
DODONAEA STUDY GROUP 
ISSN 0811-5354 1 

, Newsletter No .I 1 - March 1987 
g m e t t e  CP,,, 
7 WELLA COURT, 
AUSTlNS FERRY 701 1 
T m m n h  Am-tnaLia 

Phone 49 1663 

V19COSA SSP A N O U S ~ ~ S S ~ ~ A  

Dear Members, 

Many of my Dodonaeas ha.ve f lowered and some a r e  s e t t i n g  f r u i t .  
' . Dodonaea megazyga, which I grew from c u t t i n g s  s e n t  from Burrendong, ha.ve 

s t a r t e d  t o  form t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  c l u s t e r s  of p ink  t r ansve r se  winged capsules.  
I had doubts i f  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  small  t r e e  from nor thern  N.S.W. and southern  -- 
Queenslnd, would be happy i n  our colder  cl ime,  but  they  a r e  doing well .  Also . :*. ' 
from Queensland, t h e  unnSmed new species  from Chinch i l l a  is  a mass of s m a l l  
f lowers. It i s  a most a t t r a c t i v e  s e m w s t r a t e  shrub with masses of t i n y  

- -- - trihgular leaves. P1~1nt s -of D. rupico  la, which T pBw-from-mat e r  ial-sent by - 
Tony Bean a r e  l e s s  vigorous,  but I t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  survive.  Some have flowered 
although they  are s t i l l  q u i t e  small. P l a n t s  of  D. humil is  grown from seed 
sent  by Lyn Stewart aze another  joy and many have flowered . The male f lowers 
a r e  l i k e  t h y  crowns of b r igh t  +dggems. I would l i k e  t o  hear  of t h e  successes 
o r  f a i l u r e s  of o the r  members. 

I have found reference  t o  our Dods i n  two books l a t e l y .  One - 
'Wildflower Journeys1 by Ninet te  Dutton f e a t u r e s  a lovely  f u l l  page i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of D. p e t i o l a r i s ,  and a l i n e  drawing and photographs 1a.belled D. t e n u i f o l i e .  
I be le ive  t h a t  t h i s  i s  probably D. s i n u o l a t a  s sp .  acrodentata .  A dea l  of 
confusion has  been associa,ted with the  name D. t e n u i f o l i a ,  but now t h a t  t h e  
r e v i s i o n  of t h e  genus i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  we hope t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be overcome. The 
second book i s  a huge publ ica t ion  e n t i t l e d  'The E s s e n t i a l  Reference Guide t o  

1 Native and Exot ic  Pla.nt s i n  Aus t ra l i a  ENCYCLOPAEDIIZ 3OTANICk l compiled and 
i l l u s t r e t e d  by Frances Bodkin. It c e r t a i n l y  covers  a.n immense number of specie? 
and has many l i n e  drawings t o  i l l u s t r a . t e  thern. O n  c h e c k i n ~  t h e  Dodonaeas 
I was v e p j  disappointed a t  t he  many inaccurac ies  i n  t h e  20 species  l i s t e d ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  word Dodonaea was spel t lDodoneal  i n  each case.  
Eowever i f  one can a f f o r d  t h i s  tome t h e r e  is  much information between t h e  covers 
but I wouldnl t d.epend on it I s  accura.cy; 

\ 

I ha.d a l e t t e r  l a s t  year  asking  f o r  a s s i s t ance  froi!i our Study Group 
f o r  a s e c t  ion (~odonz.eas Lresw,~abl;~)  of the  Bwrendong i i rboretwl.  Unfortunately 
only two of our inembers l i v e  within t h e  5 - 6 huurs d r ive  frorn Jurrendong, as 
sug:;ested i n  t h e  l e t t e r .  However I am f o r d a r d i ~ ~ g  a. c o ~ y  of t h e  le t i te r  t o  these  
two mei!:bers i n  t h e  hope tna.t they may be z b l e  t o  o f f e r  sor!ie a s s i s t ance .  

You w i l l  izave noticsa. the  iiew ie t i;er-he.!,5. i'iy f r i e n d  i-lelva 
Trucha.na,s helped me t o  devise t h i s  ?.nd t h e  il lu.;tr2-ti- .r:  i s  one G_' 1 1 5 r ~ : ~  
Ttewart z ?r;l.~.rinzs reduced. Icy thanks t o  ';'?c7k> 3.: r l j  7 :'c r- "kir  assist;inct. .  
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KANGAROO ISLAND N)IK)NAZkS I d a  Jackson 

\/e have four  spec ies  of Dodonaea on Kangaroo I s l a n d  - D. h m i l i s ,  3. hexandra . 
D. bauer i  and D. v i scosa  wi th  two subspecies.  D. v i scosa  ssp.  a n g u s t i f o l i a  i s  t h e  
commonest Dodonaea on t h e  I s l a n d  and i n  some of i t s  forms, my f a v o u r i t e .  

We have a v a r i e t y  of s o i l s  on t h e  I s l a n d  - l a t e r i t e ,  rough l imestone,  sand, 
c l a y  and we have Dodonaea-s t o  s u i t  a l l  types  but  s a l t  marsh. I f i n d  t h a t  a l l  
t ypes  germinate f a i r l y  e a s i l y  i n  autumn, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  seeds a r e  scalded 
and allowed t o  s t and  f o r  24 hours. I haven' t  had much success from,cutt ings.  

Dodonaea bauer i  i s  a s m a l l ,  r i g i d ,  g labrous  shrub about 1 metre h i g h a d  
1 metre wide. The l eaves  a r e  obovate o r  o r b i c u l a r  and a r e  o f t e n  notched a t  t h e  
summit. They a r e  about &!n. long. The f lowers  a r e  s o l i t a y  on s h o r t  peduncles. 
Usually male and female f lowers  a r e  found on t h e  same bush. The capsule  i s  
crimson, sometimes almost black,  4-6 angled,  5mn x 6mm, without wings. This  is 
a sma.11 neat  shrub which 'only seems t o  l a s t  f o r  5 o r  6 yea r s  i n  cul t lmtion.  
If i s  found i n  l imestone o r  c l a y  apeas,  under mallee scrub. ~odonaear*hexa%a 

L i s  a low s lender  shrub. The leaves  a re  ve ry  narrow, I-2cm long wi th  recllrved 
margins. The 3 s e p a l s  a r e  p e r s i s t a n t  under t h a . f r u i t  which i s  s t i c k y ,  g lobular  
3 angled,  5-6mm i n  diameter with a minute d e l t o i d  wing on each angle. The 
f r u i t  is  usual ly  b r igh t  red. $his  p l an t  seems t o  be confined t o  sandy s o i l  i n  
t h e  Haines-I\'Iacgillivray kea; '  Dodonaea hun?il$$*.*' a v a r i a b l e ,  low g rowingr  

I shrub with pinnate leaves .  Inla.ngpeit, raa,chss a height  of a metre o r  more; on 
. t h e  coas t ,  it i s  p r o s t r a t e .  There,separate male and female bushes, but  t h e  

b r igh t  r e d  an the r s  make t h e  males almost a s  a t t r a c t i Q e  as t h e  females. The 
r e d  capsule is  4-lobed with conspicuous red, '  g landular  h a i r s .  D, humilis 
seems t o  p re fe r  l imestone 3nd does w e l l  on rough limestone a r e a s  on t h e  south 
coas t .  
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Dodonaea v i scosa  i s  a v i s c i d ,  r a t h e r  s t r a g g l y  shrub about 1.5m high. 
The leaves a r e  3-8cm. long,  6-14 mm. wide and t a p e r i n g  i n t o  a s h o r t  p e t i o l e .  
They a r e  dask green and shining.  The f lowers  a r e  i n  shor t  pan ic l e s .  There 
a r e  4 sepals .  The capsule is 3 ,  o r  r a r e l y  4 ,  winged, r e d  o r  purple.  Usually 
male and female f lowers  a r e  on separa.te. p l a n t s  . 

D. v iscosa  ssp. a n g u s t i f o l i a  - formerly i n  South Aus t ra l i a  t h i s  was 
D. a t t e n u a t a  and D. a t t e n u a t a  va r  l i n e a r i s .  The type has narrow, landeola te  

b 
leaves  2 - 4 mm wide and 3 - 8cm. long. The v a r i a t i o n  has  leaves  I - 2m. 
wide. This  v a r i a t i o n  now seems t o  be d isa l lowed,  possibly because type  and 
v a r i a t i o n  shaded i n t o  one another  on t h e  Hainland. Here  they  a r e  q u i t e  

- d i s t i n c t  and p l a n t s  grown from seed resemble t h e  parent .  

D. v i scosa  ssp.  angust issima i s  a s l e n d e r  upri5ht  bush, usua l ly  1-2 metres 
h igh ,  but can be up t o  4 metres and resembles a small  t r e e .  The l eaves  a r e  
not s t i c k y  when f r e s h ,  but become s t i c k y  when pressed. The bunches of "hops" 
a r e  l a r g e r  than  i n  t h e  type  and vary i n  colour  from pale lemon through orange 
and crimson t o  deep purple. It i s  conunon t o  f i n d  f r u i t s  of a l l  d i f f e r e n t  colours  
on t h e  sane t r e e .  Usually t h e r e  a r e  s e p a r a t e  male and female pla.nts,  but we 
have a specimen i n  our garden t h z t  put on both  "hops" and stanens l a s t  year .  --------------- 
I d a  Jackson sen t  t h i s  q r t i c l e  t o  me i n  January 1956 f o r  inc lus ion  is ' ou r '  
e d i t i o n  of the  'Austra1ia.n P lan t s  ' . A s  we have receive?. no o the r  con t r ibu t ions  
I f e l t  t h a t  i t  was advisable  t o  inc lude  i t  i n  our*,ilewsletter. Thank you very 
much f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  Ida.  
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The r e v i s i o n  of t h e  genus Dodonac.~. vc:.:; ; . i r i t ten by Judy West and publiehed 
j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  'Encyclopaedia of Aus t ra l i an  P l a n t s ' ,  Volume 3 .  The fol lowing 

- s r e  t h e  c o r r e c t  names of t h e  p l a n t s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  'Encyclopaedia' .  

Dodonaea a f f .  b o r o n i i f o l i a  = D. uncina ta  

Dodonaea cuneata = D. v iscosa  ssp.  cuneata 

Dodonaea cuneata var .  r i g i d a  = D. v iscosa  ssp.  s p a t u l a t a  

Dodonaea a f f .  f i l i f o l i a  ( ~ l d  ,NSW) = D. f a l c a t a  

Dodonaea & c M ~ q i l i f o l i a  (WA) = D. r i g i d a  

Dodonaea a f f .  hwhi l i s  = D. ggandulosa 

Dodonaea l a a c e o l a t a  (g f o r  t h a t  
occurs  i n l a n d  along t,he .Great 

. _ .  - , ~ i v i 4 e )  i n  desc r ip t ion '  . = D. #Ian e lata var .  s u b s e s s i f o l i a  .. . , - -0. - - -  .%a - - 
Dodonaea rni&ozyga (a. 'f o m  which- 
occurs  i n  WA) i n  desc r ip t ion  = D. microzyga v a r  ac ro loba ta  . 
Dodonaeq a f  f . t e n u i f  o l i a  ( ~ 1 d  ,NSW) . = D. s i n u o l a t a  

Dodonaea a f  f .  tenuifol- ia  (SA) 

i Dodonaea a f f .  t r u n c a t i a l e s  

= D. subglandul i fera  , 

= D. heteromorpha 

Dodonaea v i scosa  ssp. A = D. v iscosa  ssp.  v i scosa  
- 

Dodonaea v iscosa  ssp.  B * = D. v iscosa  ssp .  burmanniana 

Dodonaea v iscosa  ssp, C 

Dodonaea v i scosa  ssp. D 

Dodonaea v i scosa  ssp.  E 

Dodonaea v i scosa  ssp.  F 

Dodonaea v iscosa  ssp.  G 

Dodonaea spec ies  ( ~ a w l e r  ~ a n g e s )  

= D. v iscosa  ssp .  a n g u s t i f o l i a  

= D. v iscosa  ssp. angust issima 

= D; v5scosa ssp. cuneata 

= D. v iscosa  SSP. mucronata 

= D. v iscosa  ssp.  s p a t u l a t a  

= D. i n t r i c a t a  

b 
My s i n c e r e  thanks t o  t h e  Regions who send me t h e i r  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  I do 

enJoy reading them and w i l l  pass  on any information which I t h i n k  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  
our members. P 

. - 
My husband and I a r e  heading o f f  f o r  in l and  A u s t r a l i a  aga in  at t h e  end 

of June t h i s  year.  Our i t i n e r a r y  inc ludes ,  Melbourne, Shepparton, Adelaide, 
Gawler Ranges, Ayers Bock, Kings Canyon, Palm Valley,  W w i n ,  Kakadu National  
Park,  Lawn H i l l  National  Park,  Carnovan Gorge, C h a r l i e v i l l e ,  Bydney, Melbourne 
and home. I hope t h a t  we can f i n d  some of the  many Dods. t h a t  I ha.?.re y e t  been 
unable t o  t r a c k  down and poss ib ly  t o  meet up wi th  some of our  members. 

Don't fo rge t  t h a t  i f  you have Dodonaeas t h a t  you c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y ,  send 
me a specimen and I w i l l  do my bes t  t o  i d e n t i f y  it f o r  you. I would very much 
l i k e  some no tes  foo our neldslet ter  and some nevs on your experiences wi th  t h i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  genus. 
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Best wishes 


