Preserving Biodiversity
using local ecotypes in
Maryland




Maryland Experiences with
Local Ecotype Native Species (LENS)
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Where have all the flowers gone?
from Marylamnd




Lomg tme ... PaASSIng
Why Maryland perenmials are declimimg?



Gone to ... graveyards
Where to fimd Maryland peremmizals



RIP 21 species of MD Butterflies



Example: Monarch Way Station’s Seed Kits



(not native in MD)
Indian blanket (Gaillardia pulchella)
purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)

scarlet sage (Salvia coccinea)
Mexican sunflower (Tithonia rotundifolia)
zinnia, dahlia mix (Zinnia elegans)






><Not MD native

What about widespread
native species?

Can local ecotypes be
recognized?




Cam local ecoltypes /
Example:
Phaseolus polystachios

Kisha & Egan, in Prep.



Using thhe remmant fllora
fmding peremmizl seed

Experiences with declining species



Some species are
easier to propagate
by : bulbs, corms,
rhizomes, cuttings



Germinating peremmial seed

Experiences with declining species



Propagating peremnmial seedlimgs

Experiences with declining species



Experience : Growers off LIENS firom seed

Labor intensive and limited production
requires volunteers to make the plants



Chesapeake Bay Watershed (CBW)

Montgomery, Anne Arundel and Prince
George’s Counties

Projected annual CNI increase ~20 spp.
requires considerable research and
search for reliable ecotype material



LENS growers im Marylamd



Conclusions



questions



The preceding presentation was delivered at the

2017 National Native Seed Conference
Washington, D.C. February 13-16, 2017

This and additional presentations available at http://nativeseed.info




