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A.SSOCIATION OF SOCIETIES FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 

THE AUSTRALIAN DAISY STUDY GROUP NEWSLETTER NO. 17 

Dear Members, 

Growing d a i s i e s  i n  c o n t a i n e r s  and hanging baskets i s  one group a c t i v i t y  I r e a l l y  enjoy. 
The rewards a re  g r e a t  as many bloom con t inuous ly  throughout  most o f  t h e  year, Th i s  
p l e a s u r e  has a l s u  l e d  me on  t o  another hobby - c o l l e c t i n g  pots,  and now much t i m e  i s  spent 
choos ing  t h e  r i g h t  da i sy  f o r  each conta iner .  Resu l ts  a ren ' t  always p leas ing,  b u t  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  have more t h a n  come up t o  my expectat ions as hanging basket  p lants : -  

BRACHYSCOME ANGUSTIFOLIA V A R  HETEROPHYLLA (mT. DRUMMER FORM) - .- .. - 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  Brachyscms 
a n q u ~ t i f o t i ~ ,  b u t  t h e  above form i s  t h e  one I am 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed w i t h  a t  t h e  moment. My 
p l a n t  i s  about t h r e e  years  o l d  and i s  a t  i t s  best  
around Xmas, when I am about t o  l eave  on  ho l idays.  
Usua l l y  on r e t u r n i n g  home I f i n d  i t  ha l f - dead  and 
much e f f o r t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b r i n g  i t  back t o  its 
o l d  s e l f  b e f o r e  I go away again. Las t  Xmas, Judy, 
b l e s s  h e r  hear t ,  o f f e r e d  t o  'baby s i t '  a l l  my 
s p e c i a l  pots,  so I had a  worry f r e e  ho l i day ,  p l a n t  
wise. On my re tu rn ,  i t  was very  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  
f i n d  a l l  my p l a n t s  r e a l l y  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  i n  Pact, one 
m igh t  even say, t h i s  brachyscome was l i t e r a l l y  
l e a p i n g  ou t  o f  i t s  p o t  w i t h  so much growth and 
v igour .  

El-. anoustifcilia var  h e t e r o ~ h y l l a  i s  a  
pe renn ia l .  I n  a  l a r g e  hanging basket  i t  has reached 
a  h e i g h t  o f  25 crns x 1 m e t r e  wide. A t  present,  i t  i s  
a  mass o f  p u r p l i s h  buds and d a i n t y  mauve blooms, 2 crns i n  diam. These 
blooms a r e  h e l d  above t h e  l u s h  dark  g reen  f o l i age ,  on s h o r t  l e a f l e s s  
scapes, 6-8 cms l ~ n g .  Branching stems t o  30 cms l ong  a re  spreading w e l l  
over  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  con ta iner .  Lobed, spoon shaped leaves are 1-13 cms wide x  2*-6 cms 
long, Growing i n  f u l l  sun, t h i s  brachyscome w i l l  droop un less  s u f f i c i e n t  water i s  
p r o v i d e d  and p l e n t y  o f  pea t  moss (up t o  505) i s  added t o  t h e  p o t t i n g  mix. U i t h  t h e  recen t  
success o f  m o i s t u r e  r e t e n t i v e  c r y s t a l s  i n  a  basket o f  H-. mbisuurn, these  w i l l  be t r i e d  i n  
a l l  my brachyscome c o n t a i n e r s  when r e p o t t i n g ,  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  they w i l l  p reven t  then from 
w i l t i n g  i n  sunny pos i t i ons .  

Propagate from c u t t i n g s ,  d i v i s i o n  o r  seed, i f  ava i lab le .  Responds w e l l  t o  a  feeding 
o f  IBDU and Osmocote. 

HELICHRY SUM Am0 IGUUM 
I 

Over t h e  pas t  twe l ve  months, &. mbiquum has been b r i g h t e n i n g  
a  semi-shaded spo t  i n  my garden w i t h  i t s  l ong  f l o w e r i n g  go lden 
bu t tons ,  so I c o u l d n ' t  wa i t  t o  t r y  i t  i n  a  hanging basket. 
A f t e r  a c q u i r i n g  an a t t r a c t i v e l y  shaped p o t t e r y  con ta ine r ,  I dug 
up a  sucker f o r  t r i a l .  I n  no t i m e  a t  a l l  t h i s  sucker  has grown 
w e l l ,  p roduc ing  many branching stems and a r rang ing  i t s e l f  very 
n i c e l y  i n  t h e  container.  

The showy golden d i scs  1-13 crns i n  d i m .  appear b r i g h t l y  a t  
t h e  ends o f  s h o r t  s t a l k s ,  5-12 crns long. Leaves w i t h  acute t i p s  
a r e  l i g h t  green, l i n e a r ,  1-6 crns l ong  0.5 cm wide and very s t r o n g l !  
perfumed, The u p r i g h t  stems a re  branching and when reaching a  
h e i g h t  o f  about 45 crns f a l l  over and t r a i l  below t h e  basket, addin, 
t o  i t s  charm as a con ta ine r  p l an t .  The longes t  t r a i l i n g  stem, so 
f a r ,  is 60 cms. 

Rs H. ambiquum u s u a l l y  p r e f e r s  p a r t  shade and as most of my 
/baske ts  hang i n  f u l l  sun, I f o l l o w e d  John C o l w i l l ' s  adv ice  and 
i n c l u d e d  m o i s t u r e  r e t e n t i v e  c r y s t a l s  i n  my p o t t i n g  mix. To date, 
no s i g n  o f  w i l t l n g  has occurred, even on t h e  h o t t e s t  o f  days. 

Propagate from d i v i s i o n  or c u t t i n g s .  I have had no success 
ge rm ina t i nn  send, Prrrna b r a 1  1 n P + a ~  f 1 n a . a a r . ;  M m c l n a n a  



H A N G I N G  BASKET PLANT3 CONT'O. I aur een 
I 

BRACHY SCOME SP ' WARRUMBUNGLES' N. S.U. 4 
I f i r s t  cane across t h i s  brachyscome w h i l s t  

s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  Warrumbungles Na t i ona l  Park. I 
found i t  growing on a  very  dry  embankment bes ide  
t h e  road  i n  s o i l  as ha rd  as concrete.  I c o l l e c t e d  
a  few s m a l l  c u t t i n g s  and was very p leased when they 
s u r v i v e d  and rooted. I t  i s  very  s i m i l a r  i n  appear- 
ance t o  i t s  neighbour, Braehyscarne = ' P i l l i r l a ' ,  t h e  
excep t i on  be ing  sma l l e r  leaves  and f lowers,  a  l i g h t e r  
p i n k  i n  co lour .  Achenes a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  
sp ' P i l l i g a ' .  

Fear ing  i t  may have t h e  h a b i t  o f  d isappear ing  
i n  t h e  garden l i k e  a. 2 ' P i l l i q a ' ,  9. a 
'dsrrumbun~les'  has l e d  a  s h e l t e r e d  l i f e  i n  Mulgrave, 
never b e i  ny a l lo~ l red  t o  r u n  f oo t - l oose  and fancy- f ree, 
b u t  des t i ned  t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  of eass i n  t h e  conf inement o f  
a p o t  o r  hanging basket. Judging by i t s  p resen t  
appearance, i t  seems t o  be q u i t e  happy i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

Flower-heads 2.5 crns i n  d i m .  l o o k  very appeal ing w i t h  t h e i r  s o f t ,  p r e t t y  p i n k  brac .. 
T5e dark graen leaves a r e  lobed, 2-5 crns l ong  x  2.5 crns a t  t h e  broadest pa r t .  As t h i s  
i s  another  brachyscome u h i c h  w i l t s  very  q u i c k l y  i n  h o t  sun, i t  has beon hanging under t h e  
shade o f  a  v i r g i l i a  a l l  sumver, so f l o w e r i n g  has been spasmodic, never the less,  d u r i n g  s p r i n  
uhen i t  was g i v e n  more sun, i t  r e a l l y  was a  p ic tu re .  The branched stems t o  60 crns bear  
Inany leaves and t r a i l  w e l l  over t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  con ta ine r ,  making i t  an i d e a l  cho i ce  f o r  
a hanging basket. 

Prune and feed r e g u l a r l y .  Propagate by c u t t i n g s  o r  d i v i s i o n .  

G R O W I N G  ALPINE DAISIES J O Y  GAEIG 

I n  e a r l y  1986 I decided t o  t r y  t h e  method f o r  growing cush ion  p l a n t s  desc r i bed  i n  t h e  
E n c y c l o ~ a ~ d i a  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  Vol 1 ( ~ l l i o t  and  ones) w i t h  my a l p i n e  da i s i es .  

I dug ou t  an area o f  lawn about 1 m by 2 m and about 80 cm deep. As t h e  s u b s o i l  was 
heavy c l a y  and i t  was ad jacen t  t o  a  rockery ,  I used rocks  t o  border  t h e  area, so t h a t  t h e  
h o l e  was i n  e f f e c t  about 1 m deep. Heavy b l a c k  p l a s t i c  was used t o  l i n e  t h e  ho le ,  as 
descr ibed,  w i t h  d ra inage  ho les  c u t  about 30 cm above t h e  bottom. I was a  l i t t l e  wor r i .  
t h a t  t h e  heavy c l a y  would complete ly  p reven t  water from g e t t i n g  away and cause t h e  whole 
a rea  t o  become water logged and stagnant,  so I used a  l i b e r a l  s p r i n k l i n g  o f  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  
cha rcoa l  a t  t h e  bottom b e f o r e  adding peat  moss t o  t h e  d ra inage  l e v e l  and t h e n  a  m i x t u r e  
o f  p o t t i n g  mix, pea t  moss, and a  few more handfu ls  o f  charcoal .  

I n t o  t h e  boggy m i x t u r e  went some very  sma l l  p l a n t s  o f  1. n i v a l i s  va r  a l p i na ,  8. n i v a l i s  
war n i v a l i s ,  8. scapiserq, 4. apathulata,  B. deeipiens, C a l o t i s  scapiqera, C e l m i s i a  
a s t e l i i f o l i a ,  Crasp~dia sp., Hel ichrvsum rutidoleais and t h e  area was mulched t o  a depth o f  
about 5 crns w i t h  more pea t  moss. I was mazed  a t  how they  a l l  f l o u r i s h e d  and how w e l l  
they  f l owe red  i n  j u s t  one year (except f o r  4. n i v a l i s  var  n i v a l i s  which f e l l  v l c t i m  t o  
b l ackb i rds ) .  

A l l  t h e  brachyscomes had very t a l l  f l owe r i ng  stems and l a r g e  heads. The craspedias 
had b r i g h t  yellow-heads about 5 crns across, bu t  d i d  no t  s e t  seed and C. a s t e l i i F o l i a  d i d  
no t  f l ower  t h i s  year, b u t  l ooks  remarkably heal thy.  C a l o t i s  s c a ~ i q e r a  i s  s t i l l  t o  f l owe r  
too, b u t  i s  spreading everywhere. Du r i ng  t h e  year 4. g r m i n e a  was i n c l u d e d  and i s  
f l o w e r i n g  now. 

I can recommend t h i s  method of  growing d a i s i e s  which p r e f e r  m o i s t  s o i l s .  



SPECIES NEW TO THE GROUP DRAWINGS - BETTY CAMPBELL 

Txiolaena sp. (Queensland) by Judy Barker 

Bob N y l i u s  c o l l e c t e d  seed o f  t h i s  species between Dalby and Brookvale Park f o r  
t he  Group. Maureen found i t  germinated w e l l  and gave some pots t o  me. I t  has been 
a  d e l i g h t  ever s ince  I plan ted  i t  out  l a s t  September. 

I t  i s  a  perenn ia l ,  growing about 40 cm h i g h  and 1 m across, w i t h  s o f t ,  h a i r y ,  grey- 
green leaves,  10 - 35 mm by 2 - 3 mm. I t s  appeal l i e s  i n  the  l a rge ,  ye l low but tons 
which have appeared a t  t he  t i p s  of the  stems i n  abundance s ince l a s t  October. These 
heads, 18 - 22 mm i n  diameter,  a re  b r i g h t  golden-yel low hemispheres, and t h e r e  are 
many narrow, pa le  green i n v o l u c r a l  b rac ts  surrounding each head. 

There a r e  a  number o f  stages i n  t he  development o f  each head; a t  f i r s t  the  ou ter  , '  

r i n g s  o f  f l o r e t s  l ook  f l u f f y  and the  c e n t r a l  f l o r e t s  a re  t i g h t  and darker i n  co lour ,  
l a t e r  t h e  whole head appears s o f t  and f l u f f y  because a l l  the  f l o r e t s  have developed. 

Th is  species has e x c e l l e n t  keeping q u a l i t i e s  and may be p icked a t  almost any stage 
f o r  use as a  cu t  f lower.  When heads are w i red  o r  d r i e d  they s h r i n k  t o  12 - 14 mm i n  
diameter and darken t o  orange-gold. I n  t h i s  case the  heads should be almost f u l l y  
developed f o r  the  bes t  s i z e  and appearance. Wir ing i s  easy because the stems are 
hollow. 

I t  i s  a  good garden sub jec t  a l though wzCs&; 
i t s  v igour  makes i t  somewhat un t idy .  ,&?.; .: *,$. -';. r, .(M.. ..: :.:q . > c : ~ f l  !2:<. :;*;$i-?$ 
Pruning back a t  any t ime makes i t  x.?~ . : F.;:-~ -*q!;- ?#<;' ;I. .*, ,::$.:>..:: # 
bush ou t  f r e s h l y  again, and i t  can be .7.:.+:.$ = z.7 .I;.~/, - :.., c ..d$? .. 
kep t  i n  o rder  by p i c k i n g  the  f lower -  7,?3,;&3;& %.*;+!;i:?F;$,&~ ;,$;:? 1 
heads. I t  seems p r e t t y  tough because 'K+b?l:p *,A 
I a c t u a l l y  p u l l e d  one p l a n t  o u t  by 
mistake on a  very h o t  day. Wi thout  
much hope I c u t  i t  back, p l a n t e d  i t  
and gave i t  a  b i t  o f  water. I t  has ! 

I /  no t  been deter red  even though i t  has 
been asked t o  grow i n  a  most inhosp- Head h a l f  developed Head f u l i y  developed 
i t a b l e  ho t ,  d ry  s i t u a t i o n .  My o the r  
p l a n t s  a re  a l so  i n  ho t ,  open p o s i t i o n s  i n  the  garden and are coping admirably. I 
have kept  them watered du r ing  t h e  summer. I have one as a  conta iner  p l a n t  i n  a  
saucer o f  water which l ooks  a t t r a c t i v e  and has f lowered constant ly .  

We t e n t a t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  species as Ixiolaena brevicompta, b u t  we always l i k e  
t o  have t h e  con f i rma t ion  of an exper t ,  so we sent  a  specimen t o  Laur ie  Haegi a t  
the  Botan ic  Gardens o f  Adelaide and Sta te  Herbarium. The f o l l o w i n g  i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  
r e p l y :  "You have determined t h i s  c o r r e c t l y  as I .brevicompta i n  terms o f  cu r ren t  
knowledge. However, I b e l i e v e  i t  may w e l l  represent  a  new, undescribed species. I 
have seen o n l y  two o ther  specimens o f  i t ,  from near Roma and the  o ther  near 
Toowoomba, i n  t he  ~ u e e n s l a n d  Herbarium. 1t i s  very c lose  t o  1.brevieompta b u t  has 
l a r g e r ,  b r i g h t e r  ye l low heads and d i s t i n c t i v e  l ong  golden brrwn t i p s  t o  the  
i n v o l u c r a l  bracts.  Your specimen i s  t he re fo re  o f  g rea t  i n t e r e s t  and the  f i r s t  o f  
our c o l l e c t i o n s  here. I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know i t  a l s o  has garden p o t e n t i a l .  The 
usua l  forms o f  I .brev icompta genera l l y  behave as annuals." 

Members p lease note t h a t  when c o l l e c t i n g  seed, specimens f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  f o r  t h e  
herbarium, p lease g i v e  precise d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y  where co l lec ted ,  together  w i t h  
some notes on soil-type, v e q s t a t i a n  t yoe  etc. 
The f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  from a  l e t t e r  rece ived from Dr. L a u r i e  Haeg i i  atatesa- 
" I ' m  not  sure  whether I have mentioned i t  before, bu t  p r e c i s e  f i e l d  l o c a l i t i e s  are  
impor tan t  t o  us i n  taxonomic botany, and many botan ic  gardens now have p o l i c i e s  o f  

o b t a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l  o f  known w i l d  o r i g i n  f o r  t h e i r  l i v i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  wherever possible. 
I f  you can r e - i n f o r c e  t h e  importance o f  t h i s  w i t h  your f e l l o w  SGAP members, you w i l l  be 

doing a  g rea t  service. The va lue  l i e s  not  only  i n  being ab le  t o  f u l l y  document any new 
c u l t i v a r s  o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s i r a b l e  forms in t roduced i n t o  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  but  a l so  i n  
making t h e  r e s u l t i n g  garden p l a n t s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  useful" .  



F r o d i o p h y l l u m  e l d e r i  

Koonamore Daisy,  Hard-heads 

Erod iophy l lum i s  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  
Greek 'erod ios l ,  a  heron, and 
'phy l lon l ,a  l e a f ,  and means hav ing  

Erodiophyklum e l d e r i  occurs  i n  semi- , a r i d  and a r i d  areas i n  open, f l a t  
p l aces  which may be s u b j e c t  t o  f l o o d  
-ing. The s o i l  t y p e  i s  o f t e n  sand 
c o n t a i n i n g  l ime. I n  t h i s  h a b i t a t  i t  
grows as a  compact, b ranch ing  
p e r e n n i a l ,  15 - 30 cm h igh ,  w i t h  
s i n g l e  f lower-heads, 5 - 7 cm across,  
h e l d  t e r m i n a l l y  on t h i c k ,  h a i r y  

f r u i t i n g  head scapes, about 12 cm long. The head 
has an o u t e r  row o f  15 t o  25 handsome 
r a y  f l o r e t s ,  p u r p l e  above and p a l e r  

- *  
I 

Erod iophy l lum e l d e r i  beneath. S ince t h e y  a r e  20 mm l o n g  
B.C 

.+. - . - I and 6 o r  7 mm wide t h e y  make q u i t e  
an impac t  on t h e  eye. The r a y  f l o r e t s  

a r e  female, t h e  n e x t  f i v e  rows c o n s i s t  o f  ve r y  s m a l l  female f l o w e r s  h idden  by  sca les  
(which become ha rd  and woody i n  t h e  f r u i t )  and t h e  c e n t r a l  f l o r e t s ,  which do n o t  
have sca les ,  a r e  male and t u b u l a r .  What comp l i ca t ion !  The d i s c  i s  f l a t  and green 
when t h e  head f i r s t  opens. As i t  matures i t  t u r n s  y e l l o w  and elongates.  There a r e  
e i g h t  o r  more f r i n g e d  green i n v o l u c r a l  b r a c t s  covered w i t h  long ,  w h i t e  h a i r s  
su r round ing  t h e  head. I n  t h e  f r u i t i n g  head these b r a c t s  r e f l e x  and become h a r d  and 
woody. The achene is brown, obcon i ca l ,  a lmost  fou r -s ided ,  wi th a t o o t h e d  r i m  a t  
t h e  apex. I t  i s  about 3 mm l o n g  and 1.2 mm wide. 

A l l  t h e  stems a r e  h a i r y  and t h i c k .  The a l t e r n a t e  l eaves  a r e  b r i g h t  green, 5 - 11 cm 
l ong ,  w i t h  deep l o b e s ,  each l o b e  be ing  aga in  b r o a d l y  lobed. A l though t h e  upper 
su r f ace  o f  each l e a f  i s  smooth, w h i t e  h a i r s  f r i n g e  each l o b e  and a r e  s c a t t e r e d  on 
t h e  lower  su r face ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a l ong  t he  mid - r ib .  

We a re  i n d e b t e d  t o  Pa t  Shaw, one o f  our  generous Queensland members, f o r  t h i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  seed. She suggested we a t t a c k  i t  w i t h  force,  so I hacked a t  t h e  woody 
f r u i t i n g  head w i t h  my magic k n i f e  - g e n e r a l l y  used f o r  c u t t i n g  bread, bones, boo ts  
and p l a s t i c  boxes. I t  must have worked because I sowed t h e  remains on t h e  s u r f a c e  
on 16/8/06 and t r a n s p l a n t e d  seven seed l i ngs  on 16/11/86. The Encyclopaedia of 
A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  by W.R.Elliot and D.L.Jones t e l l s  us  t h a t  c u t t i n g s  r o o t  r e a d i l y .  

I k e p t  f o u r  p l an t s .  Three were p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  garden i n  sandy loam i n  ho t ,  sunny 
spo t s  i n  mid-December, which was ask ing  a b i t  much o f  them. One d ied ;  i t  j u s t  
f r i z z l e d  up  i n  t h e  sun. The o t h e r  two have k e p t  going, one has even f lowered.  
The f o u r t h  i s  i n  a  t e r r a c o t t a  p o t  f a r  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  i t  and i t  has had two f l o w e r -  
heads and now t h r e e  buds. It l o o k s  t w i c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  specimens i n  t h e  garden. 
My p l a n t s  seem t o  have longer ,  weaker stems and w i l l  p r obab l y  be l e s s  compact 
t h a n  t h e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  ones, perhaps because t h e y  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  d a i l y  water  
and more f e r t i l i z e r .  Mine s t a r t e d  t o  f l ower  i n  e a r l y  January and promise t o  keep 
a t  i t  t o  t h e  end o f  March a t  l e a s t .  

We thank Pa t  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  us t o  such a handsome beast.  I t  l ooks  f u l l  o f  

h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Judy Barker.  

Many t hanks  t o  B e t t y  Campbell f o r  her  drawings which a r e  a g r e a t  h e l p  t o  members 
who have never  seen t hese  spec ies  before.  
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Walk, work and wash, These words were o f t e n  u t t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  wsek I spent  w i t h  
f e l l o w  s tudy  group members a t  Kosciusko i n  January, 1987. The wa lk ing  never wo r r i ed  
me, b u t  I resented  t h e  need t o  work, cook ing meals and washing dishes. Next year, i t  
i s  d e f i n i t e l y  Baked Beans from t h e  can. There w i l l  be  more wa lk ing  and l e s s  working. 

Day one, a s h o r t  j a u n t  around B l u e  Cow and Guthega n e a r l y  dep r i ved  t h e  s tudy  group 
o f  s e v e r a l  an inent  members. A l a c k  o f  warning s i g n s  a l l owed  us t o  c a s u a l l y  meander 
i n t o  an area where b l a s t i n g  was i n  progress p repa r i ng  a new ski-run. A man f r a n t i c a l l y  
waving h i s  arms and i n fo rm ing  one t h a t  b l a s t i n g  i s  about t o  t a k e  p l ace  has a  p o s i t i v e  
e f f e c t  on  t h e  speed a t  which one can c l i m b  e r idge.  I n  f ac t ,  I s t i l l  t h i n k  I grew wings 
and f l e w  t o  sa fe ty .  I d o n t t  r e a l l y  r e c o l l e c t  seeing any d a i s i e s  under foo t  t h a t  day. 
This f i r s t  day's o u t i n g  p roved  one th ing ,  t h a t  s e v e r a l  members would make s x c e l l e n t  c ross  
c o u n t r y  runners,  b u t  l ousy  o r i  entators .  

On day two, we dec ided  t o  p l a y  s a f e  and s tay  on a c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  t r a c k  and walk t o  
t h e  summit o f  M t .  Kosciusko. The wa lk ing  was easy, b u t  where i n  p rev ious  years  our eyes 
had encauntered a l p i n e  meadows, c l a d  i n  muted tones o f  p inks,  wh i tes  and mauves, i n t e r -  
spersed  w i t h  v i b r a n t  sp lashes o f  go lden  yel lows, t h i s  year  s p r i n g  was l a t e  and we had t o  
b e  con ten t  w i t h  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  landscape and d i s t a n t  v iews o f  rugged mounta in  peaks. 

On reach ing  t h e  summit, L f e l t  d i s a l l u s i o n e d  l o o k i n g  ou t  towards B lue  Cow and Guthega 
t o  have my eyes f a l l  upon t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  s k i  t e r m i n a l  a t  Guthega. How sad t h a t  such 
a b e a u t i f u l  n a t u r a l  landscape shou ld  be marred by t h e  development o f  mankind. I n  an 
a rea  where so  much c a r e  has been t a k e n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  vege ta t ion ,  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  
o v e r a l l  landscape was f o rgo t t en .  On t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  we found He l ip ta rum a l b i c s n s  ssp. 
a l p i n w  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  ha rsh  c o n d i t i o n s  above Lake Cootapatamba. I n  a boggy area above 
t h e  snowgums c h a i r  l i f t ,  Rrachvscme obaveta and s ~ a t h u l a t a  t u r n e d  t h e i r  d a i n t y  heads 
towards t h e  sun and cap tu red  our a t t e n t i o n ,  

Day t h r e e  we t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e  Nimmo and Eucurnbene area w i t h  A l f  and Esma j o i n i n g  t h e  
pa r t y .  We were a l l  g r e a t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  acres o f  Hel iehrvsum semioapposurn, i n  f u l l  
bloom, g low ing  b r i l l i a n t l y  i n  an o the rw i se  d u l l  and u n i n t e r e s t i n g  area. T r a v e l l i n g  
towards Eucumbene, we found on a roads ide  verge, Helipterurn a lb icans  ssp. a l b i c a n s  v a r  
incanum, Hsl ichrysurn a p i c ~ l e t u m  and a  spec ies o f  lep to rhynchos  growing h a p p i l y  anongst 
d r i e d  grasses. It was g r a t i f y i n g  t o  see t h e  d a i s i e s  r e c o l o n i z i n g  i n  a  c u l t i v a t e d  area. 

On day f ou r  t h e  Lakes Walk, v i a  t h e  B l u e  Lake was 22 kms o f  superb scenery and a t  t imes 
g a l e  f o r c e  winds. Some members depar ted i ncogn i t o ,  my own f a m i l y  chose no t  t o  recogn ise  
me. Others exper ienced a  complete t rans fo rmat ion ,  s t a r t i n g  o u t  l i t h e  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  
h i k e r s  o n l y  t o  f i n i s h  r e d  faced, l e t h a r g i c  and u n w i l l i n g  t o  ever embark on  such a l ong  walk 
again. Hundreds o f  met res  o f  i c e  and snow encouraged t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  be t h e  most 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  walkers  o f  a l l .  Each s t o p  a l lowed than t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make snomen and 
s k i d  o n  t h e i r  bottoms down t h e  snow d r i f t s ,  w h i l e  we a d u l t s  admired t h e  r a n u n c u l u : ~  i n  t h e  
m e l t i n g  snow. 

R g a l e  f o r c e  wind had me c l u t c h i n g  t enac ious l y  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  as we c rossed  from 
C a r r u t h e r s  Peak t o  m t .  Northcote.  I had never exper ienced winds so f i e r c e  o r  b i t i n g  
and my ears ached w i t h  t h e  cold. I now understand why wa lkers  a r e  warned t o  be prepared 
f o r  a l l  weather cond i t i ons .  Yet  i n  s p i t e  o f  warnings, we s t i l l  encountered people ou t  
wa l k i ng  more s u i t a b l y  a t t i r e d  f o r  a  sunday s t r o l l  down Lygon S t ree t ,  Car l ton ,  t h a n  a  
walk  across t h e  r o o f  t o p  o f  Aus t ra l i a .  

Seve ra l  spec ies o f  brachyscome were p reva len t  i n  t h e  boggy areas. B-. n i v a l i s  var 
a l p i na ,  o b o ~ a t q ,  s to lc rn i fe ra ,  scauiqera and tenufscapa var tenuiscawa, b u t  t h e  b raves t  
l i t t l e  da i sy  o f  them a l l  was a s o l i t a r y  p l a n t  o f  B-. n i v a l i a  var n i v a l i s  p r e c a r i o u s l y  
c l u t c h i n g  t o  l i f e  on  a  ve ry  exposed rocky  ledge  above Lake Alb ina.  I t ' s  f r a g i l e  beauty 
drew my eyes away from t h e  magn i f i cen t  v iew o f  Lake A l b i n a  and surrounding mounta in  peaks. 
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On reach ing  Rawsons Pass i t  was an easy walk back t o  t h e  carpark a t  C h a r l o t t e s  Pass. 
A t  t h e  lower  a l t i t u d e  t h e  craspedias were i n  f lower  a long w i t h  t h e  o l e a r i a s  and ce lmis ias.  
Once again, we found Hsli~Cerum a lb i cans  ssp. a l ~ i n u m  growing i n  very harsh  c o n d i t i o n s  
near Seamans Hut. On reach ing  t h e  c a r  pa rk  t h e  c h i l d r e n  had t h e  energy t o  r u n  up t o  t h e  
l ookou t  t o  see where t hey  had been, b u t  most a d u l t s  s t r u g g l e d  down t o  t h e  c a r s  w i t h  
thoughts  o f  nu rs i ng  aching l i m b s  and r e v i v i n g  w i t h  a  h o t  c o f f e e  o r  s t i f f  whisky. 

Day f i v e  was a  r e s t  day. A g a l e  f o r c e  wind a t  Spencers Creek made d a i s y  s p o t t i n g  
uncomfortable; I e l e c t e d  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  car  and read  my book 'Les miserables ' .  Was 
t h i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  way we were a l l  f e e l i n g  a f t e r  t h e  p rev ious  day's walk. 

Day s i x ,  my l a s t  day o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and I longed once aga in  t o  v i s i t  East  Ta te  
Ridge, an area I p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  f l o r i s t i c a l l y  b e a u t i f u l .  Heliehrvsum secundiflorurn 
grows p ro fuse l y  on t h e  lower  s lopes  toge ther  w i t h  1. r u t i d o l e o i s ,  O l e a r i a  phlaqopappa 
and many others ,  a l l  c a r p e t i n g  t h e  ground amongst t h e  d i s t o r t e d  shadow c a s t  from t h e  
g n a r l e d  snow gums. Maureen d e c l i n e d  t o  j o i n  us on t h i s  walk, she remembered on ly  t o o  
w e l l  t h e  horrendous bush bashing we had t o  do t h e  l a s t  t i m e  we ventured i n t o  t h i s  area. 
I know e x a c t l y  where we went wrong t h i s  year, b u t  t h e  o the r  h a l f  assured me t h e r e  was more 
t h a n  one way out. They may have been r i g h t ,  bu t  I had no i n t e n t i o n  o f  wa l k i ng  home v i a  
M t .  T~~yna-n. Oh dear! Just as one swallow does not  a  summer make, a  worn t r a c k  does 
no t  t h e  way home lead. 

Uhen t h e  forward p a r t y  disappeared over t h e  r i d g e  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  I knew they were 
heading i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  I might  be vague about da is ies ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  know 
East Ta te  Ridge. We had t o  keep t o  t h e  l e f t ,  c ross a  wide sadd le  and head f o r  G i l l s  Knob. 
My f r a n t i c  and g r o s s l y  exaggerated hand s i g n a l s  d i d  no th ing  t o  h a l t  these a rden t  walkers 
who were r a p i d l y  d isappear ing  from view. I t  was when Esma s t a r t e d  l a g g i n g  beh ind  t h a t  
I se ized  upon t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  drop my pack and c a l l  a  STOP WALK MEETING! Should we 
s t r i k e  and r e f u s e  t o  walk another s tep?  The ch i l d ren ,  l i k e  t h e i r  mother, were s t a r t i n g  
t o  ge t  ag i ta ted .  They t o o  had passed t h i s  way before, remembering on ly  t o o  v i v i d l y  t h e  
h a i r  r a i s i n g  exper ience o f  n e g o t i a t i n g  wa i s t  h i g h  scrub and knee deep bogs i n  t h e  descent. 
I t  was suggested we a l l  s t a y  together .  As t h e  forward p a r t y  d i d n ' t  appear i n c l i n e d  t o  
t u r n  back, we donned our packs and ever so  r e l u c t a n t l y  f o l l owed  them. The f u r t h e r  we 
went t h e  more convinced I became t h a t  we were heading i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  They 
sensed my r e l u c t a n c e  t o  f o l l o w  and wa i ted  f o r  us i n  a  magn i f i cen t  colony o f  H e l i ~ t e r w n  
alb icans  ssp. alpinurn. So con f i den t  were they o f  t h e i r  d i r ~ c t i o n s  t h a t  one member 
g a l l a n t l y  o f f e r e d  t o  c a r r y  me a l l  t h e  way home i f  he was proven wrong. 

I never d i d  t a k e  him up on t h a t  o f f e r ,  b u t  even tua l l y  we a l l  r e t u r n e d  from where we 
came and w i t h  my guidance, descended t h e  r idge.  

A l l ' s  fo rg iven ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  had we a r r i v e d  home any e a r l i e r ,  I would have been oblic, 
t o m a k e  a f te rnoon tea. I ' d  r a t h e r  walk t h a n  work. East  Ta te  Ridge once aga in  proved t o  
b e  a  moving exper ience i n  one way o r  another. T i l l  nex t  year. 

To be con t i nued  next News le t t e r  

PUSTRALIAN O A I S Y  BQOK 

The l a t e s t  news i s  t h a t  we a re  two weeks ahead o f  schedule and e a r l y  June i s  t h e  
month now g i v e n  f o r  launching.  Because o f  your cons iderab le  h e l p  when t h e  book was 
be ing  w r i t t e n ,  we w i l l  be making a v a i l a b l e  t o  Study Group Members only,  one book each a t  
t h e  wholesale p r i ce ,  p l u s  postage. Fu r the r  copies may be ob ta inab le  a t  a ' l e s s  t h a n  
r e t a i l '  p r i ce .  P r i c e s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  next Newslet ter ,  which I a n t i c i p a t e  
be ing  ou t  i n  May. . . m t . . 
NEW MEMBERS: 

The Study Group welcomes t h e  f o l l o u i n g  new members:- 

M a r i l y n  Connel l ,  West Chernside, Uld. T i m  Hayes, Goulburn N.S.Y. 

M a r i l y n  Spr ague, Mandurang SGAP S.A. Region Inc .  
Val  Crowley, Darkan, W.A. SGAP Tasmanian Region 
C o l i n  Jones, Ringwood Norm Bone 

.***...+ 

NOTE: C a l o t i s  found on t h e  roads ide  on way back from m t .  Selwyn has been 

i d e n t i f i e d  as Calotfs q landulasa .  - . . 



IDEAS AND EXPERIENCES: 

DIFFICULT SPECIES b y  Judy B a r k e r  

I n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  s p e c i e s  u s u a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  grow I have n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e e d l i n g s  
u s u a l l y  p e r f o r m  r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l  i n  my p o t t i n g - o n  m i x  ( 3  p a r t s  commerc ia l  p o t t i n g  
m i x . t o  2 p a r t s  p e r l i t e ) ,  b u t  go t o  p i e c e s  when I t r a n s f e r  them f r o m  tubes  t o  
l a r g e r  p o t s  o f  s t r a i g h t  commerc ia l  m i x  o r  t o  t h e  garden. L a s t  December I p o t t e d  
tubes o f  three n o t o r i o u s  s p e c i e s  (Helichrvsum blandowskianurn, H.lanuqinosum and 
~ , n e w e a s t l i a n u r n x  i n t o  25 o r  30 cm p o t s  c o n t a i n i n g  1 p a r t  c o m m ~ r c i a l  p o t t i n g  m i x  - 
t o  1 p a r t  p e r l i t e .  The p o t s  were topped  w i t h  coarse sand and a  teaspoon of  IBDU 
and Osmocote was s p r i n k l e d  on t h e  s u r f a c e  a f t e r  t e n  days. f i . lanuqinosum s u l k e d  
f o r  abou t  t h r e e  weeks, b u t  i s  now p u t t i n g  o u t  new leaves.  The o t h e r  two have 
grown apace and now a r e  adorned w i t h  buds o r  f l o w e r s  o r  both.  

H.newcast l ianum!  has v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  f o l i a g e ,  l a r g e  and s i l v e r y  w o o l l y .  The b i g  - 
bud i s  w h i t e  t i n g e d  w i t h  p i n k ,  encased i n  wool. The f l o w e r - h e a d  s h o u l d  be a  j o y  
t o  beho ld .  

Perhaps t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  s p e c i e s  o n l y  r e q u i r e  e x c e l l e n t  d ra inage .  I f  we can grow 
them under  such  c o n d i t i o n s  and c a l l e c t  t h e  seed we may be a b l e  t o  s e l e c t  them 
f o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  w i t h s t a n d  h e a v i e r  s o i l s  ove r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  A p a r t  f r o m  
t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  a c t u a l l y  g r o w i n g  such s p e c i e s ,  t h e  medium i s  so l i g h t  t h a t  i t  
i s  easy t o  l u g  q u i t e  l a r g e  p o t s  around. T h i s  wou ld  be u s e f u l  f o r  d i s p l a y s  and 
t a l k s .  Perhaps t h i s  i s  t h e  t y p e  o f  medium H e l i c h r v s u m  obcordatum and H. o b t u s i -  - 
f o l i u m  w i l l  en joy.  

DAISIES FROM LEAF CUTTINOS - J O Y  G R E I G  

H a v i n g  a c c i d e n t a l l y  removed p a r t  o f  my p l a n t  o f  Br?chy.scome n5va l i . s  v a r  a l c t i na  
from my bog garden, I d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  i n  some l e a f  c u t t i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  was te  t h e  
m a t e r i a l ,  U s i n g  sand  and v e r m i c u l i t e ,  medium, hormone l i q u i d  and a  m i s t i n g  system, 
t h e  l e a v e s  had p roduced  r o o t s  w i t h i n  7 days a f t e r  s e t t i n g  them i n  Llovmbsr. 

They were p o t t e d  up i n t o  l i t t l e  t u b e s  and l e f t  i n  t h e  greenhouse w i t h  m i s t i n g  ove r  
t h e  h o l i d a y s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l l  had dampened o f f  when I r e t u r n e d .  

Next  t i m e  w i t h  a  f u n g i c i d e ,  and a l i t t l e  morg a t t e n t i o n ,  I am h o p i n g  f o r  b e t t e r  
r e s u l t s ,  because I am i n t e r e s t e d  t o  see how t h e  s i n g l e  l e a f  w i l l  deve lop  i n t o  a  
m a t u r e  p l a n t .  

HEL ICHRY SUM WISCOSUM - 'BROUN' FORM 

I a n  Evans, who has been g r o w i n g  t h e  'b rown '  f lo luered form o f  5. viscosum Tor t h e  
p a s t  two  years,has d i s c o v e r e d  i t  s e t s  v e r y  l i t t l e  seed. Out o f  approx. 5 0  Flower-heads, 
o n l y  t t easpoon  o f  seed was produced.  Would o t h e r  members who a r e  g r o w i n g  t h i s  form 
c a r e  t o  comment on t h e i r  exper iences  w i t h  seed c o l l e c t i o n , a n d  i f  t l 5 e i r  ~- 
y i e l d s  a r e  g r e a t e r ,  t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p  would  a p p r e c i a t e  any you have t o  soare. 

. a . a . . . 
SHRUBBY HELICHRY SUMS 

A r e q u e s t  has  been r e c e i v e d  f o r  a r t i c l e s  o n  shrubby he l i ch rysums .  
d i l l  members who a r e  g row ing  these ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  and t e l l  us a l l  about  them. 
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WHAT D A I S Y  I S  I T ?  BEV. COURTNEY 

In the Spring of ' 8 5  I sowed seed of Brachyscome heterodonta, a form from 
Menindee Lakes, NSU1. I planted two seedlings in a terracotta pot along with a 
rooted cutting of B. multifida. All plants grew well and the combination of 
mauve and white daisies looked very attractive. 

I collected plenty of seed from B. heterodonta and when the two plants grew 
tall and leggy, I cut them back. Unfortunately they didn't take too kindly to 
this and eventually both died. B. multifida flourished and completely covered 
the pot. 

The following winter, I noticed a few white daisies poking up through the 
foliage of a prostrate grevillea which had spread over the corner of the patio 
on which the pot of daisies had been standing. Clever little B. heterodonta, I 
thought. Some seeds must hhve fallen onto the patio and had germinated in a - 

tiny gap between the paving slabs. 
However, closer inspection showed that this plant was nothing like the 

original B. heterodonta. The leaves resembled B. multifida and the habit, instead 
of being tall and leggy, was open, but more compact, with more branching from 
the base. 

I collected achenes, but could make nothing of them. They were straw- 
coloured like those of B. heterodonta, and had a margin of some sort but without 
the large characteristic wings. The pappus seemed to be too large also. They 
were obviously immature, because they shrivelled into unrecognisable shapes 
within a day of collecting. 

Luckily, I had one plant of the original 3. heterodonta in. a small pot and 
I placed this beside the unknown in the hope that with two plants I might get 
some mature achenes. For a few weeks nothing happened. Both plants produced the 
same miserable-looking, shrivelled achenes. Then the known B. heterodonta 
produced some obviously mature achenes. Success at last! A few days later, to 
my surprise, the unknown plant produced mature achenes - black ones like & 
multifidu! I rushed for the hand lens and there were the unmistakeable winged 
margins of B. heterodonta. I rang 11bureen to ask if B. heterodonta achenes were 
ever black. No, she hadn't come across it, she said. So what have I got? d 
cross between B. multifida and B. heterodonta? I don't know. Whetever the 
unlcnown is, it's very pretty and I have struck several cuttings from it. 

Daisying is certainly a lot of fun! 

B. heterodonta B .  multifida Unknown B. species 
Menindee Lakes 

* . * * * * *  
MONTHLY MEETINGS FOR MEMBEFfS 

On t h e  f i r s t  Tuesday o f  each month, t h e r e  is a meeting f o r  members t o  t a l k  over any 
problems they may have, o r  j u s t  t o  have a chat.  Br ing your own lunch, t e a  and c o f f e e  
a r e  provided. Next meoting w i l l  be on Tuesday, 7th  Aaril from 10 a.m. t o  3 p.m. a t  
88 Albany D r i v e ,  Rlulgrave. Joy Cook, 2 Lotus Crescent, fflulgrave, has o f f e r e d  her  
home for t h e  fo l lowing  meeting - 5 t h  may. 

A l l  members are welcome. 



HARDY HELICHRYSUm FORMSL Esma S a l k i n  

Two p l a n t s  I p l a c e  i n  t h e  ' n e v e r  f a i l '  c a t e g o r y  a r e  my p l a n t s  o f  Helichrystxn 
ap ieu le tu rn  (flt. W i l l i a m  form) and &. braeteaturn ( ~ r a n ~ i a n s  form). I t r e a t  b o t h  
w i t h  l i t t l e  r e s p e c t ,  pop  them i n  anywhere and t h e y  p u t  on a b r i g h t  d i s p l a y ,  

1. a p i e u l a t u m  0.5 m h i g h  and a l m o s t  1 metre a c r o s s  p r o d u c e s  l a r g e  ye l low-go ld  
c l u s t e r s  a b o u t  7 cm x 7 cm a t  t h e  ends  o f  l o n g  l e a f y  stems. The l e a v e s  are 
a t t r a c t i v e ,  g r e y ,  f e l t e d  and h a i r y ,  4 cm x 0.5 an wide,  w i t h  a d i s t i n c t i v e  mucro 
a t  t h e  t i p .  Thus, t h e  p l a n t  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  ove r  t h e  whole  yea r .  

I have  two p l a n t s  i n  a  s o u t h e r l y  a s p e c t ,  o n e  more open t o  s u n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
y e a r ,  b u t  i n  a d r i e r  s i t u a t i o n  h a v i n g  t o  compete f o r  m o i s t u r e .  T h i s  p l a n t  blooms 
from e a r l y  summer many weeks ahead  o f  my o t h e r  p l a n t ,  which o n l y  r e c e i v e s  w i n t e r  s u n  
f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  b u t  is exposed  t o  f u l l  w e s t e r l y  e u n  
i n  summer. Its r o o t s  are, however, p r o t e c t e d  and t h e y  are a b l e  t o  g e t  b e n e a t h  a  
p a v e d  p a t i o .  P r u n e  a f t e r  f l o w e r i n g .  f t  grows e a s i l y  from c u t t i n g s ,  s o  keep  new 
p l a n t s  coming a long.  

R form growing o n  t h e  c l i f f s  a t  W i l s o n s  Promontory a p p e a r s  a lmoat  v e g e t a t i v e l y  
i d e n t i c a l ,  b u t  l e a v e s  a r e  n a r r o w e r  and more  s p a t h u l a t e .  I c a n n o t  u i t h  a c c u r a c y  
d e f i n e  d i f r e r e n c e s  as I h a v e n ' t  enough herbar ium m a t e r i a l ,  n o r  do I know how i t  
p e r f o r m s  unde r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  c o u l d  show p romise  f o r  i t  c e r t a i n l y  t h r i v e s  i n  
a v e r y  h a r s h  e n v i r o m t e n t .  

H. b r a c t e a t u m  r i v a l s  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  1. apiculatum, I h a v e  p l a n t s  s i t u a t e d  i n  
thre; d i f f e r e n t  a i e a s  i n  t h e  garden.  One i n  f u l l  s u n  i s  1 metre t a l l  and  cove red  
w i t h  f l o w e r s ,  a n o t h e r  which h a s  s u n  f o r  h a l f  t h e  day is  b u s h i e r  and l e a n s  t o w a r d s  
t h e  s u n  and is a b o u t  0.5 metres t a l l ,  and t h e  t h i r d  g r o u p  a r e  p l a n t e d  b e n e a t h  Rcac ia  
p r a v i s s i m a  and M e l a l e u c e  d i o s m i f o l i a .  They t h r i v e  less well, b u t  p u t  on a gay show. 

FORMS OF HELICHRYSUM BRACTEATUM: J O Y  G R E I G  

Two forms o f  H. b r a c t e a t u m  I h a v e  found worth growing a r e  from Cobar i n  NSbJ and 
B r y c e s  Gorge, Vic. 

The  Cobar form was s e n t  by B i l l  Kulham from s e e d  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1985. I t  
g e r m i n a t e d  i n  a b o u t  s e v e n  d a y s ,  whan sown i n  autumn and was r e a d y  f o r  p l a n t i n g  o u t  
i n  a b o u t  e i g h t  weeks. P l a n t s  i n  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  grew t o  a b o u t  1 rn 
t a l l ,  b u t  were l a n k y  and t e n d e d  t o  l e a n  over.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  many f lower -heads  were 
p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  summer, and as t h e s e  Idere removed f o r  w i r i n g ,  more developed.  The 
p l a n t s  are s t i l l  f l o w e r i n g  a s  autumn p r o g r e s s e s ,  b u t  are l o o k i n g  as though  t h e y  w i l l  
s o o n  b e  exhaus t ed .  

The  f lower -heads  a r e  a clear y e l l o w  c o l o u r ,  up t o  3 cm a c r o s s ,  w i t h  t h e  o u t e r  
b r a c t s  t e n d i n g  t o  c u r l  upwards i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner t o  t h e  form from Ken i lwor th ,  Old. 

The  B r y c s s  Gorge  form was grown from s e e d ,  o r i g i n a l l y  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  o f  1. acuminatus 
b e c a u s e  t h e  o u t e r  b r a c t s  o f  t h e  f lower -heads  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  a c u t e .  However, i n  my 
g a r d e n ,  t h e  p l a n t s  h a v e  s e v e r a l  b ranched  s t u n s ,  t o  a b o u t  60 crns, which t e n d  t o  b e  waak 
and s t r a g g l y ,  and t h e  o u t e r  b r a c t s  are s h i n y  unde rnea th .  The stems and l e a v e s  have  
s h o r t  h a i r s  and a r e  s l i g h t l y  rough t o  t h e  touch.  

The f lower -heads  a r e  a b o u t  4 crns a c r o s s ,  b r i g h t  y e l l o w ,  w i t h  t h e  d e e p e r  yel low- 
brown o f  t h e  o u t e r  b r a c t s  a d d i n g  a h i g h l i g h t .  They wire very  well, and h a v e  a n  
u n u s u a l  s t a r - l i k e  a p p e a r a n c e  d u e  t o  t h e  p o i n t e d  t i p s  o f  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  narrow o u t e r  
b r a c t s .  

I m hop ing  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  p e r e n n i a l  form, a s  i t  is n o t  showing any s i g n s  o f  
d y i n g  back i n  mid-march, nor  is  i t  q u i t s  a s  f l o r i f e r o u s  a s  t h e  a n n u a l  forms. 



HELICHRYSUfl BICOLOR: JUDY BARKER 

H. b i c e l o r ,  30-40 cm X 40-50 m, orange-brown buds, 
y e l l o w  haads about 3.5 cm across, Pointed ye l l aw  
bracts, t i pped  brown balow and o f t a n  above, T h i n l y  
textured, lencaalatu leaves,  2.5-10.5 cm long by 
3-14 mm uida. Compact, branching h a b i t ,  with  many heads 
produced a t  t h e  t i p s  o f  short stma,  

I t  w i l l  b e  a u s e f u l  subJect f o r  summer c o l o u r  i n  t h e  
garden and t h e  heads w i r e  wel l .  

.Ha b i c o l o r  i s  a Tasmanian endemic, u s u a l l y  found i n  
w a t ~ ~ l a c e s  near t h e  coast. If a r e v i s i o n  is under- 
taken, i t  may become a v a r i e t y  o f  &. bracteaturn. 

DONATIONS: 

Many thanks onca aga in  f o r  your donat ions. They a re  
4 

most acceptable.  Hal ichrvsum b i c o l c  

pho tocop ied  from pos t  c a r d  
H i l d a  Crouch $7 C o l i n  Jones $3 Beth  Armatrong , $2 ' W i l l i a m  Buelow Gould 
Sharon Howard $5 B e r y l  B i r c h  $3 Maroondah Group $2 1804-53 Aus t ra l i an1 .  
Pa t  Treacy 8 2 
Max McDowall - 2 e x c e l l e n t  s l i d e s  o f  Schoenia cass in iana  and a M i c r o c e r i s  from It. Selwyn. 

Thank you illax, j u s t  what we wanted. 

SEED OONORS: 

Thank you t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  seed donors f o r  t h e i r  dona t ions  o f  seed. I am very 
happy t o  see t h e  seed l i s t  expanding a t  a g rea t  r a t e  b u t  d i sappo in tad  t h a t  most members 
a r e  growing on l y  a very  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  what is l i s t e d .  Uhat about more members 
o f f e r i n g  t o  s tudy  a p a r t i c u l a r  genus? 

Joy Greig, G e r y l  B i r c h ,  Pat  Shaw, Lou ise  G i l fedder ,  J e f f  I r ons ,  I a n  Evans, 
H i l d a  Crouch, Judy Barker,  Barbara auchanan, B e t t y  Campbell, Sharon Howard, 
L y n  M i l l i n g t o n ,  Esma & R l f  Sa lk in ,  8ev. Courtney, Jenny Rsjske. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

Would members 

t o  t h o s e  who have 

p lease  no te  t h a t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  have been INC3ERSEO TO $5.00 PER YEAR 
and a r e  due f o r  payment i n  ~ u n e  of  each year. T h i s  does n o t  apply  
j o i n e d  s i n c e  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  year. 

Rece ip t  i s  acknowledged o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  subscr ip t ions: -  

SGAP Geelong '86 
B i l l  Owen '86 & '87 
Esma & A l f  S a l k i n  '86 
Dot Rock '86 
P a t  Treacy '86, '87 
Be th  Armstrong '86 
Lynne & I a n  Evans '86, '87 

WANTED , A PHOTOCOPIER: 

Due t o  V i c l s  r e t i r e m e n t  a t  
pho tocop ie r  a t  t h e i r  d isposa l .  
For use  a t  a reasonable p r i c e .  

Je fP  I r o n s  '87 Sharon Howard '87  
John L l e w e l l y n  '86, '87 SGAP Naroondah '86 
H i l d a  Crouch '86 C o l i n  Jones '87 
f f l a r i l y n  Connel l  ' 87 Va l  Crowley ' 87  
Tim Hayes '87 3. Gay '87 
M a r i l y n  Spragus '87 B e r y l  B i r c h  ' 86, ' 87 
SGAP S4 Region) '87 
Norm dona 

SGAP Tas, Region '87 

t h e  end o f  t h i s  month, t h e  s tudy  group has no l onge r  a 
P lease con tac t  me if you know o f  one t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  

A l l  correspondence and reques ts  f o r  seed, 
e n c l o s i n g  stampsd se l f - add ressed  envelope t o  Leader:- mrs. m. Schaunann 

88 Albany Dr ive,  
mULGRAVE-. 3170 
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SEED LIST: 

Hereunder i s  a  list o f  s e e d  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  our  s e e d  bank. P l e a s e  keep  t h i s  list 
a s  o n l y  a d d i t i o n s  and d e l e t i o n s  w i l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  f u t u r e  n e w s l e t t e r s .  A f u l l  list 
is  p u b l i s h e d  i n  each March n e w s l e t t e r .  

Rmmobium e l  a t  um 

Angian thus  tomentosus  

Brachyscome a c u l e a t a ,  b a s a l t i c a  v a r  g r a c i l i s ,  c m p y l o c a r p a ,  c a r d i o c a r p a ,  c i l i a r i s ,  
c i l i a r i s  var l a n u g i n o s a ,  s u b - i n t e g r i f o l i a ,  c i l i o c a r p a ,  d e c i p i e n s ,  
d i v e r s i f o l i a  v a r  d i v e r s i  f o l i a  ( ~ i n g  I s l a n d ) ,  ( ~ t .   maria) , ( ~ o l m i e ) ,  
( ~ r ~ u h a r t s  B l u f f ) ,  d i v e r s i f o l i a  v a r  m a r i t i m a  ( ~ e a l  ~ s l a n d ) ,  e x i l i s ,  
graminea ,  h e t  e r o d o n t  a  u a r  h e t e r o d o n t a ,  h  et  e r o d o n t a  v a r  A ,  i b e r i d i  f o l i a ,  
l i n e a r i l o b a ,  melanocarpa ,  mic roca rpa ,  m u l t i f i d a  v a r  d i l a t a t a ,  
m u l t i f i d a  v a r  m u l t i f i d a ,  n i v a l i a  v a r  n i v a l i s ,  obova ta ,  p a r v u l a ,  
r e a d e r i ,  s c a p i g e r a ,  segmentosa ,  s p a t h u l a t a  v a r  g l a b r a ,  s t u a r t i i ,  
t e n u i s c a p a  v a r  pubescens ,  t r a c h y c a r p a  

C a l o c e p h a l u s  b r o w n i i ,  c i t r e u s  

C a l o t i s  c u n e i f o l i a ,  i n e r m i s ,  r n u l t i c a u l i s ,  s c a b i o s i f o l i a ,  s c a p i g e r a  

C a s s i  n i  a  au r  e o n i  t e n s  

C e l m i s i a  a s t e l i i  f o l i a  

Cepha l ip te rum drummondii 

C r a s p e d i a  c h r y s a n t h a ,  g l a u c a ,  g l a u c a  v a r  a l p i n a  ( T a s ) ,  g l o b o s a ,  s p  (Cream) mt. 
Kosci u s  ko 

E r i g e r o n  pappocroma 

Erod i  ophyllurn e l d e r i  

Hel ichrysum acuminatum, adenophorum v a r  w a d d e l l i a e ,  ambiguun, ap icu la tum,  
argophyllurn,  b a c k h o u s i i ,  b a x t e r i ,  b r a c t e a t u m  ( ~ o b a r )  , ( ~ i l g a n d r a ) ,  
( ~ r a n ~ i a n s ) ,  'Dargan H i l l  Monarch', ' H a s t i n g s  Gold ' ,  h y b r i d s  - go ld ,  
l a r g e  h s m a l l  f l o w e r s ,  o range ,  p ink,  w h i t e ,  b i c o l o r     as), 
cass in ianurn ,  co l l inum,  c u n e i f o l i u m ,  d iosmi  fo l ium,  d io tophy l lum,  
e l a tum,  e r i c e t u m ,  g lu t inosum,  h o o k e r i ,  l e d i  fo l ium,  leucopsideum,  
l i n d l e y i ,  obcordaturn, p a r a l i u m ,  r o g e r s i  anum, r o s m a r i n i  fo l ium,  
r u t i d o l e p i s ,  s c o r p i o i d e s ,  semipapposum ( ~ n g l e s e a ) ,  (bJyangala ~ m ) ,  
( W a l h a l l a )  , s u b u l i  fo l ium,  thyr so ideum,  viscosum 

H e l i p t  erum a l b i c a n s  s s p  a l b i c a n s  v a r  a l b i c a n s ,  v a r  incanum, v a r  b u f f a l o e n s i s ,  
an themoides  (wine  budded form),  (Old. form) ,  chlorocephalum,  
corymbif lorum,  c o t u l a ,  humboldtianum, j e s s e n i i ,  m a n g l e s i i ,  mol l e ,  
moschatum, p o l y g a l i f o l i u m ,  praecox,  pygmaeum, roseum, splendidum,  
s t i p i t a t u m ,  s t r i c t u m ,  un i f lo rum 

I x o d i a  a c h i l l a e o i d e s  

I x i o l a e n a  I r p t o l e p i s  , sp.  QId.  

Lep to rhy  nchos  e l o n g a t u s ,  sp. J indabyne ,  squamatus ,  t e n u i f o l i u s  

M i n u r i a  c u n n i n g h a n i i ,  d e n t i c u l a t a ,  i n t e g e r r i r n a ,  l e p t o p h y l l a  

Myr iocepha lus  s t u a r t i i  

O l e a r i a  a l g i d a ,  a l p i n a ? ,  a x i l l a r i s ,  c i l i a t a ,  d e c u r r e n s ,  e l l i p t i c a ,  e r u b e s c e n s ,  
f r o s t i i  , g l a n d u l o s a ,  g l u t i n o s a ,  g r a n d i f  l o r a ,  g r a v i s ,  l i r a t a ,  
m i c r o p h y l l a ,  phlogopappa,  p i n i f o l i a ,  r amulosa ,  sp. M t .  Selwyn, s p  a l d ,  
tornentosa  

P o d o l e p i s  c a n e s c e n s ,  j a c e o i d e s ,  n e g l e c t a  

R u t i d o s i s  h e l i c h r y s o i d e s ,  l e p t o r h y n c h o i d e s ,  m u r c h i s o n i i ,  sp. ( ~ l d .  ) 

S e n e c i o  g r e g o r i i  

V i  t t a d i n i a  b i c o l o r ,  r n u e l l e r i ,  sp.  N a t h a l i a ,  W a n i l l a  (S-A.) 

W a i t z i a  a c u m i n a t a ,  a u r e a ,  c i t r i n a  

A STAWED ZF-ADf34ESSEO E N V E m  must accompany each  r e q u e s t  f o r  seed .  




