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Dear Members, 

I n  Ju ly ,  w h i l s t  meandering around t h e  A the r ton  Table lands area, we 
cane across one o f  t h e  n i c e s t  d a i s i e s  seen on our t r i p  up nor th .  
R f t e r  r ecogn i s i ng  i t  as Hel ichrysum newcastlianum, ( ~ o s s i b l y  named 
a f t e r  t h e  nearby Newcaatle range) we found i t  growing everywhere 
a long  t h e  roadside, i n  r o c k y  c r e v i c e s  and on  c l i f f  tops. 

As t h i s  spec ies has n o t  been very  success fu l  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  s o  
far,  I t r i e d  t a k i n g  a  ph read ing  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  t h i n k i n g  t h i s  
may g i v e  me a  c l u e  t o  i t s  l i k e s ,  b u t  found t h e  very  
rocky  s o i l  i n t o  which i t s  r o o t s  were embedded, y i e l d e d  
no t  an inch,  so i t s  l i k e s  s t i l l  rema in  a  mystery. 

I am a l so  no t  c e r t a i n  as t o  ldhether 1. newcastlfanum 
i s  an annual o r  pe renn ia l ,  as many o f  t h e  p l a n t s  seen 
had d i e d  back t o  t h e  r o o t s t o c k  a f t e r  f l ower ing .  
Judging by t h e  many s m a l l e r  p l a n t s  around, t h e r e  
appeared t o  be no problem w i t h  regenerat ion.  Th i s  
r e g e n e r a t i o n  may have come from seed, o r  they  may have 
been suckers from t h e  ma in  roo ts tock .  

Overshadowing i t s  s m a l l e r  bush companions i n  bo th  
s i z e  and co lour ,  H. nawcast l ianum s tood  ou t  a t  40 crns h igh,  
and a l though covered w i t h  l a r g e  wh i te ,  (sometimes p i n k )  
papery flower-heads, 3-43 crns i n  d im. ,  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  
f e a t u r e  of  these  p l a n t s  was t h e  r i c h ,  deep-pink buds, 
p r o v i d i n g  a h i g h l i g h t  aga ins t  t h e  s o f t  grey, woo l l y  leaves  
and stems. Guaranteed t o  p u t  a  gleam i n  everybody's eye. 

I f e e l  su re  t h a t  H. newcastlianum w i l l  be j u s t  t h e  
da i sy  t o  d i sp lace  H. anthemoides from i t s  t o p  spot  a t  our 
f u t u r e  f lower  shows, p rov ided  o f  course, we can l e a r n  t h e  
s e c r e t  o f  i t s  success i n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  

. . . . . . . . . 
ER OD1 OPHY LLUM ELDER I. 

I r e c e n t l y  r ece i ved  a  'phone c a l l  from Bev. Courtney 
bea r i ng  some g r e a t  news on  a  s imp le  method o f  e x t r a c t i n g  
seeds from Erodfo~hyllurn elderi's tough  l i t t l e  cones. 

Throw away t h a t  hammer, v i c e  and magic k n i f e  and j u s t  
soak t h e  pods o v e r n i g h t  i n  h a l f  a cup of  warm water. As 
t h e  cones .open, t h e  seeds around t h e  per imete r  a re  t h e  f i r s t  
t o  pop out, o the rs  t ucked  i n  f u r t h e r  may need t o  be w ink led  
ou t  w i t h  t h e  tweezers. What c o u l d  be s impler .  

Bev. a l so  s a i d  she l e f t  a  few seeds i n  water f o r  a  p e r i o d  
o f  4 o r  5 days and found they  had a l ready  s t a r t e d  t o  germina te  
when she was ready t o  sow them. 

Thanks Bev. f o r  s h a r i n g  your f i n d i n g s  w i t h  us so promptly.  

D r i e d  specimen of  
Hel ichrysum ne~dcast l ianum 



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x t r a c t  f rom t h e  P l a n t s  & Gardens ~ e w s / 3  B r o o k l y n  
B o t a n i c  Gardens, New York U.S.A. 

PROMOTING SEED GERMINATION OF FIRE-FOLLOWING PLANTS: 

Over t h e  p a s t  few years,  b o t a n i s t s  have been t r y i n g  t o  unders tand  why c e r t a i n  
herbaceous p l a n t s ,  sometimes c a l l e d  " f i r e - a n n u a l s " ,  appear a f t e r  f i r e s  i n  t h e  
c h a p a r r a l  s h r u b l a n d s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  These f i r e - f o l l o w i n g  p l a n t s  p e r s i s t  f o r  a  s h o r t  
t ime ,  t h e n  d i e  out ,  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  seeds t o  r e m a i n  dormant - u n t i l  ano the r  f i r e .  Some 
r e s e a r c h e r s  have  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  f i r e  d e s t r o y s  g e r m i n a t i o n  i n h i b i t o r s ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  
t h e  dormant seeda t o  s p r o u t ;  o t h e r s  have  suggested t h a t  f i r e  produces g e r m i n a t i o n  
s t i m u l a t o r s .  The l a t t e r  h y p o t h e s i s  was c o n f i r m e d  r e c e n t l y  by  r e s e a r c h e r s  a t  W h i t t i e r  
C o l l e g e s  components i n  c h a r r e d  wood s t i m u l a t e  g e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  seeds o f  f i r e -  
f o l l o w i n g  p l a n t s .  

Most  any t g p e  o f  ~ o o d  w i l l  do. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  wood doesn ' t  need t o  b e  burned - 
h e a t i n g  t o  abou t  3 5 0  F  (177 C )  f o r  h a l f  an  hour  produces t h e  w a t e r - s o l u b l e  s t i r n u l a t o r y  
compound, a p p a r e n t l y  formed f rom h e m i c e l l u l o s e s  i n  t h e  wood. 

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  f o r  h o r t i c u l t u r e  c o u l d  b e  enormous, s i n c e  
i t  means t h a t  a  number o f  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  be  grown e a s i l y  p r e v i o u s l y  can 
now b e  g e r m i n a t e d  s i m p l y  by  s o a k i n g  t h e i r  seeds i n  wa te r  w i t h  some o f  t h e  g e r m i n a t i o n  
s t i m u l a t o r  added.  o or home exper imen te rs ,  t h i s  means c h a r r i n g  wood p i e c e s  w i t h  an 
open flame, g r i n d i n g  t h e n  up, and t h e n  add ing t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  wa te r  f o r  an o v e r n i g h t  
soak; pour  some o f  t h e  water  i n t o  t h e  g row ing  m i x  i n  wh ich  t h e  seeds a r e  p lan ted .  
Some s p e c i e s  may need a d d i t i o n a l  seed t r e a t m e n t s ,  such as p e r i o d s  o f  l o w  temperatures ,  
f o r  good seed g e r m i n a t i o n ) .  

Perhaps w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  c o u p l e  o f  years ,  w e ' l l  be  s e e i n g  seeds o f  "new" P i r e -  
f o l l o w i n g  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  o f f e r e d  t o  home growers  by w i l d f l o w e r  seed companies, complete 
w i t h  " g e r m i n a t i o n  s t i m u l a t i o n  k i t s "  c o n t a i n i n g  powdered b u r n t  wood! 

Source: S t e r l i n g  C. Keeley and M a r i e  P izzo rno ,  "Charred Wood S t i m u l a t e d  Germ ina t ion  
o f  Two F i r e - F o l l o w i n g  Herbs o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C h a p a r r a l  and t h e  R o l e  o f  H m i c e l l u l o s e " ,  
Amer ican J o u r n a l  o f  Botany 73(9), September 1986, 1289-1297, ( B o t a n i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  
America, 1735 N e i l  Rve., Columbus OH 43210.) 

Thank you t o  Bev. Cour tney f o r  t h i s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e .  I would b e  
p l e a s e d  i f  m m b e r s  woulr l  g i v e  t h i s  s i m p l e  method a  t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  seeds o f  
O l e a r i a  and I x o d i a  wh ich  g e r m i n a t e  s o  w e l l  a f t e r  b u s h f i r e s ,  and l e t  me know o f  your  
r e s u l t s .  

PAOTOCOPIER: 

F o r  t h e  p h o t o c o p y i n g  o f  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ,  we a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  N e i l  Gre ig  
and Camberwell  Grammar who now p r o v i d e  t h i s  s e r v i c e  p u r e l y  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
paper  used. 

NEW MEMBERS: 

A warm welcome t o  t h e  f o l l o w i . n g  new members:- 

Mrs. Cher ree  Dens l e y ,  K i l l a r n e y  
R u t h  m a r r i o t t ,  M t .  E l i z a  
D ianne  G i l l i e s ,  Maldon 

Mrs. C o r a l  Hughes, Koonwarra 
SGAP B l u e  Mounta ins  Group, Glenbrook 



ANTS AND SEED DISPERSAL ( a  f o l l o w  on  t o  Joy Cook's a r t i c l e )  - PETER VAUGHAN 

Seed d i s p e r s a l  i s  an i n t e r e s t  o f  m ine  and I was v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  r e a d  
J o y ' s  exper ience  w i t h  t h e  ants. On r e a d i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  my immedia te  t h o u g h t  was 
'how obv ious ' .  Ye t  I am s u r e  t h i s  method o f  seed d i s p e r s a l  has  n o t  been r e c o r d e d  
and p o s s i b l y  n o t  even c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  Brachyscome. (I am c h e c k i n g  on  t h i s ) .  

Ants a r e  common seed d i s p e r s e r s .  P l a n t s  t h a t  depend on a n t s  f o r  seed 
d i s p e r s a l  a r e  te rmed  myrmecochores. There  i s  u s u a l l y  a  .reward a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  seed. 
Compare Acacia rne lanoxy lon seed t o  A. implexa seed. A. rrlef anoxylon has  s t a l k  
a  r o d  seed s t a l k  t h a t  is s o  l o n g  i t  e n c i r c l ~ s  t h e  seed. ,A, i m p l e x a  
has a  s h o r t  p a l s  c o l a u r e d  s t a l k .  The seed s t a l k  i s  v e r y  n u t r i t i o u s  

&seed 

and remains  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  seed a f t e r  f a l l i n g .  A n t s  g a t h e r  t h e  - R. melanoxy l o n  
seed o f  d e s i r a b l e  spec ies ,  t a k e  i t  t o  t h e i r  nes t ,  remove t h e  n u t r i t i o u s  p o r t i o n  and 
t h e n  d i s c a r d  t h e  unwanted seed, e i t h e r  i n  a  d i s u s e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  nest ,  o r  on  t h e  
r u b b i s h  heap ( u s u a l l y  an a rea  b e s i d e  t h e  nes t ) .  A. rna lanoxy lon  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a n t  
d i s p e r s e d  and A. i r np laxe  i s n ' t .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  accounts  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  
between t h e  h a h i t s  o f  t h e s e  two s p ~ c i e s  ( t h e i r  d i s t r i h u t i a n s  arR v e r y  s i m i l a r ) .  

G r e v i l l e a  b a n k s i i z  

I once had a  s e a l e d  p l a s t i c  bag o f  G r e v i l l e a  b a n k s i i  seed ( n a t u r a l  form, 
n o t  ga rden  form). Ants  d e t e c t e d  t h e  seed i n s i d e  and chewed t h r o u g h  
t h e  p l a s t i c ,  g a t h e r e d  t h e  seed and c a r t e d  i t  back t o  where t h e i r  t r a i l  & %I! 
disappeared  i n t o  a c r a c k  i n  t h e  conc re te .  The G r e v i l l e a  seeds would C.  b a n k s i i  - 
n o t  f i t  i n  so  t h e y  chewed t h e  w ings o f f  and l e f t  t h e  seeds. There fo re ,  
winged g r e v i l l e a  seeds a r e  a l s o  a n t  d ispersed.  

Brachyscome seeds a r e n ' t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  G r e v i l l e a  seeds, except  t h e y  
a r e  much s m a l l e r .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  most d a i s i e s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  w ind  t r a n s p o r t e d .  \de 
now know t h e  reason,  a n t s  do t h e  deed f o r  them. T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  you f i n d  brachyscomes 
and no seeds, l o o k  a d j a c e n t  t o  a n t  nes ts .  T h e i r  r u b b i s h  dumps may h o l d  some. 

What does t h e  p l a n t  g a i n  f rom an t  d i s p e r s a l .  The re  a r e  some v e r y  b i g  
advantages, i. e. : - 

1. They a r e  s a f e  f rom p r e d a t o r s .  

2 .  There i s  l e s s  s e e d l i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  ( a n t s  remove seeds and s e e d l i n g s  o f  
u n d e s i r a b l e  spec ies ) .  

3. The a n t  n e s t  r u b b i s h  dump i s  a  n u t r i e n t  r i c h  s i t e  and seeds a r e  o f t e n  
covered w i t h  a  l a y e r  o f  compost ( n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an  advantage w i t h  d a i s i e s ) .  

4. They may be f a v o u r a b l y  p l a c e d  f o r  f i r e .  Seeds p l a c e d  underground a r e  
o f t e n  s t i m u l a t e d  and grow a f t e r  i n t e n s e  f i r e s .  Seeds on t h e  s u r f a c e  
respond t o  m i n o r  f i r e s .  The ant  n e s t  r u b b i s h  dump g e n e r a l l y  does n o t  
b u r n  and t h e r e f o r e  seed s u r v i v a l  i s  h igh .  

From t h i s  you  can see  t h a t  myrmecochory i s  a  common f e a t u r e  o f  ! A u s t r a l i a n  
p l a n t s ,  y e t  we do n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  i t s  f u l l  value.  I would  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  Joy f o r  
p r a s e n t i n g  h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  such a humorous manner. 

P.S. I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i d e n t i f y i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  brachyscomes, 
i .e.  t h e  wings on  t h e  seed, appear so  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  s e e d l i n g  s s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 
consequent ly  p l a n t  growth.  A p a r t i c u l a r  a n t  s p e c i e s  c i robably f a v o u r s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
seed due t o  ease o f  h a n d l i n g  (and ~ e r h a p s  f l a v o u r )  and t h e r e f o r e , t h e  s e o d l i n g  l i v e s  
w i t h  t h e  ant  i n  i t s  d e s i r e d  s o i l  and m o i s t u r e  l e v e l s .  

P.P.S. Remember t h e  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  Esma S a l k i n  found  between a n t s  and some 
d a i s i e s  ( r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ) .  



EVENTS FROM JULY TO NOVEMBER. 1987 - JUDY BARKER 

S.G.R.P. - V I C .  MEETING - JULY, 9 t h  

Three y e a r s  ago Maureen and I t a l k e d  t o  S.G.A.P. - Vic. about  d a i s i e s .  
T h i s  t i m e  t h e  s u b j e c t  was ' D a i s i e s  New t o  C u l t i v a t i o n ' .  Amongst t h e  s p e c i e s  we 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e d  were Brachyscome aeuleata and 8. t a t e i  (wh ich  has s i n c e  shown 
us  t h a t  i t  does n o t  l i k e  wet V i c t o r i a n  w i n t e r s ) ,  C a s s i n i a  u n c a t a  ( two forms),  
H e l i c h r v s u m  acuminatum ( n o t  e x a c t l y  new), 1. c u n e i f o l i u m ,  1. Ledifolium (s low, b u t  
a winner )  and A. v iscosum ( i n c l u d i n g  new forms w i t h  r e d d i s h ,  orange o r  hrown h r a c t s ) .  
H e l i p t e r m  anthernoides ( ~ l d .  form) i s  a l s o  h i g h l y  regarded,  w i t h  i t s  p r o f u s i o n  o f  
q u i t e  l a r g e  heads and i t s  l o n g  f l o w e r i n g  p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h e  r e d  bud form i s  s t i l l  
everyone1 s  f a v o u r i t e .  I x i o l a e n a  l e p t o l e w i s   orsh sham) and I. z. (Clueensland) a l s o  
l o o k  v e r y  u s e f u l ,  f as t -g row ing ,  l o n g - f l o w e r i n g  b e t s  t o  us. 

Jenny R e j s k e  p r o v i d e d  h e r  u s u a l  cheery  h e l p  i n  s e l l i n g  tubes  and seed. 

NEWCASTLE S.G.A.P. mEETING - AUGUST 5 t h  

Speaking t o  t h i s  group o f  a c t i v e  e n t h u s i a s t s  was a  p l e a s u r e  f rom f i r s t  t o  
l a s t .  T h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f f i c e r ,  Mark Henley,  fe tched,  c a r r i e d ,  s e t  up s l i d e s  and, 
i n  s h o r t ,  t r e a t e d  me l i k e  r o y a l t y .  ( ~ v e r ~  g roup  s h o u l d  have one). T h i s  was t h e  
f i r s t  i n t e r s t a t e  v i s i t  ou r  Study Group has made, and i t  s e t  a  p a t t e r n  wh ich  would be 
h a r d  t o  equal. 

I t  was v e r y  good t o  meet ou r  Newcas t le  members, Pe te r ,  A l l a n  and John, 
and t o  renew acqua2,ntance w i t h  Lyn. Great  i n t e r e s t  was expressed i n  ou r  one copy 
o f  t h e  book and much s e ~ d  was so ld .  

THE MELBOURNE WILDFLOWER SHOW - AUGUST, 15th i 1 6 t h  

Maroondah Group generous ly  a l l o w e d  us t h r e e  t r e s t l e s  so t h e r e  was p l e n t y  
o f  room t o  move around o u r  d i s p l a y  and a t  t i m e s  we needed every  b i t  o f  i t .  ule 
d i v i d e d  t h e  seed i n t o  two  l o t s  and s o l d  i t  a t  b o t h  ends o f  our  d i s p l a y .  A t  each 
seed bank two members were k e p t  busy f o r  most  o f  t h e  two days. 

The c o l d  c o n d i t i o n s  l e a d i n g  up 
t o  t h e  show meant t h a t  we r e l i e d  m a i n l y  
on our d r i e d  specimens - wh ich  were a t  
1-east t w e l v e  months o ld .  Th ree  l a r g e  p o t s  
o f  Helipterm anthemaides ( r e d  bud form)  
s t o l e  t h e  show. Everyone nuanted seed o r  
p l a n t s ,  and some went t o  excess i ve  l e n g t h s  
t o  g e t  c u t t i n g s .  

HePichrysum l i n d l e v i  ( f o u r  t u b e s  
i n  a  s m a l l  t e r r a c o t t a  p o t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  
spaces f i l l e d  w i t h  sand)  o b l i g e d  by 
f l o w e r i n g  generous ly  and t h i s  s p e c i ~ s  uas ' 

i n  g r e a t  demand. Specimens o f  H e l i c h r v s u n  
l e d i f o l i u m  and H. newcastlf ahurn (wh ich  
Maureen had k l n d l y  s e n t  u s )  were much 
admired and seed was c o n s t a n t l y  reques ted ,  
h u t  H. ledifoLium has n o t  ge rm ina ted  f o r  us  
so  Far and seed o f  H. newcast l ianum was 
u n a v a i l a b l e .  

IJe had s o l d  o u t  o f  H e l i p t e r u m  
roseum seed by l u n c h t i m e  o n  Saturday,  and 
by t h e  end o f  t h e  show, we had a l s o  s o l d  o u t  
o f  l. rnanq les i t ,  H. splendidum, H e l i c h r y s u n  
s u b u l i  f o l i m  and Schoen ia  c a s s i n i a n x .  
Obv ious l y  t h e  l a r g e  and/or showy had t a k e n  
t h e  eye. 

Joy Gre ig ,  Jenny, C o l i n ,  Ba rba ra ,  

Joy Cook d 08v .  were p i l l a r s  o f  s t r e n g t h  i n  H. an thano ides  ( r e d  bud f o r n )  - DraiL l inq by B e t t y  Csmpbell  
t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .  
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WAVERLEY S.G.A.P. MEETING - AUGUST. 2 5 t h  

T h i s  t a l k  was t i t l e d  'How we w r o t e  t h e  book'.  As Waverley Group i s  
' f a m i l y '  f o r  many o f  o u r  s t u d y  g r o u p  members, i t  was n o t  a  s e r i o u s  n i g h t  and we 
c o u l d  i n d u l g e  i n  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  h i l a r i t y  and exaggera t i on .  Jus t  as w e l l ,  
because t h e  t h i r t y  s l i d e s  I had chosen t o  round  o f f  t h e  t a l k  went t h r o u g h  my 
f a u l t y  p r o j e c t o r  i n  t h r e e  m inu tes  f l a t .  N o t h i n g  I c o u l d  do would stem t h e  t i d e .  
W i t h  any o t h e r  g roup  t h i s  would have caused a c u t e  embarrassment, b u t  raucous  
l a u g h t e r  g r e e t e d  my d i s t r e s s  on t h i s  occas ion.  E f f i c i e n t  Idaver ley  members changed 
p r o j e c t o r s  w i t h o u t  f u s s  and I war a b l e  t o  proceed f a i r l y  ca lmly .  

Our book was n o t  ready f o r  sa le ,  b u t  we t o o k  i t  t o  Waver leyls September 
m e e t i n g  where i t  s o l d  l i k e  h o t  cakes. 

NAROONDAH SPECIAL WEEKEND - SEPTEMRER, 18th/20th 

Thrae members spoke t o  maroondah Group on  t h e  F r i d a y  evening;  Esma S a l k i n  
on p ropaga t ion ,  Jenny R e j s k e  on w i r i n g  and d r y i n g ,  and me o n  t h e  b o t a n i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  between V i c t o r i a n  d a i s i e s .  N e i t h e r  Esma no r  Jenny had spoken i n  p u b l i c  
much, b u t  t h e i r  per formance was e x c e l l e n t  and t h e y  were r o u n d l y  applauded. 

Joy Cook was i n  charge o f  s a l e s  o f  t ubes  f o r  5 0  cents ,  b u t  had no hope 
o f  o r d e r l y  m a r k e t i n g  i n  t h e  melee. We s o l d  about  600 t u b e s  and some books. 

The f o l l o w i n g  Sunday we v i s i t e d  Karwarra  N a t i v e  Gardens and s e t  up  a  
d i s p l a y ,  because t h e  qardens were open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  under  a  scheme r u n  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
R o y a l  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  and t h e  R.B.C. We t o o k  a  number o f  Maroondah members 
around t h e  ga rden  t o  i d e n t i f y  any Rsteraceae g row ing  t h e r e .  Not many s p e c i e s  were 
t o  be f ~ u n d , ~  b u t  Frances Emerson has sugges ted  t h a t  t h i s  o m i s s i o n  c o u l d  b e  r e c t i f i e d  
i n  t h e  autumn o f  1988. 

The v i s i t o r s  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s m a l l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d r i e d  f l o w e r s  and 
c o n t a i n e r s  we d i s p l a y e d .  R number o f  books and more t u b e s  were so ld .  

A.B.C. GARDEN1 NG SHOW ' -  SEPTEMBER,- 19th 
- r  

L o t h i a n s  s e n t  a  r e v i e w  copy o f  our  book t o  t h e  A.B.C. R u r a l  Department. 
They responded by i n v i t i n g  me t o  be a  gues t  on 3L0 a t  8.00 a.m. I t  was a  f a s c i n a t i n g  
e x e r c i s e ,  a l b e i t  n e r v e  wrack ing,  b u t  o f  g r e a t  v a l u e  t o  ou r  cause i n  t h a t  an  
a s t o n i s h i n g  number o f  gardeners  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  program. Some o f  them now r e a l i s e  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more A u s t r a l i a n  d a i s i e s  t h a n  ' t h e  l i t t l e  one t h a t  appears i n  t h e  lawn' .  
The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t a l k b a c k  q u e s t i o n s  were d i r e c t e d  towards  t l ~ e  ~ r o l r l w n s  o f  1 ~ 1 r 1 o n  
t r e e s ;  none towards d a i s i e s .  

4NGAIR SHOW - SEPTEMBER, 26th /27th  

Maureen r e t u r n e d  j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  a r range  a  b e a u t i f u l  d i s p l a y  o f  p o t t e d  
p l a n t s  and f ~ e s h  and d r i e d  specimens. We t r i e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  as much f r e s h  
m a t e r i a l  as p o s s i b l e .  I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  many o f  our  customers t h o u g h t  f r e s h  
and d r i e d  specimens o f  H e l i p t e r m  rnanqlesa were two d i f f e r e n t  species.  The Study 
Group had been g i v e n  p r i d e  o f  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h a l l  w i t h  p l e n t y  OF d i s p l a y  area. 

H. roseurn was a g a i n  f a v o u r i t e ,  b u t  H e l i c h r y s u m  b a x t e r i  and 8 r a c h y s c m e  
diuersif~lia so13 w e l l  here.  A g a i n  H e l i ~ t e r u m _  anthemoideq ( r e d  bud form)  t o o k  f i r s t  
p r i z e  and t h e  few p o t s  we had were t h e  f i r s t  t o  d isanpear .  We c o u l d  have s o l d  a  t o n  
OF B r a c h y s e m e  m u l t i f i d a ,  e i t h e r  as seed o r  i n  tubes.  Ths re  were many e n q u i r i e s  f o r  
He l i ch rysum l e d i  Fo l i um and i. l f  n d l s y f .  Llleari a ph loqopappa was a l s o  i n  g r e a t  demand, - 
p r o b a b l y  because Jenny had b r o u g h t  g r e a t  branches o f  i t  i n  a l l  co lou rs .  

We d i d  a  b r i s k  b u s i n e s s  i n  seed and p o t s  and a  s teady  l i n e  i n  book s a l e s .  
We c o u l d  n o t  have coped w i t h o u t  Maureen and Vic., Jenny R e j s k e  and B e t t y  Campbell. 
The hea t  made c o n d i t i o n s  r a t h e r  t r y i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  r e f l e c t  upon i t . 
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OTWAV S.G.A.P. SHOW - OCTOBER. 1 1 t h  

I t  i s  a lways a  p l e a s u r e  t o  m i n g l e  w i t h  t h e  f r i e n d l y ,  generous members 
o f  t h e  Otway Group. T h e i r  show i s  h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G e l l i b r a n d  R i v e r  
Marke t  and i s  o f  a  v e r y  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  and d i v e r s i t y  o f  s p e c i e s  t h e y  
d i s p l a y .  

Joy Cook and h e r  f a m i l y  cane  down t o  h e l p  w i t h  s a l e s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  m a z i n g  number o f  p e o p l e  who passed  t h r o u g h  t h e  doors. Joy i s  a  saleswoman o f  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a p a c i t y ;  I m a r v e l l e d  t o  hear  h e r  s e l l i n g  k i l o s  o f  seed o f  Calorner ia 
m a r a n t h o i d e s  ( w i t h  i t s  vaun ted  a p h r o d i s i a c  q u a l i t i e s )  t o  cus tomers  t r a i l i n g  f i v e  o r  
s i x  c h i l d r e n  and a  baby. Other  s p e c i e s  i n  demand were Brachyseome d i v e r s i f o l i a  and 
8. a n q u s t i f o l i a  var .  h e t e r a p h y l l a .  We s o l d  a  s u r p r i s i n g  amount o f  seed  - m a i n l y  t h e  - 
showy annua ls  - and q u i t e  a  few books. max and t h e  Cook g i r l s  formed a  g r e a t  back-up 
s t a f f  and we a l l  h a d  a  happy, busy day. 

3 RRR 'GET ROOTED' - NOVEMBER, 1 s t  

D e s p i t e  my t r e p i d a t i o n  a t  a p p e a r i n g  o n  such a  f r i g h t e n i n g l y  named ga rden ing  
show, I found t h i s  program most i m p r e s s i v e .  I knew 3 RRR was l a i d  back and f u l l  of 
jokes, b u t  t h e  two young h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s  who r u n  'Get  ,+looted1 t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be most 
knowledgeab le  and had done t h e i r  homework o n  our  book v e r y  tho rough ly .  

O f  t h e  seven  p e o p l e  who phoned i n  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s ,  f i v e  were on  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  d a i s i e s ,  wh ich  was a  s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  e x p e r t s  as w e l l  as t o  me. T h i s  program, a t  
10.00 a.m. o n  Sundays i s  good f u n  and p r o f i t a b l e  l i s t c n i n g .  

I would  l i k e  t o  p r o f f e r  h e a r t f e l t  t hanks  t o  t h e  many members who have h e l p e d  
w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  endeavours i n  Maureen 's  absence. They have been ex t reme ly  generous 
w i t h  t h e i r  t i m e  and adv ice ,  b o t a n i c a l ,  a r t i s t i c  and s h e e r l y  p r a c t i c a l .  They have 
k e p t  me sane ( o r  a lmos t  so )  and my f a m i l y  i s  g r a t e f u l .  

OTHER EVENTS - MAUREEN 

Another  t w o  shows w e l l  w o r t h y  o f  m e n t i o n  were Shepparton,  (wh ich  I was v e r y  
s o r r y  I missed)  and Pen insu la .  From t h e  s l i d e s  Esma & R l f  t o o k  o f  t h e  Sheppar ton 
Show, I was most  impressed  w i t h  t h e  l andscaped  d i s p l a y  o f  d a i s i e s .  Upon- t h e  s t a g e  
a  sea o f  sun rays  glowed, e q u a l  t o  any scene o n  a  Western  A u s t r a l i a n  pos tca rd .  
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Sheppar ton f o r  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  e f f o r t .  

I was home from Pld. and a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  Show on Sunday, 
1 0 t h  October, and was v e r y  p l e a s e d  I d i d ,  as t h i s  who le  show was ve ry  w e l l  presented.  
Rev. had a r ranged  h e r  own d a i s y  d i s p l a y  and o f  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  was h e r  own c u l t i v a r  
o f  B r a e h y s e m e  m u l t i f f d a  var. m u l t i f i d a  ( a  c u s h i o n  form w i t h  v e r y  deep p u r p l e  f l o w e r s ) .  
She a l s o  t h o u g h t  up a  u n i q u e  i d e a  o f  d i s p l a y i n g  h e r  d r i e d  specimens w i t h o u t  t h e  wor ry  
o f  damage d u r i n g  t r a n s p o r t  between shows. I n  a p l e a s i n g  d e s i g n , t h e  d a i s i e s  were 
a t t a c h e d  o n t o  a cream t a p e s t r y  c l o t h  t h a t  had been f i r m l y  a f f i x e d  t o  a wooden frame. 
Each specimen had been n e a t l y  l a b e l l e d .  

Our l a s t  event  f o r  t h e  season was a  S p r i n g  P l a n t  S a l e  i n  a  23 a c r e  garden 
a t  Tynong Nor th .  T h i s  was o r g a n i s e d  by  members o f  SGAP - Vic. Over 10,000 p l a n t s  
were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l e  and i n c l u d e d  many unusua l  s p e c i e s  o f  d a i s i e s .  

Judy & C o l i n  s e t  up our  d a i s y  d i s p l a y  on F r i d a y  and i n c l u d e d  some p o t t e d  
specimens i n  t o p  c l a s s  c o n d i t i o n .  F a v o u r i t e s  were Joy G r e i g ' s  p o t  o f  R r a c h ~ s c o m e  
n i v a l i s  war. n i v a l i s  and J u d y ' s  C e l m i ~ i a  a s t e l i i f o l i a .  Needless t o  say t h e s e  two 
s p e c i e s  were t h e  f i r s t  t o  s e l l .  

My t h a n k s  t o  t h e  many m m b e r s  who p ropaga ted  p l a n t s  f o r  t h i s  s a l e .  Your 
h e l p  and a s s i s t a n c e  ove r  t h i s  week-end i n  manning t h e  d i s p l a y ,  s e l l i n g  books, seeds 
and p l a n t s  was a l s o  v e r y  much apprec ia ted .  
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SEED DONORS: 

My t h a n k s  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e e d  d o n o r s : -  

B e t h  f i r m s t r o n g ,  P a t  S h o r t ,  J e f f  I r o n s ,  J o h n  C o l w i l l ,  J o y  G r e i g ,  Dr. P o  S h o r t ,  
Dr. J. ' J a r c u p ,  Bev. C o u r t n e y ,  A l f  S a l k i n .  

LEIIF CUTTINGS - B E V .  COURTNEY 

F u r t h e r  t o  my a r t i c l e  o n  l e a f  c u t t i n g s  i n  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I  am 
h a p p y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t w o  o f  my l e a v e s  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  t i n y  new p l a n t s  which  are 
g r o w i n g  h e a l t h i l y .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o u r  ( a l l  s i x  were f o r n s  o f  Brachyseome r n u l t i f i d a )  
h a v e  p r o d u c e d  good ,  s t r o n g  r o o t  s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e  l e a v e s  a r e  s t i l l  g r e e n  a n d  h e a l t h y ,  
b u t  no s i g n  o f  any  new t o p  g r o w t h  as y e t .  I m h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  g r o w  e v e n t u a l l y ,  
when t h e  Fancy t a k e s  them. 

A t  a l a t e r  d a t e  I t o o k  l e a f  c u t t i n g s  o f  Brachvscorne  a n q u s t i f o l i a  a n d  8. 
spathulata and t h e  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s a m e  - q u i c k  r o o t i n g ,  good  r o o t  s y s t e m s ,  
b u t  no new t o p  g r o w t h  s o  f a r .  I was i n t e r e s t e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  8. spathulata h a s  
p r o d u c e d  a t h i c k ,  w h i t e  f l e s h y  r o o t  t y p i c a l  o f  p l a n t s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  w h i c h  s p r e a d  by 
means  o f  u n d e r g r o u n d  stems, s o  I  am h o p e f u l  o f  t h i s  one .  

As a t e c h n i q u e ,  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  new p l a n t s  f rom l e a f  c u t t i n g s  is p r o b a b l y  t o o  
s l o w  t o  b e  o f  much u s e .  I t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  u s e f u l ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  r e p r o d u c i n g  p l a n t s  
g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d ,  w h e r e  l i m i t e d  p r o p a g a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1/7/86 - 30/6/87 

Income 

Cash a t  Bank 1/7/86 611.31 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s  280.00 
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T o t a l  income t o  30/6/87 $1314.30 
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Cheques t o  be made p a y a b l e  t a  t h e  Plustralian Daisy  Study Group and fo rwarded  t o  
Leader. $6. OO PER YEAR (ll0.00 OVERSEAS IEMBERS). 

R e c e i p t  i s  acknowledged o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b s c r i p t i o n s : -  

Maureen Schaumann ' 87 
Judy B a r k e r  ' 87 
Jenny R e j s k e  ' 87 
V a l  McConchie ' 87 
8 o n n i  R e i c h e l t  ' 87 
Esma & A l f . S a l k i n  ' 87  
Tom Cha lk ley  ' 87 
M a r i l y n  C o n n s l l  '87  

ASGAP. V i c  ' 87 
P i n e  R i v e r s  SGAP '87  
F o o t h i l l s  SLAP '87  
BlueMtns.SGAP '87  
W.A. Wi ld.  S o c i e t y 9 8 7  
Canber ra  SGAP ' 87 
Geelong SGAP ' 87 
A r t s  H e r i t a g e  '86,'87 
Max McDowall  ' 87 

Pa t  Shaw ' 8 7  
J e f f  I r o n s  ' 87 
B e t t y  Campbel l  ' 87 
B a r b a r a  Buchanan ' 87 
Ng a i r e  Turner  ' 87 
Joy G r e i g  ' 87 
Joy Cook ' 87 
Pat  Tr-eacy ' 88 
B e t h  Armstrong '87, ' 88  

DONATIONS: 

Many t h a n k s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e i r  donat ions : -  

B e v C o u r t n e y  $5 
V a l  McConchie $5 

B o n n i  R e i c h e l t  $5 
ASGAP Vic.  $5 

He lene  F e e l y  $10 
Maroondah SGAP $20 ( i n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

o f  d a i s y  seminar )  

T h i s  w i l l  be my l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  you  a l l  as I have d e c i d e d  t o  s t e p  down 
as l e a d e r  o f  t h e  group,  b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  on  as an a c t i v e  member. T h i s  s h o u l d  
g i v e  me more t i m e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t h e  d r y i n g  and p r e s e r v i n g  aspec ts  o f  d a i s i e s ,  
as w e l l  as g r o w i n g  and c o l l e c t i n g  d u r i n g  my f u t u r e  t r a v e l s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  me, 
and you tq ,Esma S a l k i n  has consen ted  t o  be l eader ,  o n  a t r i a l  b a s i s  on l y ,  f o r  12 
months. I am s u r e  y o u  will a l l  b e  ve ry  happy under  h e r  l eadersh ip .  

My t h a n k s  t o  you a l l  f o r  your  he lp ,  s u p p o r t  and encouragement o v e r  t h e  p a s t  
63 years. 

I hope you and you r  f a m i l i e s  a l l  have a  v e r y  happy, p e a c e f u l  Xmas & New Year. 

8 1 1  cor respondence and r e q u e s t s  f o r  seed, 

e n c l o s i n g  stamped s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  enve lope  
t o  new leader:- 

Mrs. Esma S a l k i n ,  
38 P ineuood D r i v e ,  
MT. WAVERLEY 




