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ASSESSMENT, INVENTORY AND MONITORING 
(AIM)

▶ Herrick, Jeffrey E., et al. "Monitoring 
manual for grassland, shrubland and 
savanna ecosystems (2005).

▶ http://www.landscapetoolbox.org/
▶ Stratified, random sample design
▶ Provides collection sites across the 

landscape
▶ Database for Inventory, 

Monitoring and Assessment 
(DIMA)

▶ Terrestrial Assessment, Inventory 
and Monitoring Database 
(TerrADat)



DIGITAL HERBARIA



▶ Habitat Assessment 
Framework (HAF)

▶ Trend, Legacy

▶ Emergency Stabilization and 
Rehabilitation (ESR)

▶ Landscape Monitoring 
Framework (LMF) (NRI)

▶ LANDFIRE (Biophysical 
Setting – BPS)

ADDITIONAL DATASETS



▶ Target species list (“work horse”, pollinator species, sage 
grouse preferred forbs) (see SOS protocol)

▶ Current collection data (if available)

▶ Spatial information of vegetation treatments, and other “no 
go” areas

▶ DIMA reports

▶ Herbarium shapefiles

WHAT YOU’LL NEED



▶ Run a Species Report 
or Species Richness 
Report to correlate 
species with 
particular sites

▶ Run LPI Report for 
select sites with 
target species

▶ Use pivot tables!

▶ Join all these data to 
a plot shapefile 
(whether that’s from 
TerrADat or DIMA)

DATABASE FOR INVENTORY, MONITORING 
AND ASSESSMENT





Retrieving Herbarium Data
▶ Download data as kmz or kml files

▶ Join to AIM data layer



WORK SMARTER, NOT HARDER

▶ Choose parameters that are important to you
• >25% foliar cover for shrubs
• >15% foliar cover for grasses
• >5% foliar cover for forbs

▶ ~ 1 mile or less from herbarium vouchers
▶ Sites with identified target forbs



This is all good, but…



What about forbs?



COMMUNICATE!
▶ Familiarize crews with 

SOS protocol

▶ Incidental collections 
based on hikes TO plots

▶ Populations adjacent to 
plots

▶ Send SOS crews out with 
AIM crews

▶ MOTIVATE!



Benefits
▶ Provides greater spatial distribution of collections

▶ Greater genetic diversity

▶ Unique collections

▶ Long term collection strategies



Questions?
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