




In today's diverse sl1ooting arena, you need 
dependability, accuracy, and high capacity 
from your pistol. 

Only Ram-Line's® Syn-TechN .22 caliber pistol delivers 
it all in a tidy 20 ounce package. Engineered from the 
ground up, the Syn-TechN pistol combines special 
polymers. steel. and aluminum alloy, to provide 
strength, durability, and unmatched balance. The 
design is based around several Ram-Line® patented 
innovations*, and the latest in computer and aero­
space technology. 

The " dynamic" grip is easy to hold, and feels natural 
in your hand. The unique constant force sear gives 
you the feel of a target grade trigger right out of the 
box. The Ultralight SW' barrel* is damped by the 
polymer to yield unexpected accuracy. 

The 15 round magazine give's continued shooting 
enjoyment. This unique Ram-Line magazine makes 
reloading a pleasure - NO MORE THUMBUSTING 
as with the " Heavyweights." With the magazine's 
patented constant force spring*, the last round is as 
easy to load as the first. 

The Syn-TechN pistol was designed with safety and 
X-ray detectability in mind. A double motion of the 
safety is required to put the pistol in the "fire" mode. 
This is easily accomplished on the Syn-TechN pistol 
by a natural down and forward motion of the thumb, 
without breaking your grip. In the safe position, the 
hammer, trigger, and sear are all blocked, and the 
trigger is disconnected from the sear. 

Cleaning and disassembly are quick by simply 
removing the hex screw and lifting the receiver from 
the grip. The bolt stop pin and bolt slide are then free 
of the receiver and you're ready to clean up. Reassem­
bly is quick and certain. 

The Ram-Line® Syn-TechN .22 pistol comes in a 
custom molded carrying case complete with target. 

So when it comes time to punch paper, 
cans, or varmints, rely on the Ram-Line® 
Syn-TechN pistol. $199.97 

Made In U.S.A. G:> RAM-LINE~INC. 
Suite I 2R70, I 56 I I W est 6th Ave. 

Golden. CO 80401 
1-800-888-0375 



AMERICAN 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS, Mossad Ayoob 
A look at the best and brightest handguns of the Eighties l 

John Linebaugh's 500 Mognum is a 
highly customized Ruger Bisley revolver 
designed for maximum power. 
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DUBIOUS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS, Massad Ayoob 
The worst of the Eighties, a look a t the wild and wacky handgun failures 

CUSTOM GUN GIVEAWAY 
Photo by lchiro Nagata 

e The 
Aud it 
Bu rea u 

4 

7 
16 
18 
24 
25 

You con win a Jim Stroh custom Ruger Bisley ! 

MODEL 52 SMITH & WESSON, J B. Wood 
Sti ll the class ic target p istol . 

HANDGUNNING HINTS, Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 
Toking up the issue of ra ising your sigh ts. 

TAFFIN TESTS, John Taffin 
High performance favori te loads for the hot new l Omm Auto . 

THE AYOOB FILES, Massad Ayoob 
A fast .38 beats a slow 45- the Poul Huebl Incident. 

BIG BORES! John Taffin 
Get a handful of horsepower in John Linebough's awesome .500 Magnum I 

CUSTOM COMBAT COMMANDER, Dove Anderson 
If looks could kil l, this classy carry g un from Kim Ahrends would be deadly! 

DUELLING! W ilfrid Ward 
Alook bock at the gallant days w hen gentlemen fought pistol duels 

RUGER COLLECTOR'S CLASSIC BISLEY, AH Staff 
Check out the combined efforts of three master craftsmen. 

SPEAK OUT 30 SI LU ETAS 
John Toffin 

HANDLOADING 36 COP TALK 
Fro nk W . Jomes Mossod Ayoob 

INSIGHTS INTO IPSC 38 PISTOLSMITHING 
Dove Anderson John Lawson 

GUN LEGISLATION 40 HANDGUN HUNTING 
W arren Cassidy J D. Jones 

LEATHAM'S COLUMN 110 INDUSTRY INSIDER 
Rob Leatham Cameron Hopkins 
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TRAIN WITH THE BEST 
The $64.00 question 

What do shooters like Rob Letham, Jerry 
Barnhart, John Pride, Charles Grabbatin, 
Brian Enos and Chip McCormick have in 
common, besides winning a pistol match or 
two? They all train with PACT Championship 
Timers. Now let's face it, these guys can 
have any timer they want. So maybe there 's 
a reason why they choose PACT, over all 
others , for their vital practice sessions. 

Why do I need a timer? 
Whether you are training for competition 

or self defense; if you are going to improve 
you've got to keep track of the two elements 
of marksmanship that you are striving to 
master: accuracy and speed. Would you 
consider practicing without a target? Of 
course not , because without a target you 
have no measure of your accuracy. By the 
same token , without a timer, you have no 
accurate measurement of your speed and no 
way to tell if a given technique is helping or 
hindering your progress. 

Of course shooting timers, like guns, are 
not created equal. A well designed shooting 
timer is an invaluable training aid which will 
dramatically improve your practice sessions. 
A poorly designed timer, with functions that 
are inconvenient or difficult to use, becomes 
nothing more than an expensive buzz box 
that distracts you from your shooting each 
time you use it. 

#07 1.03 
FIND SHOT: 

Advanced display 
The PACT MKlll featues an advanced 32 

character display instead of the four digit 
display commonly found on other timers and 
cheap alarm clocks (sorry guys, but facts are 
facts) . This display allows the MKlll to display 
all of the information about a given shot (shot 
number, split time, total time) at a glance and 
eliminates the hassle of having to " toggle" 
back and forth between functions in order to 
review your shot string. 

Full function keypad 
Our 32 character display and 16 key 

keypad make the MKlll about as easy to use 
as your pocket calculator. For example to 

enter a "PAR TIME" of four seconds, simply 
push " PAR." the MKlll will ask you to 
"ENTER PAR TIME AND PRESS SET" so 
you push " 4," " SET." Want to change it to 
six seconds? Push " PAR," " 6," "SET," it's 
that simple! 

A few of our features 
• A buzzer that's loud enough to hear 

with your earphones on 
• Sensitivity of shot detector is adjustable 
• Instant GO or adjustable fixed or 

random delay 
• 999.99 second time limit 
• Automatic Comstock function 
• Lap function 

Order Today 

TOLL FREE ... 800 PACT INC 
(in Texas 214-641-0049) 

By Phone: We are happy to answer 
your questions and take your order. We 
accept Visa, MC and COD orders.• 

PACT MKlll . ....... . ........ $279 
CHRONO-MOD with MS Skyscreens 
(optional) .. . .............. $69.95 
MS Skyscreen Mounting Bracket 
(optional but nice) ...... . ... $24.95 
Battery Powered Printer ....... $125 
Extra Printer Paper (6 rolls) ..... $12 
Extra Skyscreens. $25 each $45 pair 

*Shipping & Insurance $5.50 UPS 
ground/$10 UPS 2nd day air. Extra 
shipping for bracket (separate package) 
$3 ground/$6 2nd day air. Bank service 
charge for VISNMC. COD fee $2.50. 
Write or call for foreign rates. Texas 
residents add appropriate sales tax . 

Brochure Available covering the PACT 
product line of shooting timers and 
chronographs, $1.00. -----~;=~=I -
P. 0 . Box 531525 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053 

• 9 Volt battery 
• Advanced training functions allow 

simulation of complex courses of fire 
• Two stop plate inputs. Man vs Man mode 

gives both shooters total times, who 
won and margin of victory . 

• Auxiliary output drives relay for horns, 
lights, moving targets, etc . 

• Drives optional battery powered printer 

$69.95 Chronograph 
"The finest Chronograph I have ever used" 

.. . Ross Seyfried 

By having the $69.95 CHRONO-MOD 
(skyscreens included) installed in your MKlll , 
you enable it to double as the best portable 
chronograph on the market. When operated 
as a chronograph, the MKlll performs all of 
the functions of the PACT Precision 
Chronograph and includes our new Glint 
Guard™ pat. pend. detection circuitry. In ad­
dition the MKlll will automatically calculate 
the power factor of each round fired. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
We designed the MKlll , we build it, and we 

sell it factory direct to you . We take full 
responsibility for your satisfaction. If you are 
not 100% satisfied with any PACT product, 
return it to us undamaged (no fair driving over 
it) within 30 days, and we will refund your 
money. That's our promise and you can 
depend on it . 

Lifetime Warranty 
The MKlll features a real simple repair 

policy. If it breaks due to a defective part or 
faulty workmanship we'll fix it free. If you 
break it (people really have driven over them, 
ask Mickey Fowler) we will fix it for cost. No 
hassles and no questions asked. 

Shop Around & Call Us Last 
Before you buy a shooting timer take the 

time to do a little research. Call the different 
manufacturers and get their literature. 
Compare each timer feature for feature and 
watch out for bizarre operational limitations, 
like the inability to review shots when using 
a PAR time or the requirement for two 
machines to run a Man vs Man event. You ' ll 
find that dollar for dollar and feature for 
feature the PACT MKlll gives you more 
honest " bang for the buck" than any other 
shooting timer on the market. 

PACT. MKlll , CHRONO-MOO and GLINT GUARD are trademarks of Practical Applied Computer Technology, Inc. 



BECAUSE YOU SHOOT 
- AMMUNITION FACTORY DIRECT -

38 Special $6.20 BOX/50 45 ACP $8.87 BOX/50 

158 GR SWC (Cse. 500 Ads. $62) 230 RNL (Cse. 500 Ads. $88.70) 

9MM Luger $8.88 BOX/50 ADDITIOA,::t:r.~~OUNTS 
115 GR FMJ (Cse. 500 Ads. $88.80) and OTHER PRODUCTS 

Money Back Guarantee 

Order Today 303·927 ·4500 
--GBarber----

PowerPIUS 
AMMUNITION--

Producers of Law Enforcement & Target Quality Remanufactured Ammunition 

PRACTICE 
DAMAGE CONTROL. 

CORE HARDNESS VARIES 
IN EACH CA LI BER BULLET 
FOR OPTIMUM 
PERFORMANCE . 

.357 CA LIB ER 
158 GRAIN JHP. 

73% AVG . RET. WT. 
AT 357 MAG VEL. 
IMUZ . 1235 FPS). 

EXPA ND S TO 2X 
THE CAL IBER . 

HOLLOW POINT CAV ITY 
DIMENSIONS DIFFER BY 
CALIBER FOR tDEAL 
MUSHROOMIN G. 

Consistent knockdown power. Without blowing 

up. You can count on it with Speer® JHP handgun 

bullets. Jacket walls are tapered for full , controlled 

expansion and maximum energy transfer. In other words, they 

do the job. Every time. You'll find Speer JHPs in 14 calibers 

and 12 weights. Just load up a box or two 

before you go out next time. And practice 

SPEER " 

BULLETS 
damage control every time you pull the trigger,..,...,.._ ___ ;;..,; _. 

SPEER~ 
YOUR SHOOTING PARTNER. 

CC I• SPEER • RCBS • OU T ERS• WEAVER 

© 198 9 O MARK SPORTIN G EQUIPMENT DIVISION OF BLO U NT. IN C .. P.O . B OX 856 , LEW ISTO N , ID 8350 1 1· 800 -62 7 -36 4 0 . 
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SPEAK OUI' 

-. 
Beware Of Holster 

Dear Ed itor, 
4 to 6 week delivery ... no hassles ... no 

delays. That 's what the ad sa id . 
On July 3, 1989 I ordered a 32-20 hol­

ster from Cattle Baron Leather Co. of San 
Antonio, Texas. As of March 27 , 1990, I 
have no hol ster. 

One excuse after another folJowed my 
numerous inquiries. I have now given the 
matter to the San Antonio Better Business 
Bureau. They have informed me that Cattle 
Baron ranks in the " top three" of their con­
stant complaints. I have given this matter 
over to the Attorney General of Texas . 

Advertising us ua ll y accounts fo r 
approximately 37% of a magazine's rev­
enue and subscri ber 's the remainder. I do 
hope American Handgunner will see fit 
to publi sh this letter and cease from 
accepting adverti sing from a less than 
honest company. 

Final point: on the same day in 1989 I 
ordered a holster from American Sales & 
Mfg. of Larado, Texas, and I rece ived 
same in three weeks. 

Jack Young 
W. Lafayette, Ind . 

Editor's No te: R ecent ly we have 
received a disturbing number of com­
plain.ts about Cattle Baron Leather. We 
have attempted to assist our readers by 
contacting Cattle Baron, and as soon as 
we have received a satisfactory response, 
it will be published in this column. 

One Bare Breast 
In he r May/June Speak Out letter, 

Suzan Cooper g ives the impress ion of 
being quite upset about the exploitation 
of women 's bodies in advertisements and 
in my tongue-in-cheek encounter with a 
sex kitten. I hope that I can call a few 
things to her attention without arousing 
further anger. 

Half a century after the battle of Ther­
mopylae, Greece was embroiled in civil 
war. So many young men were slaugh­
te re d that th e population dec lin e d 
markedly. 

Greek women- Spartan and Athenian 
alike- prevailed upon the civ il authori ­
ties to pass a law, with severe penalties 
for non-compliance, that all Gree k 
women mu st dress in public with one 
breast bare. 

This eventua ll y had the des ired effect 
of promoting more unions, but the most 
important thing about it is that it was the 
first time that the semi-nude female body 
was used in public adverti sing. And it 
was fo rced through th e legislature by 
feminist women! 

This is a matter of history and eas il y 
confirmed in hi story books and old draw­
ings of women ' s fashions. So, I don ' t 
rea lly think that a few words spoken in 
anger or consternati on will change th e 
course of human nature. 

And , as Theodore Reik observed, "It 's 
easy to see who the bottle-fed babies were." 

John Lawson 
Pi stolsmithing Editor 

American Handgunner 

Saturday Night Racist 
After reading of Maryland 's "Saturday 

Night Special" ban , I recalled that in my 
teenage years in Dallas, Texas, pi stols of 
this class were ca ll ed "East Dall as Spe­
cials" because they were used by poor 
black people in that area for both self­
defense and crime. 

At the same time a racist joke was cir­
culating that said blacks have eight days 
of the week: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
and Saturday Night. A local re porte r 
apparentl y picked up on this joke and 
changed the term for inexpensive pi stols 
to "Saturday Night Special." 

The Ultra-Dot Sight: 

Counterpoint 
Easy to Mount: the 1" tube and central 
adjustments allow use of any scope mounts. 

Lighter and more compact than the 
other "point" sights, the new Ultra-Dot 
Sight presents a superior point of view. 

The Ultra-Dot is the smallest and lightest sight 
Action Arms has ever offered. It's so compact that 
you'll wonder where the battery is. 

The Ultra-Dot has its battery pack incorpo­
rated into the small, click-adjustable brightness 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 

---- Compact: Click-adjustable brightness control 
holds the battery. 

- Lightweight: 
the whole sight 
weighs just 
4ouncesand 
is just over 
5 inches long. 

control. With no projecting battery pack, it mounts 
easily with standard 1" rings on virtually · any 
firearm. Write for the Action 
Arms full line catalog. 

Action Arms, Ltd. 
Dept. AHUD070 , P.O. Box 95 73 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
© 1989 Action Arms Ltd. 

action arms ltd. 
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Better 
Saf·T·Clacl 
than 
sorry. 
Kleen-Bore's Saf-T-Clad 
cleaning rods combine 
the strength of steel 
with a bonded nylon/ 
epoxy red coating to 
protect barrels from 
scraping and scarring. 

There's a one piece, 
33-inch Saf-T-Clad rod 
and a five section, 30" 
breakdown version 
in a reusable clamshell 
or the Saf-T-Clad 
Universal Cleaning Kit. 

Wherever quality 
Kleen-Bore gun care 
products are sold . 

Northampton, MA 01060 

This is the firs t time I heard thi s term 
and it had very raciall y biased meanings. 
I am surpri sed that the NAACP and other 
black organ izations have not heard of the 
term 's origin. 

I be li eve that if blacks in Ma ry land 
discovered the racist derivations of "Sat­
urday ight Special," there would be a 
rap id c hange of e lected pe rsonn e l in 
Mary land. 

Tull y Strong 
0 1mond Beach, Fla. 

1 Omm Giraffe 
I have been fo llowing the debate on 

the FBI I Omm pistol and load, and I have 
a question. Has anyone looked at the cur­
rent sidearm and its pro posed repl ace­
ment and noti ced a ce rta in s imil arity? 
And I don't mean that both are made by 
Smith & Wesson. 

In both cases the pistols are made in 
fa ir ly potent cali bers, yet issue ammuni ­
tion is not. The Bureau requires the .357 
Magnum service pistol to be loaded wi th 
.38 Special +P. The new I Omm autoload­
er will be carri ed with spec ially down­
loaded ammunition. 

When viewed in this li ght, would it be 
safe to ass um e that the Bureau has 
another cri teria for a sideann? That any 
issued pistol be able to handle ammuni­
t ion that is balli sti ca ll y more powerful 
than standard issue? 

Otherw ise, why buy a .357 Magnu m 
and shoot .38 Special? Why downgrade 
the lOmm Auto to lOmm Lite? 

The onl y answer I can see is that they 
want the capabili ty of more power avail­
ab le fo r the ir iss ue wea pon fo r those 
times when nothing else will do. I haven' t 
the fogg iest idea when th ose times are, 
but I hope the Bureau does . 

Meanwhile, li ke many a long suffering 
taxpayer, I hope that we don ' t get stuck 
with a giraffe. 

Michael S. Dowling 
Dalton, Mass . 

P.S . A giraffe is the result of a bureau­
crat ic committee 's attempt to des ign a 
cow. 

Miami Cop Blasts FBI 
I just fini shed reading the article The 

FBl's /Omm Lite and I applaud the person 
who wrote it for coming forth to expose the 
fac ts of the horrendous semi-automatic pis­
tol study published by the FBI last year. 

Being the Range Master of the Miami 
Police Department and hav ing converted 
to the Glock pistol and the 9mm round , I 
was called on the carpet to explain to my 
superiors how I could recommend a pistol 
that the FBI said was not much more than 
a Saturday ight Spec ial. 

The FBI test 's many inconsistencies 
and unex pl ained do uble-standards were 
ev ident in your art icle. This report is trul y 
below the FBl's usual superb standards. 

Truth And Gun Magazines 
Wow! I loved your article (Handgun 

Hunting by J.D. Jones , May/June 1990) 
on the S&W 625. I had come to believe 
that truth and gun magazines were mutu­
ally exclusive. 

Thanks for letting a little light and truth 
into the gun writing world. 

Frank J. Home 
Hartland, Wisc. 

'Gunner Guts 
J.D. Jones' articl e on a bum M-625 

and the "Walter Walsh" story on the FBI 
lOmm Lite (May/June) were, in a word, 
terrific . 

You guys have guts; you tell it like it 
is, and that 's why the 'Gunner is one of 
onl y two gun magazines I choose to let 
land in my mailbox (the other is the NRA 
Rifleman) . 

Chai Green 
Orland, Calif. 

Wheelbarrow To Walk 
Con grat ul a ti o ns! E nc losed is m y 

check for a subscripti on to American 
Handgunner. Any magazine with the guts 
to print the article by J.D. Jones in the 
May/June issue deserves my support. 

Don ' t ever let this guy get away, he 's a 
real gem. I've never met Mr. Jones- I 
can onl y ass ume he needs a wheelbarrow 
to walk around . 

Please keep the readers informed o f 
Smith & Wesson 's reaction to this article. 
At the present time, approximately 95% 
of the handguns I own are S&W 's and I 
have des igns on several more. 

I am go ing to hold off buying any 
more until I see whether S& W tri es to 
bring corporate pressure to bear by with­
holding adverti sing dollars. 

Inc identall y, I've never ex peri enced 
any of the nightmares that Mr. Jon es 
described . I ' ve been ex tremely pleased 
with all my S& W handguns. 

Earl F. Hawkes 
Pt. Mugu, Calif. 

Tell It Like It Is 
I read J.D. Jones article (on the S&W 

625) in the May/June issue. It 's about time! 
It's great to hear someone tell it like it is. 

Now, keep it up! 
Nick Dalio 

Bryan, Texas 

Love That 625 
I just fi ni shed reading J.D. Jones' arti­

cle on his saga with the Smith & Wesson 
625-2. Like he did , I purchased a Model 
625 from a di stributor at a gun show for 
a fraction over dealer cost. He ev identl y 
got a dud , but I sure didn ' t! 

My 625 has a .004" cylinder gap and it 
has no end-play and very little side play 
on the cylinder. Crane fit of my 625 is 
typical of any stainless S&W revolver. 

Sgt. Paul J. Palank 
Supervisor, Firearms Training 

Miami Police Department Continued on page 13 
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AN AMERICAN CIASSIC 
Now you can own the most spectacular version of the Ruger "Standard Model" 
ever created in a limited edition: the 40th Anniversary Commemorative Ruger! 

"The .22 Ruger Pistol 
represents the first 
overall improvement 
in automatic pistol 
design since the 
Browning patent of 
1905. For simplicity, 
strength and hand­

someness, it has no equal." 
1949 Ruger Advertisement 

A mericans have always been known for 
innovation in firearms. Sam Colt designed 
his Paterson. John Browning developed his 

Model 1900. And Bill Ruger created his Standard 
Model .22. Each represented a major milestone. 

In fact, the Ruger Standard Model set a new 
measure by which autoloading pistols of the world 
would be judged when, in 1949, it launched Sturm, 
Ruger & Co., Inc. into the gun business. Over the 
past forty years the Standard Model .22 has become 
one of the most famous handguns among civilian 
shooters, target competitors and even, in its si­
lenced form, Special Forces teams in Vietnam. 

Now, to mark the 40th Anniversary of this 
famous pistol and the founding of Sturm, Ruger & 
Co., Inc., The American Historical Foundation is 
proud to salute this classic American firearm-and 
the men and the company that made it famous. 

The design for this special Commemorative is 
based directly on the one-of-a-kind Ruger Serial 
No. 1,000,000 Standard Model, which earned na­
tional fame in 1979 when it was created to mark the 
company's 30th Anniversary-and which brought 
$27,200 at auction 10 years ago! 

Each Pistol in this limited edition features spe-

cial distinctions, as commissioned by The Ameri­
can Historical Foundation only for these guns. 

24-Karat Gold 
Nine components are mirror polished and plate<! 

with 24-Karat Gold for lasting beauty and value: 
the trigger, trigger pivot, hammer pivot, four grip 
screws, bolt handle, and bolt stop thumb piece. 
Additional 24-Karat Gold selectively plated in pre­
cise scroll work across the mirror-polished and blued 
receiver, barrel and front sight represents some of 
the most detailed handwork in plating ever done 
on a commemorative firearm. 

Red Medallion/Black Medallion 
Custom-made, 24-Karat Gold plated cloisonne 

medallions are inset in both grips. What is most un­
usual and highly symbolic is that the two medal­
lions are different. The right grip medallion is red, 
recalling the early days of the company and Alex 
Sturm who Bill Ruger memorialized by changing 
the red medallion to black, when his friend and 
partner passed away in 1951. The medallion in the 
left grip is black, symbolic of the company today. 

Even the grips are special, custom made of ivory 
combined with polymers for split resistance. 

Limited Edition: Only 950 
This edition is strictly limited to only 950, 

worldwide, to assure rarity and collector value. 
Each bears a special collector edition serial number 
between 1 and 950 with the prefix "40th," and this 
number is also inscribed on the Certificate of 
Authenticity which accompanies each Pistol. Serial 
No. 1 is being presented to the Ruger Collectors' 
Association, Inc. 

Each Commemorative Ruger fires .22 LR am­
munition, and a 10-round magazine is supplied. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
This is available exclusively from The Ameri­

can Historical Foundation. Place your reservation 
with a deposit of only $95. Call Toll Free (800) 368-
8080 or write. When you reserve, you will be made 

© AHF 1990 

To safely display your Commemorative, a custom­
designed A merican Walnut Display Case, lined in crim­
son velvet, is available. The locking glass lid protects 
your investment from dust and unautlrori zed /rand ling. 
Suitable for w all mount, sire//, or table top display, tlris 
Display Case measures 15" x 9" x 3". 

a Member of the Foundation. Satisfaction is guar­
anteed or return within 30 days for a full refund. If 
you do not have a Federal Firearms License, we will 
coordinate delivery with you through your local 
firearms dealer after we receive your reservation 
here. If you have an FFL, send a signed copy and 
your Ruger will be delivered directly to you. An 
FFL is not needed at the time you reserve. 

Due to the low edition limit---only 950--prompt 
response is suggested to avoid disappointment for 
this important American firearm. 

:------------iEsiiV'A'i10-;;-----------------
: Please respond by 31 August 1990 

1 Satisfaction G uaranteed or Return in 30 Days fo r Full Refund 
f To: The American Historica l Foundation 
: 1142 West G race Street, Dept. H l48 

1 Richmond, Virginia 23220 
I Te lephone: (804) 353-1812 
: TOLL FREE: (800) 368-8080 
r Yes, I \vish to reserve the fi ri ng, 40th Anniversary Com-
t memorative Ruger with nine 24-Karat Gold pla ted p<irts and 
1 selective gold pla ting. I will a lso receive a Certi fica te of Au-

thenticity and membership in the Founda tion. Satisfaction 
guara nteed. Persona lized engraving ava ilable (see below). 
D My d eposit (o r credit card a uthoriza tion) of$95 per Pistol is 

enclosed. Please D cha rge or D invoice the balance d ue 
D in fi ve equa l mon th ly payments of $180. D in fu ll. 

D Please also send the optional American Walnut Display 
Case add ing $ 149 to the fi nal payment selected. 

0 My payment in full is enclosed ($995 per Pis tol; Display 
Case add $149). 

D Also, please personalize my Pistol, engrav- 1 I I 
ing my three initia ls in the right grip for$ 19: 

Name.. . .. ....... . . 

Address .......... , • • , . . . . . •. , . . . . . • . . . . 
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All1rl111 Hai 11111r? 

'/: I . 

r-1 PUFlll of an American Handgunner: I 1 
I Name * Address I 

City State __ Zip _ __ _ 

I Age __ Occupation * Phone 

Answer the following questions on a separate piece of I 
paper and return them with your picture. 

I 1. Favorite handgunning activities, interests or story: 
2. Why I read American Handgunner: I 

I I understand that my photo and the information I have included may 
be used to promote American Handgunner magazine. I 
Signature: Date: ____ _ 

I * Your address and phone number WILL NOT BE included in your I 
profile if used, but please include them so we can reach you for 
further comment. 

I Send this completed form and a color photo of yourself 
to Handgunner P.O. Box 16439 San Diego, CA 92116. J --------

l 1LU- Llttltl!LLC.l ~'ilttLtlL L~ l!LLL 
~~u-Lu ltl~u- lu l~Ll! ~( ~dw.l LutLla.~~ 
\'l!U ttll fU.LLU-tlltttLL ltt!.LLU~Ll.LLLLU-L·L 
~ ~ 

•Do you hunt with a handgun? 
How does American Handgunner 
help you pick the guns and gear for 
your handgunning adventures? 

• Are you a competition shooter, 
self defense specialist or 
handloader? What tips and 
techniques from American 
Handgunner do you use for better 
results? 

• Is target shooting a favorite 
way to unwind? How does 
American Handgunner help you 
g~t the most out of handgunning? 

Your story might be one of 
several shared with America's 
handgunners in a future issue of 
American Handgunner Magazine. 

Just tell us what makes you an 
American handgunner. Share a 
favorite shooting story, interest or 
activity, include a picture and tell us 
how American Handgunner helps 
you enjoy handgunning more. 

Are you an 
American Handgunner? 

If you're not an American 
Handgunner now, you can be by 
reading American Handgunner 
regularly. America's handgunners rely 
on it for the first word on handguns and 
shooting news. It's America's first and 
best handgun magazine. Use the 
enclosed card to start your subscription 
or write to Handgunner P 0. Box 
16439, San Diego, CA 92116. 



The Western Heritage Museum 
C/o The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 
Please enter my application for The Legends of 
the Old West Sculptured Knife Collection. I need 
send no payment now. I will receive one Western 
knife every three months, and will be billed for 
each knife in three equal monthly installments 
of $30.*, the first due prior to shipment. 

SIGNATURE 

"Plus my state sales ta.rand $3. per htife 
for shippi11g and handling. 

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR/MRS/MISS 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

PlEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

12206-24 



SOMEDAY ALL HANDGUNS 
WILL BE THIS GOOD. 

While other companies were improving upon the technology of 
the past, GLOCK was busy perfecting the technology needed for 

the 21st Century. 

Polymer technology. 

You can see it in the complete line of GLOCK 9mm, semi-automatic 
pistols. Hailed by police and sportsmen alike, these remarkable hand­

guns fire even the most advanced ammunition with unfailing accuracy. 

Find out for yourself what makes the GLOCK so good. And why it's been 
setting new standards for simplicity, reliability, cost effectiveness and safety. 

Contact your nearest dealer for a free GLOCK brochure. Or write or call 
GLOCK, INC. today. . 

GLOC~®INC. 
P.O . Box 369 • Smyrna, Georgia 30081 • (404) 432-1202 

Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD • Fax: (404) 433-8719 



Continued from page 8 

Firing my 625 over the sandbags at 25 
yards, I was very pleased with the results. 
The first group of five shots was 21/z" 
with a flyer from four shots at Ji/•". I was 
using WW match hardball. 

I had no problem with the half-moon 
clips and I even fired one cylinderful 
without the clips. No "snaps"! From then 
on for some 100 rounds, my groups ran 
from 1/s" to J 1/4' with iron sights. I just 
wanted to share with him my experiences 
with the Model 625. 

Teddy Buff 
Valdese, NC 

Over-The-Counter 
A very sincere thank you for your (tell 

it the way it really is) article "Saga of a 
.45 ACP Revolver." It's about time a gun 
scribe wrote about the product we pur­
chase over-the-counter instead of the 
slicked-up versions they receive direct 
from the manufacturer. 

I also experienced the S&W 625 frus­
tration, not to mention the cylinder scor­
ing on a factory-fresh , out-of-the-box 
Model 29 Classic Hunter. Then there's 
the failure to feed and function problem 
with a 745 and the cylinder binding prob­
lems with a 686. 

Funny how these problems failed to 
surface while being tested by very knowl­
edgeable gunwriters. 

I sincerely hope you will continue 
writing about products purchased over­
the-counter. Maybe Smith & Wesson (and 
Colt) will get the message. If not, Taurus 
and Beretta will be laughing all the way 
to the bank. 

Jeff Stanley 
Montpelier, Vt. 

S&W Responds 
You can probably imagine how con­

cerned we were here at Smith & Wesson 
when we read J.D. Jones' saga of his 
Model 625-2 in the May/June issue of 
American Handgunner ("Saga of a .45 
ACP Revolver and How S&W Just 
Couldn't Fix It.") 

We were especially disconcerted to 
read that a revolver to which we've had 
such positive response should have 
caused Mr. Jones so many problems, 
problems our Service Department- fre­
quently cited as exemplary by both press 
and consumers- could not seem to cor­
rect to his satisfaction. 

As our Lifetime Service Policy 
affirms, we stand behind our products 
and service. Typically our handguns 
leave the factory free of the flaws Mr. 
Jones encountered- and with no need 
to return. 

So we are particularly upset when any 
customer of ours has problems with one 
of our products, and can only do our best 
to rectify them. 

Equally, we're aware that occasionally 
our Service Department exceeds its nor-

ma! ten-day turnaround on routine 
repairs, as it did in Mr. Jones' case. It 
happens, as it happens to every company 
sooner or later- but there's no excuse. 

Beyond that point, however, Mr. Jones 
is basing his displeasure with the Model 
625-2, Smith & Wesson in general and­
apparently- the rest of the industry press 
on an incorrect assumption. 

The assumption is that the 625-2 was 
designed to headspace on the case mouth 
rather than on full- or half-moon clips. It 
was not, as he was told explicitly in his first 
conversation with John Mack, our Product 
Service, Sales and Repair Manager. 

Ironically, he could have learned the 
same thing had he read the cover story, 
"Stainless Thunder," in the November/ 
December issue of American Handgunner. 

A thorough look at the background of 
the .45 revolver coupled with an exhaus­
tive test by the meticulous John Taffin, 
this article left no room for doubt on the 
question of the need for moon clips­
although Mr. Taffin 's conclusions about 
the value of the 625-2 were considerably 
different from Mr. Jones'. 

Mr. Taffin also recognizes that the seri­
ous modem shooter appreciates the loading 
speed that moon clips afford, and has little 
patience with the "nuisance" of picking 
fired ACP brass out of the chambers a case 
at a time. It was our recognition of the 
desire of our customers for this conve­
nience that led us to design and build the 

625-2 specifically for use with clips. 
It's simply unfortunate that Mr. Jones 

didn't make the effort to ascertain what 
our specifications for this revolver actu­
ally are before criticizing us for not 
"correcting" them to specifications that 
date from the immediate post-World 
War II era. 

I'm afraid I can't help but wonder 
whether he had a similar experience with 
the manufacturer of his last automobile 
when he found there was no place to 
insert the crank. 

Manufacturing techniques and product 
designs, for better and worse, do, 
inevitably, change over time. We at S&W 
have a considerable body of evidence 
upon which to base our belief that the 
technological advances in the last few 
years have been for the better. 

Finally, although it seems out of con­
text here as it did in Mr. Jones ' column, I 
feel I must address Mr. Jones' concerns 
about "skipping" in the Model 29 series. 

Fact is, "powers that be" woke up well 
over a year ago to the fact that the Model 
29 needed to be updated to meet current 
customers' needs, although it seems 
unlikely we'll be converting it to a real 
single-shot "hand cannon." 

The steps we've taken- and will be 
taking in the future- are detailed in the 
September, 1989, issue of Shooting Times. 

Of course, we would have been 
pleased to discuss them in depth with Mr. 

--fiiwems---
GUN SIGHT COMPANY 

YOU'LL SEE RIGHT THROUGH US. 
You'll Also See The Williams Scope Mount For Handguns That's: 

EASY TO INSTALL 
Requires rw drilling 
or tapping. 

TIGHT TO THE GUN 
Fits 36(f around baml 

STRONG 
Made from lightweight high­
strength aircraft aluminum. 

-·~ 
and secured by "lug" that seats 
into the gun's rear sight groove. 

-=~ 
Williams Handgun Scope Mounts Will Accept All One-Inch 

Diameter Tube Scopes, Including Aimpoint! 

See Your Dealer Or Call 1·800-542-3753 
THE NEW WILLIAMS STREAMLINE TOP MOUNT NOW AVAILABLE' WILLIAMS BLUE BOOK 

FOR THE TC CONTENDER OF GUN DEALING NEW FOR 1990 
So11d Rmg·Base Construction allovis no movement between Wholesale gun prices 

the ring and base The TC Mount uses ex1st1ng holes 511 .95 
arc requires no add1t1onal drilling or tapping Plus ::il -::i postage 6. ranaling ',11cr1gan res cer•s aoc 4 !ax 

7389 LAPEER RD. • P.O. BOX 329 •DAVISON, Ml 48423 • (313) 742-2120 
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Jones- had he asked . 
We at Smith & Wesson can onl y regret 

that a writer of J.D. Jones ' reputation has 
taken the occasion o f a sing le bad experi ­
ence with our company to call into ques­
tion our entire product line, the attitude of 
our e mpl oyees , a nd th e c redibility o f 
every other writer in the industry. 

l hope thi s letter will serve to c larify 
the majority of the issues he has rai sed . 

Chri stopher J. Killoy 
Director of Marketing 

Smith & Wesson 

Six Second El Prez 
l enjoyed the Insights Into I PSC col­

umn in yo ur May/June iss ue. Poss ibl y 
some pas t statements have been mi sun­
derstood or mi squoted , so in the interest 
o f hi s to ri ca l acc uracy, I th o ug ht a fe w 
comments were in order. 

First, no one bought me a " warehouse 
full " o f ammunition for s hoo tin g El 
Presidente's or any other purpose. In fact, 
the sum total o f ammunition not bought 
by myself was three cases in my e ntire 
competiti ve career. one from Steve Hor­
nady to win the world champi onship in 
198 I and two others from Federal. 

Tha t was still in th e good o ld days 
when I hunted coyotes and worked in the 
o il fie ld just to buy primers, powder and 
lead . Rest assured any factory ammuni­
tion that passed through my hand s went 
to a hi gher deed than El Presidente. 

As for the El Prez itself, T considered 
s ix seconds m y pa r tim e , ho ldin g no t 
more than I 0 po ints down. I shot the drill 
occasionally as a yardstick. If I fe ll be low 
my standard, it was time to practice some 
basics aga in . 

When I pushed it , mid- to low- fi ve 's 
were poss ible. I suspect l still have s ix 
seconds in me today and I haven ' t tried 

fo r six years! 
I was , o f course, o ne of th e s lower 

shoo te rs wh e n ultima te speed was the 
question . l only managed to win by being 
too bull headed to lose. There were men at 
that time (pre-1 983) who regularly got into 
the four 's, and there were rumblings of sub­
four second runs, but I did not see them. 

Remember, lots of us were still shooting 
pi stols with apprec iable recoil and horse­
power, too. Mr. Anderson must have been 
absent I 0 years ago wh e n th e I ikes of 
Campbell , Von Sorgenfrei, Plaxco and a fel­
low named Leatham turned on the speed. 

Not to take anything away from today 's 
speed demons and pistols almost perfectly 
suited to the task, but it seems we shouldn 't 
make the TPSC teams o f 198 1 and 1983 
seem like s lugs. There were people nine 
and I 0 years ago who could push almost 
anythin g be ing do ne today. If you look 
around, some of them are still here and still 
a threat in any match. 

Ross Seyfried 
Roggen, Colo. 

Editor's Note: Th e commellfs in ques­
tion are direct quotations from Col. Jeff 
Cooper who was the president of IPSC 
then. Any errors of.fact in this regard are 
Col. Cooper's, not Dave Anderson's. 

Rugerist Overtones 
I realize J.D. Jones ' column is primar­

il y a bo ut huntin g , but 1 found th e 
Rugeri st overtones di sturbing. E veryone 
sho uld be a bl e to rec ite th e Ru ge ri s t 
litany by now: 

I) Only Bill Ruger or his safari buddies 
will decide what firearms we will own. 

2) If Bill doesn ' t ma ke it , we don ' t 
need it. 

3) Fi ve rounds in rifles, 15 in pistoi s. 
(Repeat three times.) 

4) Those who dare to di sag ree with 

MILLER~ CUSTOM 

Specializing in the design and fabrication 
of Smith and Wesson revolvers for competition, hunting, duty/defense. 

KENT MILLER. 210 EAST JULIA • CLINTON, ILLINOIS61727 • (217) 935-9362 

Bill will be branded as " irresponsible ." 
J.D. states that he can 't see any use fo r 

service-grade handguns. The only useful 
guns must be capable of I 1fi" at 25 yards. 
Maybe for hunting, but l don ' t hunt with 
a handgun. 

For me, handguns are for recreatio n 
and defen se. I'm not ashamed to say that 
I can ' t shoot a handg un , un suppo rted , 
into less than 2" at 25 yards . 

Just for the record , I don ' t see much 
use for the .50 caliber blackpowder hand­
gun that J .D . was so proud of. But I ' m 
not going to suggest that he should not 
own it. Maybe I'm just too tolerant. 

John Miller 
Hubbard, Ore. 

Respected Plastic 
I was di sappointed to read Cameron 

Hopkin s' comme nt s on the Ram -Line 
Syn-Tech .22 pi s to l in th e M ay/Jun e 
Industry Insider column. His opinion is 
his own and he is certainly entitled to it , 
but he should get hi s fac ts straight. 

First, he refers to the pistol tw ice as 
" all-pl as tic ." If he had read the compa­
ny's literature, he would have known that 
the barre l liner, bolt, receiver and several 
internal parts are steel or aluminum. 

Second, he refers to it as a "gooey glob 
of molten plastic that 's poured into a mold 
in the shape of a gun." The polymer pieces 
are inj ectio n molded , which is a muc h 
more complicated and precise process. 

Third , he says that the gun is made out 
of the "same stu ff as Hefty bag. " Hefty 
bags are made out of linear lo w density 
poly-e th y le ne (LLDPE). The po lyme r 
used in the Ram-Line pistol is glass- re in­
forced polycarbonate, a very strong and 
respected material in the plastics industry. 

Mike Knepley 
Evergreen, Colo. 

Ugly Is As Ugly Does 
I just fini shed reading your Industry 

Insider in your May/June issue. Thank you 
for mentioning our new Syn-Tech pistol. 

And contrary to what you were allud­
ing to about its looks, it 's not reall y so 
ugly as it is, we ll , different. It just takes 
awhile to get used to it. 

I'm a traditionalist al so , but the first 
time I he ld the prototype, I changed my 
mind. Well-balanced and light, it 's a com­
pletely different feel. 

Heather Petrone 
Ram-Line, Inc . 

Golden, Colo. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER WELCOMES letters 
to the editor of no more than 350 words. Letters 
must include the writer 's full name and address. 
Letters must be signed by the writer. Typewritten 
letters are preferred , but legible handwriting is 
acceptable . Send your letters to Speak Out , 
American Handgunner, 591 Camino de la Reina, 
Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 
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One Good Shot? 
One Choice. 

THE CONTENDER® 
Let 's face it , a whole hunting season can sometimes come down to 

"one good shot ." When that opportunity arises, you need a handgun 
that is designed to do the job ... one that handles hard hitting cartridges, 
with · 'Minute of Angle ' ' accuracy. 

Whether its varmint hunting with flat shooting cartridges like the 223 
Rem. , or anchoring big game at ranges out to 200 yards with the 7-30 Waters, 
you need the serious performance that only a Contender can give. 

The TIC Contender is chambered for 19 cartridges; from 22 LR to 45/70 
Gov't , including a .410 bore shotshell . It can handle conventional big bore 
handgun cartridges such as the 44 Mag. with the same ease it handles proven 
deer cartridges like the 30/30 or 35 Rem. 

Instant barrel interchangeability allows you to tailor your Contender 
for a multitude of game by merely selecting the appropriate barrel/caliber 
combination. And , all T/C Contender barrels are driiled and tapped for 
easy scope mounting. 

From shooting prairie dogs or coyotes in the spring, to knocking down 
a Whitetail in the fall , the Contender does it all. They don't come any 
more versatile than that . 

The closed breech design of 
the Contender and instant 
barrel interchangeability 
make it the finest 
and most versatile 
hunting handgun 

14" Bull Barrel w/forend 

16 \4 ' · Tupered Barrel w/ for end 

160 lb. !dressed weight! Whitetail taken by Bill Aurand 
in central Pennsylvania. Tbe 10 pt . buck was shot at 55 
yds. with a 35 cal. TI C Contender. It scored 140 618 
B&C points. 

Bruce E. Neva with a 200 lb. (dressed weight! Whitetail 
taken in Steele County. N. D. Bruce shot the deer at 100 
yds . with a TIC Contender. 

Write for our 
free catalog. 

P.O. BOX 5002, DEPT. AH7 
FARMINGTON ROAD 
ROCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03867 



HANDLOADING 
FRANK JAMES 

INNOVATIVE NEW PRODUCTS FROM 
DILLON EASE HANDLOADING CHORES 

I 
t really doesn't matter how much 
money you have and you may pos­
sess all the toys in the world, but 
you still can't go out and buy the 

time necessary to enjoy them. 
Given unlimited resources, you can 

buy one of every gun in existence. You 
can purchase holsters, electronic timers, 
all the training aids available, even truck 
loads of ammunition, but you can ' t buy 
the time required to learn to shoot well. 

Most of us, however, don't have much 
money and time is still in very short sup­
ply. Dillon Precision Products, Inc. has 
recognized this simple fact of life for 
shooters better than any other manufac­
turer in the shooting industry. You can't 
buy time, but the net result from using a 
Dillon product or reloader is the same­
more free time to go shoot! 

The fine folks in Scottsdale who 
worked so valiantly to protect our rights 
to own semi-automatic rifles just intro-

duced a new item that is extremely time­
saving, the Dillon Case-Media Separator. 

I like to polish all of my brass for a 
number of worthy reasons. Clean brass 
doesn ' t wear the dies as rapid I y as dirty 
brass. Clean brass is easier to crimp cor­
rectly. Clean brass builds a reloaded 
round that chambers easier and is more 
reliable in terms of functioning the gun. 

But clean brass just plain looks better 
and is probably the single biggest reason 
why I try and polish to a brilliant finish 
every round I reload. 

There are a number of good case pol­
ishers available on the market today from 
a wide variety of reloading manufactur­
ers, but by and large they ignore the prob­
lems that arise after the brass has been 
polished. How do you quickly and clean­
ly separate the brass from the media? 

For years I have used a wide mesh 
wire screen over a deep-bowl rubber tub 
and poured the contents over the screen. 

This allows most of the media to pour 
through the screen and is captured in the 
tub underneath , but you still have to 
empty each individual case laying on the 
screen of the media trapped inside. 

This is a time consuming job. It is also 
messy because I use a corn cob media 
that has been mixed with a red polishing 
rouge compound and it turns my hands 
and clothes to the color of a red-oxide. 
(You can guess this is a job that is high on 
my list of things I like to do.) 

The Dillon Case-Media Separator 
eliminates all that mess and completes the 
job in the time it takes to turn a crank. It 
is a simple idea and one that works so 
well you wonder why it took this long for 
someone to build it. It is available facto­
ry-direct for $44.95 from Dillon Precision 
Products, Inc. and worth the price- after 
all, time is not cheap. 

Cartridge Counter 
Another simple idea from Dillon that 

is long overdue is the Cartridge Counter. 
This is an actuator-operated counter that 
mounts on the crimp die and counts the 
number of rounds reloaded. 

I used to keep meticulous records of 
every round I reloaded on my single sta­
tion press, including a reference to not 
only the powder charge, type of primer 
and projectile, but also the brand of case 
reloaded and the number of times each 

Continued on page 96 

Select a Burris handguJl scope, 
and you're in pretty goOd company. 

16 

Competitive shooters can't 
afford to use second-rate 
equipment. From their 
modified, customized 
handguns to their shooting 
glasses to their scopes. 
Competitive shooters rely on 
quality products to get the 
best performance from the 
skills they have. That's why 
competitive shooters choose 
Burris handgun scopes. 
More than half of the scopes 
used in the 1986 and 1987 
Bianchi Cup and the 1987 
Masters competition were 
Burris handgun scopes. 
In 1989, a Burris scope was 
used to win the Bianchi Cup. 
Of the top 8 handgun 
shooters in the Masters 
competition, 5 use Burris 
handgun scopes ... just like 
the ones you can buy. Burris 
optics deliver a crisp, bright 
sight picture and can 

~/Scopes and Mounts 
Rugged and Reliable To Keep You on Target 

~ 2 3 

Shown above is the 5X LER P.A. and the 1 X LER Burris 
handgun scopes mounted with the NEW Burris No-Drill, 
No-Tap handgun mounts. 

withstand even the most 
violent magnum recoil, time 
and time again. And our 
selection is so vast you may 
have a hard time choosing 
the one you like best. .. 
All Burris scopes are 100% 
made in the U.S.A., and are 
backed by our lifetime 
warranty. 
Burris makes more handgun 
scopes than anyone in the 
world. When you buy a 
Burris scope, you're in pretty 
good company. 
For a complete catalog, send 
$1.00 to: Burris Company, 
P.O. Box 1747, Dept.82, 
Greeley, CO 80632. 

C Copyright 1990, Burris Company, Inc. 
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presents 

THE STEEL CHALLENGE 
1990 Wor1d Speed Shooting Championships 
See the exciting action of the 10 year anniversary of the fastest pistol shooting 
event in the wor1d. The STEEL CHALLENGE is without a doubt one of the most 
exciting pistol matches held. Watch in amazement as the fastest shooters in the 
wor1d draw and shoot up to five steel plates in less than three seconds!! Ten dif· 
ferent courses of fire featuring the greatest names in speed shooting •. Rob 
Leatham, Angelo Spagnoli, Brian Enos. Jerry Barnhart. Shir1ey Hamilton. and 
the Speed Sensation from the Phillipines. Jethro Dionisio!! 

MORE EXCITING VIDEOS 
Ant~Te1TOrism We.pons& T•ctics . . .. $39.95 End of Trail . . ....... ..... .......... $49.95 
N•vy Se•ls ...... . . .. . . ... . ........ $39.95 NRA B.i•nchi Cup ... ... ... . .. . . . ... $49.95 
Sw•t T•ctics ..... . ............. . .. $59.95 Steel Ch•ll•nge . . . ................. $49.95 
Conceoled We•pons & Holsters .. .. $49.95 SOF 3-Gun ShooVCon..,ntion . . . ... $39.95 

... P•int B•ll We•pons & T•ctics . .... . . $49.95 Second Ch•nce Comb•! Shoot ...... $49.95 

... 
Wom•n's Guide To IPSC ........... $49.95 B•sics To Bullseye w/John Pride .... $39.95 
Self-Defense for Women .... ... . . . . $49.95 Riffe Shooting Techniques ... . ..... . $39.95 

60 Minutes 

$49.95 
ORDER 
NOW!! 

~800-942-TAPE 
-m1~1n CA (619) 569-4000 \ · j 
- BUY 3GET1 FREE! VISA 

1'800-942-TAPE 
In CA (619) 569-4000 

Please send me the following videos: 

W Met•IWc C.rtridge Reio.ding .. . . . .. $49.95 How To Shotpen vo .. Knife ........ $39.95 Pl"ease include $3 .00 shipping and handling. 
Millet Sights How To .......... . ... $39.95 .45 Auto Pistol Video M•nuol. .... . . $39.95 
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SILHOUETTE ARMS 
CUSTOM 45 SHOP, INC. 

CO MPG UN COMPENSATOR 
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STARTING AT 38 SUPER/45 ACP 
$1,895.00 $185.00 

1050 LOVELY WAY 
N. FORT MYERS, FL 33903 

(813) 656-2639 

i\VER 

ACCESSORIES 

EXTENDED SAFETY 
Positive safety operatJOn with no more 
"fumbles" Rounded corners eliminate 
snagging on hOlstefS or dOlh1ng Simple 
1ns1a1a11on 

$40.95 

AMBIDEXTROUS COMBAT 
SAFETY 
Now nght or left hand salary operatlOO 
fOf the Hi·Power. Excluswe design w~I 
positJYely Iii and work Praclicalty 
indestructable and guaranleed against 
breakage 

$75.95 

liiiili-==::-i WIDE TRIGGER 

COMBAT MAGAZINE 
RELEASE 
Sculptured magazlf'l8 release will not 
snag or release accidentally Designed 
for Brownmg H1·Power and Colt autos. 
Easy kl instal, 1us1 dnM and tap one 

holo. 

$21 .95 

Reduces felt trigger pull lor bener 
control . Exduswe design is belier than 
a tnggCf" shoe. will not snag holster on 
draworinserl100. Smipleinstalal100, 
also eliminates magazine safety 

$40.95 

COMMANDER STYLE 
HAMMER 
Combines the best reatures ol all pas! 
and presen1 Browmng hammets in a 
fully machined, heat treated hammer. 
Short spur design wiM not blle web OI 
hand and is less prone 10 snag When 
lflStalled with our spnng kll, will reduce 
trigger pull. Must be lined by a 

=====----==i OOl'T"lpelentgunsmith S4S.QS 

EXTENDED SLIDE RELEASE 
Release slide without shilt1ng gnp, 
speeds reloading when you "run dry'" 
Specialty designed tor the H1-Powe1, 
simpty1eplaces standard retoase 

$52.95 

PLEASE NOTE ... 

STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGAZINE 
Genurne sta111less steel magazine with 
food lips ClJStom reshaped to feed 
properly 

$34.95 

All prices are tor blued parts, stainless finish is ava~able al $ 10 extra pe1 part 

Extensive combat modifications are available! Please 
send $3 ($6 outside USA) for our complete catalog. 

TO ORDER 
Send Money Ordef or Cashier 's Check only MasterCardNisa orders wek:omed, 
please supply complete card lfllormatoo iocludtng exp1ahon date Sorry. no COO 
orders PhOne orders accepted for cred•I cards onty All oroers please add $3.50 
lor UPS 1n lhe conlJOe(llal US Alaska, Hawaii and Canada. please add S6 00 pe1 
ordel. Please lurrnsh streel address k>r delivery. 
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CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph .: (402) 721-4277 

INSIGHl'S INl'O IPSC 
DAVE ANDERSON 

COMBAT PISTOL ACCESSORY MARKET 
KEEPS IMPROVING AND GROWING 

M 
anufacturers keep coming 
up with neat new products 
of interest to IPSC and 
action shooters. 

Ed Brown Products 
With the announcement of a factory 

shooting team and custom gun perfor­
mance shop, Smith & Wesson is going 
after a bigger share of the compet ition 
market. One of the first off the mark with 
accessories for S&W autos is Ed Brown, 
who makes an extended stainless steel 
slide stop for several models- the 5904, 
6904, 3906, 5906, 4006, and I 006. 

An ambidextrous safety for the same 
models is available this year. Brown also 
has an oversize thumblatch for K, L, and 
N frame revolvers that should speed 
reloads for IPSC and bowling pin shoot­
ers who use wheelguns. 

Brown keeps adding to his lin e of 
high-quality parts for the 19 11 pistol as 
well , most recently adding oversize 
thumb safeties in both ambidextrous and 
left-side only models, both blue and 
stainless . The safety is wide enough to 
serve as a thumb rest, made with a com­
pound curve to match the shape of the 
thumb. For a current price list write Ed 
Brown Products, Dept. AH, Route 2, Box 
2922, Perry, MO 63462. 

New Wilson Products 
Wilson's Gun Shop is one of the 

biggest distributors of handgun parts and 
accessories. Their 57-page full color cata­
logue ($3, refundable on first order), 
shows hundreds of items of interest to 
handgunners . 

Some of the new products include two 
sty les of ballistic nylon equipment bags; 
and ultra-light match trigger (which is 
lighter than the popular Wilson Match 
model); a high-grip beavertail grip safety, 
a Commander-sty le hammer, ·and dual­
port compensator kits in both .45 ACP 
and ramped .38 Super. The address is 
Route 3, P.O. Box 578, Dept. AH, 

Berryville, AR 726 16-0578. 

King's Gun Works 
Need a set of custom grips, a thumb­

guard, and a magazine loading chute for 
your 1911 pistol? King 's Gun Works 
(1837 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Dept. AH, 
Glendale, CA 9 1201) makes an accessory 

--~ 

that does all three jobs. Called the "Speed 
Grip," the left side panel incorporates a 
thumb guard that prevents rubbing the 
slide for those who carry the thumb on 
the safety while shooting, while the bot­
toms of the two panels are shaped to form 
a mag loading chute. 

Suggested list price as this is written is 
$49.95, which is much less than you 
would pay for all three items individually. 
King 's make and distribute a full range of 
parts for the 19 11 pistol; their 130 page 
catalogue costs $2.50. 

Prolix Lube 
One of the most useful cleaner/lubri­

cant/preservative products 1 've found is 
called "Prolix ." The makers say it con­
tains no petroleum, teflon, graphite, si li­
cone, or greases. They don't say what it 
does contain, but whatever it is, it works 
very well. 

From the bottle, Prolix is a clear blue 
liquid, but the liquid is only a carrier to 
distribute the lubricant even ly . Once 
that's done, it evaporates, leaving the sur­
face dry. The makers claim that Prolix 
flows away oi l and grime, and bonds with 
the pores of the metal to form a protective 
skin that wi ll not flash or burn off, and 
will lubricate over a temperature range of 
-80° to +460° F. 

While I can ' t s ub stan tiate those 
claims, I found that in extended strings of 
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BERGMANN - WILLIAMS 
•HIGHEST QUALITY 
• FAST DELIVERY TIMES 
•DOUBLE & SINGLE PORTS 
•BASIC TO FULL HOUSE IPSC 
•COMP KITS ALSO AVAILABLE 
• EACH GUN CUSTOM DESIGNED TO 

YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Call or Write for Details 

2450 Losee Road I Suite F 
N. Las Vegas, NV 89030 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED! 

EE~ 
(702) 642-1091 

CUSTOM HANDGUNS 

• Guaranteed 17% recoil 
reduction 

• Faster shot to shot recovery 
• Thick tapered hand-filling 

grips 

• ~/:/}/jn magazine loading 

• Milled for ambidexterous 
safety 

• Simple screw on installation 

New improved Advantage Grip System with enlarged magazine loading chute. 
Complete with checkered walnut stocks and steel bushing grip mserts installed. 
Fits Colt Gov't. Model 1911 A 1 and all currently manufactured copies. 
· SSS.00 · Add SA.OD postage and handling.• CA residents add 6112% sales tax. 
• Dealer inquires invited. • Write for brochure and mathematical calcu lations that 
prove the recoi l reduction. • Call for C.0 .0 . orders. 

Jack C!!~~~~~Ya!~~ A1.4l!.entaqe 
P.O. BOX 828, WHITTIER, CA 90608 (213) 695-4134 

LEARN COMBAT SHOOTING FROM J. MICHAEL PLAXCO 

Please Check One: 

"AT THE BEEP" 
Learn the skills required for Practical Shoot­

ing with this two tape set. (total running time --
2-1/2 hours.) 

World Champion J. Michael Plaxco teaches 
you the secrets that have made him one of the 
World 's best and most consistent shooters. No 
longer wi ll you go to the range to practice and 
wonder what you need to work on. These videos 
will give you the guide lines to become a Cham­
pion Shooter. 

Two Volume Set: $69.95 - plus $4.05 shipping and 
handling Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

0 Check/Mo $74.00 0 Mastercard 

Please Print: 

0 VISA 0 UP.S. C.O.D. U.S. DOLLARS ONLY 

Cardholder Name ------------------ -------
Name _______________ ____________ _ _ 

Account Number----- --------------------
Expiration Date ___ _ 

Street Address ________________ _ 

City _________ _ State Zip ___ _ 

Phone (Home) _____ _ (Work) _____ _ 

To Order "At The Beep" by Phone 
Call J. Michael Plaxco's (501 ) 868-9787 

21621 Roland Cut-off Road • Roland , Arkansas 72135 

rapid fire, when my .38 Super got much 
100 hot to touch the barrel , the Prolix kept 
on prov iding proper lubrication . Also. the 
gun seemed to stay c lean much longer 
than I was used to , and was eas ie r to 
c lean when it did get dirty. The Prolix 
seems to give such a slick finish that dirt 
doesn ' t want to stick to it. 

Prolix's dry lubricating qualities make 
it outstanding for use with progress ive 
loading machines . All progressives work 
better wilh a touch of lubricant, but oi l 
isn ' t such a hot idea fo r this purpose. For 
one thing, it can contaminate primers, and 
for another it combines with spilled pow­
de r and debris from spent prim ers to 
make an abrasive paste. 

I di sassembled my Dillon 550, cleaned 
and lubed it with Prolix , and after 
reasse mbl y found it worked more 
smooth ly and with less effort than ever 
before. And, I could load twice as many 
rounds as befo re without the need for 
cleaning! 

Proli x w ill not affect wood or any 
metal finishes, but the makers warn that 
some types of pl astics may be affected. so 
test on a small area before use. Remem­
ber th at before using it on your G lock: 
while 83% of the Glock pistol is metal , 
I ' d rea ll y hate to dissolve the 17% that 
isn ' t. Check with your dealer for Prolix, 
or write MP Research , Inc., P.O. Box 
1348, Dept. AH, Victorville, CA 92392. 

JPR Custom Comp 
At the 1990 SHOT Show, a business 

called JPR Custom (24715 Lynn Circle, 
Dept. AH, Hemet, CA) displayed ex pan­
sion-chamber designed compensators for 
the Beretta 92F and Glock 17/ 19 pistols. 

These comps use the gun 's ex istin g 

barrels; the units displayed showed good 
workmanshi p and fit of slide to comp. 

1 wasn 't able to test fire these guns, but 
th e ex pan s ion chamber technology has 
been we ll prov en in competition. The 
comp incorporates a cone that threads over 
the barrel and locks into the slide, so that 
the barrel is supported both front and rear. 

The comp unit can be in stall ed by 
your gunsmith , or JPR will install it for 
you. For current prices write JPR. or ca ll 
them at (714) 927- 1250. 

McCormick Trigger 
One of the problems in getting a light 

trigger break on 19 11 style pistols is the 
trigger itself. ln this design the trigger is 
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AMERICAN HANIGUNNER'S 

ltl'STANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

O F HANDG UN S IN THE EI G HTIE S 

By Massad Ayoob 

The Eh!hties were a 
dynamic decade in the world of the 
ha nd g un . Th e e ditor s fee l th a t 
applause is due for the many who 
made a difference. 

What had only been a promise 
in the Seventi es blossomed into 
reality in th e nex t decade, when 
sport handgun shooting became a recog­
ni zed profess io na l s port. Led by th e 
Bianchi Cup conceived by John Bianchi ; 
the Steel Challenge orig inall y conceptual­
ized by Mi ke Dalton and Mike Fichman; 
Rich Dav is ' Second Chance match; and 
the Masters event sponsored by Smith & 
Wesson and ramrodded by S&W 's Roy 

Jink s. A ll co m ­
bin e d to g ive 
ha nd g unnin g a 

aura o f res pon s ibl e 
leg itimacy. 

e 
fina l proof 

of the belt­
g un ' s new 
res pectabili-------~-· 
ty, if anyone needed it, was 
th e ESPN broadcas tin g o f 
action shooting made possible 
by the National Rifle Association. 

The Eighties was the decade of 
th e wo man handg unne r. Mo re 
tournaments than ever had pri ze-

lllRICAll 1fA#IJ8Ull\fS 

•.B\OUS 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

O F HANDG UNS IN THE EI G HTIES 
By Massad Ayoob 

We've borrowed brazenly 
from Esquire magazine 's class ic " Dubi ­
ous Achi evement Awards" annual iss ue, 
right down to the e ight worst mov ies of 
the year li sted as "Now Playing at Hell 
Plaza Octoplex." 

If imitati on is the s ince rest fo rm of 
fl attery, Esquire is a good magaz ine to 
fl atter; unlike Time and some others, they 
covered the gun control issue objecti vely 
in the Eighties, balanc ing an ant i-gun col­
umn with the first-pe rson account of a 
Yuppie who ca rri ed a g un in a pl ace 
where th e re were no pe rmits ava il able 
and wound up using it to shoot a would­
be mugger. 

And now, with no furth er ado .. . 

The Bic Award 
Grendel introduces a light, cheap, dou­

ble action only .380 that loads ten rounds 
through stripper c lips. Even most gun 
writers admit that they jam epidemically 
and frequently break. 

Grendel may have earned 
the Bic Award for c reatin g 
the fir st cheap, di sposable 
semi automati c pi sto l. The 
di ffe re nce is, th e Bi c las ts 
longer and usually works. 

Hollywood Can't Be 
Wrong Award 

rich categori es fo r High Ladies . Sonny 
Jones ' magaz ine Women & 

~~!!lllo.- Gu ns was an in stant hit , 
\.~ a nd so was Pax ton 

Quigley 's book Armed 
and Female, distribut­
ed wide ly by ma in ­
strea m pub I is he r E. 
P. Dutto n a nd a n 
a bsolute ma nifesto 
for women prepared 
to co mpl e te th e 

fin al step of the femi­
ni st movement and take control of the ir 
own destiny. 

At the end of the decade, the trag ic 
rape and maiming of an unarmed female 
jogger in Cent ra l Park rallied a nati on of 

angry women who were tired of 
being victims. 

Smith 
W esso n 

too k th e 
bo ld step of 
produc ing the first 
g un in decades 

des igned ex press ly 
for women, the Lady­
S mi th . Okay, o kay, it was 
only a Chief Special with a lighter trig­
ger re turn spring , hideous " feminine 
grips," and a matte fini sh now designat-

At least two we ll known gunwriters, 
both of whom had prev iously stated that 
muzz le ene rgy tests fo rmul ated mathe­
matically or tests done in ballistic gelat in 
we re to ta ll y irre levant to g unfi ghti ng 
reality, now state publicly th at the bril­
li ant ne w I Omm A uto is " the ultimate 
manstopping cartridge." 

Eve ry ado pti o n of th e I Omm by a 
police agency thus far has been based on 
mathematica ll y formul ated energy tes ts 
and/or performance in balli stic gelatin . 

At thi s writing, no doc umented case 
ex ists o f a human be ing ac tu a ll y sho t 
with a IOmm bull et. Unless one counts 
Miami Vice. 

Elephant Pregnancy Award, First 
Place 

Pe rh aps a decade a ft e r the Wildey 

Magnum is announced, 
Wildey Magnum pi sto ls 

ac tu a ll y 
b eco m e 
avail able for 
sale in gunshops. 

Elephant Pregnancy 
Award, Second Place 

Holding up production until he thinks 
the gun is perfect, Bill Ruger fo llows the 
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ed as "fros ted " to go with it s la sc r­
engraved logo. 

But it was a lso an ideo logica l state­
ment , and one of social 
responsibility when .1::.ii,....• 
S/?:<.W pub-
li s hed a 

toll -f r ee 
number women 

could call to find gun 
training near them. 

Wh e n the Conde 
ast gro up of women ' s 

magaz ines refused to carry 
the ads for the LadySmith, 
S&W 's Sherry Collins man­
aged a mass-media coup 

that got S&W millions of 
dollars worth of free 

publicity. 

through metal detectors." 
The no ve l "safe ac tion " Glock 

achieved instant mass acceptance among 
co nse rva ti ve police and 
g un e nthu s ia s ts more 
rapidly than any radically 
new hand g un des ig n in 

available 

~ ~ tui ~ ;51.:. ~;;;:. ;;i-:=2!!!~ 
yea r s ...;

1 later. 
No one both­

e red to learn that 
Ru ge r h ad de lay ed 
production intentionally to make it an 
even be tt e r g un than originally 
designed, kn owingly costing himself 
millions of dollars in potential profits to 
do so. 

Wh e n Ru ge r lobbi e d Congress to 
restrict high capacity magazines instead 
of semiautomatic firearms, thousands of 
gun owners fe lt so betrayed they swore 
never to buy another Ruger product. Few 
asked for Bill 's side of it. 

Ruger says, "I know a helluva lot more 
Congressman than most people do , and 
they were almost unanimously telling me 

Meanwhil e , a number 
o f women ' s magaz ines 
had already run Beretta 's 
ad that tastefully showed 
just a loaded ca rtrid ge 
"c lip" for th e ir .25 auto , 
with th e lead lin e, 
" Women ' s Magaz in e." 
Maybe the people in adver­
ti s ing just didn ' t read th e 
copy. 

~ 
memory. The Glock people 
prov e d th a t th e ir pi s tol 
could be competently 

learn ed faster th an ======== that they saw 
th e g un 
lobby as 

fan at-

Glock, Inc. weathered the 
BS sto rm that acc used their 
polymer framed 9mm of being ·'a 
terrori st pisto l des ig ned to pass 

1985 ann o unceme nt of hi s 9mm P-85 
(" Pi s to l of 1985 " ) autoloade r by no t 
putting the gun into mainstream of com­
merce until 1989. 

Oklahoma Beach Property Award 
A California firm offers all-titanium 

revolvers in .357 Magnum. The catch is, 
yo u have to send th e money first , and 
they' ll send you the gun later. 

They te ll you they won't ship COD 
because " they' re not set up for it. " We can 
find no one who actually got the gun , and 
can' t estimate how many were fl eeced of 
the ir money and are too embarrassed to 
admit it . Ca lifornia Attorney Genera l 's 
office is reportedly investigating. 

Testosterone Award 

Introducing the "Bonnie and ,.==-.• 
Clyde," matched .38 Special and 
.32 Magnum "his n ' hers' ' snub­
noses , a Charter Arms executive 
explained that targeted 
bu yers have seen th e 
Wa rre n Bea tty/Faye 
Dunaway movie (which 
g lamori zes the kidn apping 
and killing of poli ce officers) 
and identify with the freewheeling, 
independent, exc iting way of American 
li fe that the film Bonn ie and Clyde 
depicted. 

Coming Soon : The .44 Bulldog "Son 
Of Sam" Commemorative. 

The American Der-

Love Those Lawyers 
' Award 

-.=.::~:;::::::~:::i Colt Firearms beg in s th e - =....--. ' decade with the improved Series ringer Co rp o ra tion 
introduced a two-s hot 
pistol o f Re min gton 
derringer pa tt e rn , 
c hambe red for th e • 
.45-70 buffal o ri fi e 
cartridge. 

What's In A Name Award 
Charte r A rm s announced a pa ir of 

revolvers named after two vicious co p­
killers who robbed Piggly-Wiggly stores 
and occasionally shot down unar med 
victims. 

80 autoloaders with firin g pin 
lock. For the first time, thi s c lass ic hand­
gun is drop-safe with a live round in the 
chamber. 

Naturally, the civil li ability attorneys 
of Colt Industries s imultaneo us ly have 
th e owner's manual changed to read , 
" CAU TION : ALWAYS KEEP AND 
CARRY YO UR PISTOL EMPTY, WITH 
THE HAMMER FORWARD EXCEPT 
WHEN YOU INTEND TO SHOOT, SO 
THAT YOUR PISTOL CANNOT BE 
FIRED WHEN YOU DO NOT MEAN 
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gave an inch. 
It was turnin g 
th e m off to our 
side of the issue. l felt we had 
to show that we were willing 
to compromise somewhere, and the maga­
zines seemed the least painful alternative to 

Continued on page 90 

TO FIRE IT." 

Candy Colored 
Tangerine Flake 
Streamlined Baby 
Award 

Springfield 
Armory announced that, on 
spec ial order, they can pro­

duce mode l 1911-A 1 pi stol s 
fini shed in assorted designer or 
pastel colors, including camo. 

Guns For Me, None For You 
Award 

Was hin g ton , DC , co lumni s t Carl 
Rowan , who is fo nd of depicting all gun 
owners as vicious troglodytes, shoots one 
of several local teens who made the mis­
take of trying to swim in his pool. 

Freed by the criminal justice system , 
Rowan states publicly that he kept that 
unregis te re d Smith & Wesso n .22 
because no one was go ing to remotely 
threaten his family. 

He practices on a Duelatron target of a 
Yuppie white kid in skivvy shorts armed 
with a jagged Perrier bottle. 

Curious Example Award 
A Miami taxi driver, new ly abl e to 

carry a gun thanks to the Florida reform 
Continued on page 72 
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GUN LEGISLATION THE NRA REPORT --------------J. WARREN CASSIDY 

WAITING PERIODS ARE A BANDAID 
SOLUTION TO A SURGICAL PROBLEM 

T 
he best argument against waiting 
peri od laws is the one most ev i­
dent : they just don ' t work . Ye t 
those who want to wait to pur­

c hase a firearm a rg ue a ll around thi s 
essential fac t, never daring to confront 
stati stics and actual law enforcement tes­
timony confirming the utter use lessness 
of making honest citi zens wait. 

One of the deceptive tac ti cs of thi s 
point of view is the unfulfillable expecta­
ti ons created by people whose goal it is to 
ban th e pri vate ownership of firearms. 
They promi se waiting periods will stop 
crime, but they don ' t- and never will . 

Proof is everywhere. Let 's turn our 
a tte nti on to C alifornia , a sta te whe re 
trendy firearms laws have become fas h­
ionable, much to the chagrin of its many, 
decent pro-gun citi zens. 

Cali fo rni a was a pacesetter in waiting 
pe ri od leg islati on, enacting a law way 
back in 1965, a time when anti-gun fever 

was boiling the politica l tar out of thi s 
West Coast melting pot. 

Pass age of th e Ca liforni a wa itin g 
pe riod law was, as we predi cted , fol­
lowed by an e rupti on o f lawl essness . 
Violent crime zoomed up 138% in the 
ensuing decade, and still soars far above 
the national average. 

California continues to be trendy in 
passing gun laws, just as it continues to 
be an epicenter for violent crime. Some­
thing is out of kilter in the Golden State . 

Could it be that these laws are off tar­
get? Should the emphas is be placed on 
curtailing criminal s, instead of ownership 
and access to guns? 

Every U.S. Department of Justice statis­
tic, every serious study conducted by pro­
fess i onal criminolog ist, says yes . Even 
interviews with incarcerated violent felons 
confirm what the stati sti cs and studies 
reveal: Criminals don 't obey gun laws. 

Law enforcement officers point out that 

criminals steal firearms or obtain them on 
the black market. Why should they wait, 
stand in line, or fill out forms when illegal 
guns are available elsewhere? 

Obviously, the burden of waiting peri­
ods fa ll s upon c iti zens who obey the law. 
They are the ones subjected to the endl ess 
red tape, the bureaucratic bungling, and 
the restrictions placed upon rights guar­
anteed by the Constitution. 

In la rge me tropolit a n areas with 
restrictive firearms provisions, crime con­
tinues unabated whil e good c itizens are 
oftentimes left unprotected. Waiting peri­
ods, according to th e ir champions, are 
supposed to protect us from crimina ls . 
Instead, they only restrict access to guns 
by those who may need them the most. 

Let 's look at some other fallacies asso­
ciated with waiting period laws. Propo­
nents say th at background checks coul d 
easily be accompli shed in 10 tol4 days. 

The FBI , however, admits that crimi­
nal record-keeping in this country is di s­
mal to say the least. Officials say it might 
take months to adequate ly process an y 
one of the many thousands of antic ipated 
applications, if they get processed at a ll . 

The actu a l legwork would fall upon 
local po lice authorities, who would find 
themse lves buried by mounds of addi­
tional paperwork. Our police are already 
overburdened by endless reports. Add to 
thi s additional time spent on the personal 

Continued on page 102 

You could shoot the whole day like this. 
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When you're out shooting, you only care about one 
thing. A tight group. Every time. 

You demand accuracy. And if you're a reloader, 
demand IMR rn smokeless powder. Our extensive 
quality control procedures ensure uniform perfor­
mance from lot to lot. Which means you can count 
on IMR for consistency and clean-burning efficien­
cy every time you squeeze the trigger. 

No other company offers more choices of 

powder. And no other powder supplier offers a free 
Handloader' s Guide as comprehensive as ours. 
Accuracy. Consistency. Efficiency. If you're not 
reloading with IMR, you're probably missing 
something. 
For a free copy of our Handloader' s Guide, ask 
your dealer or write: IMR,CIM[)M R 
RD #5, Box 247E-AH, 

· Plattsburgh, NY 12901. r M 

If you use !MR and shoot a whole day like this, and you'd like to let 11s know, please send yo11r res11 /ts to the address above. Keg shown contains 12 lbs. of powder. 
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LEAl'HAM'S COLUMN 
ROB LEATHAM 

·. 

A DECADE O• EVOLUTION: COMBAT 
PISTOLS I HAVE KNOWN AND SHOT 

S 
itting in frontoftheol' RL-1000 
the other day cranking out a few 
thou sa nd rounds to practice 
with, I found myself reminiscing 

about the good old days. How things have 
changed! 

All the hub-bub about today 's amaz­
ing equipment, miraculous new thi s and 
fantastic new that, it made me think of 
how s imple guns used to be. When I 
started practical shooting, the .45 ACP 
was the round of choice fired out of a 
Government Model or sometimes a Com­
mander. These guns were pretty much 
decked out like now except for compen­
sators, or the lack thereof. Checkering, 
Bo-Mar 's, beavertai ls, bevelled mag well, 
and so forth. 

In 1979 or thereabouts I shot my first 
match. I used the only centerfire handgun 
I owned at that time, a Model 27 Smith 
with a six-inch barrel. This is a revolver 
but I quick ly traded it off for a more suit-

able .45 auto. 
That first .45 auto was a Colt Govern­

ment Model that I had suitably modified 
by several of the local gunsmiths. One 
detail I remember is that the trigger guard 
was squared and checkered. Back then I 
hooked my weak-hand index finger 
around the trigger guard, a practice I have 
since stopped. 

My first .45 lasted me through rough ly 
1980 at which time the bowling pin guns 
were becoming all the rage. So, I sold or 
traded that gun- don ' t remember 
which- and began construction of the 
next one which, of course, was to be the 
Gun To Beat All Guns. 

First Pin Gun 
You have to remember that in 1980 if 

you wanted one of these new " pin guns," 
you had to send your gun off to Wilson's 
or C lark's. There were n ' t any others! 
Your only other choice was to get your 

local guy to figure it out and do the job. 
With the help of a good friend of mine 

and gunsmith Guy Hammond , we pro­
ceeded to build our first pin gun. This 
was all pretty new at the time and the hot 
tip was to use a six-inch Bar-Sto barrel 
with Mag-Na-Porting. 

We spent a couple of long nights after 
work build ing the first of many pin guns 
that Guy would produce for another 
friend , Mike Henry, who was the guinea 
pig of our experiments. This was a scant 
two weeks before the 1981 IPSC Nation­
a ls in Virg inia and if the thing didn ' t 
work , I didn't want to get stuck without a 
gun so Mike got the prototype! 

The gun turned out fine so the next 
two nights were spent building mine. l 
sti ll don ' t know how we convir.ced Guy 
to do this, but somehow we did. Near as I 
can remember, I don ' t think I ever paid 
him for any of this work. Oh well! 

The Hammond Pin Gun was no raving 
beauty as we ran out of time before we 
had it refinished, but it shot beautifully. It 
had a six-inch barrel with the sight right 
on the barrel's " pin gun" weight. The Bo­
Mar rear sight was low-mounted by none 
other than Mike Dil lon. Yes, the Mike 
Dillon of re loader fame, another one of 
the benefits of my father's acquaintances. 

It also had a long a luminum trigger, a 
Rogers plastic magaz ine funnel and a 
custom home-cold-blued finish. I believe 
it had a Safari Arms grip safety and a 

~--~(~~O~M=ll~~~1~, ----------­
~ (~()llNJ~ll SEND FOR FREE CATALOG NOW 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR PRACTICAL PISTOL 
ED BROWN PRODUCTS 
Beavertail Grip Safety Blue ............ ...... $29.00 
Beavertail Grip Safety SS .................... . 31 .00 
Match Commander Hammer Blue .......... 32.00 
Match Commander Hammer SS .... .... ... 35 .00 
Extended Thumb Safety Blue ................. 29.00 
Extended Thumb Safety SS .................. 31.00 
Ambidextrous Safety Blue .. .... .... .... .... ... 49.00 
Ambidextrous Safety SS .. ........... .. ........ 54 .00 
Maxi-well Blue ........................... .. ........ .. 29.00 
Maxi-well SS ... .. .... .... ..... ........ .... .. ... ... . 31.00 

Dealer Prices on all Combat Corner Products 
and Wi lson Products . Send FFL 

Combat Corner Ext. Mag. Release ........ $21.95 
(SS catch body add - $4.00) 

Combat Corner Extended Magazine 
Button & Screw.. ..... .... ... ... ...... ..... .... 9.95 

Combat Corner Quickloader Mag. Well. . 6.00 
Combat Corner .45 ACP Mag. Pads... 1.50 
Hill Fas-Trac Holster ............... ... ........ . . 99.00 
Safariland Final Option Holster .. 85.00 
Davis Competitive Edge Holster 82.00 
Hill 1 OM Mag. Pouch ..... . ................. 38.00 

ORDER BY FAX! 24 HOUR SERVICE (716) 672-4218 

Hill #134 Comp. Belt ............................ 50.00 Wi lson #47 DE 8 RD ... 45ACP Mag . ... 28.95 
Breskovich Advtg. Grip System .. ........... 51 .00 Wi lson Commander Hammer #95 .......... 26.95 
Swenson Ambidextrous Safety ...... ... ..... 50.00 Wilson Extended Ejectior #34 ... .. .... .... .. 20.95 
Swenson Amb. wffhumbshield ............ 70.00 Wilson Adjustable Trigger #1 ................ 16.50 
Wilson #66 Beavertail Sfty (BISS) ......... 23.95 Wilson Match Quality Extractor ............ 16.95 
King #206 Wide Spur Grip Sfty(B/SS) ... 25.00 Wilson Ambi. Safety #192 B/S ... ........... 54.00 
Wilson Drop-in LE-K Comp. Kit .45 ..... 250.00 Shooting Star Magazine .45SP ... ..... ... ... 24.00 
Clark Pinmaster Compensator .45 ....... 270.00 Shooting Star Magazine .38SP ............. 29.00 
Wichita Combat Rear Adjust. Sight ....... 60.00 McCormick Hammer (NASTOFF) ........ .. 75.00 
Bombar BMCS Rear Sight ..... . ...... 59.00 
Wilson #251 10RD. 38 Super Mag ........ 28.95 

McCormick Sear ................................... 22.00 
McCormick Carbon Fiber Trigger .. .. .... .". 28.00 

Smith & Alexander Mag. Well 
"I Shoot Hostages" Halpin ....... . 

..... 67.95 
. .. 4.25 

Check, Money Order, Mastercard, 
VISA & COD Orders Accepted 
Phone Orders: Mon-Fri 4-10 EST 
Add $1.00 per order 
for shipping 
NY State Residents 
Add 7% Sales Tax • . 

Order & Payment To: Combat Corner, R.D. #1, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, NV 14063 
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SHOOTING STAR MAGS 
CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS 
All METAL CONSTRUCTION insures long lasting performance. 
Competitors choose a proven design for the big matches. This 
unique patented fo llower has been .45 Gov't & Officers 
winning for 8 ye'l.rs: Conversion Kits 

82 IPSC Combat ad's 
83 IPSC Combat Natl's 
~4 IPSC Combat Natl's 
85 IPSC Combat Natl's 
86 IPSC Combat Natl's 
87 IPSC Combat Natl's 
88 IPSC Combat Nari's 
83 IPSC Combat World 
86 IPSC Combat World 
88 IPSC Combat World 
82 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
83 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
84 IPSC Indoor Natl 's 
85 IPSC Indoor Natl's 
86 IPSC Indoor Natl's 
87 IPSC Indoor Natl's 
88 IPSC Indoor Natl's 

82 Steel Challenge 
83 Steel Challenge 
84 Steel Challenge 
85 Steel Challenge 
86 Steel Challenge 
87 Steel Challenge 
88 Steel Challenge 
86 West Coast IPSC 
87 West Coast IPSC 
88 West Coast IPSC 
84 Florida lnvt' I 
85 Florida lnvt 'l 
86 Florida lnvt 'l 
87 Florida lnvt' I 
88 Florida lnvt' l 

M-1911 Magazines 
9rd-10mm SS $27.95 
9rd-!Omm SS 

w/Base Pad 29.95 
9rd - 10mm Blue 24.95 
9rd - 10mm Blue 

w/Base Pad 26.95 
8rd - .45 Stainless 22 .95 
8rd - .45 Stainless 

w/Base Pad 24.95 
8rd - .45 Blue 19.95 
8rd - .45 Blue w/Base 

Pad 21. 95 
!Ord-.38 Stainless 27.95 
!Ord- .38 Stainless 

w/Base Pad 29. 95 
!Ord - .38 Blue 24.95 
IOrd - .38 Blue w/Base 

Pad 26.95 
Conversion Kits ­
FIXED BASE MAGS O NLY 
(adds lrd to standard 
mags) . 
9rd-10mm 12.95 
8rd - .45 (Gov't) $10.95 
7rd - .45 (Officers) 10.95 
IOrd - .38 (Gov't) 12.95 
8rd - .45 (SIG 220) 12.95 
Shaw Base Pad wl 

Screws 2.50 

The One You've Been Waiting For 
Nosler's new Reloading Manual Number Three is the most complete volume on reloading 

ever. A full 528 pages with never-before-published data on Nosier Ballistic Tip and Handgun 
bullets, and new data on Solid Base® and Partition® bullets. 

• Feature articles by Bob Milek and Layne Simpson with a special foreword by 
Rick Jamison. 

• Advice, anecdotes, personal experiences on over 70 cartridges by the industry's top 
writers including Hagel , Matunas, Brister, Carmichel , 
Wootters, Petzal, Aagard , Seyfried, Gresham, Askins, 
Boddington, Swiggett and many others. 

• How-to sections on reloading rifle and handgun 
cartridges, reloading with progressive tools, evaluating 
handgun hunting loads and more. 

• Deluxe gold-embossed leather-grain cover. 

~ 

Nosier ~ 
Available now at your favorite gun dealer, or send $19.95 Dept. AHG-4. RO. Box 671, Bend, Oregon 97709 
(shipping included) to: (503)382-3921 

Commander hammer, but that 's about ii. 
This gun took me to 10th place in the '8 1 
Nationals, my first big match. 

Wilson Combat 
In 1982 I broke down and bought a 

Big Buck Name Brand compelilion pi s­
tol , a Wil son Combat in the customary 
.45 ACP. This was one of the earl y mod­
els before expansion chambers or such 
nonsense and was a fabulous gun . Lt shot 
a few two-inch groups and was used at 
the Steel Challenge, LPSC Nationals and 
Bianchi Cup. This thing had all the whis­
tles and is pretty similar to what 1 use 
today. 

Then came the big one- 1983 was a 
banner year for me when I won the IPSC 
National and World titles using that same 
.45 ACP Wil son Combat pi stol only w ith 
a few changes. Once aga in Guy Ham­
mond was called into service as I wanted 
a chamber with a vertical po rt. This 
would then serve as a " compensator"­
radical new idea at the time- and be 
installed on my trusty blaster. 

Guy again did a fine job and pro­
duced what would become a standard 
design fo r many yea r s- one l arge 
expansion chamber with a large vertical 
ex it port ahead of the front sight. Up 
until now the front sight was genera lly 
on th e end of the barrel assembl y to 
allow an increased sight radius. 

My 1983 gun that would later become 
known as the Wil son Accu-Comp " LE" 
(for me and Brian Enos) had another little 
gimmick. This particular pistol had a hole 
drilled into the comp on either side of the 
front sight, which probably did little more 
than get it dirty but it sure looked trick ! 

Thi s gun was also the end of the .45 's. 

First .38 Super 
I read with amusement in a competing 

firearms publication that I have used the 
.38 Super since 1982. Where th at info 
came from I ' ll never know, but the Steel 
Challenge in 1984 was the first major 
match where I used a .38 Super. 

N ick Pruitt won the match with a .45 
AC P and I was seco nd. My gun was 
identica l to the .45 except for ca liber. 
M y new Wilson Accu-Comp sported a 
comp w ith a l arge chamber and o ne 
large exit port in front of the gun, like 
that Hammond prototype. 

This particular gun was in teresting 
because the entire piece was hard chrome 
plated by Metaloy Industries except the 
top rad ius of the slide. This supposed ly 
allowed the non -refl ective benefit of a 
blued slide while also giv ing the advan­
tages of scratch-resistant hard chrome. 
For a lot of extra work it seemed to offer 
few real benefits so J ceased to include 
thi s on a gun since. 

M y 1984 pistol was the first Wil son 
.38 Super and. interestingly enough, Bill 
Wil son himsel f was somewhat skepti cal 
of building the thing. Not from the safety 
factor so commonl y noted, but from a 
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reliability standpoint. Due to Bill's persis­
tence, excellent workmanship and faith in 
my screwball idea, this caliber and his 
Accu-Comp have become something of 
standard among competitors. 

. The rest of the industry recognized a 
good thing and followed suit. 

At the mid-decade point, 1985 marked 
the year of common acceptance of the .38 
Super compensated combat pistol as the 
Top Gun. The increase from 1984 to 1985 
of shooters using a Super was staggering. 
Not since the "pin gun" hit the scene has 
such a mass change of equipment been 
noted in the practical shooting arena. 

In 1985 at every event, from the Steel 
Challenge to the IPSC Nationals where 
the power requirements are drastically 
different, you would find a .38 Super in 
virtually every serious shooters' holster. 

The gun I campaigned in 1985 was 
exactly the same as my 1984 gun . The 
two were interchangeable which 
allowed me to switch without having to 
learn a new gun. Thus I could have two 
guns which felt and handled identically, 
but one set-up for light loads and one 
for major. 

Nothing new really happened in 1985 
as far as equipment went, but all the gun­
smiths were learning the in 's and out's of 
building .38 Supers while the competitors 
experimented with different loads. 

The 200 grain cast lead semi-wadcut­
ter bullet had been the mainstay in .45 

HIULL·B 
/NCORPORATCO 

ACP, but the Super was a whole !1ew 
story. For the time being we simply used 
the standard .38 Special bullet, a 158 
grain lead roundnose , but soon new 
developments would surface. 

Enter The Armory 
Springfield Armory emerged in 1986 

as a major supporter of practical shooting 
and its 1911-A I became an immediate 
success. I came into contact with the 
Armory and immediately saw a young , 
aggressive company that was willing to 

listen to a combat shooter. 
By the World match in Orlando of 

1986, I was using a Springfield Armory 
.38 Super Wilson Accu-Comp LE with 
170 grain Sierra's. This load was aston­
ishingly accurate and reliable, but when I 
tried a new powder that I won't name 
here, I got quite a shock. 

Much to my surprise, I learned that all 
powders do not lose pressure as they get 
colder. Example: in Mesa, Ariz., I loaded 
up my match ammo to around a 180 fac­
tor. The temperature was in the high-90 's 

1-800-248-3845 
(for Orders Only) 

INQUIRIES (309) 928-2574 
102 S. Main, Farmer City, Illinois 61842 

CHARLES K. BANE • CARTER S. JONES 

- Shooters: We will be at the following shoots in 1990, call for freight free delivered prices -
K.C. INDOOR, BIANCHI CUP, S&W MASTERS, GOLDEN EAGLE, IPSC NATIONALS AND AREA, SECTIONAL & STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

= ~ 
m 
Ill 
D 
D 
S> -D 

9MM 122 GR 
Flat Point 
Sized .356 
9MM 125 GR 
Round Nose 
Sized .356 

38 CAL 148 GR 
Double End 
Wade utter 
Sized .358 
38 CAL 148 GR 
Button Nose 
Sized .358 
38 CAL 150 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .356 .357 

38 CAL 155 GR 
Semi-Wadcutter 
Sized .356 .357 
38CAL 158GR 
Round Nose 
Sized .357 
38CAL 158GR 
Semi-Wadutter 
Sized .358 

500 $18.00 
1000 $34.50 

500 $18.50 
1000 $33.50 

45 CAL 230 GR ! Round Nose 
Sized .452 500 
45 CAL 230 GR 1000 
Flat Point 
Sized .452 

45 CAL 255 GR { 
Semi-Wadcutter 500 
Sized .452 1000 

$23.00 
$44.50 

$26.00 
$50.00 

Semi-Wadcutter 500 $22.00 
44 CAL 205 GR { 

Sized .429 1000 $42.00 

THE PRICE YOU SEE, IS THE PRICE YOU PAY. There are no extra or hidden charges. We use nothing but the finest v1r91n alloy in the 
manufacture vi our hard cast bullets. We have our lead professionally alloyed for us several tons at a time to insure you the most consistenl bullets , 
box after box. Scrap lead is never used. We use a high content ol tin and anllmony to allow you to obtain maximum ve loc1t1es with linle or no 
leading. 

All bullets are then sized to the exact diameter requ ired and lubed with our distinctive blue lube. This bullet lube is clean, hard and pleasant 
to work w11h. It will not gum up your reloading dies. slick to your lingers or goo up the other bullets in the box . It stays 1n the lube groove like ifs 
supposed to Atter being hand inspected , each box of 500 (usua lly 502) receives an attractive label making them excellent tor resale 

EASY TO ORDER - CALL in your order anytime. QUANTITY DISCOUNTS for 10 & 25M. OK to mix. huge freight d iscount & UPS Hundred 
~~i~i~~a1~~1~s~le , please call tor detai ls or with any questions you may have that we could help with. - OR - MAIL in your order with check or 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU. (NO FFL NEEOED) -LIFE MEMBER NRA- SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

to low-1 OO's. When I pitched up to the 
Nationals in 1987 in Barry, Ill. , a couple 
of real cool days were waiting for us. 

When my 180 factor ammo was fired 
in 40° to 50° weather, well , the pressures 
went through the roof. Those loads were 
blowing primers and any chance I had of 
retaining my national title. Oh well , at 
least I learned something from it. You 
must test and prepare for everything. 

Exciting Year 
Maybe the most exciting year of my 

shooting career, 1988 saw me in 
Venezuela for the IPSC World Champi­
onships- and I had a secret weapon! 

The new Wilson double-comp was it, 
once again built on a Springfield Armory 
1911-A 1. The double-comp had two sep­
arate chambers with an exit port for each. 

The new Wilson compensator, while 
not new, was instrumental in the devel­
opment of the now-favored .38 Super 
loads using light bullets and greater vol­
umes of slow burning powder. Dubbed 
"pocket rockets ," these loads allow the 
double-chamber comp to work much 
more efficiently. 

However, I doubt if this type of com­
pensator is as beneficial for heavy-bullet 
Super loads or .45 auto loads as it is with 
130 to 140 grain Super loads. When prop­
erly loaded, this set-up is the best com­
promise available yet today. The larger 
port area combined with the higher gas 
pressures make this new comp design 
function in way the old stuff could never 
even dream of. 

My 1989 gun was identical to that 
used in 1988. The same Wilson double­
comp , the same Springfield Armory 
1911-A I, the same .38 Super caliber. We 
were still working on new things in 1989, 
but for the most part the basic specifica­
tions are current today. 

Now we ' re messing other gun types 
and experimenting with increased maga­
zine capacity, but still the Wilson double­
comp on a 1911-Al is the standard by 
which all others are judged. 

Starting in 1990 I have begun a new 
association with Springfield Armory cul­
minating a long-term friendship with a 
multi-year deal to use and develop new 
products and equipment for the competi­
tive shooter. (See the Industry Insider on 
page 110 to find out how much Roh is 
pulling down on this deal. Editor) 

The gun I use now in 1990 will be the 
current double-comp design built on a 
1911-A 1 .38 Super by the Springfield 
Armory Custom Shop. I am experiment­
ing with .41 Action Express and 9x 19 and 
will keep you abreast of all developments 
in my American Handgunner column. 

From stockish .45's to totally trick .38 
Supers, I have seen a lot of really neat 
guns. If the equipment of the Nineties 
turns out to be half as good as the Eight­
ies- and all indications say that it should 
be- then we will have one heck ~ 
of good end to this century. ~ 

28 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 



pist<Yl""IJ~,.....:._~ 
ors the world's most powerful Na: .,.,,....._.,.._ 

A II the enemies of the Free World in this century 
have heard the mighty roar and felt the 
powerful blast of "Old Forty-Five," the most 

powerful military-issued pistol in history. 
Three generations of Americans fought with it­

first against the Kaiser, then against the Fuhrer and the 
Emperor, and twice against the Communists. 

If you were born between the late 1800s and 1968, 
it is the symbol of your time, your day, your age. And 
future Americans will look back on our time, with rev­
erence, as the ".45 Era." 

But now "Old Slabsides" is retiring from the high 
seas, the flight decks and the invasion beaches, re­
placed by the new 9mm pistol, so we can fire the same 
ammo as our NATO Allies who don't have the more 
powerful .45. 

How much longer will the .45 be made? No one 
knows. But while it is, we're proud to salute the 
Americans of the ".45 Era" by issuing a separate, firing, 
Commemorative .45 in honorof each of the four Ameri­
can armed forces that carried it. 

24-Karat Gold Plating 
The first gun in the series honors our sea service-­

the U.S. Navy. When you pick up this three pound slab 
of steel and gold, you'll hold the finest, firing, limited 
edition .45 ever made--especially in this reasonable 
price category. 

Custom-made grips, of furniture-finished oak, 
compliment the mirror-polished slide, receiver and 
ten 24-Karat Gold plated parts. As a proper memo­
rial to the Navy, patriotic symbols and inscriptions 
are deeply etched and 24-Karat Gold plated across 
the slide. 

Your name or that of a family member can be 
engraved on the reverse of the slide, along with other 
data to make this gun a lasting, personal memorial. 

Limited Edition; Fires .45 ACP 
The worldwide edition limit is only 1,911 guns, 

in honor of the year it was adopted for military use. 
This highly restricted limit guarantees rarity and col­
lector value. Even the serial numbers are special, 
numbered between 0001 and 1911, with the prefix 
"USN" for U.S. Navy. 

This is the military-model .45 M1911Al, and all 
parts are interchangeable with standard government 

issued guns; it fires .45 ACP ammo. It is even fitted w ith 
a rare and desirable lanyard with gold-plated mounts. 

Each pistol is built by the gunsmiths of Thompson/ 
Auto-Ordnance, the company founded by General 
John T. Thompson, who developed the .45 auto-load­
ing cartridge, helped develop the .45 pistol and who 
invented the Thompson Submachine Gun. NRA test 
firings of their .45 show accuracy "significantly better 
than the average." 

To wall mount or desktop display this museum 
quality firearm, a velvet lined, furniture-finished 
American Walnut Display Case, measuring 14"x8"x3" 
is available. The locking glass lid protects your invest-...... 

10 \I) \Ii\. /011\ IN 
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Personalized engrav ing available on rig/it side of slide. 
men! from dust and unauthorized handling. 

Three other .45 Commemoratives, honoring the 
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force, are 
also available. Each has different exotic wood grips, 
historical etchings, medallions, lanyard and case liner 
colors and serial number prefixes appropriate to each 
service branch, to make all four .45s distinctive. Match­
ing serial numbers of all four guns are available, as is 
a master case that holds and displays all four cases. The 
entire set of four is called "The Armed Forces Com­
memorative .45 Collection." 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
This is available exclusively from The American 

Historical Foundation. When you reserve, you will be 
made a Member. If you do not have a Federal Firearms 
License, we will coordinate delivery through your 
local firearms dealer after your reservation is received 
here. If you have an FFL, send a signed copy with your 
reservation. Satisfaction is guaranteed or you may re-

© Al IF 

tum it within 30 days for a full refund. 
Your ownership and display of this museum-grade 

firearm today-and as a family heirloom tomorrow­
says you're proud of our American Naval heritage. 

~--------------------------------------RESERVATION 
Please respond by 31August1990 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Dept. H147 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
TOLL FREE: (800) 368-8080 • • -Yes, I wish to rese rve the follovving, fi ring, Armed Forces 

Commemorative .45s, selectively plated wi th 2-t -Karat Gold. I 
will also receive a Certifica te of Au thenticity rind membership 
in the Founda tion. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Entire Series N<lvy Army 
Marine Corps _ Ai r Force 

D My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $95 per Pis tol is 
enclosed. 

D Please charge or in voice the balance due per Pistol 
[J in fi ve monthly payments of $180. D in ful l. 

lJ My p<lyment in full is enclosed ($995 per Pistol; Displa y 
Cose, odd SSS eoch). 

D Please also send the optional American Walnut Display 
Case, at $85 for each Pistol rese rved . 

Name .. 

Add ress .. 

Daytime Telephone ( ....... ... .. .. .. .. ) . 
For Vis..1, M,1stf'rC,1 rd or Amf'ri c.rn E.x p rL',.S, plf'<tSt:' Sf'nd ,1ccoun t numlx·r, 
cxpir.1tio11 d.itf' a nd s ign.iturL'. Virginia fl'~klf'n ts add 45'"1( ~ .. alf'S tax . 
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SILUEl'AS ----------------·JOHN TAFFIN 
EXCITING NEW F.l.E. SILHOUEnE 
PISTOL IS ACCURATE, AFFORDABLE 

I 
s .22 Silhouette deve lopment com­
ple te? I think not. " Those word s 
were printed in Siluetas for Septem­
ber/October 1989. The ink had bare-

1 y dri ed wh e n I rece iv e d a ne w .22 
Unlimited S ilhouette Pi stol. 

For the first time, Unlimited competi­
tors have a bolt-action .22 pi stol that will 
probably sell for less than most single-shot 
and semi-autos that are suited for silhouette 
competition. The new pistol is the Model 
722TP made in Brazil by CBC (Compan­
liia Brasileira de Cartuchos) <md imported 
by the Florida-based FIE Finn. 

The 722TP itse lf is a 6- or I 0-sho t 
bolt-action (bolt on the right side) and is 
furni shed with magazines of both capaci­
ti es as we ll as bl ocks for mounting a 
scope using standard .22 dovetail rings. 

It is o nl y na tural to co mpa re th e 
722TP with th e oth e r bolt ac ti o n .22 
import , the fin e Anschutz .22 Exemplar. 
The Exemplar is considered by this writer 
as one o f the rea l barga ins in the hand­
gunning world with its $399 price tag. 

The 722TP is nowhere near as nicely 
fini shed nor fitted as the Exemplar. That 
is th e bad news. Th e ove rw he lmin g 
good news is that it will sell fo r about 
half as much! 

Fit And Finish 
The bolt of the 722TP does not have 

the glass smooth operation of the Exem­
plar- in fac t, it fe lt quite rough in the 
beg inning. It has, however, smoothed out 
w ith use and the o pe ra ti o n no w fee ls 
quite good after hundreds of rounds fired. 

Th e bo lt is eas il y re mova bl e by 
pulling a spring loaded knob on the le ft 
s ide of the rece iver. The tri gger o f the 
722TP is of a we lcome stra ight shape , 
a lso full y adj ustable as to pos it ion and 
weight of pull. 

Barrel length is IO-inches and .700" in 
diameter. We ight of the unl oaded 722TP 
is three pounds six ounces. 

A cockin g indica tor protrudes from 
the back of the cocked bolt and a safety 
rides on the right side of the bolt. A safe­
ty that operates eas il y but is quite sharp 
and uncomfortable. 

Speak ing of sharp, the magazines are 
rea l fin ge r kill e rs es pec ia ll y in co ld 
weather. The bottoms are very sharp and 
will do a rea l number on fin gers if no t 
inserted with care. 

S ights of the 722TP are the best I have 
ever encountered on any handgun in thi s 
price range. The rear sight adjusts eas ily 

with knobs , not sc rews. It 's some what 
confusing at first as the rear sight adjusts 
backwards- that is, lowering the eleva­
ti on knob raises the rear sight. 

The rear sight notch is too sha llow for 
my tastes, but since thi s is an Unlimited 
.22, the sight can be changed to suit one's 
personal preference. 

The front sight is perfect- a g lobe 
type with a post insert, and provision for 
replac ing the post with di ffe rent widths 
and heights as the shooter des ires, like on 
the popular Lyman #57 Front Sight. This 
is my personal fav orite fo r a front sight 
and it sits on all of my Unlimited "Super 
Fourteen" Thompson/Center Contenders. 
The hood works to complete ly e liminate 
glare on the front sight, greatl y improving 
the sight picture. 

"Artistic" Stock 
The stock appears to be walnut, but is 

probably another hardwood sta ined to 
look like walnut. According to the adver­
tising from FIE, " the one piece anatomi­
ca lly shaped stock is kiln dried and cut on 
special lathes then hand fini shed to obta in 
arti stic, smooth fl owing lines that creates 
a shape ideal for competition shooting!" 
Exclamation point is the ir 's, not mine. 

U po n fir s t readin g thi s, m y fir s t 
tho ught was that the ir idea of "arti sti c, 
s moo th flo w in g" a nd "ana to mi ca ll y 
shaped" were quite different than mine. 

The stock appears, we ll , c lubby and 
clumsy. The butt portion, espec ially, fee ls 
and looks square, but with the famili arity 
of much use I have eventually grown to 
rea ll y like the fee l of the butt porti on. I 
did not expect thi s to happen. 

This proves one of two things: e ither 
they did it right or that wonder of eng i­
neering, the human hand , is capable of 
conforming to any reasonable shape. Per­
haps it is a combination of both . 

A Strange Shoot 
One would think that by now I would 

rea li ze not to take anything for granted. 
Twenty-s ix years of teaching and thirty­
plus years of shooting should have firml y 
entrenched that in my mind . 

But I forgot it for the mo me nt and 
grabbed a "proven" load, snatched up the 
722TP and headed for a silhouette match. 

The 722TP had yet to be fired and I 
had simpl y de-gunked it and ran a clean­
ing patch or two down the ba rre l. The 
load chosen was the normall y acc urate 
CCI Green Tag ::immunition. 

To say that I became frustrated woul d 
be putting it quite mildly. Just say I never 
made it past the sighting- in targets. 

I would have a coupl e of good shots 
and then one complete ly off target. Either 
my eyes we re no t wo rkin g pro pe rl y, 
which often happens, or I had a poor pi s­
tol. I should have put it on paper first. 

The culprit turned out to be ne ither my 
eyes nor the 722TP. Every handgun has 
its own personality and thi s one simpl y 
would not shoot Green Tag. 

This was born out complete ly when I 
put it on the sandbags and shot paper tar­
gets. Quite strange, though, as s ilhouet­
ters have obta ined remarkable accuracy 
w ith o th e r 72 2T P 's us in g Green Tag 
ammo. Someone forgot to tell my gun! 

The FI E 722TP was sandbagged at 50 
yards with nineteen di ffe rent types of .22 
ammunition from CCI, Federal , PMC, 
Remington and Winchester. It is easy to 
see why I don' t buy lottery tickets. Every 
type tested provided adequate and in most 
cases asto undin g acc uracy e xcept th e 
load I picked to try in a match. Green Tag 
.22's s impl y wo uld no t shoo t in th e 
722TP, de li vering fi ve shot groups at 50 
yards of nearly four inches . All other CCI 
.22 ammo tried provided match winning 
accuracy. Strange, what? 

T he Federa l Hi gh Ve loc ity Ho ll ow­
point proved to be the most accurate load, 
shooting into one-half inch at 50 yard s, 
whi ch a ll ows th e 722TP to do do ubl e 
duty as both a silhouette pistol and when 
mounted with a scope, an excellent small 
varmint hunting hand g un. Test res ults 
with the 722TP are groups shot with the 
Redfie ld 2X-6X set at 3X. 
50 YARD ACCURACY RESULTS 

Ammunition Velocity Group Size 
CCI Minil-Mag 1180 fps l 1f4" 
CCI Stinger 1499 fps l 1/e" 
CCI Pistol Match l 08 l fps l 1/e" 
CCI Green Tog l 062 fps 3 3/4" 
CCI Blazer 1203 fps l 3/s" 
Federal High Velocity 1202 fps l 1f4" 
Federal High Velocity HP 1233 fps 1fi" 
Federal Silhoutte l l l 8 fps l 3/e" 
Federal Champion ll Ol fps l" 
Federal Spitfire 1268 fps l 1/s" 
Federal Spitfire HP 1331 fps 2" 
PMC Zapper 1196 fps l 1/ s" 
PMC Predator 1308 fps l 1f4" 
PMC Match Rifle l042fps 1/s" 
PMC Sidewinder 1194 fps 1 Is" 
Remington Thunderbolt 1203 fps l 1f4" 
Remington Yellow Jacket 1390 fps 3/4" 
Winchester Super X H Vel. 1148 fps 1 /s" 
Winchester Super X Target 1124 fps 3j/ 

The FIE/CBC 722TP .22 Target Pi stol 
is a welcome addition to .22 silhouetting. 
FIE says in the ir I ite rature: "The pri ce? 
You won' t be lieve it!! !". They are right. 

FIE is going to sell many of these sil­
houette guns. If you want one, find out 
which gun shop nearest to you has one in 
stoc k by ca lling Firea rm s Import and 
Export Corporation at ...... 
(305) 685-5966. " 

30 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 



No other firearms manufacturer can match the winning tradition and legendary quality of Springfield Armory's gold medal family of pistols. 

1911-A1 PISlOL 
It's a winner by any definition. The Springfield 1911-A1 is the 
choice of the world's top action shooters, including 1988 World 
and National Champion Rob Leatham. Winners choose winners, 
and the Springfield 1911-A1 is "The Winners' Choice". 
NEW! P9 DOUBLE ACTION PISlOL 
Springfield's pg is an exact double of the famed Czech CZ-75. With 
a high capacity sixteen-round magazine, slim profile grips, and a 
selective double/single action that allows it to be carried "cocked 
and locked", the pg is "the best of the best". There's even a 
standard and a compact size. Want to be a winner at the 9mm 
game? Say "Czechmate", and the game is yours. 
OMEGA 10MM PISlOL 
The Springfield OMEGA was the first production pistol capable of 
effectively handling high performance 10mm ammunition. Optional 

.38 Super and .45 ACP are also available, and dual extractors make 
interchangability of calibers a reality. The Springfield OMEGA. It's 
the "Perfect Ten". 
NEW! 1911-A2 S.A.S.S. 
Springfield's patented design for an affordable, single shot tack 
driver is the perfect choice for hunting or IHMSA shooting. With 
interchangeable barrels in eight different calibers and two different 
lengths, S.A.S.S. is the epitome of versatility. From steel rams to big 
horn sheep, S.A.S.S. is the perfect choice-all in one shot. 
See the complete line of Springfield Armory's firearms, including 
the M1A, SAR-48, and SAR-3 rifles, at any Authorized Springfield 
Retailer. Or, send $3 for our 1989 four-color thirty-six page catalog. 

Safety and instruction manuals available form Springfield Armory. Always wear eye and • 
ear protection when using any firearms. Use only factory recommended ammunition. 

No other manu!acturer can match 
Sprmgfield's generous across·the­
board warranty and service after 
the sale. Ask your AuthOOzed ~ 
field Retailer for details. 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

~p .ilJ1!!l.tJ~1!_) ~t;lUJ!).;) J@ 
Section SR-23 • 420 West Main Street • Geneseo, Illinois 61254 • (309)944-5631 



The Bislev revolver is pure classic, but when an old world 
craftsman like Jim "Stroh applies his deft touch, it becomes a high-performance, 
state-of-the-art modem miracle. 

Accuracy is the mark that any gun is judged by, and Jim Stroh knows revolver 
accuracy. It's no secret, really. Use a barrel of superior quality, cut precise charge 
holes in the cylinder and line each one up exactly with the barrel. 

The best method of aligning the chambers with the bore is called the "line bore 
method" that was perfected by the renowned makers of the .454 Casull single­
action, Freedom Arms. Jim Stroh has mastered the line bore method, and the 
results on this test target are obvious. 

"It does like to shoot!" boasts a proud Jim Stroh. 
In order to "line bore" the cylinder, Jim began with a .41 Magnum Ruger 

Bisley and re-chambered it to .44 Magnum. The only other alternative is making a 
new cylinder from scratch, which is not cost-effective. Other accuracy touches Jim 
included are: 

Custom Douglas Premium barrel 
Line bore cylinder 
Double-dowel ejector housing 
Colt-style steel ejector housing 
Colt-style ejector 
Action job with concealed internal stop 
Custom over-size cylinder stop 
Accuracy block (cylinder stop support) 
Re-time to eliminate cylinder ring 
Custom ramp with double pinned blade 
Adjust cylinder end play and headspace 
Over-size custom cylinder pin 
Deluxe hard chrome, master blue finish 

$114 
$195 
$102 
$ 15 
$ 16 
$ 86 
$ 90 
$ 90 
$ 50 
$110 
$ 45 
$118 
$170 

Total $1,20 I 
For complete information on the full line of revolver and auto pistol services of 

Jim Stroh of Alpha Precision, write to this charter member of the American 
Pistolsmiths Guild at: 

Jim Stroh 
Alpha Precision, Route I, Box 35- l 
Preston Road, Good Hope, GA 30641 
phone: (404) 267-6163 

TO ENTER CONTEST: Use a 
postcard (no envelopes) and follow 
sample. Send to AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER, Dept. H7, POB 
880409, San Diego, CA 92108-
0009. Mail before August 1, 1990. 
Limit 1 entry per household. 

HOM .IUL/ AUG 1990: 

... . If I win, please ship my gun through: 
·' Dealer ____________ _ 

Address ------------
City, State, Zip _________ _ 

Phone { )_-___ Store Hours _am_pm 

Contest void where taxed or prohibited by law. 
Winners must comply with all federal and local 
lows . Contest open to U. S. residents only. 
Employees and agents of Publishers ' Develop­
ment Corp. not eligible. No purchase neces­
sary. Winners will be notified by REGISTERED 
MAIL on official letterhead. 
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r1sr RIPORr 

MODEL 

Smith& 
Wesse>ri 
I n the recent re-design of the Smith & 

Wesson family of centerfire automat­
ics , one model was unchanged-and a 
generation of serious target shooters was 
not disappointed . They wouldn 't want the 
Model 52 to be different. For a pistol that 
has been around for 27 years , that 's quite 
a testimonial. 

The Model 52 had its beginning in a 
small group of Model 39 pistols that were 
altered in 1960 at the request of the Army 
Marksmanship Training Unit at Fort Ben­
ning, Georgia . These were chambered for 
a special cartridge, a rimless .38 Special 
round called the .38 AMU . These guns 
soon evolved into a target pistol designed 
to use the regular .38 Special Midrange 
Target cartridge , popularly known as the 
"wadcutter ." 

Feeding these rounds in a semi-auto ac­
tion was like feeding empty cartridge 
cases. In solving this mechanical problem, 
the Smith & Wesson engineers performed 
quite a feat. One factor helped a little : 
The capacity was limited to five rounds , 
the usual number for a target group. This 
minimized the "crescent effect" of stack­
ing rimmed cases. When you look closely 
at a Model 52 magazine, you can see that 
it's very different from a regular single­
line type for rimless or semi-rimmed 
rounds . The design was well-done , and it 
works. 

The true Model 52 was introduced on 
the 28th of September, 1961, and it was 
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given an additional name , the ".38 Mas­
ter. " Early-production guns used the reg­
ular double action trigger of the Model 
39, with a " lockout screw" to restrict it to 
single action. Some shooters complained 
about the " feel " of this arrangement, and 
about two years later it was changed. Be­
ginning on May 13, 1963, the Model 52 
was made with a specially-designed single 
action trigger system , factory-adjusted 
for slack and over-travel. At this point, 
the official designation was changed to 
Model 52-1. 

From the start, the Model 52 had used 
the original long extractor of the Model 
39, a part tempered to be its own spring. 
It was found that after long use , this type 
could cause some problems. In 1971, the 
extractor was changed to a shorter and 
stronger type with a vertical pivot pin, 
powered by a separate coil spring. This 
change created the Model 52-2. There 
have been no other changes. 

There are two reasons for the impres­
sive accuracy of the Model 52. One is a 
carefully-fitted screw-in muzzle bushing 
that is mated to a raised ring on the barrel. 
The other is a fine set of target sights. The 
front is a Patridge-type, 'Is of an inch 
wide , on a serrated ramp. The rear sight 
has a Vs-inch-wide leaf on a sturdy base, 
micrometer-click adjustable for windage 
and elevation. Each click of the adjust­
ment screws moves the point-of-impact 
about % of an inch in elevation and 

1/2-inch in windage at 50 yards, and half 
of that amount at 25 yards. 

On the new Model 52-2 that I test-fired 
for this article, the trigger pull was a clean 
and crisp three pounds. Using Federal 
cartridges, I tried the pistol on standard 
targets at 25 yards, firing from a sandbag 
rest. It consistently grouped into two 
inches, and after a slight sight adjustment 
the groups were perfectly centered in the 
black. 

I should point out that I am not a seri­
ous target shooter. Those who participate 
regularly in that sport can easily duplicate 
these results, standing, with a one-hand 
hold. The point is, if it's held steady, the 
Model 52 will put them in the ri~ht place. 

With the mild .38 Special wadcutter 
load in a gun of this weight , the felt recoil 
is very light, and the muzzle rise is mini­
mal. Re-acquisition of the target is quick , 
a definite advantage if the sequence is 
rapid-fire. The ejection distance of fired 
cases is moderate, and the cases are not 
deformed in any way, a factor of some 
importance to those who reload. 

Except for the screw-in barrel bushing, 
the takedown of the Model 52 is much the 
same as the Model 39, an operation well­
known to anyone familiar with the S & W 
pistols. It is necessary to remove the bush­
ing before taking out the barrel , and a 
spanner wrench for this purpose is pro­
vided with the gun. Also included with 
new pistols are Allen wrenches that fit 
the trigger adjustment screws. However , 
both are well-adjusted when the gun 
leaves the factory. Unless someone has 
subsequently fooled around with the ad­
justment, it won't be necessary to use 
these tools. 

The Model 52 has the same safety sys­
tems as the other Smith & Wesson auto­
matics, except that the manual safety does 
not drop the hammer. The manual safety 
shields the head of the firing pin from the 
hammer when applied, and also locks the 
firing pin against forward movement. An 
automatic internal system disconnects the 
trigger linkage when the magazine is 
taken out . 

The Model 52 has good balance in the 
hand, with a slight muzzle-heaviness that 
is preferred by many target shooters. All 
Smith & Wesson pistols are carefully 
made, but I think they take a little extra 
care with the Model 52. The fit , finish , and 
functioning of the one I tried were superb , 
and it was not a "specially-selected-for­
gun-writer" piece. As I noted earlier, I 
am not a serious target shooter. Still , I can 
easily understand why those who follow 
that sport think ....._ 
so highly of it. ~ 
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HANDGUNNING HINTS 
·Raising Your Sights 

2. This will enable you to continue recognizing the 
target through the moment when your focus shifts 
from the target to your sights. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 

Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 

1. Shooting a handgun accurately is not a simple 
skill, and the further you are from the target , the 
more difficulty you may have with accuracy. That's 
why it's a good idea to get into the habit of bring­
ing your sights up to the target. 
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3. While you may not be a long-range shooter, 
even plinkers will be rewarded with a surer, safer, 
more reliable sight picture as well as a target that 
never leaves the eye. 

© Bennett Viken and Robin Sutton 1989 
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COP l'ALK 
--------------- MASSAD AYOOB 

WHAT WAS THAT ABOUT BERETTA? 
MY SLIDE WORKS JUST FINE, THANKS 

A 
h, the controversial Beretta . 
Several months ago, I wrote a 
Cop Talk column defending 
thi s much-mali gned pi sto l. I 

ex plained why the stori es about a one 
ten-thousandth of one percent slide fail­
ure rate , and of my thi ca l Crips and 
Bloo ds who we re rippin g LA co ps' 
Berettas in half with "s lide di sassembl y 
di sarms," should not deter anyone from 
owning what I considered a fine, street­
proven pistol. 

I added that if any Beretta owner real­
ly believed that crap, s ince yo u can 't 
morally sell a bad gun to a good guy or 
any gun to a bad guy, they should donate 
th e ir g un to th e Hom e for Orphan 
Berettas, which happened to be located at 
my house. 

Something over I 00 readers wrote in 
say ing that if anyone was actuall y dumb 
enough to send me an orphan Be retta , 
they 'd be delighted to adopt it and give it 
a good home. 

I got about one-fourth that number of 
nastygrams accusing me of compli ci ty 
with everythin g from industry to com­
mies to bureaucrats for endors ing tha t 
death-trap slide separator to our boys in 
uniform. Interestingly, none of those gave 
any indicati on of ever hav ing actua ll y 
owned a Beretta 92. 

Several Beretta enthusiasts sent letters 
of support , often with plastic "just kid­
ding" toy Berettas. The best was Border 
Patrol Pi stol Team member and Bianchi 
Cup Top Twenty regular Ed Duda, who 
put a brick in a Beretta box so I could 
open it and find th e note th at sa id , 
"Gotcha! " 

It seems that people who actually own 
Berettas don't want to give them up. 

Along about las t quarter '89, I picked 
up a fat envelope of tickets that would take 
me about 12,000 miles over seven weeks 
of teaching the gun. Smack in the middle 
of that tour would be a week at Ft. Ben­
ning, training instructors of the US Anny 
Marksman ship Training Unit to teach 
StressFire, the combat shooting system l 'd 
developed in the early '80s and which the 
Infantry Board had adopted into their pis­
tol doctrine a short time ago. 

Be nning meant Be re tta. Sure, they 
could just issue me an M-9 to teach with 
when l got there, but it struck me that a 
few weeks teaching with the gun before­
hand would sharpen me up for that week. 

I could have taught with a different 
gun , for th at matter, but when in Rome ... 

No problem. I borrowed a 92F from a 
buddy a few days before my departure. 
On th e ra nge with it , I was acutely 
reminded of why I don' t normally carry 
thi s weapon: the full -size 92F is big. 

l am an average s ize guy, and l fe lt 
like a little boy holding Daddy's pi stol. 

Two days before departure I dropped 
by Ril ey's Gun Shop in Hooksett , New 
Hampshire, and asked to see a Beretta 92 
FC Compact. It fit my hand like a glove. 

The drop in magazine capac ity from 
15 to 13 was nothing I couldn ' t handle; 
my overseas teaching-gun is a Browning 
Hi Power and like mos t use rs of that 
weapo n, inc luding SAS , I ' m used to 
packing it with 12 in the mag and a 13th 
in the chamber, one down from sta ted 
capacity, fo r max reliability. 

I left the store with the pistol , two 13-
rou nd spa re mags and an extended 20-
rou nd stick. 

Shooting In 
None of my students had ever demon­

strated or described problems getting new 
Berettas up and running. Naturally, mine 
had to be the lemon. 

I couldn ' t get a magazine of anything 
from hardba ll on up throu gh the beast 
without a feed failure. This was the las t 
Compact in stock and I didn ' t have time to 
send it back to the factory, so I laid the gun 
in the capable hands of pistolsmithing wiz­
ard Nolan Santy of Sanco Guns, Riv er 
Road, Dept. AH, Bow, NH 03301. He told 
me to come back the next day. 

This I did, acutely mindful of a next­
moming depaiture. Nolan had deburred the 
feed lips of the magazines and removed a 
burr from the feed ramp. Several hundred 
rounds of marathon shooting fo llowed , 
with everything from +P 11 5-grain CorBon 
at a screaming 1300+ fps to Winchester 's 
police-only 147 gra in subso ni c to more 
convention al holl ow po ints and ball of 
WW, R-P, and Federal persuasion. 

The gun shot a tad hi gh-l eft. No lan 
drifted the sights until I was dead-on for 
windage and holding six o'clock for cen­
ter hits at 25 yards. There was no time for 
precise accuracy testing. 

I did notice that most all the hollow­
points were grouping in two to two and a 
half inches at 25 yards. 

Shortcomings 
As th e Yuppies say, there is no free 

brunch. Yes, the Berett.a has shortcom­
ings. Chief among these is the size of the 

pi stol , and l wo nder why peo pl e who 
want the Armed Services to buy some­
thing e lse in a Nine never mention this 
one valid critic ism. 

An increasing number of fema les and 
small- s tat ured m a les now serve o ur 
nation in uniform . If their MOS requ ires a 
pistol, it most certainly requires one that 
fits their hands. 

The Army does not iss ue the Com­
pact, and because it has n ' t go t mu ch 
press, the Compact isn' t well known and 
th erefo re isn 't popular among the cops 
and c iv ili ans e ithe r. A pity, s ince it is 
much better suited to the small hand. 

Bette r suited yet is the 92 FM , the 
slimline version with 8-round single stack 
magazine that is to the big Beretta as the 
SIG-Sauer P-225 is to the P-226. 

Unfortunately, it lacks th e firepower 
of the 16-shot M-9. In a c ivili an situation, 
where hot ho ll owpoints of 9mm persua­
sion roughly equal the stopping power of 
GI .45 hardball , that is not a big problem. 

In the military, of course, hardba ll is 
the rul e of the day, and 9mm hardball is 
so notorious ly fee ble a manstopper that 
anyo ne so a rm ed b loody we ll needs a 
reservoir of 14 to 16 rounds if they hope 
to survive an armed assailant long enough 
to change magazi nes. 

Let's tal k about that first double-action 
shot, little as we 'd like to. 

Even for someone with big hands, it 
a in ' t perfec t. Few shooters have bigger, 
stronger hands than former world combat 
pi stol champion Ray Chapman , a long­
time Beretta 92 fan, and even Ray was 
less th an thrilled with the doubl e-action 
tri gger stroke of the issue Beretta 92. 

My own ex perience is that it 's literally 
" fair to middling"- better than the P9S 
or Ruger P-85 or Colt Double Eag le or 
an y S&W automatic that doesn ' t have 
four digits in its model number, but not as 
good as the new-generati on Smiths or the 
SIG or the costly Walther P-5 or P-88. 

Th e Beretta ' s DA s troke " s tages, " 
with a distracting and surpri se-surrender­
ing "c li ck" as it passes the ha lf-coc k 
notch, and "s tacks" with the res istance 
becoming somewhat greater toward the 
end of the stroke. 

It was Chapman who turned me on to 
pi stol smith Eddie Brown 's trick of simply 
repl ac ing the full- size Be re tta 's ma in­
sprin g with th a t o f a Co lt 19 11. This 
gives a li ghter, smoother, more consistent 
strok e and in my expe ri e nce does not 
res ult in misfires. 

C hapman and hi s co ll eagues swea r 
by the mod ification. Bere tta , of co urse, 
swears at it, and will void your warran ­
tee in a heartbea t if yo u rep lace the ir 
mainspring. 

Consider my warrantee voided as soon 
as I find a spring that will do this in the 
shorter frame of the Compact, in which a 
Governm ent mainsp rin g mos t certa inly 
won ' t work properly, and an Officers' 
will probably be way too short and weak. 

Continued on page 72 
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EACH OF THESE INFORMATION PACKED MANUALS 
IS VIRTUALLY A GUNSMITHING COURSE IN ITSELF! 

Publishers 

NEW! 
JUST 

RELEASED 

SHOP MANUALS 
P.O. BOX 887, McCALL, IDAHO 83638 

The RUGER 
Double R 
Action evolve rs 

,\ Shop Manual 

\'ol 

The book everybody has been asking for! 
Covers the Ruger Six-Series revolvers: 
Security-Six, Service-Six, and Speed-Six. 
Includes step-by-step function checks, 
disassembly, Inspection, repairs, rebuilding, 
reassembly, and custom work. As with all the 
Kuhnhausen manuals, a detailed 
troubleshooting guide is also included. 
Hundreds of detailed photos and 
illustrations. 176 pages, softbound. 
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PACKAGE DEAL: 
SAVE $57.15 OVER INDIVIDUAL RETAIL PRICES. 

GET THE ABOVE 5 BOOKS AND 
THE 3 GUNSMITH/NG VIDEOS 
FOR ONLY $209.95 WITH UPS 
CHARGES PREPAID. 

ORDER DESK: 
(208) 634-4104 

41hclassmail ~~ 
orders, allow ~~ 
4-6 weeks 

__ Ruger Six-Series Manual Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Manual Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Video Only 
__ Colt .45 Auto Manual/Video Set 
__ S&W Revolver Manual Only 
__ S&W Revolver Video Only 
__ S&W Revolver Manual/Video Set 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Manual Only 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Video Only 
__ Colt DA Vol. I Manual/Video Set 
__ Colt DA Vol. 11 Manual Only 
__ Extra Value Pkg . Deal : 

@ 16.95 ----· 
@ 17.95 ----· 
@ 58.95 ___ _ 
@ 63.95 ___ _ 
@ 15.95 ___ _ 
@ 54.95 ___ _ 
@ 59.95 __ _ 
@ 19.95 __ _ 
@ 59.95 ___ _ 
@ 64.95 ___ _ 
@ 15.95 ___ _ 

5 Gunsmithing Books + 3 Videos @ 209.95 ___ _ 
NO COD'S. PREVENT DELAY, SEND CORRECT SHIPPING WITH ORDER 
Std. ship/handle (4th class mail), first book or set USA $3.00 

Canada $4.00 
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PISl'OLSMll'HING 
.............................. llJOHNLAWSON 

A LOOK AF ERGONOMIC FIF OF 'FHE 
I 9 I I Wl'FH CUSFOM COMBAF PARFS 

A 
vital, yet often neglected, area 
of pistolsmithing is fitting a 
handgun to the shooter's 
physique and habitual modus 

operandi. With the endless possible com­
binations of today's aftermarket parts, 
this seems an opportune time to shed 
light into this dark corner of our trade. 

The problem is that most people will 
draw and assume a properly aligned, yet 
strained, firing stance with an ill-fitting 
handgun by, perhaps, bending their wrist 
or using an awkward grip to finally bring 
the sights to bear on the target. 

The phyletic descent of aftermarket, 
from original issue, parts for handguns 
has offered a ready solution to this 
ancient vexation: a shooter can have a 
custom handgun at a moderate price. 

The best way to determine whether a 
handgun fits you properly, and therefore 
points naturally, is to look at a target, 
close your eyes, draw your handgun and 
try to interpose the sights exactly on the 
target from memory of its position, then 
open your eyes and note the sight picture 
without moving the weapon. 

Several possible sight pictures are pos­
sible. If the sights are aligned perfectly, 
you need not take corrective action. If 
they are aligned above, below or to one 
side of the target, you should determine 
the reason. 

Sight Picture 
First, determine whether the handgun 

is too thick for your shooting hand by 
using this formula I've found to be effec­
tive: Using an accurate caliper, measure 
the distance from the base of your shoot­
ing hand 's long (middle) finger to the 
bend crease on your wrist. 

(If you measure using a fraction, con­
vert the fraction to a decimal by dividing 
the numerator by the denominator.) 

Divide this result by pi (3.14) for the 
optimum maximum thickness of the grip 
frame at its widest point. 

If your handgun has a thickness that 
coincides with, or is smaller than, this fig­
ure, you can use the Weaver stance. If it is 
larger, you must use the Isosceles stance. 

The reason is that Weaver utili zes a 
"straight with the arm grip" while the 
Isosceles grip is turned to the right in a 
right handed shooter. Corrective grips 
may help further. 

Grip Measurement 
The next measurement with the caliper 

should be from the crotch of your shoot­
ing hand thumb to the center of your trig­
ger finger, which should be crooked 90°. 
This is your individual "pull. " If the 
caliper tells you that the distance between 
the backstrap of your weapon to the face 
of the trigger is greater than your pull or 
much less than your pull, you need to 
lengthen or shorten your trigger to as 
close to this optimum figure as possible. 

Next, grip the handgun in your normal 
manner with the sights properly aligned 
on a distant target. Without changing the 
grip, note whether your palm is in firm , 
or too tight, contact with the lower grip 
frame and whether the area to the rear of 
the crotch of your thumb is in firm con­
tact with the grip safety or rearward 
frame bulge. 

This particular area of fit is critical to 
uniform point of impact. Some possible 
corrections are: different grips, different 
grip safety or custom alteration to frame 

~~" ~~1~,,..,, 
~.t~~I ~~ 

Beavertail grip safety is one of the 
first ergonomic touches to add. 

or grips. Whatever is necessary should be 
done because this area fit can change 
results dramatically. 

Grip Safety Shi~ 
The Brown high-grip safety for the 

GM frame is a case in point. The horns of 
the GM grip frame control the maximum 
upward positioning of the thumb crotch. 
This , of course, insures a parallel couple 
with the trigger. 

Shooters with large hands encounter a 
regular-dimension grip safety and find 

that the sights align below the target 's X. 
The result is an awkward upward bend of 
the wrist. With the Brown grip safety 
installed on the frame, pointing is natural 
and unstrained for these shooters. 

(With my own small hand, crowding 
the curve of a Brown grip safety results in 
the sights aligning over the target.) 

This is an excellent solution to a shoot­
er problem, but this part should be regard­
ed as a prescription for large hands, not a 
"gotta have" addition without a reason. 

Hammer, Sear Combos 
The current offerings of pre-finished 

hammer and sear combinations for the 
GM frame are a good so lution to the 
problems of uninspired hand work: 
Improper angles leading to a fall to half­
cock when the slide drops on an empty 
chamber. 

Despite what cucumifonn members of 
our trade insist, a GM slide should not 
drop the hammer to half-cock when 
released on a dry chamber with no maga­
zine present. This is why the lightweight 
triggers and pre-fini shed hammer/sea r 
combinations were developed. 

A loose, heavy steel trigger will rap 
the sear hard enough to dislodge it in the 
above situation. The li ghtweight trigger 
will not. An improperly shaped hammer 
notch has been known to release from the 
sear at slide impact. 

A good buffer helps, but pre-fabricat­
ed trigger jobs of the McCormick, Brown 
and SGW hammers and sears are done to 
the proper geometry, and all have the 
hammer strut pin hole relocated as per the 
Gold Cup, for better drop time. 

Custom Triggers 
The wider aftermarket GM triggers 

and those for some revolvers are an 
excellent prescription for shooters suffer­
ing from Diabetic Neuropathy or other 
loss of fine motor control or sensitive 
feel. The wider contact area helps shoot­
ers suffering from these disabilities to 
regain their old "surprise break" groups. 

Muzzle Weight 
At a recent range session when I had 

to qualify a class of Security Officers, I 
noticed that most were shooting Model 
JO Smiths, since that was the stap le 
department issue for the group. Some 
shooters who were shooting large groups 
began to fire tight groups when I loaned 
them a heavy-barrel Model I 0. 

The added muzzle weight made a pro­
found difference in th e ir qualifying 
scores. You might want to remember that 
if you are contemplating a heavy-barrel 
PPC gun. The under-barrel ribs are for a 
purpose, not for decoration. 

If you haven 't tried the near-effortless 
shooting with a properly fitted handgun , 
you should discuss the possibilty of having 
one built with your pistolsmith. You ' ll be 
amazed at the difference in 
your target groups. 
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00 
ou control the weapon 
of choice with the 
Jericho 941 , a semi­
auto pistol in 9 mm 
and .41 Action Express­

all in one. It's an all steel, double 
action, multi-caliber gun with 
standard features including 
conversion kit, tritium sights, 
polygonal rifling, ambidextrous 
safety and magazine release. 
A complete weapon system: 
100 rounds of UZI ammunition, 
four magazines (two 16-shot 

9 mm parabellum magazines; 
two 11-shot .41 Action Express 
magazines), RIG cleaning kit . .. 
all packed in a custom molded 
impact resistant case. 

When you want to exercise 
your options, go for Jericho. 

~ Produced by 

'@!' ISRAEl MILITARY INDUSTRIES 
~ 

Distributed exclusively by K.8.1., Inc. 
P.O. Box 6346, Harrisburg, PA 17112 



HANDGUN HUNl'ING 
.................................. J.D.JONES 

·. 

GO PLINKING! IT'S CHEAP, IT'S FUN, 
AND THERE'S LOTS OF GOOD GUNS 

I 
n a large part of the country, spring 
has sprung and summer is upon us. 
The shooting sports are in full 
swing, as are many others. In addi­

tion to to the usual lawn, automobile and 
spring cleaning chores, we need outdoor 
recreation- as opposed to indoor, which 
we can participate in anytime. 

(I hope that isn 't too controversial as 
I'm hoping to cut down on reader mail 
this issue. Since I answer all letters 
except those from a few whackos who I 
figure are too far around the bend to 
waste my time on- and some of them 
even get answers.) 

In this issue, let 's stick to the basics 
of having fun. Recreational shooting, as 
opposed to organized or competitive, is 
the type of shooting that shou ld be both 
enjoyable and safe. 

It should also be easy to do. Shouldn ' t 
require a Jot of work loading ammo or 
break you finiancially paying for the 
store-bought stuff. 

Plinker's Fun 
Plinking fits the bill perfectly. 
Pl inkers have more fun. Targets can be 

almost anything. Nice, lightweight, low 
recoil, accurate, easy and inexpensive-to­
shoot pistols are numerous in this caliber. 
The universal .22 LR comes in a wide 
range of prices with in anyone 's buying 
ability. 

Many of yo u probably have at least 
one or more plinkers laying around some­
where that hasn ' t been shot in years. Why 
not break it out and just go out for a cou­
ple hours of just plain fun someday? 

If you don ' t have a decent .22 , a 
" plinker" can be anything. The main 
point is to get out and do some " fun " 
shooting. If you don 't have a decent .22 , 
there are plenty of them out there starting 
in price from around a hundred bucks to 
over a couple grand. 

Looking through the 1990 Gun 
Digest to see just what was available in 
.22, l found the numbers and varieties 
had increased considerably since I had 
last looked into them. However, a good 
recreational gun shou ld have a few spe­
cific attributes if you are going to pur­
chase one. 

One: it should have adjustable sights. 
It isn ' t much fun to miss all the time. 

Two: it should have a good trigger (or 
have the trigger worked on by someone 
competent to give a smooth, fairly light 
yet safe trigger pull). 

These two factors are very important 
to hit someth ing- which is the purpose 
of shooting, even in plinking. 

Ordinarily, most sma ll semi-a uto 
"pocket" or defensive pistols are useful 
pl inkers at only very short ranges. 

Try bouncing empty shotgun shells on 
the ground with one of them and you ' II 
see what I mean. Sights are usually fixed, 
with the gun shooting at some random 
point which has little to do with where 
the sights look. Rarely have I found one 
that shot to where the sights looked. 

Accuracy First 
Some pocket pistols are inherently 

capable of surprisingly good accuracy, 
though. However, many of them have bar­
rels so short that the cup base of the .22 
caliber bullet is expanded by the pressure 
of powder gasses as it exits the gun muz­
zle, which is usually somewhat detrimen­
tal to accuracy. 

I've seen some ammunition exhibit 
this tendency with barrels in the four to 
five inch range. Many will do it from 
shorter barrels. Normally, a five-inch bar­
rel is all it takes to deliver excellent accu­
racy from most ammunition, as muzzle 
pressure has dropped enough to prevent" 
flaring the base of the bullet. Most full­
size revolvers, regardless of short barrels, 
se ldom exhibit this tendency because 
enough pressure is lost through the bar­
rel-cylinder gap to lower muzzle pressure 
adequately. 

The recreational pistol should have 
what basically is target-quality sights or 
you are going to be disappointed in the 
accuracy you will get from it. Revolvers 
with a shallow groove cut in the rear of 
the frame or autos with small Y-notch 
rears and inverted-V front sights are near 
useless. 

A reasonable distance between th e 
front and rear sight also helps. Add a 
decent trigger and several of the higher­
quality auto pistols, revolvers and single 
shots will fit the description. 

J.D. 's Favorites 
My personal favorite is the S&W 

Model 41 Target with the 51/z" barrel. 
Cost is now a whopping $549.54, which 
is a lot of money for many people to pay 
for a plinker. 

Second favorite would be the Ruger 
MK H 51/z" bull barrel target model avai l­
able in blue for $260 and $329 in stain­
less. That's more in lin e with what a 

plinking pistol shou ld cost. 
Another I particularly favor is the 

Browning Buckmark Varmint Model on 
which I chopped the barrel to seven inch­
es and put on an electronic sight. It 's a bit 
large for a carry-around plinker, but it 
sure gets the job done and I can hit with it 
far better than l can with plain iron sights 
as ranges increase. 

I like autos as plinkers as I usually 
carry a few extra loaded magazines for 
those occasionally necessary long bursts 
useful for driving tin cans and empty 
shotshells downrange. 

I don ' t care much for sing le-action 
.22s as I find them awkward and slow to 
load and unload. I 'd rather shoot a T/C as 
it's far easier and quicker for me to load 
and unload. 

Double-action revolvers with swing­
out cy linders and simultaneous ejection 
of the empties are fine too, although most 
of them have occasional problems with 
powder grains finding their way under the 
extractor star. 

This causes difficult cylinder rotation. 
(Not much of a problem- just lift the 
extractor and c lean out the powder 
grains .) Pointing the barrel straight up 
when extracting the empty cases seems to 
reduce this problem. 

My a ll-tim e favorite .22 caliber 
revolver is the S&W four-inch Combat 
Masterpiece. Thirty years ago they dido 't 
even need a trigger job as they came from 
the factory. After reading Ed McGivern's 
Fast and Fan cy Revolver Shooting, I 
wore one out in a couple months with 
50,000 fast-double action rounds at aerial 
targets. 

Nope, 50,000 wasn't enough shooting 
to come close to equalling Ed in any way, 
but I found I cou ld consistently hit a tin 
can five times in the air. Hitting empty 
shotshe ll s quite regularly and pennies 
about half the time came with the practice. 

The Dan Wesson .22 is also a good DA 
that I've found to be reliable and accurate. 
It will also respond to a little gunsmithing 
with enthusiasm. There is certain ly noth­
ing wrong with the high quality single­
actions as recreational guns except for 
being slow to load and unload. Face it­
plinkers burn a lot of ammo. Several SAs 
are equ ipped with extra cylinders cham­
bered for the .22 Magnum cartridge. I've 
never found these guns to be quite as accu­
rate as the standard .22s, but if I wanted 
the .22 Mag capability, I wouldn 't let the 
accuracy difference deter me. 

Chuck The Target Pistols 
Generally speaking, several of the less 

expensive guns will give a great deal of 
good service as recreational guns. Many 
of the very expensive target pistols aren ' t 
really much fun as plinkers . Some on ly 
have five-round magazines. Some just 
don ' t do much for me except for punch­
ing paper and I find that about as exciting 
as watching eggs fry. 

Continued on page 101 
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BY JOHN TAFFIN 

T 
he modern beginnings of the 
LOmm go back to the earl y l 970's 
with the creation of a little known 
wildcat called the .40 G&A. 

At the time , there were three semi­
auto cartridges of any ser io us co nse ­
quences available, the 9mm, .38 Super 
and .45 ACP. The idea was to come up 

achi eve adequate stopping power at rea­
sonable pistol velocities." 

There are any number of experts, men 
who have first-hand knowledge of bullet 
performance in both hunting and defen­
s ive s ituations, who would dispute that 
there is any such thing as stopping power. 
Penetration combined with hitting vita l 

areas seem to be 

the IOmm 
much more impor­
tant a nd the .40 
G&A wo uld cer­
tai nl y offer exce l­
le nt penetration 

with a cartridge that combined the best 
qualities of the 9mm and .45 ACP. 

With the creation of the new .40 semi­
auto cartridge, the statemen t was made 
that " ... the .40 ca liber was c hosen 
because it can be shown mathematicall y 
that it takes about thi s size projectile to 
provide the cross-sect ion a l area to 

capab iliti es by 
co mbinin g th e 

speed of the 9mm with the bullet weight 
of the .45 ACP. 

The larger the caliber, the better the 
chance of hitting vita l a reas. The .40, 
while not as good as the .45 in this 
respect, is certainl y better than the 9mm, 
speak ing strictl y from the standpo int of 
the cross sectional area offered by each 

cartridge. The .40 G&A was wildcatted 
by using cut-down .224 Weatherby brass 
and 180 grain .38-40 bullets. Chambered 
in a Browning Hi -Power, maximum 
velocities were right at 1250 fps. The .40 
G&A went nowhere but it o pened the 
doors for the lOmm. 

Now enters the Bren Ten. In 1984, Jeff 
Cooper put hi s stamp of approva l on a 
new semi-automatic pistol from Dornaus 
& Dixon, the muta ti o n resulting from 
putting a larger hole in the barrel of a CZ-
75 9mm pistol. 

The amaz ing thing is that Chairman 
Jeff took to heart a semi -auto that was 
not c hambered in .45 ACP and was a 
double-acrion. The new ca liber was a 
redraw n .40 G&A ca ll ed th e 1 Omm 
Auto, and the new semi-auto, while a 
double action , could be carried cocked­
and -locked. 

Cooper named the new handgun the 
Bren Ten , Br fo r the Brno factory in 
Czechoslovakia and en for the British 

High Performance 1 Omm Favorite Loads 
12 gr. M#7 
ll gr.M#7 
lOgr. M#7 

10.5 gr. M#7 
lOgr. M#7 
9gr. M#7 
10 gr. HS-7 

9.5 gr. HS-7 
9 gr. HS-7 

11 gr. M#7 
10.5 gr. M#7 

lOgr. M#7 
11.5 gr. HS-7 
10.5 gr. HS-7 

l 0 gr. HS-7 
11 gr. M#7 

10.5 gr. M#7 
lOgr. M#7 

10.5 gr. M#5 
lOgr. M#5 

9.5 gr. M#5 
12.5 gr. M#7 

12 gr. M#7 
11.5 gr. M#7 

750 850 950 1050 1150 1250 1350 
Velocity (feet per second) 

WARNING: Approach all hand loading carefully by reducing charges listed by a least 10% and working up cautiously. Neither 
the author nor American Handgunner accept responsibility for results obtained with th is reloading information due to the inherent 
variation in handloading components and individual reloading techniques. 
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Enfield factory. Bren Ten made a catchy 
name for the new IOmm. Unfortunately, 
by 1987 Dornaus & Dixon had gone into 
bankruptcy. 

The gun died, but the cartridge did not. 
Colt resurrected it by chambering the Gov­
ernment Model and renaming it the Delta 
Elite. Now IOmm handguns are also avail­
able from Springfield Armory (The 
Omega), Irwindale Arms (Javelina Hunt­
ing Model of their Long-Slide), LAR (The 
Grizzly), Thompson/Center (The Con­
tender), Glock (Model 20), Colt (Double 
Eagle) and Smith & Wesson (Models 1006 
and I OJ 6). I can think of no other instance 
in hi story whereby the original handgun 
died so quickly, and yet the cartridge lives 
on in so many persuasions. 

American Handgunner first reported 
the rumor (now fact) that a down-loaded 
!Omm is to be the official FBI cartridge 
in a full-size semi-automatic , probably 
the Smith & Wesson I 006. The Fat Boys 
Institute has called for specially powder­
puffed loads that are the equivalent of .45 
ACP target wadcutters. 

One has to wonder why. A full-sized 
gun? With target loads? When they could 
have chosen the more compact Smith & 
Wesson 4516 in .45 ACP which could be 
used with loads that are already battle 
proven? 

Reload ing the I Omm proved to have a 
few glitches. While waiting for the arrival 
of two Colt Delta Elites from custom 
Gunsmith Steve Woods (3840 Dahlgren 
Court, De pt. AH, Ellicott City, MD 
21043, phone: 301-465-7979), I loaded 
500 rounds of lOmm ammunition using 
various available bulle ts both cast and 
jacketed in Midway brass. 

I am not a great di sc iple of overall car­
tridge length as it can vary so much from 
gun to gun and magazine to magaz ine, 
but in thi s case I decided to load up ahead 
of time and be all pre pared when the 
!Omm 's arrived. 

Yep , you g uessed it. A 11 th e loads 

proved to be too long for the magazines 
and the chambers of the Colt Delta 
Elites and I spent a pleasant evening in 
front of the TV seating all the loads to 
proper length with a Lee hand press. No 
harm done. 

Later the same loads which worked 
perfectly through the magazine and into 
the chambers of the Colts would prove 
to be too long to fun ct ion in a IAI 
Javelina !Omm. So much for overall 
cartridge length. 

Cartridges must be tailored to individ­
ual guns unless bullets chosen have no 
shoulders to hang up in chambers and no 
broad noses to hang up in magazines. 

Other than the above problem, loading . 
the I Omm proved to be sufficiently easy 
with the use of RCBS carbide di es. I 
always like to leave about one-sixteenth 
of an inch of the shoulder of any semi­
auto bull et exposed. This works with 
some bullets in the Colt lOmm but loads 
for the Javelina must be seated with the 
shoulder flush with the case mouth . 

Four jacketed bullets were shot exten­
s ive ly in the Colt and Javelina. Those 
bullets were Sierra 's 150 and 180 grain 
JHC 's, Speer's 190 grain FMJ, and Hor­
nady's 200 grain FMJ. A fifth jacketed 
bullet, Hornady 's 170 grain JHP was used 
in the Javelina alone. 

The !Omm proves to be quite fu ssy 
about the jacketed bull ets and load 
combinations it is being fed. The Speer 
190 gra in s lug would not group at all 
with e ither of the Colts with any of the 
loads tried. 

Switching to the Jave lina , the same 
Speer 190 would shoot into less than two 
inches with the right load. I called Speer 
and they rel ated that they too had had 
problems in the Colt Delta Elite and oth­
ers have reported that the Delta Elite is no 
g rea t shakes accuracy-wise with any 
loads tried. 

Both Colt Delta Elites I used for test­
ing the I Omm had been worked over with 
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slide tightening, trigger jobs, etc, but had 
stock barrels. 

Many jacketed loads proved to be 
exceptionally accurate in the Colt Delta 
Elites and the Javelina with many loads 
grouping under two inches or less at 25 
yards when fired using the Outer 's Pis­
tol Perch as a rest. A sandbag is placed 
in the barrel notc h of the perch and 
another is placed on the platform that 
serves as a hand rest. This proved to be 
the best way of us ing the Pistol Perch 
for accuracy testing. 

Some excellent loads surfaced as the 
testing progressed. With jacketed bullets 
in the 180 to 200 gra in category, I 0.5 
grains of AA#7 gave velocities in the 
1100+ fps range and consistently grouped 
in two inches or less with both the Delta 
Elites and the Javelina. 

This same load gave the same excel­
lent results with the RCBS #lOmm-200 
cast bullet in the Colt Delta Elites. 
Groups ran in the one and one-half inch 
range with velocities at 1200 fps. 
Switching to the Javelina, 11.0 grains of 
AA#7 gives 1281 fps and groups ri ght 
at one-inch. 

An excellent practice or competition 
load for the lOmm with the RCBS cast 
bullet proved to be 5.5 grains of WW23 I. 
This load goes I 000 fps from the five-inch 
barrel of the Delta Elite and 1075 fps from 
the seven-inch barrel of the Javelina. 
Accuracy is so good, I would search no 
more. This load makes major with plenty 
to spare, is easy to handle and consistently 
groups under one and one-half inches. 

For a lighter cast bullet , I use the Bull­
X (102 S .Main St., Dept AH, Farmer 
City, IL 61842) 175 gra in semi-wadcut­
ter. The same 5.5 grains of WW23 l gives 
velocities of 1050 in the Delta Elites and 
1100 in the Javelina. Easy shooting and 
easily makes major for action shooting 
competition. 

Is the I Omm a hunting pistol ? With 
qualifications, yes it is. The qualifications 
are the proper ammunition and especially 
discretion . Pushed to the limit, the I Omm 
is better than the .357 Magnum but still 
quite a bit below the .41 Magnum. I have 
been us ing the 170 Hornady JHP and 
have deve loped a wa rm load of 13.0 
grains of AA#7 for 1374 fps from the 
seven-inch Javelina. This should do the 
job on small deer without any problem. 
This load should also be worked up to 
carefully starting at around 11.0 grains. 

The jury is still out on the !Omm . 
Since it is the only "magnum" type car­
tridge available in standard-sized semi­
autos, it has received a great deal of 
attention. Properly loaded it should prove 
to be an excellent choice for action shoot­
ing, Hunter/Field Pistol , self-defense, and 
hunting within limits. 

While I would not ru sh to trade in 
my .45 ACP for one, it certainly 
deserves room in my gun collection and 
on my re loadin g ...... 
bench . I like it. ~ 
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The AYOOB FILES 
FAST .38 BEATS SLOW .45: 

THE PAUL HUEBL INCIDENT 
Situation: Serving a 
warrant, you 're suddenly 
attacked by an angry man 
with a . 45 pistol. 

Lesson: Post-shooting 
response is just as 
important as tactics in the 
actual gunfight. 

October 18, 1987. Even pitch black night is hot this time of year in Paradise Val­
ley, Arizona. It is the darkness that makes process server Paul Huebl's Smith &: 
Wesson 649 stainless Bodyguard discreetly invisible, despite its Art Jewel stag 
grips and despite the fact that it's worn exposed in a Galea open-top scabbard on 
his right hip. 

Arizona is one of those states with no provision for a license to carry a handgun 
concealed, yet which theoretically permits citizens with clean records to carry one 
exposed. That logic stands up right until you wear one into a downtown shopping 
mall in Phoenix, at which time little old ladies in tennis shoes will start screaming 
and you may be arrested for breach of the peace. 

For Huebl, it is a particular concern. A recent court ruling has stated that process 
servers are not to carry guns. Huebl, a Chicago and Cook County cop before he 
removed· himself to the Sun Belt and found out he could make more money working 
for himself, is in the forefront of a vocal movement that challenges a judge's 
authority to deprive an Arizona citizen of his right to go visibly armed just because 
he happens to serve legal papers as an officer of the court. 

His carrying of the hammer-shrouded, five-shot .38 Special snubnose is some­
thing he perceives as an act of righteous civil disobedience. 

He sees it also as an act of self-preservation. He has testified to the appropriate 
bodies that people who are being sued or divorced, or are having their prized prop­
erty repossessed, do not take it well when the process server hands them the docu­
ment that goes with the act. They tend to punish the messenger because they don't 
like the message. 

Tonight, Paul Huebl, who never had to shoot anyone as a cop, is about to find out 
just how correct his prediction was. 

Huebl has been dispatched to the home of one James Robert "Bob" Lyne, age 52. 
Lyne is a businessman who has previously been charged with fraud, and who is 
about to be evicted from the sumptuous two-acre home in Paradise Valley that he 
hasn't paid the rent on in months. 

Noting that the area is virtually pitch-black, Huebl takes from his car the 10-
year-old Kel-Lite flashlight he once carried as a cop. Its four C-cell batteries are 
drained almost out, and the torch casts only a dim yellow glow. He makes a mental 
note to replace the batteries soon. 

He serves the papers to Mrs. Lyne, turns, and strides down the darkened walk­
way toward his car. No problem yet. 

Until now. 
A large figure looms in front of him: Bob Lyne, six-feet-one and 235 pounds. 

Huebl is six-feet and a bit over 200, and his first perception is of a bigger man. In 
the dim beam of the weakened flashlight, he can see that the man's right hand is 

Continued on page 66 
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S&A HI-GRIP SAFETY 
Positions Hand as High and Close 
to Centerline of Bore as Possible!!! 

Will Retrofit to Guns Now Using 
Wilson/Clark Grip Safeties 

with No Further 
Frame Modifications! 

AVAILABLE IN: 
0 STAINLESS 
0 BLUE 

$ 3 4 9 5 
Post Paid, Prepaid, or UPS-COD 
(UPS-COD Charge - $3 50) 

• Texas Residents add 8% sales tax ($2.80 ea .) 

IF UNAVAILABLE AT 
YOUR DEALER -

ORDER DIRECT FROM S&A 
"DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED" 

P.O. Box 835790 
Richardson , TX 75083 

(214) 231 -6084 

"STRESSFIRE" 
At lostl The first volume of Mossod Ayoob's long awaited series on " Gunfighting for Police: 
Advanced T octics and Techniques.' ' 
"STRESSFIRE" is the result of Ayoob's years of research about what actually happens in 
gunfights. 
Learn how stress and adrenalin affect the mind and body, ruining conventional shooting 
techniques under pressure . .. and how new techniques actually feed off that pressure to 
make you perform better under stressl 

$9.95 

"THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK" 
At lost, master gunfighting tactician John Farnam gives his formula for shooting survival. One 
of the top notional instructors, John covers gun and holster selections and gives intensive 

advice on use of cover. movement, mental awareness and preparation, and the TACTICS for 
winning a gun duel. 

$11.95 
Plus $2.95postage and handling 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED. ORDER TOLL FREE: 800-624-9049 

--------------POLICE BOOKSHELF P.O. Box122, Concord, N.H. 03301-------------

STRESSFIRE $9.95 _ _ 

THE STREET SMART GUN BOOK $11 .95 _ _ 
Shipping and handling $2.M __ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Name _ _____ ___ _____________ _ 

Street ______________________ _ 

City ____ ______ ____________ _ _ 

State _________ Zip ____________ _ 
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Gun Logo Ears 
Team Silencio is now producing their 

top line of ear protection, the CDS-80 
Magnum Deluxe earmuffs, with the logo 
and colors of some of the top firearm 
manufacturers . Logos include Beretta, 
Colt, Remington, Ruger, TIC Contender, 
Walther and Winchester. Smith & Wes­
son color and logo are available on the 
Silencio Flight Deck Model. 

For more information contact TEAM 
Silencio, Dept. AH, Coney Island Drive, 
Sparks, NV 89431. 

Prai.~e {[~e ~oab 

With the Superior Performance of 
Hodgdon Powders 

Si uperior accuracy can be achieved through reloading with reliable, 

consistently performing powder. To achieve thi s level of consistency, the 

experts at Hodgdon's select only the finest raw materia ls and give special 

a ttention to blending. Rigorous testing of each batch of powder fur ther 

attests to Hodgdon's committment to qua lity. 

For over 45 years, Hodgdon Powder has been a 

performa nce leader among shooters. This 

ex plai ns why more winning shooters competing 

in benchrest matches use Hodgdon Powder. 

Hodgdon encourages every shooter to enjoy the 

advantages and economy of reloading with the 

superior performance of Hodgdon Powders. 
For more information on re loading & Hodgdon Powders , write : 

HODGDON POWDER COMPANY, INC. 

P.O. Box 2932, Dept. AH07 

Shawnee Mission , KS 66201 

HODGDON'SINDUSTRY 
INSIDERS 

Bob Giarusso 
Sales, Nosier Bullets 
300 Win. Mag. Ca liber 

180 gr. Nosier Partition Bullet 
75 Gr. Hodgdo n H450 Powder 

TIC Hunter Pak 
Considering handgun hunting? 

Thompson/Center has all you 'll need in 
the new Contender Hunter Package. 

The Contender Hunter is available in 
.223 Rem, 7x30 Waters , 30/30 Win., 
.357 Rem Max, .35 Rem, .44 Mag, and 
45/70 Govt. caliber and is equipped 
with a 12 inch barrel with T/C's new 
Muzzle Tamer. 

For more information contact 
Thompson /Center Arms, P.O. Box 
5002, Dept. AH , Rochester, NH 03867. 

Ranger Lite 
A new aluminum frame 1911 .45 

from Federal Ordnance gives up weight 
but not features or accuracy, according 
to the manufacturer. 

The Ranger Lite weighs in at 32 ozs. 
but comes complete with features such 
as Millett high profile fixed combat 
sights, Ranger wrap around rubber 
grips , wide beavertail grip safety, 
extended slide release , thumb safety 
and mag release. 

For more information contact: Feder­
al Ordnance , 1443 Potrero Ave ., Dept. 
AH , S. El Monte, CA 91733. 
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OD® Leather & SIDEKICK® Gun Cases 
Swivels Nylon Holsters & 

Slings Accessories 

Molded 
Handgun 
Grips 

Recoil Pads Hunting Gear OD® Scope 
Covers 

Black Police 
Powder Products 
Accessories 

UNCLE 
MIKE:S 

® 

by Michaels of Oregon 

SIDEKICK 
Holsters 
Several million hunters, shooters 

and law enforcement officers have 
discovered the fit , the feel and the 
indestructibility of SIDEKICK 
Cordura® nylon holsters. 

Since we pioneered and patented 
the concept of the laminated nylon 
holster seven years ago, the selection 
and versatility of the SIDEKICK line 
have grown to meet every shooter's 
needs. 

Whether you hunt with your hand­
gun , use it for target or silhouette 
shooting or keep it for personal 
security, there's a SIDEKICK holster 
for every situation and for virtually 
every kind of revolver, auto and 
single shot you might own . We can • 
fit everything from palm-sized autos 
to big scoped revolvers . 

Every SIDEKICK holster is made 
from a laminate of tough 1000-denier 
Cordura nylon , waterproof closed­
cell foam padding and smooth nylon 
lining . Secure safety straps, belt 
loops and harnesses that keep the 
holster where it belongs, nylon web 
sight channels , precise cutting and 
sewing ... they're all part of every 
SIDEKICK holster, too . 

To complete your setup , "Uncle 
Mike's" offers a complete selection 
of holster and cartridge belts , speed­
loader and pistol clip pouches, 
ammo carriers of various kinds and 
other belt accessories, all matched 
in style, color and quality to the 
SIDEKICK holster you choose . 

Your nearest gun shop or sporting 
goods store has the SIDEKICK hol­
sters and accessories you need. The 
cost of these products is so reason­
able you may consider more than 
one holster style for the same gun . 

The "Uncle Mike's" 
GUARANTEE 

Here it is , plain and simple: Satisfaction 
guaranteed . "Uncle Mike's' guarantees this 
product or your money back. 

Send $2 for 40-page full -color catalog and price 
list to ·uncle Mike's," Dept. AHG-19, P. O. Box 
13010, Portland , OR 97213. 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 



ORDERS ONLY 24HOUR FAX 

1-800-747-3845. 319-277-3003 Qenny's 
Shooters 

Supply, Inc. 

FOR INFORMATION 

• 319-277-3171 

P.O. Box 402 • Cedar Falls. Iowa 50613 
EASY TO ORDER Mail in your order along with certified funds. allow 2 weeks for ~ 
Personal checks to clear. Describe your order as clearly as possible and include your phone VISA 
number, OR Call in your order anytime. We accept VISA, MasterCard and UPS COD. Feel 
free to call if you have questions about any items listed or for help with ordering. l• 

WE PAY THE FREIGHT TO YOU I 

Dealers send FFL FOR Dealer Price List. 

~ WILSON 
\~ COMBAT 

ff:______, - MAGAZINES -
7rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad . .. ... . ...... .. ... 21.50 
7rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad . . . . . . . . . 23.00 
8rd 45 Acp w/Base Pad ..... . ....... . . ... 25.00 
8rd 45 Acp w/Extended Base Pad . . . . . . . . . 27.00 
10rd38Sprw/BasePad . .... . . . ..... • .... 27.75 
8rd 10mm w/Base Pad . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
8rd 10mm w/Extended Base Pad .......... 27.00 

- COMMANDER HAMMERS -
Narrowed, (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Deluxe Slotted, Blue ........ . ........ . New 32.95 

- BARRELS & COMP KITS -
45 Acp 5" Stainless Match Bbl ............ 135.00 
45 Acp 6" Stainless Match Bbl ............ 145.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Match Bbl . . . ..... . . . . . 155.00 
38 Spr 6" Stainless Bbl w/Ramp .... . . . .... 165.00 
Match Barrel Bushings (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
LE·K 45acp Drop In Kit ... . .... . ... .. New 250.00 
LE-K 45acp Compensator Kit Gov't-comm. . .. 275.00 
DP-K 45acp Dual Port Kit .. .. ...... .. New 295.00 
LE-K 38spr Compensator Kit .. ............ 285.00 
LE-K 38spr Compensator Kit w/Ramp Bbl .... 295.00 
DP·K 38spr Dual Port Kit ........... . New 320.00 

- GUIDE RODS & SPRINGS -
1 Piece Gov't or Commander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.00 
2 Piece Gov't 5 or 6" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00 
1 Piece Kit w/springs & shok buffs . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
Group Gripper-Gov'VCommander . . . . . . . . . . 26.00 
Full Length Guide Rod/Group Gripper . . . . . . 33.25 
Recoil Springs 12 or 20 lb (Commander) . . . . 4.50 
Gov~ Springs 

8,9,10,12,13,15.17,181h ,22-each ......... 4.50 

-SIGHTS-
High Visability Combat . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 26.00 
Deluxe High Visability Combat . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
3-Dot Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.00 
Bo·Mar, Front . . . . 8.00 Wichita, Front ..... 1 0.00 
Bo·Mar, Back ..... 60.00 Wichita. Rear ...... 62.50 

- SAFETIES & SLIDE RELEASES -
Ex Thumb Safety (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . 24.00 
Ambi Safety (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
Ex Slide Release (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . 27.00 
Standard Slide Release (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . . 21 .50 
Beavertail Grip Safety (Blue/SS) . . . . . . 22.50 
High Grip Beavertail (Blue/SS) ......... New 35.00 

- OTHER ITEMS -
Practical Shooters Bag, Black .... . .. . . New 79.95 
Shootist Bag, Black ............ . . .... New 89.95 
Heavyweight Grips, Silver .. . .......... New 52.50 
Long Match Trigger ..... . ..... . .......... 16.50 
6 Shok Buffs . . . . 5.95 5 Red Buffs . . . . 6.95 
Extended Ejectors (45acp or 38spr) . . . . . . . . 21 .00 
Extended Magazine Release . . . . . . . 23.00 
Checkered Mainspring Housing FtaVArched . . . 35.00 
The Combat 45 Auto Book by Bill Wilson . . . 13.00 
Checked Front Strap (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . 15.QO 
Barrel Link Kit (includes 5 links) . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.00 
Replacement Bbl Links 1,2,3,4,5, each . . . . . . 5.00 
Slide Thumb Guard (Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Mag Well (Blue/Stainless) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 
Brass Belt Buckle w/Wilson Logo . . . . . . . . . . 11 .00 
Extractor 45acp 70 or 80 Series . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6.00 
Extractor 38spr 70 or 80 Series . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6.00 
S & W L Frame Under1ug (Blue/Stainless) . . . 45.00 
Extended Base Pad (for Wilson Mags) . . . . . . 1. 75 

JOHN SHAW 
"Shoot to Win" book by John Shaw . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00 
"You Can't Miss" book by John Shaw . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 
6 Pack Base Pads 2 self tapping screws . . . . . . . 9.00 
Pro Shooters Bag (Black Ballistic Nylon). . . . . . . . 79.95 

KIM AHRENDS CUSTOM GRIPS 
Cocoboto, Cordia, Ebony, Tutipwood, Kingwood, Rosewood 

Combat Grips . 36.00 
Diamond Grips . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

Plllln Brown or Black Basket 
New Fas-trac Holster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.00 
Stock Revolver 4" & 6" for S&W 

K·L-N Frame ....... ... .. . ..... ... ..... 99.00 
PPG 6" S&W K-L-N Frame Adjustable cant 
Open Front for Ribs & Scopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.00 
Double Mag Pouch-Available Straight Up, 

Angle Back or Angle Forward . . . . . . . . . . . 36.00 
Fender Single Mag Pouch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00 
Fender Double Mag Pouch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.00 
Fender Triple Mag Pouch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.00 
Competition Belt (spring steel lined) . . . . . . . . 50.00 

REMINGTON 38 SUPER BRASS 
1,000 

Nickle Plated, Un-Primed + P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.00 
Un-Plated, Un-Primed + P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.00 
Once Fired 45 Brass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.00 

COMPETITION 
ELECTRONICS 

Pro Timer Ill .... . ... ..... 225.00 
Pro Tach Chronograph ... 129.95 
Pro TNT .. . . . ...... . .... 325.00 

VIDEKI TRIGGERS 
Speed Trigger, Long 

w/3 Holes .. . .... ..... 14.00 
Long Match Trigger .. .... 13.00 
Gold Cup w/3 Holes . . . . . 15.00 
Extended Ejector . . . . . . . . 15.50 

50 Practice Pin Targets ............ New 13.50 
White corrugated cardboard, exact size 

Box cl 1,00Cl matching pin target pasters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $3.00 

SHOOTING VIDEO'S 
Pistol Masters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
How to Shoot Fast & Accurate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
The Steel Challenge 1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
NRA Bianchi Cup 1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
USPSA Nationals 1988 . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
Second Chance 1988. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
Bob Munden "Fast Draw" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
Womens Guide to IPSC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 49.95 
How to Win at PPG w/John Pride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
45 Acp Disassembly/Reassembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.95 
Pachmayr "Handgun Hunting" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.95 
"A1 the Beep" w/J. Michael Plaxco, 2Y2 hours ot 

clllssroom end on - range shooting 
Instruction (2 tapes) ......... .. ..... ... ....... .... 89.95 

""""""'-~ ·- ,, .. 1 Ord 38 Super Magazine Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.95 
10rd 38 Super Magazine Stainless . . . . .. ... ... 27.95 
1 Ord 38 Super Conversion Kits ..... . .... .. ..... 12.50 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine Blue .. . . . .. .. .. . ..•.... 19.50 
8rd 45 Acp Magazine Stainless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.50 
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0.50 
Shaw Mag Pad installed on above mags . . . . . . . . 2.00 

ED BROWN 
Blue Stainless 

High Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety . . ... . . 29.95 31 .95 
Maxi-Well . . ... .. .. . ... . ........ . . . .... 29.95 31 .95 
Slotted Commander Hammer ... . ........ 32.95 35.95 
Extended Thumb Safety ............. . .. . 29.95 13.95 
Ambidextrous Safety .. . ......... . ...... 49.95 54.95 
Beavertail Installation Jig .. . . .. .. . . . ... , . . . . . . 17.95 
1 pc. Heavy Duty Guide Rod & Plug . . . . . . . . . . . 25.95 

MAG PACK 
8rd 45 Acp Conversion Kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.95 
7rd 45 Acp Officers Model Kits . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . 8.95 
10rd 38 spr Conversion Kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.95 

} f-Bf.ll:t~~1!:ct~~? 
> Plain Black 
J Brown Basket 

008 Final Option ... . ................ 84.00 84.00 
002 Cup Challenge ....... . .. . . . .... 71.95 75.50 
Competition Belt add $10.95 

for Buckle .................. . . ... 38.50 38.50 
076 Double Mag Pouch ............. 22.95 26.50 
073 Triple Mag Pouch ..... .... ...... 31 .95 36.50 
077 Idaho Reloader 

(angle adjustable) ................. 16.65 17.50 
333 Triple Speed Loader Pouch ....... 17.50 17.50 
700-2 Double Adjust A Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
700-3 Triple Adjust A Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 
702 Double Adjust A Bar comptete w/2 OT7's . . . 39.50 
703 Triple Adjust A Bar complete w/3 077's . . . . 55.50 

SPEEDLOADERS 
Safariland Comp II (S&W Kor L) . . . . . . . . . . . 7.50 
Safariland Comp Ill (S&W Kor L) . . . . . . . . . . . 11 .50 
Safariland Loading Blocks (S& W K or L) . . . . 13.50 
Safariland Shooters Box . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.95 
HKS (all sizes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.25 

,m.-t'J~ER 
Mag Guide Govt, FlaUArched (B/S) . . . . . . . . . 69.95 
Mag Guide Officers Flat (Blue/SS) . . . . . . . . . 69.95 
Ambi Mag Release . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69.95 

CLARK CUSTOM 
6" 45 Acp Match Barrel. .................. 130.00 
6" 38 Super Ramped Barrel ....... . ....... 130.00 
Pin Master Comp Kit, Barrel, Comp & Spring Guide 

38 Super or 45 Acp .. .................. 270.00 
Short Pin Master Comp Kit, 38spr or 45acp . .. 115.00 
Pin Master Comp Only, 38 Super or 45 Acp ... 140.00 
Barrel Bushings, Blue or Stainless . . . . . . . . . . 12.50 
2 Piece Guide Rods, 5" or 6" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Barrett Mag Guide, Blue or Stainless . . . . . . . 25.00 
Aimpoint Mount, Fits Colt Govt. . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00 
45 Auto Adjustable Scope Mount . . . . . . . . . . 37.00 
Ruger MKll Adjustable Trigger . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Ruger MKll Grips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.95 

-~ ~ GRIP~ 
Presentation . . .. . . 20.00 Signature ....... . . . 25.00 
Grippers ......... 24.00 Pro Grippers . . . .. .. 24.00 
Compac ..... . ... 23.00 Pro Compacs ... . .. 23.00 

ACCESSORIES 
Auto Pistol Sights .... . . ... . .. ... . .. .. ... New 53.45 
Nylon Trigger .. . .... . .. . .... ... ...... . . ... . . . 12.55 
Custom Wide Barrel Link, Stainless . ... . . . . . ... 19.75 
WidgetTool. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95 
Grip Safety, Govt or Comm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.45 
Mainspring Housing, Flat or Arched . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.25 
Slide Thumb Guard, Blue or Stainless . . . . . . . . . . 17.95 
Snap Caps 9mm, 38 Special, 45 Acp . . . . . . . . . . 11.95 
Mag Bumper Kits, Colt Mags (set of 5) . . . . . . . . . 14.35 
Magazine Bumper Kit S&W 59, 645 (set of 2) .... 14.95 
Mag Bumper Kit, Hi-Power (set of 2) . . . . . . . . . . . 14.95 
Colt Officers Magazine, Stainless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.15 
Colt Govt Magazine, Stainless . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.35 
Browning Hi-Power Magazine, Stainless . . . . . . . . 29.65 
Beretta Magazine, Stainless . ..... . . ... . . . New 31 .45 
Sig P226 Magazine, Stainless ............. New 35.95 
PT-92/99 Magazine, Stainless ............ New 31.45 

CHIP McCORMICK 
Fully Prepped Sear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.95 
Nastoff Slotted Commander Hammer . . . . . . . . . . 76.95 
McCormick Slotted Commander Hammer . . . . . . 76.95 
Titanium/Carbon Fiber Match Trigger . . . . . . . . . . 29.95 



"Handgunners" seen iumping out of c~rs 
and running to newsstands when hearmg 

1990 American Handgunner Annual is on sale. 

But you don't have to go 
anywhere to get your copy. 
It's no w?nder shooters everywhere are rushing to get the 

1990 Amencan Handgunner Annual. Inside are NEW 
stories and EXCLUSIVE features that can 't be found 
anywhere else. Here's a sample of what's inside: 

• IPSC shooting - Tips from the pros like champion Rob Leatham. 
•A look at Smith & Wesson's 45-16, Century Arms' .50-70 
and Springfield Armory's P-9. 

• ~merican Handgunner's exclusive Club 100 Pistol smith 
directory and BONUS catalog directory. 

The 1990 American Handgunner Annual can be in your 
hands in no time. Order your copy today! 

r, - 7 --- --- - ---------------~ 

1 YES. Rush my copy(s) of the 1990 American Handgunner Annual. I 
I D 1 copy at $6.95 0 2 copies for $11.90 DC heck/MO enclosed I 
I 0 Bill my MC/Visa No. Initial I 

CA residents add I 
7.25% sales tax I 

Send to : 
American Handgunner I 

I 591 Camino de la Reina, #200 I 
'-------------=========:.J L ~a~ _____ Z!_ _________ s: ~e~·:: ;,_2~8- _I 





BORES 
Wyoming gunsmith 

John Linebaugh puts 
horsepower into a 

handgun. 
By John Ta/fin 

Photos by lchiro Nagata 

T
he day had been a rather qui e t 
Fourth of Jul y, e ndin g by my 
relaxing at home, when the phone 
rang. It was a young man calling 

from Cody, Wyo., to te ll me about custom 
.45 Colt sixguns he was building and to 
relay the fact that he wanted to send me a 
test gun . 

His claims were, at least at that time, 
unbelievable. A .45 Colt that would shoot 
250 grain bullets at 1,700 fee t per second! 
Come on , now. 

The caller was custom gunsmith John 
Linebaugh and he claimed 50% to 90% 
inc rease in muzz le ene rgy over a .44 
Magnum in barrels of seven and one-half 
inches or longer; that is, I ,500 to 2,000 
ft/lbs. of energy. . 

That was quite a claim John made to 
me in 1983 and everything he said turned 
out to be true. 

I had been a fan (fanatic?) of the .45 

Colt for a long time, hav ing purchased 
one of the first Second Generation Colt 
Sing le Actions as a teenage r back in 
1957. 

But 250 grain bullets at 1.700 fps in a 
.45 Colt? The same old .45 Colt that writ­
ers had been deriding for its ·'weak brass" 
for years? John Linebaugh did send me one 
of his custom .45 's built on an El Dorado 
frame with a custom ten and one-half inch 
barrel and a custom oversize cylinder. The 
cylinder was made oversize by ut·ili zing all 
of the frame window and also by fi tting it 
with no excessive gap between the front of 
the cylinder and the frame. That particular 
gun and loads were written up in the Jan­
uary /February 1985 issue of American 
Handgunner, in fact it was the first aiticle I 
did for the Ha11dgu1111er. 

When l made my first trip to the range 
with the Linebaugh .45 Colt, I went pre­
pared. Prepared, that is, wi th a nylon mal-



John Linebaugh chose the Ruger Sisley as the platform for his massive .500 
caliber wildcat because of its recoil-handling grip frame and inherent strength. 

let and proper sized wooden dowels to 
pound fired cases out of the cylinder. 

Big Bore Believer 
Perhaps I should have had more faith 

in Linebaugh but at the time I did not 
know him . Since then he has become a 
good friend and also proven to be a top 
gunsmith, and a man that can be believed 
when it comes to big bore single actions. 

In those first testings of a Linebaugh 
custom revolver, I used .45 Winchester­
Western brass that was heavily loaded 
five times. Bullets of 260 grains, both 
cast and jacketed, were driven over 1,700 
fps; 310 gra in bullets to l ,565 fps; 325 
grain bullets to 1,600 fps ; and 385 grain 
bullets to 1,300 fps. 

At no time did I experience stuc k 
cases nor did any of the WW .45 Colt 
brass split. In fact , that brass is still regu­
larly being reloaded and has not been 
separated from other .45 Colt brass used 
with standard loadings . 

That experience made me a believer in 
John Linebaugh and his custom guns. John 
explained that one of the reasons he was 
able to get such dramatic results is the fact 
that he maintains close tolerances. 

Factory .45 Colt loads expand .004" in 
both Colt Single Actions and Ruger Black­
hawks of recent manufacture in .45 Colt 
chambering. John 's custom .45s, even with 
heavy loads, expand only .00 l" in diameter 
above the base of the cartridge. 

The pressure is contained by the tight 

cylinder and consequently brass lasts a 
long time. 

Sixgun Traditionalist 
John Lin ebaugh is a traditionalist 

when it comes to sixguns, or in the case 
of many of hi s conversions, fiveguns. He 
believes in packin ' pi stol s. Guns that can 
be carried comfortably all day in a hip 
holster and then slipped under a bedroll 
or pillow at night. A handg un that is 
always ava ilable, always ready. A feature 
that made the Colt Single Action Army 
such a popular sixgun. 

Linebaugh is about as likely to scope a 
handgun or use a nylon hol ster as he is to 
vote I iberal or take the name of Elmer 
Keith in vain. 

Simply put , John is a 19th Century 
man building g un s with 20th Century 
technology. Yep, he uses a progress ive 
re loader but to load bi g- bullet , time­
proven loads. 

Linebaugh 's philosophy of handguns 
is found in the following quotation : 

We are a custom sixgun shop dedicat­
ed to the old school sixgunner. We.follow 
th e th eories of Elmer Keith and John 
(Pondoro) Taylor. Theirs was one of big 
bullets, so is ours. 

Bullet weight and caliber are constants 
in ex ternal ballistics; velocity is a con­
stantly diminishing variable. I believe 
high velocity to be a superb kill er if 
placed with exac t prec is ion , and if it 
reac hes the inside of the animal. But 
without exact placement, it lacks the pen­
etrating qualities and thus it wastes its 
energy in flesh wounds. 

The big bull et does not have these 
shortcomings. It will penetrate fully from 
any angle, thus letting the hunter take 
shots with confidence that he wou.ld oth­
erwise pass up with a " little gun". 

I for one do not like big guns, just big 
bullets. With this in mind we offer mod­
els and ideas to the old school sixgunner. 

Remember, old school to us is power­
ful , practical, and packable. 

That then is exactly what John 
Linebaugh strives for in every handgun 
he builds. Three things: 

Power: The .45 Colt is the smallest 
gun Linebaugh builds. 

Practical: These guns are designed 
with the hunter of big game in mind . 

Packable: Every sixgun John offers 
packs easily in a hip holster. 

Linebaugh's .45 Colt 
At the present time, Linebaugh Cus­

tom Guns offers five levels of handguns . 
First are the Colt Single Action and 

New Frontier Models. These guns as they 
come from the factory have notoriously 
oversized chambers and give continued, 
albeit false, credence to the myth of weak 
.45 Colt brass. 

Linebaugh installs Colt .45 cylinders 
that have been re-chambered tightly from 
.357 Magnum or .44 Special chamber­
ings. By installing properly chambered 
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BULLET 
NEI #390.477 
(380GRAIN) 

LBT #476.370LFN 
(350GRAIN) 

LBT #476.420LFN 
(395 GRAIN) 

LBT #476.440LFN 
(405GRAIN) 

.475 LINEBAUGH 
LOAD VELOCITY 

28.0 gr. H4227 1276 fps. 
27.0 gr. #2400 1371 fps. 
21 .0 gr. BLUE DOT 1310 ~s. 
31 .0 gr. WW296 1408 s. 

28.0 gr. H4227 1255 fps. 
28.5 gr. #2400 1460 fPs. 
21 .5 gr. BLUE DOT 1358 fPs. 
33.0 gr. WW296 1534 fPs. 

27.0 gr. H4227 1251 fps. 
25.5 gr. #2400 1355 fps. 
20.0 gr. BLUE DOT 1285 ~s. 
29.0 gr. WW296 1394 ps. 

25.0 gr. H4227 l 1 77~s . 
24.0 gr. #2400 1312fus. 
19.0 gr. BLUE DOT 1253 ps. 
29.0 gr. WW296 1427 fps. 

GROUP 
1 5/ a" 
1 3/ ;" 
1 3/ ;" 
1 s/ a" 

1" 
2" 

2 1/ ," 
2" 

1 3/ ." 
1 1/," 
1 1/ ," 
1 3/ ;" 

1 7 / a" 
2 1/ ," 

3/ 4 11 

1 3/ .'' 

FIREARM: BISLEY 5 1/," BRASS: .45/70 TRIMMED TO 1.400" 
PRIMER: CCI #350 CHRONOGRAPH: OEHLER MODEL 35P 
TEMP: 35-45 DEGREES 
GROUPS: 5 SHOTS AT 25 YARDS, BRACED STANDING. 

cylinders and with close tolerances main­
tain ed throughout the s ix g un , a 
Linebaugh .45 Single Action Colt or New 
Frontier with a seven and one-half inch 
barre l is capable of 1,300 fps with 225 
grain jacketed hollow points, 1,250 fps 
with 260 gra in cast Keith bu ll e ts, and 
1, 150 fps with 300 grain cast bu llets. 

That is a lot of practical power from 
such a relatively small sixgun, a sixgun that 
was originally built to handle 255 grain bul­
lets with black powder loads of 850 fps. 

I sent John a Second Generation .357 
New Frontie r along with an ex tra .3 57 
Magnum cy linder and a four and three-

The custom five-shot cylinder is a 
"beautifully cra~ed part" according 
to author Taffin. It is precisely 
machined and then meticulously 
fitted. The test gun came with a .002" 
cylinder gap! 

quarter inch .45 NF barrel a few years back. 
I got back a .45 New Frontier with a 

tight cylinder that shoots one-hole groups 
at 25 yards and I still have the original 
barrel and cylinder shou ld I ever want to 
change back to the orig inal chambering. 
As accurate and packable as th is little six­
gun is, changing back is not very like ly. 

The .1.1small" .45 
Moving up the line we come to what 

Linebaugh calls hi s small .45 Colt. This 
is bui lt up by starting w ith a Ruger of 
.357, .41, or .44 caliber. The cylinder is 
re-chambered to .45 Colt, the gun is tight­
ened up, and a special slow twist Douglas 
barre l installed . 

With the "small " .45 Colt, the sixgun­
ner can expect 260 grain cast bu llets to 
ac hieve 1,400 fp s, and 310 Keith cast 
bullets will go 1,300 fps. 
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I have a " tiny" Line baugh .45 Col t 
built up on an Abilene th at was a .44 
Magnum. With it s .45 Colt chambering 
and five and one-half inch barrel it is def­
in itely powerfu l, practical, and packable. 

Now we s tart to co me into 
Linebaugh 's reall y big sixg uns with the 
third conversion offered , the big .45 Colt. 
Thi s s ixgun is built on a Ru ger Single 
Action and rather than re-chambering the 
Ruger cy linder, the frame is fitted with an 
oversized cy linder, slow twi st Douglas 
barre l. The g un is re bui lt throu ghout , 
tightening and minimi zing tolerances in 
the process. 

With this .45 Colt conversion , sixgun­
ners can expect 1700 fps with 260 grain 
Ke ith bu ll e ts , and 1500 fp s wit h 3 10 
Keith bullets. 

The Real Power 
Now we enter the rea l power level of 

Linebaugh 's Custom Guns, the big bore 
five-shooters. Linebaugh bu ilds these on 
the Ruger Ei sley Single Action which i a 
very stron g s ixg un to begi n with and 
offers a grip that is the most comfortable 
for the big loads. 

When the Sisley was introd uced, com­
ments such as "If the grip was so good 
why did Colt drop it?" and "The Eisley 
grip is th e a nswer to a probl e m that 
doesn ' t ex ist! " were heard . 

I disagree complete ly. First, the Eisley 
grip as offered by Ruger is not the same 
as that found on th e Co lt Si s ley. It is 
much closer to the old Number Five Sin­
gle Action Grip that Elmer Keith promot­
ed after it was des igned by gun smiths 
Harold Croft and J.D. O ' Meara in the 
1920's. 

Second ly, for some of us th e re is a 
definite problem with heavy loads and 
standard single ac tion grip frames. For 
me, the Super Bl ackhaw k is espec ia ll y 
punishing with heavy loads and catches 
my knuckle, and bangs my palm as well 
as the top of my trigger finger. Detractors 
to the contrary, 1 will offer my per onal 
opinion that the Ruger Bisley grip is the 
finest ever put on a factory single action. 
The grip is nearly perfec t. 

The trigger is not. The trigger is thin 
and curved and the tip of it catches the 
bottom of my trigger fin ger and wi ll cut it 
open under prolonged firing and after 200 
rounds through one of Linebaugh 's big 
fiv eguns in two shooting sess ion s, the 
bottom of my tri gger fin ger had a pro­
nounced swelling. 

Th e answer would see m to be a 
straighter, possibly wider trigger. 

Linebaugh did not choose the Bi ley 
as the basis for his big-bores for its trig­
ger, but for its reco il handling grip frame 
and its inherent strength . 

As an extra added bonus, the Ruger is 
one fine look in ' s ixg un to sta rt w ith . 
Line baugh ca ll s the Si s ley grip frame 
"s upe rior for accuracy a nd comfo rt ." 
After nearly 35 years of shooting single 
actions in viJtually every big bore caliber 
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imag inable, I agree with him wholeheart­
edl y. It is simply the fin est factory single 
acti on grip ever offered. 

Knock Out Power 
I rare ly ever quote muzzle energy fi g­

irres as l put very littl e stock in th em. 
They are skewed aga inst re lative ly slow 
mo vin g heavywe ig ht bull e ts and for 
lightweight bulleted, fast stepping loads. 

Linebaugh uses a different formula for 
figuring " true sixgun power and punch" 
as he puts it- namely, Pondoro Tay lor 's 
Knock Out Formula. Caliber (in inches) 
times Bullet Weight ( in g rai ns) tim es 
Velocity (in feet per second) divided by 
7.000 eq uals Knock Out. 

Muzzl e ene rgy fi g ures do not take 
ca liber into account and for Linebaugh , 
ca libe r is everythin g. Th at is why he 
docs not stop hi s sixg un work with the 
.45 Colt. 

Look ing at th e fi gures of th e Taylor 
Knock Out ca lculati ons, we sec the fol­
lowing. The standard .44 Magnum load­
ing of 240 gra in bull e t at 1,400 fps is 
rated 2 1 TKO. Linebaugh 's .45 Colt loads 
of 260 gra in bullet at 1,700 fps and 3 10 
gra in bullet at 1,500 fps a re rated 28 . ."i 
and 30 Knock Out respectively. Loading 
the .44 Magnum with a 300 grai n bullet 
to 1,400 fps gives a 26.6 KO, still behind 
the o ld .45 Colt. 

Fifty Caliber Leap 
Linebaugh's first step into the rea ll y 

big bores was a gia nt lea p from th e 
"small " .45 caliber all the way up to .50 
ca liber with hi s .500 Linebaugh. 

The .50 ca liber revolver is not o rig inal 
w ith John Linebaugh. He te ll s me that 
Neil Wheeler and Bill Topping came up 
with the .50 WT Super quite some time 
ago and Elmer Keith shot the ir gun and 
cartridge. What Linebaugh has done is to 
take the .50 caliber and run with it. 

Th .500 Linebaugh is based on th e 
.348 Winchester case trimmed to 1.400". 
At .50 a liber, the .500 Lineba ugh is the 
outer limits of ca liber size in a packab le 
pistol. To get the .500 into a packin '-s ized 
gun , it is necessary to di sca rd the stan ­
dard-sized Ruger Bisley cy linder and go 
with an over-s ized five-shot cy linder for 
two reasons. 

First, six .50 caliber holes will not fit 
in a standard s ized cy linder and a ll ow 
enough metal between chambers for sa fe­
ty and , secondl y, five shots all ow the bolt 
c ut to be placed between , rather than 
under, cy linder chambers. 

Many .45 ca liber sixguns can he fo und 
with bolt cuts that are litera ll y pilper thin . 

The .500 Linebaugh dwarfs a .45 Colt. 
Brass is made from .348 Win. cases 
trimmed to 1.400". The bullet on left 
weighs nearly 450 grains while the 
"small" one only goes a mere 400! 
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The .500 Linebaugh thrives on 400 to 
440 gra in bullets and large doses of slow 
burning pi sto l powders. Both il heilvy 
c rimp and a strong neck tens ion on the 
bullet are necessary to get the powders in 
th e .500 ignited and burning prope rl y. 
Magnum pi stol primers a lso are a great 
he lp here, spelled mandatory. 

Taylor Knock Out with th e .500? A 
400 gra in bullet at 1,300 fps gives a TKO 
ra tin g of 38 and a 440 gra in bull et at 
1,250 comes in with a TKO of 40 or right 
at twice the TKO of a standard .44 Mag­
num load ing. 

Bring Out The Big Guns 
These are big guns, make no mistake 

about it. Big in power, not size. A .500 
Linebaugh in a fi ve and one-half inch 
Sisley weighs only 47 ounces. 

Whil e Linebaugh starts with the Eis­
ley as the basis for hi s conversions, the 
fini shed product, upon close examination , 
is radically changed. The unfluted, over­
size cylinder is full length , the barrel is 
now much heav ier, and the geometry has 
been changed to make this sixgun into a 
fi vcgun . 

Open th e loading ga te and the new 
cy linder spins freely like the beautifully 
c rafted part that it is. Litera ll y no end 
play and the cy linder gap is set at .003" 
o r less. e ithe r of th e Linebaugh test 
gun s used for thi s article would accept a 
.002" ga p tool. The compl ete g un is 
reblued and marked .500 LINEBAUGH 
on the barrel. 

The .500 Linebaugh is fo r re loaders 
onl y as no factory ammunition, at least as 
this is written , is available. 

When 1 was g iven the assignment of 
covering the Linebaugh custom revolvers, 
everything seemed to fall into place almost 
miraculously. A local sportsman , Shawn 

Daniel, was in the process of hav ing John 
Linebaugh build him matching revolvers 
in .475 Linebaugh and .500 Linebaugh. A 
call to John Linebaugh soon resulted in the 
welcome news that both guns would be 
ready and could be sent to lchiro Nagata, 
our staff photographer, and be back to me 
for testing in pl enty of time to meet my 
deadline. 

It did, however, take tremendous coop­
eration on the part of John, Shawn, and 
lchi to make everything come together. 

Knowing that I would be covering the 
Linebaugh revo lve rs, three othe r men 
whose ass istance wo uld be inv a luab le 
were contacted immediately. Those men 
are Jay Postman of RCBS, Vera! Smith of 
Lead Bullet Technology (LBT), and Bree 
Ne lson of NEJ. All three men saw to it 
that I had th e necessa ry loadin g dies , 
lube/s izing dies, and bullet molds for the 
project. 

C ustom re load ing dies for both the 
.475 and .500 are avai la bl e from the 
RCBS C usto m Shop, 605 Oro Dam 
Bl vd., Dept AH , Oroville, CA 95965. 
They do some of their best work on these 
dies and 1 had no troubl e assembling .500 
Linebaugh loads whatsoever. 

Bullets are also a custom proposition, 
spe ll ed c-a-s- t, with exce ll ent moulds 
available from both LBT (P.O. Box 357, 
De pt AH , Co rn v ill e, AZ 86325) and 
NEl/Tooldyne (9330 E Halsey St. , Dept 
AH , Portl and OR 97220) . 

Linebaugh Handloads 
In load in g th e .500 I used LBT ' s 

#5 I 2.400LFN and #5 l 2.440LF , LFN 
standin g fo r long flat nose. These are 
both plain-based bullets w ith three 
g rease grooves a nd o ne c rimpin g 
groove. NE! 's #420.5 11 , a 440+ gra in 
K ei th sty le bull e t with t wo g rease 
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.500 LINEBAUGH 
BULLET 
LBT #5 l 2.400LFN 
(404 GRAINS} 

LBT #5l 2.440LFN 
(445 GRAINS) 

LOAD 
28.0 gr. #2400 
31 .0 gr. WW296 

26.0 gr. #2400 
29.0 gr. WW296 
30.0 gr. H4227 

VELOCITY 
1277 ~s. 
1201 s. 

1171 s. 
1149 s. 

GROUP 
2" 

l s/ a" 

l 1/2
11 

2 1/;'1 

l 3/.'' 
20.0 gr. BLUE DOT 

1179r 
1123 s. l 3/.'' 

NEI #420.51 l 
(444 GRAINS} 

25.0 gr. #2400 
29.0 gr. WW296 
28.0 gr. H4227 

1114 %' l s/a" 
1256 s. 2 1/2" 
1102 s. l s/a" 

FIREARM: BISLEY 5 •/," BRASS: .500 LINEBAUGH 
PRIMER: CCI #350 CHRONOGRAPH: OEHLER MODEL 35P 
TEMP: 35 DEGREES 
GROUPS: 5 SHOTS AT 25 YARDS, BRACED STANDING. 

grooves and one crimping groove was 
also used in loading the .500 Linebaugh. 
Both LBT and NEI offer top quality alu­
m in um mould blocks with numerous 
designs avai lable in all calibers. 

All bullets for the .500 were sized to 
.512" using an RCBS sizing die and bul­
lets were lubed with Thompson 's Bullet 
Lube and crimped heavily. At no time did 
any bullets jump their crimp. 

Shooting the .500 is stimul ating to say 
the least. I have fired the big .500 many 
times over the past few years but thi s is 
my first time at really seriously testing it 
both as to accuracy and muzzle velocity. 

After two days of firing 100 rounds 
each, I had some soreness in my shooting 
arm from wrist to elbow. The Eisley grip 
lessens the felt recoil in the hand, but the 
shock extends into the arm. Both days the 
temperature was 35 degrees which did 
not help matters in the least. 

The first 100 rounds of 400 and 440 
grain bullets out of the .500 Linebaugh 
were off the bench and did the most dam­
age. It was very difficult to concentrate 
on all five shots knowing what was com­
ing. The fifth shot in each string was 
especially punishing on the wrist. 

This position, however, protected my 
trigger finger from the Eisley trigger. 
Switching to a standing braced position 
for the next I 00 rounds , gave less felt 
recoil in the arm, but on the 75th shot, the 
trigger cut a deep gash in the bottom of 
my trigger finger. 

Heavy Kicker 
Recoil is a subjective matter and recoil 

is normally felt more between the ears 
than in the hands and arms. In all fa irness 
to the .500 it must be stated that with 
loads of 400 grain bullets up to 1,200 fps 
and 440 grain bullets to I, 100 fps, the felt 
recoil is no worse, perhaps even less, than 
standard .44 Magnum loads. 

Or so it seems to this sixgunner, hav­
ing very strong arms and hands. 

Go above these levels and the .500 is 
in a c lass all by itself. Of course, 200 
rounds of .500 Linebaughs in two days is 

not someth ing that anyone would normal­
ly do except in a testing situation. 

Accuracy with the big .500, espec ially 
when viewed under the testing condi­
tions, borders on the fantastic . Shooting a 
big gun like this, in cold weather, and 
from a standing braced position, is not the 
best way to wring top accuracy from any 
handgun. Nevertheless , most hand loads 
shot through the .500 resulted in five­
shot, 25 yard groups of two inches or 
less, with some getting down very close 
to one inch. 

This from a revolver that recoils stout­
ly, to say the least! 

The accom panying loads should be 
regarded as maximum in the .500 
Linebaugh. Velocities will be higher in 
warmer weather especially with WW 
296. More complete loading data on the 
.500 will be given in a future Ta/fin Tests. 

Linebaugh 's maximum recommenda­
tions for the .500 with a seven and one­
half inch barrel are 31.0 grains of H 110 
or WW296 under 400 grain bullets for 
1,320 fps and 29.0 grains of the same 
with a 440 grain bullet for l ,270 fps. I did 
not achieve these results with the 400 
grain bullet in a five and one-half inch 
barrel in cold weather, but the big 440 
grain bullets coupled with less powder 
capacity saw the powder work at its peak 
and give over l ,250 fps velocity. 

Seasoned Sixgunners 
Linebaugh 's Custom .500 is a master­

piece of workmanship and design. It is 
not a target pistol by any means , but it 
sure gives real rifle-power on the belt. It 
is designed for one thing- hunting the 
biggest of game. What a great close range 
elk-moose-big bear gun this is! 

This is not a gun for beginners, but for 
seasoned sixgunners who have worked 
their way up with much experience with 
heavy loaded .45 Colts , .44 Magnums 
and .454 Casulls. It will not hurt yo u 
when used normally; 200 rounds in two 
days is not normal by any means. 

I went on to shoot another l 00 rounds 
later in the week coupled with 300 rounds 
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The business end of a .500 Linebaugh 
is milled from a solid Douglas blank, 
one of the finest makh-grade barrels 
extant. The front sight assembly is 
entirely custom made by John 
Linebaugh. 

with John 's other big bore five-gun with 
no lasting (hopefully) ill effects. 

If you like such big bore sixguns as 
the .4 1 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .45 Colt, 
.454 Casull, you will love the Linebaugh 
.500. Just go into it with your eyes wide 
open. 

Hunting Revolver 
The .500 Linebaugh has proven to be 

an excell ent hunting revolver for thin­
skinned game, but it lacks someth ing. 
Would it be possible to combine the mu z­
zle velocity and penetration of the .4 
Magnum and .454 Casull with the bullet 
weight of the .500 Linebaugh? 

This was Linebaugh 's next step and 
the result is the other big bore five-gun, 
the .475 Linebaugh. 

The .475 is not a step backwards from 
the .500 by any means. Optimum bullet 
weight for the .475 seems to be in the 
350-400 grain weight category, while the 
.500 is at its best with 400-440 grain bul­
lets. Using bullets of the same weight, 
namely 400 grains, the .475 picks up 100-
150 fp s over the .500. And since the 
diameter of the .475 is 7% less than the 
.500- .476" compared to .512"- pene­
tration is better. 

Cross-sectionally, the .475 is 14% less 
than the .500, again giving better penetra­
tion with the same weight bullet. This 
makes the .475 the better choice for really 
big, tough game. 

The .475 is made by trimming .45-70 
brass to 1.400" and reloading with RCBS 
Custom .475 dies. Calling upon my local 
gunsmith, I had him trim WW .45-70 
brass to the proper length , ran the 
trimmed brass through the RCBS full-

Continued on page 76 
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The new stainless steel Colt 
Commander. A tough gun, a 

solid gun. Tune it up, slick it 
up. Now the .45 caliber Colt 
is an even more rugged and 

reliable state-of-the-art 
fighting pistol. 

By Dave Anderson 

Photos by lchiro Nagata 

T 
here is something intensely appealing about a custom gun, one built for a specific 
purpose by a craftsman who knows what he's trying to accomplish and how to 
achieve it. 

With the growing popularity of practical and action shooting sports, many of 
the custom guns featured by American Handgunner have been competition models, 
built by master pistolsmiths who are also active competitors and understand the needs 
of the sport. 

Such guns are extraordinary works of functional art. I'm convinced that many of the 
customers for these guns are not much interested in competition, but simply enjoy own­
ing and using something that's made to the highest standards of quality. 

But competition is not the only use for a handgun. The majority of handguns, I sus­
pect, are produced and purchased for a more serious purpose- to protect human life 
against unexpected lethal attack. So when a talented pistolsmith, with an understanding 
and appreciation of the requirements of personal defense, sets out to build the best 
defensive handgun he possibly can, the results are likely to be equally impressive. 

That 's the way it worked out. Kim Ahrends is the pistolsmith: a craftsman, an artist, 
and a shooter. He was a founding member of an IPSC club near his home in Clarion, 
Iowa, and regularly competes with such well known Master class shooters as Bob 
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Denny and Barney Niner. 
He holds a concealed carry permit; the 

.45 auto he uses for IPSC matches is the 
same gun he carries every day. And he 
customizes the Colt .45 's that are issued 
to members of the Clarion County Sher­
iff 's Office. Kim Ahrends understands 
the requirements of a defensive pi stol and 
how to achieve them. 

Customizing a handgun intended for 
self-defense raises the hackles of some 
people, and there are indeed some impor­
tant factors to consider. 

Massad Ayoob was the first writer to 
explain that a defensive situation does not 
end with the last shot fired; you still have 
to survive the legal aftermath. Should a 
criminal or c ivil court action arise, a 

modified gun might be used as evidence 
against its owner: 

"This guy was obviously just looking 
for an excuse to try out his deadly cus­
tom-made weapon on somebody." 

But Ayoob has also pointed out that 
modifications can be defended provided 
some guiding principles are followed: (a) 
no deactivation of any of the gun's safety 
features, (b) any changes made to the gun 
must be defensible as "ne utral " (e.g. , 
ru stproof fini shes), or (c) inte nded to 
make the g un safer, less likel y to di s­
charge accidentally, more capable of hit­
ting the intended target and thereby not 
endangering bystanders. 

Some se lf-defense instructors decry 
the need for customizing, pointing out 
that other factors are much more impor­
tant than the type of gun used, and that 
one is better off to buy a stock gun and 
spend the mon ey saved on pract ice 
ammunition. 

Now there is a lot of truth to this. Cer­
tainly things like use of cover, tactics , 
shooting ability, coolness , courage, and 
determination are more critical than the 
type and caliber of the gun. 
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Having agreed on that point, I think 
it 's possible to agree also that the effort 
and cost involved in building the most 
effective possible defensive sidearm is a 
worthwhile endeavor. 

Against these factors is one com­
pelling consideration in favor of the cus­
tom pistol. It is thi s: if a situation arises in 
which you have to use a handgun to pro­
tect your life, you will need every advan­
tage you can possibly get. 

I know this is heresy coming from a 
handgun editor, but the fact is handguns 
rea ll y aren't very good weapons. They 
don't have enough power. So many of our 
perceptions come from TV, where the bad 
guy takes a hit from a snubby .38 and goes 
flying 30 feet through a plate glass window. 

Proven combat modifications and 
accessories of the Ahrends Commander 
include: Swenson ambi safety, protected 
rear sight, checkered trigger guard, 
&eavertail grip safety and more. 

But those guys aren 't really criminals 
and they weren 't really shot. They are 
professional stuntmen playing a part. In 
the real world, criminal assailants have 
take n so lid hit s from all manner of 
firearm s and still remained on their feet 
and kept fighting . 

Ask any peace officer- if circum­
stances permit, they will always select a 
rifle or shotgun over a handgun. The 
great value of the handgun is its size and 
portability, the fact that it 's there when 
needed. 

Building a gun that may someday be 
used to protect it s owner's life is a 
responsibility Kim Ahrends takes serious­
ly. He says, "The packages I offer are 
based on modifications that have proven 
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Collet barrel bushing is replaced with 
solid bushing (above} and front sight 
with tritium night-sight insert is 
dovetailed into the slide. The "wings" 
on the S&W rear sight (right} lend 
rugged durability to the tritium-inserled 
adiustable blade. Note the precise 
checkering on the rear of the slide. 

themselves over time. What I offer is not 
a space-gun but a traditional weapon indi ­
vidual ly mod ified to the highest standards 
poss ible." 

The gun that appears here is his top­
of-the-line Col t tactica l conversion. He 
stays with the proven John Browning 
19 11 des ign because he feels there is sim­
ply no better defensive handgun made. 

We have lots of more modern designs, 
with plenty of defenders who insist on the 
superi ority of the new pi sto l s. As ked 
why, their arguments usually boil down to 
two points: the modern des igns are more 
foo lproof in th e hand s of the average 
user, and they hold more shots. 

There is a gra in of truth to the f irst 
poin t, for even staunch 19 1 I advocates 
agree it 's not for everyone. On the other 
hand, operating a 19 11 is not exactly 1 ike 
fl y ing a space shuttle. Surely anyone with 
enough skill and coordination to drive a 
car can learn to handle something as sim­
ple as an autopistol. A nd the advantages 
of the l 9 11, espec iall y the cri sp, short 
tri gger pull from start to finish, are worth 
the effort involved. 

A s to the second point , the craze for 
firepower has become just about irra­
ti onal. A few years back I read th rough 
15 years of the " Armed Citi zen" column 
in American Rifleman, looking for sce­
narios for some IPSC matches, including 
the 1986 World Shoot fo r which J co­
des igned the course of fire. 

And, like most 1-fandgunner readers, I 
read The Ayoob Files in every issue. Hav­
ing read th ro ugh hundreds o f ac tu al 
defensive situation s, r was struck by the 
fac t that probably 99% cou ld have been 
se ttl ed w ith one to three shots. When 

more shots than that were fired, usually a 
lot of them were misses. 

Accuracy wins, not lots of near miss­
es. I' l l agree that all things being equal, 
more shots in the gun isn' t a bad thing. 

Bu t all thin gs aren ' t equal. Hi gh 
capacity guns are hard to carry concealed 
for the licensed citizen or plainclothes 
officer, their wide grips feel li ke holding 
the fat end of a basebal l bat , and they 
need hands like Godzilla 's to reach the 
tri gger. 

Series 80 Is Best 
Kim prefers to bui l d hi s gun s on 

Seri es 80 Colts. This is not because of 
any qualms about the quality of earlier 
guns, or of other makes such as Spring-
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field Armory, but because of the firing 
pin lock. 

A hrend s kn ows th at duty-s idearm s 
lead a hard li fe. The pos itive firing pin 
lock is added insurance against acc idental 
discharge i f the gun is dropped or struck 
severely, and in his experience it does not 
affect reliability or tri gger quali ty. 

Most of th e gun s he works on are 
Government M odels, but he' ll build his 
custom package on Gold Cups, Deltas, or 
Commanders as well. He used to do a lot 
of Browning Hi Powers and still enjoys 
working on that fine pistol, but says there 
doesn ' t seem to be much demand any 
more. 

He will work on whatever caliber the 
Continued on page 82 
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together for some time. 
In France. irate newspaper editors 

continued to cross swords. literally, until 
the 1960s. How far such encounters were 
intended seriously and how much for the 
photographers is a different matter, but 
there was a serious prospect of being shot 
dead in a French duel well into the pre­
sent century. 

A Fair Fight 
Because the duelling pistol evolved 

rather than being suddenly made, many 
duels were fought with whatever pair of 
pistols was available. The important thing 
was not their design, but their availability 
and uniformity. The duel had to be fair, 
and fairness was interpreted as equality of 
opportunity. 

The party challenged had the choice of 
weapons, though a combatant who stated 
upon his honour that he was no swords­
man, when his opponent had chosen 
swords, was allowed to use pistols. 
Strangely. I have never encountered the 
reverse, though perhaps such indulgence 
was negotiated between the seconds. 

The second acted as a kind of business 
manager, or a Best Man at a wedding; it 
being realized that in moments of stress a 
man docs not remember everything and 
sometimes docs not make good decisions. 

The task of the seconds was not only 
to ensure fairness , but also to look to the 
practical issues such as the provision of a 
surgeon, a carriage and the pair of pistols. 

What is frequently forgotten about the 
seconds is that their paramount duty was 
to settle the quarrel amicably, which they 
quite often succeeded in doing. 

As the circumstances of each duel 
were different, so were the details of how 
it was conducted. Generally the position 
of each duelist was marked with wands 
after the distance had been agreed. The 
exact line behind the firers was impor­
tant, since if one party was silhouetted 
against the sky, and the other well camou-
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An indoor range in 1824 featured a 
realistic "humanoid" target of a 
Cossack for duelling practice, vaguely 
similiar to the "anatomically correct" 
human silhouettes used in IPSC's 
"pretend gunfights" of 1990. 

Followers of Conan Doyle's Brigadier 
Gerard will remember that he got into 
one such situation. Having been missed 
by an amazing piece of luck, he still had 
to fire his pistol. 

Beseeched by his opponent's wife to 
spare her husband, the Brigadier, who 
mistakenly believes her to be in love with 
him, wishes to do so but cannot in honour 
refrain from firing. 

Accordingly he must "delope" (i.e., 
fire his pistol, but not at his opponent) 
and looking for a suitable mark, he seeks 
to trim the ash of the seconds' long cigar. 
He nearly blows it out of his mouth and 
there is almost another duel! 

Gerard , who elsewhere describes him­
self as "a man singularly free from con­
ceit ," apologized saying that he was 
"betrayed by his pistol" and all was well. 
Wonderfully humorous stuff. 

Anatomy Of A Duel 
Writing near the turn of the present 

century, the duel was still sufficiently 
alive for Doyle, like Lever before him. to 
paint an entirely accurate picture. ("How 
He Triumphed in England" from The 
Adl'entures of Brigadier Gerard). 

Both historians and authors of fiction 

A cased pair of John Manton & Son duelling pistols ( 1819). This pair of pistols 
belonged to Lord Ellenborough and represent the finest Rintlocks by Manton. 

tlaged against a copse, the former was at 
considerable disadvantage. 

Much depended too upon the actual dis­
tance chosen. Mr. Best and Lord Camelford 
were set 30 yards apart when they fought in 
1804 because they were both famous shots. 
Despite the fom1er's continuing efforts to 
avoid the duel, Camelford insisted and died 
in consequence. 

The normal British distance was about 
12 yards. On the Continent it was 25 
metres. If one party was a poor shot, his 
seconds would press for the shortest 
range possible to nullify his opponent's 
advantage. 

Sometimes this was carried to 
extremes, and duels were fired over a din­
ing room table. The seconds stood at right 
angles to the line of fire. Instances are 
recorded when they fought too. 

are assisted by the fact that at the conclu­
sion of every duel it was the duty of the 
seconds to draw up a written account of 
the affair, and to sign it. Such accounts 
were then retained and used in the event 
of a trial. 

I have examined such an account of 
the duel between The Earl of Shelburne 
and Colonel Fullarton which took place 
in 1780, through the kindness of the pre­
sent Earl. This not only gave insight into 
the tremendous courage of those days, 
but a quite uncanny feeling of connection 
with the events of 200 years ago. 

In earlier duels the parties tossed for 
first shot. It had to be a swift, unaimed 
shot. Later both parties fired on a given 
signal, usually the dropping of a hand­
kerchief. 

One could not test the weight of trigger 
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pull, but Winans, writing 
1920, advises lis-

ing to the 
loudness of the click of cock­

ing the pistol to gauge the strength of the 
pull. 

Continental duelists fired to a word of 
command which went: "Attention! Feu ... 
un, deux, trois. " 

One had to f ire during the act ual 
counting. To shoot before or after was 
murder, and treated as such. (In Britain 
all killing by duelling was murder, 
though juries almost invariably acquitted 

if scrupul ous fa irness had 
been observed, or at most 
brought in Manslaughter 
verdicts.) 

Practicing was com ­
pletely forbidden in the 
early days of pistol 
duelling, though later it 
became acceptable if 
not related to a specific 
duel. 

lf the seconds con­
s idered a Continental 
duel frivolo us, the 
count wou ld be given 
very quickly to rattle 
th e combatants and 
make missing more 
probable. 

Life Or 
Death 

According to The British Code of 
Duel, the odds against being wounded in 
a due l were 6: 1 and 14: I against being 
killed. 

Despite these apparently long odds, 
and a mass of cartoons , bad jokes, and 
anti-duelling literature, a duel was no jok­
ing matter but one of li fe and death, and 
always remained so. 

Bearing in mind that, proportionately, 
shooting a pistol was then a far more 
widely attained accomplishment amongst 

Two very early silver mounted duelling pistols by Twigg circa 1776. 
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the upper c lasses than it is today, one can 
only conclude that a good many duelists 
wanted to miss. 

In Ireland duelling seems to have been 
almost perpetual, with little or no justifi­
able provocation being required. Sir 
Jonah Barrington in Personal Sketches 
of My Own Times, draws an endless list 
of legal dignatories who fought, starting 
with The Lord Chancellor of Ireland and 
The Master of the Rolls. 

Such was the love of duelling that it 
has been said that some fought all their 
enem ies and a good many of their friends 
as well. 

There was a great deal of duelling in 
England too , though not to the same 
extent. The grip it had on the country is 
exemplified by the fact that no less a 
national figure than the Duke of Welling­
ton, when Prime Minister, felt compelled 
"to go out with" The Earl of Winchelsea 
on the issues of Catholic Emancipation. 

Wellington missed and Winchelsea 
deloped but things might have been dif­
ferent, as the cartoon i II ustrates. 

Looking back, the whole concept of 
"honour" by which the duelists thought 
themselves bound, is almost incompre­
hensible to us today. But everyone of 
position in that soc iety was held in the 
iron grip of this extraordinary institution. 

An officer was guilty of murder if he 
shot hi s opponent, and court martialled 
and disgraced if he refused to fight him. 
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A magnificent pair of Purdey duelling pistols that were reunited with their 
original case thanks to the author's efforts. The author is a collector of duelling 
pistols and is acknowleded as the foremost expert in the field. 

(Little wonder that Queen Victoria set her 
face against duelling and, eventually, was 
able to end it by refusing to receive at 
Court those who had duelled.) 

The Duelling Pistol 
The physical origins of the duelling 

pistol lie in the holster or military pistol. 
These are often ugly, heavy, and have 
poor lock mechanisms, but both usually 
have the great quality of pointability. 

In other words, when you hold it natu­
rally, the chances are that at close range it 
will point at your target. 

If one experiments with most pistols 
of these types, one wi ll find this is still 
the case today. The difference between 
the two holster and military styles of 
weapon will be found to be almost invari­
ably quality, not good handling character­
istics. Their success as weapons depend­
ed on the degree to which their makers 
retained or improved upon this quality of 
pointability. 

When one puts many of the pistols or 
revolvers made in the last hundred years 
to the test of natural pointing, one sees 
just how far the modem pistol maker has 
got from the true fundamental principle, 
and what a lot he has to learn from his 

predecessors. 
Once a need was recognized, the gun­

smiths began to produce pistols specifi­
cally for duelling. The early versions of 
these are hard to distinguish from a good 
holster pistol of the time. 

Griffin, one of the most distinguished 
makers, was probably the first to do this. 
He was a great maker of fowling pieces, 
and Master of the Gunmakers Company 
in 1762-3. 

His early duelling pistol barrels fol-

Balance and paintability were prime 
requisites of a duelling pistol because 
distance was short and shots quick. 

lowed the shape of the Spanish barrels, 
which he had used for his fow ling pieces. 
These were octagonal for some inches 
from the breech, and thereafter round. 

There was usually a bead foresight 
and sometimes a very simple backsight. 
The locks, however, were slow. When 
one remembers that even the fastest flint­
lock ignition was slow, it will be appreci­
ated that there was ample scope for 
improvement. 

Although in later years a certain coy­
ness precluded reference to "duelling" 
pistols on gunmakers' accounts, the 
weapons were so known and it became a 
distinct classification. In considering it 
we must not fall into the trap of forgetting 
that duels were immediate affairs, nor­
mally to be settled next morning or as 
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Cartoon of the day often spoofed the 
"art of duelling" as political satire. 
The Duke of Wellington's duel over 
Catholic Emancipation (R} shows the 
Duke as a lobster. 

soon as possible. If the ideal pistols were 
not to hand , those that were usually had 
to suffice. 

With hindsight we can define the true 
due II ing pistol of about 1800 as usually 
having the following characteristics 

A 10-inch octagonal smooth hore 
barrel of one-ha!l inch diameter with 
simple foresight and often , though not 
im•ariably, a backsight. Frequently the 
flint lock was fitted with a hair trigger, 
which gal'e a 1•e1y easy discharge. 

Fashions change, and this was particu­
larly true of the due lling pistol. Thus the 
barrel shape in the 1770s was to pass on 
from Griffin's imi tation of the Spanish 
form to the octagonal. 

A little later Henry Nock introduced 
hi s own shape known as Nocksform. This 

incorporated a flat 
sighting surface upon 
the top into which the 
bar backsight and fore­
sight were inlet. The 
remainder of the barrel 
was rounded, but got 
thicker towards the 
breech. 

As the illustration 
shows, this was quite a 
delicate form for a 
small bore duelling pis­
tol. It was also used for 
heavy officers ' pistols 
upon which its popu lar-

Magnificent silver mounted John Manton pistol ( 1793) shows considerable wear. 

Two Durs Egg barrels contrast Nocksform (below} and octagonal styles. 
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ity continued much longer than in the 
comparatively light versions. Its abandon­
ment for the duelling pistol after about 
1785 was probably because the tendency 
was towards heavier target type barrels. 

Stocks 
To start with, the duelling pistol stock 

(called the handle then) was virtually that 
of the carriage pistol. Gradually the shape 
became more rounded as will be seen 
from the illustrations. 

In an effort to produce a li ghter 
weapon, by about 1795 the wooden stock 
was reduced from running the full length 
of the barrel to about two thirds of its 

length. These forms were known as full­
stocked and half-stocked respectively. 

Some makers had their own particular 
features. H.W. Mortimer tended to pro­
duce weapons with very large bores, with 
a view to their being used as dual purpose 
hol ster/duelling pistols, and his products 
often had very rounded handles like 
walking sticks, finishing not with a butt 
cap but a swirl of carving. His work was 
often bought by Army officers. 

John Manton followed the style of 
Twigg, providing slab (flat) sided grips 
from as far back as the 1780s. Though 
fashion and other gunmakers changed the 
shape of the grip, Manton maintained his 
idea with a strip of flattened grip on each 
side of the pistol. 

Durs Egg used distinctive chequering 
for much of his career. This, which was 
not unlike skip chequering, was probably 
also inspired by Twigg, for whom he 
worked during his early days in England. 

Two aspects of stocking are most 
important. The earlier of these is the addi­
tion of a spur to the trigger guard. Filling 
the hand with the grip is essential if the 
shooter is to be able to gr ip his pistol 
properly. Mere bulk can , however, 
remove the sensitivity of a grip. 

Continued on page 104 
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Safari Arms .45 Combat Pistols 
Are Back 

The famous Safari Enforcer (J.8" barrel) and MatchMaster (5" barrel) are noted for their 

accuracy and durability. Available now in blue. alloy and stainless steel. 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
Compensated Enforcer and Matchmaster 
Enforcer slide and frame kits (complete) 

Matchmaster slide and frame kits (complete) 
All custom .45 parts and accessories 

.38 Super and ·4: 1 AE barrels for 1911, Hi-Power, and TZ/CZ 

Custom Quality at Reasonable Prices. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Write or call for FREE catalog 

SGW /SAFARI ARMS INC. ~~n~~~~~~r·s check or money order fo r 

624 OLD PACIFIC HWY. S.E. 
OLYMPIA WA 98503 

immediate del ivery. Personal and business 
checks must clear first. Will ship C.0.0. lor 
orders over $30 CO. Minimum shipping 
charge is $4 .00. Add $1.65 on all C.O.D. 

PHONE: (206) 456-3471 orders. Washington residents add 7.5% 
FOR ORDERS CALL (206) 459-7940 sales tax or furnish your slate tax number. 

Please call us 11 you have any questrons. 

AYOOB FILES 
Continued from page 44 

behind his back. 
That triggers a warning in the ex-cop 's 

mind, but conscious ly, he doesn't think 
that a 52-year-old businessman would do 
anything unpleasant to a 39-year-old like 
himself. 

He doesn't realize that Lyne is return­
ing from Huebl's car. After circ lin g 
around outside the property, he has tried 
to deflate Huebl 's tires with a pair of 
metal nippers. 

They are somewhere between five and 
eight paces apart. Huebl tries to move to 
the side. Lyne sidesteps to block him . 
Huebl moves further to the side and runs 
out of room: he has hit the cactus and 
bushes that thickly border the walkway. 

Huebl tries to be conciliatory. "Hey, 
pal ," he begins almost apologetically, 
"I'm just an officer of the court doing my 
job. Why don't you leave me alone?" 

The answer is a blow. 

Fighting Fury 
It comes from nowhere, the right hand 

slashing out of the darkness and smash ing 
something hard against the left s ide of 
Huebl 's forehead , level with the left edge 
of his left eyebrow and high , striking at 
the hair! ine. 

Stunned- and suffering from a brain 
concussion , doctors will say later­
Huebl staggers back, trying to get out of 
the way. Spiny cactus digs into his left 
arm, and he drops to one knee. 

And then he sees the outline of what 's 
in the other man's right hand. 

The message comes across hi s mind 
like a digital readout. "BLUE STEEL 
AUTOMATIC, RIGHT HAND! BIG! 
LOOKS LIKE COLT .45!" 

Lyne is moving toward him, the pistol 
st ill pointed to the ground. Huebl 's own 
right hand flashes to hi hip and draws 
the snubnose .38 revolver. 

He remembers his police train ing, and 
the importance of witnesses hearing the 
commands , as he sho ut s, "Drop your 
weapon! Drop your weapon! Drop your 
weapon, or I'll blow you away!" 

He sees the shadowy figure dance 
sideways, out of the feeble beam of the 
weakened flashlight, the gun sti ll in his 
right hand. And he hears the ch ii ling 
voice come back, ''I' ll kill you first!" 

Police Training 
The other man is edgeways to him , 

and Huebl has time to think, "Camp Perry 
Position." 

And Lyne ' s g un begins to rise up 
toward him. 

Paul Huebl opens fire. 
The revolver is in his right hand, the 

flashlight in his left. He cannot find the 
sights, so he shoves the gun toward the 
man five to eight steps away and pulls 
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the tr igger. 
ln his re-enactment of the sequence of 

fire wi th me, Huebl went throu gh fi ve 
pu lls of th e tri gge r in four second s. 
BI am .. .BI am .. .BI am .. .BI am .. .BI am. 

The man was mov ing during the fir­
ing, but there was no reaction li ke a jerk­
ing res ponse to a hard hi t. The man did 
not fa ll. He was still up. 

And Huebl 's gun was empty. 
Huebl did the onl y th ing that seemed 

logical to him at the moment. He ran. As 
he sprinted blindl y toward hi s car, he 
wou ld te ll me later, hi s mind corre lated 
the shape of the gun he 'd seen to a Colt 
.45 auto. 

And he could mentall y f eel 230 grain 
hardball slugs ripping into his back. 

But there were no impacts. There were 
no more shots. Huebl jumped into his car 
and tore away from the scene, headi ng for 
the nearest hospita l. 

But the incident wou ld not end there. 
As a loca l newspaper stated late r, "On 
Octo ber 20 , Paradi se Valley de tec tive 
McFarl and yanked (Pau l Huebl) out of 
his hospital bed to book him for aggravat­
ed assault, a Class 3 fe lony with a manda­
tory sentence of seven to fifteen years." 

Four Wounds 
Medical reports stated that Bob Lyne 

had been hit by four of the five Winch­
ester Si lvertip .38 Special hollowpoints 
fired by Paul Huebl. 

One struck the right lower mand ible 
direc tl y be lo w the ri ght corner o f the 
mouth , shatterin g the jaw and blowing 
out three teeth . Thjs bu llet lodged in sub­
cutaneous (under the skin) ti ssue in the 
left side of the neck, without penetrating 
anyth ing vital in the neck structure. 

Another bu ll et had entered the outer 
part of the upper right arm just above the 
e lbow, ex ited the inner portion of the 
upper a rm a t a hig her point , and then 
entered the chest. It cou rsed across the 
thorax , miss ing the cardiovascular center, 
and lodged in the left lung. 

Another bullet entered fatty tissue on 
the ri ght s ide of the abdomen between 
nave l and r ibcage. It tore thro ugh the 
intestines and made its way toward the 
left side of the abdomen. 

A fourth bu llet, according to reports, 
struck the upper right th igh on the outside 
and ex ited the inside near the groin . 

Photos taken of Bob Lyne 11 days 
afte r the shooti ng show a swo ll en face 
with a "chipmunk-cheeked" look from 
the jaw wound. Clean entry and ex it holes 
are vi s ible on the r ight arm. From ster­
num to pubis is a curv ing surgical wound 
from where the MD 's had to open up his 
belly and repair the torn loops of intes­
tine. 

The leg wound , within an inch of cas­
tration, evinces a clean entry in the outer 
leg and a swo ll en exit woun d near the 
pubic hair large enough to encompass a 
human th umb. 

Lyne's story would vary. Ini tia lly, he 
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MAGNUM FL 2000 I~ 

MAGNUM FL 2000 
The Dillon FL 2000 Vibratory Cartridge 

Case Cleaner outshines the competition. It is 
the largest by far, with a 12 1 /2 quart volume at 
full load. It does 1300 38/357 or 550 30.06 
cases per hour. Not only is our capacity 
greater, but our motors are larger in horse­
power, internally cooled, thermally protected, 
turning on precision ball bearings. The bowl 
and frame are high impact ABS material over 
1/4 inch thick. FACTORY DIRECT $139.95. 

CASE-MEDIA SEPARATOR 
Brand new from Dillon Precision. Our new 
magnum cartridge/media separator. Simply 
pour your tumbler load of brass and media into 
the drum, give it a few cranks and you're done! 
Our separators hold over 1600 38 Spl. cases. 

Dillon Case- $44.95 
Media Separator Factory Direct 

Comes complete with 19"x24" media col­
lector bin. Priced at $44.95 

ORDER NOW 
Call us TOLL FREE. A member of our 
staff will be glad to take your order. 
Please have your Visa or Master Card 
ready when you call. If you prefer, we 
will shipC.0.0. cash with no extra C.0.0. 
charge. Call Toll Free 1-800-421-
7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009. 

Free Catalog: Free Catalog and news­
lettermembership. Please write. 
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recision 

Products, Inc. 

42 E. Butherus Drive I Scottsdale. AZ 85260 

14-!iHOT .4!5ACP FIREPOWER 
From the Innovators at Para-Ordnance. 

See your local dealer today. 

The F14-45 is the first .45 
frame assembly to offer 
what you've always 
wanted: 14-shot capacity. 

F14·4S 

Interchangeable with all 1911A1, Series 70, 80 and Commander 
Models, the F14-45 is precision machined to original specs_ and 
requires no gunsmithing with original parts. 

F14-45 FEATURES: 
• 13-Round Staggered Magazine 
with Removable Floorplate 

•Rugged (Heat Treated, Hard 
Anodized) Aircra~ Grade Alloy 
Frame Gives You ldentkal 
Weight Fully Loaded as 1911A1 

•Only 1 /8 " Wider Frame 
w/Contoured Grips 

•Silent Magazine Release 
• Grooved Match Trigger 
Assembly 

•Recoil Spring w/Guide Buffer 

... 6iJI ,_. 3411 McNicoll Avenue r-ara-.,-1runance scarborough, ontario M1 v 2v6 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 67 



Set your sights on . .. 
·. the ''TIGER'' 

H738-SH 
The "TIGER" is suede 
lined and has a metal 
reinforced belt loop to 
contour with the hip. 
Other features, such 
as the retention screw, 
open bottom, covered 
trigger guard, & metal 
formed sight tunnel 
makes this a very 
functional holster. 

For your copy of our catalog, send $2.00 to: 
DON HUME LEA THERGOODS, 
P.O. Box 351, Dept. AH, Miami, OK 74355. 

A ... eri£atl .22 LR CALIBER 
DOUBLE ACTION 

d . SEMI AUTO PISTOLS aaa DESIGNED IN GERMANY 
,_. MADE IN KANSAS CITY, MO 

CLASSIC IN APPEAR ANCE AND 
MODERN BY DESIGN. All ".22 Pistol 
Cla-;sics" feature semi -automatic straight 
blow back double actions. dual safety 
features. and a fu ll one year warranty. 

CX-22 CLASSIC 
6 Rd. Magazine 
6 113" O.L. 
Weig ht: 22 oz. 

NEW! 

P-98 CLASSIC 
6 Rd. Magazine 
6 116'' O. L. 
Weight: 26 oz. 

For more information on the ".22 Pistol 
Classics" or the fu ll American Arms line. 
send $3.00 for the 12 page fu ll color 
catalog featuring shotguns , rines. 
handguns and accessories or: see your 
local dealer. 

~~~~dnc. 
715 E. Armour Rd ., Dept. f:.GO? N. Kansas City, MO 64116 
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stated that the first shot hit him in the jaw 
and "numbed" him, and he didn 't feel the 
others hit. Later, he would say that he 
was first shot in the back, even though no 
bullet ente red, exited, or traversed that 
part of his body. 

The bell y wound was the mo st life 
threatening, but was very well tended to 
by attending phys icians. Lyne recovered 
from it full y. 

The bullet that saved Huebl 's life, Paul 
thinks, is the one that struck Lyne in the 
upper arm. Doctors told him that it cut 
th e nerve th at controlled the thumb and 
index fin ge r. Thi s , Paul Huebl is con­
vinced, is what kept Lyne from ki ll ing 
him with his .45 automatic. 

End Of A Gunfight 
Too many people believe that the gun­

fi ght beg ins with the draw and ends with 
the last shot. Many of my Lethal Force 
Institute students are reluctant to accept 
that even a clear-cut se lf-defense shooting 
can put you in jail , and leave you fi ghting 
for your freedom. The Paul Huebl inci ­
dent is li ving proof. 

Hue bl went strai ght to the hospital. 
That 's a severe ly injured man 's first reac­
tion. Remember, he had been clubbed on 
the head. 

At the same time, whoever reports the 
inc ident first and says "Someone attacked 
me" beco mes th e Comp lainant. That 
makes the other "someone" the Perpetrator. 

Throughout the aftermath , the justice 
system treated and referred to Bob Lyne 
as The Victim , treated and referred to 
Pau l Huebl as The Suspect. 

Shortly after the inc ident, a search of 
the Lyne home showed loaded guns in 
man y room s and vehic les , inc ludin g a 
coc ked Colt Go ld C up .45 auto in an 
unsnapped holster near a bed. The loaded, 
blue stee l autoloader showed s igns o f 
recent handling. 

An invest igator went to the hospital 
where Bob Ly ne lay and accord ing to 
news papers to ld Lyne, " Wh at I would 
like to be abl e to do , is co ll ec t (yo ur) 
guns and send them over to the Depart­
ment of Public Safe ty to make sure there 
isn't any blood or tissue matter or some­
thin g so we can say, yes, we checked 
those guns ... 

" What (Huebl is) going to be all eg ing 
is a self-defen se. That you attacked him 
and poss ibly pi stol whipped him. Ah , and 
then he's probably going to try to con­
vince peop le that you had a gun in (your) 
hand .. . 

" And you shot him or you were turn­
ing to shoot him when he shot you .. .I am 
going to work with you . I am going to do 
what I can to make sure thi s guy goes 
a way, ho pe fully we won ' t have him 
squeeze through the cracks on us here." 

Now, qu ite apart from a detective say­
ing this to someone who may be the good 
guy or may be the bad guy, giving a day's 
warning that the detectives are coming to 
pick up evidence is not exactly textbook 
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police procedure. 
It is, in fact, only a couple of steps 

from say ing, "Hey, would you like me to 
drop the gun s you mi ght have hit this guy 
with in the river or something?" 

Police 1.11nvestigation" 
By the time the guns were picked up 

and analyzed with Luminol , five showed 
no signs of blood, but the sixth , the Colt 
Gold Cup, showed a react ion. The lab 
technic ian considered the reaction incon­
c lu sive, and instead of keeping it for 
more intensive testing, allowed the detec­
tive to return all the guns to Mr. Lyne. 

lf there is ever a police textbook writ­
ten on "How NOT To Handle Evidence," 
this inc ident is worthy of consideration as 
a chapter. 

Victim On Trial 
Arizona v. Paul Hu ebl came to trial. 

Says Huebl, " Bob Lyne testified under 
oath that all the guns in the house at the 
time of the shooting had since been sold 
and he didn 't know where they were." 

However, when hi s young son was 
cross -examined , the son sa id Lyne had 
given one of the guns, a Colt .25 auto, to 
hi s daughter Kathl een, 19. When Lyne 
found out what the kid said, he may have 
figured he had to do something. 

"The testimony the next day by Kath­
leen ," Huebl continues, " was that her .25 
a uto m ati c wasn ' t the Co lt , it was a 
Beretta 950BS that she sa id her dad had 
given her for protection a year and a half 
before. 

"A coupl e of hours ·after the defense 
rested , I was able to find the dealer who 
had sold the Beretta in question. He had 
sold it to Bob Lyne the day before." 

The judge allowed this new ev idence 
to be presented. On summation , even the 
prosecutor who was trying to convict 
Paul Huebl admitted that Bob Lyne and 
hi s daughter had perjured themselves. 

It didn 't take the jury long to find the 
path to justice; they paused only to send a 
note to th e judge asking if they could 
convict Lyne of perjury. 

Told that they could only act upon 
Paul Hu e bl , the jury found him Not 
Guilty and stated for the record that they 
fe lt Bob Lyne should be charged with 
lying under oath. 

Justice Is Served 
Huebl was acquitted . The system had 

worked. 
Paul Hue bl , who had been plagued 

with sleeplessness and nightmares by the 
incident, had been vindicated and freed. 

Hi s attorney, Richard Gierloff, told 
reporters " Parad ise Va ll ey better get out 
its ... checkbook," because Huebl intended 
to sue the town for charging him after a 
police investigation that, Gie rloff sa id , 
was " inept, at best. " 

Hu eb l him se lf, after thanking the 
jurors, told the press, " ff I didn ' t have the 
benefit of my own sk ill s and ability (as an 
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STAR 
M30 

Today's best value in 
the over-crowded field of 

large capacity 9mm Parabellum pistols. 
The rugged, straight-forward design of 
the Star Model 30 auto provides the 
best performance record for any on 
the market - over 40,000 rounds thru 
one pistol in a rental MJO on a public 
range! It's the best kept secret among 
real professionals. Two models: light 
weight alloy frame or all steel. Both 
offer the smoothest, out-of-the-box 
double-action you've ever experienced. 
Ask your dealer for the Star Model 30. 

WRITE FOR FREE 32-PAGE CATALOG 

INT 
NUMBER TEN PRINCE STREET, ALEXANDRIA , VIRGINIA 22314 

We've Moved 
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QEAll-BURlllllG BULLSEYE 
With Hercules Bullseye®, clean burning is more than a promise. Bullseye®, 
consistently the #1 powder for pistol and revolver target shooting .. . with 

those who know. Bullseye's clean burning is a 
welcome bonus-with super-accuracy, 

-. 

minimum charge weights 
and less recoil. Magnum 

owners choose Hercules 
Blue Dot® for silhouette 

shooting. Hercules Unique® 
is the all-purpose choice for 

handgun versatility. Your enjoyment of 
the sport is our target. For a free copy 
of Hercules Reloaders' Guide, see your 
dealer, or write: Hercules Incorporated, 

Product Information, Hercules Plaza, 
Wilmington, DE 19894. 

_@HERCULES 

There are .22's, and there are .22's for serious shooters. 
The Beretta 87BB is built on the premise that small caliber doesn .. all 
performance. The 87 matches the feel and all of the features of Beretta's famous .380 
series auto pistols, including Beretta's exclusive open slide design, straight blow back 
double action, firing pin block and trigger bar disconnect. For serious plinking, trail use, 
or for low cost target practice at the range - the Beretta model 87 is the best-bred pistol 
you can own. 

See your nearest Beretta dealer or contact 

8 Beretta U.S.A. Corp., 17601 Beretta Drive, %.f~ B Ha US A 
Accokeek,Maryland20607.0rphone ~- ere • • • 
(301) 283-2191. 

investigator) and the efforts of my lawyer 
and other investigators, I probably would 
have been sent to the penitentiary." 

Aftermath 
Today working as a private investiga­

tor licensed by the State of Arizona, Paul 
Huebl has impl emented in to hi s da il y 
procedure some lessons he learned from 
the night of October 18, 1987. 

" I think one of my bi gges t tac ti ca l 
e rror s was no t tak in g ca re o f m y 
equipment, and using that fl ashlight with 
ba tt e ri es I ' d a ll owed to run dow n ." 
Today, he carri es a SureFire-6 from Laser 
Products Corporati on, a compact fl ash­
light that throws a beam virtuall y as pow­
erful as the big units that generally have 
to be kept in dashboard chargers. 

Paul to ld me th at the mos t chilling 
part of the incident was when he emptied 
hi s weapo n and saw no reacti on: " He 
didn ' t fall , he d idn ' t dro p hi s g un . I 
thought I had missed. " 

Silvertip .38 Special is not famous for 
stopping power. 

Winches ter 's S il vert ip line is pretty 
good in .45 ACP, very good in the large­
bore revolver calibers, and may be 50/50 
for stopping power in .357 Magnum in 
the cases I've rev iewed. 

In .38 Spec ial, however, both the 95 
grain and 125 grain versions have been 
losers as manstoppers, barely better than 
the in famous widowmaker, the 158 grain 
roundnose lead. 

Change Of Guns 
Recognizing this from his hard-earned 

ex peri ence , Paul Huebl now loads hi s 
Bodyguard with a load he thinks should 
perfo rm better, the Federal Hydra-Shok. 
That 's a moot po in t, though, Huebl no 
longer carries the gun . 

Instead, there's another Galco holster 
on his right hip, the Combat Master scab­
bard, and it carries a Colt Officer 's Model 
automati c loaded with Remington +P 185 
grain .45 hollowpoints. 

In his left hip pocket is a Bianchi Clip 
Grip, adjusted, he says, so that e ither of 
the two spare magaz ines will come free 
without bringing the whole carrier with it. 

Co uld he have re loaded hi s .38 
revolver that dark and dangerous night? 

"I might have tried if I 'd had a speed­
loader," he told me, " but I just had six 
rounds in a belt pouch, and I knew Lyne 
still had a pistol I assumed was loaded. I 
thought the better part of wisdom was to 
get the hell out of there." 

Shooting Lessons 
No , th e hit s we re n ' t dead center. 

That 's why Lyne stayed up and running. 
T he Silvertip to the j aw had mush­

roomed fl awlessly, and two deformed not 
at all , according to Paul , wi th the fo urth 
exiting unrecovered. 

Chicago PD had given him no night­
fire training, and he recalls that during the 
incident a dim part of hi s mind was flash-
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in g back to a Phoenix PD ni g htfire 
co urse: ''Identify yo ur target, take yo ur 
time ... " 

Paul plans to install Trij icon ni ght 
sights on hi s Co lt .45 compact. He has 
also spent more time on the range since 
the shooting, and gone from an average 
275 out of 300 to 300 out of 300 on the 
police combat course. ·'There 's a motiva­
tion fac tor," he says dry ly. 

Better Part Of Valor 
Was hi s retreat und e r the c irc um­

stances tactically sound? Paul has spent a 
lot of time thinking about it, and replies, 
" l found out later that Lyne 's friend and 
ne ighbor had grabbed a .38 and come 
running to he lp him , and that hi s oldest 
son heard the shots and grabbed a loaded 
shotgun and came runn ing out the front 
door just as I left. All things considered , 
I'm glad l got out of the line of fire when 
I did ." 

Based on what this writer has seen, the 
in vestigation was handled horribly. Per­
haps if Huebl coul d have gotten on line 
with a mobile phone or reached a phone 
booth in time to phone in first, he would 
have become The Complainant in stead of 
The Scumbag a nd wou ld have bee n 
spared hi s ni ghtmari sh courtroom ordeal. 

Huebl did not say that he felt his pro­
gun acti vities had brought ex tra heat on 
him, but did state that since a lead detective 
had been sued numerous times for divorce, 
car crashes with injury resulting, and civi l 
rights violations, that he might have had an 
antipathy toward process servers who had 
so many times served hin1. 

Vindication 
Perhaps the main lesson is that even 

when you are wrongfully accused , the 
system wi ll work to free you , if you have 
a good lawyer and if yo u don 't ju st s it 
back and wait for jus ti ce to happen by 
itself. 

o one cares more about the outcome 
of the tri al than the wrongfully-accused 
defendant, and seldom does anyone know 
more about what is happening. 

Paul Huebl 's own aggressive investi­
gation he lped to find the truth that set him 
free. As this is written , a special prosecu­
tor has been appo inted to hring perjury 
c harges aga in st Bob Lyne, says Paul 
Huebl trium phantly. 

Huebl can even today reach up to hi s 
left fo rehead and feel the two dents in hi s 
skull from the blow that was dea lt him 
moments before he emptied hi s .38 Spe­
cial. The injuries correspond exactl y to 
the front edge of the tri gger guard and the 
front edge of the frame of the Colt Co ld 
Cup .45 auto, which is now in his posses­
sion as ev idence, he says. 

No one paid him back th e price for 
be ing proven not guilty. Hi s lawsuit filed 
September 2 1, 1989, alleges over $80,000 
in legal fees and over $ 12,000 in court 
and medical costs. 

But Hu e bl can re me mbe r the first 

• CUSTOM GUNS 
• TRITIUM SIGHTS 

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM CONVERSIONS FOR: 
•COLT/ SPRINGFIELD ARMORY & CASPIAN AUTOS 
• PYTHON/RUGER & SMITH DOUBLE ACTIONS 

D .N. MIDDllBNOOKS- PISTOlSMITN 
Rt. 1, Box 112-C Surry, Va. 23883 

TEL. (801/) 357 - 0881 

203 FOf Govt. Model. 
Better Grip and 
Control. 
$31.00 

~ KINCPS CUN WORR,S , INC. ~~:'is~:!'7 
~ CUSTOM HANDGUN ACCESSORIES 1-=- faal 

Since 1949 "You only have to buy a quality patf once:• - 1 l,._I 
KING'S GUN WORKS, INC. • 1837 W. GLENOAKS BLVD., GLENDALE, CA 91201 • PHONE: (818) 956-6010 Pnces Sub19CI ro Change \\\"r110u1 Notice 

Send $2.00 lor catalog to: 

L.A.R. Manufacturing, Inc. 
4133 West Farm Road 
West Jordan, Utah 84088 

Phone (801 ) 2557106 

Have 'em all! 
5 Different calibers ... with 1 gun 

GAIZZLY. 
WlftMAG 
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The Best cuns Need the Best Parts 
Specify Ed Brown custom Parts on Your Next Gun ... 

Hi-Sweep Beaverta il 

• ~ 
Removable 
Front Sight 

commander Style 
Match Grade 

Slotted Hammer 
Ground sear Hooks 

$32.95 Blue & 
$35.95 S.S. for compensator 

installation. 510.95 
Grip Safety 41 C. 

countersunk for Heavy Duty 
commander Hammer Guide Rod Head 

S29.95 Blue & Shock-Resisting 
$31 .95 s.s. Tool Steel. 514.20 MAXI-WELL 

see Your Pistolsmith or Parts Distributor- If Not Available, Order Direct From... The Largest Mag-Well 

Ed Brown ProductS s2°t.i5n~7~;, ~as~1°~~vs~s. 
Member American 

Route 2, Box 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 = ·•) I viS4 I Pistolsmiths Guild 
Phone <314> 565-3261 - sENDs1.ooF0RcArAwc 

The point on the left is what you 
get with Tosca's LaserPoint:M Small 
and sharp 1314'') at 30 yards. 

The point on the right is the 
competition's. Big and fuzzy at 
the same distance. 

That's because Tosca's 
laser targeting device incorpo­
rates multi-element optical glass 
lenses (rather than plastic). 

And our solid-state con­
struction is made to withstand 
the G-force of high-powered 
firearms. Even after countless 
rounds and recoils, everything's 
still perfectly aligned. So your 
bullet hits precisely where the 
red dot falls. 

Tosco LaserPoint™ is the profes­
sional laser targeting device. It's 
waterproof, lightweight, and 
comes with free 30mm rings, an 
extension tube, four AAA bat­
teries and two on/off switches, 
one for pistols/bows and one 
for rifles/shotguns. There's a 
choice of continuous or pulsed 
operations, or a multi-mode 
combination. And it's made in 
the U.S.A. 

For more accurate, quick 
reaction shooting, find out about 
Tosco LaserPoint. Write or call 
Tosco, Dept. AH P.O. Box 
523735, Miami, FL 33152. Phone: 

(305) 591-3670. 

tasco® 

TASCO LASERPOINT:"THE PROFESSIONAL LASER TARGmNG DEVICE. 
For a full color sports optics catalog, send $3.00 to the above address. In Canada, 

write Optex Corp., 52 Lesmill Rd ., Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3B2T5. © 1990 Tosco Sales Inc. 

mornin g he wo ke up in the Mari copa 
Co un ty Jail , charged with aggravated 
assa ult fo r hav in g defe nded him se lf 
aga in st an armed man who had pi sto l 
whipped him, and looking in the grey ish 
jailhouse mi rror in hi s cell. 

" I saw myself crack a smile in the mir­
ror," Paul Huebl recall s, "and it was a 
smil e that sa id , 
' I' m alive! "' 

COP TALK 
Continued from page 36 

Thanksgiv ing week found me at Ben­
nin g wi th a co upl e o f dozen of th e 
Arm y's top in structors. Tho ugh some 
used Co lt ma tc h g un s tun ed by th e 
marks manship training uni t, and a few 
occasionally fired thei r CZ and Browning 
9mm s wh ic h a re bo ug ht in droves at 
cheap PX prices by any smart GI who 
was ever stat ioned in Germany, most of 
the fi ring was done with M-9 Berettas . 
Ammo was GI issue. 

During that intense week, wi th more 
than 15,000 rounds fired from the M-9s, 1 
did not see a single Beretta jam or break, 
save fo r one that choked with an after­
market magaz ine one of the instructors 
was trying out. 

The class , which incl uded the chief 
instructors of every single MTU squad in 
the Army, stated unanimously that the M-
9 had exceeded thei r ex pectations of reli­
ability in the field . 

One team did note that after heavy 
testing with a hot Israe li load , cracks 
were noted on the locking blocks of about 
half the test pi stol s. None of these ever 
sheared, they just cracked. 

These instructors suggested that the 
squared areas be rounded for stress relief, 
a po in t other pistol masters have made 
and one I herewith pass on to Beretta. 

By the time I left Benning, the M-9s 
were still going great, almost half of the 
badly worn , leftover Colts had jammed at 
some point, and the instructors had made 
it c lea r to m e th at th ey th o ug ht th e 
Beretta was an exce ll ent ...... 
battle pistol for its caliber. " 

DUBIOUS 
Continued ji·om page 23 

concealed carry permit law, is robbed by 
a Marielito with a stolen S&W 9mm. 

The fe lon, released early from pri son 
where he was supposed to serve 12 years 
for shooting at two Florida cops, tries to 
shoot the cabbie but can ' t because hi s 
stolen double action automatic is on safe. 
The good g uy, who knows whe re hi s 
safety is , draws hi s Colt .45 auto and 
shoots the suspec t s ix or seven t imes , 
fa tally. 

A West Coast gunwriter cites this case 
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Sho-w 
YourTeatn 
Colors! 
with Silencio's eight top-of­
the-line, custom-designed 
"T earn" Earmuffs that show off 

Team earmuffs 

your favor ite gun's 
logo. At your 
shooting sports 
retailer NOW! 

are CDS-BO 
Magnum Deluxe 
with liquid-filled 
cushions, except 
S&W is USN-86 
Flight Deck model. 

Send $ 1 for 
"Team Silencio" 
lapel pin & 
full color 
catalog! 

56 Coney Island Dr. • Sparks, NV 8943 1 

as a c lassic examp le of why double­
action auto pistols should always be car­
ried or stored in an off-safe condition. 

Great Moments In Handgun 
Design #246 Award 

Randall Firearms, shortly before going 
bankrupt, introduces their left-h anded 
1911 A I pattern .45 auto, with its controls 
in mirror image to the standard pistol. 

Market research has fai led to show 
that o ne reason the regul ar 1911-type 
guns are so popular among southpaws is 
that they can operate the pistols more eas­
ily than right handers, the magazine 
release and slide stop lever being literally 
at their fingertips. 

Before right-handers can catch on to 
the fact that a more ergonomic s ingle 
action .45 is available to them, Randall 
has gone chapter 11 . 

Fine Legal Minds In Action 
Award 

Taking civi l liability paranoia to the 
limit, Sturm, Ruger & Company- which 
pioneered the concept of stamping "don't 
shoot this gun ' ti! you read the owner 's 
manual" on the barrel of their revolvers­
glues a similar warning on a Day-Gia 
orange st icker to the side of each P-85 
9mm magazine. 

Unfortunately, the sticker begins to 
roll up and peel off each time it goes in 
and out of the magazine well , leaving lit­
tl e balls of gluey paper inside that can 
jam the pistol and cause the gunfighting 
death of the police officer carrying it, 
paving the way for the widow to become 
a significant stockholder of Sturm, Ruger 
Inc. 

D.U.M.B. Award 
The ' 80s see the death of the C.0.P. 

("Cop On Patrol") pistol , a hideous four­
shot .357 Magnum larger than a six-shot 
Colt Detective Special , with a trigger pull 
heavier than a Swingline staplegun 's, and 
none of whose four barrels shoot any­
where near the rest. 

After the manufacturer 's fai lure, the 
guns are sold off through Shotgun News 
at a fraction of their retail price, mainly to 
gun enthusiasts who didn ' t think the ir 
grandchildren would believe that a gun so 
horribly designed cou ld ever have been 
manufactured if th ey didn ' t keep the 
proof to show them. 

It Seemed Like A Good Idea At 
The Time Award 

Shortly after the massac re in the 
Stockton schoolyard that triggered mas­
sive "anti-assault rifle" hysteria in 1989, 
Colt Industries in New York over-ride the 
strident objections of the Colt Firearms 
Division executives and unilaterally ban 
the sale of AR-15 rifles to private citizens 
as a matter of company policy. 

This comes shortly after Colt Firearms 
has lost its meat-and-potatoes US Armed 
Services contract for M-16 rifle manufac-
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TOMORROWS 
FIREARMS FINISH 

TODAY!! 

BLACK HARD 
CHROME 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY is now offering the 
durability and rust resistance of hard 
chrome in a black, non-glare traditional 
finish. Black Gard is not a dye or paint, but 
true hard chrome. 

We finish your firearms (Handgun, Rifle, or 
Shotgun) with traditional gray hard chrome 
(Rockwell ·c· 70) and then double plate 
with our "Black Gard" chrome (Rockwell 
·c· 60) for unexcelled rust resistance 
and wearability. 

DOUBLE GUARANTEE 

1) When your handgun is plated, use it for 
30 days. If you do not think it's the best 
finish of its type you have ever used, return 
it - we'll strip the plating and reblue It 
AND refund your money. 

2) LIFETIME GUARANTEE - a first In the 
Industry. We will guarantee the finish of 
the firearm for the life of the original 
owner- our black chrome will wear - as any 
finish will - but, we are so confident that it will 
give better and longer service than any 
other black finish on the market that we will 
refinish your firearm as many times and as 
often as you wish with only a modest 
charge ($24.50) for handling. 

You can't lose! Just send us the parts of 
the firearm you want plated (or we will dis­
assemble for a small charge of $7.00) to the 
address below, along with your check, 
money order or credit card (Visa/Master­
card) number in the amount of $149.20 for 
handguns, or $194.00 for rifles or shotguns 
(indude $6.00 postage and insurance). 
Yes, we can do your guns In black and 
grey. Turn around time - approx. 2 wks. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & 
OUR FREE BROCHURE 

WRITE OR CALL 
1-800-654-5985 

SHOOTIST SUPPLY 
1531 Mill Street 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 
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AIM T® WIN 
with the number one source for championship-proven 
precision custom parts and accessories. 

$225 
HANDGUN CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 

Wilson Combat 

Extended Safeties Blue or Stain less 
Extended Slide Release Blue or Stain. 
Extended Combat Ejector 
Match Stainless Barrels 
Extended Magazine Button 
Match Trigger w/3 Holes 
Commander Hammer Blue or Stainless 
Beavertai l Grip Safety Blue or Stain. 
Shok-Buffers (6 Pk.) 
Combat 3 Dot Sights 
Full Length Recoil Guide Gov.ICC 
Magazine Well Funnel Blue or Stain . 
Checkered Mainspring Housing 
Recoil Springs, 8,9, 10, 12.15, 17, 18 Lbs. 
Safariarms Ext. Safeties Blue or Sta. 
Safariarms Ext. Ambi Safety 

Ed Brown Products 
New 191 1 Ambi Safety Stain less 
New 1911 Ambi Safety Blue 

Call And 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 
Save$$$ 

$19.95 
$29.95 

Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety Blue 
Hi-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety Stain 
Match Grade Commander Hammer Blue 
Match Grade Commander Hammer Stain. 

$54.95 
$49.95 
$29.95 
$31 .95 
$32.95 
$35.95 

Magazines & Speedloaders 
Metalform Magazines with Pads 
Shooting Star 38 Super 10rds Mag 
Shooting Star 45 ACP S/S Mag 
Safari Comp 11 Speedloader 
Safari Comp Ill Speed loader 

Action Tune-Up Kits 
S&W K/ L/ N Spring Kit 
Colt 1911 Spring Kit 
S&W J. Frame Spring Kit 
Beretta/Taurus 92 Spring Kit 
Sig-Sauer P226 Spring Kit 

Miscellaneous Accessories 
Chapman #9600 Screwdriver Set 
Chapman #8900 Screwdriver & Allen Set 
Pro-Optics Shades Glasses 
Phelps Dillon 450/550 Case Feeder 
IPSC US Nationals Video 
Steel Challenge Video 
Bianchi Cup Video 

$19.95 
$27 .95 
$22.50 
$ 7.95 
$11.95 

$12.50 
$15.45 
$ 9.60 
$14.50 
$ 9.60 

$ 24.95 
$ 27.95 
$ 27.95 
$149.95 
$ 49.95 
$ 49.95 
$ 49.95 

B.A. T. Products 
BAT Ultra-Mag Brass Pads 2Pk. 
BAT Ultra-Comp Compensator 
BAT Ultra-Comp Kit I 
BAT Ultra-Comp Full Profile Kit Ill 
BAT Ultra-Match Stainless Hammer 

Ernie Hill Leather 
New Fas-Trac Holsters Brown or Black 

$ 9.95 
$ 69.95 
$189.95 
$299.95 
$ 28.95 

Basketweave $99.00 
Speed Competition Belts Save$$$ 
Single Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 
Double Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 
Triple Magazine Pouches Save$$$ 

Safariland Competition Leather 
008 Final Option Holster Save$$$ 
002 Cup Challenge Holster Save$$$ 
Gunfighter Belt Black Basketweave $38.95 
Adjustable Sing le Mag Pouch BBW $17.55 
Double Mag Pouch BBW $26.55 
Triple Magazine Pouch BBW $36.55 
Competition Triple Speedloader Pouch $18.50 · 

Chip McCormick Products 
New Titanium Super Light Trigger $29.95 
McCormick Square Commander Hammer $76.00 
Nastoff McCormick Commander Hammer $76.00 
McCormick Prepped Sear $22.95 

Timers & Chronographs 
Pro-Timer Ill 
Pro-Tach Chronograph 
TNT Timer and Chronograph 

Sights 

$225.00 
$129.95 
$325.00 

Bo-Mar BMCS Competition Rear Sight $59.95 
Bo-Mar Undercut Competition Front Sight $ 9.50 
Wichita Combat Rear Sight $59.95 

Books 
"You Can't Miss" by John Shaw $ 9.95 
"Shoot to Win " by John Shaw $11.95 
"Combat 45 Auto" by Bill Wilson $11.95 
"Hallock's 45 Handbook" $11.95 
"Combat Handgunnery New Edition" $14.95 

SHOOTER'S DEPOT 
P.O. BOX 3238, HIALEAH, FL 33013 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 305-221-6381 FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 
SEND $3.00 FOR THE MOST COMPLETE PRACTICAL PISTOL CATALOG OF 

THE 1990'S 

1-800-553-0844 
FOR ORDERS ONLY 

ture to F of Belgium, and shortly before 
a court order rul es aga inst Co lt and in 
favor of the union in a multimillion dollar 
lawsuit. 

The parent company has thus shut off 
one of the most profitable commercial 
product lines, and overwhelmingly alien­
ated th e e ntire gun-buying public , at 
exactly the time in the division 's history 
when Colt Firea rms most desperately 
needed the continuing support of th e 
American gun owner. 

Sportsmanship Award 
Shortly after manufacturer Freedom 

Arms refu sed to give a specia l deal on 
.454 Casull revolvers to Elgin Gates, the 
Manuel Noriega of the International 
Handgun Metallic Silhouette Association. 
(IHMSA) prohibited the .454 Casull from 
competition in any of their tournaments 
with a cute new " price ceiling rule. " 

Don't Confuse Us With The Facts 
Award 

After successfully blaming the tragi c 
defeat of e ight FBI agents (two killed , 
three crippled for li fe. two more recover­
ing from their guns hot wounds) on the 
failure of a sing le Winchester 9mm Sil­
vertip that fatally wounded the copkiller 
but not quick ly enough, th e Fe de ral 
Bureau of Investigat ion finally authori zed 
the .45 automatic two years later. 

In any case, the approval of the .45 
was only an interim answer until FBI had 
acquired the new gun it had adopted sight 
unseen: a lOmm autoloader firing a .40 
caliber projectile at 950 fps and weighing 
180 grains. 

Never mind that the 185 grain .45 hol­
lowpoint at 935 to 950 fps had already 
proven somewhat overpenetrative but still 
an excellent manstopper- that would be 
admitting that the answer had been there 
before FBI found it. 

Never mind that the .45 Auto, as Jeff 
Cooper has long stated, offers 56% more 
cross-sectional impact diameter than that 
nasty 9mm, and the reduction to I Omm 
was about cutting that advantage in half. 

Never mind that the same bull e t 
weight in a narrower-diameter projectile 
created s ignificant ly greater sectional 
density, and therefore virtually guaran­
teed more penetration than a balli sti c 
combinat ion that was already somewhat 
overpenetrative in .45. 

Reinventing The Wheel Award 
During the period when handgun sales 

went into the doldrums, Federal Cartridge 
created the .32 Magnum. It was fir s t 
call ed the " .32 H&R Magnum"' because 
Harrington & Richardson first created the 
guns for Federal 's cartr idge , but th e 
"H&R" part went by the wayside when 
that firm went out of business. 

Ruger, Thompson/Center, and Charter 
Arms filled the void with guns cham­
bered for the caliber. At least two gun­
writers dubbed it an "exce llent manstop-
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ARNTZEN'S 
ALL NEW 

~i~~ 
~o ~1:.i<GTH 

s' 
0-?-
~ 

NOW YOU CAN HAV E A 
COMPLETE PEPPE R POP­
PER. READY FOR US E, 
MADE OF ARNTZEN'$ HIGH 
STRENGTH STE EL 

COMPLETE 
WITH BASE 

s110 
318 HIGH STRENGTH STEEL PLATE , 200-250 
BRINELL HARDNESS - OUTLASTS MILD 
STEEL & A-36 . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

YCUR CLUB CAN NOW '3L! ILD YOUR OWN STEEL 
PISTOL TARGET SYSTE MS USING 200 -250 
BR INCLL 1-'ARDNESS TES7ED STEEL SUPPLl::D 
SY ARNTZEN 

MAKE YOUR CHOICE OF HIGH 
STRENGTH STEEL SHAPES. 
A. IPSC :J,'8" STEEL PLATE 17 -314 X 29-112 $59. 

A·1 IPSC (same as above . 1/2 Sile) $ 15. 

B. POPER 3/B" STEEL PLATE 12· X 42" $39. 

C. PIN JIB" STEEL PLATE 4-718 X 15" $8. 

0 . BASE 2· X 4" $1 50 

t . CIRCLE 3,9· STEEL PLATE 

0· . s0. 10· . s1 0. 12· - s12. 

F. ·9· ZONE 3'8" STEEL 5· X 6" $8.50 

G. 'A' ZONE 318" STEEL s· X 11 • $11 . 

H. RECTANGLE 318" STEEL PLATE 18"X24" $48. 

(NOT FOR USE WITH C.F. RIFLES) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CHARGE TO YOUR VISA 

OR MASTERCARD ~ 

CALL .,44 

D 800/821-3475 
FAX D 815/964-0045 

1025 SCHOOL STREET 
ROCKFORD, IL 61105-0898 

per," even though no human be ing has 
been shot with a .32 Magnum to my 
knowledge. 

It was only after the introduction of 
the .32 Magnum that pistol competitors 
picked up on the inherent accuracy of the 
original .32-20. Soon, almost every NRA 
Hunter Pistol match in sight had awards 
be ing won by shooters with T/C Con­
tender pistols in .32-20, though interest­
ingly, we've not heard of a single match 
of any kind won with a .32 Magnum. 

Ironically, the "new" cartridge regen­
erated interest in the supposedly obsolete 
round that inspired it. 

Open Mind Award 
Windle Turley, the Texas lawyer who 

has made a career out of suing gun manu­
facturers for atroc ities committed by 
armed criminals, writes a book for other 
lawyers titled Firearms Litigation : Law, 
Science, and Practice. 

Turley opens vo lume one wit h thi s 
class ic doublespeak, on the first page of 
the preface: "We are not attempting here 
to advocate any particular social or legal 
philosophy ... we believe that firearms in 
general have outlived most of the useful­
ness they may once have had , and that 
handg uns in particular have no useful 
place in modem American society." 

Robber Baron Award 
Domaus & Dixon introduce the much­

heralded Bren Ten pistol , shipping many 
if not most of them without magazines. 
Whe n the undercapitalized firm goes 
bankrupt, a significant number of the ir 
customers are left with unshootable guns . 

Magaz ine s subsequen tl y become 
avai lable from another source, advertised 
at $ 135.00 apiece. 

Rampant Lemon Award 
Numerous gun magazines simultane­

ously herald the introduction of the dou­
bl e-action Colt Double Eagle on their 
covers. Only one even hints at the fact 
that if the trigger doesn ' t come all the 
way back after the sear releases, the ham­
mer will fall to the safety shelf and go 
"click" instead of firing as it should. The 
other magazines don ' t mention it at all. 

Upon learning that American Hand­
gunner is about to publish the fu ll story, 
Colt anno unces a " vo luntary product 
upgrade" to correct the problem. 

Spittin' Image Award 
The Eighties see the introduction and 

subsequent discontinuance of the Steyr 
GB, a big, bulky double-action 9mm that 
holds 19 shots, works perfectly, and is 
amazing ly accurate. Unfortunately, it is 
also the spitting image of the Rogak pis­
tol of the Seventies, which set an all -time 
record for horrible workmanship and fre­
quent malfunction. 

The story goes that the Rogak was a 
ripoff of in-progress designs for the GB. 
The fail ure of that abysmal Rogak was 
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''BOT ONES'' 
BWS PIONEERED the non­
corrosive, non-mercuric Per­
cussion/Musket Cap more than 
half a century ago, when it in­
troduced the barrel saving 
SINOXID Priming Compound. 
Today, all non-corrosive caps 
trace their beginning to this 
original RWS invention. 

BOT, but sensitive - RWS 
Caps are favored worldwide by 
muzzle loaders for their Con­
sistency, Uniformity, and 
Record Breaking Performances 
(currently shooters using RWS 
Caps hold more World Rec­
ords than all other brands 
combined). 
VERSATILE - RWS Caps 
consistently ignite black power 
substitutes like Pyrodex. 

SAFE to store and transport, 
EZCEPTIONAL shelf life -
RWS Caps are available in 
four sizes. See your muzzle 
loading dealer and ask him for 
the "Hot Ones" - RWS Per­
cussion and Musket Caps. 

int. diameter height 
Product Side Cap min. max. 

Code View No. mm inch inch finish 

2105268 lJ 1075 4,25 .17 4.20 .17 nbbed 
"U" brand 

2105 195 bl 105S 4.25 .17 5.50 .22 ribbed 

2103893 
l=:J 

1218 5.63 .22 6.30 .25 6 f langes 

2105276 ~ 1081 5.80 .23 6.10 .24 4 flanges 

Write today, ask for the NEW 
"PRECISION PRODUCTS" Catalog. 

Send $2. for 1st class. $1. for 3rd class. to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL- RWS INC. 
105 STONEHURST COURT, NORTHVALE, N. J 07647 
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PISTOLSMITH 
I ha ve 40 yea rs experience repairing and building all types of sporting 
firearms. Complete facilities for th e type of work th a t is req uired. 

Comba t • Pin shootin g • Target • Silhouette 

COLT FACTORY WARRANTEE SERVICE CENTER 
HIGH STANDARD SPECIALIST - ALL MODELS 
SMITH & WESSON REVOLVER IMPROVEMENTS 

A one man shop th a t ca res. and a shooter who kn ows what th e serious 
shooter wants. Satisfaction Assured. Price List $1.00. 

CAMPBELL H. IRWIN GUNSMITH 
Hartland Blvd .. East Hartland, Co nn . Tue.-Sat 9am-Spm (E.T.) 

Tel. (203 ) 653-3901 Zip 06027 Sun. & mon. closed 

~ 
Trademark of Plater's Supply 

~~· 
'~- , 

4it;' ~ 
This is the difference a Durachrome finish r 
can make. Just thinkwhatitwill do for that • · ~ - , : .. 
custom gun you are having built. We do not ::-· ,, 
simply put hardchrome on guns - they are · -
custom hardchromcd to your specs. If ' 
you are looking for the ultimate finish for the 
ultimate rifle, pistol or shotgun, ask for it by name - ~(111/()M( 

SURPASSES STAINLESS STEEL FOR BRIGHTNESS -RUST RESISTANCE SECOND TO NONE 
• Will not gall, chip or peel -

hardness rated at72 Rockwell Scale 
• DURACHROME smoothness reduces 

wear on moving parts 
• Member of the American Hangunner 

THE SHOOTER SHOP 
PATRICK J. CONNORS 
514 N. Main. Butte, MT 59701 

Top 100 Pistolsmith List DealerandLawEnforcementdiscounrs 
406 723-3842 • Exclusive plater for Cannon guns available - Send $2.00 for co/or brochure. 

The Chapman Academy of Practical Shooting offers 
the latest and best training in tactics and techniques 
for defensive , practical shooting. 

Training courses are available for handgun , shotgun 
and special weapons. Beginners. law enforcement 
personnel , military personnel and world-class 
competitive shooters have attended and benefited 
from Ray Chapman's expertise and personalized 
instruction. 

For information about the best training available write : 

"=the, 

Chapman Academy 
Hallsville, MO 65255 

(314) 696-5544 

BRASS CATCHER* 
"It's the handiest on the market" 

~$14.95 ~ 
The BRASS CATCHER• fits on your hand, not on 
your handgun. No more clumsy distractions. Specifically 
designed for Browning, Cott, Mac 10, Uzi and other popular 
semi-autos. The BRASS CATCHER• adjusts for either top 
or right side ejections. Recommended for right hand shooters. 

Send check or money order to: 

GAGE MANUFACTURING 
663 West 7th St. San Pedro, CA 90731 No C.O.D. 

o ne of execution , not design. The GB 
itself worked perfectly. A las , a generation 
of handgunners had learned to associate 
that distinctive silhouette with the worst 
handgun of all time. 

Double Standard Award 
New York Police Department ' s 

firearms licensing unit , reacting to BS 
press re port s about "p lastic terrorist 
guns," refused to authorize the Glock on 
a permit. Shortly thereafter, NYPD Com­
missioner Benjamin Ward was asked by 
reporters if he carried a handgun. "Yeah, I 
carry this machine gun ," he replied, open­
ing his coat to reveal a Glock 9mm. 

The Glock pistol was approved by the 
embarrassed licensing unit within a week. 

Leona Helmsley Award 
Jane Fonda and her soon to be ex-h us­

band Tom Hayden a lways contributed 
heavi l y to g un-bannin g effo rt s and 
worked stren uou sly on behalf of anti-gun 
groups. 

Whe n a burglar e nte red their home, 
howeve r, both grabbed loaded g un s to 
defend themselves. When reporters asked 
her how this squared with the couple 's pub­
lic opposition to private ownership of guns, 
Hanoi Jane snapped, "That's ...... 
for other people, not us." ~ 

LINEBAUGH 
Continued from page 55 

length sizer die and expander die in 
seq uence, seated bullets over large doses 
of selected powders ign ited by CCI #350 
primers and I was in business. 

The brass u sed had been loaded 
numerous times in various .45 -70's and 
now has gone through three load ings in 
the .475 Linebaugh. 

Everything that I have said about the 
.500 also applies to the .475. Workmanship 
is superb. And when it comes to shooting, 
both of these are heavy recoiling revolvers , 
but after 600 rounds through them in five 
testing sess io ns, I have no great after­
effects. This is probably more rounds than 
would normally be fired through these fine 
hunting guns in a year. 

I wou ld say that anyone th at can han­
dle a .44 Magnum we ll , espec ia ll y the 
relative ly lightweigh t Model 29 Smith 
and Wesson or Ruger Super Blackhawk, 
sho uld be able to handle a .475 or .500 
Linebaugh Eisley w ith a li tt le practice 
and working up starting with below full­
bore loads. 

One caution. Do not try to assemble 
light loads w ith WW296 nor HI 10. Use 
#2400 , Blue Dot o r H4227 for lighter 
loads and HS-6 or WW23 I for " practice" 
loads in the 800 to 900 fps range. 

.475 Linebaugh Loads 
Let 's look at Kn ock-Out values fo r 

the .475 with Linebaugh 's recommend-
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ed top loads. These, both chronographed 
with a seven and one-half inch barrel 
and using H 110 powder, are a 350 grain 
bulle t at 1,570 fps, and a 385 grain bul­
let at 1,480 fps . 

These figure out to TKO values of 37 
and 39 respecti ve ly. Remember, a stan­
dard .44 Magnum has a TKO value of 21. 
My top loads, with two inches less barrel 
co upl ed with cold weather, were 350 
gra in bullet a t 1,534 fps for a TKO of 
36.5, 380 gra in bullet at l,408 fp s for 36 
TKO, 395 gra in bull e t at 1,394 for 37 
TKO, and the 405 gra in bullet at 1,427 
fps for a Taylor Knock Out value of 39. 

Be li eve me, a 405 g rain bull e t at 
1400+ fps from a forty-nine ounce 
revo lver provides hi gh KO at both ends 
of the muzzle! 

Accurate Big Bores 
r was particularly impressed with the 

acc urac y of th ese reall y bi g bore 
revolvers. Even though both the .475 and 
.500 were fire d with full horsepowe r 
loads in cold weather, all loads gave five­
shot groups at 25 yards that surpri sed me 
to say the least. 

Fifty-four different loads were tri ed in 
the .475 and thirty-six loads in the .500. 
Most groups were two inches or less, thi s 
from a braced standing position utilizing 
the spare tire on my Broncho as a " res t. " 

As s tated earli e r, be nch res tin g was 
just too punishing for this much firing . 
About half the gro ups fired were in the 
one-i nch neighborhood . 

Bull ets used in the .475 were three 
LBT des igns cast from their exce ll e nt 
double cav ity moulds, #467.370LFN (350 
gra in ), #476.420LFN (395 gra in ), and 
#476.440LF (405 gra in ); and NEl 's 
beautiful fl at-nosed 380 grain .475 bulle t, 
#390.477. 

A ll .475 bullets were s ized to .476" 
us ing an RCBS sizing di e and at the same 
time they were lubed with Thompson's 
bullet lube. 

Casting these big bullets requires a lot 
of a ll oy. The Lyman Mag 20 Melting Pot 
empties quickly when running two dou ­
ble cav ity moulds in tandem with 400+ 
gra in bullets dropping from each. With 
bull e ts thi s la rge, ex tra coo lin g time is 
needed for each mould also. 

The accompan ying c hart g ives some 
re loading inform at ion for the .475. As 
with the .500, more comple te re load ing 
information and loading data, including 
less than full-bore loads, will be given in 
future editions of Tafjin Tesls. 
Both the .475 and .500 revolvers were 
test-fired from s tart to fini s h with no 
c leanin g until all testing was finished. 
Leading was minimal us ing bullets cast 
of three parts pure lead to four parts type 
metal , and eac h gu n co uld have gone 
hundreds of rounds more if the base pin 
and center hole in the cylinder were both 
cleaned from time to time. 

Linebaug h maintains less than .003'' 

Continued on page 82 

" FACE FACTS - C-H Progressive 
Reloading Tools are the Best Buys! 

Measure value in Precision, Safety and 
Long Life (no plastic or pot metal). 
Thousands in use. Phone (715) 229-2146 
or send $2 for catalog ($3 back on first 
order). Use Visa or MasterCard. 

DON'T BUY TILL YOU TRY C-H! 

C-H TOOL AND DIE CORP. 
I Dept. AH 106 N. Harding St. - OWEN, WISCONSIN 54460 

~Q,tQ,~o;~ Wichita Slab-Comp 
"'" ~:o.,--> ,_,-->Q, Customize Your Revolver! 

'\ Q, <(~Cl"\'=> The Slab Comp or Revolver Comp is designed not only for the competitive but also for 
'\cf~ the non-competitive shooter. 

EASY INSTALLATION. The Slab-Comp or Revolver-Comp slides over the barrel and 
underlug It is secured by a single screw requiring the underlug be drilled and tapped 

The slab comp is available for Smith Wesson 6" or shorter full underluged barrels in Models 
=~~~...,;;5:,;8~6~, 625, 686, 617, 629, 627 and the Ruger GP-100 6" or shorter heavy barrels. 

WSC Slab-Comp Blued 
Stainless Steel 

WRC Revolver-Comp blued 
Stainless Steel 

Installation Charge 

The Revolver-Comp is 2 5/16" long and 
can be installed on all lengths of barrels. 

Either Comp is designed to redirect the gas 
upward and wil~ along with the added 

weigh~ reduce significantly the muzzle jump. 

Wichita Arms, Inc. 
444 Ellis. P.O. Box 11371. Wichi ta, Kansas6721 l 
(3 16) 265·066 l 

IDEAL FOR APARTMENT DWELLERS DESIGN. YOUR BODY WEIGHT IS SUS· 
WITHOUT A GARAGE FOR A HEAVY PE NDED ON THE SAME FRAME WITH 
BENCH . TAKE INTO THE HOUSE WHEN THE PRESS. CONSEQUENTLY, NO 
GARAGE IS TOO HOT OR COLD. TAKE TABLE MOVEMENT. PUSH & PULL 
TO THE RANGE TO DEVELOP PET WORKS AGAINST YOUR BODY TABLE 
LOADS WITH YOUR FAVORITE PRESS. WILL NOT un OFF THE FLOOR. 
DOES NOT BOLT TO FLOOR. DUE TO 

ALL WELDED TUBULAR STEEL FRAME 
• Rubber floor mounts prevent scratch­

ing floors 
• Ball bearing swivel seat 

• Pre-drilled for major presses 
• Breaks down to 30" x 19" for 

portability 
• Only weighs 28 pounds 

•
Patented Do Not Accept Substitutes I 
Rib & Sights lor the competitive shooter. The 1984 & 1987 

ICAMP PERRY NATIONAL PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1st & 2nd I 
l place won using BO-MAR"s. Also '82, '83 , '84 & '86 PPC 

National Championships won with 80-MAR Sights. I 
I BO-MAR lL-Jl I 
I World"s Finest Handgun Sights L____j I 
I sight~::~~:;~!~r:ii!~ s&w 645 serrated blade ., I 
I Roulie 12, Box 405 loogview, TX 75605 214-759-47841 

• 
Send Slarrpeci Self· addressed envelope for catalog 

••••••••••••••• 

==::.=1·-- . NII PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY . . · '. 
Gun repair, custom ammo-making, " 
sporterizing, custom-stocking, sales . 
counselor-all are rewarding career 

~~~~if'c::it::: r::i!haeb~:;~~ repair and the -
results of a .survey _s~owi~g the succe~s of o~r ~!a;a~~1f::: 
graduates m obta1rnng 1obs or starting their 
own business. 

Everything explained step by step so even 
a beginner can follow .. . plenty of photos, dia­
grams, drawings, charts. Tools included so you 
actually le~rn by doing- precision gauges, 
fine gunsmith's screwdrivers, honing stones, 
checkering tools. ballistics calculators - plus 
catalogs, bargain bulletins. requirements 
for Federal Firearms License. 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
iiiiS1s"ChOOi Oi R;;a,;;;s;o;;i"Nttooii" ___ ~ 
~ 9250ak Street. Scranton. PA 18515 "'I 
I Rush me information on how I can learn gun repair and how to open my I 
I own gun shop. No salesman will call. I 
I Name •I'-- I 
I Address l #__ I 

t~~~- ---- ---- ---~~J 
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THE GREATEST WAR 
m 

Witness the dramatic 
events that changed 
the world forever. 

War. The terrible truth is that nothing has shaped the 
destiny of the world as dramatically as war. And now, 
Military/History Video brings you the most exciting stories 
of conflict ever filmed. 

From the first major war to be captured on film, World 
War I, through World War II, Korea and Vietnam, brave 
cameramen and correspondents have risked 
their lives to record it all. 

How the Club operates: About every month (up 
to 13 times a year), we'll send you our Military/ History 
Video magazine, reviewing our Featured Selection, plus 
hundreds of alternates. 

Choose only the cassettes you want: If you want 
the Featured Selection, do nothing-it will arrive automat­
ically. If you'd prefer an alternate, or none at all, just mail the 
card always provided by the date specified. You'll always 
have ten days to decide. (If you ever receive a cassette without 
having had ten days, send it back at our expense.) 

Save with our Bonus Plan: After fulfilling your 
membership obligation, you'll automatically become eligi-

You'll see the most complete and authoritative 
war footage ever assembled, some of it never 
previously available on videocassette. You'll wit­
ness the devastating tools of warfare in action, the 
bloody battles, the great war leaders who 

The CBS Video Club proudly·presents: 
Military /History Video: An exciting 

new way to build your own 
~REA= library of history's most 

became world leaders, the tri­
umphs and tragedies, the pain and 
glory. 

Choose ANY THREE 
of the videocassettes in 
the coupon and pay only 
$1.00 each, plus shipping 
and handling. As a mem­
ber, you need buy only 
four additional cassettes 
during the next two years 
at regular Club prices, 
which currently range 
from $29.95 to $79.95, 
plus shipping and han­
dling. Then, you may cancel at any time after 
buying your four cassettes. 

~, '" awesome conflicts. 

Choose any 
3videos 

-S~~ME EVEN M~~r s1 each 
HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 

. You may order one more cas­
sette now for only $14.95, and 
reduce your membership obli­
gation oy one! See coupon for 
details. 



STORIES 

ble for our money-saving Bonus Plan. With each cassette 
you buy at regular Club prices, the Pion currently allows you 
to take another cassette of equal value or less for $14.95. 

10-day Risk-Free Trial: Join today and we'll send 
your introductory cassettes, along with more details on 
how the Club works. lffor any reason you're not satisfied, 
return everything within 10 days for a full refund and no 
further obligation. 

Military/History Video, with its vast selection of first­
quality cassettes, is the only source you'll ever need. Own 
such classics as "Mein Kampf" and "The Red Baron" and 
distinguished collector's sets, including "Vict~ry at Sea" 

Military/History Video, P.O. Box1112 , Dept . HE7 , Terre Haute , IN 478U-1112 

RTOLD 

and "March of Time'.' This is a unique and expanding 
resource that you and your family will treasure and refer to 
again and again. 

Join now and begin building your own customized 
collection of the greatest war stories ever told. 

For Fastest Service: 
Use your credit card and call to order 24 hours a day. 

Call toll-free 1·800·544-4431 
Military/History Video, 1400 N. Fruitridge, Terre Haute, IN 4 7811-1112 

D Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this advertisement. Send my 3 introductory Signature --- - -----------------------­
cassettes for $1.00 each plus $3.00 shipping and handling, for a total of $6.00. As a member. I 
need buy only four more cassettes at regular Club prices within the next two years, after which Name (Please print) -----------------------
1 may cancel my membership at any time. 
Please check method of payment: 0 My check is enclosed 1 BC/1 BE Address _____________________ _ Apt. ___ _ 
D Charge my introductory cassettes and future Club purchases to: 

0 VISA 0 MasterCard 0 American Express 18D/1BF City ________ ___________ State ---------

Acct.# : Exp.date · _____ _ Zip Phone ( ) ______ _ 

0 Also send my first regular selection for $14.95, plus $1. 75 shipping and handling, which I'm 
adding to my $6.00 payment for a total of $22. 70.1 then need buyonlythree more (Instead of four) 
cassettes in two years. Print selection number here 

Note: All applications are subject to review and Military/History Video reser ves the right to reject any 
application. APO, FPO. Alaska . Hawaii . Puerto Rico : write for special offer. Canadian res idents will be 
serv iced from Toronto . VHS only. Applicable sales tax added to all orders. c 1990 CBS Records. Inc . 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 3 INTRODUCTORY SELECTIONS BELOW. 

HEARTS AND MINDS MACARTHUR: THE DEAANT GENERAL COMBAT'NAM WORLD WAR I: SEEDS OF WAR VIETNAM REQUIEM THE RED BARON 
How the U.S became trapped American superhero in three :hcr~g~~~a!~~;t~l~t~t~~~~ines The first major war on film . Award -winning stories of 5 \let- The legend of Germany's great-
in a war that couldn't be wars and his ine\lltable How it began. erans, with combat footage . est WWI ace comes to life. 
won. 1225072 0 downfall. 6626012 0 96388420 0262032 0 8608092 0 13440320 
MEN OF BRONZE' BLACK AMER· VIETNAM: CHRONICLE Of A WAR VISIONS OF WAR: BE RUN 1945 DESERT VICTORY THE FIGHTING GENERALS TOURING CIVIL WAR BATTL£FIE1.DS 
ICAN HEROES OF WORLD WAR I Shattering portra it of the world's Russian footage of devastating Montgomery defeats Rommel's WWI l's greatest- Including Authentic guides to battles and 
The story of the 369th combat first "TV war. " battle for Berlin. daring Afrika Korps. Bradley, Patton, MacArthur, portraits of the men who fought 
regiment. 8400092 0 35160120 461.60820 9735032 0 Stillwell. 9640802 0 them. 1343042 0 

MEIN KAMPF HELL OVER KOREA D·DAY PLUS 40 YEARS HITLER'S MASTER RACE: THE MAD THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE PATTON: TltE MAN BEH~D THE MYTlt 

The rise and fall of Hitler ~~: ~~~)~r S~'g~gdh~;uies. and 
Reminiscences by men who fought, DREAM OF THE S.S. Bloody struggle where trapped The beginnings and triumphs of 

and Nazism. 
3125042 

O plus tributes by world leaders. The brutal and ellte warrior cult U.S. forces turned defeat Into America·s hard-dri'w lng WWII 
96368620 3247072 0 In action. 6630052 0 victory. 9642882 0 geoml. 6627002 0 

KAMIKAZI: MISSION OF DEATH TELEVISION'S VIETNAM RtSE AND FALL Of T!llRD REICH ENTERTAINING THE TROOPS THE BATTLE FOR NORTH AFRICA HITLER: PORTRAIT OF A TYRANT 
Japanese suicide pilots hurl "The Real Story" and "The The definiti\le pictorial history. Hollywood All·Stars play for the Rommel's elusive Afrlka Korps The diverse and strange influ-
themselves at U.S. fighting Impact of the Media. " All German fllm. troops overseas. vs. Montgomery and Patton. enceson his life . 
ships. 6632032 0 8607002 0 25610720 86040320 9641.892 0 6628092 0 

CHURCHILL: THE PRIVATE WAR BATTLE HELL VIETNAM DEAR AMERICA: LETTERS HOME TRIUMPH OF THE Will ROMMEL: THE STRANGE DEATH KOREA: THE FORGOTTEN WAR 
The inside story of Britain 's Incredible American combat FROM VIETNAM The agony of war Lenl Rlefenstahl's classic film OF THE DESERT FOX The frustrations of stalemate. The 
defiant war leader. 

6629082 
O footage , plus captured Viet through letters of of the 1934 Nazi The tragic end of Germany's great-

impossible victory. 
Cong film . 9639832 0 those who served. 66710520 Party Congress. 391.80520 est military hero. 6631042 0 5707052 0 





H 
amilton Bowen of Bowen Classic Arms marshalled the efforts of sev­
eral talented craftsmen to create a masterpiece Ruger Bisley in .32 
H&R Magnum to be auctioned at the NRA Convention to benefit the 
Ruger Collectors Association. 

The Ruger Collectors Association (RCA) is an organization of 
firearms collectors and enthusiasts who share a special interest in the guns of 
Sturm, Ruger & Co. The men who created the Ruger Bisley for the RCA are all 
members of the assocation: 

Roy Fishpaw, master grip maker 
Jere Davidson, master engraver 
Hamilton Bowen, master gunsmith 

In this magnificent example of "the whole being greater than the sum of the 
parts," the three artisans embellished the Ruger Bisley with classic characteristics 
that include: 

V' color case-hardened frame 
V' color case-hardened hammer and trigger 
V' action tuning and trigger job 
V' exhibition-grade walnut stocks 
V' silver medallions with RCA logo inset in stocks 
V' RCA logo engraved on top strap 
V' coverage with American scroll engraving 

For further information on the individuals involved in this project, write to: 

Bowen Classic Arms Corp. 
P.O. Box 67 AH 
Louisville, TN 37777 
(615) 984-3583 

Jere Davidson 
Route I , Box 132 
Rustburg, VA 24588 
(804) 821-3637 

Roy Fishpaw 
I 0 I Primrose Lane 
Lynchburg, VA 2450 I 
(804) 385-6667 

Ruger Collectors Association 
P.O. Box 1778 
Chino Valley, AZ 86323 
(602) 636-5164 



NOW YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST!! 
CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS 

Presentation Grade stocks. 
Fancy American & Exotic Woods 

Fitted to Your Hand measurements. 
The Superior Craftsmanship That 

You Demand For Your Gun. 

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE $2.00 
(Refundable With Order) 

NEWELL CUSTOM STOCKS 
55 Coyote St., DEPT AH, Los Alamos, NM 87544 

NEW 1990 
LYMAN CATALOG 
Features products old and new including reloading and cast­
ing kits for beginner or expert, new Model 1200 Turbo 
Tumbler® models with Auto-Flo'" System, a new Gun­
smithing Punch Set and The Deerstalker - a new hunting 
rifle for the muzzleloader. 
Includes entry form for the Second Annual Lyman On­
Target Sweepstakes with more than 100 chances to wi n. 

Full size 40-page color catalog available for $2. 00. Small 
2-color version FREE. Please specify and write to Lyman. 

Questions? Call Toll Free 1-800-22-LYMAN 

I ,._....~ .... ® Dept. 751, Route 147 
.... I I la.I I Middlefield, CT 06455 

THE AFFORDABLE COMPENSATORS 
for 1911 TYPE PISTOLS 

8.A.T. ULTRA-COMP I 
COMPENSATOR KIT: 

B.A.T. ULTRA-COMP Ill 
COM PENSATOR KIT: 
• Govt. 45 ACP 
• 5%" Molltch B• rrel 
• Full-Profile Compensator 
• Full length spring guide 

: ~::redr::r~~I t2~~~~ :f h 

ii' 

B.A.T. ULTRA-COMP: -
• Gov'I 45 Acp/9 nvn/38 Super . . . . . . 
• l ength 1 7/ 1&" inches 
• Weighl 3 oz. 
• Minor fitting 
•Suggested ret.1il $69.95 -

DEALER'S INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
SEND FFL FOR DEALER PRICES 

SEND $3.00 FOR CATALOG 
INFO. & CUSTOMER SERVICE (305) 221-6381 

~ ORDER DESK ONLY 
~ 1-800-553-0844 I VISA I 

FREE SHIPPING IN CONTINENT AL U.S.A . 

SHOOTER'S DEPOT 
P.O. BOX 3238 

HIALEAH, FL 33013 

WEIGAND 
COMBAT 

NDGUNS, INC. 

AUTOLOADERS & 
REVOLVERS FOR 
N.R.A. ACTION 

l.P.S.C. 
P.P.C. 

JACK WEIGAND 
MASTER CLASS SHOOTER 
Member American Pistolsmiths Guild 

'"E;i;perience wfiere it counts " 

341 South Main Road 
Mountaintop, PA 18707 

717 474-9804 

Continued from page 77 

cylinder gap and no binding occurred at 
any time during the firing of hundreds of 
rounds through each gun. 

Neither the .475 nor the .500 are target 
revolvers by any means, nor are they the 
fir st choice for s ilhouetting or self­
defense . What they are are small pack­
ages offering big power for outdoorsman, 
guides and handgun hunters. Powerful. 
Practical. Packable. 

Got To Have A .500! 
I had to give the matched pair of cus­

tom five and one-half inch barreled .475 
and .500 Linebaugh s back to Shawn 
Daniel after my testing time. However, 
this is not the end. 

Loving big bore revolvers as I do, I 
must have my own .475 and .500. First 
the .475, then the .500, for the simple rea­
son that brass for the .475 is so easy to 
make. The .500, if one does not use .500 
Linebaugh brass, must be made by trim­
ming .348 Winchester brass to length and 
then inside neck reaming; .475 brass 
made from Winchester-Western .45-70 
brass does not need to be reamed. Just 
trim and load. 

For complete information on the 
Linebaugh line of Custom Sixguns, send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
John Linebaugh, P.O. Box 1263, Dept 
AH, Cody, WY 82414 (phone ..... 
(307) 645-3162). ~ 

AHRENDS 
Continued from page 59 

customer sends in- 9mm, !Omm, or .38 
Super- but he notes that 99% of his 
guns are in .45 ACP. Evidently lots of 
people aren't impres sed with the .38 
Super 's dominance of practical pistol 
competition or recent studies showing 
that the 9mm is the equal of the .45 in 
effectiveness. 

Stainless Commander 
The stainless steel Combat Comman­

der is a recent addition to the Colt line 
and was used as the base for this custom 
gun. Some 1911 fans, including no less 
an authority than Jeff Cooper, feel the 
Combat Commander is a pointl ess 
firearm , since we have the lightweight 
Commander for concealed carry and the 
Government Model for heavy-duty use. 

On the other hand, it could be argued 
that since we have the Combat Comman­
der, there 's no need for the full-length 
gun. The shorter gun is easier to conceal 
in a belt holster or horizontal shoulder 
holster, it 's a couple of ounces lighter, 
and it's hardly more difficult to shoot. It 's 
a handsome gun too- the proportions of 
the Combat Commander somehow seem 
right, aesthetically pleasing and fast han­
dling. 
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Make no mistake, the Colt autop istol 
is a darn good gun just as it comes from 
the box. The reason so many fine pistol­
smiths customize the 1911 pistol isn't that 
it 's no good; it 's because it is so good, a 
worthy foundation on which to build. 

Reliability Is Job One 
Let's examine the work Ahrends does, 

separating it into five categories in what I 
believe are the order of importance: relia­
bi 1 ity, shootabi lity, handling, accuracy, 
and appearance. 

l don ' t think there will be any argu­
ment that reliability is the primary quality 
in a defensive gun. Factory 191 1 pistols 
usually feed ball ammo reliably. After 
Kim has worked his magic, the little Colt 
would feed anything stuffed into the mag­
azines, including empty cases. 

He starts by giving the cartridges the 
smoothest possible trip from the maga­
zine into the chamber. The barrel is 
throated, then fitted so it matches the 
feedramp in the frame . Barrel throat and 
feedramp are given a glass-smooth pol­
ish , as is the breech face area of the slide. 

The extractor hook is relieved sli ght­
ly on its lower edge and polished, and 
extractor tension is adj usted. The result 
of a ll this fitting and polishing is that 
each round meets as little resistance as 
possible as the bullet nose glides up the 
feedramp and into the chamber, while 
the case head is released from the maga­
zine and s lides up the breechface and 
the extraction groove slips under the 
extractor hook. 

Okay, we ' ve got the live round into 
the chamber; now we have to get the 
empty case out. The properly tensioned 
extractor yanks the empty out, then the 
frame-mounted ejector strikes the case 
head and flips it out the ejection port. 

Some smiths fit long ejectors that give 
the empties an extra hearty whack. There 
are a coup le of problems with th is , 
though. One is that an overlong ejector 
won ' t al low a Ii ve round to c lear the 
chamber and ejection port. 

In the event of a dud round- unlikely, 
but possible- it then becomes necessary 
to dump the mag and use a finger to push 
the round down the mag well. The other 
prob lem can occur when unloading the 
gun; yanking the slide back briskly can 
cause the long ejector to strike the primer 
of the round in the chamber. 

On two occas ions I know of this has 
caused the round to ignite , cutting the 
shooters ' hands with bits of brass, though 
fortunate ly in both cases the injuries were 
minor. 

Kim fi ts an ejector that could be called 
semi-extended. It 's long enough to give 
an extra margin of insurance for ejection 
of empties, wh ile avoiding the danger of 
firing a li ve round and allowing a dud 
round to be cleared by a simple tap-rack­
bang drill. Ejection is further enhanced 
by lowering and flaring the ejection port. 

On guns that come with a co ll et 

Pistol Shooters Can See Their Sights and Targets Clearly 

The Merit Optical attachment provides an instantly adjustable 
aperture to accommodate changing light conditions. 

• Light weight, under 1/5 ounce 
• Aperture diameter varies from .022 to .156 

inches 

• Compact, stores in a 1' x 1' x 1' box 
• Disc pivots up out of line of vision when not 

shooting 

FREE Brochure of all Merit Shooting Aids available-send card or call. 

Merit Products are available from your local dealer or you may order factory direct 
Dealers please include copy of FFL or send 
request on letterhead for dealer discount schedule 

Dept. AH Box 9044 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12309 

(518) 346-1420 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS, IT'S ALL IN THE NAME 

WORLD CLASS PISTOLS 
P.O. Box 288 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
(317) 852-0013 

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF. 
Almost 75 years later, the time-honored Thompsons are still being 

produced today! This 1927 Semi-Auto Version that anyone can own 
is still milled from solid steel. is supplied with a 16Yi"' barrel, 30-rnd 

magazine and the .optional SO-round drum magazine, and still 
fires the .45 caliber ammo. Own your piece of history today! 
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New for the 1990's 

Practical Pistol 
A guidebook for self-defense and practical combat/competition shooting. 

Wrillen By Dave Lauck of D&L Sports. Cl ub 100 Listed Master Craftsman of the Combat Pistol. Veteran Law Ofll ccr. 
· S. W.A.T. Officer. Certified Firearms Instructor. Distingu ished Firearms Expert. and Cham pion Combat Shoote r. 
•In today"s world o f hi gh-tech and multi -th ousand do llar c usto m firearm s. Mr Lauck uses hi s extensive experi ence 
to guide readers th rough the selecti on. modi f icati on and use of the best com bat handgun.-. avail able. 

•This book could save you hundreds of doll ars on 
your next combat pistol purchase by prov iding you 
with up-to-elate informati on on the latcsl handgu n 
modi fica tions and accessori es to su it your ind iv idual 
needs and b udge t. 
•Practica l Pi stol prov ides detailed informat ion on 
combat shooting safety. weapon selecti on for dcfen ~c 

and/or com petiti on. fin ishes. amm uniti on ho lste rs. 
bas ic and advanced ~hooti ng techniques fo r combat 
and competition. sights . compensator sys tems. pisto l 
maintenance. and self-defense tacti cs. etc. 
• Practical Pis tol also conta ins a compl ete listi ng o f 
shooting accessory supplie rs. firea rm s trai ni ng 
schools . custo m gunsmi th ing recommendati ons.and a 
g lossary of pract ica l shoot ing te rms. 

•Must read ing fo r the defensive and com pet it ion shoote r a like! More than 300 pages fil led wi th useful tex t and 
over 300 photos and illust rations . 

Send only $21.95 plus $3.00 S&H for a total of $24.95 to: 
D&L Sports Phone: (307) 686-4008 
P.O. Box 651 De1>t AH 
Gillette, WY 827L7-065J 

Compensator Kit 

: ~·,~ct~~'.~mJ i .: .. : .. ::· . · ... tJ.·. 
• Pro.V Twin Port 
Com~1s.a1or 

• :~:~01gth spnng .. :>?.::::·::: 
• Bushing W rench 

& Loctite. 5ugge'>1('(J Rl'!.111 $425. OO 

Compt:.,1s.<itor 
• Full length 

B.A.T. 
Ultra-Match 

Hammer 
Highest 
Quali ty 

Workmanship 

spring guide , . 
• Bushmg Wrt.:fH..h 1;:~b 

& Loctite • S ugge~ted Retail $29995 

B.A.T. Ultra-Comp 
Gov't 10 rnm/45ACP/9rrnn/38 Super 

• Length I 7/16" i ncht.~ 

• \'\/eight J oz. 
M inor Fining 

• Sugge'1ed Reta il $69 • 
95 

*NEW* 
Springfield A rmory sli de wi th Bo-Mar 
low-mount adjustable sight instal led, 
lowered and flared ejection port , front 
"igh t removed, serrated rear of slide, 
U ltra-G rade match extractor, extra power 
firi ng pi n spri ng, HO firi ng pin , ii ri ng p in 
STOP, Deluxe b lue fin ish.$49500 

Suggested Reta il 
9 mm - 38 Super - 45 ACP 

~· 
INTERNATIONAL 

41302 Executive Drive 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48045 

• Spnngfield Am1ory Slide • low-.\1ount lk>-M.ir Si~il 
• Lowered & fl<m:."'ll Port • St_nJltxl l<.eJr o( Slide 
• H D. Finng Pin. Firmg Pin Spring & Stop • Ultr,1 
Gr,i.:.lc E1'1r,KJOr • Pro-V Twin-Port Compt.,15<1tor 
• 5 !• Match Barrel • Delu)\e Blut> Fnw,h 

• Sugges red Ret,u l $89 5 OO 

B.A.T. 
Ultra-Mag Pads 
Solid brass magazine ' 
BASE PADS for Wilson -Roger~ or Shooti ng Star magazines 
G ives your magazine better protec..1ion while 
adding 2 oz. for quick ejec..1ion 

Suggestoo Retai l $9
95 (2 pk) 

B.A.T. Ultra Comp I 
Compensator Kit: 
• Gov't 45 ACP bh , ,,,.~'f,;;;;;; ; == 
• 5)• ' M11ch l;.1rrel - ---q-
• IJ,i jf Profile 

• ~~J:~~~
1

~~~:rn .. h pa ·····== &· Locti te "r4• 
• Sugge'> ted Re1<11I "$189 95 

.,EE YOUR FIREARMS RETAILER OR (All US DIRE< TL Y·UEALERS l~QUIRtE'> V.HlOME 
Ordl·r Tod.t\. . :\1,t.,h•r ( Jrd - \ ,.,,1 · AMEX · l>mrwr., - UP\ ( 0.0. · Prl•-P,ud · t-n'l' Shipping m .JH .,IJll'" 

H \ I p () BOX ; ;-lllbh • M1.1m1. Fl 1 n; ;-lllbh • t rn;i hllll·Olbl . '>f'W $l 00 FOR ( O~IPLETE (AT Al()(, 

bushing, Kim re places this part with a 
solid match bushing. The breakage of 
fin ge rs on th e collet bu shing s is n ' t 
e xactly the e pide mic some would have 
you beli eve, but it does happen, and if it 
does the g un is almost certainly out of 
action , probably needin g a rubber mall et 
just to disassemble . 

Ahre nd ' s position is : why take the 
chance when a properly fitted solid bush­
ing works just as well ? 

On Commanders he fit s a 20 lb. recoil 
spring (full-l e ng th g un s ge t an 18 lb. 
spring) plus an 18 lb. mainspring and an 
extra power firing pin spring. 

Finally, he checks that the rest of the 
gun 's parts are properly fitted. He insures 
that the magazine catch holds the mags in 
proper position and releases them cleanly 
when pressed. He verifies that the firing 
pin stop is a snu g press -fit in its recess 
and that the grip screw bushings are tight, 
but not protruding into the mag well. 

He also checks that the plunger tube is 
properly staked to th e frame and that a 
detent is cut in the slide stop to prevent it 
from engaging accidentally. 

Shootability 
Next in order of importance are modi­

fications that improv e the shooter 's 
ability to hit the targe t. Here a quality 
trigger pull is the first order of business. 

Unl ess the owner has small hands and 
requ ests th e standard short trigger be 
retained, Kim starts by fittin g a Videki 
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long match trigger. Adjustment pads on 
the trigger allow it to be fitted without 
excessive ve rtica l or horizontal pl ay, 
though not so tight as to affect reliability. 

The hammer is Wil son 's new #299 
Deluxe Commander model with nar­
rowed sides and slotted spur. It not only 
looks good, but a lso its light weight 
makes for a fast lock time and positive 
ignition. 

The trigge r pull is adju s ted to the 
owner's specifications, between three and 
four pounds. Personal I y, I wouldn 't want 
a pull under four pounds on a defensive 
gun. Kim pati e ntly adjusts the firing 
mechanism to give a consistent, crisp, 
creep-free trigger break. 

One way to check the quality of a trig­
ger job is to closely watch the hammer 
while dry firing. If the sear and hammer 
angles aren ' t properly matched, the ham­
mer will cam back slightly (or worse yet, 
slip forward s lightly ) as the trigger is 
pressed. On this gun there was absolutely 
no hammer movement, nor was there any 
trigger creep. 

For a defense gun, the Ahrends trigger 
is virtually perfect. There is just enough 
takeup that the shooter is in no doubt when 
the actual pull begins, then there is no fur­
ther movement until the sear breaks cleanly 
at four pounds pressure. (Pull was checked 
with a set of gunsmith's weights and it 
released at precisely 4 lbs. , every time.) 

An overtravel stop is fitted but Kim 
doesn't try to eliminate every bit of over-

CRFATING 
A NEW GENERATION 

OFPISIDLS 
Exquisite craftsmanship with attention to detail 

and a dedication to perfection. 
· When you want the best, our pistol will maximize your 

performance with guaranteed accuracy, unique handling 
characteristics, and a reliable and constant trigger pull. We do 
stock to high performance competition 1911-type pistols. The 
choice is yours; quality is our trademark. 

JEFFWASSOM 
PERFORMANCE SPECIALISTS 

308 EANES SCH. RD.• AUSTIN, TX 78746 • (512) 327-0119 

rif:i l' Authorized 
~ Oletrlbutor 

~-· :'::: v '. 
ACCU-COMP "DP-K" 

~n1aJ~9 ~SPS~~~ti~~0:1!~~ta~~W:~1~~: aLk~~hThc~~C~U-1988 
COMP ··~P-K" is very likely rhe mosr effecrive compcnsarN & 
barrel ava1lable. Its double chamber design fearures two resrriccor 
plates and two exhaust ports. Comes o.."'mplete with Wi ls0n 
match bbl. bushing ready robe installed by y0ur pistolsmith. 

W300-38 Ramped .38super $32-l.95 
W300-45 45 ACP $299.95 
W001 
W002B 
W002D 

Wilson Competition Match Trigger ......... 17.50 
Wilson Shok-Buff Buffers (pkg of 6) ......... 5.95 
Wilson DIX. Shok-Buff Kit 
(GovVGC or Comm) ...................... . 15.95 

W002G Shok-Buff Shock Absorber Kit 

W003D 
woos 
WOO? 
W009B 
W009S 
W010C 
W010G 

(GovVGC or Comm) ................................. 5.95 · 
Wilson 3-Dot Sight System ...... ...... .......... 35 .00 
Wilson Ext. Thumb Safety (Blue or S.S.) . 26.95 
Wilson Ext. Slide Release (Blue or S.S.) . 29.95 
Wilson Comm. Style Hammer-blue ......... 26.95 
Wilson Comm. Style Hammer·S.S ......... 27 .95 
Comm. Recoil Spring (#12 or #20) ....... ... 4.50 
Gov't Recoil Spring 
(8.9,10,12,13,15,17,18 or 22#) .................. 4.50 

W011 Wilson Heavy Duty Recoil Spring Kit 

W012C 
W012G 
W019 
W025 

W031 
W032 
W033 

(Govt or Comm) ........................................ 7.95 
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper-Comm ...... 27.95 
Wilson-Dwyer Group Gripper-Govt .... .... 25 .95 
Rogers Magazine Folklwer & Spring ......... 5.95 
Full Length Guide Rod & Plug 
(Govt or Comm) ..................................... 25 .95 
Wilson Ext. Mag Release Button ............ 24.95 
Wichita Adj. Combat Sight ......... '""" 62 .50 
Wilson S.S. Barrel & Bushing Kit 
(Govt or Comm) .................................... 135.00 

W034 Wilson Ext. Combat Ejector .45 ............... 21.95 
W035 Wilson 6' S.S. Barrel & Bushing Kit .45 145.00 
W035S Wilson 6' S.S. Barrel & Bushing Kit .38 155.00 
W~5SR Sane as above RAMPED ...................... 165.00 
W047 Wilson-Roger .45 7rd Magazine ............. 23 .95 
W047D Wilson .45 8rd Magazine ........................ 27.95 
W047DE Wilson .45 8rd Mag w/ext pad ........... ... .. 28.95 
W047N Wilson 10mm 8rd Magazine .................. 27 .95 
W057 Bomar Dix BMCS Rear Sight Only .......... 63.00 
W061 Wilson Dix H~h Visibility Combat Sights . 35.00 
W064 W.R. Shok-Buff Recoil System .............. 35.00 
W066 Wilson Beavertail Grip Safety (B or S.S.) 24.95 
W092 Wilson Checkered Mainspring Housing 

W095 
W100 
W101 

W102 
W109 
W112 
W124 

(Arched/Flat-Blue/S.S.) ................ 36 .95 
Accu-Comp II Kit ................................... 399.95 
Wilson Checkered Front Strap (B or S.S.) 14.95 
Wilson Extractor 
(.45 or .38/70 or 80 series) ........ .......... ... 17.95 
Wilson Checkered Slide Stop (B or S.S.) 23.95 
Wilson PPC Bull Barrel Underlug ............ 32.00 
Shaw Mag. Well Funnel (Blue or S.S.) .... 30.00 
WC Accu-Comp LE-K Kit .45/.38/9mm 
(Govt or Comm) ..................... 275.00 

W124GNSWC Accu-Comp LE-K 
Drop-In Compensator Kit 

W142 Wilson 5pc Barrel Link Kit 
. 250.00 

... " 23.95 

W143 Wilson Thumb Guard S.S ............................. 14.95 
W148 WC 2pc Guide Rod & Plug (5' or 6') ........... 35.00 
W188 Wilson Mag. Well Funnel (Blue or S.S.) ........ 30.00 
W192 Wilson Ambl. Ext. Safety (Blue or S.S.) ........ 55.00 
W203 WC Full Lgth Guide Rod & Plug w/Gripper 

(Govt or Comm) ... . ............ .... ... 35.00 
W251 Wilson .38 Super 10rd Magazine.. . ......... 29.95 
W298 Wilson High Grip Beavertail Grip Safety 

(Blue or S.S.) . .. ......................... 36.95 
W299 Wilson Dix Comm. Hammer-blue ................. 32.95 
W302 Wilson Heavyweight Grips-Silver .................. 52.50 
4SG3 Olympic Shooting Glasses.. .. .. 19.95 
4001 Nastoff HP-Fully Prepped Hammer ...... 76 .00 
4002 McCormick Rectangle Hammer ... 76.00 
4005 H.P Sear-Fully Prepped .. ... 22.95 
4006 McCormk:k Titanium Light Trigger .............. 29.95 
4011 Shooting Star 8rd .45 Mag w/pad-blue ......... 21.50 
4013 Shooting Star 8rd .45 Mag w/pad-S.S. .. ..... 24.50 
4015 Shooting Star 8rd/7rd Conv. Kit .45 .............. 10.50 
4018 Shooting Star 10rd .38spr Conversion Kit .... 10.50 
4020 Shooting Star 10rd .38spr Mag. w/pad-blue . 23.95 
4022 Shooting Star 10rd .38spr Mag. w/pad-S.S .. 29.95 
4024 Shooting Star 9rd 1 Omm Mag. w/pad-blue ... 26.95 
4026 Shooting Star 9rd 10mm Mag w/pad·S.S ..... 29.95 
4030 Ed Brown Maxi-Well-blue ............................ 29.95 
4031 Ed Brown Maxi-Well-S.S .............................. 31 .95 
4032 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety-blue .......... 29 .95 
4033 Ed Brown Beavertail Grip Safety-S.S ......... .. 31.95 
4034 Ed Brown Comm. Style Hammer-blue .......... 32 .95 
4035 Ed Brown Comm. Style Hammer-S.S ........... 35.95 
4037 Ed Brown Heavy Duty Guide Rod AS!!tf ....... 25.95 
4042 Ed Brown Beavertail Installation Jig ... 17 .95 
4043 Ed Brown Ext. Safety-blue ........................ ... 29 .95 
4044 Ed Brown Ext. Safety-S.S ............................ 31.95 
4045 Ed Brown Ambi. Ext. Safety-blue ................. 49.95 
4046 Ed Brown Ambi. Ext. Safety-S.S .................. 54.95 
4133 MagPack 10rd .38spr Comp. Mag-blue ........ 26.95 
4135 MagPack 10rd .38spr Comp. Mag-S.S ......... 30.95 
4136 MagPack 10rd .38spr Conversion Kit ............ 9.95 
4149 MagPack 8rd .45 Magazine-blue ..... .. 22.95 
4150 MagPack 8rd .45 Conversion Kit . .. .... 8.95 
4154 Videcki Long Blue Steel Tr~ger .45 .. ... 16.95 
4156 Videcki Long Alloy Tr~ger .45 ........ ...... 16.95 
4158 Videcki Speed Trigger .45 . 17.95 
4159 Videcki Gold Cup Width Long Trigger ........ 19.95 
4160 Videcki Gold Cup Width Short Tr~r .......... 19.95 
4161 Videcki Ejector ........ .......... .. ... 16.95 
4162 MagPack 8rd .45 Comp. Magazine.. .. .. 25.95 
4166 MagPack ?rd Off Mdl Conversion Kit .. .. .. 8.95 
4183 Pachmayr Flat Checkered Mnspg Housing .. 15.95 
4184 Pachmayr Wide Grip Safety-Comm .............. 33.95 
4185 Pachmayr Wide Grip Safety-Govt ............... 33.95 
4195 All New S.S. M•g Weight Ftte 111 11111 style 

magazines. Welgha a full 1. 7S oz. Comee 
complete wtth mounting acrewa ................. 1.00 

All Smith & Alexander $69.95 
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Our refinishing is used by: 
Action Arms, Alpha 
Precision, Bill Rogers, 
J.E. Clark, Colt Firearms, 
Richard Heine, Mike La, 
Rocca, J.M. Plaxco, Behlert 
Precision and D & L Sports. 

Stainless Steel Finish 

"COGAN CUSTOM" Speed 
Comp. Customized Comps. for most 
semi-autos and revolvers for compe· 
tition, carry or hunting. 

CUSTOM GUNSMITHING 

COLT AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 

Send $2 .00 for brochure (refundable with first gun) to 

A.P.&W. Inc. 1937 Calumet St Dept AH, Clearwater fl 34615. Phone 1813) 449·9111 

Our Name 
Says It All! 

If you have been waiting for a clean-burning tar­
get and field shotshell powder, the wait is over. 

Nitro 100® is the first of a series of advanced formula, clean-burning, flake shot­
shell propellants from Accurate. Nitro 100 was developed to burn clean with low 
charge weights for cost efficiency and 
1ower perceived recoil. /,JC~~ Accurate Arms 

Visit your local dealer and ask for it U•'\J 
by name-Accurate® Nitro 100 ' ! ~®~ Company, Inc. 
While you're there, request our FREE 
shotshell reloading data guide. Box AH4, McEwen, Tennessee 37101 

© 1990 

1911-Al COMPONENTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

NOW AVAIIABLE 
.38 Super ramped barrels 

FREE BROCHURE 
14 N. MAIN ST., HARDWICK, Vf 05843 
(802) 4 72-6454 FAX (802) 4 72-6709 

travel, nor should the owner. A bit of 
unburned powder, a speck of dirt in the 
wrong place, and the trigger might not be 
able to move enough to fire the gun. 
When the target is a knife-wielding ghoul 
at five feet, a little extra overtravel is bet­
ter than a gun that won't fire. 

A hi gh visibility ramp front sight is 
s ilver so ldered in place, while the cus­
tomer's choice of rear sight is dovetailed 
into the slide . For adjustability and quali­
ty s ight picture o n a dual purpose 
match/carry gun, Kim recommends the 
Wichita sight. 

For the utmost in durability under the 
most severe conditions, he fee ls nothing 
surpasses Richard Heinie's fixed sight. 
And for a snag-free carry and quick inter­
changeabi 1 ity between standard black 
sights and tritium night sights, he recom­
mends the S&W autopistol sights. 

The test gun came with the last option. 
The front sight is dovetailed into the slide 
and secured with an Allen screw. The gun 
came fitted with the famo us Trijicon 
three dot tritium night sights, along with 
an extra plain black front sight and stan­
dard black S& W rear sight insert. 

Changing sights takes only a few sec­
onds , but be careful not to lose any of the 
spri ngs in the rear s ight. Frankly, I don't 
see much reason for changing sights. The 
Trijicon sights provide a perfectly accept­
able sight picture in bright li ght; under 
dim light conditions they are so superior 
that there is simply no comparison. 

Maybe this is just the zeal of the 
newly converted , but in my opinion a 
defensive handgun isn 't complete without 
tritium night sights . They really are that 
good. 

Gun Handling 
Handling modifications, which a llow 

the shooter to use the g un with greater 
speed and confidence, are the next priority. 

The frame is meticulously contoured 
to accept a Wilson beavertail grip safety. 
Wide grip safeties are one of the most 
useful accessories available, channelling 
the hand into position for a smoother and 
more consistent draw, preventing hammer 
bite to the web of the hand, and spreading 
recoil over a wider area for more comfort. 

I wouldn ' t have a 1911 sty le pistol 
without one. I know some he-man types 
insist the wide grip safety isn't needed, but 
I suspect they ' re just into pain. Kim modi­
fies the Wilson grip safety by shortening 
and reshaping it, making it less likely to 
snag when drawing from under a coat. 

On his standard conversion Ahrends 
builds up and extends the stock thumb 
safety by welding, but on this top-of-the­
line model a Wilson ambidextrous safety 
is fitted. The Wilson safety resembles the 
famous Swenson design, but with a 
slightly wider shelf on the left hand side 
for more positive handling. 

The stock Colt magazine catch and 
spring are retained. Kim feels extended 
mag buttons and reduced power springs 
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have no place on a defense gun , since the 
somewhat greater speed prov ided doesn ' ! 
justify the increased ri sk of releasing the 
mag inadvertently. 

The Colt button is sharply checkered 
to g ive the thumb more traction. wh ile the 
CL1stom Ahrends grips have a di shed out 
area behind the button to give the th umb 
eas ier access . 

To fac ilitate inserti on of magazines , 
the back of the mag we ll is re lieved and 
the sides of th e well are bevell ed. Kim 
doesn ' t be lieve in overdoing thi s beve l­
ling. If the bevel is carried right out to the 
edges of the well , a sharp edge res ults 
that can catch and snag a magazine that is 
not correctly aligned during a speedload. 

Hand-cul checkering, 20 li nes per inch 
(!pi), graces the frontstrap and mainspring 
housing, whil e th e front o f the tri gger­
guard is checkered 30 lpi . Th is checker­
ing is bo th aes thet ica ll y pleas ing a nd 
functional. 

For yea rs we ' ve seen fa c to ry g un s 
with s lippe ry smoo th front and bac k 
straps and checkered grip pane ls, which 

Kim's ability to 
checker metal is 

even more evident 
when you consider 

that this is a 
stainless gun. 

is just the opposite of what is needed. For 
max imum reco il co ntro l , th e g un is 
gripped by the front and back, not the 
sides . 

(Note that the innovative Glock auto­
matic is checkered on the front and back 
of the grip, not the sides .) 

Kim 's checkering is beautifu lly done, 
with a ll rows stra ight, a ll di amonds the 
same size and sharply pointed. Checker­
ing thi s sharp would be uncomfortable on 
a match gun that 's shot a thousand rounds 
a week, but on a defense gun it g ives a 
sure grip under any conditions, cold, heat, 
or rain . 

Kim 's ability to checker metal is even 
more evident when you consider that thi s 
is a sta inless gun , far more difficult to 
checker than carbon steel. Some pi sto l­
smiths refuse to even tackle a sta inless 
steel gun . 

Accuracy 
Some readers will di sagree with the 

relatively low priority I give to accuracy 
wo rk . but in th e contex t of a defense 
handgun I'll stick by my opinion. 

For self-defense, even six-inch groups 
at 25 yards will hand le most any real- li fe 
prob lem, and virtua ll y any fac tory du ty 
sidearm will do bette r than that. At the 

For our new color brochure and the location of 
your nearest Hogue dealer 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-GET GRIP 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 805 I 466-6266 I 4664100 

Hogue features a complete line of fancy 
hardwoods, nylon and soft rubber grips 
designed for all popular revolvers and 
automatics. 

HOGUE GRIPS 

Model 454 --
SHOOTER'S GLOVE 

If you shoot handgun for si lhouette, hunting or just 
for fun, th is Cabretta leather glove was made especially for you ! 

There's "just enough" padding for comfort . The glove's scientif ic 
design provides real protection against direct and transferred 

recoil, dramatically reducing the ri sk of ulnar or planar nerve stress. 

Try them once and bring up your scores or bring down game like 
never before! Your satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed. 

GUARANTEE: If you are not fu lly sat isfied with the Model 454 Shooter's Glove, simply return within 10 days for a 
complete refund. MasterCharge-Visa accepted (813) 643-4222 
Avail. in Rt. Hand, Lit. Hand or Pair. Please specify H~nd and Hand Size (SM, MD, LG, XL or XX). Include check or 
money order for $13 (1 Glove) or $2.5 (Pair) plus $2 .00 postage and handling, payable to: 

CHI MERE INC 4406 Exchange Ave ., Me.troPark. #119 Naples, FL33942 
' • (Dealer/Rep lnqumes Invited) 

same time, I think most people will agree 
th at more accuracy is be tte r than less, 
prov ided re liability is not comprom ised. 

Ahrends performs a "combat accura­
cy"job on his tactical conversion. A Bar­
Sto barre l and match bushing are fitted . If 
the re's one th ing th at top pi sto lsmiths 
agree on, it 's that Bar-Sto barrels are the 
best avail able. 

The bushing is fitted and pol ished so 
th at it is finger-ti ght on ly and can be 
removed if necessary without the use of a 
bu shin g wrench . The ba rre l mu zz le is 
g iven a 45 ° chamfer cut to protect the 
rifling should the gun be dropped. 

Barrel locking lugs and slide stop lugs 
are meticulously hand fitted to the slide 
and slide stop. Wi th the gun in batte ry, 
absolute ly no play can be detected when 
pressing on the barrel hood . 

Then the slide/frame fit is tightened. 
Thi s is an area that is easy to over-do on a 
defensive gun. Ahrends adjusts the fit by 
peening the four "corners" of the frame 
rai ls , mac hining th e tops of the fram e 
rai ls to a glass-smooth fini sh, then poli sh­
ing and hand-lapping the slide and frame 

rai ls to a matching fit . 
The fit is tight in ba!lery fo r max imum 

accuracy, but as the slide retracts there is 
enough tolerance in the fit to prov ide reli­
abi li ty even when the gun is dirty. 

Hand cycling the Ahrends gun shows 
how well the work was done. The s lide 
moves bac k and fo rth s li c k as g rease , 
whi le the barre l locking and un locking is 
so smooth as to be a lmost undetectable. 
Yet with the slide in battery, there is vir­
tua ll y no d iscern ible play e ither vertica l 
or hori zontal. 

Proud Gun 
The ba lance o f the modificati ons are 

prim ari ly intended to enhance appea r­
ance and pr ide o f owne rsh ip. A set o f 
Ahrends hand crafted combat stocks in 
the customer 's cho ice of exoti c woods is 
inc luded . 

Any tooling o r machining marks le ft 
by the factory are po lished out. Ahrends 
serrates the lop of the slide (20 lpi) and 
checkers the rear o f the slide at 40 lpi. 
The checkerin g on the rear of the s li de 
reall y is someth ing to see. or only is it 
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Here's what you get, QUADP.A-LOK II Stainless 
Motch Oull Oorrel with hand-polished wrap­
around feed romp (no bushing req'd.), Ad­
justable QL-11 Stainless Slide Stop (pot. pend.) , 
Compensator in Olued or Stainless Steel, Cap­
tive Vorioble-rote Ouffered Recoil System 
(Wolff Spring) with spore pores kit. Extended 
Slide Stop ovoiloble for )4 .95 extro. Only 
S199.90 complete (+)J .50 S&H ond $2.25 
COD). Prepoy, COD, MASTERCARD & VISA 
welcome. Deoler pricing ovoiloble. Send 
S 1.00 for Orochure, operating principles, ond 
comparison study of Drop-i n Systems . 
(Gunsmiths-Custom Models Avoil.) 

CENTAUR SYSTEMS, INC. 

QUADRA-COMP ll 1
m 

The only drop-in Oorrel/Compensotor system 
on the morket today that offers accuracy 
equivalent to a fitted barrel ond greatly reduc­
ed muzzle flip! How can we moke this claim? 
Unlike other drop-in systems, the QUADP.A­
LOK II is user-adjustable for a guoronteed 
tight lock-up between borrel , slide ond frame. 
Add to this our Dual Volume Gas Jee Compen­
sator and you have a winning combination. 
Truly Drop-in-MO metalwork-MO alterations 
to the pistol-MO special skills required for in­
stallationl An exceptional value! 

Suite 114 / 15127 NE 24th (
206

) ,,
92

_
8472 

- --
Redmond , WA 98052-5530 ..., 

SPORTSMEN SHOP 

• COMPETITION 
• RECREATIONAL 

• PRACTICAL SHOOTING 
ACCESSORIES 

FIREARMS ACCESSORIES 

(714) 598-9854 
Monday- Friday 9:00 AM. to 6:00 P.M. 

975 FAIRWAY DRIVE 
WALNUT, CALIFORNIA 91789 Q l ·~I 

JARVIS 
GUNSMITHING 
Box 2423, Orange, CA 92669 

CALL Bl LL JARVIS 
(714) 538-5846 

• L Frame Barrel Weights 
• Compensator Kits 
• Bull Barrels 
• Competition Handguns 

CATALOG: $2.00 

Send for FREE Catalog 

beautifully done, but the checkering lines 
on the slide match perfectly those on the 
extractor head. 

Workmanship like this is impressive 
enough on a carbon steel gun- on a 
stain less gun it 's even more amazing. 

It 's a job a lot of gunsmiths wouldn't 
even attempt. Even the rounded spur of 
the Wilson hammer is hand checkered. 
certain ly not an easy job. 

On blued guns Kim Ahrends has the 
frame and related parts hard chromed for 
appearance and durability. On the stain­
less guns , the slide goes to The Robar 
Companies (21438 N. 7th. Ave. " B" , 
Dept. AH , Phoenix , AZ 85027) for a 
black oxide finish. This superior finish 
looks good , provides even greater corro­
sion protection, results in virtually no 
dimensional changes , and helps prevent 
galling which can occur with tightly fitted 
stainless guns. 

For anyone who likes stainless guns 
but prefers a dark finish , Robar 's black 
oxide is the answer. 

Shooting Test 
Shooting the little custom Colt was a 

delight. When the first round (a Blazer 
200 gr. JHP) was chambered by hand 
cyc ling the gun , the s lide stopped just 
short of going into battery and needed a 
nudge with the thumb to close. 

That was the first and only malfunc­
tion that occurred. 

Hollowpoints, match wadcutters, lead 
semi-wadcutters , roundnose, truncated 
cone, factory or handloads- the Ahrends 
gun chewed them up and spit them out. 

Accuracy was phenomenal. Over a 
sandbag rest, Remington 's 185 gr. match 
wadcutters shot into a one-inch group. 
More serious ammo, like Speer's 200 gr. 
JHP's and Winchester 's 185 gr. Silver­
tips, easi ly shot into an inch and a half at 
25 yards. 

The acid test came when a friend 
wanted to try the gun with some grotty 
reloads he'd been saving for bad weather 
matches when he didn ' t want to worry 
about recovering the brass. The rounds 
had case mouth splits, dented and burred 
extractor grooves , and headstamps virtu­
ally illegible from dozens of firings . 

I decided in advance not to hold it 
against the gun if it choked on this stuff, 
but I needn ' t have worried. The Colt ran 
it all through without a bobble, and when 
we decided to benchrest five rounds , it 
put four of them in one ragged hole with 
the fifth round an inch out. 

Because of the precise tolerances of 
the four-inc h Bar-Sto barrel , veloc ities 
were not far behind those of a stock five­
inch barrel. The Silvertips , rated at 1,000 
fps , clocked at 963 fps through the Bar­
Sto. The Speer 200 gr. JHP, rated by Mas­
sad Ayoob as the most effective .45 ACP 
load (though he also notes they can be 
fussy about feeding) averaged 914 fps in 
the Ahrends gun, versus a claimed 975 in 
a 5" barrel. 
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The re ma inde r of th e rounds fired 
(ove r 1,000 in a ll ) includ e d Fe de ral 
match hardball and re loads with 200 gr. 
lead SWC's, Speer 's 200 gr. TMJ bullets, 
and Hornady 's 230 gr. truncated cone and 
200 gr. Ctr match bullet. None grouped 
·wo rse than 2", with th e majority of 
groups under one. 

Suitable Leather 
As a carry gun for the pl a inc lothes 

peace office r or li censed c ivilian , the 
Ahrends custom Commander could hard­
ly be improved. Its slim profile and short 
length make it easy to conceal in a quality 
belt or shoulder hol ster. 

Kim personally uses and recommends 
the Davis #453 Liberty Model, which can 
be worn for e ither a strong side or cross 
draw. In the earl y ' 80s when lPSC had a 
concealed carry rule, I used this holster in 
matches and managed to win a few with 
it. Davis quality is first rate. 

Whil e tes tin g thi s g un , th o ug h , I 
dec ided to set as ide the prejudices of a 
lifetime and try a shoulder holster. Most 
shoulder hol sters I' ve tried have been so 
un comfo rta bl e and c on s trictin g th ey 
make getting mugged look like a vi able 
option. 

Th e " Mi a mi C la ss ic" fr o m G a lc o 
International (20 19 W. Quail Ave. , Dept 
AH , Phoenix , AZ 85027) ope ned my 
eyes . The gun is carried hori zontall y, with 
a double magazine case on the opposite 
side balancing the load. 

The soft leather "spider" harness car­
ries the load comfortably, without binding 
or restricting arm movement. (I suspect 
th e wider SSU harness would be even 
better. ) Materi als, des ign, and workman­
ship are all first rate in every respect. 

Unique Quality 
Ahrends charges $ 1,400 for hi s tacti­

ca l convers ion o n the customer 's blue 
steel gun , inc luding hard chrome on the 
frame and related parts. The tritium night 
s ight s comple te with inte rch a ngea bl e 
standard sights is a $200 option , and he 
charges an extra $200 for a stainless gun 
because of the cons iderable extra work 
involved in checkering and fitting. 

Thi s sounds like some serious coin , 
and it is. Con s ide r, thou g h, that th e 
$ 1,400 price includes premium quality 
part s and hard chroming with a re ta il 
value of at least $500. Consider too that 
the price includes 30 to 40 hours of the 
most painstaking hand craftsmanship. 

C us tom work o f thi s qu a lit y will 
always be in demand. 

Kim Ahrends doesn ' t employ a bevy 
of gunsmiths turning out "production cus­
tom" guns on an assembly line bas is. He 
builds true custom guns , one at a time, 
do ing a ll th e work him self- with the 
exception of the hard chrome or Robar 
fini sh. 

Con s id e r ing th e numbe r of hours 
spent on each, it 's easy to see that there 
will never be a great number of full house 

NOW YOU CAN Power Cus~om 
GRAND MASTER DELUXE 

COMPETE '~ 
WITH THE " ' 
POWER ADVANTAGE 
National combat champions rely on the expertise 
of Ron Power to produce customized firearms 
worthy of the user's potential. 

Now Ron Power has extended his services to 
the serious pistolsmith by offering specialized 
tools and customized patented parts exclusive 
through Brownells Inc. of Montezuma, Iowa. 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 

with Hogue 
Monog rips® 

POWER CUSTOM, INC. 
R. Rt. #2, Box 756-AB 
Gravois Mills, MO 65037 

Distributor of 
Hogue Monogrips® 

THE FINEST GUN CLEANING PRODUCT ON EARTH! 
Just wipe away lead, burn rings. rust, carbon 

and plastic buildup on handguns. 
rifles and shotguns. 

The end result is a sparkling finish. 

~'dl;The Miracle Polishing Cloth 

To: CNS ENfERPRIZES 
4219 Transit Road Suite # 110 
Williamsville New York 14221 

Money Back Guarantee 

For All Gun Cleanin 

THE rni:rn SHOOTERS ACCESSORY BOX 
Competitive shooters, hunters and plinkers 
all agree . . . the A-760 is THE carrier for gear 

and equipment. Handgunners, riflemen 
and smooth bore enthusiasts ALL rely 

on the MTM Accessory Box. And the 
reason's obvious; the 760 holds every­
thing the sportsman needs at the 
range or in camp; cleaning equipment, 
reloading components and tools, am­
mo, hearing protectors, camera and 
film , binoculars ... there's even a 
cavity for a spotting scope mount (not 
included) . 

21" x 9" x 91/4" 
Rugged polypropylene construction 

with metal hinge and latches. 

See your local MTM Dealer for complete information. 

~2,L~~ MTM Molded Products Company 
LJLJlJ'-..'.:JLJLJLJ P.O.Box14117 • Dayton,Ohio45413 • (513)890-7461 
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GUN TRADER'S GUIDE, 13TH EDITION- ls revised to give you the latest 
in firearms information. Over 4,200 modern firearms described in detail , 
with 2,200 identifying illustrations and photographs. Every price reviewed 

and updated to current market va lues, a complete index of all feature firearms and manufacturers, 
easy-to-use tabbed sections for handguns, rifles and shotguns. 
:?.-- :?.-- ------------------------------------------------------------------------
: Please send me GUN TRADER'S GUIDE for $14.95plus $1.50 shipping & handling. CA residents, 
! add 7.25% sales tax. 0 Check/MO$ __ 0 VISA/MC No. ________ _ 
: Exp. Date Initial Name _________ _______ _ 

! Address--------- -------- - -----------! City State Zip ___ __ _ 
Send to: GUNS BOOKS AO #14, - Oept. AH J/A-90,591 Camino de la Reina, #200, San Diego, CA 92108 

The best radar detector ever made 
is now even better ... the new ESCORT 

How Can The Best Get Better? 
The answer to that question is simple: The new 
micro-size ESCORT picks up radar signals from 
farther away than ever was possible before. 

You no longer "will wander into a sudden 
"beep-explosion;· too late to react. Even distant 
"instant-on" radar doesn't faze this mighty detector. 

Early warning is well beyond the capability of 
other detectors without ESCORT'S power and sensi­
tivity. You know the value of radar warning. You 
should know, too: Only one detector is the most 
powerful: ESCORT. 

What's New Under the Handsome Case 
The all-new ESCORT literally uses space-age 
technology-Digital Signal Processing (DSP), the 
same advanced system NASA uses to "sharpen" 
radar images. DSP samples incoming radar signals 
50,000 times a second. Information is digitized and 
analyzed by a signal-recognition computer. 

Result? Greater distance than any detector 
ever had before. Greater separation of false-signals. 
Incredibly last reaction to instant-on traps. 

The case is aluminum, finished in non-glare 
black ... not cheap plastic. 

•Just % "high, 3V. " wide 

• Variable-pulse warning 

• Alert lamp glows on radar contact ' 

• Visor clip and adjustable windshield mount 

• Hewlett-Packard LED bar graph shows radar proximity 

• l'tlotocell adjusts display to car's light level (plus dark 
mace for discreet operation) 

• Adjustable volume and mute switch (including "automute" 
to turn volume down after first alert) 

• Genuine leather carrying case 

Thieves Know: 
They Can't Use a Stolen ESCORT: 

ESCORT has a tiny "Digital Key:' Use it to unlock 
your ESCORT when you first get i~ then every couple 
of months. Without the key, ESCORT won't work. 

Thieves know this. When they spot an ESCORT, 
smart crooks move on to the next car. 

It Costs No More to Have The Best 
ESCORT costs $295. That's actually less than some 
radar detectors with a fraction of ESCORT'S abil ity. 

But----
You don 't risk one cent to find out for yourself 

how much protection ESCORT gives you. Use it for 
one lull month. II for any reason you think you can 
get along without it, send it back and we'll send you 
a complete refund, even including your return shipping 
costs. What could be fairer than that? 

Use ESCORT For One Month At Our Risk 
Order by calling our Toll-Free number 
24 Hours a Day, Seven Days a Week. 

ca111o11-1ree 1-soo-543-1608 

ESCORT 
RADAR WARNING RECEIVER 

$295 Ohio residents add $16.23 state sales tax. 
Price slightly higher in Canada. 

A product of Cincinnati Microwave, maker of over 
two million PASSPORT and ESCORT radar detectors 

Cincinnati Microwave 
.,.Department 0394 70 

One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 c 1990CMl 

Ahrends custom guns in ex istence. Those 
who want a superior tool for tactical class 
competit ion , or for personal and home 
defense , or who s im ply recogni ze and 
apprec iate a work of functional art , can 
call Kim Ahrends at (5 15) 532-3449. 

For more detailed information on hi s 
Colt Tactical Conversion , Combat Con­
version , or hi s line of handcrafted exotic 
wood stocks, write: Kim Ahrends Custom 
Fi rearms, P.O. Box 203, Dept. ......a. 
AH, Clarion , IA 50525. '°' 
OUTSTANDING 
Continued from page 23 

our guns being legislated away." 
Meanwhile, the '80s saw Ruger intro­

duce th e lowest-pr iced re li able hi gh 
capacity 9mm on the market, the sturdiest 
and eas ies t to shoot .38 snub , and th e 
toughest .357 Magnum double act ion. 

William Batterman Ruger, Sr. even 
brought back the most comfortabl e sin­
g le-action des ign , the Bi sley, and the 
hand iest .44 Magnum ever, the orig inal 
1956 format fl a t-top Blac khawk . But 
most people were too busy yelling at him 
to notice. 

Bernard Goetz struck a chord across 
Amer ica when he shot four convicted 
cr imin a ls, all of w hom late r admit ted 
th ey inte nded to mu g him , in a New 
York subway. 

After a mediocre lega l defense that 
never addressed New York 's "doctrine of 
necessi ty" principl e th at co uld hav e 
excused his carrying the gu n after being 
arbitrari ly turned down for a concealed 
carry perm it he should have received , he 
served the better part of a year in ja il for 
possess ion of the weapon. 

A sympathetic jury that acquitted him 
for aggravated assault had been g iven no 
good reason not to convict for ill ega l 
possess ion of the ni ckel -plated Smith & 
Wesson Model 36 he ' d used , a fe lony in 
that city. 

In the last few weeks of the decade, it 
was learned that Goetz was stoicall y suf­
fe rin g from cancer. The cr ime victim 
wrongly branded a "subway vig il ante" 
had consis te ntly proven him self a 
stronger man than he looked. 

Ronald Reagan proved himse lf th e 
strongest fr iend of gun owners ever to sit 
in th e White House. Few g un owners 
found themselves fee ling the same about 
hi s successor. 

George Bush gave earl y warning sig­
nals we didn ' t want to hear when , during 
the primaries, he told the assembled Gun 
Owners of New Hampshire th at there 
were certain guns he' d be comfortable 
banning. This was the speech in which he 
waved a tiny Freedom Arms mini­
revolver, th us making hi story by becom­
ing the first politic ian to pull a gun on the 
audience. 

After vacillating on the assaul t rifle 
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The 
Visibility 
Difference 
Compared to factory sights, 
Millett Sights on your revolver 
or pistol let you get a sight 
picture faster, easier, and more 
accurately. 

Millett's blaze orange front ramp and 
white outline rea r - a visib le difference ! 

Millett's famous blaze orange 
front ramp and precision rear 
sights make any gun shoot 
better. 

Visibly improve your sight 
picture with Millett. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

(714) 842-5575 

------~ ·------

issue, he c losed 1989 on notes that indi­
cated he might be fed up with the BS and 
ready to support the gun owners after all. 

Anyone angry at Bush should consider 
the alternat ive: had Dukakis been e lecl­
ed- as he a lmost certainl y wou ld have 
been witho ut th e cohes ive gun owner 
support Bush rece ived- we mi ght all 
have been driven to swallowing rubbing 
alcohol. 

Springfield Armory, 
another enthusiastic 

supporter of the 
handgun sports, 

established itself as 
the most successful 

manufacturer of 
Government Model 

clones. 

Sales of semia utomati c pistols sur­
passed those of th e traditional revolve r 
late in the decade, for the first time in the 
nation 's hi story. 

Meanwhil e, die-hard w hee lg un 
traditionali sts found a new champion in 
Jerry Miculek, lhe soft-spoken Louisiana 
shooter who used a worn , factory stock 
S&W Model 27 sixshoolcr to beat all the 
champions with $3,000 semi -automati c 
space guns at both Second Chance and 
lhe Masters action event. · 

More th a n o ne ad mi ri ng g unwrite r 
suggested th at Miculek mi ght be a re in­
carnation of Ed McGivcrn. 

Pro vi ng once again that c la ssics 
endure, the 19 11 pattern pi stol probably 
saw more sales to the public during the 
Eighti es th an in a ny decade s in ce it s 
introduction. 

Co lt produced the best .45s in the hi s­
tory of its ex istence: the improved Series 
80 guns with firin g pin locks , the sta in­
less Governments and Combat Elites that 
were fac tory throated and fitted w ith 
good sights, and the Delta Elite pistol that 
a lmost s ing le handedly popularized the 
1 Omm Auto round with sport shooters. 

Meanwhile, the Colt Firearms support­
ed sport shootin g more enthu siast ically 
than at any time in the company's hi story. 

On the competitors ' side of the fence, 
Springfield Armory, another enthusiastic 
supporter of the handgun sports, estab­
lished itself as the most successfu l manu­
fac turer of Government Model clones. 

Assau lt weapon hyste ri a in 1989 
forced firearm sportsmen and the compa­
nies that serve them into a new cohes ive­
ness . Many gun firms made their deepest 
commitment of dollars and efforts toward 
g un fr eedom, with Dillon Prec is ion , 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 

When you care to carry 
CARRY THE BEST 

A fashion-design 
holsterbag from 
GML Products. 
Created from fine top· 
grain leather and a dur­
able matching liner, our 
designer handbag offers 
the ultimate in protection. 
A hidden velcro·sealed 
compartment with holster 
conceals your handgun, up 
to a 4 • barrel, holstered 
and ready for easy access 
in emergencies. The strap 
is inner-lined with hidden 
steel mesh to deter the cut­
ting or straight-razoring 
of the strap by a purse­
snateher. Handbag size is 
a comfortable 121/2' x JI" 
and is available in black, 
gray, taupe, brown, navy, 
burgundy and bone white 
(seasonal). One leather hol­
ster included in each bag. 
(Check your local con· 
cealment laws.) 

ONLY 

$99?~:~~9; 
1-800-345-BAGS g~p~Rs 
205-979-GUNS I QUIRIES 

VISA and MasterCard welcome. $5.00 shipping and ha ndl ing 

GML Products 
1634A Montgomery Highway • Suite 196 

Birmingham, AL 35216 

comprehensive 
book on high­
performance 
practical pistol 
shooting 
ever written. 

$16.95 plus $3.00 S&H To order coll toll free: 

1-800-537-6727 
(Visa and MC accepted) 

To order by moil: Practical Shooting, 
1444 U.S. RI. 42, Rd 11, Mansfield, OH 44903 

(checks only please) 
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,......... _________ ~--

PARA ORDNANCE FINISH KITS $239. 50 

PARA ORDNANCE PISTOL •• $550.00 

BASIC 1911A1!SERIES701 •• $330.00 

BULLSEYE PISTOL ••••.• $750. 00 

l.P.S.C. (PICTURED! ••••• •• • ••••• •• $1095."0 

COMMANDERS •••••••••••• • • •• • • $495."0 

UPPER UNITS •••••••••••••• • •• • $189." 
LOWER UNITS •• •• ••• ••••• •• •••• $199." 
PISTOLS TESTED • • •••••••• • .••••• $50. oo 
·uTERATURE •••••••••••••••••• • • $1. 00 

2-14 WEEK DELIVERY - All PRICES + SHIPPING 

* BULLSEYE 
* LP.S.C. 
* PPC 
*CANS 
* SELF DEFENSE 
* COLT & SPRINGFIELD 

SLIDES 
* CUSTOM WORK 

ALEX 8. HAMIL TON 
MEMBER 

AMERICAN PISTOLSMITH 
GUILD 

~® .. ~~CT:J~ "~~~~!;~~'.i)~ m~. 
1449 Blue Crest Lane • San Antonio, Texas 78232 

1-512-494-3063 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tues.-Fri. 

..••...................•••...........•. 

• 

COMPETITION 
SHOTGUNS 

& 
RIFLES 

Building the ultimate 
in accuracy 

i 
and reliability. 

Tank's Rifle Shop 
offers the best in 
competition proven 
conversions of: 

~ • REMINGTON 11-87 
ii • REMINGTON 1100 

• REMINGTON 870 
• H & K BENELL/ 
• M14/M1A RIFLE 
• AR-15 

'For more information , 
send $3 (refund ab le) 
fo r our illustrated catalog. 

~~ 

<'.tl'L'd#la 

RIFLE SHOP 
Jon Tank, Owner 
P.O. Box 474 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph: (402) 727-1317 

M-F 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM CST 

PULL THE TRIGGER 
ON EXCITEMENT 

SSK HAND CANNONS 

For Superior Performance when 
you wish to reach out and touch 

something. 

Specializing in: 
14 to 58 Caliber Contenders 

Custom Scope installations for hunting 
handguns, heavyweight bullet molds, 
arrestor muzzle brakes. exotic finishes. 
Please call or write for price quote or further 1nformat1on. 
If writing, send two First Class postage stamps. 

SSK INDUSTRIES 
721-AH Woodvue Lane 
Wintersville, OH 43952 
(614) 264-0176 
(614) 264-7217 

When the PROOF CHANNEL '" of the new 
Oehler Model 35P says a velocity is right, 
you know it is right. For years, the pros have 
called Oehler for the best instruments . 
Oehler welcomes your call for a free catalog 
or help with your measurements. 

OEHLER RESEARCH. INC. 
P.O. Box 9135 • Austin, TX. 78766 

Phone 800/531-5125 or 512/327-6900 

Springfield Armory and Gun South prob­
ab ly lead ing th e li st. They deserve our 
gratitude. 

In th e Seven ti es , most po li ce chi efs 
considered we cops who carried au to pi s­
tol s on patrol to be rad icals. and would 
have considered the iss uing of imported 
handguns to be unthinkable madness . By 
the close of the E ighties, however. some 
half of the nation 's cops were estimated 
to be carry ing autoloaders . and a heft y 
pe rcentage of these were th e Austrian 
Glock, the Sw iss-designed and West Ger­
man-built SIG-Sauer. the German Heck­
ler & Koch, and the Ita li an (or at leas t, 
Italian-des igned) Beretta . 

One rea so n for th e 180 degree 
turnaround in poli ce att itudes had little to 
do with guns and everything to do with 
another iss ue of the Eighti es : crime. 

As national po ll s indi cated that fea r of 
crime was th e s in gle biggest soc ial con­
cern of the average American, the cops 
saw the ri se of two qui ck, cheap. super­
add ic t ive forms of coca ine and speed: 
crack and ice, respect ive ly. Both were so 
addictive they turned users into money­
desperate monsters, and both released so 
much adrenaline into the user's body that 
they became bull e t sponges who co uld 
soa k up six .38 s lugs and keep comin g 
like the Moro warriors of o ld. 

Meanwhil e , c riminal s we re wea rin g 
bull etproof vests more often than in the 
days of Dillinge r. and we re frequent ly 
operatin g with multipl e partn e rs and 
using urban guerrilla warfare tactics. 

Thus it was that c riminal s. not gun 
ex perts, finally got Amer ican police to 
cas hier the obso lescen t serv ice revo lver 
for the hi g h-capacity, quick-re loading 
semiautomati c se rvice pi stol that w ill 
probabl y be the universa l po li ce handgun 
in thi s country by the Year 2000. 

When the first trial found Soldier Of" 
Fortune magazine and its publisher Bob 
Brown liable for millions in a case where 
someo ne was murde red by a hit man 
so licit ed from an SOF c lass ified ad. 
Brown appealed. In 1989. the hi g her 
cou rt rul ed in Brown 's fa vor. proving that 
ju stice does exis t in Ame ri ca . yo u ju st 
have to wait fo r it sometim es. 

Many of the sa me news pape rs that 
editoriali zed aga in st Brown and those 
nasty Rambo types who read hi s maga­
zine, ran the same ad themselves when it 
was submitted to the ir classified pages. 

Bob Brown , who is on th e N RA 
Board , has a lways been a s ta un c h a nd 
tireless fr ie nd of th e Amer ican g un 
owner, and hi s magazine is to our genera­
tion what Tru e and Argosy were to our 
fathers '- a men 's adventure journal with 
hair on its chest. We wish Brown well in 
the Nineties. 

Smith & Wesson's 1988 announce­
ment of the exce ll ent Thi rd Generation 
pi sto ls reali gned the sem iautomatic mar­
ket, especially in the police sector. More 
significant, thoug h, was the 180 degree 
turnaround in company policy by new 
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Magazine Pouch­
fits 9 mm. and 45 auto. 

Only $13.95 each 

Speedloader Case 
Only $12.95 each 

HIGH QUALITY 
LOW COST 

MORE COMPACT 
• Molded of long-lasting 

Du Pont Hytrel® 
•Two finishes-plain or 

basketweave 
•Three colors-black, tan, brown 

See your local gun dealer 

(HKS). 
HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, KY 41042 

corporate overseer Tompkins, Ltd . 
Under previous manage ment , which 

saw S&W as a cash cow to be first milked 
and then slaughtered, the new admini stra­
ti ve team under president Steve Melvin 
admitted S&W 's past mistakes and com­
mitted the firm to fairer policies inside and 

There was some good 
news in the Eighties 
from the gun law 
front. Numerous 

states passed "castle 
laws" specifically 

reinforcing a 
homeowner's right to 

use deadly force 

out, better workmanship, and a more con­
sumer-oriented stance in general. 

Melvin answers hi s own letters from 
end-users, and proves weekly that they 
mea nt it wh en th ey said S&W would 
c lean up its act. Now, if Tompkins could 
only take over a few more gun companies 
and do the same ... 

Th e re was some good ne ws in the 
Eighties from the gun law fro nt. Numer­
ous states passed "castle laws,. spec ifical­
ly reinforcing a homeowner 's ri ght to use 
deadl y fo rce to protec t the ir dwe llin g 
from criminal invaders. 

A California law express ly prohibited 
lawsuits against res idents who used guns 
to protect the ir home from lawbreaking 
intruders. 

Florida passed its model reform con­
cea led carry permit ac t. Be fore, CCWs 
were ava ilable onl y to the rich and privi­
leged, and good onl y for the county of 
issue. 

The new permits were available to any 
c iti zen who (a) passed a criminal record 
check and (b) showed ev idence of fo ur 
hours of safety training. Many be li eve 
that the tra ining provision was the key to 
its passage. 

Tens of th o usan ds of c iti ze ns too k 
advantage of the new pri vil ege. In the 
time since, numerous criminals have been 
shot by holders of the new permits, more 
have been captured or dri ven away with­
out a shot fired, and there has not been a 
case of criminal use of the gun by any of 
the new permit holders. 

Handgun Control Inc. types who loud­
ly warned of bloodshed in the streets and 
gunfire at every traffic di spute have not 
been heard from on the issue of late. 

The National Rifle Assoc iati on pro­
duced a home firearms safety coloring 
book for young children. Liberal s and 
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DECATUR. IL. 62521 
217-429-2290 

BROCHURE - $1.00 

~~NowA°VAiiAsu -1 
I JEFF COOPER 'S TO RIDE, 
I SHOOT STRAIGHT, 
I AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 
I Jeff Cooper 

I 

ONLY$26.00 
COOPER WRITES ABOUT: 
• The combat Mind-Set 
• Bodyguarding 
• Military Pistols 
• The Social Shotgun 
• The Machine Pistol Con 
• Rifle Handling Under Hazard 

YES! Please send me_ 
copy(s) for only $26.00 plus 
$2.50 shipping & Handling 
per book. CA Residents Add 
7.25% Sales Tax. 
D Check/MO Enclosed 
D Bill My VISA/MC 
No. ________ _ 
Exp. Date __ lnitital_ 
Name------~ 
Address _____ _ 

City--------
State, Zip ---

SEND TO: GUNS BOOKS #35 
Dept. AH J/A90 

591 Camino de la Reina, #200 

L San Diego, CA 92108 .J ---------
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INTERNATIONAL SHOOTISTS INC. 

"LIFE WITHOUT FEAR" .. . .. G 
® 

$10.95 
Sott Cover 

$16.95 
Hard Cover 

$24.95Hard. 
Autographed 
and Numbered 

World champion handgun shooters Mickey 
Fowler and Mike Dalton teach you how and 

when to shoot. Enhance your ability to 
survive. Areas covered: safety • marksmanship 

tactics • legal • women • technique • crime 
guns and equipment. ammunition .1 so photos. 

t•G•1 DRY-FIRE KITS t•£i•1 
PRACTICE AT HOME 

IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS-$3.95 
Add $2.00 per book or $1 .00 per kit Money order, 

Visa and MasterCard shipped immediately. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

CA residents add 6 Y2% sales tax. 

CLASSES FORMING 
Courses in both self·defense or competition are 

available. These international experts and Combat 
Masters will teach you to fire fast controlled shots, 

with the mental conditioning to obtain pin-point 
accuracy, and fulfill your personal goals' 

Send $2.00 for complete 12 page 
Brochure and Information Packet to: 

"""'"""' .. "'""" '" 
DEPARTMENT A.H. 

P.O. BOX 5254 MISSION HILLS, CA 91345 

CALIFORNIA GRIP 
A BETTER MOUNT FOR BETTER SHOOTERS 

• CAL GRIPS FITS S&W MODEL 
52 ANO 39 & 59 SERIES 

$80.00 

• ADJUSTABLE BBL 
WEIGHT (52 ONLY) 

$55.00 
NEW * 1 INCH RING TOP PLATE 
FOR AIMPOINT 2000 & ARMSON OEG 
NO RINGS TO BUY $15 EXTRA. 

$80.00 

• S&W MODEL 41 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 
LONG OR SHORT BBL 

$50.00 
RAIL COVERS FRONT 
ANO REAR SIGHTS 

• HIGH STANDARD VICTOR 
TOP RAIL MOUNT 

$50.00 

NEW * CAL GRIP FITS 
RUGER MK I & II 
FITS NEWER SLIDE 
RELEASE MODELS 

$80.00 
NEW* BROWNING HI POWER\. 
NEW*S&W645 

Ok. all you shooting enthusiasts out there, I'm looking 
at you. 
I'm the New Model 'F-1 ', the younger brother of the 
Models F & M. 
Red is my new color, no longer green. 
In fact , I'm red hot. 

Inside me is a special circuitry designed to 
calibrate me electronically at the factory. This makes 
me more accurate and allows me to work under a wider 
range of light conditions, indoors or outdoors. Compare 
me for price, performance and convenience; I'm the 
best deal in town and I'm the handiest, period. 

I weigh less than 2.5 lbs. and everybody surely 
can afford me at a Suggested Retail Price of $99.95. 

Ask your dealer/distributor! 

Carrying Case 
Now you can carry your CH RO NY to the range in 
its own case. Black imitation leather; when bought 
with CHRONY $16.95. When bought alone 
$18.95. Own Initials (two), goldstamped, $5.95. 
(allow 6 wks. for initials). Add $3.50 shipping. 
Money Order; VISA, MC. Give # & expiry date. 
Write, or cal l (416) 276-6292 EST. 

CH~~~A~I!~~~~ s~~~~ 
shipping . Demo disk $5.00 plus $3.50 shipping. $5.00 
refundable w. purchase. Money Order; VISA; MG. Give 
# & exp. date. Write, or call (416) 276-6292 EST. 

SHOOTING CHRONY INC. 
P.O. Box 101 , LPO, Dept AHG7, Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

media types reflexively wailed that NRA 
was trying to infiltrate the schoo ls and 
brainwash the children to love guns. 

Those who actually read the coloring 
book saw that it actually taught them to 
avo id weapons. Widely distributed by 
numerous educators who actuall y use 
their minds, and by countless civically­
oriented gun c lubs, the NRA coloring 
books have doubtless saved lives already. 

We lost some of handgunning 's true 
greats, men like Elmer Keith and Skeeter 
Skelton and Elgin Gates. They will long 
be missed. So will some firms no longer 
with us. 

Elmer Keith told it like he saw it, and 
literally created guns and calibers that are 
among the most popular as the Nineties 
begin. 

Skeeter Skelton was an even better 
raconteur in person than on the printed 
page, and a true gentleman. His son Bart 
succeeds him as a second generation gun­
writer of great promise. 

Elgin Gates distinguished himself in 
twin careers: the master among big game 
hunters, and the man who single-handed­
ly ramrodded the new sport of metallic 
silhouette handgunning into being. 

All were fine marksmen- and fine 
men. 

Harrington & Richardson made good, 
sturdy handguns- cheap. Their loss left 
a void in the market. Company president 
Ted Rowe went on to become CEO at 
SIG-Sauer. 

Sterling Arms died as the result of a 
monster lawsuit that never should have 
been brought. Their guns were mostly 
jam-amatics, but no one ever sued them 
over that. 

RG went under, leaving the cheapest 
end of the handgun market to companies 
like Davis and Raven ; wel l-o ff gun 
sportsmen often forget that those who 
need handguns most are often those who 
can afford them least. 

Dan Wesson came back from the edge 
of the Chapter Eleven void to create the 
most accurate largebore revolvers ever 
made , to dominate IHMS A, and to 
become more financially successful than 
at any time in the still-young company's 
history. Dan Wesson himself, whom we 
lost before the Eighties began , would 
have been proud. 

We lost Dornau s & Dixon, whose 
lOmm Bren Ten pistol was styled after 
the CZ75 and was the embodiment of 
what Jeff Cooper thought a pistol should 
be. 

Well-made by modern means and 
superbly ergonomic and amazingly accu­
rate, the Bren was beset with problems. 
First, the fai lure of a subcontractor to 
supply adequate magazines and second, 
by the disease that plagues all new entries 
in the money -inten sive world of gun 
manufacturing: under-capitalization. 

They left behind a few samples of a 
fine pistol that shou ld have been hugely 
popular, and left the industry with the 
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knowledge that they'd made their mark. 
The copied des ign ex ists today in the 

Tanfog lio and other pistols, some of them 
in .4 l Action Express, sort of a watered­
down lOmm. 

The cartridge they convinced Norma 
io produce, the 1 Omm Auto, became the 

The American 
handgunner enters 

the last decade of the 
Twentieth Century 

with his basic rights 
under more savage 

and coordinated 
assault than ever 

before 

commercial success story of the Eighties, 
albeit in pi stols produced by Colt. 

Other entrepreneurs survived. Wildey 
Moore fo ught financ ia l advers ity (and 
jokes about non-de livery from gunwri t­
ers) for a decade, but fi nally managed to 
put hi s Magnum semi-automatic into the 
mainstream of commerce before 1990. 

LAR quietl y made a success of their 
Grizzly pistol , a big 19 l l using Wildey 
Moore's .45 Winchester Mag num car­
tri dge, and crea ted the thinking man 's 
ultra-powered semi-automatic. 

With much more fin ancial mi ght to 
work with , Israeli Military Industries was 
even more successful with its .357, .41 , 
and .44 Magnum Desert Eag les, and by 
the end of the decade had a Mark U ver­
s ion with a sa fe ty yo u could ac tu all y 
operate without an extra hand, and a good 
trigger. 

The big gun/small company concept 
also survived in the Coonan .357 Mag­
num autoloader, still commerciall y viable 
by the close of 1989. 

The American handgunner enters the 
last decade of the Twentieth Century with 
hi s basic ri ghts under more savage and 
coordinated assault than ever before. At 
the same time, hi s own allies are more 
strongly ali gned than at any time in the 
pas t, and the trend from the Eighties may 
well start to bring the powerful women 's 
rights movement to hi s side. 

On a happier note, he has more guns 
and fi ner guns, more accessories and bet­
ter accessories , than ever before. 

For those who accept defeat, the future 
is dim , but for those who are willing to 
work within the system and fight for their 
rights, the Eighties close with a handgun 
future that is pro babl y ...... 
brighter than it looks. ~ 

I 

~ 

STRAIGHT SHOOTIN' 
GUN CARE 

(}uick Scrub 

Rust Prevent 
NEW - a superior anti­
oxidation moisture displacer. 
Rustproofs , lubricates 
and neutralizes finger­
prints acids . An 
ecologically safe 
aerosol. 

Gun Grease 

• 
Cleaner/Degreaser 

· NEW - now the fastest and The ultimate all-weather 
most thorough cleaner/ high tech grease Meets 

degreaser Eliminates the most demanding 
breakdowns due to ~ needs for lubncat1on 

grime , 011 and ® 
1r- ~ powder buildup • 
~ 

16770 Hilltop Park Place .. ·h .·. ·.·.·· .... 1 Send for free brochure. 
DeptAH S ooter $ Mail $2.00 (P&H) for 
Chagrin Falls , OH I ch· . • FREE 1 oz. sample of 
44022 1 · . OICe Bore Cleaner. (216) 543-8808 

SECOND TO NONE IN QUALITY 
Metaloy; 

Often used to de­
scribe Hard Chrome plat­
ing in general. 

There is only one 
Metaloy. Demand the 
original, I do. 

S~\'1~ 
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Milt Sparks Holsters 
P. 0. Box 187A 

Idaho City, ID 83631 
Phone/Fax (208) 392-6695 

r: ... .c.nil Mastercard/Visa =~~= 
L- __) $2.00 for catalog .+"1'*'" 

WHEN ONLY THE BEST 
WILL DO! 

RIG® PRODUCTS 
offers the 

Handgun Cleaning Kit 
RR8-2CK (R·358) 

This combo cleaning kit is complete for 22-45 
caliber handguns. It contains a Delrin* handle 
and bore guide with a two-piece stainless steel 
rod. Also included are 22-45 caliber bronze 
brushes; 22-45 caliber brass jags; 22-45 caliber 
cotton swabs; cotton patches for 22-45 caliber; 
a bottle of RIG #44 bore cleaner and a fire pin 
shield. Dimensions 114" x 3 l'l'' x 7\li " - jacket 
pocket size! 

Available at your local gun or sporting goods 
store or: 

Send $2 for a catalog and a 1 oz. 
bottle of RIG #2 to: 

RIG® PRODUCTS DEPT. AH07·90 
P.O. Box 1990 • Sparks, Nevada 89432-1990 

HANDLOADING 
continued from. page I 6 

case had been reloaded. 
I then started using military ammo 

cans and empty milk jugs to hold my bulk 
pistol ammo. I no longer counted my 
ammo by the round, but by the gallon and 
as a result I had on ly a vague idea as to 
the exact count of the rounds I reloaded. 

The Dillon SFCC90 Cartridge Counter 
will sti ll allow me to use volume contain­
ers for the ammo supply without going to 
the trouble of counting each round. It 
does it automatically for you. 

If you are us ing dies from another 
manufacturer and don't use a crimp die, 
the SFCC90 can be mounted on a Dillon 
Powder Die at the crimping station. 

RL-1050 Upgrades 
For owners of the Dillon RL- 1050 

top-of-the-line progressive press, the peo-

pie at Dillon have not been content to sit 
on their laurels. They have improved the 
decapping assembly by going to a spring 
loaded decapping pin. The advantages of 
the spring loaded decapping pin prevents 
the plucking, or pulling back, into the 
case the decapped primer. 

The fixed decap pin had a tendency to 
do this and the spent, but partially 
decapped primer would bind on the shell 
plate at the swaging station. 

The spring loaded decapping assembly 
is available to 1050 owners for $14.95. 

New .11 Junior" Press 
For those shooters who are just start­

ing out, Dillon has recently introduced 
the RL-450 Jr. 
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Many writers and commentators in the 
shooting industry, myself included, fee l it 
is not the most prudent thing for a beg in­
ning reloader and shooter to purchase a 
progress ive reloader for hi s firs t machine. 

The problem, of course, comes later 
when the reloader becomes accomplished 
in the sc ience of reloading and now wants 
to move on to a machine with a higher 
rate of production, what is he supposed to 
do with hi s old s ing le stati on beg inner 
machine? 

He is more or less forced to seek out 
another beginning reloader and sell all his 
limited production equipment to the new 
guy, so he can rega in hi s initi al invest­
ment and re- invest it in more advanced 
machines. Dill on has recogni zed thi s 
dilemma and created the RL450 Jr. 

It is a dual purpose machine that can 
be operated as a single station press or as 
a progress ive machine with the "B" con­
vers ion. It uses standard re loading dies 
and comes with one set of pistol dies in 
your designated caliber. 

The RL450 J r. is a small frame "O" 
type press with a rotary shell plate. When 
used as a single station press the reloader 
rotates the s ing le case to be re loaded 
between stations and pours the powder 
charge down a funnel tube positioned at 
the second station. 

This same machine can be used as a 
progressive with the carbide pistols dies 
that come with it and the addition of a 
"B" convers ion. Thi s conversion con­
sists o f a manu a l powde r meas ure, a 
loaded cart ridge ejecto r, and a loaded 
cartridge collection box and bracket. The 
shell plate is turned manuall y between 

COR·BON® 
Super Penetrator Ammunition and Bullets for 

large and dangerous animals. 

The Hidden Dillllnmce ™ holster 
allows you to carry a small defen· 
sive handgun without the bother of 
a jacket or vest to hide your rig. 
• Only the knife sheath or pager 

case shows. 
• To draw, grasp the knife sheath 

or pager case and draw your en· 
tire holster. 

• Comfortable enough and conceals 
well eroogh Iha you~ carry your 
gun an day, fNery day if you wish. -------. 

• Models to fit most small 22, 25, 
and some 380 automatics. 
Sheath fits 4 W kntte. Case fits 
small, late model pagers (not 
included). 

• Specify right or left hand shooter. 
brown or black sheath. 

• $49 postpaid ror kntte sheath 
models, $59 for pager case models 

• Safeguard yoursett and your I army 

Call Now, Toll·Free: 1-800·227-6464, 24 hours MC,, 
Visa, or C.0.0., or mail to Leatherwood Holsters (formerly 
Leatherman Products) Teel Rd., Dept AH, Winchendon, MA 
01475. Dealer inquiries welcome. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 

Member Pistolsm ithing Gu ild 

DRAKE'S 
steel Reactive Targets 

Expert Design & Hlrlh Quality at 
Factory Direct Prices 

Speclallzlng In steel Reactive Targets tor: 
• IPSC Shooters 
• Law Entorcement, security and 

Miiitary Training Programs 
• Steel Plate Systems 
• competition Shooting 
• Cun Club Activities 
• .22 Precision Event Target - P.O.R. 

DRAKE'S PLATES 

Falllng Plate System - $S95.00 
Heavy-duty 3'h" x 5" angle frame table with 8" diameter 
laces made of M plate, easy.putt rnectlanlVn allows Instant 
target return, atsassemDles tor easy storage, made to corn· 
petition specifications. &owling pin size plates optional. 

Extra Dowling pin plates of T·1 tset of 51 $125.oo 

VERTICAL SPLIT POPPER - $16S.OO y 
3/ 8" mild steel stanaara size PODper \ 

:·~~:en,:~~~·~ ;a~~:n :eu::!:s.!n~ I 

~~~=.,!.;.~:1::- I 
ment ana sturdy channel Iron base. 

SIDIHD-SIOE SWINClflC TMGIT - An /l'SC ~ 

$179.00 
Target frame swings side-to-side -
frame ts mountea on ball bearings tor 
tonger target movement. Angle base 
Is removable. Target can be easttv ac· 
tlvated by "Pepper PoPPers", Vertlcal 
Spilt POppers, doors, or by attaching 
a rope which can be pulled from the 
flr1ng line. Paper tarvets not Included. 

Targets are designed tor use with att lead pistol bullets ontv. 
custom plate prices upan request. Sena $2 tor full-color 
brochure. All shipping chargM collect. CT residents add 
8% sales tax. To order call us at 12031 535·3915 or send 
name & tun shipping address with check or money o..- to: 

DRAKE'S WELDING SERVICE. INC. 
P. 0. BOX 8, Stonington, CT 06378 

Cylinder 
& Slide, Inc. 

Custom Pistolsmithing 

PPC Guns, Duty/Carry, Basic Tune Up 
Colt/Smith & Wesson Warranty & Parts 

For Fully Illustrated and Informat ive Catalog 
Send $3.00 (Refundable) Parts Orders Only - Call 

Cylinder & Slide, Inc. 1-800-448-1713 
P.O. Box 937AH Inquiries Call - 9·11 :30 AM CST 
Fremont , NE 68025 (402) 721-4277 - Ask for Bill 
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flb~GHJ1fi ~bullets 
-g'/ I NRA ACTION 

PROllEll PERIFORMAllCE RECORDS SET 
All Bullets hard cast from 100% virgin alloy. 

custom Sizing Available/ ~ 
cuaranteed satisfaction/ • 

DUNK· KIT 
THE FAST, EASY WAY TO 

CLEAN YOUR GUN!! 

Dunk·Kit c leans out malfunction causing c1ud 
and fouling. 

• Dunk-Kit c leans, lubricates and displaces 
mo isture all in one eoSv operation. 

• Dunk-Kit is reusable and should last for 
years. 

• Dunk-Kit loosens light leading allowing it ta 
be brushed out of bares. 

• Dunk-Kit is also ideal far c leaning and 
protecting small parts, reels, cycle chains 
o r almost anything. 

• Dunk-Kit is available in % gal., w, gal. and 
large 4 gal. sizes. 

• Ounce far ounce, Dunk-Kit is the least 
expensive c leaner on the market. 

(<iliiliiJ I VISA I ONLY $35 95 ppd lo ""' coot. USA. 

~ 1% gal. size ~~ =:~=~ 
Send $3 ($6 oulside U.SAJ lor more information on Dunk·Klf and o 
complete cololog ol custom handgun modificotioo5 ond ports. 

I CYLINDER & SLIDE SHOP, INC. 
P.O. Box 937 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Ph.: 1-(800) 448-1713 

TRUE FLIGHT BULLET COMPANY 
57 N. MOUNTAIV Bl.VD. • MOUNTAINTOP, RI! 18'707 

(800) 448-8306 

~ ,. 
THE LIFELINE4' 

SHOULDER RIG 
A new addition has been ad ded to our line of quality 
hols ters. Designed originally for Sonny Crockett of the 
hit series 'Miami Vice'. Th is rig is made from top grain 
cowh ide with metal hardware. All holsters and pouches 
are hand molded for a prefect fi t. All connections swivel 
fo r comfortable continous wear. Sh oulder harness is 
comple tely designed to provide maximum speed and 
comfort. This along with the quality of material and 
craftsmanship you have come to expect from our 
company has made us one of the fastes t growing 
holster com panies in the United States. We have 
received an overwhelming response from police de­
partments who are currently using this equipment. 
Ordering Instructions: All orders must add 10% for 
shipping and handling for com plete rigs. Send cashiers 
check or money order. Mastercard, VISA and American 
Express card s are accepte d with card number and ex­
piration date. Phone ord ers are welcomed. No C.O.D.'s. 

Ted Blocker's Holsters 
5360 N.E. 112th 

Portland, OR 97220 
PH.# (503) 254-9950 e FAX# (503) 254-7172 

SEND $2 FOR BROC HURE 

OGLESBY & OGLESBY 
GUNMAKERS, INC. 

Gun Shown -
Witch Doctor Prototype 

Featuring (IRS) Internal Recoil Suppression And 
The Self Adjusting Port The Witch Doctor Is "Bad Medicine 
In The Hands Of The Right Man" -For Inquiries On 
Availability And Specifications, Call Or Write: 

Oglesby & Oglesby Gunmakers, Inc. 
R .R . #5 , Springfield, IL . 62707 (217) 487-7100 Fax: (217) 487-7980 ______ _, 

stations and the shooter must insert each 
individual primer. 

The total cost for the RL450 Jr. is onl y 
$94.50 or $ 11 9 with the "B" conversion 
included and it is a good system for the 
begi nnin g reloade r beca use it is not 
extremely complicated. 

Lee Speed Die 
Speaking of conventional single sta­

ti on reload ing presses, Ri chard Lee of 
Lee Precision lnc. sent me one of his new 
Lee Speed Dies in .45 ACP. This is a sin­
gle die that li terally does everything. 

It consists of a die body, a screw-on 
carbide s ize r, a d ro p-in decapper and 
ex pande r plug , and a sc rew- in bull et 
seater. My RCBS Rock Chucker didn ' t 
work with the die, but if you have a Lee 
Press it is an advancement in des ign and 
the cos t is extremely reasonable wi th a 
suggested retail price of $ 19.98. 

Blount On Center 
Finall y, do yo u know the di ffe rence 

between "Center of Mass" and "Center of 
Pressure"? 

Allan Jones, Technical Serv ices Man­
ager of Blount, Inc., used these two terms 
in explaining the reasons for the ir new 
Speer 147 gr. 9mm bullet 's e nhanced 
accuracy. 

The center of mass of an object is the 
point at which the entire mass of a body 
is concentrated, but the center of pressure 
is a theoretical point based entirely on the 
shape of the nose of the bullet. 

The hypothes is runs that a roundnose 
bullet has a center of pressure placed fur­
ther back in the bull et while a corre­
spond ing flat nose bullet of the same 
weight and diameter has a center of pres­
sure fu rther forward in the bullet. 

The rule governing accuracy of a bu l­
let states "that the further apart the center 
of mass is from the center of pressure the 
more accurate the bul let is." And thi s is 
the reason the people at Blount feel their 
new Speer bullet is among the most accu-
rate bull ets ava il able in ~ 
9mm. Check it out. ~ 

IPSC 
Continued ji·om page 20 

not connected to the sear, but is free to 
move back and forth in the frame. 

The inertia of a heavy trigger can cause 
it to strike the sear during recoil (what pis­
to lsm i ths ca ll " tri gge r boun ce") . ln 
extreme cases the hammer can fo llow to 
half cock, or even miss the half cock notch 
and cause the gun to fi re. A li ght 
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trigger/trigger bow mechanism can reduce 
or remove this problem, which is the rea­
son (other than aes thetics) fo r the holes 
you see drilled in long match triggers. 

Chip McCormick Corp. , makers of the 
excellent CMC hammers and sears, uses 
modern technology to attack the problem. 
The CMC match tri gger is made from 
carbon fiber and titanium. 

Let 's compare some weights: a steel 
Colt Gold Cup tri gger weighs 258 gr. ; a 
short Gov' t. model trigger, 162.5 gr.; a Wil­
son match tri gger weighs 106.5 gr. The 
CMC trigger weighs an astonishing 47.5 gr. 

The bow and trigger shoe have slight­
ly oversize gunsmithing pads which can 
be po li shed down to give a prec ise fi t. 
I ' ve used one of these tri gge rs to fire 
some 5,000 ro unds thro ugh my match 
gun now with no problems. 

Suggested list price is $29.95. Inciden­
ta lly, the CMC hammer and sear in that 
gun have now gone some 20,000 rounds 
and the pull is still 2 1fi lbs., which is the 
same as when the parts were new. The 
address is 7506 Bender Dr. , Dept. AH , 
Austin , TX 78749 or ca ll (51 2) 280-3320. 

Mag Buffs Pads 
Magaz ine base pads he lp ensure the 

mag will be seated and locked during a 
fas t reload, and are essential if an extend­
ed mag chute is fi tted to the gun . 

The nicest plas tic base pads I've seen 
are called Mag-Buffs and are available in 
several colors (red , blue, yellow, green, 
orange, black, watermelon and hot pink), 
so when you get a three-color Armory 
Coat fi nish from Springfield Armory, you 
can pick the base pad that will set off the 

colors just right. 
Seriously, the Mag-Buffs are a conve­

nient means of co lor-coding your match 
and practi ce mags, or di st in g ui shing 
between .45 AC P and LOmm mags , or 
between .38 Super and 9mm mags. 

These pads a re made fo r a ll l 9 11-
design pi stol magazines, they attach with 
self- tapping Phillips head screws, and are 
a hefty half-inch thick to ensure pos itive 
sea tin g . Th ey ' re a va il a bl e fro m Red 
Buffs , P.O. Box 99, Dept. AH, Mountain­
top, PA 18707 or call (7 17) 474-9904. 

Caspian Arms 
Caspian Arms, makers of 19 l l -style 

frames, slides, and accessories, now have 
available JOmm slides in standard design or 
already cut for the popular low-mount Bo­
Mar sight. They also make Commander­
length slides in .45 ACP. Both slides are 

PAGER HOLSTER 

PRESS BUTION, CASE FLIPS OPEN. 
FITS : DAVIS DER RINGE RS 

BAUE R, BROWNING .25 AUTOS 
FREE DOM ARMS .22LR, 1 • BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR. 1'/a" 

$19.95 plus $1 .50 S&H, or two for $34.95 
The purchaser is responsible for complying with all 

applicabl e local. sta te. and federal laws. 

SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 16142- H, HOUSWN, TX . 77222 

~ 
~~ NIGHT SIGHT 
~I / 
,/'G IL 0 w, PAINT™ 
I NEVER MISS YOUR TARGET 
DUE TO LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS! 
• This luminous paint glows in the dark 
• Easy to apply on your existing sights 
• For use on handguns, rifles & shotguns 
• Wi ll do 30+ sights with our simple kit 
• A must for low light hunting and defense 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Send check or Money Orde r for $11.95 plus $2.00 

shipping and handling to: J-GAR CO ., Tu rnp ike Road, 
Petersham, Mass. 01 366 

APPLY A LOW LIGHT 3 DOT SYSTEM 
EASILY TO ALL YOUR GUNS 

WALLER 
NO AWALK·CONNECTICUT•USA 

Waller Bags and Cases, created for shooters, arc 
made in the USA and considered the fi nest available. 
Featuring child resistant integral , keyed safety lock; 
internal 2-ply, aluminized heat/fire shield . If dis ­
pleased w ith any Waller product . it w ill be replaced 
o r your purchase price re funded. 

Colors : Black, 

il 

Waller 
Soft Safe® 

•39.00 
•46.00 

Grey, Navy, Red Amex. Visa 
Size: 9 " H x 12" Wand 9 " H x 18 " W and MC accepted 

Call 'lo ll Free, 1-800-874-BAGS or in (T, 1-838·408 3 
Send S2 .00 fo r catalogue 

W· WALLER· & ·SON· I NC 
14 2 N t"" w C:rn 2:rn A\' t"" • No rw 2lk . Co n n t'c1ic u1 06850 
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STOP RUST! 
Gun manufacturers know that humidity trapped 
within enclosed storage areas causes conden­
sation and this condensation is the cause of 
irreparable damage: rust, mildew. corrosion. 

- That's why manufacturers include small paekets 
of silica gel in shipments of quality guns. 
electronics, etc. 

SG-40 
aluminum 
caniste r 

SG-750 steel canister 
SG-360 

foil carton 

Siiica G9I Unlls Drink oam,._ tram the Nr. 
Prevent Condenulfon; Stop Rust, Miidew, 
Corroelon 8efOl9 They Begin. 

Silica gel adsorbs dampness to create a 
protective shield of dry air within any enclosed 
area. Needs no electricity. Remains dry to the 
touch even when saturated. Bui lt-in indicator 
turns from blue to pink to signal need for 
reactivation. Reactivates easily in oven. lifetime 
protection. Money-back guarantee. 
40 Gnlm Unit Compact 4"x2"x'h" aluminum 
canister. Protects 3 cu. ft. For gun case, tool box, 
etc. ltltm SG-40: $5.50 ea. (2 or more: $5.00 ea.) 
360 Gntm Unit S"x4" x2" foil carton. Protects 27 
cubic feet. Ideal for safe, gun chests. display 
cabinets. etc. Item SG-360: $9.50 ea. 
750 Gram Unit 6'" x4" diameter steel canister. 
Protects 57 cubic feet. lifetime protection for 
larger chests. sales, gun cabinets, etc . 
Item SG-750: $21.50 ea. 
TO ORDER: Send printed name, address, items 
requested with check to ~t Products, 
Box 437-Z. Aahley Falla, MA 01222. MA Res. add 
5% sales iax. Delivered free in 48 stat.es. To 
charge MC/VISA, give card # and exp. date. 

YOU STEP -BY-STEP HOW TO: • BUY WHOLE· 
·~ SALE• GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

•START YOUR OWN BUSINESS • REFINISH & 
CHECKER • CUSTOMIZE • ACCUR IZE • 
SPORTERIZE • BLUE AND BROWN • RELOAD • 

• BASIC AND MASTER GUN REPAIR • 
PLUS MUCH. MUCH MORE i 

LEARN EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED TO KNOW TO 
GET YOU STARTED IN THE CAREER YOU WANT! 
LIFETIME CONSULTATION SERVICE AT NO COST. 

BE A SUCCESSFUL GUN PRO! 

OVER 40,000 STUOENTS SINCE 1946 

Send lor FREE FACTS or call 602-990-8346 

Please RU SH FREE fac1s on how I can become a professional gunsmrlh 
the QUI CK easy home study way No Oblrga11on No salesman wrl ca'I 
CHEC K FO R VA or GI 0 ACTIVE 0 RE TI RED 

NAME AGE 

ADDRE SS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL depl MF70 
L 2lli_ N ~ S~o~31!.:!H~X .£.115.2!£_ _J 
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THE HEINIE! 
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
SEND $1.00 
FOR 
BROCHURE 

RICHARD HEINIE PISTOLSMITH 
821 E. Adams, Havana, IL 62644 
Member American Plstolsmlths Guild 

F .. lloon c:lpl, SUI tori ppd.,ln 45& """'-Allo ~ -clp. 
... unipll wt1h SAS£. Scope m1I. tor 11-1, -14, ~ & .22'L 

.W Ful 11oon Bria Eltrlclor .W 
Buy direct from the lllll1UllCllnr. 

RANCH PRODUCTS 
P.O. IOI 145, llALINTA, OH 43535 

BRASS 
CATCHER ~~ 
a ttaches to 
your ha nd . 
not your g un. 

on1v s24ss 
ppd 
USA 

Catch ejected casings 
tram a utomatic handguns 
with the CATCH-ALL brass catcher. 
• saves time & money- eliminates 

searching for lost o r scattered brass 

• will not hinder shooting or ob st ruct sight 
picture 

• catch ejected casings from automatic 
handguns ( right handed ) 

AVAILABLE NOW! 
Ritle/Shotgun brass catcher 
Call tor intormation 

patent applied to r 

Place your order today' 
Call Department 206 TOLL FREE 

1-800-824-6853 
Visa and MasterCard accepted. 

No Risk 30-Day Moneyback Guarantee 

Catch-All Products. Dept. 206 
P.O. Box 2522. Eugene. OR 97402 
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Federal Ordnance Inc. 
I ,...--<:.:.~-:-- =5~ ~ ... __.:?! -;e. ~,o 

1'~ ~ .. ·~s>'. From one of 
11\f. ~~<?- 1 Americas oldest 
~6 "{ ~- surplus houses­

!, ~<?- .'2-~';~t\ / · _' FedOrd 's 

~
o \\ ~ ~- --:, 32 page 
~-~ Gazette 

,OOO's OF SURPLUS WEAPONS, ACCESSORIES 
AMMO, EDGED WEAPONS, ETC. 

Send S100 (currency or check) refund ed 
aqa inst first order to: 

FEDERAL ORDNANCE , INC. 
1443 Potrero Ave., DEPT. H 790 

So. El Monte, CA 917~~--

TYLER'S "T" GRIP 
SETT ER SHOOTI NG .. llllfll•• ... IJ 
wi th this improved 
co st Al uminum G r ip 
ADAPTOR. For Co lt . 
S & W ond Ruger D.A. 
Revo lvers. DURABLE, PRAC. 
TICAL- EA SY TO IN STALL . 
THR EE ATTRACTIVE FINISH CO LORS . 
POLISHED or BLACK $7.00; GOLD $7.50 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 
Du ra b le lig h t we ight ca st alum inum fo r Colts , S & W 
Ruger a nd o the r mode rn pi sto ls, r if les and sh o tg uns. 
POLISHED or BLACK $5 .50 '; GOLD FINISH $6 .00 

AT YO UR FAVO RI TE DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT. Send 
mo ke & model of gun. No C.0. D.'s pl ease. Add $1 .00 
fo r Shipping Cha rges. Fu ll y Gua ran teed . Genuine 
Stag-Wood & Synthetic Gun Grips & Accessories . 
Hand-made Leather Holsters & Belh J 

New! IVOREX® GUN GRIPS 
MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 

1326 w. Britton Rd . • Oklahoma Ci~y, Okla . 73114 
Call toll free 800·654·8415 Outside Oklahoma 

The Old Timer 
from Kirkpatrick 

Go back in time and reliv e hi story of the long 
cattledrives and gunfights of the 1800's. 

When ordering 
by mail: 
Specify waist 
size, gun 
make, bbl . 
length & 
caliber. 
Texas 
residents add 
Sales Tax. 
Add $4.00 shipping 
& handling. 
Dealers please Only $7 4.95. 
~~~r~3oo ror • Satisfaction 
catalog. . -.....; guaranteed. 

AMERICAN ~ALES\ MFG. 
BOX 677 LA{~EDO) TX 78042 

DIV. OF J. K. MFG ., JNC. 

SECURITY PRODUCTS 
LARGEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE! 

S E CURITY 
PRODUCTS 

And other 
Leading 
Brands . 

Call us before you buy! 

1-800-222-SAFE 
A.G. ENGLISH, INC. (1-800-222-7233) 

708 S. 12th St./Broken Arrow, OK 7401 2/(91B) 251 -3399 

made from 4 140 tool steel. Receivers are 
made in both 4 J 40 and l 7-4PH stainless. 

Other new parts from Caspian include 
a hjgh-ride grip safety that will fit frames 
cut for the Wil son beavertail grip safety, a 

hammer made by the electron discharge 
machin ing (EDM) process, and a light 
aluminum tri gger. For a fl yer showing all 
the parts ava il able, write Caspian Arms at 
14 North Main Street, Dept. AH, Hard­
wick, VT 05843. 

Eagle's Alpha Mags 
Hi gh capac ity Alpha-Mags for 1911 

pistols have been avail able for some time, 
but because part of the mag extended out 
of the g un butt , they have not been 
allowed in sanc ti o ned IPSC matches, 
which don ' t allow extension mags. 

The makers, Eagle International Inc., 
have ma naged to modi fy the des ign to 
wo rk with out ex tendin g from the gun . 
Ca ll ed the low-profil e mode l, the first 
ones will be 9-round capacity models in 
.45 AC P. As thi s is writt en , th e new 
design st ill has to be app roved by the 
IPSC regional directors , and I understand 
that samples have been provided to each 
RD . It seems ce rta in th ey w ill be 
approved, but it wouldn ' t hurt to check 
before ordering 10 or a dozen. 

Suggested retail is $3 1.95 . If they are 
approved as ex pected, I imagine that 10-
shot I Omm and lJ -shot .38 Supers won ' t 
be fa r be hind . For in for mati o n write 
Eagle International, Inc., 51 95 West 58th . 
Ave., Dept. AH, Arvada, CO 80002. 

Browning Pistol Vault 
Finally, to keep your expensive hand­

g un s and opt ica l equipment protected 
whj le travelling, Browning di stributes a 
high-quality hard case called the Pistol 
Va ul t. Meas urin g a pp rox im ate ly 
23x2 lx9", the case has a foam insert that 
can be custom fitted to your equipment. 

It 's made of some sort of modem mira­
cle product that Browning claims to be vir­
tually unbreakable. An 0-ring provides a 
pos itive seal; the case will float when fully 
loaded and is so airtight that a purge valve 
is fitted to the case to release air when ele­
va ti o n changes occ ur, such as in the 
unpressurized cargo hold of an airplane. 

The case can be locked with two pad­
locks (not included) and meets airline reg­
ul ations when locked. For the competitor 
travelling on the pro shooting circuit, or 
the handgun hunter bouncing around by 
fo ur whee l dri ve on rough, dusty back 
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roads, this case is good insurance that the 
equipment will arrive clean and undam­
aged. It 's also an ideal travell ing case for 
valuable cameras. For the location of your 
nearest Browning dealer write Browning, 
Dept. AH, Route One, ...... 
Morgan, UT 84050. '°' 
HUNTING 
Continued from page 40 

Some are so "European" in des ign and 
so specialized, they aren ' t much good for 
anythin g but exac tl y what they we re 
des igned for- UIT competition. A num­
ber of years ago in England I met a man­
ufacturer of a new target pistol who was 
looking fo r a U.S. distributor. The gun 
was obviously of very high quali ty and 
the price was right. 

I was on the ba it- bu t no t q u ite 
hooked . I s uggeste d severa l min or 
changes for an "American" model that I 
fe lt wo ul d make the gun fa r mo re 
saleable in the U.S. The manufac tu rer 
was insulted. His pistol was pe1fect as is 
and even the stupid Americans (that 's the 
way a very large number of Europeans 
think of us) could see that and would buy 
all the guns they could get. 

Si nce th e n the gun was tri ed and 
dropped by at least four importers and I 
thi nk the company is now out of business. 
In its original configuration it didn ' t stand 
a c ha nce he re, but w ith a c hange of 
stocks, different muzzle crown, higher 
magaz ine capaci ty and click-adjustable 
sights, it could have become a factor in 
the high-quality .22 market. 

And what is the ultimate plinker? I'd 
have to say my favori te is a water-cooled 
.50 caliber Browning in the AA mount. 

Whatever it takes- get out and do 
some shooting!- you owe it to yourself. 

Antelope Hunt 
If by chance you are thinking of an 

antelope hunt, it's not too late fo r New 
Mex ico . No li cense draw is req uired . 
Robe rt Wil son we lcomes hand gun 
hunters, (HBR 77, Box 224, Grendv ille, 
NM 88424) promises a good fair-chase 
fa ir-price hunt with decent bucks in the 
13" to 15" range. You will essentially be 
on your own on hi s ranch. If you need 
information in a hurry call him at (505) 
278-2700 before daylight ...... 
or after dark. '°' 

NOW! CLEAN PROFITS 
IN GUN CLEANING ... 

FRONTIER llETAL CLEANER 
Scientifically alloyed - It's one of the best • 
improvements In Gun Cleaning of the cen· 
tury. Removes rust with no harm to blue & 
deleads bores In seconds. Thousands of 
satisfied customers worldwide. Try it today. 

BIO 45 f'AONTl•A OUN SHOP 

~s?,~~.~g4%~11~a~!':11~~~ir~~ 7~~d. $3. 75 PPD 

$12.95 + $3.00 postage & handling 
Mich. residents + 4% sales tax 

BOB KRIEGER, INC. 
Master Gunsmith 

2271 Star Court. Rochester Hills. Ml 48309 
313 853-6171 

CUSTOM GRIPS, INC. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

PISTOL GRIPS 
IN GENUINE 

•STAG •IVORY •WOODS 
•IVORY POLYMER •WI-DTE PEARUI'E 

•PLASTIC •ETC 

Ajax Grips are available for most makes 
and models of handguns. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

AJAX CUSTOM 
GRIPS, INC. 

11311 STEMMONS FREEWAY, SUITE 5 
DALLAS, TEXAS75229 

(214) 241-6302 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL OUR 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 
1-800-527-7537 

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG­
REFUNDABLE WITH PURCHASE 
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What to 
Loolc for 
in a Grip 
Look for legendary strength, 
because only Pachmayr grips are 
made with steel inserts. Look for 
the ability to soak up recoil, 
because only Pachmayr gives 
you shock-absorbing Neoprene® 
rubber. Look for that classic 
good looking finish. that superb 
grip-ability that never varies in 
hot or cold weather-so it's a lot 
harder to j erk a gun from your 
grasp. And only Pachmayr has 
full wrap-around grips for semi­
auto pistols. In other words, 
look for that distinctive Pachmayr 
brass medallion. Your symbol for 
reliable service, the finest quality, 
superb value, and the grips you'll 
be proud to own! 

See your retailer or order 
direct. Call us toll-free at 1-800-
423-9704 (outside Calif. only; 

in Calif. call 1-8 18-357-7771) . 

~~ 
1875 S. Mountain Ave .. Dept.AH-7 

Monrovia, CA 91 01 6 
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Jim Garthwaite 
--PISTOLSMITH--
Route 2 • Box 31 O • Watsontown, PA 17n7 

(717) 538-1566 

Member American Plstolsmlth Gu/Id 

r ----------" Custom-made sunglasses ' 
I and prescription glasses. . . I 

Over 7,000 lens/frame I cont>inarions of prescription I 
I 

& non-prescription glasses I 
for less than you'd expect to 
pay for name-brands I I Speci•f lenses for llhoote111. Prescriplion glasses start I 
as low as $44.80 (no bifocals). We also have rrost name-1 brand sunglasses such as Ray-Bart>, VU1Jrnet", Hobie'", I 

• 
Military Issue andSerengelJO at big diacounta. Huge I 
inventory, replacement p.-ta, fast delivery & a money-

• 

backguarantee. We'vebeenaellingglHaeabymailfor I 
over 23 yearal Call o..- toll-free number weekdays for 

I 
a big FREE Discount Catalog with a Guide to Selecting I 
Sungl•aae•, or write to: HIDALGO, Inc. 

~
800-950-8086 Dept. AH, 45 La Buena V;;Jista 

Wimberley, TX 78676 ----------
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PRACTICAL PISTOL 
SERVICES 

High Quality-Reasonable Prices 

• Full Service Colt Auto Gunsmithing 
• Two Stage Compensator 

Systems Since 1985 
• M.B.T.S. Compensator Kits 

& We ll Widget Mag Wells ' 
• AR-15 Match Rifles & Modifications 
• M1A Trigger & Accuracy 

Work 

241 Washington Street 
Methuen, MA 01844 

508/688-4926 
Se n-d S . A . S . E . f o r pfl ce /1st 

· oealer Inquiries Invited 

WALLER 
NORWALK•CONNECTICUT•USA 

Waller Bags and Cases, 
created for shooters, are 
made in the USA and 
considered the fines t 
available. They have an 
Adjustable/Removal 
Interior Partition 
System. If dis­
pleased with any 
Waller product 
it will be re­
placed or your 
purchase 
price 
refunded. 

Waller 
Range Bag 
Colors : Black , 

Grey, Navy, Red 
Size : 

9 " Hxll " Wx26 " L 

•140.00 

Amex , Visa 
and MC accepted 

Call Toll Free, 1-800-8 74-BAGS or in CT 1·838-4083 
Send S2 .00 for catalogue 

W·WA LLER·&·SON·I NC 
l-i2 New Can;,ian Ave· Norwalk .Connertic ut 06850 

357/44 B & D 
CONVERSIONS 

S&W 27-28 -- Ruger 357-9mm 
TC Contender -- Ruger Red Hawk 

CUSTOM HANDGUN & RIFLE WORK 
BAIN I DAVIS 

307 E. Valley Blvd., san Gabriel, CA 91776 
(818) 573-4241 or (213) 283-7449 

(closed Sun. I Mon.) 

v.Tc Hi-GRiF?. 
BEAVERTAIL 

Fits A.LL Clark & Wilson 
Cut Frames 

• Features HIGHEST GRIP POSSIBLE 

•S.S.orBlue $ 3495 
• Replace your 

present Claik or 

' Wilson beavertail Free Shiff,fng 

,t~ w (211~~:1 
~ C.O.D. 

NTERNATiONAL ;;.::- IZl 
• 18056Led 'ntPl. •Stt svile OH44t36 _,, 

LEGISLATION 
Continued from page 24 

investigations required, the "home visit" 
approach to gun control, and you can see 
why working police don't relish the idea 
of more firearms bureaucracy. 

Patrick Purdy, the Stockton, California 
schoolyard murderer, obtained fireanns after 
clearing waiting periods. Criminals like 
Purdy are the very people these laws are 
designed to detect. Purdy had a list of felony 
arrests and a history of mental instability. 

Yet in every instance, the felonies were 
plea-bargained away by an indifferent judi­
cial system, and the dangerous mental con­
dition ignored. Common sense shows us 
that if Purdy had been incarcerated, the 
Stockton tragedy could have been averted. 

This incident could easily serve as a 
case history of anti-gun chicanery. The 
movement has reli ed upon emotional 
opportunity rather than cold, hard facts. 
By playing upon public sentiment as if it 
were a mu s ical in strument, firearms 
opponents have drawn attention to, and 
sometimes helped pass, irrational laws 
that do nothing to deter crime. 

In the aftermath, you and I have seen 
our constitutional rights reduced even 
more. It 's frightening to think that these 
re strictions originated in propaganda 
mills rather than as a result of serious , 
judicious thought. 

Rescind Gun Laws 
The public should ask the anti-gunners 

if they will agree to rescind such laws if 
they don ' t work and actively support true 
crime control measures. The fact that they 
continue to push for waiting periods in the 
wake of mounting violent crime in states 
like California show their true colors. 

The cure, of course, is tougher laws that 
deal with the criminals themselves. Until 
we begin to deal harshly with the outlaw 
element loose within our society, all other 
anti-crime actions, including gun laws, will 
amount to nothing more than a charade. 

We need more police, more judges, 
more prisons, and tough laws that put 
offenders in jail and keep them there. 

In s tead , public officials turn to 
firearms restrictions, which also cost mil­
lions and are proven to be ineffective. 

Yet gun laws generate favorable press 
coverage. So we're left with media influ­
ence working in favor of laws that don't 
work, and irrational emotion redesigning 
our constitutional rights. 

If the rational people in this nation don 't 
demand an end to this modem day fireanns 
inquisition, we will ultimately pay with our 
rights. We'll be left with criminals who ann 
themselves at will , while decent ...... 
people Live in fear. " 

J. Warren Cassidy is executive vice­
president of the National Rifle Associa­
tion of America. 
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PALADIN 
PRESS 

FINGERTIP FIREPOWER 

( 

NEW 
1.0. IN 
AA£RICA 

~···' ; ,_...~ 

B'l'ANONVMOUS 

RAGNAR BENSON - -HOMEMADE .... 
. . . . . . 

A RECIPE 
FOR SURVIVAL . . . . . . 

Pen Guns, Knives, and Bombs 
by John Minnery 

Criminals, saboteurs and secret agents have long known that the best disguised weapons 
are devised from the most familiar objects. That is why the common pen has been used 
for decades as a housing for concealed guns, knives and bombs. Compi led by the author 
of the infamous How To Kill series, Fingertip Firepower is loaded with information, anec­
dotes, photos and illustrations covering devious pen knives, hypodermic needle pens, "blow" 
pens that shoot poison darts, booby-trapped exploding pens and the many types of pen 
guns that have been developed over the years. A special section features rare assassination 
and E&E devices used by the Gestapo, OSS, SOE, CIA, Vietcong and other espionage, 
military and terrorist groups. S'h x 8'h, softcover, photos, illus., 120 pp. $12.00 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 
Over fifty 9- x 12- inch workmg ma­
chinists d rawmgs present step-by­
step construction for three different 
advanced firearm si lencers. Impro­
vised matenals and machining tech­
nrques are suggested. For enter­
ta inment and hisloricat pu rposes 
only. 9 x 12. soltcover. illus .. 72 pp. 

512.00 

NEW 1.D. IN AMERICA 
II/ant one more chance at life-with 
a ··clean slate?" Trade in your old 
identity for a new start. Here is a 
step-by-s tep gu ide to c reating a 
totally new you- wi th a bi rth cert ifi­
cate. passport . driver's license. So­
cial Securily number- all you need 
for breaking with your past. 51h x 81h. 
softcover. illus .. 120 pp. $15.00 

HOMEMADE C-4 
A Recipe for Survival 

by RJ~n.i r BC' lhOll 

Survivors know that the day may 
come when they need someth ing 
more potent than dynamite For 
blowing bridges. shattenng steel 
and derailing tanks. they need C-
4 But 11 is not available in the 
U S . so find out how to make your 
own by fo llowing Ragnar's step­
by-step 1nstruc t1 ons For mforma­
t10n purposes o nly. 5 '.? x B'h . 
softcover. photos. 56 pp $12.00 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES 
How lo Make Yo ur Own 

by Seymour Leeker 
From a former top explosives expert 
wi th the Israeli Army comes a man­
ual that presents ten simple yet 
powerful form ulas for explosives 
and incendiaries that give the basis 
for making bombs. booby traps and 
mines. Learn to obtain or make the 
needed chemicals. or get substitutes. 
For in formation only! 51h x 81h, soft-

IJU '•t..\>"i l.lft• 

l'(l\iT:irniii SI·: 
PIS'l'Ol,S 

11'~1 
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POWERHOUSE PISTOLS 
The Colt ·1911 and 

Browning Hi-Power Sourcebook 
by Duncan Lo ng 

The two greatest auto pistols ever 
invented and their inventor are the 
focus o f Long's latest book: John 
Moses Browning's Colt 19 11 and 
Browning Hi-Power. Inc ludes de­
sign . specs. test results. and spin­
o ffs. B'h x 11 , softcover. photos. 
152 pp $19.95 

MACHINE GUNS 
A Pictorial, Tactical, and 

Practica l History 
by Jim rho 111p,o n 

Every th ing you ever wanted to 
know about machine guns. fro m 
the c lassic models o f World Wars 
I and II to co ntempora ry stan­
dards. Hundreds of photos. spec 

1-..--..+-----i charts and historical anecdotes 
highlight the text. as well as info 
on how to own one and much 

c:;=:;--~ mo re. 8 1
t;> x 11, hardcover. 269 
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pho los. illus .. 248 pp . $39.95 

POOL CUES, BEER BOTTLES, 
AND BASEBALL BATS 

Animal's Guide to Improvised 
Weapons for Self-Defense 

and Survival 
by Mark "Animal" Mac Young 

Would you admit to getting your 
ass kicked with a hairbrush? Ani­
mal would. because as a seasoRed 
veteran o f streetf ighting, he knows 
1t can happen . Learn to pick up 
damn near anything and use it to 
survive. S 1h x B'h. softcover. illus .. 
152 op. $12.00 

BE YOUR OWN EQUALIZER 
How to Fight the System and Win 

by Victor San1o ro 

Th< 

RUGIER .22 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

ll•nclucl / i"larl\ ll M•r ll M 
Serio -

DUNCAl'I L01'16 

THE RUGER .n AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
Standard/ Mark I/Marl< II Series 

by Duncan Long 
Here is the defin it ive book about 
the pistol that has served more than 
a million owners so well. Exploded 
diag rams show how to field-strip 
and reassemble with a minimum of 
fuss. and photos ittustrate varia­
tions. modi fications and accessories 
for one of the most popular .22 
automatics ever made. 51h x 81h, 
softcover. photos. illus., 168 pp. 

$12.00 

GET EVEN 
The Comple1c Book o f Dirly Tricks 
A hilarious overview ol the methods 
people use to gel even with big busi­
ness. govemrnen1 and ene1rnes 
More soph1s11catcd and involved 
1ncks arc included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mal ia members 
and pol1 t1cat di rt y tncks\ers Ov r 80 
sections present dlfty tri cks rang 111g 
from 1hes1mple to lheelabora1 e For 
entcrtammcnr only' 5 x 8 . hard­
cover . 208 pp $17.95 

HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 

Insider's Guide lo Consumer Credit 
by Bob I l.1mmond 

In this sequel 10 his best-sel ling 
book. Credit Secrets. Hammond 
describes the deceptive web spun 
by the powerf u l c redi t bureau 
syndicate and tells how to get a 
copy of your credit report . interpret 
it and then force the bureaus to 
wipe the sla te clean Get back on 
solid financ ial ground for good 5 1h 
x 8 1h. softcover. 136 pp $12.00 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by )di Cooper 

...,...,,._...,, __ _, cover. illus., 80 pp. $10.00 

All men are not created equal in 
America. Be Your Own Equalizer 
is !or take-charge people who want 
to c reate their own opporturnlles. 
Read this book and learn how to 
work the ang les so you will gel the 
job and salary you wanl , command 
the respect you deserve and hold 
on to what's rightfully yours. 51h x 
811. sofl cover. 104 pp. $10.00 

Combat mind-set. proper sighting 
tact ica l residen tial arch itec tu re. 
nuclear war - these are some o f the 
rr.any su b1ects explo red by Jeff 
Cooper 1n this 1llus1rated anthology 
The author also discusses vanous 
arms. f1gh11ng skills and the impor­
tance of knowing how to defend 
onesel f. and onc·s honor. in our 
rapidly changing world. 5'h x 81

'., 

hardc0ver. illus. 384 pp $26.00 

Other Fascinating Titles 
THE TERRIFYING THREE: IMPROVISED RADIO DETONATION 

Uzi, INGRAM, AND INTRATEC TECHNIQUES . .. .. . .• .• .• .•. $1 0.00 
WfAPONS FAMILIES ••.•.• $20.00 AR-15/ Ml 6 SUPER 

RUGER 1022 EXOTIC SYSTEMS ..... ...... .•. •.•. •.. $19 .9S 
WEAPONS SYSTEM •••. ... $16.00 SURVIVAL! A MANUAL 

DEADLY BREW .•. .•. ••.•. .... $ 8.00 THAT COULD SAVE 
AK-47: THE COMPLETE YOUR LIFE. ••.•. •. . ..• .. •. .. $14.00 

KALASHNIKOV FAMILY OF THE MINl-14 . . .•. •. •.•. .•. • $10.00 

ASSAULT RIFLES .. . .. ..• .•. $14.00 SWITCHBLADE .. .. . ..•. •... . • $1 0.00 
COMBAT REVOLVERS .•.••• $16.95 WORLD'S DfADLIEST RIMFIRE 

MODERN SNIPER RIFLES .. $16 .95 8ATILEGUNS . . .. ...•. •.. ... $14.00 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Bnuldcr, CO 8030& • (303) 443-7250 

r--------------------, 
t 

PALADIN PRESS ~ Call TOLL FREE ;., , n ed;t c.ud oule<s: 
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DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

BUEHLER PISTOL MOUNT 

Introducing a different BUEHLER MOUNT-M83. In­
stalls without drilling or tapping . For calibecs up 
through .357 Mag. Available in silver or black finish . 
M83 Mounts available for Smith & Wesson , Dan 
Wesson , Colt and Ruger. 

Send for Free Brochure 45H or call 
415-254-3201 

MAYNARD P. BUEHLER, lnc.-ORINDA, CA 94563 

SIG-220,225,226 & 228 • Beretta 92F & 92FC • Glock 17 & 19 

THE LEATHER ARSENAL SURPRISE SPECIAL 

• 
:II 
c 

~ 27549 Middleton Rd., Dept AH3 cc 
ti) Middleton, Idaho 83644 ~ ... 
Ill 

(208) 585-6212 -0 u = CXI 
UI 

0 Massad Ayoob on Leather Arsenal products: 

ei "The custom gunleather produced by Elmer McEvoy at Leather • 
Arsenal is second to none! - Massad Ayoob 

E Inside the pants concealment holster designed to set extra low for en 
0 Ro 
0 good concealment . :E 
> 

The top band is metal lined to hold its shape for easy gun reholstering . 
• Sight Rails • 2 Belt Loops to Resist Holster Movement 

co 
0 • One Way Snaps for Security 3 
~ 

Holster, Plain Tan - s33oo Add s400 for shipping 3 - Ill-
0 Magazine Pouch - s1500 
0 Phone Orders Welcome - C.O.D. Visa and MC Accepted Ro 

"' If you have any questions don 't hesitate to call New S & W 
4516. 3913. 3914 

UI 

Send s100 for brochure and ordering inlormation. 

• Taurus 92 & 99 

THE DILLON RL 1050 
$895.95 
Includes 
Electric 
Case 
feeder, 
Dies and 
Powder 
Measure 

The Dillon RL1050 
has been in produc­
tion for just over a year 
now, and the re­
sponse has been tre­
mendous. The re­
views by both gun 
writers and high vol­
ume shooters have 
been damn near 
embarassing in their 
praise of the R L1050. 

The RL1050 
had its origin in 
the requests of 
manycustomers for a 
press with a higher 
capacity than 
the well known 

• Browning Hi Power 

Dillon RL550B, yet without the high price tag of 
other commercial reloaders. 

The RL 1050 is capable of production rates in ex: 
cess of 1300 rounds per hour! As Ross Seyfried 
said of the R L 1050 in Guns & Ammo Magazine , 
'the loading speed and raw power olthis machine 
are products of its design, it's generally more than 
we need, but never less than we want' . 

Priced at $895.00, complete with dies, the Dil­
lon RL 1050 reloads most popular pistol calibers 

and .223 rifle. 

ORDER NOW 
Call us TOLL FREE. A member of 
our staff will be glad to take your 
order. Please have your Visa or 
Master Card ready when you call. If 
you prefer, we will ship C. 0 . D. cash 
with no extra C.0.D. charg~. 

all Toll Free: 1-800-421-
7632. In Arizona 602-948-8009. 

Free Catalog: Catalog and newsletter member­
ship. Pleasewrite. 

llon 
recision 

Products, Inc. · 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

• 

DUELLING 
Continued.fi·om page 65 

About 1790 the trigger spur was intro­
duced. T hi s hookl i kc projection was 
either added to or incorporated onto the 
t r igger guard when it was made. The 
shooter coiled his middle finger around it 
taughtening his fingers, thereby achieving 
the effect of a fi ller, without the disadvan­
tage of great bulk. 

Following the introduction of the spurred 
trigger guard, a similar device directed to 
achieving a better grip on the pistol 
appeared. This was the saw handle butt. 

In this we have the origin of the fitted 
gri p and the palm rest. Such grips were 
particu larly popular in Ireland. 

The wood of the grip came back over 
the web of the hand thereby making 
movement within the grip less likely, 
wh ilst a swelling at the bottom of the grip 
ach ieved a sim i lar resu l t from below. If 
there was any looseness in the hand it 
was taken up by the use of the trigger 
guard spur. 

It was with such a pistol by Tatham 
and Egg that Lord Camelford was shot by 
Mr. Best in 1804. From it, via the Conti­
nent, one can also trace the ancestry of 
the modern Free Pistol used in bullseye 
matches today. 

One could produce many more exam­
ples relating to the external appearance of 
the pistols. Some of these, such as Man­
ton 's slab sided grips, probably did assist 
the shooter by helping h im to align him­
sel f and h is pistol consistent ly. 

Good chequering was as important in 
1785 as it is today. Again the flat sighting 
base, offered by either the octagonal 
(introduced by Twigg) or Nocksform 
shape of barrel, must have been of assis­
tance to shooters. 

As in every trade there were the unin­
spired and the optim istic and sometimes 
the effects of the so called improvements 
were illusory. 

Pistol Weight 
One entirel y understandable change, 

which has been repeated in modern times, 
is unendi ng increases in the weight of the 
pistol. There is no doubt that for target 
shooting, within reason, such increases 
will improve accuracy. But even for tar­
get use there must be a limit. 

Many gunmakers fo ll owed Joseph 
Manton 's example and increased weight; 
some did so to such an extent that it was 
counterproductive. ft is entirely under­
standable that a purchaser should think of 
tight groups rather than quick shots. 

The later gunmakers lost sight of the 
fact that all that needed to be done was to 
place a fast shot in an area I 5x30 inches at 
12 paces. To do this, they produced pistols 
capable of hitting drawing pins at the same 
distance. If the expression is not unfortu­
nate, this was overkill to a great degree. 
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Successful quick shooting with such 
weapons necessitated frequent practice. 
With hindsight we can see th at the use of 
what were really target weapons was a 
mistake. However, this did not stop 
some very good shooting being done 
with them. 

Likewise we remember that although 
some service pistols may be very accu­
rate , to pursue accuracy too far can 
impair their reliability. 

'"'Secret Rilling" 
The earlier barrels were light and not 

des igned for accuracy, but the changes 
went too far the other way. The new style 
pistols were as accurate as a modern pis­
tol. 

The increased weig ht meant the 
duelist had to train more or risk slowness. 
As the pistol duel became establi shed, the 
gunmakers produced specialized weapons 
for it. 

Some even went outside the rules. The 
best example of this was the introduction 
of "secret rifling." 

In British duels, rifling was forb idden 
in a duelling pistol , but in this form it was 
hard to detect. Either the rifling started 
well away from the muzzle and so was 
not visible by ordinary examination. 
Alternatively it was scratch rifling , so 
fine that it too was nearly invisible. 

At the distances involved this cannot 
have made the slightest difference to the 
flight of the ball. Nonetheless, it leaves a 
nasty taste of cheating from an institution 
wh ich was meant to be about honour. 

Locks And Ignition 
Improvement in the quality of gun­

powder available had allowed barrels to 
be of more manageable lengths, though 
one will encounter duelling pistols wi th 
12 inch barrels or longer. 

Even so, the trade was well aware of 
the need for faster ignition . This was as 
important to shotgun users as to pistol 
shots , and the resulting lock improve­
ments are parallel in the two weapons. Its 
pursuit cont inued from the inception of 
the earli est transitional duelling pistols 
through to the percussion era. 

Griffin appreciated its importance and 
introduced the roller on the pan cover of 
the flintlock. Before long the roller was 
transferred to the frissen spring, speeding 
the act ion of the lock even further. 

Nock 's false breech was a great inter­
nal advance. Finally John Manton real­
ized that if the force of the explosion of 
the priming could be brought to the cen­
tre of the main charge by the shortest 
route, ignition would be even faster. 

This produced the fastest of the flint­
locks, which was very nearly as fast to 
fire as the newly invented percussion 
system. 

Percussion ignition had been intro­
duced in Britain by a Scottish minister, 
the Rev. Alexander Forsyth. 

To start w ith , the system was not 

much used for duelling pistols, but gradu­
ally as it was perfected, it was adopted. 
By the 1820s it had almost completely 
superseded the flintlock. 

Many varieties of lock were produced, 
but when the copper cap was introduced, 
ignition, as opposed to reloading, was as 
fast as that in a modern revolver. 
Although this change was to be as funda­
mental as any in gunmaking, it caused lit­
tle alteration to the pistol apart from the 
lock and the breech end of the barrel. 

Sights 
Although some would say that 

duelling pistols did not get proper sights 
until 1890s , when Gas tinn e Renette 

equipped Walter Winans and his contem­
poraries, sights of a kind had been fitted 
since the 1770s. 

These, with few exceptions, were of a 
very basic nature. Some were confined to 
foresights, as for a shotgun, though lower 
and longer. Others were a very low bar 
with a U or V shaped indentation in it. 
inlet into a dovetail. 

Lateral adjustment was by tapping the 
sight. Vertical adjustment necessitated a 
higher or lower bar. Primitive, the reader 
may think, but only marginally different 
to those pictured in Himmelwright's Pis­
tol and Revolver (1904), or those used by 
Walter Winans at Sisley in the 1890s. 

What is the lesson in relation to 

Quality that's 
right on 
target! 

Give it your best shot 
with Impact factory new 
ammunition from 3-D! 

JO 

Time and time again, 3-D Impact ammuni­
tion hits the mark for consistency, accuracy 
and reliability. That's because every round 
is made to exacting standards and must 
pass the most stringent inspections before 
leaving the 3-D plant. 

There's an Impact round for most every 
popular firearm, including semi-automatic 
ammo for 45, 380, 9mm and 10mm caliber 
handguns, and ammo for 38's, 357's, and 44's. 

For quality factory-new 
ammunition at a competitive price, 
ask your nearest dealer for 3-D. 

3-D Ammunition 
and Bullets 
112 Plum, P.O . Box J 
Doniphan, NE 68832 
In Nebr. call : (402) 845-2285 
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sights? Gastinne Renette did not intro­
duce click sights, but merely enlarged the 
bright metal foresight to make it easier 
for the shooter to see it. 

(Winans, of course, duelled in a pale 
blue coat rather than the traditional black, 

·but wise men did not fight him!) 
McGivern , who always swore that he 

used his click sights no matter how fast 
he was shooting, followed the same line 
by enlarging foresights. Perhaps part of 
their secrets lay in a combination of 
amazing speed of hand and eye and the 
instinct method. One thing is certain, and 
that is that both of them would have been 
very dangerous opponents without sights 
at all. 

It is probably fair to say the earliest 
duelists were nearer to using their pistols 
as they should have been used, i.e . as 
combat weapons, and that as the accuracy 
of the duelling/target pistol increased the 
technique was adapted to its form. 

The shooting demanded of the target 
shooter of those days was probably much 
more directed to that needed for the duel 
than anything followed today. Evidence is 
scarce, but my illustration of Mardon 's 
Shooting Gallery in 1824 gives us a valu­
able insight into the disciplines of the 
period. Sadly the artist could not draw 
pistols, or we might know even more. As 
well as a figure target, akin to the metal 
Duke of Wellington target used by 

MAXI-WELL• MAXI-COMP• MINI-COMP 

ED BROWN PRODUCTS 

• Route 2, BOX 2922 • Perry, MO 63462 
Phone <314> 565-3261 

MEMBER AMERICAN PISTOLSMITHS GUILD 
send 51.00 For catalog 

Patent No. 4,829,906 

PIN GRABBERSrM 
GAME GRABBERSrM 

TURBO GRABBERSrM 
SUPERIOR COMPETITION, SELF DEFENSE, 
HUNTING , LAW ENFORCEMENT AMMO 

DELIVERS INSTANT MAXIMUM ENERGY 

~ Ill] Dealers inqui re in writing with signed copy of FFL 

KASWER Custom, Inc. 13 Surrey Dr, Brookfield, CT 06804 

(203) 775-0564 Fax: (203)775-6872 

JIM HOAG 
CUSTOM PISTOLSMITH 
8523CANOGAAVE. UN/T C 

CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
(818) 998-1510 

Machjnegun Parts - $3.00 
Just $3.00 gen you our 36 page PRODUCT PACKED 
1990 Catalog jammed page after page of Ports for 
UZI, AK/ AKS, H A K , AR-1 S/M-16, or ANY other type 
Auaull Rine or Machlnegun, Also Included Is our 
famous Specially Ammo. and Legislative lrtol 

Rhino Replacement ~aria 
PO lox 669, Seneca, SC 29679 

(803) 1112-07111 

ACCURIZING 
. BUSHING 

Replaces Standard T/C Bushing to Tighten 
Barrel to Frame Lock Up. The Ad1ustable 
Shur-Loe Bushing Improves Accuracy • Reduces 
Headspace • Reduces Vert ical Stm)gmg 
• Easy to Instal l 

$19.95 Pl us Postage & Hand li ng $1.00 

CARONE RESEARCH 

f 1 19 Fulton St. . Dansville. N Y 144 37 
.YISAJ (800) 729-5880 [M.CJ 

Gastinne Renette until the 1960s and in 
paper form today, there is a normal round 
bull, and a round bull divided vertically, 
the last clearly to improve one's horizon­
tal line for duel ling. 

We know that at least John and Joseph 
Manton had their own shooting ranges, 
and there were probably others. 

Gronow gives us some information 
here. Few of his passages are more amus­
ing than when he reveals Joe Manton 's 
opinion (surely in breach of professional 
confidence) that Lord Byron was not 
nearly as good a shot as he considered 
himself. It was in Manton's Davies Street 
Gallery that the poet confided to Joseph 
Manton that he thought himself to be the 
best shot in London. 

"No my Lord", replied Manton , "not 
the best; but your shooting today was 
respectable". Whereupon Byron waxed 
wroth, and left the shop in a violent 
passion. 

Gronow goes on to list the noblemen 
who participated in competition at the 
gallery in 1814. The list includes Lord 
Yarmouth, later to become Lord Hertford. 
In passing it is related how on one occa­
sion Gronow, whom Manton always 
backed to win, hit the wafer nineteen 
times out of twenty. In Paris, in 1822, he 
also was a frequent visitor at le Page's 
gallery. There Gronow hit a chalk spot 
on a picture of a Cossack 40 times out of 
40 at 20 paces, in duelling time. 

A famous duelist, against whom 
Gronow had been warned (lest he tried to 
provoke Gronow to a duel) shrieked out, 
"Tonne re de Dieu, c" est magnifique!" 
when he saw the shooting. After that the 
two dined together and were firm friends. 

It will be seen that Gronow, like Ger­
ard, was not one to hide his light, but he 
must have been an amazing shot. These 
men were the elite of Society who took 
their shooting extremely seriously. 

What of the requirements of the ordi­
nary gentleman who might become 
involved in a duel? The day had not yet 
arrived when even outstanding pistol 
shots of proven reputation could refuse to 
fight, as Captain Ross was to do in later 
years. The answer was to train and train 
and train. 

Rigorous Practice 
Few would-be shooters of today 

would face the "Method of Practice" set 
by A Traveller for his pupils as advised in 
The Art of Duelling (1836). 

First he had obtain his set of duelling 
pistols. In 1836 they must have cost him 
anything between 30 and 100 guineas. 

Having selected his range with a high 
wall or bank behind it to catch balls 
which missed the cast iron backstop 
which he had erected, he must blacken 
the backstop with lampblack. 

Then he must obtain white wafers 
(paper labels used for sealing envelopes) 
and set two dozen of these in three rows 

Continued on page 109 
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Classified ads $.75 per word per insertion. ($.60 per word-per insertion for 3 or more) including 
name and address (20 word minimum). Minimum charge $15.00. Bold words add $.40 per 
word. Copy and rerun orders must be accompanied by PAYMENT IN ADVANCE. NO 
AGENCY DISCOUNTS ON LISTING OR DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All 
ads must be received with advance payment BY NO LATER THAN THE 25th of each month. 
EXAMPLE: Closing for Nov/Dec 1990 issue (on sale October 5) is July 25th. Ads received after 
closing will appear in the following issue. Please type or print clearly. PLEASE NOTE*** NO 
PROOFS WILL BE FURNISHED. Include name, address, post office, zip code, city and 
state as counted words. Abbreviations count as one word each. Mail to AMERICAN HANDGUN­
NER MAGAZINE, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, California 92108. NOTE: WE 
NOW HAVE DISPLAY CLASSIFIED ADS IN BOTH AMERICAN HANDGUNNER AND 
GUNS MAGAZINE. ASK FOR OUR NEW RATE CARD 

COPY DEADLINES 

GUNS AMERCIAN 
MAGAZINE HANDGUNNER 

ISSUE DEADLINE ON ·SALE ISSUE 

JAN SEP 25 DEC l JAN/ FEB 

FEB OCT25 JAN l 

MAR NOV25 FEB l MAR/ APR 

APR DEC 25 MARl 

MAY JAN 25 APR l MAY/JUN 

JUNE FEB 25 MAYl 

JULY MAR25 JUNE l JULY/AUG 

AUG APR25 JULY l 

SEPT MAY 25 AUG l SEPT/ OCT 

OCT JUNE 25 SEPT 1 

NOV JULY 25 OCTl NOV/ DEC 
DEC AUG25 . NOV l 

ACCESSORIES 

Concealed Weapon License Identification Badge. Finest qual­
ity, made to order with your license number. Catalog l<~rce. 
Seven Seas, POB 3906, Dept. 45, Apollo Beach, FL 33570. Ph. 
813-645-2621. 

AITENTION SHOOTERS X-RING PRECISION CAST­
ING COMPANY has extremely hard cast bullets in 9mm,38/ 
357, .44 and .45; We also stock professionally remanufactured 
ammunition in 9mm, .38 special , .357 magnum, .44 magnum, 
. 45 acp and .223 Remington with lead or jacketed bullets. For 
more information ca ll or write: P.O. Box 1357, Sedona, Ari­
zona 86336 (602)282-1499. 

REFINISHING HANDGUNS - Satin hard chrome or 
nickel, $60 w/FFL, includes assembly. Black parkerize, mas­
ter blue, 24K gold, black anodize. Reasonable rates, excellent 
quality. Two week service. CHECKMATE GUNS, 8232 
Shaw Rd. , Brooksville, FL 34602, 904-799-5774. 

NEW! PRO-TARGET HAS ARRTVED. PORTABLE, LIGHT­
WEIGHT PRECISION TARGET, STANDS WITH FOAM­
CORE BACKBOARDS. PRO-I 4' TALL $69.95, PRO-II 6.5' 
TALL $89.95. MCNISA, FACTORY DIRECT + $5.95 S.IH, 
FREE INFO. PRO-TARGET, P 0 BOX 455AH, MONT­
CLAlR, CA 91763. 

TWO-LOCK GUN SAFE. HEAVY DUTY 12 gau!e STEEL 

~tiE'~f'FoRiE:'.:sv·A1E6ltlrio1uCTeui'ock~o~~ 
rity. MONEYBACK GUARANTEE. SEND $49.00: NIGHT 
HOLSTER INC., P.O. BOX 21278, Indianapolis, IN 46221. 

CLIP-LOADERS for .22 Ruger MK! and MK2, Huntsman, 
Woodsman, Challenger, Buckmark, Hi-Standard, Lightning, 
a lso a loader for S& W 41 and 422, send $3.95 plus $.85 S&H. 
AMT -22 MAGNUM OWNERS we have a loading aid for 
you, send $4.95 plus $.85 S&H to: CLIP-LOADER INC., 
5906 S.E. Lloyd St., Milwaukie, OR 97222. 

ONCE-FIRED BRASS- pistol & rifle. New also. Licensed ex­
porter. Send SASE for price list. Cheyenne Brass, PO Box 
5254, Cheyenne, WY 82009 (307-634-8072). 

"MUGGED?" Obtain concealed weapons in your state while 
you still can! Send SASE: Weapons, 8270 SW Sorrento, Beav­
erton, OR 97005. 

Attention l.P.S.C. Shooters, Major and Minor Power Factor 
Chart 175 & 180, 120 & 130. Plastic laminated, easy to read. 
Make chonograpning easy and at"Curate. Sena $5.95 to: L. 
CARL ENTERPRISES, RR.#3, CAVAN, ONT. CANADA 
LOA !CO. 

Build your own Turbo type brass tumbler for less than $20.00. 
Simple step.by-step iru;tructions with pictures, guides you 
thru each step. Complete material list also supplied. Clean 
brass fast and effectively. Save dollars doing it yourself. Send 
$7.95 plus LA. S.A.S.E. to: Tumbler, PO Box 3168,Jasper, Al­
abama 35501. Or Send $29.95 plus $2.00 S&H. For complete 
instructional video. Follow your instructor step-by-step as he 
builds a fast cleaning brass tumbler for under $20.00. 

Moving target systems. Reciprocating, horiwntal , 15' travel. 
Sets- up anywhere in minutes. Free details, send stamped e n­
velope to: Euco Welding, 1315 Middlebury St. , Elkhart, IN 
46516. 

RELOADERS! Make your own"Brass Tumbler" for under 
$30.00. For complete plans and instructions send $5.00 to: 
P.M. Specialties, P.O. Box 932, Norco, Calif. 91760. 

GENUINE MOTHER OF PEARL HANDGUN GRIPS 45 
auto. Colt 380, Mustang, S & W J , etc. Exotic fancy grain 
ebony wood for 45 auto, S & W J ,K,N frames, Ruger Black­
hawk, super blackhawk, Eisley, Mark [I with thumbrest , 
LAR t::,TJ"izz.ly 45 win-mag. Also avai lable in selected models in 
buffalo horn and black ebony. Try our new 3-finger groove 
wrap around in exotic ebony handcrafted for 45 auto and S & 
W J , K,N. Send $2 for colored brochure. Dealers welcome. NA­
VIDREX ENTERPRISES, 545 N. Hoover Ave #2, Los Ange­
les, CA 90004. 

AMMUNITION 

.38 SPECIAL RELOADED AMMUNITION- Remanufac­
tured us ing fully automated equipme nt. 158 gr. SWC 
$87.00M-148 gr. WC $85.00M. reloading since 1974. MPS Co., 
1441 W.JohnSt., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 

9/mm brass, once fired. Gov. 400 rounds $25.00. Chesapeake 
Gun Works, 6644 lndian River Rd, Va. Beach, VA 23464. 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMUNITION: BEEHIVE, MUL­
TLPLEX, tracers, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HO­
RIZONS UNLIMITED, 9208 Kingston Pike, Suite 195, 
Dept. AH, Knox vi lie, TN 37922. 

TRACERS, reload your own (as described in the Dec. issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.) Military type, red, green, white or 
amber burning tracer, any caliber. Step by step instructions. 
Includes detailed drawings, bullet preparation, reloading in­
structions, $5.00: T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept. SOF, Hunting­
ton Beach, CA 92647 . 

SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P., Incendiary, H.E. ammo, 12 Ga. 
Flares, ThermiU!ISmoke Grenades and many others. SASE 
for free list. T. Tyler, Box 2700H, Dept SOF, Huntington 
Beach, CA 9264 7. 

ACE AMMO, QUALITY RELOADS 38 SPEC $4.50, BOX/50, 
45 ACP $7 BOX/50. WE CAN LOAD YOUR BRASS. 1-800-
833-2400, CAW'ORNIA 1-916-221-1952. 

Melt up to 300 lbs. oflead in 15 min. using wood for fuel in the 
furnace built with our plans. Pla ns, $5.00. N.S.T., P.O. Box 
5364, Valdosta, CA 31603-5364. 

BOOKS 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, latest pistol carrying, purchasing, 
etc .. regulations for all states and FEDERAL GUN LAWS. 
Both booklet;; $6.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
$6.00. Schlesinger, Department E., P.O. Box 882, New York, 
NY 10150. 

1990 AMERICAN HANDGUNNER ANNUAL. This year's 
exciting look at the handguns.Includes: Massad Ayoob's"Auto 
vs. Revolver for self-defense", travel back in time with Col. 
Charles Askins and meet the biggest names in handt.'Unning. 
Mark Hampton looks at the best guns for handgun hunting 
and much more. Send $6.95 postpaid to: HANDGUNNER 
ANNUAL, Dept. HGA-H07, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 
200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

SHOOT A HANDGUN reveals the expert's way to use your 
handguns safely, effectively and within the law. Learn how 
and where to shoot, firearms responsibility, what ammunition 
to purchase, and more. Special chapter on defensive pistol 
shooting, plus a glossary of handgun terms. Only $10.95 post­
paid. (CA Residents. add 7-'1•% sales tax) GUN BOOKS, 
Dept.SH-H07, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, 
CA92!08. 
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1990 GUNS ANNUAL AVAILABLE NOW! This year's an­
nual includes: Mas.sad Ayoob's perspectives on the lOmm, Jim 
Fender'swfhe Facts and Fantasies about Assault Rifles." A 
Catalog Section which includes a reference of currently man­
ufactun:,.>(f handguns, rifles and shotguns, complete with spec­
ifications and prices. To order your's send $6.95 ix>stpaid to: 
GUNS ANNUAL, Dept. GA-H07, PO Box 16025, San Diego, 
CA92116. 

MASTER TlPS By Jon Winokur The best shooters in the 
business teach you step-by-step mastery of the techniques 
that made them wi nners. For your copy, Send $13.45 Postpaid 
(CA Residents add 7-'1•% sales tax) to: GUNS BOOKS, Dept. 
MT-H07, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 
92108. 

POKER BOOKS: FREE:"TEN WINNING TIPS" by poker 
profes.,ional Andy Nelson. Become a BIG winner! Send SASE 
to: IMPACT, Box 12356, Boulder, CO 80303. 

NEW CATALOG every two months! New books on weap­
onry, revenge and dozens of other s ub1·ects! Send $1.00 for 50-
page catalog describing over 300 tit es. PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-9GAT, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

Gun Silencers/Noise suppressor. Complete how too booklet: 
Five easy steps to complete information on Silencers and sup­
pressors. Plans, Diabrrams, Specification and Sources~ .. Just 
send $29.95 to: Diamond Distributors, P.O. Box 991 , Hono­
lulu, Hawaii 96808. 

"~'!REARMS LAWS" DON'T END UP BREAKING A LAW 
YOU WEREN'T AWARE OF!! BE SMART AND LEARN 
YOUR LAWS' COMPLETE 250-PAGES ALL 50 STATES 
INCLUDING LOCAL ORDINANCES $19.95-"INFORMA­
TION INTERNATIONAL", 5 WELSTEAD PLACE, DEPT-
22, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14613. 

"THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK" IS AVAILABLE AGAIN! 
$22, postpaid. Barricade Books, BOX 1401.J. Secaucus, NJ 
07096. 

ATTENTION - GOVERNMENT HOMES from $1 (u-repair). 
~~~n(Wffi~~~ax property. Repossessions. 1-602-838-8885 

THE HAYDUKE SILENCER BOOK: QUICK AND 
DIRTY HOMEMADE SILENCERS- These simple, effec­
tive silencer designs can be made right at your kitchen table 
with common items found around the house. Includes instruc­
tions on legal registration. For information only . Send 
$15.50ppd to: Paladin Press, P.O. Box 1307-0GAK, Boulder, 
Cclorado 80306. (303)443-7250. 

ATTENTION - HIRING! Government jobs - your area. Many 
immediate openings without waiting lis t or test $17 1840 -
$69,485. CALL 1-602-838-8885 EXT. R9748. 

PIPES, TOBACCO, CIGARS, ACCESSORl.ES. Over 50,000 
pipes in stock. FREE 32 page color catalog. Call Carey's Smo­
keshop Toll Free 1-800-99BRIAR. 

BOOK CATALOG FREE. Overcome worry. Solve mating 
problems THE ~'AM1LY BOOKSHELF, 1210 17th Ave., 
South Milwaukee, WI 53172. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

JOURNEYMAN CREDENTIALS granted legi timate! Wri te: 
National Craftsman Union, 210 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1102, 
New York, NY 10010. 

EXPERIENCED SALES REPS WANTED FOR EX­
PANDING HOLSTER COMPANY. TOP COMMISSIONS 
FOR AMBITIOUS INDIVIDUAL. REPLY TO: FURY HOLS­
TERS REPS, 1915-IBTH STREET, NIAGARA FALLS, NY 
14305. 

SECRET LOANS! We lend money by mail- $300 to $5000 in 
absolute privacy. Borrow for any good reason. No co-signers. 
No mortgages. Write for details and application - no obliga­
tion. Financial Services, Dept. L, Drawer 1883, Alabaster, Al­
abama 35007-1883. Enclose envelope! 

EARN EXTRA INCOME!!! Our company offer legal and legit­
imate ways to earn as mush as you can. For more information, 
send a SASE to: Profits, Box 277, Verbena, Alabama 36091-
0277. 

LEARN GOLD, SILV ER, PLATINUM, SCRAP RECY­
CLING BUSINESS. $75,000 YEAR POSSIBLE. SPARE 
TIME. EASY! FREE INFORMATION: RECYCLING, BOX 
11216-GH, RENO, NV 89510-1216. 

I have what you need! You can really do it! Get anything you 
want out of life. Send $3.00 for complete information. Shadco, 
Box 148-AH, Oak City, Utah 84649. 

The 1990 GUN LAW HANDBOOK covers fFL application 
procedure, required dealer records, gun show sales, imix>rting/ 
exporting guns, postal regulations, gun collector licens ing, 
gunsmithing, crossing state borders, more. $4.95 Postpaid 
First Class. Unconditional money back guarantee. Free direc­
tory of 170 gun, ammunition and accessory manufacturers 
with order. lsgo-AHI , POB 24490, San Diego, CA 92124. 

Power Earnings! $400.00 daily wholesaling automobiles 
without investment! All new, NO GIMMICKS! Details $2.00: 
SMITH, Box 2085, Titusville, FL 32781. 

A NEW IDEA! Call National Idea Center of Washington D.C. 
free info - 1-800-247-6600, Ext 124. Come see the fuvention 
Store!! 

$20,000.00 Yearly as a part time gun dealer. No gimmicks. 
My method works! Send SASE: FIREARMS, 8270 SW Sor­
rento, Beaverton, OR 97005. 
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"MAKE MONEY" GET A FEDERAL FIREARMS LI­
CENSE!!! START AN EXCITING AND PROFITABLE 
BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN!"GET DEALERS MAKE 
MONEY" COMPLETE INFORMATION, OFFICIAL 
FORMS, STEP BY STEP FOR SUCCESS!"GUARANTEED" 
$7.95-" INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CONCEPTS", 5 
WELSTEAD PLACE, DEPT-18, ROCHESTER, NY 14613. 

BEST FFL LICENSE KIT!!! Professional Gun Dealer Kit 
gives you EVERYTHING you need! License Forms, Regula­
tions, Professional Advice, Hundreds of Wholesalers and 
Phones! MONEYBACK GUARANTEED' $4.95: SHOOT­
ERS GUNSHOP, P.O. Box 379-H, Hopwood, PA 15445. 

BECOME FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! 
Complete forms/instructions $5.00."Starting Your Own Gun 
Business" (packed with information for your success) $4.95. 
License guaranteed or full refund! All above $7.95. Metro, 
Drawer2267-SC, Sun City, AZ 85372. 

BECOME A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER! Official 
forms, latest BATF instructions. Wholesale sources. License 
guaranteed or full refund! $5.00. Monarch, Box 1416-EM, El 
Mirage, AZ 85335. 

$339.00 WEEKLY POSSIBLE assembling our products from 
home. Learn How. Amazing recorded message reveals details, 
call anytime (914)289-1136 Ext. CM L 

Earn extra $$ at home. Home businesses information packet. 
RUSH $LOO + SASE: J&K Publishing, 21202 120th PL SE 
#300, Kent, WA 9803L 

DEALER-DISTRIBUTOR MAGAZINE. Money-making Oir 
portunities Worldwide. Latest Issue $LOO. Interstate Enter­
prises, Drawer 19689-AHD, Houston, TX 77224. 

Licensed Firearms Dealer Application Kit. Dealer Supply 
Catalog. DEALER-DISTRIBUTOR MAGAZINE $5.00. lnter­
state Enterprises, Drawer 19689-AH, Houston, TX 77224. 

GET PAID for mailing letters! $200.00 daily. WPAASE, TJ7, 
161 Lincoln Way, North Aurora, IL 60542. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or exist­
ing small business. Grants/loans to $500,000 yearly. Free re­
corded message: 707-448-0270. (JR3). 

MONEY AVAILABLE' 1st and 2nd Mortgages. Business and 
Personal Loans, Credit Cards, Grants. Regardless of past 
credit history. Check us out with the Better Business Bureau, 
Lancaster, PA We Want Your Business. 717-531-1025, Ext. 
139. 

COLLECTORS 

EMBLEMS & INSIGNIA 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS-DECALS-PINS. 
Free catalog/Quotes. Highest Quality. Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices. Rush Sketch. STADilJAH. 61 Jane Street. N.Y.C. 
10014. (212)929-2293. 

GUNS HATS! Show your friends that you're a GUNS Team 
Member. Each hat features: Bright orange logo, sand colored 
cap; polyester frontJMesh back. Only $5.95 + 7-1/4% sales tax 
for Calif. Residents. Send LO: GUNS HATS, 591 Cammo de la 
Reina, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92108. 

Also available ... GUNS Team member pins and patches. Now, 
you can also get your own GUNS Team member pin for only 
$2.50 + $LOO shipping & handling ... Or, a GUNS Team mem­
ber patch for only $3.50 + $LOO shipping & Handling. Send 
To: GUNS PINS, 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 200, San 
Diego, CA 92108. 

FIREWORKS 

Salutes and Cannon crackers home made. The Best! Simple 
easy method, my secrets revealed. Stamp: Browns Diversified, 
POB 6, Paragon, Indiana 46166. 

FIREWORKS. WE SHIP TO YOUR DOOR LOW PRICES. 
BOTTLE ROCKETS AS LOW AS $.99 A GROSS. CATA­
LOGS AND INFO CALL NOW 1-900-USA-1776. 

FIREWORKS: Firecrackers, Bottle Rockets, Roman Can­
dles, Sky Rockets, and much more. For Wholesale price list 
send $LOO: Klassic Fireworks, P.O. Box 142, Middlefield, 
Conn. 06455-0142. 

Suocessful and expanding British Shooting magazine seeks 
development capital for major launch in USA. Equity avail­
able. Call 01144 494 432151, (Fax 01144 494 727454). 

CHERRYBOMBS, M-70'S, M-90'S, M-lOO'S BUZZBOMBS, 
CANNON & TlME FUSE, PULL & ELECTRIC JG NITERS, 
STARS 1/4'"1'0 l ", FIREWORK CHEMICALS, ETC. CATA­
LOGUE $5. REFUNDABLE lST ORDER CAPITOL FIRE­
WORKS, 1805 WEST MONROE, SPRINGFIELD, IL 62704. 

SILVER-TUBE SA.LlITES, M-SO'S, CHERRY BOMBS, 
EXPLOSIVE"B" and other fireworks T-Shirts, printed in 
full color and on AMERICAN made garments are available 
from: THUNDER & LIGHTNING, DEPT. R, P.O. Box 257, 
Deer Park, N. Y. 11729. Write for FREE catalog. 

FOR SALE 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED! 
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 
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"GUN LAWS" ALL 50 STATE AND LOCAL FIREARMS 
LA WS!'!"GUARANTEED" $14.95-"DENCO ENTER­
PRISES", BOX 40383, DEPT-14, ROCHESTER, NY 14604. 

lS lT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 THROUGH 
THE US. GOVERNMENT' GET THE FACTS TODAY! 
CALL 1-708-742-1142 EXT. 6279. 

GUN PARTS 

GUNS FOR SALE 

ANYONE CAN BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER'!! 
EVERYTHING NECESSARY TO START YOUR BUSl­
NESS!"GUARANTEED" $3.95-"DENCO ENTERPRISES", 
BOX40383, DEPT-12, ROCHERSTER, NY 14604. 

GUNSMITH I NG 

GUNSMITHING LA'IHES -milling machines-tools. New 
catalog $LOO: Blue Ridge Machinery and Tools, P.O. Box 536-
N, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-562-3538. 

PISTOLSMI'IH Triple chamber HIGH-COMP installed on 
your gun $225 complete. All work highest quality. Stainless 
steel grips for Colt auto $40. Catalog $L Randall Thompson, 
654 Lela PL, Grand Jct., CO 81504. 

Custom Handguns for street or competition 45 Auto and S& W 
Revolvers. S&W Armored School certified revolver and auto. 
Free Brochure: Karl Sokol, Chestnut Mountain Sports, 65 So. 
Main St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373, 413-655-4647. 

Learn 'State of the Art' Gunsmithing in the pleasant climate 
of central Arizona. Modem program teaches full spectrum 
skills including modem and advanced technology. Approved 
by Veterans Administration and Vocational Rehabilitation. 
Contact Registrar, Yavapai College, 1100 East Sheldon, Pres­
cott, AZ 86301 or (602)445-7300 or toll free in Ariwna 1-800-
992-6787. 

GUNSMITHS, RELOADERS, ARBO Brass and steel pin 
punches. Special Brass and Nylon Mallet, accessories. Thou­
sands in use. Dealers welcome. Free information. Write: 
ARBO Precision, 1661 S. Walnut, Broken Arrow, OK 74012. 

PISTOLSMITH NEEDED Minimum three years experi­
ence building and customizing 1911 pistols and operating en­
gine lathes and milling machines. No phone caLLS please. 
Send Resume to: GUNSMITH (SAM), 420 West Main Street , 
Geneseo, IL 61254. 

INSTRUCTION 

Hand-to-Hand Combat - Hard hitting thirteen page man­
ual of vital points combat plus beautiful two color lithograph 
certificate from American Fighting Arts Academy with your 
name. Send $20.00 Cash or M.O. + $2.00 S.H. to: Mr. Vito, 
446 Hackensack Street, Carlstadt, NJ 07072. · 

Basic Investigation Training. Diploma program offered by 
Lion Investigation Academy, a licensed institution. Write 
Lion Investigation Academy, 3161 Shakespeare Rd., Bethle­
hem, PA 18017 for brochure. Lion Investigation Academy is a 
division of American Detective Agency. No salesman will call. 

NEW POLICE REVOLVER FIRST MAJOR COMBAT AD­
VANTAGE SINCE 1905. FREE INFORMATION FOR 
HANDGUN EXECUTIVES, ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS, 
GUNSMITHS, ENTREPRENEURS, ETC. SEND LARGE 
SASE TODAY! JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES, PO BOX 
147, METHUEN, MASS01844. 

"BASIC HANDGUN" New release. All new video instruc­
tional video, covers home defense. Personal defense carry 
guns. Pros and cons of auto vs revolver competition shooting, 
reloading and a lot more. If you love handguns, you'll love this. 
Send $29.95 plus $2.00 S&H to:"Basic Handgun Video", P.O. 
Box 3168, Jasper, AL 3550L 

FULL-AUTO BB GUN: 3,000 rpm, 850 psi, rugged metal de­
sign. Build it yourself, easily and inexpensively. FREE de­
tails. P & P Publications, P.O. Box 725295, Dept. FMG, At­
lanta, GA 30339. 

Free list of publications. Improvised weapons, explosives, sur­
vival, etc. Camo. P.O. Box 3355, Bryan, TX 77805. 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

UNIQUE CUTLERY OUR SPECIALTY We carry all 
brands and types of cutlery, firearms and necessories. CUT­
LERY KING tm, P.O. Box 464419, Lawrenceville, GA 30246. 
1-800-634-6205/Local 925-9086. 

KNIVES NEW '89 Models, Largest Selections, Lowest Prices 
Anywhere, AG. Russell, Al Mar, Boker, Browning, Buck, 
Case, Cold Steel, Coleman Western, DMT, Eye Brand, E7.e 
Lap, Frost, Gerber, Kabar, Kershaw, Lakota, Lansky, Leath­
erman, Old Timer, Puma, Queen, Remington, Schrade, Spy­
derco, Taylor, Tenka, Uncle Henry, United, Victorimox, Win­
chester, Wyoming, Kitchen Cutlery, CATALOG $2.00, 
FOREIGN $5.00 TAR HEEL CUTLERY, P.O. BOX 12819-
AH, WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 27117. 

SWISS TYPE ARMY KNIFE: Precision quality, all stainless 
knife. 12 tools in one. Ideal for Fisherman, Hunter, Handy­
man. Send $8.95 Ppd. NATIONAL CONSUMERS SALES, 
Cedar Hill Road, Box 1199, Hopewell, N.Y. 12533. 

MILITARIA 

1940 German 3rd Reich (WW2) Collection liquidation lists. 
Send $2 (Cash!) to:"RZM", PF/POB 1244, 5143 WASSEN­
BERG, W. GERMANY. 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

ATTENTION- GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES 
from $100. Fords, Meroedes, Corvettes, Chevys. Surplus Buy­
ers Guide. 1-602-838-8885 EXT. A9748. 

NEW 1990 GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. Buy 
Weapon, Jeeps, Trucks, Computers, Camping Equipment and 
More! Over 900,000 items available. (Satisfaction Guaran­
teed) $5.00. SURPLUS, Dept. AHl , P.O. Box 1600, Everett, 
WA 98204-1600. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

STUN GUNS -TEAR GAS. For self defense only. Protect your 
family. Free information. Spectrum, Box 727-AE, Grayslake, 
lL60030. 

SHORT-RUN CUSTOM BELT BUCKLES WITH YOUR 
LOGO MY SPECIALTY SOLID SANDCAST SILICON 
BRONZE ALL HAND FINISHED. BUCKLES BY MIKE, 
1225 MANZANITA, DEPT. AH, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029. 

KNUCKS- Genuine brass paperweights, not cheap alumi­
num, same day delivery $7.95 prepaid: Matthews Police Suir 
ply, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

BULLET PROOF VEST- Class II-A Keviar soft body armor. 
Will defeat the .45 ACP, .357 mag. 9mm, 00 Buck and knife 
attack. Tested at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds by the US. 
Government Edgewood Arsenal. Front and back protector 
$175.00. Side panels: $35.00 per set. Sized S, M, L, XL: MPS 
Co. , 1441 West John St., Matthews, NC 28105. (704)847-8793. 
Established 1970. 

CHEWING-SMOKING Tobacco'! Do you Chew-Smoke? Free 
samples - Twist, Snuff, Pipe . Guaranteed satisfaction: FRED 
STOKER & SONS, Dresden, Tennessee 38225. 

WATCH REPLICAS! WATCH REPLICAS! LOWEST 
PRICES GUARANTEED NATIONWIDE! WARRANTY! 
EXACT WEIGHT & COLOR! 18KT GOLDPLATED! 
CALL! WATCH REPLICAS! (404) 963-3USA WATCH 
REPLICAS! 

CRlMEFIGHTERS Send $2. for illustrated catalog: B-PEC, 
Dept 4290, Box 7638, Sunnymead, CA 92303. 

Springfield Armory representatives will attend most major 
pistol and rifle competitions during the 1990 season, includ­
ing: Steel Challenge, USPSA Three Gun Championship, 
Bianchi Cup, Camp Perry National Matches, USPSA Nation­
als and lPSC World Shoot. NOTE: Standard retail and dealer 
prioes in effect at Camp Perry. Call (309)944-5631. 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS America's number one, all new, 
information newsletter. Each issue is jam packed with infor­
mation and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surveil­
lance street survival, interrogation, undercover, executive 
protection, terrorism, criminal investigations and civil litiga­
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, confidential 
reports and hard to find information. Send for free copy today. 
INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 13575-AH, Martinique, Chino 
Hills, CA 91709. 

Certificate of Expert .45 Cal Sub Machine Gun. Suitable for 
framing. Great Gag' Prepared in YOUR Name. Send $4.95 to: 
~;~~ ~l!Oo~.1000 Nevada Hwy, Suite #203, Boulder City, Ne-

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportuni­
ties.Secret hiding places. Revenge techniques. New identity. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-HG, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 

Cable TV converters and descramblers! Zenith, Tocom, Ham­
lin, Oak, Scientific Atlanta, Zenith. NEW: Video tape des­
cramblers, eliminates the color loss, only $79.95. Free catalog. 
GCN, 1032 Irving St. , Suite #109-E, S.F. , CA 94122. NO CA 
SALES 415-566-9688. 

POWERFUL EXPLOSIVES from common fertilizer. For in­
structions send $LOO and stamped envelope to: Chem-Ex De­
velopment, Box 0945H, Gadsden, AL 35902. 

INSURANCE TO HIGH? Lower your premiums without low­
ering your coverage with your insurance company. Save 
money on home, fire, auto and life. Little facts you should 
know can save you money. Send $3.95 plus LA-SASE to: In­
surance, PO Box 3168, Jasper, Alabama 3550 L 

NCITTCE! YOU CAN STUFF YOUR MAILBOX with Hand­
gun Catalogs. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send $3.00: GUN­
SOURCE, 3037 Audrey Drive, Gastonia, NC 28054. 

Mauser Broomhandle Shooters. New bolt hold open device, al­
lows loading loose rounds. No stripper clips needed. Faster, 
better. $4.95 postpaid. B-Mark Machine, Box 7053A, Bis­
mark, ND 58502. 

SWISS WATCH REPLICAS! #1 USA WHOLESALER! 
EXACT DETAILS, 18KT GOLDPLA TED! WARRANTY! 
PROMOTIONAL LABORDAY SPECIAL! LIMITED 
TIME OFFER! ORDER! CALL! (404)963-3USA. 

LOOKING FOR A TOOL? Over 500 U.S. tools. Lifetime War­
ranty. Now order direct for rock bottom prices! New catalog 
$2.00 (refundable). POST TOOLS, 40 Nelon, Silver Bay, MN 
55614. 
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SPECIAL PURPOSE AMM UN ITION: BEEHIVE. MULIT­
PLEX tracers, bird bombs. Send $1.00 for catalog to: HORI­
ZONS UNLIMJTED, 9208 Kingston Pike # 195, Dept. AH . 
Knoxvi lle, TN 37922. 

Easy work! Excellent pay! Assemble products at home. Call 
for information 504-64 1-8003 Ext 2721. (Open 7 days). 

POLICE EQUIPMENT 

LAW ENFORCEMENT badge and pateh collectors send $1 
for list or $8.00 for 12 monthly lists. Baird, Dept 4390, Box 
7638, Sunnymead, CA 92303. 

SP ECIAL P RICES SECOND CHANCE and other PO­
LICE PRODUCTS: Crimina l Justice/Security personnel 
only (verified )! Send long SASE for products list ing or call 
(309)755-055 1. Department.a l Bid requests accepted. Police 
Offi cer ow ne d /operated. ASLET ME MBE R. F IR E· 
ARMS/SELF DEFENSE CONSULTANTS, BOX 873(A), 
East Moline, IL61244. 

INVESTIGATION·· SECURITY MONEYMAKING OP­
PORTUNITIES: Begi nners and profess.ionals needed. News­
letter/Directory $2.00."Nationa l License Guidebook" $14.95. 
POB 6303(AH J, Corpus Christi. Texas 78466. 

Confidential cal.:'llog for police and investigation equipment. 
!PEC, Dept. 4390, P.O. Box 7638. Morcaso, Calif. 92303. 

BODY ARMOR SPECIALS PERSONAL- TACTICAL­
MILITARY- Models. N. I.J . Approved Levels, llA- ll- lllA- W­
IV. "VERffIABLE" Law Enforcement & Security Offi cers 
CALLN.P.O.S. INC. 1-800-359-0861. 

REAL ESTATE 

West Texas Beauti fu l Road front.age, one acre lots $895 tot.al 
price. $25 down, $25 per month. Five acres $3200, $39 down, 
$39 monthly. Both with no interest. AZTLAN CO .. 2313 Mon­
Uina, El Paso, TX 79903 915-532-5263. 

WANTED TO PURCHASE 

Inventions, Ideas, technolob'Y wanted by one of America's 
leading invention submiss ion firms to be presented to indus­
try. Call free 1-800-288-!DEA. 

WANTED INDOOR RANGE, looking to relocate, interested 
in buying facil ity in eastern US. Send details: 11 Maple Ave, 
Hampton Bays, NY 11 946. 

Co11ti1111edfi·om page I 06 

upon the iron plate. After retiring to 14 or 
15 paces he must pick them off regularly, 
one after the other. 

The following instructions arc then 
given for the first stage of his training; 

I) Never hes itate more than two or 
three seconds before firing, for unless a 
man/ires quickly, he l?e\'erfires well. 

2) Endeavor to raise rhe pistol in a 
line with the object. 

3) Do not hold the pistol too tightly; 
for if grasped very tightly the hand trem­
bles. 

4) Fix the forefinger inside the guard. 
and lay it loosely against the trigger. 

5) When the trigger is pulled, move 
only the knuckle joint. and that not more 
than necessary, lest the motion disturb 
the muscles of the hand and arm and 
shake the pistol. 

A ··Young Practitioner" is advised to 
get up and pick off five or six dozen 
wafers in this way every morning before 
breakfast; and in three months, if a clever 
fellow, he will become quite au fair. 

Later we arc enjoined: 
··To acquire the habit of firing briskly 

is of the greatest importance. Young per­
sons should be cautious by their over 
anxiety to hit the mark, that they are not 
led into a slow. slovenly, hesitating way 

of firing. 
"Unti l a man can cu lp 12 wafers, at 14 

yards, in six minutes, loading the pistol 
himself between each discharge. I do not 
consider him profic ient in pisto l prac­
tice." 

Then we are told of the devices which 
the rea lly serio us due list, the author, 
equipped himself with in preparation for 
any chance encounter, both of them ideal 
systems for the learning to control match 
nerves. 

Simulated Duelling 
The first was to counter-act the lack of 

influence. 
O ne cou ld cont inue to cons ider the 

instructions in this and other works . 
There is no doubt, making allowance for 
the state of development of the single 
barre ll ed muzz le loading weapon , that 
our ancestors both understood it and per­
formed great feats with it. 

Gronow shot sparrows at the Tower of 
London, Ross his hundred starli ngs; the 
latter on the wing. 

In the 1870s Command ing Officers 
setting out for outposts of Empire and 
their wars wou ld lament that the standard 
of pistol shooting in their commands had 

1t ?- 3 .. 

An early sliding primer ignition percussion duelling pistol made by Forsyth in 
1823 for the Earl of Fife. 

confidence which even an expert fencer 
might feel when fac ing an opponent's 
blade instead of the buttoned foil. 

A cone shaped spring was fixed to a 
metal p late , and the rapier blade was 
inserted into the top of the spring. The 
device was then fixed to the wall and " A 
Traveller" would fence with it. 

" Frequently for an hour at a time I 
have stood before it with my foil, thrust­
ing, parrying, and keeping it constantly in 
motion." 

Such perseverance produced an even 
more attract ive method of practicing for a 
pistol duel. A wooden figure target was 
prepared. with a strong bracket attached 
to the shoulder. The pistol was tied to the 
bracket with leather straps. 

The pistol was loaded with powder 
and wadding. A copper wire went from 
the trigger to a piece of whipcord and the 
duelist retired 12 yards. The cord was 
then tied firmly around the shooter ' s 
waist. 

When all was ready the firer drew him­
self up, raised his pistol , and as he was 
about to fire leant backwards; thereby fir­
ing both pistols almost simultaneously. 

The author knew some trainees who 
took some months to overcome their 
nerves at being fired at , but considered 
that "constant practice would overcome it 
sooner or later." 

Emphasis used to be placed upon the 
making of interruptions during practice 
shoots for would-be internationals. Per­
haps the coaches should consider simu­
lated gunfire like th is as a steadying 

decl ined from those duelling days. 
Probably expertise with the pistol has 

never been, and never wil l be, greater 
than in the days of duelling. Assuredly 
our ancestors were truly great pistol 
shots, and their ways teach us much. 

My last lines are of their couragc­
"bottom" as they would have called it. A 
Traveller sums it up. 

Having instructed on questions of 
stance for taking (and receiving) the shot, 
he continues that if the pupi l is hit he 
shou ld submit to the examination of the 
surgeon, and: 

"I cannot impress upon an individual 
too strong ly, the propriety of remaining 
perfectly calm and collected when hit: he 
must not allow himself to be alarmed or 
confused, but summoning up all his reso­
lution, treat the matter coolly; and if he 
dies go off with as good grace as possi­
ble." (The italics are mine.) 

Perhaps we can learn something, too, 
from the words of Cecil, as he fell dying 
from Stacpole's ball. Cecil's last gasp 
betrays the intensely brave, Devil-may­
care attitude of those times and the men 
who fought in them: 

''By George, ...... 
I' ve missed him." " 

Acknowledgements 
I record my thanks to those who hal'e 

supplied or permitted me to take pho­
tographs of their pieces. For the most 
part they go unacknowledged, sal'e that 
when they see my photographs they will 
know of my t;ratitude. 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER • JULY/ AUGUST 1990 109 



INDUSl'RY INSIDER 
CAMERON HOPKINS 

·. 

LIES, DAMN LIES AND MAGAZINES: 
WHO IS FELLING YOU l'HE l'RUTH? 

C 
o lt Firearm s has been so ld by 
Co lt Indu s tri es to th e ne wl y 
fo rm ed Colt ' s Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. for $ 100 million. 

The State o f Connecti cut joined w ith a 
group of in ves tors and 1,000 striking Colt 
workers to consummate the deal. 

The purchase price cons isted of $50 
million in cash and $50 million in assump­
tion of debt. In 1986 Smith & Wesson was 
sold fo r $ 11 2 million in cash. 

The State owns 47% of the new Co lt , 
a much hi gher percentage than had been 
prev iously specul ated , by putting up $25 
million in cash. The new company's first 
o ffi cia l ac t was to cut a check fo r $ 10 
million in back pay for the striking work­
ers who had been out since 1986. 

And anothe r of the new Colt 's fres h 
dec is ions was to ann ounce th at it w ill 
1101 sell "assault rifles" to c iv ilians. How­
ever, Colt -,,viii sell a sporting version o f 
the AR- 15 to sportsmen. 

When pressed to define "sporting ver­
sion," a Co lt spokes man sa id the sani ­
tized model would be identical to an AR-
15 except fo r a 5-shot magaz ine and no 
bayonet lug. 

Befo re yo u wagg le yo ur fin ger too 
sharpl y at the Army's Beretta pi sto ls fo r 
" s lide fa ilu re," cons ider th e venera ble 
Mode l of 19 11-A I. Onl y one slide con­
formed to Government specifications out 
o f a random testing o f 229 Government 
Model slides pulled from 13,000 in stock 
at Anni ston Arm y De pot, acco rdin g to 
government documents. Only one! 

The s lides we re suppli ed by e ight 
m a nufac ture rs durin g Wo rld Wa r II 
including Ithaca, Remington and Colt. 

"The inspection results at Anni ston are 
so extraordinary in these dimension fa il­
ures as to make any attempt to ex plain 
thi s by poss ibl e SQAP (Suppl eme nt a l 
Qua lity Contro l Ass urance Procedure) 
diffe rences very unpersuas ive," the gov­
ernment report scoffs . 

The right index finger of Ha11dgunner 
Co mpe titi ons Editor Ro b Lea th am is 
worth one milli on do llars . Rob recentl y 
signed a I 0 year contract with Springfield 
Armory to represent the forward-thinking 
lllinois gunmaker in matches, trade shows 
and other promotional venues. 

Rob te rmin ated hi s assoc iati on w ith 
Wilson 's Gun Shop and agreed to shoot 
co mpe titi o n pi s tol s m o difi e d by th e 
Springfield Custom Shop as part of hi s 
seven-digit compensation . 

Bill Wil son sa id , " We rea ll y wi sh 

Robby good luck. He's been a good friend 
over the years and it 's great to see him 
move up and sign the first milli on do ll ar 
contract. He's a great competitor and no 
one deserves this more than Robby." 

" The Gun Th at Ate C inc inn ati " is 
what Massad Ayoob called a monstrous 
fo ur-pound .38 Spec ial revolver shot by 
John Pride in th e Bi anchi C up severa l 
years ago. Knowing that the spirit of P.T. 
Barnum walks amon g us, John is now 
offerin g thi s L-frame tent-peg-dri ver as 
the "John Pride Limited Editi on Acti on 
M as te r" whi ch th e adve rti s in g hoop la 
proc la im s " .. . w ill g ive compe tit o rs in 
NRA Acti on, Bianchi Cup and bowling 
pin shootin g a state-of-the-art handgun 
that is match ready right out o f the box." 

For onl y $ 1,295 , you too can own a 
S& W Model 686 th at we ighs 4 lbs., 2 
ozs., full y customi zed by noted custom 
revo lv e rsmith Bill Davis . Ru s h yo ur 
o rde r to guarantee de li ve ry o r th e gun 
w ith John Pride's port ra it and signature 
etched on the sideplate. Ca ll B ill Dav is at 
(9 16) 369-6789 for more in formation. 

Wow, yo u fo lk s sure got s tirred up 
over J.D. Jones' ' ·Saga of a Mode l 625" 
in las t issue's Handg un Hunting column. 
I haven ' t received such a fl ood of reader 
mail on any one article since a couple of 
years ago when the Bo ilershop Boys led a 
pack of letter writers to toss brickbats at 
Massad Ayoob for killing an impala with 
hi s four-inch .44 Magnum . 

Yo u can see a fe w of th e many 625 
letters we received in the Speak Out col­
umn beg inning on page 7. But I ' d a lso 
like to sha re Kin g wood, Texas, reade r 
James D. Conyers' lette r with you here 
because it brings up a di sturbing po int. 

C on ye rs re m a rk s in c redul o us ly. 
"Will wonders never cease. Finally. do 
we, the shooting public. have a gun writ­
er who has the guts to raise hell and tell 
it like it is . Bravo and congratulatio11s ." 

It bothers me to see that the credibility 
o f firearms periodi cals has degenerated to 
the point that it 's expected fo r a writer to 
fluff a gun. According to a think-pi ece in 
Th e Washington Post, ·· ... gun magazines 
tend to be shill s o f the gun companies." 

Ifs disturbing to think that some readers 
don 't recognize that American Handgunner 
is di fferent- we really do tell it like it is! 

It was he re, in 1978, that you read 
Massad Ayoob 's de finiti ve piece on the 
problem-pl ag ued S& W Model 59 th at 
was subsequentl y re -des igned based in 
part on the what American Hane/gunner 

pointed out. 
In these pages were the Army"s prob­

lems with Beretta sli des reported. a story 
th at only thi s magaz ine had th e testos ­
terone to stand by. 

A few iss ues ago, American Ha11d­
g11n11er c ritic ized Bill Ruger 's ca ll fo r a 
ban on hi gh-capac it y magaz ines. Even 
the RA's American Rifleman refu sed to 
touch th at hot potato because, accord ing 
to a n N RA in s ide r. " Ruger spends a 
quarte r-milli on a yea r with us on ads .. . 
we ca 11 ·1 na il him on the magaz ines, as 
much as we'd like to ." 

We hones tl y re po rted on th e tri gge r 
problems of the Colt Double Eagle. prob­
lems that were fi xed with a factory recall. 
It has been suggested that our plans to pub-
1 is h o ur c riti ca l a rti c le on th e Do ubl e 
Eagle 's unsafe trigger prompted the recall. 

On the other hand , l quite understand 
The Post's point- most other gun maga­
zines are lackeys fo r the gun companies . 

And it 's no t necessa ril y a maile r of 
A m erica n Ha 11 dg un 11 er's ha rd- hitt ing 
exposes. Li ke the old PR adage goes, .. Bad 
press is better than no press ." ' Adverti sers 
get steamed because we don't say anything. 

T hi s is a tru e s to ry- a g unm akcr 
whined th at it was cancelling its en tire 
adverti sing sched ule because it had been 
·· 1otally ignored editorially." 

T he com pa ny in qu es ti on th en can­
celled about $54,000 worth of adverti s ing 
because American Hane/gunner re fu sed to 
sell out our readers and compromise our 
editori al integrity. 

But o th e r magaz ines were th e re to 
brown-nose these hombres, fi guring you 
readers are dumb enough to believe that 
junk guns arc good guns if they just te ll 
yo u often enough. The re was th at s li ck 
cove r p ic ture o f E l C heapo's new 
blaster- along with that juicy ad ! 

A read e r s h o uld loo k a t w ha t we 
don't write about too . What's wrong wi th 
thi s picture? Why are all the other maga­
zines fa wning over El Cheapo Guns with 
page a ft er page of hype? Wh y do these 
money-grubbing magaz ines sell you out 
with all thi s fanfare over a shoddy clone 
of a name-brand gun? I ' II tell you why­
El Chcapo 's pricey ads. 

Then look in American Ha11dg u1111er 
fo r what isn 't there. No flu ff-p iece on the 
Taco M ag num an d- w ho wo ul d ' ve 
guessed?- no El Cheapo ads e ither! 

Conversely, I 'm glad to see that many 
compani es still apprec iate a fair rev iew of 
the ir products. Smith & Wesson didn 't 
cancel the ir ads because of J.D. 's hatchet 
job on the ir 625 . 

S& W and many other gun makers are 
savvy enough to know that a credibl e gun 
magaz ine att rac ts serious shooters, and 
seri ous shoote rs are- fo rg ive a pun­
the target audience of their adverti sing. 

Keep th e fa ith , g uys .We st ill ca re 
about ethi cal journali sm and you' ll fin d it 
ri ght he re in every iss ue of American 
Hane/gunner. That 's ...... 
a promise! ~ 
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• Easy operation. Just tum it on and 
start shooting for most common 
operation modes. 

• Automatically selects shot 
detection and stop plate switch 
operations. Par time available 
on shot and stop plate modes. 

• Bold LCD display and touch pad 
controls on top of unit provide 
convenient viewing/operation. 

• Features low-freguency buzzer or 
optional high-frequency buzzer. 

• Lightweight custom-molded 
housing with clear dust cover 
top seals out contamination. 

• Coupling jack for man-on-man 
or remote start. 

• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery 
in easy access compartment. 

All this performance for only 
$225.00. 

ProThch'M Chronograph 
•Portable easy to set-up on table or 

standard camera tripod. Indoor/ 
outdoor capability. 

• Records number of shots, velocity 
from shot-to-shot without 
resetting, and average velocity 
per shot string. 

• Provides direct velocity readouts 
from 75 to 4500 fps with accuracy 
to 1/ 2%. 

• Large LCD display for positive 
viewing from firing position. 
Display includes low battery 
indicator. 

• Diffuser hoods included to assist 
built-in skyscreens on bright days. 

• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 
• Optional remote control allows 

resetting for number of shots and 
average velocity from up to 20 ft. 

Now only $129.95. 

ProThch'M CLASSIC 
Chronograph 
•The classic down-range sensor 

features full-function readout at 
shooting position. 

•Easy set-up and operation for 
indoor/ outdoor use. Pre-assembled 
sensors mount on standard 
camera tripod. 

• Displays high and low velocities, 
extreme spread, standard 
deviation, average velocity, 
shot number and average shot 
velocities. 

• 75 to 4500 fps velocity range with 
accuracy to within 1 / 2 % . 

• Memory stores up to 24 shots, 
calculates up to 211 shots. 

• Edit function allows removal of 
unwanted velocities from shot 
string. 

IC Competition Electronics, Inc. 
2542 Point O' Woods Rockford, IL 61111 

• 'true, standard deviation. 
• Large LCD display with low battery 

indicator. 
• Powered by 9-volt alkaline battery. 
• Diffuser hoods included for bright 

days. 

Complete, ready-to·use at just 
$189.95. 

ProTNT'M 
• All the outstanding features of our 

ProTimer III and ProTach CLASSIC 
combined in one economical unit. 

• It 's your best value for the ultimate 
in precision, reliable performance. 

Only $325.00. 

All of our products feature ... 
• 30 day money-back guarantee 
• One year limited warranty 
• 5 day turnaround service policy 

ORDER NOW! 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-222-3845. 
Visa, MasterCard and COD accepted. 
Illinois residents add 6-1/4% sales 
tax. Add $4.50 for shipping and 
handling. Certified check or money 
order by mail. 



BANG! 
Get a lot more of those for your buck with Smith & Wesson s new all-stainless Model 2206. 

Balloons or bullseyes, fun shooting's the name of the 
game when it comes to .22 pistols. Now the Model 2206 
offers you all the fun of our popular 422/ 622 
"plinkers" -and all the advantages of solid stainless 
steel construction. 

Besides easy maintenance, the steel construction 
means extra weight for optimum balance. Combined 
with our 20% lower centerline, the result is reduced 
recoil and enhanced accuracy. 
You'll also appreciate the 2206's crisp, 
short, smooth trigger pull-and its 
adjustable trigger stop for ~ 
even greater control. ~ ~ 

You'll like the low-glare finish, the exclusive three-dot 
fixed sight system-adjustable sight also available-and 
the choice of 4 Yz - or 6-inch barrels. 
And you 're sure to approve of the 2206's very affordable 
price-and the fact that, like all new S&W pistols and 
revolvers, it's protected under our Lifetime Service 
Policy. 
For target shooting, field, trail or casual plinking, the 

,. new Model 2206 is ready. 
It's the fun gun-with a 

wealth of very serious 
features. 

Shown: Model 2206, 
6" barrel, adj11s1able rear sigh/. 

See !he fu ll line of S& W .22 pis1ols al y our 
Smith & Wesson dealer. A ll are protected by our 

Lije1i111e Service P'olic:v. 
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