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Best wishes t o  a l l  members f o r  our bicentenary year  and mrry , t B 1 n  be the p a i r  
i h e  h t h  species  of eremophila is  named. 

, 1 

thanks t o  the  Direc tor  and s t a f f  of thnk ~ , ~ y l S c  Garden8 fog i  . - -ir 
i n  the  publ ica t ion  of t h i s  Newalettar. 

1nclLd;hvit) -8 ne&.ttle_*JTrLSIYXLr - 
eremophila $rewing can f i l l  in .  The infornut  
f l o ~ r i n  period f o r  each species.  Any p lan t  one year  o r  more can be recorded, 
use do t s  't . . .) f o r  a few flowers a dash (-) f o r  more p r o l i f i c  f l o m r i n 8  La f.ew 
examples a r e  provided t o  a s s i s t  you). I recorded flowering periods f o r  severa l  
y e a r  su rp r i s ing ly  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  from year ' to  y e w  f o r  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  p lant  although, d i f f e r e n t  form@ of the  one species  d i d  vary. E. 
a l t e r n l f o l i a  was one of those,  one form from W.A. threw masses of flowers f o r 7  
weeki w h i l s t ' a  fonn from t h e  Fl inders  bneyrs always has a few flowers. & 
g l a b t a  subsp. wtomentosav flowered cont inual ly  f o r  13 years. 

1 - 
% I n  my overgrown and crowded backyard is a specimen of E. lon  i f o l i a ,  a species -----ye- ' prone t o  suckering. Suckers appear from time t o  tim usual  y i n  tha  ramq p l ~ c e  

b - and one such patch is 4 metres from the  parent.  Recently I found a sucker 7 
wgtres from the  parent i n  the  opposi te  d i r e c t i o n  which was beyond a n . a W p d  
'titee, 4f: oppeq i t i fo l i a  and E. a l t e r n i f o l l a  and two c u t t i n g  f m r  Cq:lurfasa,,in 
a bare area  which ind ica tes  a s i z a b l e  root  system. 

h , $ + f ~  c 
-N -- -- 

A k ~ d r - 7 W T R W % o  11Ir'G'7ibt p r i d ~ ~ ~ - m ~ ~  - - 
i f  you do not wish t o  continue. 
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Geoff. Heedham 
\ 

Myoporum cordifol ium 

by Bob Chinnock 

I have recent ly  discovered t h a t  M. cordlfol ium is t h e  c o r r a c t  nanr of the  p h n t  
beta$ ,cal lad \ .  #.  alsol lo ides . 

" .. f 

Last century it was corpmn pra5 t i ce  for beta ists t o  adapt a nqw., ~ e c i a g . . g p ~ e  
f d  a p lant  described o r  t ranrEerred  i n  a d ! ' f f a ren t  nmus. Thus Robert Dram 
used t h e  name Myoporum serratum f o r  the  species  which-had been f i r s t  drscr ibed 

- a s  Pomoni-8 r . t r a n d r ~ .  - Thq c o r r e c t  name f o r  t-hls s ~ e c i e s  is  -rn get.gandrw. -,. . -., - ,- . -7p-x ,u - * -  
~ a t d i ~ d  hailer described Di-n c o r d i f p l i u ~  i n  1859 and i n  1863 h r c  
publimbed h i s  desc r ip t ion  o t  Hyopoqna s a l s o l o i d ~ r .  Ha makes no r r f n r e u c i  1 t o  
~ 1 l e r ~ ' a  rpecies  and was probably unaware of it. Homver, a s  Turc. t .ni~ew~s 
s p e c i r r  ms described i n  Woporum Hueller a u t o ~ ~ i ; c a l l y  adopted t h i r  n u w  m d  
used it i n  h i s  census and i n  h i s  book of l i tho$raphs publishqd in 1886. 

A s  tha Wuellrr name cordifoliuar was published four  yea r s  e a r l i e r  it bas 
p r i o t i t y  over sazioloidrr and t he re fo re  must be adopted unless  t h i s  m q , k s  
already been ihp'plied to  another  species  i n  the  genus t o  which it is b$&g 
t r m s f e r r e d .  



Notes from Wallalee , 

by Beverley O'Keef f a .  
8 ~ 

Having established a number of n a t i v r  p lan t s  i n  r brrshland s e t t i n g ,  we f ind  
t h a t  q u i t e  a va r ib ty  of b i r d l i f e  (and o ther  animala) a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  our 
garden.-There a r e  two eremophila bushes outs ide  our d in ing room window. This is  
on the  southern a ide  of t h e  house and the  p l a n t s  only g e t  a l i t t l e  qun i n  th6 
mfddle of sdmhr. They got  of f  t o  a very good" r t a r t  beciuae therq w i  a 
overflowing pipe near  them ( t a i n  'water too) and ' they r e a l l y  l iked :  t b i a .  
Wnfortwutely someone f ixed the  pipe and now they don't  gat very, much wqter, 
bm i t  doean't #+em t o  matter.. 

The two pl.n$s $n ques t ion  ate E. ch r i s tophor i  and E* , bignoaif dk. 

r i a  fac ing the  l i g h t .  It a l s o  is  nearly always covered with k w e l y  blue 
florrrs. A t  t h e  moitrrnt it is about 1.5 m high and probably 2.5 m acrosa. ' I  
h t t i n g  lots of f  the  f r o n t  s o  t h a t  it doesn't  grow out  too  f a r  onto thq lawn. 
E. bignoniClora, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, seems t o  l i k e  .ore l i g h t .  It reache$ yut 
rnd. leaves ' a  g r e a t  apace near  the  wall. When it was about 2.5 high 'it was 'au 
heavy with f r u i t  t h a t  I thought it was going t o  fa11 over, s o  I cut; o f f  a b u t  k 
m a l l  over. It is ahooting l i k e  mad now and I hope the  trunk w i l l  b r  s t rongar  
next , time. This p lan t  doer not flower near ly  a s  p r o l i f i c a l l y  a s  t h e  -& 
c h r i s t o  hor i  but when it does the re  a r e  always honey e a t e r s  pte8eqt.  

3 t rangely,  I have nave3 seen b i r d s  f e a s t i n g  on the  E'. chr ia tophpr i .  They mast 
na t  be k t t r a c t e d  t o  the  flowers. I wonder why? 

&riother Eremophila which seems t o  a t t r a c t  the  b i rds  is  
p a r t i c u t a r  bush is low growing with glossy dark w e e n  l e n n r ,  I t  d idn ' t  a*- 
be makihg much headway a t  1 ,  4nd then I discavored t h a t  the  

~ : r  . " -  y decorate "their  bowars. 

Probably the  most e d i b l e  Eremophila i n  my garden is  E. maculata. Small p l a n t s  
h w a '  no chance agains t  the  r a b b i t s  and o ther  small animals which seem t o  be 

YT . able  t o  f i n d  t h e G  wry i n t o  t h e  garden no matter  what I do. P lan t s  of this - .:.. kjjf . species out  i n  the  bush always a e u  t o  be eaten o f f ,  too. 

Extrac ts  from le ' t t e r s  

garden is  coming on slowly and a l a s  not much luck with Bremophilas s o  f a r  
, . but I s h a l l  continue t o  t r y  and may have some luck i n  d m  tima. The only one 
' " t h a t  seems happy down here is  E. i n f l a t a  which has flowered. I c a l l  It my 

'Claytens eremophila because I read somewhere t h a t  i n  t h e  proposed r r v i a i b n  S t  
. 'wfl l  ge t  t h e  f l i c k .  Once my windbreak is  es tabl i shed I may have b e t t e r  luck 'but  

t$et a l o t  of eradt6philas a r e  ava i l ab le  i n  the  Geelong area." __. . __ ._. _- _ & - 
-A- 

On*.+ . *.*-. . 
Norm J m,. 
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s a r e a  of HSW, On L 
robky h i l l s i d e  e a a t  of 'White C l i f f s  a t  h n d a l a y  we found a small p lan t  .of 

'Eteaaophila nil8rii with white flowers (811 t h e  o ther  p l m t s  i n  tho  a rea  had 
\ mauve f l o m r a ) .  Tli@ p l a n t  had suffered  from goat8 and had been reduced t o  a few 
\ dry s t i c k a  a p a r t  from t h e  one flowering branch. A few vr ry  8-11 shoocs -re 

89owlng from the  bare but we were unable t o  take cu t t ings .  Before m  left,^ 
cavered tho p lan t  with some dry Mulga branches t o  give it roam pro tec t ion ;  i n  
the  future-. - 



,- r . . A few days laterc w b n  ,traveLl&pg agrth of Whits Cliffs we feuad sevai~ml whdce 
flowqpt~ plants of Eremophila bowmannii in a hralghy condition as war the.blue 
flowaging plurts that were growing beside them. Bttt the cuttinga we to& faitad 
to strike." , ---- --- ---- - -  --. - - .  - 

&) a*# q@ W . . f i ' l $ ~ 3 l . D &  BW i.<k.?1 *jrl i., I & ? ?  
.( i#fifad&) ,w I $6 3qs.l;. bn3jrsJ i b L l v ~ f W ,  .*d i k ~ B d  4 l* Bruce wal1.~* . c .. a - 182 - -.:.-sL r C - A  k - d - r i A 4 ,  J-- I .. - -.-.. -- -1 

"I have tried a few trer.traents,on ~.semqthila,eeeds this y-r. $ha n m l  
being ,smlcing them in the pitcherr of tropical #.panther. Alaa in a roW.ioa af 
chelated iron. All to no avail, unfortunately in the last week some of the E. 
pol~clada I k.6 eoaked tn 8papy1 m u r  have glnrlm&ed but it is too- urly 
attach any significance to this. 

. - ----~m-- -*" 
.- . . .  ? , - . . -v--- -- +IF--- . *  , -  

Next year t.stglhh try to graft ermuophilar anto Nyop0~1ms." 

Mike Buraton, 

"Our home garden has been mulched with 2 - 3" of coarse river rand. Whilst most 
plants are growing well including many eremophila@s. There are some that don't 
like these conditions. 

I I 
E. tomentosa and Em forrestii (leucophylla) are two such plants. These plants 
are quite healthy on our block without mulching but at home in the winter the 
coarse rand appears to make it colder,? wetter,? and gradually the plants 
succumb. P~ssibly another raason could be that the plants grow so quick in the 

I , enough to withstand the winterm.' 

Y.m*Q?* I 
# . 9 Y W W I *  mfirrli 

,' I ha& now Loapleted descriptions of the 197 species of Eremophila and I am now 
vorking thrpugh the 18 Myopor~m species. 

Although Geoff. Needham expressed the wish to see the 200th species of 
Eremophila published, 1 am, at this staac unable to prepare the three or four 
additional sp cfes that I am aware of because of inadequate material to work S. on.. Neverthe sa-uhnn the w k  is )&I ell k r v ~ ~ -  - - 
90 n r w  specie* of Ere hila at least two gnr d wdultck 09ntltts of 
fclur pCm qpqci...;$ d+iwles .-- . , .' . I ?  

Unfortunately as this research is only a part of my dutier at the Herbarium 
things haven't gone as fast as I would have liked. Field trips too, slow down 
the work as each tiam I 80 into the field either something new or soma 

tion of m ear1ie.r ttmatownt re~~lts. P+thapr a p d  uc~caglo of this is 
complex. At first the group made no sense at all. 

a aradurl chrnge from the E. morgei type to the 
type and to furthar complicate the isrue E. granltica seemed to grade 
clarkeie As a result I first reduced t .  georgei to a form of E. 
E. granitica was sorted out and easily excluded from the complex by 

field trip I did in 1986 I reinvertiptrd the 
d war able to adequrtrly raprrata the two and 
pecies. An extra three aaaths -8 taken up to 



Although the field studies slow things down they definitely contribute to a 
more accurate end result. The more collections of a species that one har to 
work with the morb reliable the dorcription and mearurrmantr will be. Aft- 
having studied o-vor 803 dried collect ions 4 B, longifollr nac t0 memt fon rrrrdy 
lilvr  populations I feel 1 have a very clear idea of this specie* LWd its . > 
vrriation but what of E. undulata? Originally I had two collectionu to work I .  

with and until I collected material in late 1979 I had no fruit or any idea of 
flowar colour. Although the material I collected was vegetative (drought) Tom 
Loffler, managed to get a plant established and I have successfully grafted it. 
k.lthou@ I believe that my treatment af tkis sgrcies is adequate senna 
laodlfU6con to n+rsurMlmtr might occur h e n  new collectirrnr coma to itand. 

It $8 simed ta b~tagt fha (+u&r&ui out as a rcitntifiiclpspular book wieh colbor 
photow.pkr of as many species as possible. So fde,  2 kLve pbotegrcpSPl ,qk1 . 

1 KtisEaTild %j?oporQeclae except for 13 species of Erwnophila (93.5% ewvmqe "of 
the gonus). Apart from t. hughesii the remaining speciea are either kmwn anly 
from the original collectionr or they occur in very remote areas. If anyone has 
a n y e a d  rharp focus closeups of E. hughesii pleaae contact me. I will keep 
mambera informed of my progress. 

Exaaple of Flowering Records 

Articles are ngw wanted for our next Newsletter. PIiaare.write on altefiatb, 
liner. -. 

.;o!+j!s 'kl@'l 13 

2 g t u k i ~  'Av.ka ['UNDERDALE, 8 .A. 5032 
Editor: bob Chlnaock ( C I -  Addrerr below) 

ZF -pad. and priated .rr elm Botantc Oard.na, North 


