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DEAR MEMBERS : 

In  order  t o  present  a r e p o r t  t o  our s tudy group cd-ordinator,  I have t o  

c o l l e c t  some information about f e rns  and need your help. I would be s o  

pleased i f  you could complete t h e  enclosed ques t ionnai re  and r e t u r n  i t  t o  

my address. The answers when summarised w i l l  he lp  t o  show how na t ive  f e r n s  

a r e  used i n  the Austra l ian  garden and w i l l  be a r e f l e c t i o n  of our mutual 

i n t e r e s t  and study. One hundred percent  response i s  very d e s i r a b l e  - s o  

i f  you have an extens ive  fernery ,  one maiden-hair f e r n  i n  t h e  bathroom, o r  

have not iced  a clump of fish-bone f e r n  near  the  water tank, your c o - o ~ e r a t i o n  

i s  most important.  

*** EXCITING NEWS *** 

I am del ighted  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  the  w e l l  known Sydney a r t i s t ,  Betty 

Maloney, has accepted a commission from our Fern Study Group t o  produce a 

watercolour pa in t ing  of a n a t i v e  f e rn .  This work of a r t  w i l l  be r a f f l e d  and 

a l l  proceeds donated t o  the  Burrendong Arboretum for use i n  extensions to  t h e  

shade area .  hi1 - 
E a r l i e r  i n  he r  ca ree r ,  t h i s  most ce lebra ted  p a i n t e r  of A u s t r a l i a  F lo ra ,  

i l l u s t r a t e d  and co-authored the  popular books, "DESIGNING AUSTRALIAN BUSH GARDENS", 

"MORE ABOUT BUSH GARDENS" and "ALL ABOUT BUSH GARDENS". These books w e r e  s a i d  

t o  have l e d  t o  more people becoming i n t e r e s t e d  i n  gardening with n a t i v e  p l a n t s  

than any o ther  s i n g l e  f a c t o r  a t  the  time. 

A more recen t  and major work "PROTEACEAE OF THE SYDNEY REGION", a s t r i c t l y  

l imi ted  c o l l e c t o r s  e d i t i o n ,  with t e x t  by Alec BlOmbery, i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  

i l l u s t r a t e d  with e ighty-s ix  of Betty Maloney's magnificent  pa in t ings .  

De ta i l s  of the r a f f l e  w i l l  be i n  our  June Newsletter.  

M r s .  Olive Lecky o f  Narrabeen has donated 

Fi f ty  DoZZars towards the cost of purchasing 

&cads for the Burrendong Arboretum. 



&T 
MRS. IRENE CHAMPION OF SLADE POINT, QUEENSLAND, WRITES ABOUT FERNS I N  HER GARDEN: 

"My 17 year old daughter, Jeanette, has been collecti,ng ferns for tseveraZ 

years and n m  has a col lect ion of over 90 species, though not a22 of these are 

nat ive  and some are s t i l l  unident i f ied .  Be-tween us, we hage approximately 50 

species of native ferns. The majority o f  these are planted i n  a protected 

area of the garden (we don't  possess a fern-house); l i v ing  v e q  close t o  the  

coast we are not  troubled by fros ts  though winds, especially the hot nor ther l i es ,  

do pose a problem a t  times. 

We read wi th  i n t e r e s t  the comments made on the di f f ic iul ty  of buying some 

of the species which are common here. We have Drynuria rLgiduZa growing i n  

the gromd and as a large clump on an old t r ee  trunk; two other ferns which 

grow ' w i  Zd' i n  our d i s t r i c t  as well  as our garden, are Mic:rosor urn punctatwn 

and M. membranifoliwn. Recent l y  Jeanette and I ,  as member:;. of the Mackay 

Branch of S .  G.A. P . ,  were given permission t o  coZZect plant:; from an expanding 

dairy on Eunge ZZa Range. Although i n  the grip of drought., we were ah l e  t o  

find a number of d i f f e r en t  ferns t o  add t o  our col lect ion.  " 

Irene s e n t  a l i s t  of f i f t y  f i v e  species  which included some t h a t  

would need heat ing  i n  Sydney such as  Oentr ichia t r i p i n n a t a  and 

Antrophyum ret iculatum. 

FOR THE (RICEi) COLLECTOR 

I have recen t ly  received photographs and desc r ip t ions  of two Lycopodiums 

offered  f o r  s a l e .  From the  photographs both appear t o  be exce l l en t  specimens. 

The t e x t  of the  l e t t e r  i s  as follows:- 

We a r e  o f f e r i n g  one LYCOPODIUM CARINATUM f o r  s a l e  by tender 

Number of Fronds - FIFTY (50) 

Number of Tips - EIGHT HUNDRED (800) 

Length of longes t  fronds - 74 cm ( 2 9  Inches) 

Grown i n  Nursery f o r  Three Years 

Written tenders must be submitted and close,  with the undersigned a t  
1 2  noon Friday 2 7 t h  May, 1983. 

The h ighes t  o r  any tender n o t  necessa r i ly  accepted. 

C.R.  & D.M. BARTLETT, 40 ANGUS STREET, BABINDA NORTH pUEENSLAND 4861 
Telephone (070) - 671265 

The same condit ions of s a l e  apply t o  the  second Lycopodium and i t  i s  described 

LYCOPODIUM DALHOUSIANUM - (BLUE TASSELL FERN) 

Number of Fronds - SIXTEEN (16) 

Number of Tips - THIRTY EIGHT (38) 

Length of longes t  fronds - 120 cm (47 Inches) 

Grown i n  Nursery f o r  Three Years e t c .  



MOUNT WINDSOR the  MAGNIFIGNT 
i 

Ross Sco t t  

The Rainfores t  of North Queensland has long been known f o r  i t s  magnificent 

t r e e s ,  luxur ian t  v ines ,  count less  epiphytes,  f e r n s  and l ichens .  This whole 

e l egan t  order  has been moulded and adapted by t i m e ,  i n t o  the  most complex and 

d iverse  l i f e  system on e a r t h .  There i s  beauty he re ,  e spec ia l ly  a f t e r  r a i n  

when colours are b r i g h t e r  and each drop of water festooning the  leaves a c t s  a s  

a prism and decks ou t  the  f o r e s t  i n  diamonds. 

The outlook f o r  the  Rainfores t  of  Queensland 1s n o t  good. Over 50% has 

gone, another 14% i s  i n  National Parks and the  remainder i s  i n  S t a t e  Fores ts  

and s u b j e c t  t o  logging. The l a s t  g r e a t  a r e a  l e f t  i s  the  Upper Daintree River 

and M t .  Windsor Tableland, about 150 square miles of rugged country. Nearly 

ha l f  of t h i s  a r e a  has been added t o  the  Mosman ~ o i ~ e  National Park and the  

r e s t  i s  being logged. 

Over twelve months ago a l t e r n a t e  l i f e  s t y l e  groups and conse rva t ion i s t s  

waged a campaign t o  have logging stopped, b u t  it was hard t o  maintain 

pressure  when the  a r e a  concerned was four  hours d r ive  from the  n e a r e s t  town 

and the  e f f o r t  died.  I t  was then t h a t  we decided t o  t r y  t o  v i s i t  the a r e a  

t o  see  what was happening, t o  do a bo tan ica l  survey and t r y  t o  salvage any 

i n t e r e s t i n g  specimens. I t  was q u i t e  obvious t h a t  a permit  t o  e n t e r  t h i s  most 

con t rovers i a l  a r e a  would n o t  be e a s i l y  gained s o  ye c a r e f u l l y  compiled our  

appl ica t ion .  I had j u s t  completed a survey of t i e  f e r n  spec ies  of the  

Conondale Ranges, f o r  the  environmental sec t ion  of the  Fores t ry  Department. 

This was a good con tac t  po in t .  Typewritten reques ts  f o r  botanica l  specimens 

(on notepaper with impressive l e t t e r h e a d s  ) w e r e  obtained from the  S t a t e  ' s 

l a r g e s t  (p r iva te )  Botanical Gardens, a College H o r t i c u l t u r a l  Lecturer ,  and a 

High School P r o j e c t  Club. 

These papers,  p l u s  a s tatement of our aims and an assurance t h a t  any 

i n t e r e s t i n g  specimens would be lodged with the  Queensland ~erba r iu rn ,  were 

s e n t  t o  the  Fores t ry  Department v i a  a f r i e n d  who worked the re .  H e  confided 

l a t e r  t h a t  a shudder went through the  organisa t ion  a t  the  audacity of anyone 

wanting t o  e n t e r  such a d e l i c a t e  a rea ,  b u t  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  ob jec t ive  was 

s c i e n t i f i c  and n o t  f o r  p r o f i t ,  saved t h e  day! The permit allowed t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  

of th ree  specimens of each epiphyte from f a l l e n  t r e e s ,  fronds of  f e r n s  f o r  taxo- 

nomic purposes, and - Joy of Joys - f e r t i l e  fronds f o r  .propagation of spores.  

No removal of  complete f e r n  p l a n t s  was allowed. 

Two and a ha l f  days d r i v i n g  and we  were camped by Crater  Lake on Atherton 

Tableland ; the  nex t  day nor th  through Mareeba, ~t . Molloy , M t  . Carbine and 

across  Macleod River where a r i g h t  t u r n  pointed the  panel-van towards the  Great 

Divide - f i f t e e n  miles t o  the  e a s t .  The country was dry ,  dus ty ,  s tun ted  

Eucalypt and Melaleuca p l a i n s  with g r a n i t e  h i l l s  =caring up ahead. The road 

up the  Range was a l l  curves and hair-pin bends and a t  3,500 f t .  it went from 

dry  Eucalypt Fores t  t o  Rainfores t  i n  a mat ter  of yards. This marked t h e  l i m i t  

of the  60 inch r a i n f a l l  b e l t  and the  c l a s s i f i c a t i b n  would be simple Notophyll 

Rainfores t  with Kauri Pine replac ing Hoop Pine i n  the Rainfores ts  f u r t h e r  soutL 
I 

r 
i? . . . ./4. 



- 4 - 
Half an hour, d r iv ing  through f o r e s t  t h a t  became more lush  a s  each mile 

passed, brought us t o  the "Motel M t .  Windsor", headquartexs f o r  the  next  few 

days. Take t h i r t y  shee t s  of roof ing  i r o n  and an equal niumber of bush po les ,  

assemble them with a s  l i t t l e  imagination a s  poss ib le  and :you have the  bui ld ing.  

Furnishings? Two r e f r i g e r a t o r s  - both defunct;  three  beds, wrecked o r  c lose  t o  

it; a ki tchen cabinet  and a t a b l e  made from two o i l  drums and a l a rge  plank. 

The f i r e p l a c e  was l a rge  and adequate. The ex-owners, t iml~er  c u t t e r s ,  had moved 

f u r t h e r  on. Well, it was accommodation i n  keeping with i3 rough bush expedit ion 

and we accepted it cheerfu l ly .  

W e  were a l l o t t e d  500 ac res  along Stewart  Creek - an a rea  of perpetual  

dampness and a c o l l e c t o r ' s  paradise.  Simplicifrons by tlle t h o h a n d  and 

Subauriculatum by the  yard. Colysis ampala and Pla tycer i im h i l l i i  decorated 

the  t r e e  t runks and huge clumps of  Drynaria q u e r c i f o l i a  fought a b a t t l e  f o r  

exis tence  with Davallia pyxidata. One l a rge  clump of V i t t a r i a  ensiformis 

was seen Crypsinus simplicissimus climbed amongst the  branches. I n  one damp s p o t  

we were sure  t h a t  we had found a Pronephrium but  it was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Dryopteris 

poecilophlebia,  about th ree  f e e t  high and l e t t u c e  green i n  colour,  r e a l l y  eye- 

catching; the  Asplenium nidus i s  much smaller  than i t s  southern "cousin", 

A,. australasicum, i t s  fronds were r a r e l y  more than three  f e e t  long. 

A. attenuatum was p resen t  along the  creek banks. Blechnums cart i lagineum, nudum, 

p a t e r s o n i i  and w a t t s i i  were a s  common a s  grass .  No - B. a r t icula tum d i d  no t  p u t  

i n  an appearance! One days c o l l e c t i n g  i n  t h i s  a rea  showed about f o r t y  spec ies  

p resen t ,  a f a c t  t h a t  was q u i t e  puzzling. A few days l a t e r  when we had moved 

many miles t o  the  west,  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  the  g rea te r  the  year ly  r a i n f a l l ,  

the  more species  were growing. This i s  a reasonably accura te  theory b u t  cannot 

be taken on t o  i t s  ul t imate  l i m i t .  Twenty f i v e  miles t o  i;he e a s t  we could see  

Thorntons Peak where two weeks e a r l i e r ,  45 inches of r a i n  had f a l l e n  i n  48 hours! 

Following two days of c o l l e c t i n g ,  we walked o u t  a s  f a r  t o  the  e a s t  a s  we 

could go, beyond t h e  a rea  where the  timber had been removed, only f e r t i l e  fronds 

wi th  r i p e  spores were co l l ec ted  i n  t h i s  area.  Plunging i n t o  v ines  along the  

bank of a l a r g e  creek we found ourse lves  "knee deep" i n  Bo lb i t i s  t a y l o r i i ;  it 

grows from a rhizome but  the  fronds a r e  arranged i n  a r o s e t t e ;  it is one of the  

few fe rns  t h a t  a r e  more blue than green. Cyathea rebeccae were a s  weeds and 

peer ing  i n t o  over two hundred crowns hoping t o  see a wig caused t h i s  spec ies  t o  

loose some of i t s  charm; b u t  then, a f t e r  two hours of scrambling, I r e s t e d  under 

a s lender  t ree- fern  and Andrew asked what species  it was. "Its probably only 

another -----I . m I began t o  say ,  turning my head t o  peer  upwards. Eureka ! 

There was the  wig. So we stood - gazing a t  the  legendary ~ y a t h e a  baileyana. 

C. robe r t s i ana  was a l s o  r a r e l y  s ighted;  Asplenium polyodcbn (faicatum) and 

Arthropter is  p a l i s o t t i  were common a s  were Diplazium ass imi le  and D. di latatum. 

Ahead l a y  twenty miles of unbelievably rugged country. - a l s o  u t t e r l y  

f a sc ina t ing  - b u t  we were no t  equipped f o r  t h a t  and, r a t h e r  l a t e ,  turned back 

f o r  a £as t re tu rn  t r i p  t o  camp. Here our has te  l e d  t o  the  B L ~ D E R !  ! 

While breaking through a l a rge  p i l e  o f  dead branches, I saw a patch of 

d e l i c a t e  Aspleniums and s e l e c t i n g  a f e r t i l e  and then a s t e r i l e  frond p lus  r o o t s ,  

I hur r i ed  on. Weeks l a t e r  a t  the  Herbarium, t h e  f e r t i l e  frond ?as i d e n t i f i e d  



as  an undescribed f e r n  t o  be named Asplenium lewisense, while the  s t e r i l e  frond 

was from an unknown Asplenium t h a t  climbed t r e e s  on a f a s t  growing rhizome 

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of the  Ar th rop te r i s  species .  The unknown Asplenium i s  s t i l l  

j u s t  t h a t  "unknown" and w i l l  have t o  remain s o ,  u n t i l  l i k e  Macarthur - 
"WE SHALL RI?,TURN1'. 

Back i n  camp I spent  an afternoon drying and packing specimens while 

Trevor explored a nearby gul ly .  He re turned with severa l  yards of p e n c i l  

th i ck  rhizome from which grew a lanceola te  l e a f  about t en  inches long,  one inch 

wide, d u l l  green and the t e x t u r e  of brown paper. The rhizame s p i r a l l e d  around 

a l a r g e  elkhorn and was supported on s t i f f  r o o t s  about an inch above the  

surface  of i ts  h o s t  - Oleandra is  r a r e l y  co l l ec ted  and most unusual. This 

a l e r t e d  us  t o  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of what had appeared t o  be a n o t  very productive 

area.  We now discovered t h a t  this seemingly, n o t  very i n t e r e s t i n g  g u l l y ,  

f i l l e d  with dead t r e e  tops and logs ,  g l i s t e n e d  with the  shiny,  purple  new 

growth of Pteridoblechnum neglectum and the  g lossy  sheen of Selenodesmium, 

the  only f i lmy f e r n  found i n  the  area.  Lindsaea obtusa  ( t a l l  form) a l s o  grew 

the re .  

So - what is the  f u t u r e  of this f a s c i n a t i n g  area?  The e a s t e r n  h a l f  

of the  p la teau ,  the  120 to  180 inch r a i n f a l l  a r e a  and the  most va luable ,  

i s  s a f e  i n  the  National Park. The Rainfores t  t raversed  by us would be i n  

the  60 t o  120 inch area .  The sec t ions  t h a t  have been logged a r e  recovering,  

with new growth well  under way, the re  a r e  no noxious weeds t o  compete with 

the  na t ive  species .  

However, the  logging roads a r e  sheer  tragedy. The Rainfores t  grows 

an top  of about t h i r t y  f e e t  of coarse g r a n i t e  sand and once t r a c t s  of t r e e s  

a r e  taken away, the re  i s  nothing t o  s t o p  the  washing of embankments and g u t t e r s .  

Or ig inal ly  the re  were creeks ,  spa rk l ing  pools  and lacy  cascades flowing over 

water worn g ran i t e .  Now a l l  i s  sand, sand, sand. Gone too a r e  the  Platypus 

and f i s h  t h a t  once l i v e d  i n  the  pools.  I t  was t h i s  aspect  t h a t  l e f t  a t a s t e  

of g a l l  i n  what was otherwise a week reaching the  p innacle  of  d e l i g h t  and 

enchantment. 

Our indus t r ious  Secre tary ,  John Lee, keeps i n  touch with i n t e r s t a t e  members; 

he r ecen t ly  corresponded with Reg W i l l i a m s  of Glenorchy, Tasmania. Through 

John, Reg s e n t  us  t h i s  desc r ip t ion  and s e v e r a l  f e r t i l e  pinna &om what must be 

a very handsome fe rn .  

A HYBRID ASPLENIUM 

Reg Williams 
In late  1974 I was a member of a climbing party called upon t o  extricate 

a walker from a coastal c l i f f  face near South-East Cape i n  the far south of 

Tasmania. A companion of the man i n  trouble had spent a day walking out t o  

get help and, early on the following morning, four of us were landed by  

helicopter on a rocky shore about an hours rough w l k i n g  away from the scene. 

m e  rescue was effected without incident. The victim was i n  good shape 
despite having spent some seventeen hours perched on a small ledge. . - . ./6. 



On the way back through forest t o  the helicopter pick-up point, I 

noticed some large terrestYiaZ ferns, obviously Asplenium,, but not consistent 

with any species known t o  occur i n  the State. Detailed botanising was out 

of the question; however, I collected a frond for later  exmination. 

The fronds were approximately one metre i n  length. !Their shape 

resembled that of A. b u l b i f e m .  The pinnules, however, were yorg:! l ike  

those of A. obtusatwn, except that the margins were much more deeply toothed. 

A few weeks later  I managed t o  persuade some friends t o  accomprmy me 

on a re- v i s i t ,  on foot t h i s  time, t o  camp i n  the area, coZZect more 

material and t o  examine the surroundings. The walk i n ,  mound the rocky 

coastline took several hours. 

A number of plants were found, growing under a tree canopy i n  the conpang 

of A. b u l b i f e m ,  t h i s  too having fronds one metre or so i n  length. Present 

also was A. obtusatwn, both on the nearby shoreline and, i n  a more luxuriant 

form, i n  the forest. 

I retuxned home with a complete plant which I later  diwided, sending one 

piece t o  Sydney for examination by Dr. Tindale who determined it t o  be a 

hybrid of A. btrZZriferum md A. obtwatm. I potted two more pieces. They 

both grew and survive s t i l l ,  though somewhat diminished i n  s i ze .  The plants 

stiZZ produce spores i n  reasonable quantity, and while it i s  doubtful i f  

these would be viable, it could be of in teres t  t o  attempt to  propagate them. 

I am fomarding some material i n  case someone wouZd care I>O t r y  the experiment. 

A .  bdbi ferum x obtuscttu/n, 
ferki /e pima a c M  sije 

--- O O ~ ~ O o o - - -  
SPORE BANK NEWS : 

I would l i k e  t o  thank those members who sen t  spore. The bank is  well 

stocked. I hope t h a t  more members w i l l  contribute t o  fu r ther  add to  the va r i e ty  

of species. 

Although there has been a l o t  wri t ten about growing from spore, there  are 

many people worried about losing sporelings when po t t ing  on. Some l o s s  w i l l  
I 

occur, but from my own experience, I believe t h a t  it i s  most important to  keep 
I 

pot t ing on i n t o  the same medium, which has been s te r i l i sec l  i n  the  same manner. 

A s  the young f e rn l e t s  a re  pricked ou t  and thinned i n t o  d i f f e r en t  t rays ,  

keep them covered with c lear  p l a s t i c ,  when they reach a height qf about two 

inches they can venture out  i n t o  t h e i r  own small pot  and qraduaily be 

hardened o f f .  

PHYLL BROWN 



AlcaLmLE m 'ME SPORE BANK: 

ACROSTICHUM aurem 
I I speciosm 

AMPHIImxRmJ gpulentm 
ANGIO- evecta 
ART333PERIS tenella 
A S U X t U M  bulbiferun 

I I nidus 
I1 P~Y- 

pinnate 
l3lxamm mnbigum 

I# carti laginem 
I I gregscmii 
I1 indim 
I I nudum 
I t  orientale 
I I vulcanicum 
I I wattsii 

CHEILANIHES distans 
I I sieberi 

CY- australis 
I1 woperi 
" rebe- 
" robertsiana 

D1cKSWI.A antarctica 
DIPLAZIT34 assimile 

It species ? 

DOODIA aspera 
I1 caudata 
I t  &a 

r n R Y w n x C S  ~ o o l o r  

LASEU3lPSIS amrinata 10/82 
I t  &ccrrppsita 11/82 
I I 

l=@J== 11/82 
1 1  microsora 11/82 
I I U t a  11/82 
I1 d t h i a n a  8/82 
I1 wall& (Nth 

Qld) 8/82 
LlEmmmIS fmd 9/82 
LYGODIUM ~ ~ p h y l l u m  8/82 
MAc!mmzL- poly - 

polioides 10/82 
11 t o~~&s iana  1/83 

MICROLEPIA spluncae 6/82 
Wl3I- pendulm 10/82 
PELLAFA para&= 11/82 
PLATY-UM suprb  10/82 

I1 veitchii 1/83 
POLYSTICHUM australiense 11/82 

II proliferun 11/82 

l?RmmmUM aspem 2/83 
I1 tri@yIlm 1/83 

PSILMIZIM n m  6/82 
PTERIS - 10/82 

" tmmda 11/82 
RUPJDHRA adiantifomiis 1/83 
SP- heterocarpuslO/82 

11 unitus 10/82 
!f!Xmn;S piwl3ta 10/82 
TE- &.em 1/83 

T I  rrasellerf 1/83 

COURTESY OF W.A. FERN SOCIETY: 

Learning about Ferns: 

Use good reference books; t r i a l  and e r ro r ;  note other peoples methods but  
remember t h a t  what works f o r  one, may not work gor another. There a r e  good 
reasons f o r  t h i s .  For instance,  one person's sh e house may be cooler o r  
warmer or  there may be dif ferences  i n  the  s o i l  o r water. A neut ra l  PH is 
probably su f f i c i en t  f o r  a s t a r t  a s  p lan ts  absorb t h e i r  needs more ea s i l y  
when the PH i s  nei ther  too acid nor too a lkal ine .  

It i s  a good idea t o  know what family your ferns  lbelong to .  Each fe rn  has  at  
least t.wo names; the f i r s t  i s  the family name like our sirname (generic) and 
the second is usually a descriptive name (specific). By knowing the family 
name and rrsing reference Woks you can ascertain growing conditions and t r y  to 
re-create something similar. For example, Blechnums, no matter what species, 
w i l l  not  tolerate lime in the mixture. (There are over 200 of them i n  the 
Southern Hemisphere). In their natural habitat, they occur where the g r a n d  
i s  wet and peaty and so  pre fe r  a mix t h a t  i s  a l i t t l e  on the  acid s ide  with 
plenty of water. Aspleniums i n  nature occur mostly on t r e e s  o r  rocks where 
there  i s  very good drainage but enough old decayed leaves t o  prevent drying out.  
Leaf mould and sand i s  a good basic  pot t ing mix f o r  ferns .  Although r a in fo re s t  
s o i l  i s  heavy and clay-like, the  ferns  occur e i t h e r  i n  the  very thick layer  of 
decayed leaves t h a t  a c t s  l i k e  a sponge, holding i t s  moisture ye t  l e t t i n g  the 
excess drain  away, o r  on the  damp t rees .  The canopy formed by leaves and 
branches above and the  leaf  mould below, help t o  keep-*Be place humid, even 
i n  a dry season. 



Ferns do not send roots  down in to  the  ear th  t o  obtain the minerals t ha t  they 
require but the t r ee s  do it f o r  them. The t r ee  draws e s sen t i a lmine ra l s  up 
i n t o  i ts  leaves and when they f a l l  and start ro t t i ng  down a s  they re turn t o  
the ear th ,  the fe rns  growing i n  the leaf  mould a r e  able t o  absorb what they 
need from them. The uniform control  method of growing plants  was s t a r t ed  i n  
California years ago. Instead of using leaf  mould, the gardene4s used peat 
moss and sand and a s  there  was no food i n  t h i s ,  they added the nu t r ien t s  t h a t  
were required. Therefore, they were able t o  control  the  s i z e  ?nd growth r a t e .  
The amount of l i g h t ,  water and warmth were a l so  controlled as  tvese have an 
e f f e c t  on growth. Suff ic ient  l i g h t  i s  e s sen t i a l  and here again, it is helpful  - 
t o  know your f e rn ' s  name. Ferns t h a t  have a bluish look need more l i g h t  than 
t h e i r  green re la t ives .  Ferns from darker areas of the  r a in  fo re s t  have very 
dark green leaves; sometimes t h e i r  new fronds a re  pink. The l l gh t e r  green 
P t e r i s  tremula and Todea barbara grow near waterfa l ls  and open spaces where there  
i s  more l i g h t  from above. Some ferns  a re  covered with whitish ha i r  o r  have 
s i l ve r  o r  yellow dust  on the  underside of t h e i r  leaves. The purpose of t h i s  
i s  t o  conserve moisture and these ferns  grow i n  dry areas;  t r y t o  avoid watering 
t h e i r  foliage.  Platycerium v e i t c h i i  i s  one of these and comes from inland areas 
of Queensland where it is dry and hot. They grow on rocks and get  t h e i r  moisture 
from seepage. 

Here's t o  Hanw Healthy Fernino 

ERNIE FERNIE 

I read with some amusement of your llintrepid" travellers ordeal 

t o  s ight  Acrostitchwn ferns a t  close quarters. These ferns do gmw i n  

great profusion i n  much more accessable places i f  you know where t o  go. 

We on the Bruce Highway a t  the foot of M t .  Bellendm K g r  and would Zike 

t o  extend an invi tat ion t o  any members traveZZing t h i s  f m  north t o  cat2 on 

us for directions to coZonies of f e r n  i n  owl area. We also have most 

variet ies  i n  cultivation. Members are most welcome to a fu l l  nursery "tour" 

through our spore house and propagation areas which are not open t o  the public. 

C m Z  S tmud  (070) 675226 

John would l i k e  t o  remind those who have not sen t  t h e i r  two do l l a r s  

subscription fee  f o r  1983 before April 30th, t h a t  we w i l l .  consider they no 

longer wish t o  be Fern Study Group members. While they w i l l  receive no 

fur ther  Newsletters, we do thank them fo r  t h e i r  p a s t  i n t e r e s t .  

APRIL - m y  17th: Mt at 11 .OO a.m. at tk  ha^ of .Addie and Joh  Lee, 
76 The Bullwark, Castlecrag. Eking your lun& and a 
"plateH for aftemom tea. We w i l l  discuss ferns 
list& in tihe Jmes bc C1errr;sha book fm Atgelcpteris 
through to Arthmpteris. m-rbrs w b  have any of tl.rese 
m e s ,  p3ease ~IAIXJ a L q .  

JUNE - SWXY 19th: Meet at 11.00 a.m. at the hane of Phyll and Viv 
Brown, 254 Edgar Street, Candell Park . 
Brim your lunch and a "plate" for afternoan tea. 
we w i l l  W n  to  discuss Aspleniun ferns. 

Fern Study Group - S.G.A.P. 



Pblly Murray, 
25 N o w i l l  Street,  
Rvdalmere. 2116 

NAME, --- AD- - - - -  -- 

(2LCx3EST 7DWN OR CITY - --- DISTANCE -- 
TEMP. I N  WmIER: MAX: m: ---- 
TEMP. IN SLImER: M A ~ :  - - -  m: ---- 
HOW MANY sJ?EcIF.s OF m s  DO YOU a O W  --------- 
H W  MANY ARE AUSTRATI~AN NATIVE FERNS - - 
HOW MANY ARE TROPICAL FERNS -- - - -  
HOW MANY ARE ,mumESN FERNS - - - 
HOW MANY ARE EXUI'IC --------  
DO YOU ~~tow YOUR FERNS:- IN A ~um-130- - - -  HEATED G / ~ ~ X L S E  ---- 
O N A m -  -------- O p m  a 0 r n A R J - J  ------ -------- 

~~~~~ ------- FOsITImJ WITH MxJnNG m -------- 

UNDER SHAD- - -  m a  ---------- ------- 

w m  FlBRE GLASS -- QiEEN FIBRE GLASS ------------- 

m R s  ...................... DAF!K OR LIBEI: POSITION --------- 

WIAT DO You OONSIDER CAUSES 'IHE MOST IxWAm m YOUR FERNS - WIND ----- 
~ C E S s ~  E3.EN' - OF =ENS ----- 

INSECrS -- J - J ~  you m T  WIS -------------- 

- --- 

DO YOU FESTILISE YOUR FERNS - REIGULARLY - - - - - - -  HCIW o m  ------ 
N o w & T H E N -  NEWER --- WEIAT TYPE OF E'ERTILISER 

BRAND NAME --- -- 
DO YOU USE I N m I C D E S  - WHEN ---- 
BRAND NAME - ---- mmENTs---- ------- 

(2) -----------------Me- (3) ---- ----- 

DO YOU USE SNAIL BAIT - -  --- -------- 

DO YOU WI'ER YCUR FERNS BY: HAND HELD K S E  ------ ~?gg --------- 

S P m  SYSTEM ----- DO YOU USE A SPEC% HOSE NmZLE ---- 



FOR wa!T REASONS --- - ------------- 

rn TYPE OF HANGING BASKET DO YOU PREmR ------------- 
---- -------- --------- 

m TYPE OF LINER DO YOU PREFER IN WIRE BASKFTS ----------- 
DO YOU USE 03@ERCIATiLY =ARID WITD4G MM?URES ---------------- 
DO you MAKE YOUR OWN ----------- - ----- ----*- 

my(JJ-ANyBRAM)- --------------------------- 

WEN3 DID YOU OBI" YOUR NATIVE FERNS FROM: A N-Y ------------ 

NATIVE NURSERY --------------- RETAIL sroR.F~ ----- 
mm A FRIEND --------------- BUSH 03- ------------------ 

COULD you RFXXIE(MEND ANy m y  - - - - -  ---- 

HAVE YOU WRITIEN AWY FOR MAILORDER FERNS ----------- 

WERF: YOU WISFLED - m s  --------------- 
---- ------ ----- ----- 

DO YOU GROW FRCM SPORE - - DO YOU 03NSIDER THIS MEIHOD RENmDIrSG 

1. Could you name any ferns that you have observed gruwing in your 
locality and describe the conditions. 

2. Would you list the ferns that you graw successfully. 

3. Could you suggest a topic that you would like to have in our Newsletter. 

PLEASE Al-TACH SEPAEXATE SHEETS WHERE REQUIRED. NAME AND l4DDRFSS IS NOT IWXKKRY. 


