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Main Tour 
 

Our group met up in the historical city of Antigua with time for a walk around the cobbled streets and a 

fine dinner to kick off the tour.  We were out early for the drive to the hot springs of Fuente Georginas. 

On arrival, we were greeted by noisy Unicolored Jays and Black-capped Swallows perched on the wires. 

Our most wanted targets here obliged, and we were soon having exceptional viewing of the delightful 

Pink-headed Warbler and spectacular but tiny Wine-throated Hummingbirds. Additional species along 

the road included Mexican Violetear, Brown-backed Solitaire, Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer, Hepatic 

Tanager and our first of countless North American migrants that we would see during the tour here on 

their wintering grounds: Townsend’s, Wilson’s and Black-and-white Warblers and Western Tanagers. 

Nearer the hot springs, we were pleased to see a couple of shy highland specialities: Ruddy-capped 

Nightingale-Thrush and Rufous-browed Wren, along with superb views of Crescent-chested Warbler, 

plus some skulking Golden-browed Warblers.  

 

 
Unicolored Jay by Daniel Aldana Schumann 

 

With a long drive still ahead of us, we ate lunch and hit the road, arriving in the Cuchamatanes Range in 

the late afternoon, with astonishing views of the valleys far below us. At dusk, we found ourselves in the 

cool, fresh mountain air of a high elevation conifer forest and had a Mexican Whip-poor-will fluttering 

over our heads and landing briefly on various perches. We gave it a good try for the rarely seen Unspotted 

Saw-whet Owl and finally heard one tooting just as we were getting ready to leave. We marched back 

up the hill and the bird gave us a merry chase. Sadly, we just could not get to a spot where we were going 

to have a chance to see it, but even just hearing this very poorly-known bird with clear starry skies 

overhead was a thrill. 
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The next morning found us in Todos Santos Cuchamatan Park. At 3,500 masl, this is one of the highest 

accessible points in all of Central America and is a beautiful and interesting habitat with rocky grasslands 

interspersed with juniper forests. It didn’t take us any time to catch up with our quarry here, the 

Goldman’s Warbler, a bird that few have seen. It is a stunningly plumaged warbler and common in this 

very specialised habitat, and we could watch numerous birds at leisure, sometimes feeding right on the 

ground. Apart from the warbler, the birding had a distinctly North American feel to it as many species 

breed here at the very southern limit of their range, of which we saw: Northern Flicker, Steller’s Jay, 

Golden-crowned Kinglet, Brown Creeper, Eastern Bluebird, Pine Siskin, Eastern Meadowlark, Yellow-

eyed Junco, Spotted Towhee and even one of the last Common Ravens in Guatemala. It is worth noting 

that the populations of a number of these species could one day be split into different species. Certainly, 

the Steller’s Jay and Pine Siskin, in particular, looked very different to their northern counterparts!  

 

Already very pleased with our results, we decided to push our luck and search for the notoriously elusive 

Ocellated Quail. We did, in fact, hear one calling upslope and decided to pursue it – slow going in the 

thin air. Much closer than we had thought the bird was calling, a male and female suddenly burst up at 

our feet. Amazing! Over the next several minutes, we ended up flushing about 6 birds and everyone got 

good flight views, a couple of lucky folks also got to see them running on the ground. What an exciting 

result! After that, we took some more time to enjoy walking and birding in this very scenic area, and a 

nice highlight was a good sighting of a Long-tailed Weasel. This Central American race has a strikingly 

patterned face. From here, it was time to start the long drive back to Guatemala City. 

 

 
Goldman’s Warbler by Gil Ewing 
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The next morning saw us in an very different habitat, in the dry thorn forests of the Motagua Valley. We 

spent the morning birding Finca Talpetate. The place is used as a fireworks factory, not a typical birding 

venue, but we had the place all to ourselves and the birding was great! Top sightings for the morning 

included Lesser Roadrunners crossing the road on a few occasions, a fierce little Ferruginous Pygmy 

Owl, both Russet-crowned and Turquoise-browed Motmot (in the same tree!), Nutting’s Flycatchers, 

Ash-throated Flycatchers (an uncommon wintering species in Guatemala), White-lored Gnatcatcher, 

Stripe-headed Sparrow, Streak-backed Oriole, and Varied Bunting. We heard the sneaky Lesser Ground 

Cuckoo calling and bill clapping but could not lay eyes on it, despite it being close! We then enjoyed a 

tasty lunch on site before heading up the road where we soon came to yet another entirely different 

habitat, namely the cool wet cloud forest of the Atlantic slope. We spent some time at Biotopo Quetzal 

and enjoyed some amazingly close Unicolored Jays and Emerald Toucanets, but overall the place was 

unusually quiet, so we headed back to our hotel earlier than planned. This turned out to be a great move, 

as upon arrival at our rooms we were greeted by a monster flock that contained about 35 species! While 

it was at times hard to know where to look, the flock stayed in the area for almost an hour and most 

species sat out for good looks. Some of the more interesting birds recorded included Hairy and Golden-

olive Woodpeckers, Spotted Woodcreeper, Rose-throated Becard, Band-backed Wren, Olive and Grace’s 

Warblers, Chestnut-headed Oropendola, Yellow-backed Oriole and a plethora of wintering warblers, 

including all four of the similar yellow-faced warblers: Townsend’s, Black-throated Green, Hermit and 

the rare Golden-cheeked. 

 

 
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl by Daniel Aldana Schumann 
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We spent another morning in the cloud forest, this time at Ranchito Quetzal. Early morning around a 

street light produced a number of confiding birds feeding on moths: Golden-browed Warbler, Eye-ringed 

Flatbill, many Common Bush Tanagers and a stunning male Black-throated Blue Warbler, a rare bird in 

Guatemala. In the parking area, a female Resplendent Quetzal made a brief appearance, but disappeared, 

leaving us hoping for more! A big flock moving through had Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner, Spotted 

Woodcreeper and a couple of excellent birds that showed all too briefly: Hooded Grosbeak and Golden-

cheeked Warbler. We then headed onto a narrow forest trail through the stunning forest with its huge, 

bromeliad adorned trees and lush streams and waterfalls. We did well to have excellent looks at both 

Tawny-throated Leaftosser and Black-capped Nightingale Thrush. Just as we arrived back to the parking 

lot, a jaw-dropping male quetzal appeared, and we spent the next hour watching this bird at leisure from 

every angle one could hope for. Absolutely fantastic stuff! 

 

 
Resplendent Quetzal by Daniel Aldana Schumann 
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After a nice lunch, we continued down the Atlantic slope to Chajboac Reserve on the outskirts of Coban. 

New birds for our lists here in this hill forest included Plain Chachalaca, Grey and Short-tailed Hawk, 

Green-throated Mountaingem, Collared Trogon, excellent views of Chestnut-headed Oropendola, plus 

an impressive assortment of overwintering North American birds, including Olive-sided Flycatcher (very 

surprised to hear that this migrant now sometimes stays and nests on this reserve!), Grey Catbird and 

Hooded and Chestnut-sided Warblers. We were relieved to return to the Finca just as our only heavy 

downpour of the trip bucketed down. Our host, Max, treated us to shelter, coffee and homemade biscuits 

before we headed into Coban, where dinner was a very tasty chile relleno. 

 

The next morning, we were birding the well-preserved hill forests of Finca Las Nubes. A long walk this 

morning netted us another great selection of new birds, including Short-tailed Hawk (landing right above 

us!), Wedge-tailed Sabrewing, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, White-bellied Emerald, Lesson’s Motmot, 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker, a Barred Forest Falcon that perched ever so briefly right in front of us, 

Rufous-breasted Spinetail, Ivory-billed Woodcreeper, a cute Northern Bentbill, Slaty-headed Tody-

Flycatcher, White-collared Manakin, Green Shrike-Vireo, Tawny-crowned Greenlet, Olive-backed 

Euphonia, Golden-crowned Warbler, Morelet’s Seedeater, Black-faced Grosbeak and both Passerinin’s 

and Crimson-collared Tanagers. A long list of good birds in another really beautiful forest! The afternoon 

was spent driving back to Antigua, where we arrived for dinner. 

 

 
Northern Emerald Toucanet by Daniel Aldana Schumann 
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The following morning saw us birding El Zur on the flanks of Agua Volcano. We were fortunate to be 

the first group to bird this site, but will definitely not be the last; the place was absolutely heaving with 

birds throughout the entire morning. Shortly after stepping off the bus, we were enjoying perched views 

of Orange-fronted Parakeets; while flocks of Pacific Parakeets screeched by overhead and a Bat Falcon 

was silhouetted by the Agua Volcano. Fuego Volcano rumbled away and regularly let out big belches of 

smoke, a most impressive sight! A Lesser Ground Cuckoo called nearby and was coming very close 

when a Long-tailed Weasel suddenly came running towards the caller – a cool sighting in its own right, 

but probably ruined our chances to see the elusive cuckoo!  

 

The whole morning was non-stop bird activity, with very impressive numbers of North American 

migrants, supplemented by some interesting resident species. A partial list of highlights would include 

Broad-winged Hawk, Berylline Hummingbird, astounding numbers of Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 

Northern Beardless Tyrannulet, Yellow-olive Flatbill, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Rose-throated Becard, 

Philadelphia Vireo, Spot-breasted and Cabanis’s Wren, Northern Parula, Rufous-capped Warbler, 

Yellow-breasted Chat, 5 species of oriole, White-winged Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, and bright male 

Painted Bunting; while White-eared Ground Sparrow and Blue-crowned Chlorophonia were both only 

glimpsed. To round off our visit, we had a wonderful picnic lunch with our local guide, Dani’s, family 

as we learned of the conservation efforts in this area. We then departed for Los Tarrales Reserve in time 

for some late afternoon birding around the lodge, getting us primed up for the day to come while a Grey 

Short-tailed Bat trapped inside the reception building was a nice find, and we caught and released it. 

 

 
Volcan Fuego by Gil Ewing 
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A full day at Los Tarrales was a great experience, as this is one of the birdiest sites in the country. We 

encountered a huge diversity of birds on the trails and in the lodge gardens, including many specialities. 

Some standouts from our morning walk were White-bellied Chachalaca, distant Highland Guan, very 

close Crested Guan, a soaring King Vulture, a pair of Mottled Owls roosting in the bamboo, Cinnamon 

Hummingbirds, lekking Blue-throated Sapphires, a Long-billed Starthroat building a nest, stunning 

Gartered Trogons, a Ruddy Woodcreeper attending an ant swarm, a cooperative Paltry Tyrannulet, 

fantastic male Long-tailed Manakin in a fruiting tree, a shy Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, several 

White-throated Thrushes feasting in a fruiting tree and Spot-breasted Oriole. Quite the morning! In the 

afternoon, we drove up a bumpy track to gain a bit more elevation, where we found a flowering Inga tree 

that was full of interesting hummingbirds, and here we saw the tricky Emerald-chinned Hummingbird 

quite well, in addition to the localised Rufous Sabrewing and Blue-tailed Hummingbird.  

 

 
Yellow-winged Tanager by Gil Ewing 

 

We now had a day trip across to the neighbouring Finca Los Andes. Here, we were able to access some 

cloud forest by walking along a wide track. Soon after starting the walk, we found a fruiting tree with 

several Cabanis’s Tanagers, a very localised, endangered, and beautiful tanager and the primary reason 

for our visit here! The same tree also had a female Resplendent Quetzal and some Crested Guans. We 

eventually reached the high point of the track, where we spent some time at a strategic viewpoint. A 

flowering Inga tree was being visited by several species of hummers, including a pair of Black-crested 

Coquette, a real stunner and a very rare bird in Guatemala! This was a huge surprise, and then we had 

another as we heard an Ornate Hawk-Eagle calling and then saw it soaring overhead carrying some 

mammalian prey and joined by its mate. The two birds were on show for several minutes, wheeling 

around in the sky and issuing their haunting whistled cry.  
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Beyond these highlights the forest was quiet, although on the walk out we did locate a lek of Emerald-

chinned Hummingbird, and the forest itself was absolutely magnificent with many massive oak trees that 

were hundreds of years old. We had a great lunch at the Finca and enjoyed plenty of bird activity in the 

gardens. Blue-tailed Hummingbird and Violet Sabrewing were constantly coming in and out of the 

hummingbird feeders; while a Black Hawk-Eagle soaring overhead was another highlight. We returned 

to our base at Los Tarrales in the afternoon and arrived in time to watch more than 20 Yellow-naped 

Amazons heading off to roost. Great to see the conservation efforts on this endangered parrot yielding 

results.  

 

 
Collared Aracari by Gil Ewing 

 

We had a final morning to enjoy the birding at Los Tarrales and concentrated on trying to track down the 

last couple of trickier species we had not yet seen. After some searching, we eventually located a Tody 

Motmot perched low down, but it gave us the slip all too quickly. We also had a pair of sneaky Rufous-

breasted Spinetails being generally elusive, although everyone eventually got a look. Of course, there 

were multitudes of other birds to enjoy through the morning, and then we packed up and drove the short 

distance to stunning Lake Atitlan. After lunch at a restaurant overlooking the lake, we visited the lakeside 

and had an enjoyable time there doing some relaxed birding. Amongst numerous herons and other 

waterbirds, we were pleased to see a couple of Purple Gallinules; while the surrounding woods had 

Greater Pewee and Dusky-capped Flycatcher to add to our ever-growing flycatcher list! We then moved 

just a short distance to our hotel and took it easy for the late afternoon as we rested our bodies for the big 

hike coming up tomorrow! Those who did wander the hotel grounds saw lots of over-wintering birds, 

and confiding Blue-tailed and Azure-crowned Hummingbirds graced the feeders. 
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Horned Guan day had arrived, and we left early in the morning to begin our hike up the slopes of Volcan 

Toliman. The entire group was gung-ho to give it a shot, and so off we went! The first part of the hike 

was relatively flat and in darkness as Mexican Whip-poor-wills and Pauraques serenaded us while we 

walked. A couple of Whiskered Screech Owls were successfully taped in at daybreak, and with the 

sunrise the diurnal birds started waking up. We had sensational views of a Blue-throated Motmot and 

heard a Belted Flycatcher tantalisingly close. Bushy-crested Jay showed well, but rare Bar-winged 

Orioles skulked around and played hard to see, so we had to continue walking.  

 

Gradually the trail became steeper, and up and up we climbed, with the superlative vistas of Lake Atitlan 

below us becoming ever more impressive. Finally, we arrived in the forests where that mystical guan is 

to be found, and after some more uphill walking we tracked down the unicorn of the avian world up in a 

fruiting tree. The bird was both wary and inquisitive, and we spent 45 minutes in its presence as we 

enjoyed excellent viewing of this iconic Guatemalan bird. Moments to remember always!  

 

After a celebratory snack during which a Garnet-throated Hummingbird perched up for us, we made the 

trek back down the hill. Birding was tough along the narrow track bordered by scrub, and with tired 

bodies to boot, but between us we managed to record a number of excellent species. These included 

Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo, Blue-and-white Mockingbird, Bar-winged Oriole and Flame-colored 

Tanager. The Belted Flycatcher continued to call but would not show. Finally, in the mid-afternoon, we 

made it back to our vehicle, ready to relax for the remainder of the afternoon, having all succeeded in 

seeing the guan so well. Good work team! 

 

 
The group after seeing Horned Guan by Daniel Aldana Schumann 
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With some political protests being scheduled for the next day, we had to leave the lake early in the 

morning and arrived at Antigua much earlier than had originally been scheduled. After a relaxed breakfast 

and an early check in to our hotel, we had the remainder of the morning to explore this fascinating and 

historic city. In the afternoon, we headed up to nearby Finca El Pilar. The excellent hummingbird feeders 

there were buzzing with no less than 7 species coming and going, most species giving us their best looks 

of the trip: Rufous and Violet Sabrewings, Green-throated Mountaingem, and Azure-crowned, Berylline, 

Rivoli’s and White-eared Hummingbirds. We then headed up into the oak forests and birded a large 

clearing, where we saw Greater Pewee, Bushy-crested Jay, Grey Silky Flycatcher, Black-headed Siskin 

and an all too brief White-breasted Hawk, seen only by the leaders. We went higher still into the oak 

forests and the late afternoon was quiet bird-wise, not to mention decidedly chilly. We waited until dusk, 

and in the fading light we were serenaded by a pair of Fulvous Owls that in no time at all were beautifully 

perched up in the spotlight for an exciting finish to the day. We then had a lovely dinner back at the hotel 

in Antigua. 
 

 
Azure-crowned Hummingird by Gil Ewing 

 

For our final morning’s birding, we returned up to El Pilar. We had a tasty picnic breakfast in a stunning 

setting as we watched (and heard) Volcan Fuego puffing away, and had plenty of showy birds to look at, 

including good looks at Black-vented Oriole and Bushy-crested Jay. We returned to the oak forests for 

some more birding, and there was certainly more activity than yesterday afternoon. We worked hard to 

find any of our few remaining targets, but only succeeded in hearing or getting brief views of the likes 

of Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo, Black-throated Jay, Pine Flycatcher and Black Thrush. On the other 

hand, Paltry Tyrannulet, Northern Tufted Flycatcher, Plumbeous Vireo, Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer 

and Flame-colored Tanager were all better behaved for us. And with that, we returned to Guatemala City, 

with most of the participants continuing for the Highlands Extension. 
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Tikal Extension 
 

Our short flight had us touching down in Flores towards dusk, and then we had just a short drive to our 

very pleasant lodge for the evening. We left early in the morning to begin our birding, with a visit to 

Yaxha. Mayan ruins to rival Tikal, and with equally good birding, but almost no people. We had a 

wonderful morning wandering the ruins and climbing up on top of the highest temple for commanding 

views out over the surrounding forests, lakes and temples. Highlights for the morning were many, with 

new birds coming steadily! Top sightings included Purple-crowned Fairy, Black-headed Trogon, White-

whiskered Puffbird, incredible views of both Chestnut-colored and Lineated Woodpeckers, five species 

of parrots and parakeets, an exceptionally cooperative pair of Rufous Mourner, a great sighting of 

Northern Royal Flycatcher, localised Mangrove Vireo, confiding Wood Thrushes, Olive-backed 

Euphonias, and a whole new suite of wintering warblers, including Hooded and Magnolia Warblers and 

American Redstart. Impressive numbers of mammals, especially Central American Spider Monkeys and 

Yucatan Black Howlers, were also notable.  

 

After a superb morning and a nice lunch at a nearby restaurant, we drove on to Tikal National Park, 

arriving in time for a late afternoon walk in the vicinity of our well-situated lodge. A clear highlight was 

the 9 Ocellated Turkeys that were remarkably tame; but there were many other highlights as well, 

including Bare-throated Tiger Heron, confiding Rufous-naped Wood Rails, Scaly-breasted 

Hummingbirds in a flowering Ceiba tree, loads of Montezuma Oropendolas and an unusual swarm of 75 

Yellow-throated Euphonias which were concentrating on a small tree in the middle of the parking lot, 

presumably getting ready to roost in there. 

 

 
Ocellated Turkey by Gil Ewing 
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For our next morning, we headed out to the temple area, although the birding was so excellent through 

the morning that it took us several hours to make the relatively short walk to the temples! Highlights in 

this magnificent forest were many, and included a glimpse of a Ruddy Crake at very close range, Pale-

billed Woodpecker, brief Collared Forest Falcon (black morph), perched Brown-hooded Parrots, 

Northern Barred Woodcreeper, Dot-winged Antwrens, Northern Bentbill, nest-building Eye-ringed 

Flatbill, Sulphur-rumped Myiobius, Kentucky and Hooded Warblers, Red-crowned and Red-throated 

Ant Tanagers, and a ridiculously tame pair of Blue Buntings.  

 

Eventually, we did arrive at the Grand Plaza, arguably the most impressive site of Mayan archaeology. 

Our local expert guide, Miguel, talked us through the scene, although the moment really belonged to the 

pair of Orange-breasted Falcons that posed so well for us the whole time we were in the plaza. By 

climbing up the temple steps, we were able to get much closer and soak in the views of one of only 11 

pairs of this species in all of Central America!  

 

On our walk out, we were waylaid but a monster flock that included the classic sentinel species Black-

throated Shrike-Tanager, along with so many more, including Chestnut-colored Woodpecker, Plain 

Xenops, Greenish Elaenia, Sepia-capped Flycatcher, many Lesser Greenlets, Spot-breasted Wren, 

Golden-winged Warbler, Tropical Parula and an unexpected pair of Golden-hooded Tanagers. We 

eventually had to pull ourselves away to go and find some lunch. Over lunch break, Trevor and Anne 

were fortunate to spot a Great Curassow, and then we all had 3 King Vultures fly low overhead.  

 

 
White-whiskered Puffbird by Gil Ewing 
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We then set off on the airport track, where the birding was, if anything, even better than the morning! 

Mixed species flocks in the secondary forest included Gartered Trogon, ridiculously tame White-

whiskered Puffbirds, Grey-collared Becard, Worm-eating Warbler, and stunning Black-cowled Orioles. 

Some had a quick look at a Grey-headed Dove and then a trailside Pheasant Cuckoo disappeared, but 

after a patient wait the bird was located flaring out its wings and tail and displaying to us! Things got 

even crazier as the bird then decided to fly up and land in the middle of the airport track and just sit there 

– incredible!!!  

 

In the late afternoon, we saw, in quick succession, our three hoped-for Yucatan specials – Yucatan 

Flycatcher, scarce Rose-throated Tanager and the stunning and taxonomically interesting Grey-throated 

Chat. Not to mention a male Red-capped Manakin posing in the scope for several minutes! We stayed 

until dusk at a small pond, watching pauraques, crocodiles and bats, and listening to tinamous calling 

before setting off in search of Yucatan Poorwill. Despite hearing a few calling, they were not moving 

from deep inside the scrubby forest, and so we slowly returned to our lodge. Being out in the forest at 

night was magnificent, and while we didn’t see any of the nightbirds, we did have a magical encounter 

with a Grey Fox and found a sleeping Black-and-white Warbler. We also confirmed that the big flock of 

Yellow-throated Euphonias were indeed roosting in the parking lot tree! A long and immensely 

rewarding day! 

 

We had a return visit to the temple area for the morning, and birding was once again exceptional. 

However, the birds seen today were completely different to what we had seen the previous day, even 

though we were birding the same area. We had excellent views of a cute little Stub-tailed Spadebill, a 

species which had been doing a good job of eluding us until now!  

 

 
Ruddy Crakes by Gil Ewing 
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In the same area, we had cooperative White-bellied Wren and Long-billed Gnatwren, then a White-

necked Puffbird perched high in a huge Ceiba tree. A male Great Curassow walked through the forest 

undergrowth, and a Mottled Owl was located roosting inside of a hut! Nearby, a Short-billed Pigeon 

showed briefly while a Northern Schiffornis gave its ‘Hey Ricky’ call nearby, and then perched out 

beautifully for us. We encountered a couple more mixed flocks and our local guide, Pablo, talked us 

through the ecology of these flocks, with their Lesser Greenlet leaders and Black-throated Shrike-

Tanagers as sentinels. A stunning Slaty-tailed Trogon also showed to perfection, and a scarce Tawny-

winged Woodcreeper cooperated. Eventually, we arrived at Temple IV and climbed up, giving sweeping 

views towards the main plaza and out over the Maya Biosphere Reserve which reaches as far as the eye 

can see and beyond into Belize and Mexico – a breathtaking sight! After a final look at the Grand Plaza 

(the Orange-breasted Falcons were still in attendance), we returned to our hotel via an antbird swarm that 

gave excellent looks at Ruddy and Ivory-billed Woodcreepers, Kentucky Warbler and Brown Jays, and 

also had a fantastic Northern Royal Flycatcher back at the hotel grounds. There was a Kentucky Warbler 

feeding on the floor of the restaurant as we ate lunch, and then it was time to pack up and leave for our 

lodge near Flores. During a late afternoon stroll around the lake bordering our lodge, the clear highlight 

was the pair of extroverted Ruddy Crakes that showed to perfection in great light! 

 

We had most of the morning for one final bit of birding, and made the most of it with a very pleasant and 

productive walk around the expansive grounds of our hotel. Top sightings included shy Scaled Pigeons, 

a wonderful American Pygmy Kingfisher, Stripe-throated Hermit (our 24th and final hummer of the trip!), 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar, White-fronted Amazon perched out in great light, a vocal pair of Couch’s 

Kingbirds and, just as we finished up the walk, a lovely male Blue Ground Dove sitting up on a perch. 

 

 
Orange-breasted Falcon by Gil Ewing 
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It was now time for our flights to Guatemala City and onwards. The tour was a great success visiting the 

many diverse habitats and seeing so many of the great birds that inhabit this underappreciated country. 

Thanks for being such a keen group, it was especially rewarding that everyone got up the volcano and 

saw the Horned Guan! Also, a huge thanks to our drivers Oscar and Juan, our local guides in Peten, 

Miguel and Pablo, and of course our exceptional local guide on the main part of the tour, Dani. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annotated List of species recorded 
Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra. 

 

Birds (365 in total: 345 seen, 20 heard) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List (v 8.2). 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Tinamous Tinamidae 

Great Tinamou (NT)  Tinamus major 

(1) 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Thicket Tinamou   Crypturellus cinnamomeus 

(2) 1 heard Yaxha 16.1 and 2 heard Tikal National Park 17.1. 

 

Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl Anatidae 

Muscovy Duck   Cairina moschata 

(1) 1 Yaxha 16.1. 

 

Guans, Chachalacas, and Curassows Cracidae 

Plain Chachalaca   Ortalis vetula vetula 

(6) 3 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 heard Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal 

National Park 18.1 and 4 Villa Maya 19.1. 

White-bellied Chachalaca   Ortalis leucogastra 

(4) Up to 4 Los Tarrales 9-12.1. 

Crested Guan   Penelope purpurascens purpurascens 

(4) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 1 Los Tarrales 12.1 and 1 heard Tikal National Park 

17.1. 

Highland Guan (VU)  Penelopina nigra 

(3) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Tarrales 12.1 and 1 heard Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Horned Guan (EN)  Oreophasis derbianus 

(1) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Great Curassow (VU)  Crax rubra rubra 

(2) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

 

New World Quail Odontophoridae 

Ocellated Quail (VU)  Cyrtonyx ocellatus 

(1) 6 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 
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Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

Ocellated Turkey (NT)  Meleagris ocellata 

(3) Up to 9 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 
 

Storks Ciconiidae 

Wood Stork   Mycteria americana 

(1) 1 Yaxha 16.1. 
 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Bare-throated Tiger Heron   Tigrisoma mexicanum 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 16.1. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

(1) 1 Los Tarrales 11.1. 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron   Nyctanassa violacea 

(2) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Green Heron   Butorides virescens virescens 

(5) 10 Lake atitlan 12.1, 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Villa Maya 18.1. 

Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis 

Observed 9 day(s) in total. 

Great Blue Heron   Ardea herodias herodias 

(3) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Great Egret   Ardea alba egretta 

(7) 1 Yaxha 16.1. 

Little Blue Heron   Egretta caerulea 

(4) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Snowy Egret   Egretta thula 

Observed 6 day(s) in total. 
 

Cormorants and Shags Phalacrocoracidae 

Neotropic Cormorant   Phalacrocorax brasilianus mexicanus 

(3) 2 Yaxha 16.1. 
 

Anhingas Anhingidae 

Anhinga   Anhinga anhinga leucogaster 

(1) 5 Yaxha 16.1. 
 

New World Vultures Cathartidae 

Turkey Vulture   Cathartes aura aura 

Observed 16 day(s) in total. 

Black Vulture   Coragyps atratus 

Observed 16 day(s) in total. 

King Vulture   Sarcoramphus papa 

(3) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 4 Tikal National Park 17.1. 
 

Hawks, Eagles, and Kites Accipitridae 

Black Hawk-Eagle   Spizaetus tyrannus serus 

(1) 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Ornate Hawk-Eagle (NT)  Spizaetus ornatus vicarius 

(1) 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 
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Snail Kite   Rostrhamus sociabilis major 

(2) 1 en route 16.1 and 1 en route 18.1. 

Roadside Hawk   Rupornis magnirostris 

(3) 1 Tikal National Park 16.1, 1 Villa Maya 18.1, 2 Villa Maya 19.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Grey Hawk   Buteo plagiatus 

(2) 1 Chajboac 7.1 and 1 El Zur 9.1. 

Broad-winged Hawk   Buteo platypterus platypterus 

(3) 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 1 Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Short-tailed Hawk   Buteo brachyurus fuliginosus 

(4) 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Zone-tailed Hawk   Buteo albonotatus 

(1) 1 El Zur 9.1. 

Red-tailed Hawk   Buteo jamaicensis kemsiesi 

(1) 2 Fuentes Georginas 4.1. 

 

Rails, Gallinules, and Coots Rallidae 

Ruddy Crake   Laterallus ruber 

(2) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Villa Maya 18.1. 

Rufous-naped Wood Rail   Aramides albiventris 

(3) Up to 5 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

Purple Gallinule   Porphyrio martinica 

(4) 3 Lake atitlan 12.1 and up to 5 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

Common Gallinule   Gallinula galeata cachinnans 

(2) 10 Lake atitlan 12.1 and 1 Lake atitlan 13.1. 

American Coot   Fulica americana americana 

(2) Lake atitlan 12.1 and Lake atitlan 13.1. 

 

Limpkin Aramidae 

Limpkin   Aramus guarauna dolosus 

(2) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

 

Stilts and Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-necked Stilt   Himantopus mexicanus mexicanus 

(1) 3 en route 18.1. 

 

Jacanas Jacanidae 

Northern Jacana   Jacana spinosa 

(3) Up to 4 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Spotted Sandpiper   Actitis macularius 

(1) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers Laridae 

Laughing Gull   Leucophaeus atricilla megalopterus 

(3) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 3 en route 16.1 and 5 en route 18.1. 
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Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Rock Dove   Columba livia var. domestica 

Observed 8 day(s) in total. 

Scaled Pigeon   Patagioenas speciosa 

(1) 3 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Band-tailed Pigeon   Patagioenas fasciata fasciata 

(2) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1 and 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Pale-vented Pigeon   Patagioenas cayennensis pallidicrissa 

(2) 10 Villa Maya 18.1 and 10 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Red-billed Pigeon   Patagioenas flavirostris flavirostris 

(5) 3 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 10 El Zur 9.1 and up to 10 Los Tarrales 10-12.1. 

Short-billed Pigeon   Patagioenas nigrirostris 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto 

(1) 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Inca Dove   Columbina inca 

(4) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Common Ground Dove   Columbina passerina pallescens 

(1) 4 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Ruddy Ground Dove   Columbina talpacoti rufipennis 

(2) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and 2 en route 18.1. 

Blue Ground Dove   Claravis pretiosa 

(2) 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

White-tipped Dove   Leptotila verreauxi 

(5) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 2 

Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Grey-headed Dove   Leptotila plumbeiceps plumbeiceps 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

White-winged Dove   Zenaida asiatica asiatica 

(5) 25 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 1 heard El Zur 9.1, 5 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Antigua area 14.1 and 5 

Villa Maya 19.1. 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

Groove-billed Ani   Crotophaga sulcirostris 

(3) 10 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and 3 Los Tarrales 11.1. 

Pheasant Cuckoo   Dromococcyx phasianellus 

(1) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Lesser Ground Cuckoo   Morococcyx erythropygus erythropygus 

(2) 1 heard Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and 1 heard El Zur 9.1. 

Lesser Roadrunner   Geococcyx velox 

(1) 3 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Squirrel Cuckoo   Piaya cayana thermophila 

(5) 3 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 3 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Tarrales 12.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 

and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Whiskered Screech Owl   Megascops trichopsis mesamericanus 

(1) 3 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 
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Fulvous Owl   Strix fulvescens 

(1) 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Mottled Owl   Strix virgata centralis 

(3) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 heard Los Tarrales 12.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl   Glaucidium brasilianum ridgwayi 

(2) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and 2 heard El Zur 9.1. 

Unspotted Saw-whet Owl   Aegolius ridgwayi 

(1) 1 heard Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 4.1. 

 

Nightjars and Allies Caprimulgidae 

Pauraque   Nyctidromus albicollis 

(6) 1 heard Los Tarrales 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 heard Los Tarrales 12.1, 1 heard Volcan Toliman 

13.1, 5 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Villa Maya 18.1. 

Yucatan Poorwill   Nyctiphrynus yucatanicus 

(1) 3 heard Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Mexican Whip-poor-will   Antrostomus arizonae chiapensis 

(2) 1 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 4.1 and 1 heard Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

White-collared Swift   Streptoprocne zonaris mexicana 

(3) 4 Los Tarrales 10.1, 5 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 50 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Vaux's Swift   Chaetura vauxi 

(8) 5 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 5 El Zur 9.1, 300 Los Tarrales 10.1, 5 Los Tarrales 12.1, 100 Volcan 

Toliman 13.1 and up to 50 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

White-throated Swift   Aeronautes saxatalis nigrior 

(1) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift   Panyptila cayennensis 

(1) 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

 

Hummingbirds Trochilidae 

Stripe-throated Hermit   Phaethornis striigularis saturatus 

(1) 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Scaly-breasted Hummingbird   Phaeochroa cuvierii 

(2) 3 Tikal National Park 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Wedge-tailed Sabrewing   Campylopterus pampa 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

Rufous Sabrewing   Campylopterus rufus 

(2) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 4 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Violet Sabrewing   Campylopterus hemileucurus hemileucurus 

(2) 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

White-necked Jacobin   Florisuga mellivora mellivora 

(1) 1 Yaxha 16.1. 

Mexican Violetear   Colibri thalassinus 

(2) 4 Fuentes Georginas 4.1 and 5 heard Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Green-breasted Mango   Anthracothorax prevostii prevostii 

(5) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Tarrales 12.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1, 1 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 

4 Villa Maya 19.1. 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/guatemala


Trip Report – RBL Guatemala - Central American Specialities & Highlands Extension 2019      21

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                     View more tours to Guatemala  

Emerald-chinned Hummingbird   Abeillia abeillei abeillei 

(2) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 3 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Black-crested Coquette   Lophornis helenae 

(1) 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Blue-throated Sapphire   Hylocharis eliciae eliciae 

(1) 3 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Cinnamon Hummingbird   Amazilia rutila corallirostris 

(5) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and up to 5 Los Tarrales 9-12.1. 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird   Amazilia tzacatl tzacatl 

(4) 6 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 Tikal National Park 16.1, 3 Villa Maya 18.1, 5 Villa Maya 19.1 and 2 Tikal 

National Park 18.1. 

White-bellied Emerald   Amazilia candida 

(7) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, up to 2 Tikal National Park 16-18.1, 4 

Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Azure-crowned Hummingbird   Amazilia cyanocephala cyanocephala 

(6) 3 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 5 Lake atitlan 12.1, 5 Lake atitlan 13.1, 5 Finca El Pilar 

14.1 and 5 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Blue-tailed Hummingbird   Amazilia cyanura guatemalae 

(3) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 5 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Berylline Hummingbird   Amazilia beryllina devillei 

(6) 2 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Lake atitlan 13.1, 3 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 1 

Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Green-throated Mountaingem   Lampornis viridipallens 

(2) 1 Chajboac 7.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

White-eared Hummingbird   Basilinna leucotis leucotis 

(2) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Garnet-throated Hummingbird   Lamprolaima rhami 

(1) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Rivoli's Hummingbird   Eugenes fulgens 

(3) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Purple-crowned Fairy   Heliothryx barroti 

(3) 1 Yaxha 16.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Long-billed Starthroat   Heliomaster longirostris pallidiceps 

(2) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird   Archilochus colubris 

(6) 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 30 El Zur 9.1, up to 50 Los Tarrales 9-12.1, 10 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 2 

Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Wine-throated Hummingbird   Atthis ellioti 

(1) 4 Fuentes Georginas 4.1. 

 

Trogons Trogonidae 

Resplendent Quetzal (NT)  Pharomachrus mocinno mocinno 

(2) 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1 and 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Slaty-tailed Trogon   Trogon massena massena 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Black-headed Trogon   Trogon melanocephalus 

(2) 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 
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Gartered Trogon   Trogon caligatus sallaei 

(2) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 4 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Mountain Trogon   Trogon mexicanus mexicanus 

(1) 1 heard Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Collared Trogon   Trogon collaris puella 

(2) 4 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1 and 2 Finca las nubes 8.1. 
 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

American Pygmy Kingfisher   Chloroceryle aenea stictoptera 

(1) 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Green Kingfisher   Chloroceryle americana septentrionalis 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Amazon Kingfisher   Chloroceryle amazona 

(1) 1 en route 18.1. 

Ringed Kingfisher   Megaceryle torquata torquata 

(3) 1 Yaxha 16.1, 1 Villa Maya 18.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Belted Kingfisher   Megaceryle alcyon 

(5) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Villa Maya 18.1. 
 

Motmots Momotidae 

Tody Motmot   Hylomanes momotula momotula 

(1) 1 Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Blue-throated Motmot   Aspatha gularis 

(2) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 2 heard Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Russet-crowned Motmot   Momotus mexicanus castaneiceps 

(1) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Lesson's Motmot   Momotus lessonii 

(6) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Tarrales 12.1, 1 

Villa Maya 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Turquoise-browed Motmot   Eumomota superciliosa 

(1) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 
 

Jacamars Galbulidae 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar   Galbula ruficauda melanogenia 

(2) 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 
 

Puffbirds Bucconidae 

White-necked Puffbird   Notharchus hyperrhynchus hyperrhynchus 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

White-whiskered Puffbird   Malacoptila panamensis inornata 

(3) 1 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 
 

Toucans Ramphastidae 

Emerald Toucanet   Aulacorhynchus prasinus 

(5) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 2 Biotopo del Quetzal 6.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 1 Los Andes 

Reserve 11.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Collared Aracari   Pteroglossus torquatus 

(7) 1 heard Finca las nubes 8.1, up to 5 Los Tarrales 10-12.1, 4 Tikal National Park 16.1, 10 Tikal 

National Park 17.1 and 3 Villa Maya 19.1. 
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Keel-billed Toucan   Ramphastos sulfuratus 

(3) Up to 4 Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and 2 Yaxha 16.1. 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

Acorn Woodpecker   Melanerpes formicivorus 

(2) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1 and 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Velasquez's Woodpecker   Melanerpes santacruzi 

(10) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 3 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 6 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 9.1, 6 

Los Tarrales 10.1, 6 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 5 Los Tarrales 12.1, 2 Lake atitlan 13.1, 2 Tikal National 

Park 16.1, 3 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Villa Maya 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker   Leuconotopicus fumigatus sanguinolentus 

(3) 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Hairy Woodpecker   Leuconotopicus villosus sanctorum 

(1) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1. 

Golden-olive Woodpecker   Colaptes rubiginosus yucatanensis 

(2) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1 and 1 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Northern Flicker   Colaptes auratus mexicanoides 

(3) 5 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1, 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1 and 1 Lake atitlan 

13.1. 

Chestnut-colored Woodpecker   Celeus castaneus 

(4) 1 Yaxha 16.1, 3 Tikal National Park 17.1, 1 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Lineated Woodpecker   Dryocopus lineatus similis 

(5) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Tarrales 11.1, 4 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 

19.1. 

Pale-billed Woodpecker   Campephilus guatemalensis guatemalensis 

(3) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1, 1 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

 

Falcons and Caracaras Falconidae 

Northern Crested Caracara   Caracara cheriway 

(1) 2 Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Laughing Falcon   Herpetotheres cachinnans cachinnans 

(1) 1 heard Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Barred Forest Falcon   Micrastur ruficollis guerilla 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

Collared Forest Falcon   Micrastur semitorquatus naso 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

American Kestrel   Falco sparverius tropicalis 

(4) 1 El Zur 9.1 and 1 Los Tarrales 11.1. 

Bat Falcon   Falco rufigularis petoensis 

(3) 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 1 Los Tarrales 11.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Orange-breasted Falcon (NT)  Falco deiroleucus 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

 

African & New World Parrots Psittacidae 

Orange-chinned Parakeet   Brotogeris jugularis jugularis 

(2) 10 Los Tarrales 9.1 and 10 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Brown-hooded Parrot   Pyrilia haematotis haematotis 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 
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White-crowned Parrot   Pionus senilis 

(3) 10 Yaxha 16.1, 4 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 10 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

White-fronted Amazon   Amazona albifrons 

(3) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 6 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Red-lored Amazon   Amazona autumnalis autumnalis 

(4) 6 Yaxha 16.1, 4 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Yellow-naped Amazon (VU)  Amazona auropalliata auropalliata 

(4) Up to 20 Los Tarrales 9-12.1. 

Northern Mealy Amazon (NT)  Amazona guatemalae guatemalae 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Olive-throated Parakeet (NT)  Eupsittula nana astec 

(3) 50 Yaxha 16.1, 10 Villa Maya 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Orange-fronted Parakeet   Eupsittula canicularis canicularis 

(3) 6 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 10 El Zur 9.1 and 5 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Pacific Parakeet   Psittacara strenuus 

(6) 20 El Zur 9.1, up to 50 Los Tarrales 9-12.1, 150 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 20 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

 

Ovenbirds and Woodcreepers Furnariidae 

Rufous-breasted Spinetail   Synallaxis erythrothorax 

(2) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1 and 2 Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner   Anabacerthia variegaticeps variegaticeps 

(1) 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Tawny-throated Leaftosser   Sclerurus mexicanus mexicanus 

(1) 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Plain Xenops   Xenops minutus mexicanus 

(2) 3 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 4 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Tawny-winged Woodcreeper   Dendrocincla anabatina anabatina 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Ruddy Woodcreeper   Dendrocincla homochroa homochroa 

(2) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 3 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper   Sittasomus griseicapillus 

(4) Up to 5 Tikal National Park 16-18.1, 4 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Northern Barred Woodcreeper   Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae sanctithomae 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Ivory-billed Woodcreeper   Xiphorhynchus flavigaster eburneirostris 

(5) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, up to 4 Tikal National Park 16-18.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Spotted Woodcreeper   Xiphorhynchus erythropygius parvus 

(3) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1 and 1 Finca las nubes 

8.1. 

Spot-crowned Woodcreeper   Lepidocolaptes affinis affinis 

(2) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 2 heard Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

 

Antbirds Thamnophilidae 

Great Antshrike   Taraba major 

(1) 1 heard Villa Maya 19.1. 

Barred Antshrike   Thamnophilus doliatus intermedius 

(6) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, up to 1 Los Tarrales 10-12.1, 1 heard Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Villa Maya 

19.1. 
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Dot-winged Antwren   Microrhopias quixensis 

(1) 4 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

 

Antthrushes Formicariidae 

Mayan Antthrush   Formicarius moniliger 

(2) 2 heard Finca las nubes 8.1 and 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1. 

 

Tyrant Flycatchers Tyrannidae 

Greenish Elaenia   Myiopagis viridicata placens 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet   Ornithion semiflavum 

(1) 1 heard Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Northern Beardless Tyrannulet   Camptostoma imberbe 

(3) 1 heard Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1 and 1 heard Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Paltry Tyrannulet   Zimmerius vilissimus 

(6) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 1 heard El Zur 9.1, 1 

Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher   Mionectes oleagineus assimilis 

(6) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1 and up to 3 Tikal 

National Park 16-18.1. 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher   Leptopogon amaurocephalus pileatus 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Northern Bentbill   Oncostoma cinereigulare 

(5) 1 heard Chajboac 7.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1, 1 heard Tikal National Park 

18.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Slaty-headed Tody-Flycatcher   Poecilotriccus sylvia schistaceiceps 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

Common Tody-Flycatcher   Todirostrum cinereum finitimum 

(2) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Eye-ringed Flatbill   Rhynchocyclus brevirostris brevirostris 

(4) 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1, 3 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 4 Tikal National Park 

18.1. 

Yellow-olive Flatbill   Tolmomyias sulphurescens cinereiceps 

(4) 1 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 4 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Stub-tailed Spadebill   Platyrinchus cancrominus 

(3) 1 Yaxha 16.1, 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Belted Flycatcher (NT)  Xenotriccus callizonus 

(1) 1 heard Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Black Phoebe   Sayornis nigricans aquaticus 

(1) 5 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Northern Tufted Flycatcher   Mitrephanes phaeocercus phaeocercus 

(2) 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher (NT)  Contopus cooperi 

(1) 2 Chajboac 7.1. 

Greater Pewee   Contopus pertinax 

(4) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1, 1 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Tropical Pewee   Contopus cinereus brachytarsus 

(2) 1 El Zur 9.1 and 1 Los Tarrales 10.1. 
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Yellow-bellied Flycatcher   Empidonax flaviventris 

(4) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Least Flycatcher   Empidonax minimus 

(5) 3 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and up to 1 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

Hammond's Flycatcher   Empidonax hammondii 

(3) 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Pine Flycatcher   Empidonax affinis vigensis 

(1) 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Social Flycatcher   Myiozetetes similis texensis 

(10) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 11.1, 2 Los 

Tarrales 12.1, 1 Finca El Pilar 14.1, 3 Tikal National Park 17.1, 5 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 5 Villa 

Maya 19.1. 

Great Kiskadee   Pitangus sulphuratus guatimalensis 

(10) 2 heard Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 2 El Zur 9.1, up to 2 Los Tarrales 10-12.1, 2 Lake atitlan 13.1, 

5 Yaxha 16.1, 6 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Boat-billed Flycatcher   Megarynchus pitangua 

(3) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 2 El Zur 9.1 and 2 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Tropical Kingbird   Tyrannus melancholicus satrapa 

(7) 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 1 Antigua area 14.1, up to 3 Tikal National Park 16-

18.1 and 4 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Couch's Kingbird   Tyrannus couchii 

(2) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Western Kingbird   Tyrannus verticalis 

(4) 20 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 20 El Zur 9.1, 5 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 5 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher   Tyrannus forficatus 

Observed 1 day(s) in total. 

Rufous Mourner   Rhytipterna holerythra holerythra 

(1) 2 Yaxha 16.1. 

Yucatan Flycatcher   Myiarchus yucatanensis navai 

(1) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Asht-throated Flycatcher                                         Myiarchus cinerascens 

(1) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher   Myiarchus tuberculifer 

(2) 2 Lake atitlan 12.1 and 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Nutting's Flycatcher   Myiarchus nuttingi 

(1) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Great Crested Flycatcher   Myiarchus crinitus 

(2) 1 heard Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and 1 Yaxha 16.1. 

Brown-crested Flycatcher   Myiarchus tyrannulus cooperi 

(3) 2 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 3 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Bright-rumped Attila   Attila spadiceus flammulatus 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

 

Manakins Pipridae 

Long-tailed Manakin   Chiroxiphia linearis 

(1) 3 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

White-collared Manakin   Manacus candei 

(2) 2 Finca las nubes 8.1 and 1 heard Villa Maya 19.1. 
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Red-capped Manakin   Ceratopipra mentalis mentalis 

(1) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

 

Tityras, Becards Tityridae 

Northern Royal Flycatcher   Onychorhynchus mexicanus mexicanus 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Sulphur-rumped Myiobius   Myiobius sulphureipygius sulphureipygius 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Masked Tityra   Tityra semifasciata personata 

(8) 2 El Zur 9.1, up to 2 Los Tarrales 10-12.1, up to 10 Tikal National Park 16-18.1, 10 Yaxha 16.1 and 

4 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Northern Schiffornis   Schiffornis veraepacis veraepacis 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Grey-collared Becard   Pachyramphus major 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Rose-throated Becard   Pachyramphus aglaiae 

(6) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 1 Los 

Tarrales 12.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

 

Vireos Vireonidae 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike   Cyclarhis gujanensis 

(1) 1 heard Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo   Vireolanius melitophrys 

(2) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 2 heard Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Green Shrike-Vireo   Vireolanius pulchellus pulchellus 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

White-eyed Vireo   Vireo griseus griseus 

(5) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 3 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 3 

Villa Maya 19.1. 

Mangrove Vireo   Vireo pallens 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Yellow-throated Vireo   Vireo flavifrons 

(5) 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 3 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 

18.1. 

Plumbeous Vireo   Vireo plumbeus montanus 

(1) 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Blue-headed Vireo   Vireo solitarius solitarius 

(5) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Los 

Tarrales 12.1. 

Warbling Vireo   Vireo gilvus 

(3) 4 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Philadelphia Vireo   Vireo philadelphicus 

(4) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 El Zur 9.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 16.1. 

Tawny-crowned Greenlet   Hylophilus ochraceiceps 

(2) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Lesser Greenlet   Hylophilus decurtatus decurtatus 

(3) 5 Yaxha 16.1, 10 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 20 Tikal National Park 18.1. 
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Crows, Jays, and Magpies Corvidae 

Black-throated Jay                                                

(1) 1 heard Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Bushy-crested Jay  

 Cyanolyca pumelo 

 

Cyanocorax melanocyaneus melanocyaneus 

(4) 5 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 5 Volcan Toliman 13.1, 3 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 3 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Green Jay   Cyanocorax luxuosus 

(1) 2 heard Villa Maya 19.1. 

Brown Jay   Psilorhinus morio morio 

(5) 5 Finca las nubes 8.1, up to 20 Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and 10 Villa Maya 19.1. 

White-throated Magpie-Jay   Calocitta formosa 

(5) 4 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 4 Los Tarrales 10.1, 10 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and Los Tarrales 

12.1. 

Steller's Jay   Cyanocitta stelleri coronata 

(1) 8 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 

Unicolored Jay   Aphelocoma unicolor unicolor 

(3) 4 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 6 Biotopo del Quetzal 6.1 and 6 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Northern Raven   Corvus corax 

(1) 1 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 
 

Silky-flycatchers Ptiliogonatidae 

Grey Silky-flycatcher   Ptiliogonys cinereus molybdophanes 

(3) 62 Volcan Toliman 13.1, 30 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 10 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 
 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

Mangrove Swallow   Tachycineta albilinea 

(2) 6 Villa Maya 18.1 and 5 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Violet-green Swallow   Tachycineta thalassina thalassina 

(3) 75 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 50 El Zur 9.1 and 10 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Black-capped Swallow   Notiochelidon pileata 

(2) 10 Fuentes Georginas 4.1 and 3 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow   Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

(8) 1 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 3 Los Tarrales 12.1, 2 Lake atitlan 13.1 

and up to 100 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica erythrogaster 

(2) 30 Lake atitlan 12.1 and 2 Lake atitlan 13.1. 
 

Kinglets Regulidae 

Golden-crowned Kinglet   Regulus satrapa clarus 

(1) 3 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 
 

Wrens Troglodytidae 

Band-backed Wren   Campylorhynchus zonatus 

(4) 4 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Rufous-backed Wren   Campylorhynchus capistratus 

(5) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 2 Los Tarrales 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 

and 2 Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Spot-breasted Wren   Pheugopedius maculipectus 

(5) 2 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 heard Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 

Tikal National Park 18.1. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/guatemala


Trip Report – RBL Guatemala - Central American Specialities & Highlands Extension 2019      29

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                     View more tours to Guatemala  

Cabanis's Wren   Cantorchilus modestus 

(3) 3 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 El Zur 9.1 and 1 heard Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

House Wren   Troglodytes aedon 

(7) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 

10.1, 1 Los Tarrales 11.1 and 2 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Rufous-browed Wren   Troglodytes rufociliatus 

(1) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1. 

White-bellied Wren   Uropsila leucogastra brachyura 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

White-breasted Wood Wren   Henicorhina leucosticta 

(1) 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Grey-breasted Wood Wren   Henicorhina leucophrys 

(3) 2 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 1 heard Finca El Pilar 15.1. 
 

Gnatcatchers Polioptilidae 

Long-billed Gnatwren   Ramphocaenus melanurus 

(2) 1 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Blue-grey Gnatcatcher   Polioptila caerulea 

(3) 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

White-lored Gnatcatcher   Polioptila albiloris albiloris 

(1) 6 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Tropical Gnatcatcher   Polioptila plumbea brodkorbi 

(1) 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 
 

Treecreepers Certhiidae 

Brown Creeper   Certhia americana 

(1) 3 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 
 

Mockingbirds and Thrashers Mimidae 

Grey Catbird   Dumetella carolinensis 

(3) 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Tikal National Park 16.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Tropical Mockingbird   Mimus gilvus gracilis 

(1) 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Blue-and-white Mockingbird   Melanotis hypoleucus 

(1) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 
 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

Eastern Bluebird   Sialia sialis guatemalae 

(4) 10 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1, 4 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 

14.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Brown-backed Solitaire   Myadestes occidentalis oberholseri 

(6) 2 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 heard El Zur 9.1, 1 heard Los Tarrales 

10.1, 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 2 heard Finca El Pilar 14.1. 

Slate-colored Solitaire   Myadestes unicolor 

(1) 1 heard Chajboac 7.1 and 1 heard Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush   Catharus aurantiirostris melpomene 

(2) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush   Catharus frantzii 

(1) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1. 
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Black-headed Nightingale-Thrush   Catharus mexicanus cantator 

(1) 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Spotted Nightingale-Thrush   Catharus dryas dryas 

(1) 1 heard Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Swainson's Thrush   Catharus ustulatus 

(2) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 5 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Wood Thrush (NT)  Hylocichla mustelina 

(6) 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 5 Yaxha 16.1, 5 Tikal National Park 17.1, 5 Tikal National 

Park 18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Black Thrush   Turdus infuscatus 

(2) 1 heard Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Clay-colored Thrush   Turdus grayi 

Observed 14 day(s) in total. 

White-throated Thrush   Turdus assimilis 

(3) 1 El Zur 9.1, 8 Los Tarrales 10.1 and 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Rufous-collared Thrush   Turdus rufitorques 

(3) 6 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1, 10 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 10 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 
 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus domesticus 

Observed 8 day(s) in total. 
 

Olive Warbler Peucedramidae 

Olive Warbler   Peucedramus taeniatus taeniatus 

(1) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1. 
 

Finches, Euphonias Fringillidae 

Hooded Grosbeak   Hesperiphona abeillei cobanensis 

(1) 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Lesser Goldfinch   Spinus psaltria colombianus 

(1) 10 El Zur 9.1. 

Pine Siskin   Spinus pinus perplexus 

(1) 1 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 

Black-headed Siskin   Spinus notatus notatus 

(3) 3 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 10 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 15 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Scrub Euphonia   Euphonia affinis affinis 

(1) 2 Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Yellow-throated Euphonia   Euphonia hirundinacea hirundinacea 

(6) Up to 8 Los Tarrales 9-11.1, up to 72 Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and 5 Yaxha 16.1. 

Elegant Euphonia   Euphonia elegantissima elegantissima 

(1) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Olive-backed Euphonia   Euphonia gouldi gouldi 

(4) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1, 6 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Blue-crowned Chlorophonia   Chlorophonia occipitalis 

(1) 2 heard El Zur 9.1. 
 

New World Warblers Parulidae 

Ovenbird   Seiurus aurocapilla aurocapilla 

(2) 1 Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 
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Worm-eating Warbler   Helmitheros vermivorum 

(3) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Louisiana Waterthrush   Parkesia motacilla 

(5) 2 Biotopo del Quetzal 6.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 

and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Golden-winged Warbler (NT)  Vermivora chrysoptera 

(2) 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Black-and-white Warbler   Mniotilta varia 

(13) 2 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 3 El 

Zur 9.1, 4 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 4 Volcan Toliman 13.1, 1 

Finca El Pilar 15.1, 5 Yaxha 16.1, 10 Tikal National Park 17.1, 4 Tikal National Park 18.1, 1 Villa 

Maya 18.1 and 3 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Crescent-chested Warbler   Oreothlypis superciliosa superciliosa 

(2) 2 Fuentes Georginas 4.1 and 3 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Tennessee Warbler   Leiothlypis peregrina 

(9) 5 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 20 El Zur 9.1, 30 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 

11.1, 20 Lake atitlan 12.1, 5 Volcan Toliman 13.1, 5 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 10 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Grey-crowned Yellowthroat   Geothlypis poliocephala 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

MacGillivray's Warbler   Geothlypis tolmiei monticola 

(3) 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Kentucky Warbler   Geothlypis formosa 

(3) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1, 3 Tikal National Park 18.1, 1 Villa Maya 18.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Common Yellowthroat   Geothlypis trichas 

(5) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 1 Lake atitlan 13.1, 2 Villa Maya 18.1 and 5 Villa Maya 

19.1. 

Hooded Warbler   Setophaga citrina 

(5) 1 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 5 Villa 

Maya 19.1. 

American Redstart   Setophaga ruticilla 

(5) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 5 Yaxha 16.1, 10 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 3 

Villa Maya 19.1. 

Northern Parula   Setophaga americana 

(2) 1 El Zur 9.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Tropical Parula   Setophaga pitiayumi inornata 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Magnolia Warbler   Setophaga magnolia 

(9) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 5 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Lake atitlan 

12.1, 5 Yaxha 16.1, 10 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 18.1 and 5 Villa Maya 19.1. 

American Yellow Warbler   Setophaga aestiva aestiva 

(7) 5 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 1 Lake atitlan 13.1, 3 Yaxha 16.1, 1 Tikal 

National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler   Setophaga pensylvanica 

(3) 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler   Setophaga caerulescens 

(1) 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1. 

Goldman's Warbler   Setophaga goldmani 

(1) 15 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/guatemala


Trip Report – RBL Guatemala - Central American Specialities & Highlands Extension 2019      32

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                     View more tours to Guatemala  

Grace’s Warbler 

(1) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 7.1. 

Townsend's Warbler  

 Setophaga gracei 

 

Setophaga townsendi 

(9) 5 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 2 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1, 5 Posada Montana Quetzal 

6.1, 1 Chajboac 7.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 5 Volcan Toliman 13.1, 5 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 

10 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Hermit Warbler   Setophaga occidentalis 

(4) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1 and 1 Los Andes 

Reserve 11.1. 

Golden-cheeked Warbler   Setophaga chrysoparia 

(1) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1. 

Black-throated Green Warbler   Setophaga virens 

(10) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 5 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 

3 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1, 1 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal 

National Park 17.1 and 1 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Rufous-capped Warbler   Basileuterus rufifrons 

(2) 1 El Zur 9.1 and 2 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Golden-browed Warbler   Basileuterus belli scitulus 

(3) 5 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 1 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Golden-crowned Warbler   Basileuterus culicivorus culicivorus 

(3) 6 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Wilson's Warbler   Cardellina pusilla pusilla 

(11) 5 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 2 Biotopo del Quetzal 6.1, 2 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 4 

Finca las nubes 8.1, 5 El Zur 9.1, 4 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 10 

Volcan Toliman 13.1, 10 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 5 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Pink-headed Warbler   Cardellina versicolor 

(1) 3 Fuentes Georginas 4.1. 

Slate-throated Whitestart   Myioborus miniatus 

(7) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 1 Chajboac 7.1, 2 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 

Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 3 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

 

Family uncertain Incertae Sedis 2 

Yellow-breasted Chat   Icteria virens 

(1) 2 El Zur 9.1. 

 

Troupials and Allies Icteridae 

Eastern Meadowlark   Sturnella magna 

(1) 2 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 

Yellow-billed Cacique   Amblycercus holosericeus holosericeus 

(1) 1 Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Chestnut-headed Oropendola   Psarocolius wagleri wagleri 

(2) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1 and 10 Chajboac 7.1. 

Montezuma Oropendola   Psarocolius montezuma 

(3) Up to 50 Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and 2 Yaxha 16.1. 

Yellow-backed Oriole   Icterus chrysater chrysater 

(1) 5 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1. 

Altamira Oriole   Icterus gularis 

(5) 5 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1, 2 El Zur 9.1, 4 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 2 
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Los Tarrales 12.1. 

Streak-backed Oriole   Icterus pustulatus 

(2) 5 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1 and 5 El Zur 9.1. 

Baltimore Oriole   Icterus galbula 

(10) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, up to 20 Los Tarrales 9-12.1, 5 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, Lake 

atitlan 13.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1, 10 Finca El Pilar 15.1, 5 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Spot-breasted Oriole   Icterus pectoralis 

(4) 1 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 2 Los Tarrales 

12.1. 

Bar-winged Oriole   Icterus maculialatus 

(1) 3 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Black-vented Oriole   Icterus wagleri wagleri 

(2) 1 Lake atitlan 13.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Black-cowled Oriole   Icterus prosthemelas prosthemelas 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Orchard Oriole   Icterus spurius 

(8) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 20 El Zur 9.1, 5 Los Tarrales 10.1, 10 Lake atitlan 12.1, Lake atitlan 13.1, 1 

Finca El Pilar 15.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Bronzed Cowbird   Molothrus aeneus aeneus 

(2) 1 El Zur 9.1 and 25 Lake atitlan 12.1. 

Melodious Blackbird   Dives dives 

(8) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 4 Finca las nubes 8.1, 10 El Zur 9.1, 10 Los Tarrales 10.1 and up to 

20 Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

Great-tailed Grackle   Quiscalus mexicanus mexicanus 

Observed 15 day(s) in total. 

 

Buntings, Sparrows and Allies Emberizidae 

Rufous-collared Sparrow   Zonotrichia capensis septentrionalis 

(5) 10 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, Lake atitlan 13.1, 2 Finca El 

Pilar 14.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Yellow-eyed Junco   Junco phaeonotus alticola 

(1) 20 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 

Stripe-headed Sparrow   Peucaea ruficauda 

(1) 1 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Spotted Towhee   Pipilo maculatus repetens 

(1) 5 Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1. 

Prevost's Ground Sparrow   Melozone biarcuata biarcuata 

(1) 1 heard Los Tarrales 10.1. 

White-eared Ground Sparrow   Melozone leucotis occipitalis 

(2) 1 El Zur 9.1 and 1 heard Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Green-backed Sparrow   Arremonops chloronotus chloronotus 

(2) 1 heard Tikal National Park 17.1 and 1 heard Villa Maya 19.1. 

Common Bush Tanager   Chlorospingus flavopectus 

(5) 1 Biotopo del Quetzal 6.1, 10 Chajboac 7.1, 20 Ranchitos del Quetzal 7.1, 5 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 

Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 5 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 
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Tanagers and Allies Thraupidae 

Black-throated Shrike-Tanager   Lanio aurantius 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Crimson-collared Tanager   Ramphocelus sanguinolentus 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

Passerini's Tanager   Ramphocelus passerinii 

(1) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

Blue-grey Tanager   Thraupis episcopus cana 

(3) 5 Los Tarrales 11.1, 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Yellow-winged Tanager   Thraupis abbas 

(8) 2 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 10 El Zur 9.1, up to 30 Los Tarrales 9-12.1, 1 Yaxha 16.1, 2 Tikal 

National Park 17.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Cabanis's Tanager (EN)  Tangara cabanisi 

(1) 6 Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

Golden-hooded Tanager   Tangara larvata 

(1) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Red-legged Honeycreeper   Cyanerpes cyaneus carneipes 

(7) 20 El Zur 9.1, up to 50 Los Tarrales 10-12.1, 10 Tikal National Park 17.1, 2 Tikal National Park 

18.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer   Diglossa baritula montana 

(2) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Black-headed Saltator   Saltator atriceps atriceps 

(7) 3 Chajboac 7.1, 2 El Zur 9.1, 10 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Los Andes Reserve 11.1, 2 Los Tarrales 12.1, 2 

Tikal National Park 17.1 and 2 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Buff-throated Saltator   Saltator maximus 

(1) 2 Finca las nubes 7.1. 

Greyish Saltator   Saltator coerulescens 

(3) 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 1 Los Tarrales 12.1 and 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1. 

Blue-black Grassquit   Volatinia jacarina splendens 

(1) 1 heard Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

White-collared Seedeater   Sporophila torqueola 

(5) 10 Finca las nubes 8.1, 2 Lake atitlan 12.1, 1 Tikal National Park 17.1, 1 Tikal National Park 18.1 

and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

 

Cardinals and Allies Cardinalidae 

Flame-colored Tanager   Piranga bidentata sanguinolenta 

(2) 2 Volcan Toliman 13.1 and 1 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Hepatic Tanager   Piranga hepatica 

(1) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1. 

Summer Tanager   Piranga rubra rubra 

(11) 1 Posada Montana Quetzal 6.1, 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 3 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los 

Andes Reserve 11.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1, up to 2 Tikal National Park 16-18.1, 3 

Yaxha 16.1 and 1 Villa Maya 19.1. 

Rose-throated Tanager   Piranga roseogularis 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Western Tanager   Piranga ludoviciana 

(7) 1 Fuentes Georginas 4.1, 10 El Zur 9.1, 3 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Lake atitlan 12.1, 10 Volcan Toliman 

13.1, 2 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 5 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 
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White-winged Tanager   Piranga leucoptera leucoptera 

(5) 1 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 El Zur 9.1, 3 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Los Andes Reserve 11.1 and 1 Los 

Tarrales 12.1. 

Red-crowned Ant Tanager   Habia rubica rubicoides 

(2) 2 Tikal National Park 17.1 and 4 Tikal National Park 18.1. 

Red-throated Ant Tanager   Habia fuscicauda 

(3) 4 Finca las nubes 8.1, 1 Los Tarrales 12.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak   Pheucticus ludovicianus 

(5) 1 El Zur 9.1, up to 20 Los Tarrales 10-12.1 and Lake atitlan 13.1. 

Grey-throated Chat   Granatellus sallaei boucardi 

(1) 1 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Black-faced Grosbeak   Caryothraustes poliogaster 

(1) 4 Finca las nubes 8.1. 

Blue Bunting   Cyanocompsa parellina parellina 

(2) 2 Yaxha 16.1 and 2 Tikal National Park 17.1. 

Blue Grosbeak   Passerina caerulea chiapensis 

(1) 2 El Zur 9.1. 

Indigo Bunting   Passerina cyanea 

(4) 10 El Zur 9.1, 2 Los Tarrales 10.1, 1 Finca El Pilar 14.1 and 2 Finca El Pilar 15.1. 

Varied Bunting   Passerina versicolor 

(1) 2 Talpetate, Rio Motagua 6.1. 

Painted Bunting (NT)  Passerina ciris pallidior 

(4) 2 El Zur 9.1, 1 Los Tarrales 10.1, 5 Lake atitlan 12.1 and Lake atitlan 13.1. 

 

 

Mammals (12 in total: 12 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Howler, Spider, and Woolly Monkeys Atelidae 

Yucatán Black Howler Monkey   Alouatta pigra 

(3) Observed Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and Yaxha 16.1. 

Geoffroy's Spider Monkey   Ateles geoffroyi 

(3) Observed Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and Yaxha 16.1. 

 

Agoutis Dasyproctidae 

Central American Agouti   Dasyprocta punctata 

(7) Observed Los Tarrales 9-12.1 and observed Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 

Mexican Gray Squirrel   Sciurus aureogaster 

(1) Lake Atitlan 12.1. 

Deppe's Squirrel   Sciurus deppei 

(3) Fuentes Georginas 4.1, Chajboac 7.1 and Los Tarrales 10.1. 

Variegated Squirrel   Sciurus variegatoides 

(3) Observed Los Tarrales 10-12.1. 
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Yucatan Squirrel   Sciurus yucatanensis 

(3) Yaxha 16.1, Tikal National Park 17.1 and Tikal National Park 18.1. 

 

Wolves, Coyote, Foxes, Jackals Canidae 

Grey Fox   Urocyon cinereoargenteus 

(2) Yaxha 16.1 and Tikal National Park 17.1. 

 

Weasels, Skunks, Otters Mustelidae 

Long-tailed Weasel   Mustela frenata 

(2) Todos Santos Cuchamatán Regional Park 5.1 and El Zur 9.1. 

 

Racoons and relatives Procyonidae 

White-nosed Coati   Nasua narica 

(4) Los Tarrales 12.1, observed Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and Yaxha 16.1. 

 

Deer Cervidae 

White-tailed Deer   Odocoileus virginianus 

(4) Observed Los Tarrales 9-12.1. 

 

New World Leaf-nosed Bats Phyllostomidae 

Gray Short-tailed Bat   Carollia subrufa 

(1) Los Tarrales 9.1. 

 

 

Reptiles (5 in total: 5 seen) 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Iguanas Iguanidae 

Brown Basilisk   Basiliscus vittatus 

(1) Los Andes Reserve 11.1. 

North American Spiny Lizard Phrynosomatidae 

Rose-bellied Lizard                                                  Scleroporus variabilis 

(3) Tikal National Park 16-18.1. 

Dactyloidae Anoles 

Ghost Anole                                                              Norops lemurinus 

(1) Tikal National Park 16.1. 

Teiidae Whiptails 

Giant Whiptail                                                          Aspidoscelis motaguae 

(1) Los Tarrales 9.1. 

 

Crocodiles and relatives Crocodylidae 

Morelet’s Crocodile  Crocodylus moreletii 

(3) Observed Tikal National Park 16-18.1 and Villa Maya 18.1. 
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