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When I s t a r t e d  my p a r t t i m e  job i n  t he  T e r r i t o r y  

I thought  t h a t  I could  o r g a n i s e  my t ime t o  do 

a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  I needed t o ,  b u t  much t o  my shame 

.- * I have f a l l e n  down bad ly  i n  keeping up wi th  t h e  

Study Group. So I wro te  t o  Helen Morrow r e s i g n i n g  

: a s  Study Group Leader. So if anyone i n  t h e  Group 

Id t a k e  over  p l e a s e  l e t  me know. U n t i l  we 

rlew l e a d e r  I w i l l  c o r l t i r l ue  t o  g e t  the 

n e w s l e t t e r s  o u t  so  p l e a s e  keep sending 

r e p o r t s  and news of your  p l a n t s  ( o r  o t h e r s  

ou know o f ) .  If we g e t  a  new l e a d e r  soon I 

1 forward t h e s e  on a s  soon a s  I g e t  home i n  Ju ly .  

SEED BANK 

A s  I won' t be  a b l e  t o  send any seed u n t i l  J u l y  I would 

a p p r e c i a t e  an  addressed  envelope so I can send them a s  

soon a s  I g e t  home. 

Calothamnus a s p e r  B e a u f o r t i a  macrostemon 

b l  epharan thus  microtheca 

b o r e a l i s  o r b i f o l i a  

ch rgsan the rus  Sparsa  

g i l e s i i  

g r a c i l i s  Eremaea purpurea  

h o m a l o p h ~ u s  

p i n i f  o l i u s  Rege l ia  c i l i a t a  

v a r .  q u a d r i f i d u s  i nops  

i n c l .  " h i r s u t u s  v e l u t i n a  

robus t u s  

3 v a r .  r u p e s t r i s  

( l a r g e ,  medium & med p i n k )  



A note  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  of Calotharnnus quadr i f idus :  

No 1 .  has  f i n e ,  s p i d e r y  l eaves ,  no. 2 .  i s  t h e  one most u s u a l l y  seen 

wi th  dense,  s m a l l i s h  l eaves ,  no. 3. has t e r e t e  l eaves  b u t  seeds  l i k e  

C .  hornalophyllus (may be a  h y b r i d ) ,  no 4.  q u i t e  a  s p e c i a l  form, very 
f l o r i f e r o u s  and l o v e l y  r ed  new shoo t s ,  no. 5 yellow f l o w e r s ,  p r o s t r a t e  

i n  i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  b u t  developing i n t o  an open, wide and medium 

he igh t  bush, No. 6 .  very  t a l l ,  u p r i g h t  bush, deep r ed  f l o w e r s  (seed 

bought a s  C .  t o r u l o s u s ) .  
7 .  A t t r a c t i v e  broomlike bush r e d d i s h  new sterns, no. 8 narrow 

f l a t  l eaves .  

I rece ived  some g r e a t  r e p o r t  s h e e t s  from Lyndal f o r  18 Calotharnnus 

p l a n t s  cover ing 8 s p e c i e s  t h a t  she  has  growing i n  h e r  garden.  Lyndal 
l i v e s  i n  Queanbean s o  can expect  heavy f r o s t s ,  b u t  l u c k i l y  s h e  i s  

on a  s l o p e  w i t h  some n a t u r a l  t r e e  cover and has  s h a l y  s o i l .  Raised 

beds of loamy s o i l  a r e  a l s o  used.  This  a l lows  r o o t s  t o  r ecove r  a f t e r  

f r o s t s  o r  exces s ive  r a i n .  There has  been some f r o s t  damage t o  C a l .  

a sper  and two of h e r  q u a d r i f i d u s  bu t  t hey  have recovered .  

I have t r i e d  growing Calothamnus h e r e  on heavy a l l u v i a l  s o i l ,  bu t  

l o s e  them t o  t h e  f r o s t y  w i n t e r s ,  even w i t h  p r o t e c t i o n  and f e e l  t h a t  

i t  i s  because t h e  heavy s o i l s  s t a y  co ld  & wet f o r  a  long t ime,  a s  
those  i n  l a r g e  p o t s  wi th  a  sandy mix have been ve ry  s u c c e s s f u l .  Also 

a t  t h e  Arboretum, on ly  6k away, b u t  having l i g h t e r ,  s t o n y  s o i l  they 

a r e  doing very  wel l .  

One f a s c i n a t i n g  Calothamnus which seems t o  be a b l e  t o  w i th s t and  

wet f e e t  i s  C .  longissirnus,  a s  t h e  b e s t  ones I saw nea r  Eneabba 

were a c t u a l l y  i n  shal low,  running wate r .  b u t  t h e  c r eek  w a s  a sandy 

bottomed one, s o  probably d i d  no t  have wate r  i n  i t  v e r y  o f t e n .  

And of course  I h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  where t o  g e t  seed! 

Kerry Ra th i e  l o s t  h i s  on ly  Calothamnus a spe r ,  which was a  yel low one 

i n  t h e  drought .  But he had b e t t e r  luck  wi th  a  couple  of Calothamnus 

quad r i f i dus  which had been blown over ,  v i r t u a l l y  f l a t ,  a f t e r  wa te r ing  

bu t  s e n t  up v e r t i c a l  stems from severa1 .1poin t s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  

t runk .  They a r e  t h r i v i n g  and were f l ower ing  when Kerry wro te .  



Graham Eastwood from southern  N . S . W .  c o a s t  has  had a  bad t ime wi th  

t h e  drought ,  bu t  Beaufo r t i a  macrostemon has  been h i s  on ly  good r e l i a b l e  

p l a n t ,  f lower ing  w e l l  i n  the  s p r i n g .  He s t i l l  has  some Eremaeas and 

Beaufor t ias ,  b u t  t h e s e  e i t h e r  d i d n ' t  f l ower  o r  had t o  be s e v e r e l y  c u t  

back so  t h a t  they  had a  chance of recovery .  

H i s  Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s  s t i l l  remains t e r r i b l y  h y p e r a c t i v e ,  p u t t i n g  on 

l o t s  of growth ve ry  f a s t ,  wi thout  eve r  being watered,  s o  he c u t s  i t  

back twice a  yea r .  But i t  does no t  f l ower  ve ry  p r o f u s e l y .  It, must be 

t h e  very l a r g e  form of Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s !  

Graham has had reasonable  success  w i t h  t h e  seeds  of t h e  yel low f lower ing  

p r o s t r a t e  form of Calothamnus q u a d r i f i d u s .  To quo te  from Graham's 

l e t t e r : -  I sowed seeds  i n  Autumn 1992 -- no seeds  came up. I d i d  t h e  

same i n  Autumn 1  9 9 3  and two s e e d l i n g s  emerged. This t ime a g a i n  i n  1994 

I sowed t h e  seeds  i n  a  po lys ty rene  box wi th  o t h e r  s eeds ,  and up they  

came by the  dozens.  A t  f i r s t  I thought  t hey  were weeds! Anyway t o  c u t  a  

long s t o r y  s h o r t  I gave f o u r  away and k e p t  t h r e e  f o r  myself .  The 

l a t t e r  t h r e e  a r  doing very n i c e l y  a t  p r e s e n t .  The two 1993 s e e d l i n g s  

even tua l ly  were p l an t ed  o u t  and now they  bo th  have f lower  buds. One 

p l a n t  has  j u s t  opened i t s  f i r s t  f l ower .  
* * * * * * * * * * *  

I w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  s ee  i f  t h e s e  p l a n t s  s t a y  p r o s t r a t e .  Mine d i d  

f o r  about s i x  y e a r s ,  b u t  du r ing  t h e  nex t  f o u r  y e a r s  has  reached about 

f o u r  f e e t  h igh  by about s i x  f e e t  wide, be ing  a  r a t h e r  open bush. 

Af t e r  a l l  t h e  d r y  weather I l o s t  two e l even  yea r  o l d  Calothamnus 

quad r i f i dus  (no.  2 )  bu t  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  it was on ly  t h e  drought  .which 

caused t h e i r  demise a s  they had masses of weeds growing w i t h  them.But 

t h e  C .  q u a d r i f i d u s  h i r s u t u s ,  C .  q u a d r i f i d u s  no. 6 and t h e  yel low flowered 

form a l l  look good. O f  t h e  newer p l a n t i n g s  on the  s t e e p ,  rocky h i l l  

t h e  C .  homalophyllus & C. tuberosus  have surv ived  w e l l ,  b u t  no t  grown 

a t  a l l .  Lower down t h e  s lope  C .  g r a n i t i c u s  has  d i e d  a f t e r  y e a r s  of 

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t h e  f r o s t  a s  w e l l  a s  d ryness  whi le  C.  g r a n i t i c u s  v .  l e p t -  

ophyl la  has s h o t  up w e l l  a f t e r  looking  a s  though i t  was dead too .  

Calothamnus q u a d r i f i d u s  h i r s u t u s  & quad. tfRhodals S p e c i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  

C .  a sper  and Eremaea a r e  growing ve ry  w e l l .  None of t h e s e  have had any 

wate r ing ,  b u t  were w e l l  mulched a t  p l a n t i n g  ( n e a r l y  a b a l e  of hay each ) .  

The Eremaea b e a u f o r t i o i d e s  has  grown through t h e  drought  wi thout  a  

pause,becoming a  v e r  a t t r a c t i v e  open shrub.  I w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be t a k i n g  Y 
c u t t i n g s  of i t  when I g e t  home, a s  something a s  hardy a s  w e l l  a s  good 

looking i s  w e l l  worth having.  



Q u i t e  some time ago I asked i f  anyone would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

g r a f t i n g  some of our spec ies  but had no rep ly .  So I was very 

pleased when one of our new members, Steve Clemesha, sa id  t h a t  

he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  doing t h i s .  X e  l i v e s  on the  nor th  c o a s t  of 

N.S.W. which would probably be an unsu i t ab le  c l ima te  f o r  some of 

our spec ies ,  but l u c k i l y  being on a  we l l  drained h i 1  some of the  
'I/ 

Calothamnus & Eremaeas could be success fu l  on t h e i r  own r o o t s .  We 

have members s u c c e s s f u l l y  growing our  p l a n t s  near  Gosford and 

Brisbane. After  a l o t  of r a i n  followed by wind they l o s e  some from 

being blown over ,  but  a s  i n  Kerry 's  r e p o r t  e a r l i e r  they can shoot  

up from the  stems. H e  i s  very lucky i n  not having f s o s t s .  

I have heard of our s p e c i e s  being g r a f t e d  onto Kunzia ambigua, 

but  unfor tuneate ly ,  my memory not  being too good, I c a n ' t  t h ink  

where I heard t h i s .  

1 W A S  away i n  June when I should have s e n t  ou t  our f i n a n c i a l  

s ta tement ,  so w i l l  pu t  i t  i n  t h i s  news le t t e r .  

When I g e t  home t h i s  time I w i l l  n o t  be going t o  work a t  Docker 

!liver again,  so should be a b l e  t o  g e t  a  news le t t e r  ou t  then i f  

no one has taken over a s  l eader .  

Brought forward 
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