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Dear Manbers, 

You w i l l  a l l  be p leased  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  L o t h i a n  Books have agreed t o  
p u b l i s h  our book on " A u s t r a l i a n  Dais ies ' '  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  gardening se r i s s .  
P rov i ded  we can produce t h e  f i n i s h e d  manuscr ip t  w i t h i n  t h e  next  few months, i t  w i l l  
be on s a l e  e a r l y  nex t  year. To f i n i s h  our  manuscr ip t  on t ime, more m a t e r i a l  
s u p p o r t  i s  needed f rom members. 

W i l l  you p l ease  h e l p  us by sending i n  any i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you may 
have on  t h e  growing o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  of  anv o f  t h e  d a i s i e s  f rom t h e  l i s t  a t tached,  
as Page 2 of  t h i s  News le t te r .  From my l a s t  p l e a  f o r  he lp ,  out  o f  75 members, on ly  
f i v e  (5 )  responded. Very d ishear ten ing .  Su re l y  t h e r e  must be  more t h a n  f i v e  
members i n  t h e  group g row ing  da i s i es .  Many more members r e c e i v e  seed from t h e  
seed bank, r e s u l t s  o f  which a r e  never known. Maybe members need t o  be reminded what 
a  Study Group i s  a l l  about:- 

" d e  share  an i n t e r e s t  i n  a  s p e c i a l  group o f  p l a n t s ;  we shou ld  be exchans ing 
exaar iencss,  c u t t i n g s ,  seeds and ansaqing in protects aimed a t  t h e  b e t t e r  
unders tand ing  o f  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  r e q u i r m e n t s  o f  our  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t " .  

So t h a t  t h i s  shor tcoming may be  r e c t i f i e d ,  Joy Gre ig  has gone t o  
a  l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  t o  p repa re  new p ropaga t i ng  sheets  f o r  your  use. members who have 
o b t a i n e d  seed o r  c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  pas t  a re  reques ted  t o  complete t hese  forms 
and r e t u r n  as soon as poss ib l e ,  so  t h a t  p rogress  on t h e  book con t inues  w i t h o u t  
h indrance.  

AUTUMN SWING: 

To a l l  t h o s e  members who have r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  t h e  group, I would 
recommend now as b e i n g  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  sowing your  annuals and pe renn ia l s ,  
t o  t a k e  advantage, as I do, o f  t h e  e a r l y  autumn ra i ns .  I made an e a r l y  s t a r t  on 
t h e  2nd March and sowed over 50 c o n t a i n e r s  o f  seed. I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  
s e e d l i n g s  appear ing a f t e r  o n l y  f o u r  days and, seven days l a t e r ,  I was even more 
surprised t o  f i n d  I had 0 Calatis  s e a b i o s i f o l i a ,  2  Calotis m u l t i c a u l i s ,  3 H o l i c h r v s m  
smi-papnosurn, 3 Helichrysum bracteaturn (Cobar), 23 M i n u r i a  leptophylla, 
8 Helipterm rna ryon i i ,  20 PadoLenis canescans and 10 Crasnedia chcvsantha. 
I hope a f t e r  t h i s  week-and's r a i n ,  my r e s u l t s  w i l l  be doubled by naxt  week. 

I am s t i l l  sowing my seeds by t h e  same method as r e p o r t e d  i n  e a r l i e r  
news le t t e r s ,  coarse  r i v e r  sand w i t h  c o n t a i n e r s  s t a n d i n g  i n  water, ou t  i n  t h e  open 
i n  f u l l  sun. Con ta i ne rs  a re  l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e  r a i n ,  bu t  removed from t h e i r - & r a y  o f  
water ,  t o  p reven t  seeds from washing out. 

NEW RlEMBERS: 

I would l i k e  t o  welcome t h e  f o l l o w i n g  new members t o  t h e  group 
and d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  you have a l l  o f f e r e d  t o  p l a y  an !ACTIVE'! part : -  

Thelma & Bruce  Ua l l ace ,  Eaglehawk 
Lynne & I a n  Evans, Eaglehawk 
Tom Cha lk ley ,  Bondigo 

G l o r i a  Thomlinson, Shepparton 
John L l ewe l l yn ,  New Lambton Hts. 
Pe te r  Vaughan, Newcastle. 



Ammobiua alatum 

Erachyscome aculeata 
angusti fol ia 
basal tica 
cardiocarpa 
ciliaris 
ciliocarpa 
deci piens 
diversi fol i a 
graainea 
heterodonta 
iberidifolia 
l ati squaaea 
lineariloba 
melanocarpa 
microcarpa 
aultifida 
ni val i s 
obovata 
parvula 
rididula 
scapigera 
segnentosa 
species (Pilliga) 
stoloni fera 
spathulata 

Calocephalus brouni i 
ci treaus 
sonderi 

Calotis scabiosifolia 

Cassinia aculcata 

Celrisia asteliifolia 
saxifraga 

Helichry~um diosmifolium 
diotophyllu~~ 
elatum 
ledifolium 
Ieucopsidium 
lindleyi 
obcordatu~ 
obtusi foliuw 
rosmarinifolium 
scorpiodies 
secundif lorum 
semi papposun 
stirlingii 
subulifoliua 
thyrsoideum 
vi scosua 

Helipterua albicans 
anthemoi des 
chlorocephalum 
corymbi florur 
cotula 
craspedioides 
fitzgibbonii 
f lori bundum 
humboldti anum 
jesseni i 
aanglesii 
molle 
polygalifolium 

He1 ipterum praecox 
roseum 
splendidum 
stipitatum 
strictua 
venustua 

Ixodia achillaeoides 
Cephalipterum dru~mondii 

Craspedi a chrysantha 
glauca 
globosa 
pleiocephala 

Helichrysua acuainatua 
adenophorum 
alpinum 
ambiguura 
apiculatum 
baxteri 
bl andowski anua 
bracteatum 
cassini anue 
davenport i i 
deal batum 

Leptorhynchos squaaatus 
tenuifolius 

Hicroseris scapigera 

Olearia adenaphora 
asterotricha 
ciliata 
decurrens 
elliptica 
f lori bunda 
frostii 
glutinosa 
iodochroa 
lirata 
pannosa 
~ h l o g o ~ a ~ ~ a  
tomentosa 
ramulosa 
rugosa 

Podolepi s canescens 
jaceoi des 
neglecta 

Rutidosis helichrysoides 
leptorhynchoides 

Senecio pectinatus 
lautus 

Waitzia acuminata 
aurea 
citrina 
suaveolens 



Plycorrh izel  Associat ions i n  t h e  Asteraceae Judy Barker. 

Every member would be aware o f  species t h a t  were d i f f i c u l t  t o  grow i n  garden 
condit ions. I n  my experience such species uould i nc lude  Helichrysum ob tus i fo l i um 
and ~.blandowskianum, ye l ip tarurn  s t i p i t a t u m  and 1.fitzqibboni.i. 

I had thought the  d i f f i c u l t y  might  be due t o  l ack  o f  ( o r  overabundance o f )  some 
element i n  the  growing medium, b u t  a paper t i t l e d  'The Nycor rh i za l  Associat ions 
o f  some Aus t ra l i an  Asteraceae' by J.H.Warcup and P.A.flcGee i n d i c a t e s  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  reason. I ' r e c e n t l y  wrote t o  Dr.  Warcup t o  ask f o r  
more in format ion .  H i s  r e p l y  helped t o  c l a r i f y  mat ters fo r  me, b u t  he warned t h a t  
no t  much i s  knoun about the  mycorrhizas o f  Aus t ra l i an  plants. 

Here a r e  some o f  t h e  p o i n t s  he made8 - 
A mycorrhiza i s  an assoc ia t i on  o f  a fungua w i t h  t h e  r o o t s  o f  a h igher  p lan t .  I t  
ueua l l y  r e s u l t s  i n ' a  n u t r i e n t  exchange system which i s  o f  mutual b e n e f i t  t o  the  
p l a n t  and t o  t h e  fungus. 

I n  s o i l s  o f  low n u t r i e n t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  ( l a c k i n g  phosphorus or sometimes n i t rogen  
o r  both) these mycorrhizas a re  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t he  growth o f  p lan ts , . t ha t  normal ly  
possess them. A f e u  p l a n t s  such as Proteaceae and sedges (and p l a n t s  growing i n  
water) a re  w i thout  mycorrhizas. 

Two s o r t s  o f  mycorrhizas may occur i n  assoc ia t ion  w i t h  speciee o f  t he  Asteracea8:- 

1. - where the  fungus forms a sheath on t h e  r o o t  sur face and may penetrate 
between t h e  r o o t  c e l l s ,  b u t  no t  i n t o  them - known as ec to t roph ic  mycorrhizas. 

2. - Whera the  fungus a c t u a l l y  penetrate8 the  r o o t  c e l l s  - known ae VA mycorrhizas 
(ves icu lar -arbuscu lar  mycorrhizas, t o  g i ve  them t h e i r  daunt ing ly  f u l l  t i t l e ) .  

V A  mycorrhizas occur on most p lan ts ,  whereas ectomycorrhizas a re  thought t o  occur 
main ly  on t rees  such as pines, oaks o r  eucalypts, bu t  i n  A u s t r a l i a  occur on many 
shrubs and herbs. 

The paper r e f e r r e d  t o  examined 80 species o f  Aus t ra l i an  Asteraceas. A l l  were found 
t o  form mycor rh iza l  associat ions,  some be ing both ectomycorrh izal  and VA myco- 
r r h i z a l ,  and some being V A  mycor rh iza l  only. 

I t  i s  tempting t o  speculate t h a t  species l i k e  Heliehryaum blandowskianurn, which 
grow n a t u r a l l y  i n  poor sandy s o i l s ,  won't grow i n  our garden s o i l s  because they 
l a c k  t h e  appropr ia te  fungus w i t h  which t o  form the  mycorrhizas. Dr. Warcup says 
t h a t  i n  theory, i f  n o t  i n  p rac t i ce ,  such p l a n t s  should grow s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  w i t h  
added f e r t i l i z e r s  o r  i n  r i c h e r  s o i l s ,  b u t  f e r t i l i z e r  balance might be h i g h l y  
important.  "Standard" f e r t i l i z e r s  might n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e  requirements o f  these 
p lants.  

Dr. Warcup suggested a method we cou ld  use t o  see whether mycor rh iza l  associat ions 
would he10 our d i f f i c u l t  ~ l a n t a  t o  prow. He a lso  sent  the  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  t e s t s  on 
the  ~ e l f c h r y s u m  and ~elipkerum species he has been ab le  t o  acqu i re  so fa r .  This 
l i s t  is necessary t o  enable us t o  choose which species t o  use i n  our tes ts ,  so i t  
i s  reproduced here:- 

FIYCORRHIZAL ASSOCIATIONS OF SPECIES OF HELICHRYSUm AND HELIPTERUM 

Ecto + V A  V A 

H.apiculatum 
H. b a x t e r i  
H.blandowskianum 



Ecto  + V A  V  A 

H.bracteatum 
H. t e p p e r i  

H.albicans 
H.aust ra le  
H. c o t u l a  
H.demissum 
H.hyalospermurn 
H.pterochaetum 
H .s t i p i t a tum 
H.venustum 

H.moschatum 
H.pygmaeum 
H. roseum 
H.spicatum 
H.splendidum 
H.s t r i c tum 
H.tenellum 
H . t r o e d e l i i  
H.uni f lorum 

The m y c o r r h i z a l  fungus chosen muat be p resen t  i n  t h e  s o i l  mix o f  ou r  t es t s .  The 
r o o t s  o f  p l a n t s  growing i n  n a t u r a l  s o i l  w i l l  fo rm t h e  inoculum o f  fungus. So f o r  
a  VA p l a n t ,  such as !.dawsnportfi, t h e  inoculum used c o u l d  be d r ied .  f i n e  r o o t s  
o f  another  epecies (growing n a t u r a l l y ) ,  such as l.scorpioides. I n  t h e  case o f  an 
e c t o  p l a n t ,  such as ~.b landowskienum, t h e  r o o t s  shou ld  be l i v i n q  and f rom a 
n a t u r a l l y  growing spec ies  such as H.apiculatum. 

The f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  shou ld  be noted:- 

1. The growing mix  shou ld  c o n s i s t  of  a base s o i l  which i s  l o w  i n  a v a i l a b l e  
n u t r i e n t s .  

2. The inoculum c o n s i s t s  o f  a t h i n  l a y e r  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  r o o t s  p l a c e d  2 t o  3cm 
below t h e  su r f ace  so t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  o f  t h e  s e e d l i n g  grow th rough  i t  soon 
a f t e r  germinat ion. 

3. A c o n t r o l  p o t  c o n t a i n i n g  no fungus shou ld  be used f o r  t e s t i n g  each species.  

4. A c o n t r o l  o f  "garden s o i l "  c o u l d  a l s o  be used. 

Dr. Warcup, i n  a  l a t e r  l e t t e r ,  has added t h e  f o l l o w i n g  in fo rmat ion : -  

5. The inoculum ( r o o t s )  does n o t  need t o  be a  t h i c k  l a y e r  and, i f  l i t t l e  i s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  germinate t h e  s e e d l i n g  (s)  and p u t  a  s m a l l  wad o f  inoculum bes ide  
( touch ing)  t h e  t a p  roo t .  

6. I n  ve ry  poor  s o i l s  mycorrh izas may n o t  h e l p  p l a n t  growth. The fungus has t o  
be a b l e  t o  e x t r a c t  more n u t r i e n t s  f rom s o i l  than  i t  needs f o r  i t s e l f .  

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  m y c o r r h i z a l  f ung i  p resen t  i n  t h e  Cobar sands have he lped  
He l i p te rum m o l l e  t o  be so much more impress ive  t han  i t  i s  i n  Hawthorn. The same 
goes f o r  HeLichrysum adenophorurn var. wadda l l i ae  and many more o f  t h e  Asteraceae 
we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  grow i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime. I t  may be t h a t  t h e  
spec ies we f i n d  easy t o  grow have been s e l e c t e d  over t h e  years t o  be more 
independent o f  m y c o r r h i z a l  assoc ia t ions .  Dr. Warcup suggests t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  
they  may t o l e r a t e  t h e  h i g h e r  n u t r i e n t  l e v e l s  t h a t  gardeners a r e  prone t o  use 
b e t t e r  t han  o t h e r  species.  O r  t h e  p o o r l y  growing spec ies  may be more dependent 
on t h e i r  mycorrhizas. 

more work i s  be ing  done on t h i s  s u b j e c t  which c o u l d  be o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  us. 
Our Group i s  h e l p i n g  t o  supp ly  seed of those spec ies Dr. Warcup has n o t  t e s t e d  
so f a r ,  and we a r e  very  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  exp lana t i ons  and ass i s tance  he has 
g i ven  us. We a l s o  thank Dr. P h i l i p  Shor t  f o r  sending a  copy o f  t h e  paper t o  us. 

Reference: Warcup, J.H. h McGee, P.A.(1983). The m y c o r r h i z a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  
some A u s t r a l i a n  Asteraceae. New Phytolosist, 95, 667 - 672. 



TRIP TO BQCONG H I G H  P L A I N S  - J O Y  C O O K  

Some would l i k e n  i t  t o  a  r e l i g i o n ,  as members a r e  o f t e n  seen down on t h e i r  
hands and knees i n  h i g h  places. I would say i t  s i g n i f i e s  a  penchant f o r  d a i s i e s  
t h a t  draws members of  t h e  B/H Study Group on t h e i r  annual p i l g r i m a g e  t o  t h e  a l ps  
every summer, t o  p rove  t h e i r  devo t i on  t o  t h e  d a i s i e s  and h e l p  f u l f i l  t h e i r  aims 
i n  grolding t hese  spec tacu la r  p lan ts .  

Th i s  year w i tnessed  a group o f  very a c t i v e  members ou t  a long  t h e  Bogong 
t r a c k ,  packs on  backs, cameras i n  hand i n  t h e  quest t o  spo t  and cap tu re  on f i l m  
a  ne,J daisy.  

m t .  Nelse was t o  be our f i r s t  walk; how eager ly  we s tepoed i t  ou t  a long 
t h e  t r a c k  t o  t h e  summit. Jus t  above t h e  t r e e  l i n e ,  growing i n  spec tacu la r  t u f t s  
a long  t h e  stream, Cel rn is ia  sericoohvlla q u i c k l y  cap tu red  our a t t e n t i o n .  The broad 
tomentose, s i l k y  s i l v e r  leaves  were massed i n  p r o f u s i o n  t o  form l a r g e  clumps. I 
thought  t h i s  p l a n t  would make an i d e a l  border  p l a n t ,  but  hav ing  read  on my r e t u r n  
t o  Melbourne t h a t  t h i s  p l a n t  i s  deciduous i n  winter ,  I q u i c k l y  changed my mind. 
B rachyscme  dec io i ens  was a l s o  found growin,g i n  t h i s  area, i n  company w i t h  Padolsnis 
robus ta ,  O l s a r i a  f r o s t i i ,  ph loqopap~a,  Lsptorhynchos squamatus and Cel rn is ia  
a s t e l i i f o l i a .  

We were a l l  a  l i t t l e  d isappo in ted  w i t h  t h e  f l o r a l  d i s p l a y  a long t h e  t r ack ,  
d a i s f s s  were n o t  as p r o l i f i c  as we had hoped, they occur red  i n  s o l i t a r y  clumps o r  
i <o la ted  pockets. The r e s i d e n t  c a t t l e  looked extremely con ten ted  w i t h  t h e i r  l o t .  
Had t h e s e  innocen t  l o o k i n g  animals eaten t h e  da i s i es?  

Despondency w i t h  hav ing  walked f a r  and found L i t t r a , s o o n  disappeared-when we 
reached t h e  summit o f  M t .  Nelse and found Hel ip terum a lb icans,  u i n u r n  , 
f l o u r i s h i n g  _ o n  r o c k y  t e r r a i n .  (1t must be noted .- t h e  absance o f  catt le  here). -- - - 
We had Pound t h i s  spec ies  growing a t  Kosciusko l a s t  year, t h e  b r a c t s  be ing  a deeper 
cream t h a n  t h e  form a t  M t .  Nelse. Brachyscome n i v a l i s  N. n i v a l i s  was a l s o  found i n  
t h i s  area. Some members r e t u r n e d  v i a  t h e  Heathy Spur t r a c k  and r e p o r t e d  numsrous, 
showy p l a n t s  o f  Helichrysm a l ~ i n u m ,  most a t t r a c t i v e  d t h  wine r e d  buds. 

fflt. J i m  was t h e  nex t  area t o  f e e l  t h e  t r e a d  o f  boots  from t h e  f ee t  o f  Study 
Group members; once aga in  we were d i sappo in ted  i n  t h e  f l o r a l  d isp lay .  Approaching 
t h e  summit, we were g ree ted  by a raucous f l o c k  o f  crows. I was f a r  from impressed 
w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  s h a r i n g  my lunch  w i t h  these  ravenous raucous f a l l o m ,  bu t  f o r t una te l y ,  
they  l e f t  t o  a l l o w  us t o  eat  i n  t h e  so l i t ude ,o f  t h e  g rea t  open spaces. A b l u e  form 
o f  B rachyscme  r iqtdufa  was t h e  p r e v a l e n t  da isy  here, a long w i t h  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  
craspedias, The r e t u r n  t r i p  brought us upon Brachyscma n i v a l i s  N. alpinum growing 
i n  a  boggy s i t u a t i o n .  

Wednesday found us a t tempt ing  t o  c l i m b  fflt. Bogong v i a  t h e  s ta i r case .  Some 
found t h a t  t hey  were no t  as f i t  as they  had surmised, many a s i t  down s t o p  was taken, 
and I had t o  admit  t h a t  t h e  summit,via t h e  staircase,was o u t s i d e  my p h y s i c a l  a b i l i t y .  
I was o n l y  t o o  p leased  t o  admit  de fea t  and langu ish  amongst t h e  s t y l i d i ums ,  under t h e  
shade o f  magn i f i cen t  snow gums a t  Bivouac Hut and b r e a t h e i n  t h a t  l o v e l y  mounta in  a i r .  
O n  our ' -geturn,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were t h e  o n l y  ones w i t h  enough energy l e f t  t o  t u r n  c a r t -  
wheels and handstands. I t  was a l l  I c o u l d  do t o  l i f t  t h e  c o f f e e  cup t o  my l i p s .  
many an aching body was nursed o f f  t o  bed e a r l y  t h a t  evening. 

Thursday a t  Nt. Buffa10,found sunshine and da is ies ,  d a i s i e s  everywhere, t h e  
panacea t o  h e l p  f o rge t  t hose  aches and pains.  Bodies t h a t  had hobbled home yesterday, 
were i n s t a n t l y  r e j u v i n a t e 4  and sk ipped along. t h e  roads ide  l i k e  s p r i n g  lambs e x t o l l i n g  
t h e  e x q u i s i t e  beauty o f  HelL~t srm albicans, ssp. a lb icans ,  mr buffaloensis. These 
we found growing rampant a long  t h e  roads ide  and on rocky  t e r r a i n .  The spec tacu la r  
y e l l o w  heads and t h e  s o f t  s i l v e r y  green f o l i a g e  make t h i s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  p l a n t  f o r  t h e  
suburban garden. I t  was a r e a l  crowd p leaser  i n  my garden l a s t  year and I got  g rea t  
p l easu re  i n  showing i t  o f f  t o  any passer-by. 

Alas every p l a n t  has i t s  hour and He l ip te rum a lb i cans  v ~ r .  bu fFa loens is  was 
soon f o r g o t t e n  when someone spo t t ed  Hel ichrvsum adenoahorum m. wadde l l i ae  growing 
f u r t h e r  a long  t h e  day. L i k e  a p lague o f  l o c u s t s  we converged on t h e  p l an t ,  t o  admire 
w i t h  much g l o r i f i c a t i o n  t h e  beauty o f  t h i s  species,enough i n  f a c t  t o  make i t  blush, 
t h o s e  deep p i n k  buds were sublime, opening i n t o  e legant  p a l e  p i n k  f lowers.  



Hel ichrvsum adenopharm u. wadde l l i ae  i s  an e r e c t  branching p l a n t  
w i t h  each l e a f y  branch bea r i ng  a  s i n g l e  f l owe r  head. The leaves  a re  narrow l v i t h  
a  d i s t i n c t  perfume. H. aden~phorurn w. wadde l l i ae  i s  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n  t o  
Hel ichrvsum leuco~si r feum,~l rh ich we found p i n k  forms of,on t h e  Bungalow Spur. 

C a t t l e  haven ' t  been a l lowed t o  g raze  on fflt. B u f f a l o  f o r  many years, h e n c ~  
t h e  abundance o f  da is ies .  Hel ichrysum acminatum, adsnophorum, hooker i ,  s co rp io i des ,  
3ecundiPlorum, s ~ m i - ~ a ~ ~ o s u m ( ~ r g ~  l e a f  form), thyrsoidsum, H e l i p t  erum a lb i cans  x. 
bu?Paloensis, Brachyscoma spa thu la ta ,  O l e a r i a  erubsscens, C a l m i s l a  a s t e l i l f o l i a ,  
Senecio l au tus ,  L e ~ t o r h y n c h a s  squarnatus, M i c r o s e r i s  scaoiqera. What a  c o n t r a s t  t o  
t h e  i s o l a t e d  and s o l i t a r y  p l a n t s  we found growing out aloAg t h e  Bogong t r a c k ,  h e r e  
t h e  p l a n t s  had co lon i zed  and spread i n t o  f l o u r i s h i n g  h e a l t h y  communities. 

Track ing across t h e  Razor Back from Hotham and down t h e  Bungalow Spur t o  
H a r r i e t v i l l e  was t h e  endurance t e s t  we had a l l  been w a i t i n g  f o r .  D i d  comple t ing  
t h i s  walk, 22 kms i n  6 hours, q u a l i f y  one as an a c t i v e  membsr? A c r a c k i n g  pace was 
s e t  as t i m e  d i d n ' t  a l l o w  f o r  any i d l e  ma l inger ing ,  l o o k i n g  a t  d a i s i e s  we had p r e v i o u s l y  
perused. F l e e t i n g l y  we admire t h e  many co loured  forms o f  O l a a r i a  f r o s t i i  t h a t  grew 
a longs ide  t h e  t r ack .  H e l i ~ t e r u n  a lb i cans  x. a l b i c a n s  5. a lb i cans  had a  s t r o n g  
h o l d  amongst t h e  rocks, t u r n i n g  i t s  y e l l o w  heads towards t h e  sun. Heliehrysum . 

sco rp io i dss ,  a l though no t  i n  f lower ,  formed t h i c k  mat ted  borders  edging t h e  narrow 
pa th  across t h e  r idges .  Hel ichrvsum acuminatum was i n  bud, apparen t l y  we were j u s t  
a  week o r  two e a r l y  t o  cap tu re  t h e i r  f u l l  f l o r i s t i c  beauty. H e r b f i e l d s  o f  C r a s ~ e d i a s '  
were a  p leasan t  s i g h t  o f  which I never t i r e .  On t h e  l e e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i dges ,  g lades 
o f  snow gums threw b e a u t i f u l l y  i n t r i c a t e  shadows across t h e  t r a c k  and B o r o n i a  a l q i d a  
n e s t l e d  amongst t h e  rocks  p e r t l y  showing i t s  t i n y  p i n k  f lowers.  

A sense o f  euphor ia  overcame me as I turned  and looked  back. Away i n  t h e  
d i s t a n c e  Hotham S k i  V i l l a g e  cou ld  j u s t  be seen th rough t h e  azure b l u e  atmosphere. 
On again, w i t h  Mt .  B u f f a l o  on t h e  l e f t  and M t .  Loch t o  t h e  r i g h t  and he re  was I, h i g h  
on a  r i d g e  i n  t h e  middle,  w i t h  b l ue , -g reen  waves o f  v a l l e y s  and r i d g e s  i n  between. 
The e x h i l a r a t i n g  f e e l i n g  from being t h e r e  was f a n t a s t i c .  

Lunch was ea ten  i n  a  copse o f  snou gums j u s t  n o r t h  o f  High Knob. From he re  
t h e  t r a c k  s loped  s t e a d i l y  downwards. (I n o t i c e d  as we passed t h e  t r a c k  t o  Fea ther top  
Summit t h a t  no-one vo lun teered  t o  do a  q u i c k  dash t o  t h e  top.) 

Fede ra t i on  Hut marked a  change i n  t h e  vege ta t ion ,  t h e  a l p i n e  h e r b f i e l d s  were 
l e f t  beh ind  and s o  t o o  t h e  g n a r l e d  and t w i s t e d  snow gums. Dry s c l e r o p h y l l  f o r e s t  nold 
bordered  t h e  t r a c k  which descended qu i ck l y .  I oou ld  s m e l l  t h e  c o f f e e  a w a i t i n g  me i n  
t h e  c a r  park  below and l i k e  a  horse t o  water, I b o l t e d  home. ( ~ r a n k l ~ ,  I was t o o  
scared  t o  stop, f o r  fear  o f  not  be ing  a b l e  t o  r e - s t a r t ) .  H a r r i e t v i l l e  must be t h e  
most e l u s i v e  town i n  V i c t o r i a .  I t  seemed j u s t  when I f e l t  I c o u l d  reach  ou t  and 
touch  i t ,  i t  d isappeared on t h e  nex t  bend. As my l e g s  ached and my c r a v i n g  f o r  c o f f e e  
became more acute, I wondered i f  i t  was a m y t h i c a l  p l a c e  l i k e  Brigadoon. F o r t u n a t e l y  
i t  does e x i s t ,  and as I stumbled out  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  i n t o  t h e  car-park  a t  H a r r i e t v i l l e ,  
r each ing  f o r  t h e  thermos f l a s k  I asked maureen I' Does t h i s  q u a l i f y  me as an a c t i v e  
member?" She d i d n ' t  ansllrer, she was t o o  i n v o l v e d  i n  removing h e r  boots, a l l  I heard 
was AIR-A-H. Was t h a t  a  s i g h  o f  r e l i e f ,  o r  had she s p o t t e d  a  new daisy!  I was t o o  
t i r e d  t o  f i n d  out. 

Many thanks t o  N e i l  & J o y  f o r  t h e i r  guidance over t h e  wesk. 

DONATIONS: 

Thank you t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  members f o r  t h 2 i r  donations:- 

S.G.A.P,(~ic.)1nc. - $7.00 Bev. Courtney 84.00 
Be th  Armstrong - 2.00 Tom Cha lk ley  $2.00 
Gwenda Macdonald - 2.00 Esma & A l f  S a l k i n  $3.00 
Pa t  Treacy - 1.00 



HELSPTERUW PRAECOX: 

R o f e r  t o  P a g e  4 ,  p a r a  5 ,  N e w s l e t t e r  No.13 - H e l i o t e r u m  praecax. 
We h a v e  now r 9 c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i m e n s  o f  HaLipterum 
Draecox and He l ip t e ru rn  co t c r l a  f r m  Dr. P a u l  G. W i l s o n ,  S e n i o r  B o t a n i s t  o f  t h e  
J.A. Herbar ium,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  t e n t a t i v e  key t o  t h e  s p e c i e s : -  

11 Heliptertrm oraecax is  found i n  V i c t o r i a  and  New S o u t h  Wales. J.H. Willis, 
i n  h i s  Handbook t o  P l a n t s  i n  V i c t o r i a  vo1.2, i n c o r r e c t l y  r e f s r r e d  t h i s  p l a n t  
t o  H .  c o t u l a  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r  i n  t h e    astern S t a t e s .  

H s l i p t s r u r n  c o t u l a  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  s e e d  from 
which y o u r  s~sc imen no.2 was g r o v n  must  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  
Your s p e c i m e n  m a t c h e s  p l a n t s  found i n  t h e  h i l l s  east o f  P e r t h .  

A p a r t  f rom f l o r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  t h e  two s p e c i e s  may b e  r e a d i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by 
t h e  l e a f  t ips ;  i n  H. cotula t h e  l ower  and m i d d l e  l e a v e s  a lways  have  b l u n t  t i p s ;  
i n  1. mascox a l l  t h e  leaves h a v e  a c u m i n a t e  t i p s  ( t h e y  end i n  a s l e n d e r  po in t ) . ' 1  

He l ip t a ru rn  c o k u l a  qroup 

1. Leaves  ( m i d d l e  and l o w e r )  b l u n t ;  i n n e r m o s t  i n v o l u c r a l  b r a c t s  w i t h  v e r y  
s h o r t  rounded  o r  t r u n c a t e  limb. 

2. R e c e p t a c l e  rounded ;  i n n e r m o s t  i n v o l u c r a l  b r a c t s  w i t h  s h o r t  rounded  l imb;  

pappus  t i p s  y e l l o w  (W.A. ,  G e r a l d t o n  s o u t h w a r d s )  H. c o t u l a  

2. R e c e p t a c l e  c o n i c a l ;  innerrnoit i n v o l u c r a l  b r a c t s  w i t h  e x t r e m e l y  s h o r t  

t r u n c a t e  w h i t e  l imb ;  pappus t i p s  w h i t e ,  c l a v a t e  (w.A., Bunbury 

s o u t h w a r d s )  H. pus i l l u rn  

1. Leaves  ( m i d d l e  'and l o w e r )  acwn ina t e ;  i n n e r m o s t  i n v o l u c r a l  b r a c t s  w i t h  

r a d i a t i n g  l imb.  

3. ,Achene  smooth ,  c. 2 mm l ong ;  stem u s u a l l y  s i m p l e ;  r e c e p t a c l e  rounded  

(W.A., Pember ton-Walpole  a r e a )  H. SD. 

3. Achene v e r r u c o s e ,  t o  1 mm l o n g ;  s t m  m o s t l y  b ranched ;  r e c e p t a c l e  

rounded o r  c o n i c a l .  

4. Stem u s u a l l y  b ranched  a t  and above  b a s e ;  r e c e p t a c l e  rounded  (~J .A . ,  

P e r t h  s o u t h w a r d s )  H. s i m u l e x  

1. Stem b r a n c h i n g  a t  b a s e ;  r e c e p t a c l e  c o n i c a l  ( s o u t h  e a s t e r n  

A u s t r a l i a )  H. u r a e c o x  

I f  any members h a v e  s e e d  from t h e  s e e d  bank marked H e l i p t e r u m  c o t u l a  
'Wedderburn J u n c t i o n "  p l e a s e  a l t e r  name t o  r e a d  Helipterum praecox " ~ e d d e r b u r n  
J u n c t i o n r 1 ,  w h i t e  form. 

On Page  2 i n  N e w s l e t t e r  No.13, u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  o f  "Sma l l  D a i s i e s  f o r  P o s i e s "  
amend " H e l i p t e r m  c o t u l a  - Mayweek S u n r a y  - A l l  S t a t e s  e x c e p t  Tas." t o  " H e l i p t e r u m  
c o t u l a  - mayweed S u n r a y  - r e s t r i c t e d  t o  W.A. only1'. P l e a s e  n o t e  a l s o  t h e  t y p o -  
g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r  i n  MayweeA - s h o u l d  b e  Mayweed. 

B O O K  COMMITTEE w i l l  meet  i n  f u t u r e  on  a  TWU83DAY a t  9.30 a.m. 

M O N T H L Y  MEETINGS FOR MEMBERS f i r s t  Tuesday o f  e a c h  month. Because  o f  E a s t e r ,  
nex t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  8 t h  A p r i l ,  1986. 



OUT1 NGS: 

I t  was l a t e  October b e f o r e  I uas a b l e  t o  arrange our f i r s t  o u t i n g  f o r  1985, 
t hen  four  mora came i n  qu i ck  succession. From t h i s ,  i t  can be seen, t h a t  I 
despera te ly  need an "Out ings Organiserl'. These ou t ings  a r e  u s u a l l y  l o t s  o f  fun, 
a l though occas iona l l y ,  unexpected i n c i d e n t s  occur. A few l o n g  ua l ks  th rough t h e  
ygar  wouldn ' t  go amiss e i t h e r ,  j u s t  t o  keep members f i t  and a c t i v e  f o r  t h e i r  annual 
mounta in  sojourn. Who i s  go ing  t o  vo lun tee r  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  t h i s  group a c t i v i t y ?  

HILDA CROUCH'S ALPINE GARDEN - BERYL BIRCH 

Bs ing  i n  Geelong a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  a wedding, Frank and I s e t  ou t  on t h e  
morning of Sunday, 27 th  October f o r  H a l l a r a t  and H i l d a  Crouch's garden a t  Mt. Helen. 
P l e n t y  o f  Astsraceae a long  t h e  road. Dandel ions and cape-weed. 

H i l d a ' s  garden i s  sheer joy. I n t r oduced  p l a n t s  predominate, f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  
ground betueen t h e  p i l l a r e d  t r u n k s  o f  l o c a l  eucalypts.  H i l d a  p r e f e r s  low-growing 
f lowery  t h i n g s  and she j o i n e d  SGAP f o r  t h e  purpose o f  adding A u s t r a l i a n  spec ies  t o  
h e r  a l ready  imp ress i ve  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  spec ies  p l a n t s  from.othsr p a r t s  o f  t h e  world,  
b u t  she has not found i t  e n t i r e l y  easy t o  acqu i re  seeds or p l a n t s  o f  t h e  types  she 
requ i res .  A t  any r a t e  - some l i t t l e  po t s  of d a i s i e s  were f i n d i n g  a new home t h a t  
morning. 

1t was beaut  t o  meet H i l d a  and anothsr  B a l l a r a t  marnber, H i l l  Owen. B i l l  
was our gu ide  t o  some l o c a l  f o r e s t e d  areas, b u t  alas, t h e  f o r e s t  d a i s i e s  were s t i l l  
t o o  shy t o  come ou t  and meet us. Hel ichrvsum sco rp io i des  was j u s t  peeping, b u t  
t h e  o n l y  wide awake d a i s i e s  were tousle-headed Yams w i t h  g r a c e f u l  buds d i p p i n g  swan- 
l i k e  necks t o  p reen  g reen  feathers .  

We a l l  had a l o v e l y  r e l a x i n g  day among t h e  o ther  p l a n t s  - bo th  w i l d  and 
c u l t i v a t e d  - and were no t  p u t  o f f  by t h e  unseasonable ' d i s -As te r ' .  H i l d a  and B i l l  
a r e  b o t h  p r o l i f i c  and i n v e n t i v e  propagators,  so  we eager ly  awa i t  r e p o r t s  o f f  t h e i r  
assembly l i nes .  

THE V I S I T  TO "BUSH GEMS" - BARBARA- HUCHANAN 

A t  "Hush Gemsf1 i n  Old Emerald Road, Monbulk, t h e  Turner f m i l y ,  Merv., Ngai re  
and Co l in ,  p r o v i d e  an  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  a l l  S.G.A.P.members and f o r  "Dais ies"  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  Here i s  a c t i v e  progress i n  p u r s u i t  o f  some o f  t h e  main aims o f  t h e  
s o c i e t y  and s tudy group:- 

" The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new p l a n t s  t o  h o r t i c u l t u r e , t h r o u g h  c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  bes t  forms and new s p e c i e s , a l l i e d  t o  r i g o r o u s  c u l l i n g  o f  d isease  prone 
o r  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  p l a n t s  ; 

a range o f  t r i a l s  t o  improve p ropaga t i on  success and improve genera l  management 
o f  t h e  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l ;  - -  - 

opening up new markets  for,and i n c r e a s i n g  p u b l i c  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of,our n a t i v e  p lants1 ' ,  

"Bush Gems" is an ap t  t i t l e  and i t  i s  a l s o  a success fu l  commercial operat ion,  
p roduc ing  a v a r i e t y  o f  p l a n t s  f o r  t h e  cu t - f l owe r  trade. Nga i re  has a s p e c i a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  da i s i es ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  f a m i l y  team e f f o r t .  

When we v i s i t e d  i n  November, t h e  ornamental areas were s u f f e r i n g  i n  p laces  
from t h e  rampant weeds,which r e v e l  i n  t h e  r i c h  Monbulk s o i l .  The work e f f o r t ,  when 
weather permi t ted ,  had been d i r e c t e d  t o  a  l a r g e  p l an t i ng -up  o p e r a t i o n  o f  an e x t r a  
t h r e e  acres, a f u r t h e r  s tage  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  development plan. However, t h e  amenity 
and commercial aspects  o f  t h e  gardeniare no t  necessa r i l y  i n  c o n f l i c t  - a l o n g  row o f  
Paws and a l ong  border  o f  He l f  chrvsum a ~ i c u l a t u n  (a  s p e c i a l  l o n g  stemmed form) a r e  
very  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  garden design. 

The unusua l l y  wet season had delayed t h e  s o i l  p r e p a r a t i o n  so  t h a t  on our  v i s i t  
t h e r e  were po t s  and tubes  everywhere; i n  t h e  t u n n e l  and t h e  g lasshouse and t a k i n g  over 

t h e  verandahs. We were p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  t r i a l  o f  He l i p te rum roseum, 



THE VISIT TO "BUSH GEMS" CONT'D. 

s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  r a n g e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  by a  g rowth  r e g u l a t o r .  T h e r e  is  a  hope  t h a t  t h i s  
d i l l  e n a b l e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t s  t o  p r o d u c e  a  l a r g e  c r o p  f o r  c u t t i n g  i n  o u r  
l a t e  summer, e a r l y  autumn, a s  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  U.S. f o r  f l o w e r s  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  T h e r e  were  a l s o  many p o t s  o f  o t h e r  d a i s i s s  w a i t i n g  t h e r e  f o r  p l a n t i n g  
o u t .  D a i s i e s  t h a t  had  been  g e r m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  g l a s s  house  o n  t h e  h o t  bed ,were  
p r i c k e d  o u t  and l e f t  i n  t h e  u n h e a t e d  a r e a  o f  t h e  g l a s s  h o u s e ,  t o  t r y  and p r o d u c e  
p l a n t s  e a r l i e r  and more  r e l i a b l e  t h a n  o u t d o o r  sowing  would produce .  T h i s  i s  a  
deve lopmen t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t r i a l s  r e p o r t e d  by N g a i r e  i n  an  e a r l i e r  n e w s l e t t e r .  
A n o t h e r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  i s  f i t t e d  t o  hol l j  rows  o f  d r y i n g  f l o w e r s ,  a s  t h e  
m a r k e t  a c c e p t s  b o t h  f r e s h  and d r i e d  f l o w e r s .  The  m a i n  a n n u a l  s p e c i e s  u sed  a r e  
H e l i p t s r u m  r o s e u n ,  r n a n q l e s i i  and H e l i c h r v s m  b r a e t e a t w n  x. viscosun. 

V a r i e d  and  numerous a s  t h e  d a i s y  p r o j e c t s  a r e ,  t h e y  a r e  by no means t h e  l i m i t  
o f  t h e  work and  i n t e r e s t  a t  "Bush Gems". Merv 's  Paws a r e  now q u i t e  well known and 
h i s  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  b e e n  a  m a j o r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  b r e e d i n g  and s e l e c t i n g  b o t h  f o r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  
h a r d i n e s s  and mould r e s i s t a n c e .  I t  is f a s c i n a t i n g  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s h a d e s  s e l l  b e t t e r  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  The U.S. t a k i n g  t h e  l i g h t  and b r i g h t  c o l o u r s  and A s i a  t h e  
r e d s .  Then t h e r e  is  t h e  g o r g e o u s  D a r w i n i a  whose p r o p a g a t i o n  s e c r e t s  h a v e  b e e n  
c r a c k e d .  T h i s ,  we c a n  p o s s i b l y  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  b u y i n g  s h o r t l y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
Chame lauc iuns  and  many o t h e r s .  

The  m e e t i n g  was rounded  o f f  by a f t e r n o o n  t e a ,  m a t e r i a l  s u s t e n a n c e  a f t e r  s o  
much s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t .  Our t h a n k s  t o  t h e  T u r n e r s  f o r  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s h a r e  
t h e i r  v i s i o n .  

INDEXING: 

I h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  and h a v e  a g r e e d ,  t o  number t h e  pages  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  
c o n s e c u t i v e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  s o  a  q u i c k  r e f e r e n c e  i n d e x  may b e  c o m p i l e d  and 
i s s u e d  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r .  

O R G A N  PIPES NATIONAL PARK: 

A l e t t e r  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  S e r v i c e ,  a s k i n g  f o r  o u r  
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  p r o p a g a t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o m p o s i t e s ,  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  
r e v e g e t a t i o n  scheme f o r  t h e  Organ P i p e s  N a t i o n a l  Park .  T h i s  is  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  
o n e  o f  t h e  aims o f  o u r  g r o u p  - r e g e n e r ? t i o n  o f  d e p l e t e d  a r e a s .  

Al though s e e d s  s u p p l i e d  a r e  no t  Brachyscomes  o r  H e l i p t e r u m s ,  t h e y  a r e  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  d a i s i e s ,  and any  members who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  assist ,  w i l l  b e  r e - imbur sed  
by t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me f o r  s e e d s  i f  you would l i k e  t o  h e l p .  S p e c i e s  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  d a t e  are:- 

O l e a r i a  d e c u r r e n s ,  C a l o t i s  s c a p i g e r a ,  C r a s p e d i a  c h r y s a n t h a ,  P o d o l e p i s  J a c e o i d e s .  

..... 
A PLEA FOR OLEARIA CUTTINGS: 

P e t e r  Vaughan o f  66 Ridgeway Road,  New Lambton H t s . ,  N.S.W. 2305,  o n e  o f .  ou r  
new members, h a s  b e e n  a s k e d  by t h e  New S o u t h  Wales  SoG.AoP.,to p u t  o n  a d i s p l a y  o f  
O l e a r i a s  f o r  t h e i r  f o u r  shows i n  1988. I f  t h e r e  a r e  any members who c o u l d  s u p p l y  
P e t e r  w i t h  c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  h e  w i l l  b e -  happy t o  r e f u n d  a l l  p o s t a g e  and exchange  
c u t t i n g s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s .  P e t e r  i s  a l r e a d y  growing t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i e s : -  

O l e a r i a  a x i l l a r i s ,  e l l i p t i c a ,  m i c r o p h y l l a ,  m y r s i n i o i d e s ,  n e r n s t i i ,  ph logopappa ,  
q u e r c i f o l i a ,  r a rnu losa ,  t omen tosa .  



WERRIBEE OUTING by Judy Barker. 

Our da isy  hunt a t  Werribee on 17th. November, l e d  by Laur ie Gilmore, cou ld  n o t  
have been more f u l l  o f  i nc iden t .  I n  j u s t  one day Laur ie  l e d  us a t  breakneck speed 
t o  more dais ies,  some completely new t o  us, than we normally expect t o  see i n  a 
l ong  weekend. I n  the  procesa t h e  wind blew a gale, t he  showers were frequent,  
some o f  us became bogged, and we found snakes, bu t  i t  was a day t o  remember w i t h  
great  pleasure. Anyway, i t  would be hard t o  f o r g e t  it! 

The Schaumanns and the  B i rches s e t  the p a t t e r n  by w a i t i n g  punctua l ly  ou ts ide  some 
b u i l d i n g  which was n o t  the  Post Of f ice .  By the  t ime they r e a l i s e d  t h i s  f a c t  we 
had gathered a mother and son i n t o  our entourage who had been wa i t i ng  v a i n l y  t o  
be taken on a bush walk. 

Our f i r s t  t a r g e t  was the  Truganina cemetery. Lau r ie  had not  v i s i t e d  i t  f o r  e igh t -  
een months and had tempora r i l y  m i s l a i d  it. A f t e r  seve ra l  s o r t i e s  we asked a l o c a l  
farmer t h e  way. He thought we c o n s t i t u t e d  a cortege, though i t  must have e t ruck  
him t h a t  we were a cheer fu l - l ook ing  l o t  o f  mourners. When we f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  we 
were de l i gh ted  by a sea o f  s u r p r i s i n g l y  robust  Ru t idas i s  leptorrhynbhoides, 
t he  But ton Wrinklwort.  Th is  i s  what we had e s p e c i a l l y  come t o  see as i t  i s  l i s t e d  
as an endangered species,in ser ious  danger o f  disappearing from the  w i l d  e t a t e  
( ~ e i g h ,  Boden and ~r iggs,1984).  I t  looks '  l i k e  a s tu rdy  leptorhynchos, as i t s  name 
impl ies .  I n  t h i s  h a b i t a t  i t  i s  a small ,  bushy herb, about 30 x 30cm, w i t h  many 
b r i g h t  yel low, t e r m i n a l  f lower  heads, 1.5 - 2cm i n  diameter, a l l  l ook ing  l i k e  
convex buttons. I n  V i c t o r i a  i t  i s  now found on ly  i n  a feu  ra i lway  reserves and a 
couple o f  cemeteries on t h e  K e i l o r  b a s a l t  p la ins .  Apparently grazing, growing o f  
pas ture  w i t h  the  use o f  superphosphate and weed growth,have caused i t s  disappear- 
ance. I t  has n o t  been ab le  t o  compete w i t h  o ther  herbaceous species. It has been 
found i n  smal l  popu la t ions  i n  t h e  A.C.T. and near Queenbeyan i n  N.S.U.. Th is  
species can be grown from seed and prabably from c u t t i n g s  so we should t r y  t o  get  
i t  i n t o  c u l t i v a t i o n .  I t  would be a b r i g h t  l i t t l e  sub jec t  i f  i t s  h a b i t  i n  t h e  bush 
can be mainta ined i n  t h e  garden. 

Other da is ies  i n  t h e  cemetery were a tough-looking form o f  Heliehrysum apiculatum 
u i t h  blue-green f o l i a g e  and a whi te brachyscome,which caused some excitement as 
we d i d n ' t  recognise i t  a t  f i r s t .  I t  was a da in ty ,  s lender p lan t ,  25cm t a l l , , w i t h  
a s o l i t a r y ,  t e r m i n a l  head, 2.5cm i n  diameter. 

A t  our  nex t  stop, beside t h e  r a i l w a y  j u s t  ou t  o f  Werribee, Frank B i r c h  n e a r l y  
stepped on a snake. Treading g i n g e r l y  we were ab le  t o  f i n d  PodoLepie jaceoides 
and more o f  t he  l i t t l e  wh i te  Brachyscome sp. which Maureen-suddenly, and u i t h  
great  acumen, i d e n t i f i e d  as E.hsterodonta. I t  was much smal ler  than t h e  p l a n t s  we 
have grown i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  cond i t i ons  w i t h  which i t  contends i n  Merr ibee 
are  very hard indeed. 

Other d a i s i e s  i n  t h i s  area uere  V i t t a d i n k  cuneata and Calocephalus c i t r a u s .  
Lau r ie  showed us P t i l o t u s  macraeephalus and we were most impressed. 

Next we made our way a long a r a i l w a y  se rv i ce  road h a r d l y  wide enough t o  take one 
car. You would swear no one ever used t h i s  t rack ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  i t  turned o u t  t o  
be as busy a s R u r k e  S t r e e t  on Christmas Eve. A t  one t ime three cars were bogged 
s imul taneously - o n l y  one o f  them belonging t o  our cortege. The g l o r y  o f  t h i s  
stop, apa r t  from more snakes, was Heliehrysum semipeppposum, l o o k i n g  very l i k e  the  
form we had seen i n  t h e  Bendigo Whipstick. Xt is lovely - t a l l ,  e rec t  o f  h a b i t .  
w i t h  b r i g h t  lemon-yellow heads and s i l v e r y  fo l iage.  

Th is  area was a goldmine as f a r t h e r  along we came upon Fl inuria leptophylle, 
&ptorhynchos squematus end L.panaetioides. Seed o f  L.aquamatua from var ious  
areas has produced most p l e a s i n g  smal l  p l a n t s  i n  my garden, so I'm hoping we can 
a l s o  tame L.panaet io ides which has s i l v e r  fo l i age ,  a t t r a c t i v e  l i g h t  ye l l ow  f lolder 
heads and grows t o  about 50cm. A t  t h i s  spot  Lau r ie  in t roduced us t o  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  
grass, S t i p a  sleqantissima, and very e legant  i t  i s  too. 



we were cold, wet and hungry so Laur ie  l e d  us t o  the  L i t t l e  R iver  Cr i cke t  Ground 
where we had the  p leasure o f  seeing a  few wickets f a l l  before we sped o f f  t o  
another spot  by t h e  r a i l w a y  where Craspedia chrysantha grew i n  abundance. Although 
i t  was past  i t s  pr ime we cou ld  see i t  made a  p leasant  clump w i t h  g lobu la r  ye l low 
heads a t  t h e  t i p s  o f  t h e  stems. I have one a t  home, grown from seed, which i s  
f l o u e r i n g  now ( a t  Christmas time) and g i v i n g  me q u i e t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

Aany o ther  stops were made along the  r a i l w a y  t racks  and Laur ie  would guide us 
u n e r r i n g l y  t o  a  number o f  treasures. He has walked r i g h t  along these l i n e s  and 
seems t o  know e x a c t l y  where every p l a n t  i s  t o  be found. A t  Lara he shoued us h i s  
garden. He has landscaped h i s  na ture  s t r i p  w i t h  t he  p l a n t s  o f  t he  area and has a  
d e l i g h t f u l  r e s u l t .  We envied h i s  success w i t h  a l l  t h e  l o c a l  da i s ies  - even 
Helichrysum abtus i fo l ium.  

Our l a s t  v i s i t  was t o  Kevin Hoffman's st reetscape a t  Lara. He has rece ived an 
award f o r  t h i s  landscaping - and no wonder! Between t h e  road and t h e  creek near 
h i s  home he has moulded h i s  s o i l  i n t o  h i l l s  and val leys,  b u i l t  poo ls  and cunningly 
p laced bou lders . -# is  p l a n t i n g s ' a r e  main ly  o f  unusual forms o f  native-p1ants;eeen 
t o  g rea t  advantage so t h a t  t h e  beholder i s  en t i ced  a long t h e  pa th  - almost e p e l l -  
bound. I t  was a  l o v e l y  way t o  f i n i s h  a  day packed w i t h  adventure. 

I 
Our g r a t e f u l  thanks t o  Laur ie  who shared h i s  extensive knowledge o f  t he  p l a n t s  i n  
h i s  area w i t h  us and who in t roduced  us t o  many species new t o  us. We had a  great  
t ime and a  most memorable day. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS - $5.00 PER YEAR 86.00 O V E R X A S :  

SWllE 1985 SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE STILL OUTSTANDING. A LARGE RED CROSS means y you a re  an unf'inancial member end th i s  w i l l  be your LLST NEWSLETTER unleaa payment 
i s  received. Cheques t o  be  made payable t o  t h e  ~ r a c h y s c o m e / ~ e l i ~ t e r u m  Study Group. 

Receipt i s  acknowledged of t h e  fo l lo l l r ing subsc r ip t i ons  f o r  1985, 1986, 1987:- 

- P a t  Treacy S.G.A.P. Uic. Inc. Sh i r l ey  Dixon '86 and '87 
Jenny Kelso " Geslong G l o r i a  Thomlinson '86 and '87 
Beth Armstrong Esma & A l f  S a l k i n  Lyn M i l l i n g t o n  1986 
Burrendong Arboretum S te fan ie  Rennick J e f f  I r o n s  '86 and '87 

SEED DONORS: 

My g r a t e f u l  thanks t o  t h e  many seed donors l i s t e d  below. A s p e c i a l  thanks 
t o  B i l l  Mulham, Dr. P. Short  and Dr. J. Warcup fo r  t h e i r  noteworthy donations o f  
many unusual species, some of which, I am pleased t o  say, have already germinated. 

Dr. P. Short, Dr. 3. Warcup, B i l l  Mulham, Inez Armitage, Be t t y  Turk, 
Cynth ia & Ted Bsasley, Petsr  Vaughan, Pat Shaw, J e f f  I rons,  Bed. Courtney, 
Louise Gi l fedder ,  G l o r i a  Thcnnlinson, Barbara Buchanan, Lyn M i l l i n g t o n ,  
B i l l  Owen, Esma & A l f  Salkin. P lants  - Paul Barnet t .  

Hope y o u - a l l  have an enjoyable Easter. 

A l l  correspondence and requests f o r  seed, 
enclos ing stamped self-addressed envelope 
t o  leader:- 

hrs. M. Schaunann 
88 Albany Drive, 
MULGRAVE. 3170 



SEED L I S T :  

Hereunder is  a l ist o f  s e e d  a t  p r s s e n t  i n  our  Seed Bank. P l e a s e  keep t h i s  list 
a s  only  a d d i t i o n s  and d e l e t i o n s  w i l l  be  i n c l u d e d  i n  f u t u r e  News le t t e r s .  A f u l l  list 
w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  each march News l s t t e r .  

Ammobium a l a t u m  

Angian thus  tomentosus  

Brachyscome b a s a l t i c a  va r .  g r a c i l i s ,  campylocarpa ,  c a r d i o c a r p a ,  c i l i a r i s ,  
c i l i a r i s  var .  l a n u g i n o s a ,  s u b - i n t e g r i f o l i a ,  c i l i o c a r p a ? ,  d e c i p i e n s ,  
d i v e r s i f o l i a  ( ~ i n g  I s l a n d ) ,  (Mt.  ama aria), (Urquhar t3  0 l u f  f )  , e x i l i s ,  
h e t e r o d o n t a ,  h e t e r o d o n t a  var .  c h r y s o g l o s s a ,  i b e r i d i f o l i a ,  l i n e a r i l o b a ,  
me lanocarpa ,  m u l t i f i d a  v a r . d i l a t a t a ,  . m u l t i f i d a  var .  m u l t i f i d a ,  
m u l t i f i d a  (Rushworth),  n i v a l i a  var .  n i v a l i s ,  obova ta ,  r e a d s r i ,  
s c a p i g e r a ,  segmentosa ,  s p a t h u l a t a .  

C a l o c e p h a l u s  c i t r e u s  

C a l o t i s  c u n e i f o l i a ,  i n e r m i s ,  m u l t i c a u l i s ,  s c a b i o s i f o l i a ,  s c a p i g e r a  

C a s s i  n i a  sp. ( 1 t .  0 u l l e r )  , a u r e o n i t e n s  

Cepha l ip tg rum drummondii 

CraspeiJ ia  c h r y s a n t h a ,  g l a u c a ,  g l o b o s a ,  sp .  (Mt. c o b b l e r )  

E r i g e r o n  pappocroma 

Hel ichrysum a c m i n a t u m ,  adenophorum v a r .  w a d d e l l i a e ,  e lp inum,  ambiguum, a p i c u l a t m ,  
argophyl lum,  b a c k h o u s i i ,  b a x t e r i ,  brac tea turn  ( ~ o b a r ) ,  ( ~ i l g a n d r a ) ,  
( ~ r a m ~ i a n s ) ,  "Dargan H i l l  Monarch", " H a s t i n g s  Gold", h y b r i d s  - go ld ,  
l a r g e  & s m a l l  f l o w e r s ,  o range ,  p ink ,  whi t e ,  c a s 3 i n i a n m ,  d a v e n p o r t i i ,  
d i o s m i f o l i m ,  e l a twn ,  g lu t inosum,  h o o k e r i ,  l e d i f o l i u n ,  lsucopsideurn,  
l i n d l e y i i ,  p a r a l i u n .  r u t i d o l e p i s ,  s c o r p i o i d e s ,  semi-papposum, 
s u b u l i f o l i u m ,  thyr so ide* ,  viscosum. 

H e l i p t  erum a l b i c a n s  s s p .  a l b i c a n s  var .  a l b i c a n s ,  va r .  incanurn, va r .  b u f P a l o e n s i s ,  
a n t h a n o i d e s  ( ~ l d . ) ,  chlorocephalum,  corymbif lorum,  c o t u l a ,  
humboldtianurn, j e s s e n i i ,  m a n g l e a i i ,  m o l l e ,  moschatum, p o l y g a l i f o l i u n ,  
p raecox ,  pygmaeum, roseum, splendidum,  s t i p i t a t u m ,  s t r i c t u m ,  uni f lorum.  

I x o d i a  a c h i l l a e o i d e s  

I x i o l a e n a  1 e p t  o l e p i s  

Leptorhynchos  squamat u s ,  t e n u i  f o l i u s  

M i  n u r i  a  cunn inghami i ,  d e n t i c u l a t a ,  i n t e g e r r i m a ,  l e p t o p h y l l a  

Myr iocepha lus  s t u a r t i i  

O l e a r i a  a l g i d a ,  a x i l l a r i s ,  d e c u r r  ens ,  e l l i p t i c a ,  e r u b e s c e n s ,  g l a n d u l o s a ,  
g l u t i n o s a ,  g r a v i s ,  l i r a t a ,  m i c r o p h y l l a ,  phlogopappa va r .  subrepanda ,  
p i n i f o l i a ,  ramulosa.  

Podol  e p i s  j a c e o i d e s ,  n e g l e c t a ,  sp.  (S.A .) 

R u t i d o s i s  h e l i c h r y s o i d e s ,  l e p t o r h y n c h o i d e s ,  m u r c h i s o n i i ,  sp.  ( a l i . )  

S e n e c i  o  g r e g o r i  i 

V i t t  a d i n i a  b i c o l o r ,  sp .  N a t h a l i a ,  t r i l o b a ,  W a n i l l a  (s.A.) 

W a i t z i a  acumina ta ,  a u r e a ,  c i t r i n a  

PLEASE ROTE: Only a c t i v e  members who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  r e c o r d  and r e p o r t  r e s u l t s  back  
t o  l e a d e r  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  f r e e  s e e d s .  P a s s i v e  members a r e  c h a r g e d  3 0  c e n t s  p e r  packe t .  
Seed from t h e  wi ld  i s  o n l y  c o l l e c t e d  i n  v e r y  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  and not so ld .  I t  is  kept  
f o r  s t u d y  purposes  onby. 

A stamped s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  a n v a l o p e  must accompany each r e q u e s t  f o r  seed.  


