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A NEWCOMER to NATIVES
BY Lee Wright
Early in my bonsai manial foundthislillipilli and pleasing meuntil | had the oppatunity to stare &
liked thetrunk. | convinced he sales asidant it during acommittee meeting at home. Back on
that it wasin dire straits and got the price reduced the bench all the mgjor branches were guyed
50%. | wastotally unfamiliar with the growth down to eliminate the shelving look it presented.

habit of alillipilli and pruned gingerly for thefirst It sworking.
season and when it sent out new shodats, | pruned | Y

harder. When afriend said that lillipillis shat TheLPhad al
back on dd wood | pruned harder agin. The branches but
original 4 branches were gradually reduced to the horizontal
two (see next page). one defoli ated
in January
For a wuple of years this LP became a 2004 and this
professional workshop tree, formally attending wasvery
four eventsfor styling. It was interesting the successful in
variety of opinions onwhat could be done with increasing the
it. Onetutor suggested air layering one branch, padding on the
ancther suggested the other to style asasingle horizontal.
trunk informal upright or asemi cascade. | kept Now | am
plodding along on my track, absorbing ideasand working on
agreeing with increasing the
branch styling, but keeping with thetwo trunks. padding on the
lower back
| amthe first to agreethat the horizonta trunkis branch.

too straight and | am styling the padding to
minimise theimpact of this. Thetreewas

Lillinilli at 4-branch stane
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TheLPisaguzzler and sitsin atray of water all
thetime. | planned to discontinue the use of the
water tray over the winter (as| havewith my
other natives) but, despite the regular watering

: = AN x
Lillipilli at 2-branch stage

and cooler temperatures, it continuesto consume
at least 3/4ths of the contents of the weter tray
daily. Thank gad it doesn’t drink wine. Thetree
shows absolutely no ill effects from standing in
water all thetime.

Thefirst two years | had it | had no pest problems
but psylliads have discovered it and now confidor
isused regularly.

On towater traysand other natives

Several Sydney native enthusi asts espouse the use
of water trayswith natives. Inmy ignorarcel
discounted the idea but am now arabid advocae.
| came home on a40 degree day to find a trident
maple andthe Banksia integrifolia badly
scorched. Thetrident wasin training and in too
smal apot to sistain the mass of foliage being
cultivated to thicken thetrunk. | had to cut off
3/4ths of the burned sacrifice branch. The banksia
wasin atraining pot in excess of itsrequirements
to encourage growth, the foliage was not
extensve and the soil was gill moist. But the
majority of the leaves were dessicated.

| pruned the dead foliage and st it in awater tray.
Thetree has never been happier. Considering the
insignificant amount of foliageit has, it consumes
an incredible amount of water daily. The Banksia
serrata will use 2/3rds of its water tray, the B.
integrifolia will go through 7/8ths —and the
serrata has morefoliage.
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| repotted an Angophora costata and had to
remove the mgority of its roots — so much so that

| not only tied it inthe pat, | adually had b put
cord around the pot to securethe tree so the light
breeze that hits my protected areawould not move
the anopy androck theroots. It went in awater
tray. Two months later roots were protruding 4cm
from the drainage holes, the tree was rock solid in
thepot and loving it — tho’ it isnot a big drinker.
Thewater tray has been removed over winter,
particularly after | cut back hard and removed alll
thefoliage. Today was atriumph (16 July) as
severd naked branches have healthy new shoots
developing.

The Kunzea ambigua has not recaved the water
tray tretment and isgrowing lushly but | often
have to water it twice aday, before work and
when | get homeif the day has been hot.

After the Canberra seminar, natives became far
more dtractiveand in short order | added several
to my collection. The Angophora costata quickly
proved to befar morebrittlethan | anticipated and
the main branch snapped but was stil| attached.
Hasn't worried it (or me, Sinceit was going
eventually). It never fussed about the damage and
theleaves kept surviving. Now themain trunkis

Thelilli pilli asit wasin Nov. 2003.

alive with new shoots and later thisyear | can start
to consider styling possibilities.

The Mélaleuca irbyanawas purchased with a
lovely crown of weeping foliageand a thick root
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poking 10 cm outof the bottom of the pat that
was amost larger thanthe nicetrunk. By thetime
two huge roots were removed therewasn’'t much
left underground. It suffereda bit with alot of
small branchlet dieback but ascrapeat theend o
the branches shows green so | am just waiting for
spring. | know therulesabout leaving 40% of the
roots when you prune but the big roots had ¢ go
... and therewasn’t much left. But it’sdoing ok.
And | havethisfeding it isgoing to deserve a
Mirkwood pot when the crown redevelops.

| listened to experienced members and did ot
fertilise my banksias, and beganto get little
growth and thefoliage was losing the proper
depth of colour. Finaly | applied native
Osmocote and was amost immediately rewarded
with acolour return and new growth. So forget
the fact that banksias dori't need fertili ser because
they utilize poor soil —in abonsa pot they want
food. How much/how often | ill haveto
determine but | am looking forward to abetter
growing season thisyear.

Most of my natives have been with metoo short a
timeto be aleto speak much ontheir betalf but
both the new ones and the longer term ones are
proving to beadedight. They are no harder than
exotics and they are surviving my ministrations
with the same equanimity asthe others.

Notes on
Eucalyptus
nicholii
By Peter Hanrahan

TheE. nicholii | currently havewas darted in
September of 1993 or thereabouts. Over theyears
since, | have gathered information as it has
gradually transformed from adiscarded plant &
therecycling areaof theloca dump into agood
looking 800mm GUM TREE. Inthefollowing
short article | will go through ayear in the life of
my nicholii.

In late August — early September | reducethe

winter growth and if it required, re-pot foll owing
normal bonsai procedure. It was first potted into a
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bonsai patin 2000. Sekcted new branches, which
have developed over winter, are lept.

During October — November | will pinch back
new top growth, refinethe upper branching (that
iswireinto shape as needed) and remove lower
growth. In December | cut back thetop growth
harder to one totwo pars of leaves. This
encourages budding back which givesmore
options for refinement. The nichalii isvigorous at
thistime of year and must be kept in check.

Thestyling of the nichalii comes from how
eucalypts stylethemsdves naturaly. Thatis, |

use the cut and grow method. Eucalypts drop
weak branches and take the strong direction. This
is happening on ayealy basis, loosing about one
to two branches. | consider this apositive
atribute asit adds to the character. Likepines, if
you alow any one part to become dominant oher
areaswill suffer.

From January through to March the new growth is
pinched back. During thistimethe new growth
slows. From February through to August | have

Eucalyptus nicholii

foundit detrimental to thetree’s hedth to do any
major pruning.
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Fertilising.

| fertilisetwice ayear in spring and autumn with
slow release Osmocote Native and/or Dynamic
Lifter. In auumn | aso wseadiluted liquid
fertili ser.

Soil Mix
| use apremium native potting mix with about
20% gravel added to it.

Styling

| have used both wiring and cut and grow methods
to shapethe branches. Wireis used only when the
branches are young.

| have had to de-bark my treeonce dueto the
thickness of the old bark. Thiswas donewhen |
saw in-ground trees de-barking during the warmer
months. | dekarked he maintrunk with the otlest
wood for two reasons:

1. I noticed old scarring urder the bark. This
scar became the hole in the middle of the
trunk you seetoday.

2. Thebark was becomingtoo thick and out
of proportion to thetree.

Thebark that was removed was flaky and loose
and came off easily by peding it off with my
fingers. Within 2 months the grey bark was back
but not as coarse.

Theobservation of local E. nicholli shedding bark
in 2003 was the catalyst for this experiment. The
coarse bark will come badk with time.

| have carved into the base and opened it up. By
using a 20mm speed bore drilledaholefromthe
original cut, wherethe new trunk was formed, to
the opening in the base. Using a mixture of lime
sulphur and black paint has given the dfect of fire
burning out the hollow trunk.

EXPERIENCES WITH

ALLOCASUARINAS
By Barry Nash

Of thealmost sixty spedes of Allocasuarina
(formerly Casuarina, family Casuarinaceae), it
was undoubtedly the characteristic barks of

A. inophloia (wodly oak or stringybark she-0ak)
and A. torulosa (forest oak or rose oak) that drew
my initia interest to these two species as potentia
subjectsfor bonsai.
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| have two specimens of A. inophloia, and one
specimen of A. torulosa, al of which | obtained as
young seedlings with tiny trunks nat much thicker
than the diameter of amatch, about six years ago.

As itscommon name suggests, A. inophloia
develops afibrous bark, which peels and breaks
into long thin strips (see picture next page). My
hedthier A. inophloia specimen has aligno-tuber
4.5 cmin diameter, and both specimens are yet to
demonstrate even a hint of the fibrous bark which
ischaracteristic of the species.

In the meantime, however, the bark on thelower
trunk of my A. torulosa showed clear signs of
thickening and furrowing, and becoming digtinctly
“corky” in appearance, within only two years. It
isnow about 7 cm across at its widest, and the
bark is deeply furrowed. Care needsto betaken

at repotting time, if the beautiful, textured and
furrowed bark isto be preserved, asitis
particularly fragile and can be broken off eadly.

Pruning

Both species appea to send out shoots readily
from older wood, but A. inophloia gppearsto have
amuch greater propensity to push out masses of
new shoots from itslignotuber, especially during
spring and summer. In the caseof A. inophloia,

| simply rub off the unwanted shoots when small
with afinger or thumb, to minimise scarring.

I might do this about three times throughout the
growing season.

Allocasuarina torulosa bonsai in training (photo RH)

APAB-N No. 7



Although it isamuch more tedious process (much

like needle-pulling on pines), | prefer to shorten
the branchlets/needles by hand-pinching at the
joints, simply by pulling apart dightly at the

i
o A1

%
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Allocasuarina inophloia treeat ANBG

increasing the moisture-retaining property of the
mix.

Fertilising
e At each repotting, each tree would receive
about 2 teaspoonsful of blood and bone. |
apply asimilar amount of native dow-
release fertiliser twiceayear: in early
spring and mid to late summer (or when |
think about it). Thisyear, for thefirst
time, | began using the lrgefertiliser
tabletsfor native plantsin lieu of the
slow-release fertiliser granules.

The Audtrdian National Botanic Gardens
(ANBG) hasreadily accessible specimens
of bath these species. A mature specimen
of A. inophloia can be seen at thetop of
the stairway onthe southern side of the
Information Centre, while asmall group
of three mature specimens of A. torulosa
islocated at thetop end of the walkway in
therainforest gully. Inthelatter case, it
can be seen quite clearly that the
furrowed, corky bark extends up most of
thelength of the trunk — acontrast to the
flared buttress effect on my small potted
specimen of A. torulosa.

Both species are frost hardy, so remain
outdoorsin full sunall year round. All
three trees are now approx. 60 cmtall and
aretill in plastic pots. If | wereto
change anything, I'd put all threetrees
into larger pots, and feed them much
more frequently with weak solutions of an

(photo RH)

junction of two segments of abranchlet, until it
breaks. Y ou may find that the ends of the
branchlets become unsightly, as they tend to
brown off a bit &fter this procedure.

Potting

I’ verepotted every two years, usualy in late
August. | tend not to removetoo much of the root
mass, only to slice off the dense plate of fine roots
that formin the bottom of the pat, and to gently
tease out the outer root bal. In their bodk, Bonsai
with Augtralian Native Plants, Dorothy and Vita
Koreshoff recommend that root pruning be done
in spring or autumn when the plant isjust about to
send out new shaots, and warn agginst removing
themain areaof soil around thetrunk at potting
time. After recent years of drought, I’ ve changed
my potting mix to increasethe propartion of
granulated coconut fibre, with the dam of
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organic liquid fertiliser (e.g. fish emulsion,
seaweed extract, etc.), with the dam of fattening
the trunk sooner.

Latin/Greek Origins

Allocasuarina: fromthe Greek ‘allos' meaning
‘other’, and the Latin Casuarina, first used by the
botanist, Georgius Everhardus Rumphius

(b. Georg Everhard Rumpf in Germany, 1627,

d. Ambon Island, Indonesia, 1702), to describe the
resemblanceof the foliage of Casuarina
equisetifolia — anative of Audtralia, Indonesia,
New Cdedoniaand Malaysia— to thefine,
drooping feathers of the Cassowary (Casuarius
casuarius), alarge, flightless bird native to north-
eastern Australia and Papua New Guinea.
Inophloia: thread-like bark.

Torulosa: dlightly uneven.
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Defining, Dissecting &
Disseminating Bonsai
By Dorothy Koreshoff

Part 1

(Part 2 in nextnewd etter)

Theterm bonsai is described as The Art Form of
Horticulture, even the term “Highest Form of
Horticulture’ isthe description often applied. I'd
say ‘it depends. On what? The structura form!

Within Australia, there is amove toward the
encouragement & advancement as well the
experimentation of various native trees as slitable
subjectsfor bonsai. A long overdue deve opment.
But what arewe about? Aswith many artigtic
pursuits, there ae many sub-divisions, of which
bonsai is one such sub-division.

Inthiscases AUSTRALIAN NATIVE PLANTS
Let me name some divisions.

This basic concept is about the endemic
(widespread, common), indigenous (native)
species!

A nativeplant ina pot, preferably of Australian
origin, does nat necessarily - a'BONSAI' make.
NO! It issmply apotted native tree

Can theincentivefor this nativeplant; ina
container, bethe fact that its owner is able to keep
italive? Isit redly ‘dive’ or just existing? Can
you grasp the conplexity of the situation? Am |
asking too many questions?

A short life-span will betheend result if ‘afraid’
of disturbing the rootstoo much, then; with this
situation we aenot developing & establishing a
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long-term heritage Australian native bonsai
collection.

So the myth continues that nativetrees are short-
lived. Asthey age, they become weaker asroaots
fill the pore spacethusreducing their air supply &
so deceasing the plant’s giowing erergy. Believe
me! Thekey element for survival isin having a
sufficiently aerated root system.

On the other hand, does one intend to establish a
formto ther plant?

If theplanisto create a‘'natura’ appearance. Oh!

What does thismean?

a Leftaoneto grow natura; being alazy
excuse for not bothering about form.

b. Endeavouring to re-createits natura stance
meansthat your interpretation may nat follow
art principles. If this doesn’t bother you
that's OK. The® examplesthough, should
not bethe role model for othersto follow. It
isawell known fact that trying to re-create
from incorrect examples only denigratesthe
form.

C. Itispossiblewith various ethnicformsto use
art principlesto interpret the \arious cultura
forms, i.e. this statement meansthat the
placement of so-caled traditional mass
(foliage pads) staysthe same, however the
basic structure, backbone, thelinesor bones
of thedesign: whatever you nameit, will
therefore aler, acording to varying
traditional ethnicity. In other words, cultural
variationsif trunk & branches areangled to
reach thefoliage.

[Dorothy Koreshoff has raised some fascinating
guestionsin her article. | would gpreciate
Member feed back. She proposesthe fundamental
importance of ‘art principles’ for both traditional
bonsai and regional bonsai that she @lls‘ethnic’
or ‘cultural’. DennisMcDermott, in an articlein
the Decembe 2004r newsletter of the Sydney City
Bonsai Sciety, also expresses concerns about
what is acceptable art and what is not. Indeed,
bonsai has prided itself as being different from
‘just a potted dant’ becauseit embodies
principlesof ‘art’. That probablyisa
fundamental difference, but likethe proverbial
sword, it cutsin morethan one direction. The
thrill, vitality and horror of ‘art principles’ is that
they arenot pleasing to everyone. And thatisOK.
Just prepareyoursdf in the art of bonsai to see
some fairly non-traditional bonsai that useart
principlesthat are different from your own. Asa
student exchange organisation was fond of saying
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to students and families ali ke, when they were
confronted by aultural differerces not good , not
bad, just different.

| find looking at good examples of penji ngvery
stimulating and dallenging. Initially | was
repulsed because the aestheticwasunfaniliar, but
| find my rejection of them was based on lack of
understanding. Asl studied them, by drawing
them for example, | was overwhelmed with the
discovery of how incredibly exciting and ‘artistic’
theyare. They are often outsidethetraditional
‘Japanese-western’ models of bonsai. (I think |
prefer thisto ‘Japanese asit seemsthat the
fixation with these ‘traditional’ formsisa product
of theinteraction of Japanes and western
cultures— the Japanese ‘art’ seemswider and
deeper than so much of what the western view
admitsit to be, but that & adigression.

Finding out what arethe basic arrangements
of line, form, weight, texture etc for Australian
species (that are the substance of the ‘art
principles’, that Dorothy so rightly emphasises, is
wherel find the excitement and challengethat
faceusjust now. For example, we know, or can
discover if wetry, that some species of casuarina
will bud-back pralifically, rather likea juniper.
This can beused to poducetight, dense ‘pads’ of
foliage not unlike those of Japanese black pines.
Indeed, sometruly spectacular plants have been
produced using Casuarina ejuisetifolia, styling it
in the manner of a black pine. | haveno problem
with this, but would like at least to learn what
casuarinaslook likein their own right. Their
beauty liesin quite a dfferent trunk, branch and
crown form. Thehorticultureto producethe
essence of thisformis not difficult, just different.
Looking at mature specimens s an essential part
of thispractice Theart principles of balance, use
of spaceand texture till all apply, but don’t be
surprised if the product looks likea casuarinaand
not a triangular black pine.

Asa group, bonsaiiststendto be huig upon
theidea of ‘rules’, or so it seemsto me. You will
all befamili ar with the comments that you must
learn the ‘rules before you can break them. Let’s
start talking about learningthe ‘skill s' so hat we
can usethemto produce stunning black pines,
wind whispering casuarinas, or pop bonsai.

Roger Hnatiuk]
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2"? National
Exhibition of
Australian Plants as
Bonsai

The 2™ Nationa Exhibition of Augtrdian Plants
asBonsa was an enormous success. Over

790 visitors saw theshow. From dl reports of
those | talked to oroverheard, they enjoyed he
plants.

Therewere 26 bonsai on display. They ranged
across awide diversity of speciesand styles.
Fourteen differentgeneacf plants were there,
showing some of the considerable variety of
species that people ae currently working on.
Some of them werein training for 36 years. A
sdlection of the plants on display are shown in
Gallery 3, thisissue.

The pulbic’s-chaice votes rowed what adiverse
range of bonsai people find attractive. One Hf of
the plants received 10 or morevotes. Several
people came up to me and told me astory about
how aparticular tree meant so much to them.
With great fegling they spoke of how thetree
reminded them of some pleasurabl e scene, or
sound such as windin the leaves, that wasre-
awakened by seeing the miniatureliving tree.
Isn’'t that just what we so often speak about being
amgjor attraction about bonsai? | wasthrill ed.

Threetreesstood aut in the pulic votes. First
wasthe Leptospermum (or isit aMelaleuca as
some thought?) ‘ Brumby Country’ from Dorothy
Koreshoff (see Gallery 3), with 138 votes.
Closdy followin this, with 125 votes, wasthe
sticky wattle, Acacia howittii (seep 1, APAB-N
6) (CanberraBonsa Society). Inthird placewas
the mast banksia, Banksia integrifolia (see p 1 of
Gallery 3) (lllawarraBonsa Society). The
Callistemon in full flower, Bendigo Bonsai
Society, won the most pulblic votes (213) for the
photographs (see Gallery 3).

For most of us, it isn’t the voting accolade that
counts, though we happily acknowledge those
whose plants attracted high praisefor well -
presented, even stunning plants. We aremostly
motivated by astrong desire to work with plants,
to am for and achieve high qudity in which ever
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lineof bonsal art welike. Having an opportunity
to share our joy by showing the results of our
work to athersishigh praiseand thanks initsalf.
Volunteersunderpin dl bonsai shows. This giow
was no exception. Its success was only possble
because of the dforts of the planning group and
thelargeteam of faithful, reliant and hardworking
volunteerswho turned out over 4 daysto setup,
operate and pack upthe show. Thankstoyouall.

| would also like to warmly acknowledge our
partnersin these exhibitions, the steff of the
Ausgrdian National Botanic Gardens.

Roger Hnatiuk

Darwinia meeboaldii

Davesia daphnodes

Dodonaea hackettiana

Drummondita hassdllii

Drummondita sp.

Dryandra quercifolia

Dryandra sessili s

Epacrisgunnii

Eremaea aserocarpa

Eremaea dendpidea

Eremaea pauciflora

Eremaea pauciflora var lonchophylla

Eremaea pauciflora var. calyptra

Exciting Potensai !

Eremaea

Eremaea violacea subsp rhaphiophylla

Eremophila wddii

APAB membersin the Canberraregion had a
specia opportunity to view and study adiverse
range of Ausgtrali an speciesthat the Austrdian
National Botanic Gardens maintain asa llection
of pat plants. Asanumber of the® plants have
been cultivated, including pruning, for many
years, their potentid as bonsal could be assessed.
Whil e many of the species are not avail able
commercialy, others are, through seed catal ogues,
specidist deders, or ASGAP Study Groupsand
member Societies. So, keep an eye out for them.

Speciesname
Adenathos x cunninghamii
Baeckea ambigua/ cryptandroides/
crassifolia/ ramosissima/ spp.
Banksia epica
Beaufortia squarrosa
Boronia latipinna
Boronia pulchélla
Bossiaea eriocarpa
Calytrix duplistipulata
Calytrix leschenaultii
Calytrix longiflora
Chamelaucium ciliatum
Chamelaucium micranthum
Chamelaucium sp
Chorizema .
Comnersonia p
Conaspermum nervosum
Coopernookia polygalacea
Darwinia purpurea

Darwinia acerosa
Darwinia leiostyla
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Eriostemon angustifoli us

Grevillea acacioides

Grevillea minutiflora

Grevillea sarissa subsp anfractifolia

Grevillea zygoloba

Hakea pulvinifera

Hibbertia serpyllifolia

Homoranthus porteri

Homoranthus prolixus

Hypocalymna sp.

Keraudrenia hermanniifolia

Keraudrenia integrifolia

Lasiopetalum sp

Leptospermum sgunctum

Leucopogon attenuats

Leucopogon melaleucoides

Leucopogon rufus

Leucopogon sp.

Leucopogon virgatusvar. brevifolius

Melaleuca howeana

Microcorys obovata

Microcybe multifl ora var. baccharoides

Microcybe multifl ora var. multifl ora

Monotoca oligarrhenoides

Ochrosperma monticola

Ozothamnus tuckeri

Persoonia sp.

Philotheca coccineus

Thomasia tremandroides

Trochocarpa thymifolia

Verticordia mitchelliana

Verticordia pennigera
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Thereare 69 names in thislist. Mary of the know so | can record your experiences. Some of

species arerestricted in distributionto only one the specieswill be horticulturaly as challenging
state, for examplethere area number of WA and asthey areartigtically, but some of you will riseto
Tas species which might be most easily grown or the challengeand succeed. Let usknow.

obtained there. Many of thes hawe specictular

flowers, including when grown in pots. Some will Remember that wild collecting is ahighly

demand some latera thinking (dare| say outside controll ed activity, whether on public or private
thetriangle) to determine how to effectively style land. Make sure you know the rules and follow
them, whether ‘natura’ or ‘ creative . If you've them. Don’t givebonsa or yourself abad name.
tried any of these, or do so now, pleaselet me [Roger Hnatiuk]

Horticultural Notes
Tristaniopsis laurina — water gum

Thefoll owing table contains horticultural notes based on those | recaved from Ray Nesci, and modified with
what | have found in avariety of sources. Ray particularly likesthis species and praisesits qualitiesfor root
over rock styling, amongst others. An example of it can beseen in Gallery 3, thisissue of APAB-N.

Preiminary horticultural and styling notesfor a ‘water gum’ (Tristaniopsis laurina).

Lighting Thrivesin full sun through to moderate shade.

Prefers damp soil, but not waterlogged. Can withstand normal pot drying out, but

Watering watch out for ‘drought’ conditionsin the pot — it can belethal.
Fertilisi Light fertilising every two weeks throughout the warm months, once giowth
ertilising commences. Any baanced fertili ser will do.
Soi Useastandard bonsai mix: well draining, neutral to slightly acidic soil.
R . Readily develops afibrousroot system upon pruning of largerodts. Is a
epotting vigorously rooting tree, so annual repotting may be necessary.
Pruni Branches out quite readily and compact shaping can be easily achieved. Also
runin takeswell to cutting back to bare wood. Isaquick grower.
Stvli Excellent response to pruning makesit suitablefor most bonsai styling. Strong
tyling root growth makes it suitablefor root-over-rock (see Gallery No. 3, thisissue).

Propagation Propagation reported as most commonly from seed.

Pests etc. Usual pests of thefamily: scale, caterpillars & grasshoppers.

Distribution Occurs naturally in Qld, NSW and Vic, usualy along water courses.
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Futurehorticultural notes

Again | flag tha the silence is nearly deafening.
Last issuel asked brfeedback on theform of the
horticultural notes being presented in APAB-N.
Perhaps you could let me know your reactions.
Do they cover the esentid information? Would
you like to see other information, or presented
differently?

Whilel know that an editor’ sjob isalonely one,
I’d redly like you to demonstrate thata Study
Group Leader’s job doesn't redly need b bethat
way too. So get those ens moving, orkey
boards clacking. Let meknow you live.

Thanks to those who have contributed other
horticultural information inthe bst months. As |
get enough to make afull table, I'll include them
in anewsl etter.

| havereceived preliminary notes on Eucalyptus
crenulata and E. camaldulensis from
S Mclntosh. I'dliketo indudethesein the next
newsletter. If you have any experience with
either of these, please, please send it to me asp
so that | can compile agood summary for the
June newdetter. My own experience with one
E. camaldulensisis not good. It wasreceived
from afriend and had grown far too tdl (1.5 m),
but had atrunk about 4 cm across. | cut it back
to about 25 cm ht, and there is not new growth
over spring/ early summer after nearly 3 months.
Roger Hnatiuk

Member’ s Name]Contribution

B. Gadey Donation
P. Hanrahan Manuscript
F. Kely Donation
C. Liber Image

S. Mclntosh Horticultura info. & image

R. McLucas Donation

J. Mifsud Donation

J. Miller Donation

G. Robbins Donation & image

SGAPQId Donation

M. Trotter Donation

M. & E. Image

Wilkinson

L. Wright Horticultura info., image, &
manuscript

STOP PRESS !!

Once again | wish to acknowledge the strong
support we have received from B. Crawford, whoin
September 2004 graciously contributed $250
towards the operations of the Study Group. Thank
you Betty for your ongoing faith in the Group.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Letters

Once aggain the Study Group has advarced inits
godsthrough the contributions of some generous
and hard working members. Sincethe last
newsletter, the following people have made
contributionsto the Group. If | have missed your
name, pleaselet meknow. | apobgiseif I' ve
missed anyone. Thosewho make‘ contributions'
thisfinancial year, are eligible for the
‘contributor’s' renewal price(seep 13) . Soif
youaren't onthelis, you still have until the end
of June ‘05 to makea wntribution.

Member’ s Name]Contribution

APS Victoria  |Donation

H. Boehle Donation

A. Copperfiedld |Horticultural info. & image

B. Crawford Donation

G. Davies Donation

M. Edwards Donation

M. Flaherty Donation
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B. Crawford writes: “The Captain Cook
Callistemon is about to flower so | may have
some photos for you soon [seep 13]. This
Callisgemon istoo iff and would need © be
wired but there are others that do have that
weeping look and | think | have found some.
Thenatura look is ©mething that natives need
and not madeto follow the oversaestrend of
wiring to give some bonsaiamost unnatural |ook
about them.”

L. Wright requested the data entry forms|
circulated early in the Study Group’s life. Here
isoneof her replies: “New form: FAR more user
friendy. | haveertered the natives| have on the
original sheetsin Exce but it isfar too
cumbersome. Or maybel got thewrong
impresson that the list comprised ALL plants
andtrying to enter and trying to edit wasa
nightmare.

Thisnew format with one tree per pageis, to me,
far easer to maintain and al ows new plants, ex-

APAB-N No. 7




plantsto be included/interred in alphaorder far
more comveniently.”

G. Popewrites: “Thank you for awonderful
informative newdletter. Extremely interesting
articlesincluded in publication.” [A tributeto all
of you who have submitted suchwonderful
articlesl]

R. Marriott writes. “I would appreciate knowing
if other bonsai memberslivein Vic. | don't
mind my name & ph. no. being passed on. We
could all meet —work at combined quarterly
meetings &c. ... I'm sureif local peole could get
together, the group would flourish. Imaginethe
articles that could come from such amesting,
even if it were only 2 or 3 members. Could we
find away of becoming known to other
members? I'd loveto help out but | believe we' d
need permission 1o give out peopl€e's ph.
numbers.” [I'll include a note in the menbership
formin June, asking if you'd liketo give a
contact so that local groups could meet (face to
faceor dectronically). It'sreally up to you as
members RH.]

increase abit to give someflexibility to cover
likely cost increasesin printing orpostage.

Sales represent money received for back issues
of the newsletter, while debts were for printing,
postage, and stationery costs.

ﬁPAB Financial Summary for 2003 —2004.

Membership Renewals

Thanks everyonewho has €nt in their renewals
for 2004 - 05. Thereare gill quitea few who
haven't remembered. If you are one of these,
please send it in NOW. |'ve marked your
address labd with a coloured spot. Thiswill be
your last newsletter unlessmembership is
renewed. Some menbershawe asked about
direct trandfersfrom their acount o the Group's
account. Thiscan bedoneby telling your bank
to transfer the gppropriate anourt of money to
CPS Credit Union Co-operative, BSB number
801003, Account number 332798. This is wsful
for those without cheque acounts or easy acess
to Postal Money Orders.

Seethe new feesin next article.

Financial Report for year
2003-2004.

The Study Group finished the year with a
balanced account. Total membership income
was $941.10 and tota expenditurewas
$928.00. Asyou can seethesevirtudly balance
each other. Since expenditurewasnearly dl for
newsletter production, membership fees should
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Income Expend.
Opening Baance 910.04
Subscriptions 928 1,838.04
Donations recaived 614 2,452.04
Dehts -9411 151094
Bank Interest 2.38 1,513.32
Sdes 153 1,666.32
Miscdlaneous 3 1,669.32
Petty cash in ham -4.3 1,665.02
Subtotals 1700.38 -945.4
Closng Bdance 1,661.02

The ASGAP Study Group ordinator, Jan
Sked, has approved asuggestion | put to her,
which wasasfollows. Firsly, menbershipfees
need to increase abit asjust noted. However, a
significant number of ‘ members’ are not
contributing to the central purpose of the Study
Group —the acquisition and dissemination of
knowledge about Australian Plants as Bonsai.
For them, reading the newdl etter meets their
needs. For methisisgood news, but it carriesa
heavy overhead, asthisis aSudy Group, not a
pukishing program.

One of the aims of the Study Group isto pubish
theinformation we compile so that aswidean
audience as possible can berefit. Publication is
not cheap, so | proposethat we have two kinds of
membership. Thefirstisfor ‘contributors tothe
Study Group, and the second isfor ‘supporters
of the Study Group.

‘Contributors' are people or clubs who
contributed a least one item to the aims of the
Study Group during the previous financia year.
Thusif you send in alist of speciesyou are
growing oryour hatiticultural practices, an
articlefor the newsletter, or photos of mature
trees to use as style models or makeadonation
of $5 or more etc, you will be a“contributor’ for
the next year. ‘Supporters are people who pay
their fees, but don’t add to the knowledge-base
of the Study Group or make special donations.
Supporterswill add to the goals with their higher
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feeswhich will be put towards the sts of
puhishing the Group’ sinformation in aformal
pubication.

A number of clubs and societies subscribeto the
Group. Your feesareasfor individuas. You
can qualify asa‘contributor’ if you sendin
contributions as noted above, otherwise you
qualify as a‘supporter’.

Fees for the financia year 2005-2006, due on
1 July 2005 will be asfollows:
Contributors $9.00
Supporters $13.00
Overseas
Contributors ~ $16.00
Overseas
Supporters  $18.00
For those who need it, copy and treat this page as
your
TAX INVOICE: NO GSTINCLUDED.

| will mark your June newdetter so that you
know which group you qualify for. Thereis ill
timefor you to qualify asa‘ contributor’ for next
year' sdues, o let’ s see lots of contributions
flowing inl Remember, in thelast newsletter |
asked especially for information on melalewcas —
species being grown, pruningor styling, phoos
of mature trees. Only one person has responded
and| know there ae many more who could.

Members’ Mini-Gallery

Hereis aselection of images reeived from
members (see next page). These show plantsin
pots from ealy to advanced stages of
development asbonsai. Thestylesrangefrom
root over rock to rounded-bush amongst others.

Taking photos of one's plants isworthwhile.
Thehistoricd record of the stages of
development and redeveloment isinvaluable. It
ishard to remember how aplant used to ook,
and aphoto can sometimes be startling when you
say, ‘Didit really look likethat? .

Photos are also very useful in helpingyou see
your plantsin anew light. When you are ery
familiar with aplant, you often overlook things
that show up starkly in aphoto. Theremay be an
imbalance not intended, a stray branch poking
out whereyou'vedon't want it, or asurpriseat
how well you've progresd.
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Study Group Information

TheAustrdian Plants as Bonsa Study Group

wasformed in mid 20QL. Itsams ae:

= to determine the species of native
Audtraian plants grown as bonsai;

" to determine the horticultura
characteristics & requirements of
each species,

" to determinethe artigtic and aesthetic
qualities of species; and

= to puhlish information to hel p people
grow and enjoy Austrdian plants as
bonsai.

To becomea menber, pleag send a heque or

postal money order for:

e contributors $9 ($160verseas) or
e supporters$13 ($18 overseas) to:

Ausgtrdian Plantsas Bonsal, PO Box 450,

Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614.

Direct credit trandferscan bemacdeto CPS

Credit Union BSB 801003 acct no. 332798.

‘Contributors provideinformation relevant
to the Group or a @sh dnation of $5or more
during the previousfinancial year or with their
first subscription; ‘ suppaters higher fees
provide support to the pubications fund.

Subscribers who contribute more than $100 in

afinancial year receive the newslettersfree.

Indicate to which ASGAP group you belong.

If youdon’'t belong, youcanjoin asa

newsletter subscriber with al benefits except

insurance at group outings. The cleapest
insuranceisto join your local ASGAP society.

The current Study Group Leader is Roger

Hnatiuk. Contad him at the éove posta

address or viaemail:

hnatiuk 1@cyberone.com.au.

Thanksto al who have ontributed. | will try to
continueto publish aselection. They areall
grest!
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Members’ Mini Gallery

Eﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬂc@z Clift Melaleuca ‘ Snow Stormv & small | ed
fig from near Warrumbundes, B. CIiff;
both slanting style

— S

Grépto'phy umexcellcior, nativefuchsia
B. Cliff; informal upright.

Xanthorrhoea sp.,
B. Cliff; formal
upright.

Callistemon ‘ Captain Cook’
B. Crawford; root over rock

APAB-N No. 7  Australian Plants as Bonsai Study Group (ASGAP) Pagel3



Eonsai

If not delivered, please return to PO Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614.

All materia in this Newsletter is copyright, but may be freely reproduced for non
commercial purposes as long an acknowledgement is made to the Newd etter and the
author. For further information contad the Editor at hnatiuk1@cyberone.com.au or PO
Box 450, Jamison Post Office, Macquarie ACT 2614.

Back Page YNusings

I’'m interested in member’ s experiences with grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea). There isenough experience around to know
that theycanbe gown in pots, and they can be successfully grownfromseed. Trunk forming specieswil | form their
trunksin no lesstime than it takes to grow a goal trunk ona Japaese black pine, say 20 plusyears. Stemlessspecies
can produce spectacular crownsin five years.

So what'stheissueyou ask? It seemsto methat thereis very little that one candoinrelationto ‘stling’ a grass
tree Yes, leavescanbe made shorter if growing conditons are very redtrictive, but then he plantsdon’t have that
luxurious hedthy look. These ae monocotyledonous plants and don'’ t produce red ‘wood’ and for all intentsand
purposes, don’t have buds on the stem that can be awakened to produce new shoots like other plants grown as bonsai,
so pruning of ‘branches can'tredly bedone.

Does this mean the potted grasstreeisor isn't a bonsai? Do we just make them an Australian exception, a bit like
growing cycads or bamboo? They're spectacular and iconic plants. How do yau seethem in reldion to bonsa? I've
taken mine out of bonsai potsthem and putinlarger, ‘garden’ pots — they look better and happier. [Roger Hnatiuk]
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