow dug out without keel (and with
square ends sloping upwards almost like a butcher’s tray), was
admirably adapted for going up rivers and for passing over
shallows and rapids. It was 32 feet long, 2 feet 10 inches wide
in the middle, and with low seats placed at equal distances
apart. The crew, consisting of four strong Belize creoles, knelt
or sab close together in the bow, and paddled with their faces
looking up stream. The bowman and the steersman, the latter
also a creole, supplied with a paddle, had full control of the “pit-
pan,” and they generally agreed beforehand what course to take
in running falls and rapids, as well as, the particular channel
offering the least resistance in going up stream.

Chanting a somewhat monotonous tune, and keeping time
with their paddles, the crew in front bend to their work with a
will, and soon the “pit-pan” is swiftly sped on its journey.
After leaving the settlements, the scenery becomes essentially
tropical and luxuriant : ‘passing now between deep, richly-clothed
banks and cliffs, which sometimes shut out the strong rays of
the sun, we suddenly emerge into open and almost level country,
with low, rush-fringed banks, dotted here and there with tall-
growing figs and the ubiquitous trumpet-tree. Further inland
there would be a “pine ridge,” with its clumps of “ pitch pine”
and “pimento palms,” isolated by vast stretches of grassy
savannahs.

We would next pass through a densely-wooded forest, con-
sisting of mahogany, éedar, rosewood, &c., with the characteristic
vegetation of a “ cohune ridge,” which extending for a greater or
less distance on each side of the river would indicate the richest
land of the colony.

On the Sittee River, as on the Mullin’s River, the upper
portions of their respective valleys have magnificent tracts of

D
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“cohune ridge,” which are admirably adapted for the successful
cultivation of most tropical plants, On our way up the river
we landed at a small banana and plantain plantation, opened
by Mr. Ross, which, although planted somewhat closely, yielded
some of the finest bunchés of fruit seen in the colony. Among
the bananas there were several young trees of the native rubber-
tree (Castilloa elastica), thriving well. Cacao here would find
an excellent home, and a large plantation might be established
with but a small extra expense.

As Mr. Ross has some 48 square miles of land, for the most
part adapted for the cultivation of bananas, Liberian coffee,
cacao, oranges, nutmegs, mangoes, &c., this instance alone will
serve to show what splendid investments await planters in this
country, provided they are men of energy and experience, and
possess capital sufficient to open up the land in an efficient
manner.

The river banks are clothed chiefly with melastomads and
caliandras, which form a low fringe of a shrubby character: in
most situations the wild cane (Adrundo) and aquatic grasses
exist as dense, tall-growing thickets, close to the water’s edge.
Here and there are fine handsome trees of wild fig overhanging
the river, and in some cases with their huge spreading branches
resting almost on the surface of the water. Other trees noticed
were, salmwood and quamwood, the latter in abundant flower,
and scenting the air for miles round. Numerous trees were
completely covered by the rattan cane (Desmoneus), which on
account of its formidable recurved spines formed an impenetrable
barrier to both man and beast.

The higher reaches of the river were bordered by tall, perpen-
dicular banks, composed for the most part of marl and clay:
these were afterwards suceceeded by bold overhanging cliffs of
indurated shale, approaching almost the texture of slate, with
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here and there a bold conglomerate, or millstone grit. The
indurated shale, mentioned above, sometimes occurred in vertical
beds, which, running across the river, formed either jutting
masses, or rugged, shallow bottoms, giving rise to rapids and falls,
When horizontal, these rocks formed huge ledges reaching far
out into the river, with caves underneath.

Beyond Hell Gates, the Sittee River has been but little
explored. The left branch, rising among the Cockscomb Moun-
tains, passes through a succession of hills and broken country,
well timbered with Santa Maria and Yemeri, and being some
2,000 feet to 3,000 feet high, will no doubt in the future afford
excellent coffee lands. For the present, at least, there are
abundant stretches of rich country below Hell Gates which can
be opened and established at a comparatively small cost.

On our return to Regalia, we wished good-bye to our valued
friend and host, Mr. Ross, and sailed from All Pines for the
south. Stann Creek, just below, has another settlement, lately
established for the cultivation of bananas and coco-nuts. The
coast all the way down, from All Pines to South Stann Creek,
Jonathan Point, False Bay, Placentia Point, and on to Monkey
River, is low, and fringed with dense mangrove swamps, with
here and there, on banks and ridges, a few villages or settle-
ments with patches of coco-nuts and small cultivations. At
Point Jonathan a good coco-nut plantation has been established
by Mr. Downer, which is now coming into bearing.

The settlements along the coast, inhabited by Creoles, Caribs,
or Spaniards, are generally surrounded. by patches of bananas,
plantaing, and coco-nuts; with cassava, sugar-cane, sweet potato,
rice and wanglo, to supply their daily wants.

The settlement at the mouth of the Monkey River may be
taken as a typical one for the southern districts, and although
composed of the three races mentioned above, viz., Creole, Carib,

D 2
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and Spaniard, living in one settlement, each keeps to its own
distinctly marked quarter. The Creoles are generally held to
be the most troublesome to control, and they look down upon
the Caribs, who for the most part are a quiet, industrious race.
The Spaniard-speaking element (of Indian and Spanish blood)
is not so numerous in the southern districts as it is nerth of
Belize, and along the western frontier. Its presence here is due,
for the most part, to the fact that the proximity of the southern
settlements to the Republican States of Guatemala and Spanish
Honduras makes them a convenient place of refuge for the
lawless and others who render themselves obnoxious or trouble-
some in their native country. It is interesting to notice that
the existence of a Spanish element in a village may often be
revealed by the presence of the coco-plum tree (Chrysobalanus
Teaco), found growing near their dwellings. The fruit is eaten
fresh or prepared with sugar, when it forms a favourite conserve
with Spaniards all the world over. It is not, I believe, generally
known that the kernels of this fruit yield a fixed oil, which
might be of service in many instances, where a bland fing oil is
desired.

On the Monkey River* the largest fruit company in the
colony, viz., the Walize Fruit Company, has opened up an
extensive tract of land, and although I was unable to visit it, the
accounts given to me would indicate that it is likely to be a
great success. The company has a capital of $15,000,in shares
of 850 each. Near the mouth of the river, and for some distance

# As to the name of this river, Mr. Fowler mentions : * Well may the
river be called Monkey River, for all species of the tribe haunt its bauks,
A drove of baboons surrounded the houses during the night, and the
unearthly and dismal choruses, the sepulchral tones and howls of these
animals were demoniacal, and would scare any one, hearing them for the
first time, in the middle of the night.”
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up, are large swamps of white mangrove (Laguncularia race-
mosa). “The distriet generally has excellent land for bananas
and coco-nuts, but with the exception of those portions bordering
the upper reaches of the river, the lands are not continuous, but
are distributed in isolated patches or cays, with intervening
swamps. Again, higher up the river, the best lands sunitable for
cultivation are often cut off in the dry season by the shallowness
of the river. To obviate this, it is suggested by some, to connect
the lands with the coast by a good road; if this were done
there is no doubt the Monkey River district would become a very
prosperous one. As it is, large quantities of produce are being
raised, and the Walize Fruit Company, when in full working,
will doubtless establish an important depd¢ here.

Below the mouth of Monkey River is Point Yeacos, on which
a small coco-nut plantation has been established by the Hon.
. Alexander Williamson. There were about 2,500 young plants
put out within the last three or four years, and although growing
in rather a poor sandy .soil they were in good health.

A plantation just being established on a ridge running
parallel to the sea was in a very promising situation, being
well supplied with vegetable humus and a deep soil. In this
young plantation, rice, plantain, and cassava grew well within a
few feet of the sea; and no doubt the return from provisions, if
systematically worked, would considerably lessen, if not indeed
entirely cover, the cost of establishing a coco-nut plantation on
this coast.

In the adjoining forest, various species of orchids were
gathered, chiefly of Epidendrum and Oncidium.

A Zamia, probably Z. prasina, called locally a “bulrush,” was
also plentiful on ridges and banks near lagoons. The cabbage
palm (Oreodoxa oleracea) appears to be utilised in this district
for boarding houses, the thatch being obtained from “bay leaf”
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(Sabal), coco-nut, cohune, or pimento-palm. Often the slender
stems of the latter, after being cleaned, are driven into the
ground closely together, and they form an excellent stockade,
or side walls, for houses. Amongst the Spaniards, it is usual
to build the houses with square ends, but the roof is shaped
with circular ends overlapping the walls, so as to admit the air
freely, but keep out the glare and heat.

Below Point Yeacos, is the mouth of the Deep River, and
a large spacious bay, with splendid anchorage, called Port
Honduras,

On the banks of the Deep River, and along the shores of Port
Honduras, it is said there is the site for a thriving town, if not
the capital of the colony. It is easy of access, free from
dangerous shoals, and in the immediate neighbourhood of
magnificent lands.

Speaking of the district between the Monkey and Deep
Rivers, Mr. Fowler remarks: “The formation of the country
between these two rivers shows strong indications of minerals,
and many specimens of ore have been obtained from the
neighbouring hills. TIron, principally with traces of gold and
silver, have been found, and a hot sulphur spring bubbles up
out of the bed of the Deep River about 30 miles from the
mouth.”

At the lower, or southern end of Port Honduras, is the
landing place for the Seven Hills district. Here is one of the
largest sugar estates in the colony, owned by Mr. De Brot,
and under the management of Mr. William Morison. The
cultivated portions of this estate are very prettily situated,
occupying rich sheltered glades and valleys covered by sugar-
cane, and surrounded by low rounded wooded hills. The latter
are chiefly composed of a finely laminated compact limestone,
which yields lime of good quality.
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The principal variety of cane cultivated is the Bourbon,
which is evidently the favourite in British Honduras, as it is an
easy cane to grind and yields well; from its thinner rind and
superior sweetness, it is, however, very liable to depredations by
rats ; but, so far as I could gather, rats have not caused. much
mischief to canes in this colony.

About 400 acres are under canes at Seven Hills: ratoons
are only kept up to the fourth year, it being found more re-
munerative to plant after that period.

The yield per acre, ranges from 14 to 2 tons of sugar, the
latter being all concrete, with no rum. As this yield is from the
natural soil, without manure or special treatment, it speaks well
for the quality of land in this district for sugar-cane cultivation,
The average rainfall here is a little below 100 inches per annum ;
the present year (1882) is, however, below the average, and the
rainfall is not expected to be above 90 inches.

In riding over the estate with the manager, I noticed that
the soil was black on the surface, formed for the most part by
the decomposition of the finely laminated limestone ; it was very
friable on the surface, with a tenacious, unctnous clay beneath ;
in some instances a quartzy ridge would appear running across
" the valley, on which the canes did badly; the same remarks
apply to a few instances where peroxide of iron cropped up to
the surface and gave the soil a fine, shotty, and granular texture.
The canes on the whole, however, looked fine and healthy, and
the estate generally would compare favourably with that of any
other country.

A “fly,” or rather a moth, appeared to be troublesome to
canes at certain seasons of the year. The different stages of the
“fly” are described by Mr. Morison as follows :—“ About the
end of June or July, a white froth, similar to what is known
in England as ‘ cuckoo spittle,’ or ‘goat spittle, appears at the
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roots of the canes, both under, and above ground. On examina-
tion, a small greenish, wingless insect is found embedded in the
froth, which remains in this state till about August, when it
matures into the ‘fly, While affected in the manner above
described, the canes become stunted in growth, but even after-
wards, with the mature insect, they are not free from injury, as
the ‘fly’ attacks the leaves and causes them to be spotted and
eventually to die off. “The lower leaves appear to wither first,
but the upper leaves are soon attacked, and sometimes so
severely, as to cause the whole to fall off, leaving nothing but
the bare cane standing. Even among canes not severely
attacked, the joints are short and poor. About the end of
September and October the ‘fly’ disappears. The canes after
this time, relieved from the attacks of the ‘fly, make very fair
growth ; the joints become long and full, and they continue to
develop, up to cutting time.”

To this account Mr. Morison adds that the “fly” is more
severe in damp and wet lands in lower portions of the fields
than in dry, powdery land. ‘

I obtained specimens of the “fly ” for determination, and
find it is not at all uncommon on canes in moist distriets in
other parts of the world. I recommend a dressing of powdered
quicklime to the cane stools when the “froth” first appears,
and this, together with good drainage, will, I believe, effectually
deal with the evil. From this and other districts where eultiva-
tion is being carried on, I obtained samples of soil for analysis,
and I hope that the local government will be able to place.the
results of these analyses before planters, in order to indicate the
special characteristics of soils in the colony, suitable for different
plants.

In the neighbourhood of Seven Hills, beyond the Rio Grande
River, is what is termed the Toledo Settlement, established by



RIO GRANDE AND TOLEDO SETTLEMENT. . 37

settlers from Louisiana, in the Southern States of America, after
the late war. , '

The forest between Seven Hills and the Toledo Settlement,
is composed of what may be termed a characteristic “cohune
ridge.” It is a natural forest composed of valuable timber trees
such as mahogany, Santa Maria, axe-master, rosewood, augusta,
salmwood, sapodilla, &c., with numerous palms. Chief among
the latter is the noble cohune palm, which forms about ten per
cent. of the forest growth. The ground generally, in the more
open parts, was carpeted with selaginellas, ferns, and shade-
loving grasses. Under dense shade the undergrowth was very
slight, and one could ride almost anywhere under the tall
canopy formed by the cohune palms and majestic timber trees.

The Rio Grande River is navigable for dorays some 40 or 50
miles, and it passes through magnificent country, as yet little
known. There is no doubt that if this southern distriet were
thoroughly opened, the lands on such rivers as this would soon
attract attention and become the seats of thriving industries.

At the Toledo Settlement, which, as mentioned above, is
essentially American, about fourteen families settled, a few
years ago, in the virgin forest, with little or no capital. But by
undaunted courage and perseverance in overcoming the first
difficulties, they have succeeded in establishing comfortable
homesteads, and in placing under cultivation, chiefly in sugar-
cane, some 600 acres of land. The results of the experiment
are in many respects most interesting and suggestive. Although
in tropical countries, as a rule, the white man is not suited
for hard, laborious work in the sun, and it is better for him to
possess capital and to employ negroes and coolies for field
work, it speaks well for the climate of British Honduras that
the white settlers here have, by their own hands, turned a wild
tropical forest into a number of apparently rich and prosperous
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homesteads, Most of the settlers, at present, grow canes and
manufacture the produce into common muscovado sugar in open
pans. ~ The quality of the sugar made is of a superior kind,
most of which is sold locally at prices ranging from 5% cents to
6 cents per pound.

It is to be hoped, however, that the settlers will, in time,
turn attention to other and equally productive industries, such
as cacao, nutmegs, oranges, lemons, bananas, coco-nuts, ginger,
sarsaparilla, arrowroot, vanilla, black pepper, ground-nuts, and
many others, which are admirably adapted for the district, and
which can be grown as easily, and with as much certainty of
finding & market for them as for sugar.

Cacao has been already tried in one or two instances, and
the trees have done well. Cacao-trees, apparently wild, are
not uncommonly met with in the forest, so that there is no
difficulty here with regard to procuring seeds or plants. Oranges
and lemons would thrive in the more stony soils, provided slab
rock is not too near the surface. In any case, the top root of
such trees as these might very conveniently be removed, when
there would be less danger of their coming upon rock. Limes
grow apparently wild, and T have no doubt that oranges and
lemons would do equally well if once started.

Among the settlers who have established themselves here
are Mr. Wilson, at Refuge ; the Messrs. Perrot and Mr. Paine, at
Mount Hope; Mr. Oetzel ; Messrs. Hutchinson and Been, at
Mount Royal; Mr, Waterous and son, at Forest House; and
Mr. Pearce, at Forest Cottage.

In addition to cultivating sugar, some of the settlers raise
cattle, a rich pasture being naturally formed, after the forest is.
cut down and cleared.

The Toledo Settlement is connected with the sea by a
Government road, which is capable of tapping a wide district,
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and affording an outlet for the despatch of produce, conveniently
and expeditiously.

Near the termination of the Government road is Ponta
Gorda, a Carib settlement of about 400 inhabitants. This
settlement has a resident district magistrate, and is remarkable
for its neat and clean appearance. This, no doubt, is some-
what due to the magistrate, Mr. Orgill, who evidently takes
care to keep it in a proper sanitary condition.

This is the most southerly settlement in British Honduras,
and about 20 miles from the Sarstoon River the boundary
between it and the Republic of Guatemala.

Having visited all the settlements in detail, from Belize to
Ponta Gorda, we proceeded to retrace our steps to the north-
ward, and having caught the 8.8, “City of Dallas” off Mullin’s
River, reached Belize at noon on the 22nd November.

To the outline of the southern trip given above, I would
here add that, thanks to Captain Marriner's local knowledge
and careful management, we traversed, with great convenience
and success, some 350 miles of the colony, and saw most of
its salient features within reach of the settlements.
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Trip to western districts. Haul-over. Cramer’s Bank. Bridge over Sibun
Swamp. Jobn Young’s Pine-ridge. Camping out. Butcher Burn’s
Bank. Limestone Hills, Rich soils. Bush travelling, Gale Creek.
Bever Dam. Mahogany forest. Mahogany works. Castile Bank.
Prickly bambu. Mount Pleasant. Bad roads. Orange Walk.
Government lands for salé. How mahogany is cut. Trucking
mahogany. Logwood cutting. Roaring Creek. Savannah Bank.
Warree Head Creek. Monkey Fall Savannah. Granny Creek.
Mount Hope, The Cayo. Coffee plantation. Position and importance
of the Cayo. Communication with Belize. Indian settlement at San
Francisco. To Belize by river in doray.

For the tour through the Central and Western Districts, as
Captain Marriner's official duties. prevented his being able to
leave Belize, arrangements were made for me to accompany the
Hon. A. Williamson, who had business at Orange Walk, on the
Old River. After accomplishing this, he intended fo strike
across the country through San Pedro, San Jose, Irish Creek,
Indian Church, Orange Walk on the New River, and so reach
Caledonian Bank and Corosal in the north, where he had
arranged to meet a schooner to bring him back to Belize.

As this route offered a good opportunity for seeing the rich
valley district of the Old River, as well as the back lands to the
west and north, in the neighbourhood of the New River, it was
decided that I should acecept Mr. Williamson’s kind offer to
accompany him, and especially as he had the reputation of being
an experienced and hardy bush traveller, well acquainted with
the country and its people.
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Provided with police-horses for riding, and a pack horse to
carry our luggage and camping material, we started from Belize
‘about 2 PM. on the 24th November. The party consisted of
Mr, Williamson and myself, Mr. Gillett, a mahogany cutter, my
collector, and Mr. Williamson’s servant.

We took, in the first instance, the road over the Haul-over,
and crossed the town branch of the Old River by aferry. After
passing along the new road through the swamp, we came to
Cramer’s Bank, used as a cattle pen. To get to the new road
leading from Belize to the western frontier, we had to go over a
bridge three-quarters of a mile long, which carried the road over
the Sﬁ)un Swamp,

Owing to the boggy nature of the ground, the pillars of tha
bridge had sunk in several places, so that the structure presented
a somewhat uneven, if not a dangerous surface, especially for
the passage of horses. By leading the animals carefully and
slowly along we managed, however, to cross the swamp without
a mishap. We then found ourselves on John Young’s Pine

lidge. It was our intention to cross the pine ridge, and to stop
for the night at Butcher Burn’s Bank, on the Sibun River,

i Owing to rain and darkness overtaking us, we were unable to
strike the right track, and eventually had to camp out in the open.
But for the rain, sleeping out at night is nothing unusual ; but
this time we had many disadvantages to contend against, all
of which, however, were endured without a murmur, hoping that
the next day would find us well on our journey, and sheltered
from wind and rain,

Making an early start, we found the rain of the previous
night had flooded many portions of the pine ridge, and we did
not reach Butcher Burn’s Bank until about 11 o’clock.

It is evident that to reach this place the previous day, we
should have left Belize early in the morning; but the heavy
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rain, and the difficulty in crossing the Sibun Swamp, had upset
our calculations.

The Sibun River rises on the northern slopes of the Cocks-
combs, far to the south. Its mouth is near Wagner village, some
10 miles below Belize. In the interior, it passes through a
considerable extent of hilly country, with limestone rocks,
forming sharply-pointed peaks and ridges, giving a picturesque
character to the scenery, At the foot of these hills the soil is
remarkably deep and rich, and with a good water-way for
produce, and its proximity to Belize, this district will no doubt
soon attract attention.

After leaving Butcher Burn’s Bank, wé once more struck
across John Young’s Pine Ridge, this time going due north and
making for Gale Creek, a tributary of the Old River.

After travelling for some hours, during which I managed to
gather numerous orchids and seeds, we entered an old and very
much overgrown track in a cohune ridge, which was intended
to take us to Beaver Dam. After crosging with considerable
difficulty one or two swampy creeks, and cutting our way
through tangled masses of “tie-ties” and fallen trees, rain and
darkness once more overtook us, and we camped for the night
on the banks of Gale Creek. With some difficulty, owing to the
damp character of the brushwood, we managed to make a fire to
cook our supper, and although the place was swarming with
mosquitoes, and heavy showers fell during the night, we managed
to get a little rest.

We were early on foot the next morning, to make arrange-
ments for a long stage to Castile Bank and Orange Walk. The
cohune ridge through which we passed was full of numerous
orchids and aroids hanging in festoons from the trees. As most
of the mahogany had been cut some years ago, the trees left
were small and undersized, but the indications of the soil were
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all that could be desired for most cultivations of a tropical
character. :

The best mahogany is said to be found to the north of the
river Belize. In consequence of the nature of the soil in that
distriet, in which there is a ‘great quantity of limestone, the
mahogany is longer in coming to maturity: but when full grown,
it is of a harder and firmer texture than that which is found in
the southern portion of the settlement.

After following the disused track for some miles, we
eventually came out on the Old River at a spot called Beaver
Dam. It may be mentioned here that numerous places in the
colony marked and named on maps are at present in existence
only as names. At one time or other they were mahogany works
or temporary depbts (banks), where workmen’s huts were built,
and where logs were trimmed preparatory to being tumbled into
the river,and floated down the stream. When the mahogany in
the district was exhausted the works were abandoned, the huts
in course of time tumbled to pieces, and the place eventually
would become so overgrown as to be hardly distinguishable from
the neighbouring forest. The name, however, lives in the
memories of the inhabitants, and is handed down until it
becomes a mere tradition. Such a place was Beaver Dam.
There was no vestige of a dwelling : in fact, nothing but tall, rank-
growing weeds, overtopping our horses, We pushed on parallel
to the river course, keeping on its right bank until we came to
Castile Bank. Our course was chiefly over old mahogany tracks,
where logs had been “trucked ” or “slided ” during the previous
season. Owing to the heavy rains of the previous week, the
track, already well worked by cattle, was simply a “bog route,”
and at every step the horses sank up to their knees in black,
tenacious mud.

At Castile Bank we found a small mahogany and cedar works
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in working order, with nunerous logs in course of being trimmed,
or “ manufactured,” preparatory to being tumbled into the river.
After a slight halt for breakfast, and for drying our clothes, we
pushed on, keeping still on the right bank of the river. Soon
after, we passed through some magnificent cohune forests,
interspersed near the river's bank with the thick matted growth
of the “ prickly bambu.” This plant is one of the most graceful
and handsome’ of the family; its leaves being as fine as
asparagus, and its long sinuous stems drooping in a most
graceful manner. Seen at a distance, a vast expanse of this -
bambu gives one the idea of a downy, feathery mass of green,
most attractive and refreshing. Here, however, its beauty and
elegance ends. On nearer acquaintance it develops into one of
the most formidable obstacles which a traveller can meet.
Every joint of its long slender stem is furnished with a formid-
able coferie of spines, sometimes an inch or an inch and a half long.

Where this bambu has firmly established itself—as along the
river banks—it is quite impossible to pass through it; even wild
animals aveid it, or if hotly pressed, and they take shelter there,
they are literally torn to pieces by its ruthless spines.

Our path often led over creeks running into the Old River,
and, where particularly dangerous, we had to dismount and
lead our horses across; at other times we had to allow them
to take their own lead and get over ourselves the best way we
could.

The vegetation along the banks of the Old River was of
surpassing beauty and luxuriance. As the chief objects of the
woodcutter are the mahogany, cedar, and rosewood, everything
else is left alone. Magnificent trees of the Ceiba, or silkeotton-tree,
were passed, with buttresses like those of huge castles. The first
branches were generally some 80 or 100 feet from the ground.
Above, their wide-spreading massive branches were literally
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clothed with orchids, wild pines, and a perfect garden of
parasilic vegetation. Hanging along the stems were nume-
rous “lianes,” or “ withes,” here called “ tie-ties,” looking like the
festooned ropes of a ship.

Here and there we passed a space near the river bank a
little more open than others, where mahogany works had once
stood, but now lapsing fast into the original jungle. Itis said that
a mahogany forest can be cut every thirty years; hence many of
these abandoned mahogany works are re-opened after a longer
or shorter interval, and become, for a time, at least, once more
the scenes of daily toil, and the busy abode of man. Now,
however, they were silent and deserted, the mid-day calm being
only broken by the titter of bright-plumaged birds, or the soli-
tary ery of some wild animal.

In the course of the afternoon we passed Mount Pleasant,
another mahogany bank, in working order, and after crossing a
beautifully clear stream, falling over rocks encrusted with lime-
stone deposits, and beautifully margined with elegant ferns, we
entered the forest in the neighbourhood of Orange Walk, the
object of Mr. Williamson's journey.

Here we met numerous mahogany tracks, all converging
on the settlement, and just about dusk we left the forest and
entered the savannah, or pasture surrounding the settlement,
dotted here and there with the huts of the workpeople ; among
these, in an open space, stood Mr. Gillett’s house, where we were
hospitably entertained for the night.

Owing to the bad condition of the roads after the late heavy
rains, and the unfavourable accounts we received of the creeks
and tracks in the neighbourhood of San Pedro, San Jose, Irish
Creek, and Indian Church, it was thought impossible to carry
out our intended trip to the north, and much to my regret we
had to abandon it. Under these circumstances, Mr. Williamson

E
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decided to return to Belize by boat, and get to Caledonian
Bank and Corosal by sea; while I elected to remain up-
country, and explore the upper portions of the valley of the
Old River, and, if possible, push on to the Cayo, or western
frontier station.

After one day’s rest at Orange Walk, during which the plants
collected on the journey from Belize were examined and dried,
and after taking a short section through the forest for the
purpose of seeing the country towards the left branch of the
Sibun River to the south, I left Orange Walk with a guide, for
the western frontier.

The valley of the Old River through which we passed
gradually widened as we travelled to the westward, and nume-
rous mahogany works (banks) were dotted on each side of the
river, each having so many miles of frontage, and reaching far
into the backwoods. It appears that the land tax on mahogany
and logwood works is estimated at $8 per mile base. Having
seen one mahogany works, with the exception of the difference
in the scenery, and varying circumstances of soil and climate,
the details are much the same.

Most of the mahogany forests are in the hands of a few pro-
prietors, who, to preserve their young trees, as a rule, discourage
settling. They adopta rude system of forest conservancy, backed
by a very strict trespass law, which entirely prevents the land
from being alienated or tised as provision grounds by settlers.
This feeling, in a measure, is, no doubt, the outcome of the old
terms on which the English were permitted to hold the settle-
ment, viz., that they were debarred from making plantations, or
in any way making permanent homes in the colony.

Government land may be bought at a dollar an acre, or, if
preferred, short leases of five yearsare issued to persons desirous
to occupy waste lands of the Crown, not less than fifty acres, at
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a yearly rent of 10 cents an acre, with right to purchase at any
time during the tenancy.

When it is intended to open a mahogany works on any
part of an estate, the first step is to employ a “hunter,” or ex-
perienced woodman, who spends several days alone prospecting
in the forest. After an absence, longer or shorter according
to circumstances, during which he often suffers many priva-
tions, the hunter returns and reports the number and character
of suitable mahogany-trees to be found within easy reach of the
works, the latter being always placed at a convenient spot on
the bank of the river, where the mahogany logs can be manufac-
tured and easily tumbled into the river.

The “hunter” is paid so much for every tree which, on
examination, is found suitable for cutting, 7.e., squaring 18 inches
and upwards. The next step is to open a track to it and proceed
to eut it down. Owing to the huge buttresses which many
mahogany-trees possess, a platform is sometimes erected so as
to enable the men to cut the tree above them. When lopped,
cleaned, and sawn to the available length, the log is ready to
be hauled to the works.

During the dry months of the year the logs are carried on
trucks drawn by bullocks. The truck is a ponderous frame-
work, mounted on four broad wheels about 3 feet in diameter,
with 9 inches tread, the latter being made in a most primitive
fashion by sawing pieces across from a log of Santa Maria.
During wet weather, when the ground is too soft for the trucks
to travel, mahogany is drawn on slides, or a kind of sleigh,
which passes over “skids” The latter consist of long, hard
wood posts, about 3 inches in diameter, placed across the track
about a yard apart.

Being imbedded in mud, the fresh slippery bark affords a
suitable and handy surface for the passage of the slide with its

E 2
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heavy load. Sometimes mahogany logs are drawn, in the manner
above described, distances of 8 or 10 miles.

Mahogany is always trucked in the middle of the night, the
cattle not being able to perform such laborious work during the
heat of the day. It is a picturesque and striking scene, this
midnight trucking.

“The lowing of the oxen, the creaking of the wheels, the
shrill cries of the men, the resounding cracks of their whips,
and the red glare of the pine torches in the midst of the dense,
dark forest, produce an effect approaching to sublimity.”

At the works the logs are regularly squared and prepared
for the market.

If, however, they are likely to be chafed and injured in
transit, by going down shallow creeks, the squaring is done at
Belize, or at the river's mouth.

Trucking is generally carried on during the months of April
and May, when the ground is hard after a long period of dry
weather. About the middle of June, after the May “seasons,”
or rains, the rivers are swollen, and advantage is taken of this
opportunity to tumble the logs into the water, and float them
down to about 10 miles from the river's mouth. Here a large
iron chain, or “boom,” is fixed, which stops the logs as they
float down. At this point the several owners seleet the logs by
their respective marks, form them into rafts, and so float them
down to the sea, and ultimately to Belize, whence they are
shipped abroad.

Logwood cutting appears to be a much simpler and much less
laborious work. After the trees, which are seldom more than a foot
in diameter, but often only half this size, are cut down, the outer
or sap wood is removed, leaving nothing but the inner dark-
coloured heart wood. When thus prepared, the logwood is
carried on trucks or “crooked” to the nearest bank, where, to
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prevent it from sinking, it is packed in “bark logs,” or light,
buoyant cradles, capable of carrying a ton or two of logwood.
An immense train of these heavily-freighted “bark logs ” is often
met with on its way down the river, or anchored at night in the
middle of the stream.

Most of the logwood is found in damp, moist districts to
the north; but there are also many tracts to the south, where
" logwood is very plentiful.

After passing Roaring Creek and Savannah Bank, we came
to Tea Kettle, where we joined once more the main road from
Belize to the western frontier. In many places, the road is so
overgrown with bush and obstructed by fallen trees, as to be
scarcely recognisable.

At length we came to a stony and somewhat hilly country
near Warree Head Creek, with a good view of extensive country
covered by a rich tropical forest.

Monkey Fall Savannah appears to offer a good site for a fine
cattle pen, with a plentiful supply of good water.

After crossing Granny Creek we reached Mount Hope, an
old settlement in an advanced state of decay, and with but few
huts remaining.

After some ten hours in the saddle, and numerous diver-
gencies from the regular track, to examine and explore the
forest, I was glad to accept a night’s rest from Mr. Gillett, uncle
of my host at Orange Walk, who kindly offered every comfort
which his small house could afford.

Early next morning, leaving my collector at Mount Hope,
I pushed on for the Cayo, crossing Little Barton Creek
and Great Barton Creek, both greatly swollen after heavy
rains.

The road next went through Tiger Run, a large mahogany
works, in a magnificent district. The forest here had fine india-
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rubber-trees and pimento, the latter being a tall tree, finer than
any I had ever seen before.

The woods also were fragrant with the ripe bursting pods of
vanilla, which hung in festoons from the trunks of Santa Maria
and other rough-barked trees.

The Cayo was reached about noon, and I called upon Mr.
Travers, the newly-appointed magistrate of this remote frontier
station. 2

One of the chief inducements which drew me to the Cayo
was to see a coffee estate about two miles beyond, under charge of
M. Vivenot. In company with the latter, whom I fortunately
met at the Cayo, and Mr. Blanconeaux, we proceeded up the
western branch of the Belize River, until we came to a deep,
rich, well-sheltered valley surrounded by low wooded hills.

Here about 100 acres had been cleared and established in
coffee under the shade of bananas, with corn as an intermediary
crop. The coffee-trees, about 30,000, were from one to two years
old, planted out. Seed had been obtained from Martinique,
Trinidad, and Guatemala. As a whole, the plantation was in a
promising state ; in some cases the trees were overshaded by
bananas, and consequently the plants were weak and “spindled.”
There is no doubt, also, that the ground had been somewhat
impoverished by the large crop of corn (maize) which was then
being taken off.

Most of the trees about two years old were, however, bearing
their first crop, and looked as if, even at this early age, some
two or three hundredweights per acre would be yielded by them.
The plantation was well laid out, with roads and intervals of
18 feet dividing the blocks. Naturally, being a pioneering effort,
the best mode of procedure adapted to the distriet could not be
obtained at once; and, again, the difficulty of obtaining labour
had hampered the undertaking and increased the expenses.
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I left the plantation, however, with a favourable impression
respecting the possibility of growing good coffee in British
Honduras, and I have no doubt that if Coolie labour could be
obtained, the whole of this western district would soon be dotted
over with prosperous plantations. The cost of clearing and
cleaning land ready for planting is put down at £6 per acre;
the labourers, at present, owing to the remoteness of the district,
get from 42 to 50 cents per day.

I returned to the Cayo, or the Cay, which, from its position
nearly on the frontier line between British territory and that of
the Republic of Guatemala, possesses more importance than its
appearance and size would indicate.

It is connected with Belize by the Government road already
mentioned, and this leads over the frontier to Peten and other
towns in Guatemala. A fair amount of trade is carried on
between Belize and Peten by way of the Cayo; merchandise
being either carried all the way by mules, or partly by river.

This little frontier station oecupies a picturesque position
at the junction of the two branches of the Belize River. The
principal hounses are those of the magistrate, the court-house,
and the headquarters of the police, situated on the higher ground ;
while below, and extending to the point where the two rivers
meet, is an open savannah, affording pasturage for cattle, and
dotted here and there with the thatched huts of the natives.

The entire population is about 300.

With the appointment of Mr. Travers, a highly-educated
and accomplished officer, as magistrate, the Cayo is destined to
increase in importance and character, and as it is proposed to
organise a regular system of water communication by a Govern-
ment “pit-pan” with Belize, the settlement will be brought into
closer connection with the headquarters of the Government.

In returning from the Cayo I experienced very wet and
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uncomfortable weather, with swollen ecreeks and mahogany
tracks, if possible, more muddy and disagreeable than before,

My guide having disappointed me, I was fortunate to meet
with a brave little boy called “Doctor,” a protégé of Mr.
Williamson’s, who safely piloted me a distance of some 15
miles through rain and darkness, until we reached Mount Hope
about 11 o’clock at night.

At Tea Kettle T met Mr. Gillett, of Orange Walk, who took
me through the Indian settlement of San Francisco, and eventu-
ally to Orange Walk.

From Orange Walk I determined to return to Belize by the
Old River, and making an early start on Friday morning we
reached Belize about 8 o'clock the following evening.

The numerous botanical and other notes made on this
journey will more fittingly come under a deseription of the
plants and general resources of the colony, and I will therefore
defer them to a later chapter.



CHAPTER 1IV.

Flora of British Honduras. First impressions of the country. Mangrove-
trees. Characteristics of vegetation of the interior dependent on geolo-
gical features. Underlying strata. How deposited. Geological floor.
Glacial action, Icebergs. Reasons for adopting glacial theory. Pine-
ridge country. Vegetation. Pine-trees, pimento-thatch, crabboe,
haha. Distribution of pine-ridges. Use of pine-wood. White and
yellow pine. Resin and turpentine from pine-trees. How to extract
turpentine. Cohune-ridge.  Cohune-palm, Description : leaves,
stem, and fruit. Cohune seeds, Oil. Timber-trees. Mahogany.
Value of export. Common cedar, Logwood. Sapedilla. Santa Maria.
Fiddle-wood.  Rosewood.  Salmwood. Braziletto. Ironwood.
Mahoe. Numerous undetermined woods. Locust-tree. Cashaw.
Edible candle-tree. Palms. Orchids, Ferns,

THE flora of British Honduras, from its relations, on the one
hand, to the Continental forms of Central America, as well as
to those of the neighbouring West Indian Archipelago, might
naturally be expected to exhibit many types common to these
districts, in addition to not a few peculiar to it, on account of
the exceptional conditions of soil and climate which obtain
therein, The first impressions of a visitor to British Honduras
are associated with the almost continuous growth of mangrove-
trees, which, covering the numerous “ cays,” or small islands out
in the offing, have also taken entire possession of the low coast-
line on the mainland, tending to give the country, from the out-
side, a densely wooded appearance. These extensive forests of
mangrove in themselves are useful for no purpose whatever,
if we except the fact that the bark of some species is used for
tanning purposes. Where, however, through the agency of the
mangrove-trees, soil has accumulated, and land has been formed,
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patches or “banks” of this character form splendid localities for
coco-nut plantations, and they are being utilised in this manner,
both on the cays, as well as along the coast-line.

In the interior, the vegetation is greatly diversified; but as
the changes in its character appear to be so closely associated
with the geological features of the country, a few remarks on
the main clements of these features may not be uninteresting,

As may be gathered from a preceding chapter, British Hon-
duras occupies a strip of country, running due north and south,
parallel to the sea, and with the high central range, or dividing
mountain zone of Central America, immediately at its back. In
general, the land rises from the sea coast, in a gentle slope
towards the west. Numerous rivers take their rise in the
central chain, and these, flowing to the eastward, form deep,
slow-flowing rivers, suitable for navigation, and forming natural
water-ways to the interior. The underlying strata, composed of
quartzy rocks, with here and there carbonaceous shales, sand-
stone rocks, and limestone, crop up in the low, detached ranges
which intersect the country to the west and south of Belize, as
well as in the steep, rugged elevations of the Cocksecomb country
to the south. Judging by the nature of the rocks, and detritus
brought down by the rivers, the central chain of mountains,
forming the western frontier of the colony, is composed chiefly
of quartzy and felspathic rocks and sandstones of great age,
which have been upheaved into their present position under
circumstances similar to those which have formed their vast
extensions, the Rocky Mountains to the north, and the Andean
system to the south. The geological floor of Dritish Honduras,
if I may use the term, appears to have been formed by the
disintegration and removal of the rocks from the central chain
in the west, and their distribution by the action of water or ice
over the lowlands to the east. It is maintained by some, that
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large glaciers covered certain portions of Central America during
the glacial period, and the conditions induced by these are said
to account for the presence of boulder-clay in valleys and certain
hog-backed hills, as well as the transportation of large scratched
boulders, noticed in some of the countries on either side of the
central chain* Mr. Belt states that the presence of glaciers in
Central America would afford a solution of many phenomena that
otherwise would be inexplicable. After mentioning the main
points in favour of the existence of glaciers, he adds that the
scarcity of alluvial gold in the valley of Santa Domingo, and
other places in Nicaragua, points in the same direction. Glacier
ice scoops out all the contents of the valleys, and in deepening
them does nor sort the materials like running water, or the
action of the waves upon the sea coast. As regards gold-bearing
quartz, when the denuding agent was water, the rocks were worn
away and the heavier gold was left behind, at the bottom of the
alluvial deposits; but when the denuding agent was glacier ice,
the stony masses and their metallic contents were carried away
or mingled together in the unassorted moraines. The evidence
of glacial action, if they exist at all in British Honduras, must
be looked for in the higher mountain valleys in the west, and
possibly in those of the Cockscomb Mountains, or their spurs to
the south. If, as was supposed, ice covered the higher ranges
and descended in great glaciers only as low as the line of country
now standing at two thousand feet above the sea, then very
little of the actual surface of British Honduras would have been
subject to direct glacial action. It is, however, quite possible
that the transportation of rocks from the central chain and their
distribution over the sea bottom so as to form the foundations of
the country, may have been accomplished by floating icebergs.

* “The Naturalist in Nicaragua,” pp. 269-274.



56 BRITISH HONDURAS.

Later, as the land gradually emerged from the sea, water would
accumulate in the hollows, river systems would be formed, and
the finer débris brought down from the interior would be con-
tinuously deposited, forming soils suitable for the growth of
plants.

Where the original quartzy rocks, in the form of a bold con-
glomerate, gravel or fine sand derived from the central zone,
appear on the surface, they give rise to extensive tracts of
undulating, or comparatively level country, known locally as
“ pine-ridges,” so called from the prevalence upon them of trees
of the yellow pine (Pinus cubensis).

These tracts, as may be expected, possess a shallow, poor
soil; and they are covered only by hardy, coarse grasses, of little
value for pasturing purposes exeept in a young succulent state.
The pines mentioned above are dotted over the country in small
clumps or singly, giving it an open, park-like appearance,
Associated with the clumps of pine-trees is a small, slender,
fan-leaved palm, known locally as “ pimento thatch ”: the stem
of this palm, after being cleaned of its investing coat of fibre, is
used for fences, sides of houses, and generally, where a tough,
slender pole is required. Another common “ pine-ridge” plant
in the south is the “crabboe,” which yields a kind of plum or
cherry, sometimes used for food, and whose bark is used for
tanning; as, also, the “haha,” a wild fig, whose leaves are so
rough that they are an excellent substitute for sandpaper. To
the west, in the neighbourhood of Roaring Creek, the ordinary
pine-ridge plants give place to groves of oak (probably Quercus
virens). Some of these oaks attain great size, often measuring
50 feet to the first branches, and correspondingly large in girth.
The pine-ridges of the colony oceupy slightly rising country,
generally at some distance inland from the rivers and the coast.
In the north there is a large pine-ridge running north, between
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the Hondu and the New Rivers, almost all the way from Indian
Church to Corosal. Another large pine-ridge exists to the west
of Alligator Pond, and between it and the mouth of the Northern
River. i

To the north of the Belize River, an extensive pine-ridge
occupies the country between it and New River lagoon, some
20 or 25 miles across. To the south of the river Belize, there
is John Young’s pine-ridge, over which passes the road to the
western frontier, and which should also greatly facilitate the |
construction of a railway in the same direction.

In the neighbourhood of All Pines, as already noficed, there
is a large pine-ridge connected by several other smaller ones, so
that a person might ride continuously over an open, park-like
country, for some thirty or forty miles. It is estimated that
about one-third of the area of British Honduras, at present
known, is composed of pine-ridge country, having the geological
and botanical characteristics above indicated.

The pine (Pinus cubensis), the chief plant of the pine-
ridges, is probably the most abundant tree in the colony; but
the timber is used locally to a small extent only for building
purposes, owing, it is said, to the difficulty experienced in
sawing it. The wood is heavy, and, if properly seasoned, might
be very durable. Its chief use at present, however, is as fuel,
and in making torches. The latter are extensively used at the
mahogany works; and, indeed, but for the pine torches the
hauling of mahogany, which, on account of the heat and the
flies (mosquitoes), takes place chiefly at night, could not be
carried on. For railway sleepers, the pine-wood, carefully
selected, should prove most valuable, There is an impression in
the colony that two species of pine exist on the pine-ridges,
which are distinguished as white and yellow pine, and supposed
to be characterised in the one case by rather smooth and com-
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pact bark, and in the other by rather thick, spongy, and rough
bark. I was, however, unable to distinguish any difference in
the trees pointed out to me as a white and a yellow pine, the
botanical characters of both being exactly the same. In addi-
tion to the utilisation of the timber, as mentioned above, and
especially by the aid of efficient steam saw-mills, other products
might be obtained from them. For instance, if properly tapped,
resin of good quality, and in large quantities, should be avail-
able; and the wood, by distillation, might yield both turpentine
and tar. In the Southern States of America turpentine is
obtained from a nearly allied tree, viz, the pitch, or yellow pine
(Pinus australis), as follows :—* Cavities or boxes are made in
the trunks of the trees as they stand. They are made from 6 to
12 inches above the ground, and are mostly cut deep enough
into the wood to hold about a quart. From one to four boxes
are made in each trunk. The wood is hacked away above the
box, or channels are made leading to it, down which the turpen-
tine flows. When the box is full it is removed by a spoon or
ladle, and placed in barrels. The first year's flow of turpentine
thus obtained is known as Virgin dip, or Virgin turpentine.
Some of this crude turpentine is exported, but it is mostly dis-
tilled in the neighbourhood of the turpentine orchards. 0il of
turpentine, or, as it is often called, spirit of turpentine, is dis-
tilled from the oleo-resin as collected, either with or without
water. It is used in enormous quantities in the preparation of
varnishes, paints, and for various other purposes in the arts and
manufactures, as well as in medicine.”

Next to the pine-ridge lands, the most strongly-marked
feature in the surface of British Honduras are the “cohune-
ridges,” which, as they contain chiefly the rich valuable soils of
the colony, deserve special notice. The term “cohune-ridge”
(Spanish corosal) is applied to the low-lying lands generally
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bordering river valleys, or oceupying extensive tracts or basins,
as in the west and south, or at the heads of some of the river-
systems. Geologically speaking, a “cohune-ridge” has been
formed by a river valley, or depression in the quartzy ground-
floor of the country, being, in process of time, filled up by-large
deposits of fine alluvium and vegetable d@¢bris brought down
from the interior by means of rivers. Hence a cohune-ridge
soil is deep, rich, and very abundantly supplied with nitrogenous
compounds, affording.splendid food for plants.

As its name indicates, a cohune-ridge has, as ifs characteristic
plant, the noble eohune-palm (Atfalea cohune), which is one of
the noblest members of the palm family. In a cohune-ridge this
palm, in different stages of its growth, forms probably 20, and in
some cases 30, per cent. of the vegetation, the remainder being
composed either of mahogany, cedar, rosewood, sapodilla, Santa
Maria, the smaller palms, or shade-loving trees. The cohune-
palm, especially before it has formed a stem, has a magnificent
spread with its large pinnate leaves, sometimes covering an area
fully a hundred feet in diameter. In the neighbourhood of
Tiger Run, near the public road, where there was an open
sheltered spot, a frond of this palm was estimated to be 60 feet
long and 8 feet in breadth. After the stem is formed the fronds
become much smaller, and when the palm has attained a height,
as many do, of 50 or 60 feet, the fronds are apparently not
larger than those of the oil palm (Zleis guineensis).

The cohune bears a nut growing in large bunches, and pro-
duced annually, some 2} feet long, hanging down from near the
bases of the leaves like huge clusters of grapes—reminding one
of the old sacred representations of the ponderous clusters from
the Promised Land carried by the Hebrew spies. Each nut is
of the size and shape of a pheasant’s egg, covered on the outside
by a thin layer of fibrous husk, and composed internally of a
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hard shell with three cells, containing as many horny oily seeds.
These seeds yield a valuable oil, which is used locally for
burning, and feeding pigs, the husk being given to fowls,

The country people extract oil from the cohune-nuts in the
following manner. When the nuts are what they term full, they
break between two stones the shell, which is very hard ; they then
pound the kernel for some time in a wooden mortar, and the
mass is put intd a boiler with water, and boiled down until all
the oil, or fat, floats. They skim the oil off, fry it in an iron
pot, so as to disengage all the aqueous particles, and then bottle
it. By this simple process the average yield is one quart bottle
of oil from one hundred nuts, When in full bearing a cohune-
palm bears one or two, and sometimes three, bunches of fruit,
with an average of five hundred nuts to the bunch.

Several attempts have been made to establish an industry
in connection with the extraction of oil from the cohune-nuts,
but so far without success. The chief difficulties appear to be
connected with breaking the hard, dense shell surrounding the
kernels, and the small proportion which exists between the
latter and the general mass of the nut. When properly pre-
pared, however, the oil is said to be superior to that of the coco-
nut, and to burn twice as long—that is, a pint of the former
is said to burn as long as a quart of the latter. Considering that
cohune oil is marketable in England “in any quantity at the
price of the finest and purest coco-nut oil,” it is a matter of
regret that the scores of tons of cohune-nuts found wild in the
woods of British Honduras do not contribute anything to the
wealth of the colony.

Returning, however, to the characteristic vegetation of a
cohune-ridge, after the cohune-palm the most striking objects in
the forest are the majestic timber-trees, whose huge stems reach
far out of sight, and are lost in the dense canopy of vegetation
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above. Chief amongst the timber-trees of the colony comes
the mahogany (Swietenia mahogani), which, with logwood, forms
the staple article of export. The average quantity of mahogany
shipped from DBritish Honduras during the last five years
amounts to nearly 3,000,000 feet, of the annual value of
£30,000.

The best qualities of mahogany, as already mentioned, come
from the limestone soils to the north of Belize: those from the
south, and especially from the Mosquito Coast, being deficient
in density and fine grain, are known in England as baywood,
hence “ baymen,” a term often applied to the mahogany-cutters
of these coasts. Although the mahogany near the coast and
within easy reach of the principal rivers has been for the most
part cut down and shipped, there is a considerable guantity
of mahogany left in the couniry and still available, especially
by means of railways, to supply the European and American
markets for many years to come.

Growing with the mahogany is a member of the same family,
the common cedar (Cedrela odorata), which is in great demand
for light indoor work, and from which the fragrant boxes
for Havannah cigars are made. In the colony the trunks of
the largest trees are hollowed out to make bungays, dorays, pit-
pans, and canoes, purposes for which, on account of the light
and durable character of the wood, they are admirably adapted.
The export of British Honduras cedar for the last five years
amounts, on an average, to about 130,000 feet. Logwood, which
really comes next to mahogany in export value, is found in
rather moist lands to the north and west, where it forms immense
thickets; but it is not characteristic of what is termed strictly
cohune land. The logwood-trees—about 15 or 20 feet high—
have some points of resemblance in appearance and habit of
growth to trees of the white thorn in England. The stems

F
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and young branches, at first grey, become afterwards of a dark
colour; the trunks are perpendicularly ribbed, or columnar,
and when cut down the outer white, or sapwood, is removed,
leaving only the reddish or dark heart-wood, which is split
into convenient logs suitable for shipment. It is claimed for
Honduras logwood that it is superior to that grown in Jamaica
and St. Domingo, and that its market value is fully 40 per cent.
higher. Amongst other forest trees of British Honduras are the
sapodilla (Sepota achras), a very handsome wood, but so heavy
that it cannot be floated down the rivers; the Santa Maria
(Calophyllum calaba), very suitable for shingles and heavy
machine work and buildings, its seeds also yield an abundant
.0il suitable for lamps; fiddle-wood (Citharexylum sp.); rose-
wood (Dalbergia sp.), a.dark, rich, reddish wood with fine grain,
greatly in request for cabinet purposes, but, like the sapodilla,
so heavy that it cannet be floated down the rivers, and hence
very difficult to get out in fine large logs; salmwood (Jacar-
anda sp.); dogwood (Piseidia erythrina); braziletto (Cesal-
pinta brasiliensis); ironwood (Laplacea hamatonylan); and the
Ppix, or bastard Lignum vite.

The mahoe (Paritivm elatum) yields a darkish-green wood of
great value; as also the celebrated Cuba bast, an article of com-
merce prepared from the inner layers of the bark. I obtained
numerous other specimens of very fine-grained and beautifully-
marked woods, unknown to commerce, but very abundant in the
backwoods of the eolony. The following are some of the local
names of woods, which remain to be determined when good
botanical specimens ean be obtained. They are: axemaster,
ironwood, cabbage-bark, pigeon-wood, turtle-bone, augusta,
candle-wood, redwood, palmalata, poison-wood, polewood,
wynaka, bull-hoof, billy-web, grape, mountain-plum, nasex,
and half-crown, The ziricote is a beautiful wood, somewhat
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scarce, which has been exported from time to time in small
quantities. It has much of the appearance in its bold markings
to the celebrated calamander wood of Ceylon, and I doubt not it
would make furniture of great beauty and value.

Along the banks of rivers one of the commonest objeets is the
locust-tree (Hymenwa courbaril), said to yield a tough, close-
grained timber. A resin resembling gum-anime exudes from
the trunk, and is found in lumps at the bases of old trees. The
cashaw (Prosopis juliflora) also yields a hard durable wood, as
well as a gum resembling gum-arabic. The pods in Jamaica
are used as food for cattle, but they are likely to be very
injurious if eaten when partially germinated, that is, after rains.

In the Savannah, near Orange Walk (Old River), there are
two or three fine trees of the edible candle-tree (Parmenticra
edulis). The fruit, like long-ribbed, soft calabashes, is eaten in
some parts of Central America, under the name of Quauhxilotl,

 or Cuajilote; but the chief use of the plant is evidently to supply

food for cattle, horses, and pigs, which greedily devour the fruit
as soon as it falls. Other trees supplying food for cattle, &c.,
are the ramoon (Zrophis americana) and the bread-nut (Brosi-
mum alicastrum), both of which keep horses, especially, in
excellent condition.

In addition to pine-ridge and cohune-ridge, there is some-
times known a district possessing a vegetation of its own, to
which the colonists apply the term “broken-ridge.” This
broken-ridge country generally appears to lie on the outside,
and generally parallel to and continuous with the cohune-
ridge; and, in fact, is an intermediate belt of vegetation coming
between it and the pine-ridge country. The trees in this
belt are smaller than in the cohune-ridge; the undergrowth is
denser and more scrubby in character; and, generally, the

conditions indicate a poorer and less luxuriant phase of plant
F2
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life, toning down more and more until it merges into the scant,
sparse vegetation of the pine-ridge country. Often, the belt of
intermediary low growth between the coast and the virgin
forests is termed broken-ridge; but, in this case, it is one that
has probably been artificially formed by abandoned cultivated
areas, and does not occur under the conditions which obtain in the
natural state. The broken-ridge is no doubt dwe to a difference
in the character of the soil, which, having a slight depth only
of humus and alluvium, is able to support a less luxuriant vege-
tation than the cohune-ridge,* but a little more so than the pine-
ridge, which is almost devoid of these important elements of
plant food.

Starting from a river-bed, and traversing the country at
right angles to its course, there first comes the cohune country,
then the broken-ridge, and lastly the pine-ridge. The latter
generally acts as a watershed between the several river basins,

and the order in which the ridges come may be shown as
follows :—

Cohune

|
ridge

Cah!u.ne A Broken . Plasitge Brc;ken _COhnne
ridge ridge ridge ridge

The vegetation of the cohune-ridge comprises tall-towering
timber-trees, the lordly mahogany and luxuriant palms; while
the ground below is covered with shade-loving ferns, selagi-
nellas, and aroids. The broken-ridge has fewer, less luxuriant,
and somewhat stunted timber-trees, such as the cockspur,
abundant in prickles and thorns; the supa, or gru-gru palm
(Aerocoman sclerocarpa), and small-leaved spiny shrubs of Randia,
Capparis, &e. In the more open spaces, coarse bromeliads, rank

River

River |

* The term “ridge” is not quite applicable, as ofen a cohune-ridge, for
instance, is really a valley. It is more applicable in the case of pine-ridge,
where probably the term had its origin, but the terms are here used as
understood in the country.
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DIAGEAM OF A SECTION ACROSS A EIVEE VALLEY, IN BRITISH HONDURAS, SHOWING THE RELATIVE POSBITIONS OF
PINE-RIDGE AND BROKEN-RIDGE.

% Contorted schistoze rocks. Alluvial river-valley deposits (cohune-ridge).

Quartzy pebbles and conglomerate (pine-ridge). Quartz rock.
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grasses, and prickly creepers impede one’s movements until, at
last, the open pine-ridge country is reached. Here, as already
mentioned, the tall (Scotch-looking) firs, or pines, are the more
striking objects, surrounded, when in clumps, by the shrubby
pimento-palms, with the crabboe and haha trees dotted here
and there. Amongst the hard, coarse grass of the pine-ridge,
small, low spreading shrubs are found, such as Pithecolobivm
Ligustrum and Cassia diphylle; a few ground orchids (Habe-
naria and Stenorrhynchus), and small, yellow-flowered hypoxids.

Of plant life in British Honduras, there is nothing which so
impresses the traveller as the abundance and profusion of palms,
which are everywhere seen. From the majestic cohune, which
is, par ercellence, the palm of the colony, down to the small,
delicate chamadoreas, there are all gradations in size, and all
variations of form and habit. Many, such as Baciris, are
gregarious ; whilst others, such as the cohune, the pimento-palm,
and geonomas, are restricted to certain localities, where, however,
they are fairly abundant. Close along the shore, the cultivated
coco-nut is a familiar object; but not far off, forming a dense
grove, and standing almost in the brackish water of a lagoon or
river, may be seen the bastard or salt-water pimento-palm
(Bactris sp.) ; along the banks of the rivers inland another and
a taller prickly palm is abundant, known to the colonists as
“TPoknoboy ” (Bactris horrida), which owes its local name to an
encounter between the woodeutters and the Spaniards, in which:
the former used, with considerable effect, the stems of this palm
as pike-handles.*

The “bay-leaf palm,” which is evidently only the young

* This palm is sometimes known as Pork-and-dough-boy, the latter
being the staple diet of the mahogany-cutters ; hence pork-and-do-boy, and:
poknoboy.
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form of the “bootan” (Sabal excelsa), is common in the broken-
ridge country. Its large, fan-shaped leaves, especially in the
young state, before it has formed a stem, are abundantly used
for thatching purposes. The “ give-and-take ” (deanthothrinaz)
is chiefly a cohune-ridge palm; it is so abundantly covered with
long ecompound spines, about 3 to 4 inches long, that it is a
very formidable object.

The cabbage-palm (Oreodora oleracea) is abundant in the
lowlands, and also appears on banks of rivers in the interior,
where its tall clean stem, surmounted by a canopy of feathery
fronds, is a familiar landmark. Oreodoza regia appears to be
confined to Belize, where, probably, it is an introduced plant.

In the cohune-ridge proper, the silver-thateh (Z%rinaz
argentea), big-thateh (Sabal mexicana), and the monkey-tail
(Buterpe edulis) grow in cool, moist situations under the shade
of tall timber-trees, where their finer habit is in marked
contrast to that of the ampler and more expansive cohune. As
already hinted, the supa, or gru-gru (Aerocomia sclerocarpa),
disdains the confined air and moist soil of the forest, preferring
the more exposed and drier, though poorer, situations of the
broken-ridge, where its somewhat swollen and prickly grey
stem towers above everything. Second only to the formidable
spines of the bambu are the recurved or hooked spines of
Desmoneus, a climbing palm, which, forming an impenetrable
mass hanging from the branches of the highest trees, often bars
the progress of the traveller.

Of the small palms belonging to the genera Chamadorea and
Geonome there are numerous species, forming a large percentage
of the undergrowth in the cohune-ridge. One, called by the
negroes “no-give-massa,” from its fine twig-like stem, has
evidently been used in former days for purposes of discipline
not recognised at present. Chamadorea Ernesti-Augustt, with its
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partially pinnate fronds, and simple, unbranched spadix, is often
not more than 3 feet high when in fruit. Other species are
C. elegans, C. humilis, C. desmoncoides, and C. graminifolia.
C. tenella is doubtfully present; but, if it were, British Honduras
wonld possess not only the most majestic of pinnate-leaved
palms, but also the smallest of known species.

" To most people in the colony, as well as to their friends
at home, orchids, so easily cultivated, and yet so bright and
beautiful in flower, are of great interest. British Honduras
cannot boast of orchids equal in profusion, in delicious fragance,
and in brilliant colours, to those of New Grenada, Quito, and
Peru; but in many species attractive to the eye, as well as
in delicacy of fragance, the country possesses many representa-
tives. The two commonest orchids in the colony are Schom-
burgkia tibicina and Epidendrum bicornutum. These cover the
trunks of trees in dense masses, both along the coast, where
they are exposed to the salt spray, as well as some places inland.
Both have strong fleshy and somewhat hollow stems, and flower
profusely.  Possibly the handsomest orchid in the colony is
Brassovola Dighyana, very common on logwood-trees in swamps
~ in the north, but rare elsewhere. Another species (Brassovola
caudata) is very common in the neighbourhood of Belize, and
in dry places in the north. Oneidium and Epidendrum, are the
more widely distributed genera ; but Gongora, Chysis, Mazillaria,
Cyenodes, Catasetum, Mormodes, Coryanthes, and Dicheza are also
well represented. Two species of Epidendrum (E. cochleatum
and E. fuscatum), confined chiefly to the hills in Jamaica, are
found here at sea-level.  Also Pleurothallis tribuloides, found at
4,000 feet in Jamaica, is met with at sea-level at Point Yecacos.
On the stem of pimento-palms in the pine-ridges the somewhat
rare and very handsome Galeandra Baurii flowers after the
autumn rains; while hanging from the forks of the crabboe-
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trees are the peculiar long, insect-like tresses of Oyenoches Egerto-
nianum. On a calabash-tree near Orange Walk (Old River),
masses of a small Onecidium (not more than 2 inches in height,
with flowers fully an inch in diameter) were found covering the
branches and giving the tree quite a bright yellow tint. On
trunks of trees in the river below the Big Falls, a fine plant of
Oncidium eebolleta was found, as also 0. lanceanwm,in full flower.
In the pine-ridges the terrestrial Habenaria and Stenorrhynchus
were common,

From the abundant shade found in the cohune-ridges, as
also from the abundanece of water and moisture in the air and
soil generally, it may be readily supposed that ferns are very
widely and extensively distributed. There would appear to be
only one species of tree-fern (Alsophila), and that chiefly
confined to the south; but in such genera as Asplenium,
Aspidiwm, Nephrodium, Polypodium, Acrostichum, Cheilanthes,
Pelleea, Pteris, Anemia, and Adiantum, there are numerous and
widely-distributed species. Of scandent forms, such as Lygo-

~ dium, there are two or more species found hanging in festoons

over trees on the borders of the forest. Gleichenias cover
exposed banks and ridges; anmemias are abundant on rocky
ledges ; while several handsome species of Adiantum (4. tene-
rum, A. tetraphylluwm, &c.) are found in the limestone hills of
the interior. 'With the latter, in deep shade, is Selaginelia
erythropus, carpeting the ground with its feathery, fan-shaped
fronds.

It swould be impossible to describe satisfactorily the rich
profusion and abundance of plant life as seen in the Central
American forests. Each tree, with its huge branches c