i

v

i

i

]

1

|

| - :
e

i1

e “ ‘J/APANESE STUDIES ON MANCHURIA' \,

Volume XI_Part 3,

o

<L ]

Book C _ T

_§MALL /ARS AND BORDER PROBLEMS_

THE NOMONHAN INCIDENT. | ' .

anTE N
C/5 Nov 8 SG C ™

\

PREPARED BY /
HEADQUARTERS, USAFFE -~ :;
i AND EIGHTH U.S. ARMY (REAR) ‘

DISTRIBUTED BY AN
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY / -

| o
{ [ )
',1"_"" DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
| o=

>
US ARMY INFANTRY HUMAN RESEAR_il UN, ,/ 1l
P. C. box 2086 : o & |

Fort Benning, Georgia




p———

EDITOR'S PREFACE

Part 1 of Volume XI in the series of Japanese Studies
on Manchuria deals with border problems, clashes, and policies.
Part 2 treats border garrisons and fortifications, Part 3 was
divided into three books for production reasons: Book A deals
exclusively with the Changkufeng Incident; Books B and C, with
the Nomonhan Incident.

Prefatory data and acknowledgments pertaining to the
Nomonhan Incident are presented in Book B.

5 November 1956
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CHAPTER 9

NBi OFFENSIVES

Activation of Sixth Ainm

On 4 August 1939, IGHQ ordered the activation of Sixth Army
Headquarters, under Lt. Gen. Rippei Ogisu.l The Chief of Staff
of the new Army was to be Maj. Gen. Tetsukuma Fujimoto; the sen-
lor staff officer, Col. Sueo Hamada. On 12 August, the Command-
ing General and his key staff members reached Hailar from their

various duty stations; next day they arrived at the locale of the

Nomonhan battles. After inspecting the front-line situation, Gen.

Ogisu trenamitted the following message to Hsinking:
T0: CG, Kwantung Army
FROM: CG, Sixth Amy

1. Inspected battlefront this day (13
Aug). Officers and men are in excellent
spirits,

2. Enemy has been launching minor sal-
lies daily. In particular, artillery bombard-
ment and aerial attacks against ground targets
have been repeated,

3. Sixth Army plans to develop resili-
ency in its om future offensive, by avoiding
local counterattacks, and by endeavoring to

1, The activation of the Sixth Army was effected in accordance
with the annual revision of IGHQ's Armmy Expansion Guide. Previous-
ly, on 19 May 39, Fifth Army Headquarters had also been established

in Manchuria, - Ed.
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complete fortifications and winter-quarter fa-
cilities as early as possible.

Soviet Gountercffensive

Previous discussion has indicated that the Intelligence Section
of Kwantung dmmy Headquarters fully anticipated that an enemy offen-
sive would be launched about the l4th or 15th of August, but nothing
was known concerning the scope or strength of the assault. The Kwan-
tung Ammy believed that the enemy offensive could be checked by
strengthening fortifications, by replenishing combat effectivness,
and by reinforcing the front with heavy artillery units and elements
of the 7th Divieion, '

On 9-10 August, enemy forces attacked Japanese front-line posi-
tions on both sides of the Holsten River. Powerful units of infan-
try, artillery, and armor struck from the direction of the river
confluence, but retreated when they ran into the Japanese position-
al defenses. Behind them, the Soviets left about 500 dead; friend-
ly casualties totaled approximately 60. For the first time during
the Nomonhan Incident, the Japanese realized the advantages of fight-
ing from fixed positions, and sustained their defense with confidence.
The enemy assault, however, was on too small a scale to be consider-
ed the all-out August offensive. It was believed that the attacks
were merely feelers preceding the main offensive.

The Kwantung Army did not have very long to wait. On the morn-
ing of 21 August, the following report was received from the 23d
Divisions
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T0s COFS, Kwantung Army
FROMs CCrS, 23d Division
1. Since this morning (20 August), enemy

activities suddenly intensified. Foe has launch-
ed an offensive along almost entire front,

2. Opposite units guarding sector morth of
Honjinganga, enemy completed deployment of about
1,000 infantry ani cavalry, 50 tanks, and 10-o0dd
artillery pieces, after which he commenced at-
tack at 1200 hours, Main force afterwards ap-
proa;.hed Lake Garot (16 kms. west of Chiangchun-
niao).

The company-size Manchukuoan Army cavalry unit on the extreme
right flank of the Nomonhan front, at Honjinganga, was badly defeat-
ed and retreated eastward. The enemy appeared to be attempting an
advance upon the Chiangchunmiao area from the outer flank of the
Japanese positions. (See Map No. 22). At Kwantung Army Hesdquar-
tars, on 21 August, another message was received, this time from the
Sixth Army Commander:2

T0s 0G, Kwantung Army
FROMs G, Sixth Army

Judging from battle situation prevalling
since 20 Augus.t, enemy's forward elements which
have appeared on 23d Division front consist of
at least two infantry divisions plus mechanized

units. At present, main objective appears to
- be sector south of Hdolaten River.

2. Affidavit of Lt. Gen. Rippei Ogisu, IMIFE, Transcript, 26
Iay 47’ p. 23,031. - E.
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Gen. Ogisu, the Sixth Army Commander, has stated that he was at
Hailar on 20 August when an aerial message was conveyed to him, to
the effect that combined Quter Mongolian and Soviet forces, composed
primarily of armor, had made inroads into Manchukuoan territory along
seven separate roads. On 21 August, the Sixth Army Chlef of Staff
was sent to the front; Gen. Ogisu himself reached the battle sone on
the 23d, and endeavored to chuck the enemy advance.

Going over the reports from the battle front, Kwantung Army
Headquarters noted that the extreme right flank had been penetrated,
while the primary target of the eneay's current offensive seemed to
be the region south of the Holsten, on the Japanese left flank. All
in all, it seemed to be the beginning of a gensral offensive. Count-
ing only the forward units, the enemy seemed to have committed no
less than two infantry divisions, but inclusion of his secondary
strength would probably increase the total to three or four infan-
try divisions, The Intelligence Section had so far estimated enemy
strength at a maximum of 2-3 infantry divisions and 2-3 tank bri-
gades, but Army Headquarters believed that the foe had committed
twice those numbers. Past experience suggested that at least 4-5
Soviet tank brigades were in action.

Prior to the commencement of the enemy offensive, intelligence
reports indicated that the Soviets would have to use trucks across

distances as great as 600 kilometers. Intercepted radic messages
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showed that enemy front-line forces were apparently encountering ex-
treme difficulties in securing supplies. From this information,
Kwantung Army Headquarters concluded that there were certain obvi-
ous limits imposed upon the strength that the enemy could coumit to
battle at Nomonhan.

According to reports transmitted after 20 August by the Sixth
Army and the 23d Division, the gencral impression of the enemy of-
fensive was that it had occurred at the expecte.d time and in the
anticipated manner. Kwantung Army Headquarters' contemporary esti-
mate may be summarized as follows:

1. The positions on the 23d Division
front have already been reinforced and are
fairly strong.

2. Although the Manchukuoan Amy's
Heingan Division, located midway between
Handagai and the main force of the 23d Divi-
sion, has been destroyed by thg enemy offen-
sive, the Shihlan Detachment /Chingan Divi-
sion, hq: Tsitsihap/ has relieved the Hsin-
gan Division and has already occupied its
positions.

3. The Morita /14th/ Brigade of the
7th Division (now being assembled in the
vicinity of Chiangchunmiac) can be immedi-
"ately committed to battle.
4., With the comp :¢lon of the organi-
zation of the Sixth Ammy Headquarters, field
command channels have become more efficlent.
It was expected that the newly activated Sixth Army would be
able to render highly satisfactory command over the present situ-

ation,
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Alr Activities

Fnemy aircraft were so extremely active on 20-21 August that
it was doubtful if the Japanese Air Force still retained actual con-
trol of the skies over Nomonhan., It will be recalled that a Japa-
nese air offensive against Soviet bases in Outer Mongolia had been
authorized by Tokyo on 7 August. For two days after the Soviet of-
fensive was launched on 20 August, the Kwantung Amy managed to
mount 160-plane raids against Madat and Tamsag, in the course of
which about 100 Sovist aircraft were destroyed at a cost of 1i.

(See Chapter 8). Although the results were obviously excellent, it
was apparent that the overtaxed Japanese airmen had suffered great
fatigue. Some of the operations staff officers suggest~d several
days' rest for the air units, lest mastery of the air over the No-
monhan battle zone be lost to the foe, The staff officers in charge
of air operations insisted, however, that support must be provided
for the ground forces and that the air force should not rest while
decisive ground battles were being waged.

From 22 August, the enemy's aerial tactics differed from his
preceding pattern, Small formations of Soviet aircraft now frequent-
ly rendered close ground support, taking advantage of the intervals
betwaen interception flights by Japanese fighters, Kwantung Amy
Headquarters judged that the Soviet Air Force was committing its en-
tire Far Eastem combat strength in support of the decisive ground

cmp‘mo
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Kwantung Army Command
When the clearly foreseen Soviet ofiensive was finally l_.nch-

od on 20 August, Kwantung Army Headquarters felt that it had done
everything possible to cope with it., Nevertheless, on 23 August,
the decision was made to move the 7th Division to Hailar, in anti-
cipation of attacks by forces larger than previously expected. The
sunmary of this decision was wired to the Deputy Chief of Staff,
who was then at the battle front:
T0: DCOFS, Kwantung Amy
FROM: CG, Kwantung Army
SUBJ: Kwantung Army Opns Order No. 134, Summary
1. 7th Division (less elements attached
to Sixth Amy), with river-crossing materiel,
will concentrate at Hailar, and will be placed
under Kwantung Armmy command,
2. Third and Fourth arwies will each pro-
vide four antitank companies, which will be
placed under command of 7th Division at Hailar.
3. 29th Infantry Battalion [forganic to 3d
Independent Garrison Unit at Tsitsihar/ will be
placed under command of Sixth Amy, at Handagai.

4. 3d Signal Regiment Commander will con-
trol following units, under command of Sixth
Amy, at Hailar:

1st Prov Fld Sig Co
1st thr 4th Prov liireless FPlats
One mbl rep sec
Measures affecting the 7th Division and other unite (Operations

Order No. 134, above) were initiated prior to the receipt of any ad-
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verse situation reports from Sixth Army Headquarters. At the time,
in fact, Gen, Ogisu had dispatched the following message to Hsin-
king:

T0: CG, Kwantung Army

FROM: CG, Sixth Army

1. Vithout concentrating attack at any
individual point, enemy intends ‘o envelop us
from our tianks, but his offensive effective-
ness is weak. FEnemy artillery fire diminish-
ed after reaching a climax on afternoon of 23
August Eodaﬂ Sixth Army has voluntarily
withdrawn its left flank, in prepara%tion for
future /Japanese/ offensive. uur positions
in other areas are being strengthened.

Set your mind at ease.

2. Sixth Amy will strike enemy tcmorrow
(24 August), as scheduled.

3. Fnemy's harassing movements in our
rear /west of Lake Abutar_a] are of no signifi-
cance and pose no problem.

4, Although considerable damage has ap-
parently been inflicted by enemy artillery fire,
morale of our troops is very high.

5, I have been on battlefieid since 20 Au-
gust, directing combat.3

Gen. Ogisu's message indicates that the Japanese field forces
apparently belittled the foe. Very shortly afterwards, however, the

enemy unlcashed a terrific offensive, which alarmed the Kwantung Army

3. Cp. Gen. Ogisu's previous recollection that he himself did
not reach the battle front until 23 August. - Ed.
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Command. Gen. Ueda thereupon sent the Deputy Chief of Staff (Gen.
Yano) and staff kaj. Tsuji to the front. On 24 August, the Com-
manding General, Sixth Amy, was ordered to assume control of the
7th Division as soon as it arrived at Hailar.

Sixth Army Counteroffensive
Sixth Armmy Headquarters, located south of Chiangchunmiao, work-

ed out the following counteroffensive plan, in close co-operation

with the 23d Division:

1. Positions in the right flank area will
be secured by the Ioki Unit (23d Cavalry Regi-
ment), the Yamagata Unit (64th Infantry Regi-
ment), and the Sumi Unit (26th Infantry Regi-
ment), as well as by elements of heavy and field
artillery.

2. Key positions south of the Holsten Riv-
er will be secured by the Morita Unit (7lst In-
fantry Regiment), which will be reinforced by an
element (the /three-battalion/ Hasebe Unit) Srom
the 8th Border Garrison Unit.

3. The Commanding General, 23d Division,
will control the following units, and will, by
offensive operations, destroy cnemy forces mov-
ing toward our left flank area:

Right wing: 72d Inf Regt (CO, Col.
Mikio Sakal), under Maj.
Gen. Kobayashi

Left wing: Three bns, 7th Div, under
Maj. Gen, Morita

Reserve:  Yotsuya Bn (IGU)
Artillery: Five FA btries

Two 15-cm. how btries
Tvo 10-cm. gun btries
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4s The counteroffensive will commence at
dawn, 2 August.

On the night of 23 August, the 23d Division started to move up,
reaching jump-off positions along the line of Hill 752 by next morn-
ing. (Sese Map No. 23). No time was found, however, to reconmiter
the enemy defenses, In the forward movement, the Division Commander
was accompanied by the Chief of Staff of the Sixth Amy (Maj. Gen.
Fujimoto) and by a Kwantung Ammy liaison officer (Maj. Tsuji).

While the main body of the 23d Division was commencing its com-
bat deployment, thick fog suddenly drifted over the battlefield,
hindering the artillery; but the infantry pushed forward without en-
countering enemy fire. The fog lifted in about an hour, but by noon
the forwardmost elements had bogged down immediately in front of the
eneny's front line. Despite intensive Japanese artillery fire a-
gainst the hostile positions, the enemy returned a far heavier bar-
rage.

Near the Holsten River, enemy armor counterattacked the right
flank of the advancing Japanese. At about 1400 hours, the Japanese
right wing appeared to have stormed the enemy positions, but com-
minication with these forces was thereafter cut off completely.

When contact with the Morita (l4th) Brigade, on the left flank, was

also severed, the battle situation became precarious for the Japa-

nese.

Several enemy vanks had meanwhile penetrated the front lines
and driven toward the vicinity of Division Headquarters. One Ja~
panese field artillery battery barely managed to repulse the Soviet
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tanks, whereupon three formations of enemy aircraft (30 planes per
vave) repeatedly raked Divisional Headquartsrs at low altitude, in-
flicting some losses.

At about 1600 hours, friendly bombers apreared, but attacked
by mistake the train units of Division Headquarters. Great damage
was caused to some dozen trvcks, and a considerable number of per-
sonnel casualties were incurred.

Toward sunset, telephonic contact was made with Gen. Kobayashi's
headquarters on the right flank, under extremely difficult conditions.
The tragic news was now learned that the Japanese had assaulted the
enemy positions at about noon but had been counterattacked by massive
eneny armor, and had lost the brigade commander himself (Gen. Ko-
bayashi, missing in action at the time), the regimsntal commander
(Col. Sakai, wounded), and almost every battalion and company com-
mander,

On the left flank, Gen. Morita now reported that although his
forces were already deployed along the front, he had not been able
to attack, because of heavy enemy artillery fire and a shortage of
water supplies. The Morita force had therefore held up approximate-
1y 500 meters away from the enemy positions,

Upon receipt of tlﬁao reports, Gen. Komatsubara evinced deep
anxiety, while the Sixth Army Chisf of Staff appeared bewildered.

be When Maj. Gen. Kotoku Sato, the former commander of the 2d
Sector Unit, 8th BGU, arrived from Hailar to replace the critically
wounded Gen. Kobayashi, he was impressed by the "atmosphere of death®
sl‘u;nsz.ung at 23d Division Headqaarters. Sato Interview, Tokyo, 3
. - E.
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MAP NO. 23
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Shortly after sunset, a party of officers and men suddsnly fell
back from the direction of the right flank. The rattle situation in
that area was extremely unfavorable, and further Japanese attacks
were utterly impossible. Army staff Maj. Tsujli therefore directed
the withdraival of the previously mentioned group and, by dawn on 25
August, had concentrated it around the site of Division Headquarters,
where it became the divisional reser*m.5

On 25 August, the Japanese offensive was resumed along the left
flank (the Morita sector). The attack failed because of Gen. Morita's
lack of aggressive fighting spirit, and because of the loss of combat
effectivensss in his units (due to casualties).

It was cecided, on 26 August, to suspend the offensive for the
time being, while awaiting reinforcements from the 7th Division.
Forward elements were accordingly withdrawn to the line of departure
as of the morning of 24 August. (See Map No. 23).

Meanwhile, on the right flank, Ful Heights had been attacked by
the enemy in superior strength since the evening of 23 August, and
the key defenses had been destroyed. During the night of 24 August,
Lt. Col. Ioki, the 23d Cavalry Regiment Commander, abandoned his
positions without orders and pulled back to the east, Enemy forces

thereupon enveloped the Japanese right flank in a broad sweeping

5, The Yotsuya Battalion had presumably been already committed
to battle, leaving no other infantry reserves available., - Ed.
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maneuver, and gradually penetrated to the rear, in the vicinity of
Chiangchunmiao. Japanese positions on the right side of the Hol-
sten River were barely secured on 25 August, with the support of
friendly artillery fire.

On the front of the Yamagata Unit (&4th Infantry Regiment),
the enemy thrusts were severe throughout 25 August, but the unit
clung tenaciously to its positions. Hand-to-hand combat raged a-

gainst frequent enemy penetrations,

Aftermath of Unguccessful Offensive
The Sixth Army had launched its offensive with every expecta-

tion of ultimate success, Nevertheless, the attacks had failed to
eliminate enemy forces on the southern bank of the Holsten River,
In addition, the outer flank of the main Japanese defense lines
along the northern shores of the Holsten had already collapsed, and
the key points were in danger,

On 23 August, Kwantung Army Headquarters had already moved the
7th Division up to Hailar and assigned it to the Sixth Amy. Since
it was felt at the time that developments might not progress exactly
as desired, Headquarters considered the dispatch of additional rein-
forcements. In view of the situation prevailing by the 25th of the
month, certain Army staff officers suggested that two more infantry
divisions (the 2d and the 4th) should be immediately sent to the

front. These recommendations were not implemented, however,
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for fear that the commitment of two divisions would effect a funda-
mental change in the over-all strategic concept for the defense of
Manchukuo, Kwantung Armmy Headquarters therefore agreed upon a wait-
and-see policy for the time being, Col., Terada, the Operations Sec-
tion chief, dispatched the following wire to staff officer Tsuji at
the front:

1. In view of general sitvation, it is
deemed necessary to deal stunuing blow to en-
emy forces occupying right bank of Halha Riv-

er.

2. As you perhaps know, Sixth Amy has
already been reinforced by main strength of
7th Division plus eight antitank gun companies.
At Hailar, 7th Division will arrive by evening
of 25th; four AT companies, by evening of 26
August; remaining four AT companies by evening

of 27th. Other units will reach front in suc-
cession,

3. It is hoped that you will notify us
immediately of your opinion regarding necessi-
ty of sending reinforcements of divisional or
other size, in addition to units mentioned in
Para. 2, above.

Maj. Tsuji had already left for the front when Col. Terada's
wire arrived, The Chief of Staff, Sixth Amy, therefore handled
the matter and wired the following reply, which was received at
Kwantung Ammy Headquarters at 1850 hours on 25 August:

T0: Chief, lst Sec, Kwantung Amy
FROM: COFS, Sixth Army

1. I fully concur as to necessity of
dealing stunning blow to enemy.
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2. In view of combat effectiveness of our
front-line forces vs. enemy strength, I believe
that dispatch of another elite division as rein-
forcenent (in addition to main strength of 7th
Division) is necessary to expedite successful
execution of offensive p.an.

Also request that special consideration
be given to additional supply of antitank weapons
and ammunition.

3. Please notify us immediately whether re-
quirement mentioned in Para. 2 above will be met,
as it has great bearing upon present conduct of
combat operations.

Maj. Teuji returned to Hsinking on the evening of 26 August
and reported to the Kwantung Ammy Commander and headquarters staff
officers concerning the actual battlefield situation. The report
indicated that the enemy's strength exceeded previous estimates by
far. PFrom his trip to the front, Maj. Tsuji brought back a map
which had been taken from the corpse of an enemy officer. Accord-
ing to this map, the enemy's front-line strength appeared to total
three infantry divisions, five tank brigades, and several groups
of corps artillery. Second-line forces amounted to perhaps two in-
fantry divisions and 1-2 tank brigades. Gen. Gun Hashimoto adds
that, in the front-line fighting, the Soviets committed several
nundred aircraft, a regiment of Army General Reserve artillery, sev-
eral regiments of Army corps artillery, and two uivisions of Outer

6

Mongolian cavalry. Gen. Ogisu later stated that the Russians used

6. DMTTE, Transcript, 20 May 47, p. 22,599. - Ed.
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about 500 tanks on the right bank of the Hllhl.7

The enemy was employing powerful medium armor, instead of the
light tanks which had been destroyed by Molotov cocktails (earlier
in the Incident). The new medium tanks were particularly charac-
terized by effective high-velocity guns. All in all, the enemy was
overwhelmingly superior, outnumbering the Japanese by more than 3:l.
Enemy strength, in fact, was twice that of the estimates previously
prepared by the Kwantung Amy Intelligence Section.

Soviet Army data on the opposing strengths at Nomonhan in late
August have recently become avallable. This information is present-
od in Table 22 and Maps No. 24 and 25.

Crisis
In the face of the major Soviet offensive effort unleashed in

August, Ewantung Army Headquarters decided to provide the Sixth Amy
with the 4th Division plus all antitank units and heavy artillery re-
giments in Manchuria, Shortly afterwards (on the night of 25 August),
it was further decided to commit the 2d Division to battle. Strong-
1y determined to destroy the ensmy at any cost, the Kwantung Army had
decided to throw all of its artillery and strategic reserves into the

operation.

The situation was viewed with no less alarm in Tokyo, where the

7. Ibid., 27 May 47, p. 23,082. - Ed.
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MAP NO. 25
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High Command realized that the enemy's Nomonhan offensive posed a
crisis for all Manchuria. On 25 August, action was taken to trens-
fer the 5th Division from the China theater to Manchuria, Ewantung
Army Headquarters was also wired the following inquiry:
/e are considering dispatch of reinforce-

ments in view of situation in Nomonhan area.

Request that you notify us of your future op-

erational plans and of present status of 7th

Division.

On 29 August, the High Command dispatched another message to
Hsinking, stating that the Deputy Chief of the Army General Staff
was being sent to the front; and that two divisions and two 15-cm.
howitzer regiments would be transferred from China and from the
homeland.8

The Army High Command also decided to conduct a conference on
1 September at Fukuoka, between senior staff officers from Tokyo
and Hsinking, The purpose of the parley was tc make the necessary
arrangements for dispatching reinforcements to the Kwantung Army.
On the evening of 29 August, Lt. Col. Hattori left Hsinking to at-

tend the Fukuoka conference with the High Command representatives.

Death Struggle of 23d Division
On 26 August, the Sixth Army Commander called off offensive

operations south of the Holsten River, and proceeded to secure the

8. One division and one howitzer re;iment were stationed in
the homeland, under direct 1GHQ control. - Ed.
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previous defenses. After the 7th Division arrived, he intended to
restore the deteriorated situation. Forces were also redeployed,
whereby the 23d Division Commander was to assume direct control of
the troop remnants, fall back to the old positions north of the
Holsten, and direct the actions of the Yamagata and Sumi regiments
as well as of the main body of the artillery units. The Yamagata
(64th) Infantry Regiment, however, had been unable to withstand the
powerful enemy assaults, and was finally forced to abandon its posi-
ticns during the night of 28 August. That same night, in the midst
of chaotic combat, the 23d Division Commander, accompanied by 500
survivors, reached the former site of the Division CP and took over
personal direction of the fighting.

During the night of 29 August, enemy tanks struck from the di-
rection of Fﬁi Heights, penetrated deeply into the Japanese right
flank positions, and finally overran most of the heavy artillery
batteries., Col. Takatsukasa, commanding the 7th Heavy Field Artil-
lery Regiment, retreated, leaving his artillery pieces behind, The
6ith Infantry Regiment also appeared to be nearing collapse.

For twe days and nights, Japanese troops had been fighting des-
perately, ever since Gen. Komatsubara and his 500 survivors had per-
sonally plunged into the fray on the night of 28 August. Officers
of all ranks were falling on every side, and entire units were de~
stroyed to the last man, North of the Holsten River, the Provision-

al Heavy Artillery Battalion (less one battery) was annihilated on



26 August; the lst Battalion, lst Heavy Field Artillery Regiment
on the 27th; and the 7th Heavy Field Artillery Regiment (less lst
Battalion) on the 281'.11.9

On 30 August, the 23d Division Chief of Staff, Col. Okamoto,
had his legs shattered by a grenade blast. Medical instruments had
been largely destroyed by bombardment, and a young medical probation
ary officer amputated Col. Qkamoto's legs with a saber, using no an-
esthetic. By this time, every Division staff officer was out of ac-
tion, except for the Commanding General and his intelligence officer,
Maj. Suzuki. (Details on casualties are presented in following sec-
tion)s Scenes of tragic bravery marked the desperate combat, ac-
companied by gruesome and wretched sights.

Gen. Komatsubara decided to share the fate of his Division, by
dying in battle. He entrusted his last will and testament to his
aide, who managed to get through to Sixth Army Headquarters. The
General and Maj. Suzuki stripped off and buried their epaulettes
and insignis, concealed the identity of the CP, burned the code
books, and prepared to commit suicide,

When the Sixth Ammy Commander learned of the 23d Division Com-
mander's decision, he determined to save Gen. Komatsubara from the
encircling enemy, and issued an order for him to break through the
foe at any cost and fall back to the Chiangchunmiao area (30 August).

9. Hata letter, 30 Aug 56. - Ed.
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The instructions were carried back by the aide who had reached Sixth
Army Headquarters and now returned to the Division CP. The same or-
der was also wired in the clear, since the code books had been de-
stroyed.

Shortly before midnight on 30 August, the Soviet tanks withdrew,
perhaps to refuel. Gen. Komatsubare and the approximately 40O sur-
vivors of his command seized the upportunity to break through the en-
circlement, bearing their wounded with them, and guiding their course
by the stars., By the morning of 31 August the remnants of the 23d
Division reached the vicinity of Chiangchunmiao.lo
Deaths and Suicides

The command structure of the battered 23d Division was torn a-
part by deaths in cambat or by suicide. Mention has already been
made of the annihilation of the Azuma Detachment (including Lt. Col.
Yaozo Azuma, Commander of the 23d Cavalry Regiment) on 28 May; and
of the death of the Division Chief of Staff, Col. Atsushi Ouchi dur-
ing an air raid on 4 July. Now, as a resuit of the desperate fight-
ing in August, many more key Japanese commanders were lost. Accord-
ing to Col. Shinichiro Sumi, who commanded the 26th Infantry Regi-

ment, the problem was further aggravated by the fact that the

10, Supplementary data provided by then-Maj. Yoshiyasu Suzud,
Staff Intelligence Officer, 23d Division; letter dated 24 Aug 56,
Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture. - Ed.
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Kwantung Armmy authorities viewed the outcome of the battles at No-
11
monhan wit, s .
Saying tint the defeat was not due to the
operational plun, but to the inadequate com-
mand of front-line commanders, they decided to
punish us, but without formal procedures,

The following account describes the fate of various officers
who fought under 23d Divisior command.

Col. Mikio Sakai, CO, 72d Inf Regt: Severely wounded, 2, Aug,
during enemy tank attack. Hospitalized at Hailar, secretly left
bed, committed suicide with a pistol.

This suicide was probably caused by the
Army authorities' reprimand for the loss of
the regimental colors, and for withdrawal from
the front line or for neglect of his duties as
a regimental commander 'only because of an arm
vwound, !
36 3t 3 R % 9 %

Maj. Gen. koichi Kobayashi, CG, 23d Inf Gp: Severely wound-

ed, 24 Aug; one leg blown off during enemy tank attack.
EE S BV A

Col. Toru Morita, third CO, 7lst Inf Regt: Killed in action,

26 Aug.
R R R 0
Maj. Umeda, Act CO, 1st Hv FA Regt: Killed in ac.ion, 27 Aug.

L SR L SR R S

11. Supplementary data based upon Sumi article, loc. cit.,
7 Aug 55’ pp- 12-19' - _&_i_o
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Col, Takemitsu Yamagata, CO, 64th Inf Regt: Committed suicide
during action, 28 Aug, after burning regimental colors, According
to the previously cited version by Col. Sumi, however:

Col. Yamagata was presumed to have been
killed while retreating, since his corpse was
found to the rear of his designated position,
Had it not been for a direct order from the

War Ministry, he would not have been posthumous-
ly promoted to the rank of Major General.

R I

Col. Takahide Ise, CO, 23d FA Regt: Killed in action, 29 Aug.
(Col. Suml states that, "surrounded by the Soviets, Col., Ise com-
mitted suicide.")

R EEEER"

Col. Tokuzo Okamoto, COFS, 23d Div (successor to Col. Ouchi):
Severely wounded, 30 Aug; legs shattered by grenade, and amputated
on the spot. Col. Okamoto was evacuated to Hailar and thence to
the 1st Tokyo Army Hospital, where he was slashed to death by a
crazed fellow~officer pn.at.i.en'o.l:2

% ¥ 3 3 k% ¥
Lt. Cec). Muneharu Higashi, Act CO, 71st Inf Regt: Killed in

action, 30 Aug.

3 3 3 3 3 ¥

12. Suzuki letter, 24 Aug 56. - Ed.



Lt. Col., Eiichi Ioki, CO, 23d Cav Regt: Committed suicide,
night before scheduled court-martial (September?).

Lt. Col. Ioki's regiment, consisting of
less than 400 men, had been deployed on Ful
Heights, and was the first Japanese unit to
be exposed to flame-throwing Soviet tanks.
His unit could offer no resistance. ‘/hen at-
tacked by the Russian tanks, no one could
have expected to survive, and I /Col. Sumi/
believe that Ioki preferred withdrawal to
annihilation of his men. The Armmy authori-
ties, however, concluded that the loss of
Ful Heights caused the collapse of our frunt;
Toki was just unlucky, however.

When he was ordered to commit suicide at
Chiangchunmiao, he instantly refused. Then
the Division's chief medical officer came to
see him and, using a truly strange line of
reasoning, tried to force him to commit sui-
cide: 'You were wounded in the leg, and your
chronic diabetes is far advanced, so your
death is only a matter of time,' Ioki final-
1y appears to have given up all hope, and
committed suicide with a pistol.

o K H R R
Col. Hasebe, CO, Inf Regt, 8th BGU: According to Col. Sumi,
this officer was ordered to commit suicide for retreating, and shot

himself with a pistol, in a trench (date unknown).
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CHAPTER 10
FINAL STAGES OF INCIDENT

New Offensive Plans
The combat effectiveness of the 23d Division had been exhaust-

ed in the course of the August offensive. In order to prepare for
further operations, Sixth Army Headquarters had to redeploy and re-
organize both its existing and reinforced strength. The bulk of
the 7th Division arrived to reinforce the front, and secured key
offensive positions extending on both sides of the Holsten River,
centering around Lake Mohorehi. Elements of the Manchukuoan Army
covered the flanks by securing the Amikulang-Nomotsohrin sector and
Hill 97 (in the Handagai area). To the rear, shielded by the front-
line forces, the 2d and the Lth Divisions massed north and east of
Chiangchunmiao, respectively; while the 23d Division assembled be-
tween the twy new divisions.

The 2d Division organized a detachment consisting of one in-
fantry regiment and one artillery battalion, under Brigade Command-
or Katayama. Advancing along the Paichengtzu-Arshasn Reilroad, the
Katayama Detachment proceeded to reinforce the garrisons in the
Handsgsi region. About 4 September, these elements reached Hill
97, where they replaced the Shihlan Detachment of the Manchukuoan
Army. Meanwhile, the lst Division had put together a force compa-

rable to the Katayama Detachment, placing one infantry regiment and

AN~ 714D
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an artillery battalion under Brigade Commander Goto. The Goto De-
tachment occupied the Handagel area, thus reinforcing the left rear
flank,

By 9 September, the concentration of Japaness forces was gen-
erally completed; the combat effectiveness of the Sixth Army was
now trebled., Preparations were steadily and confidently made, with
a view toward destroying Soviet forces on the right bark of the
Halha River, ihrough a new offensive. (Ce Map No. 26).

The mood prevailing at Sixth Army Headquarters is exemplified
by the following exhortation issued by Gen. Ogisu early in Septem-

1
ber:
Although the order to reform the Sixth
Army was issued before, I must now state with
sorrow that the realization of the glorious
task of defense of the noirthwest area failed
because the order was not carried out, The

Army was cast into a whirlpool of disorderly
fighting on the frontier between Manchuria

1, Verbatim text from Prosecution Doc. No. 2231, Exhibit No.
766, p. 6, "Proclamation of the Commanding General of the Sixth
Aray," 5 Sep 39; IMIFE, Transcript, 16 Oct 46, pp. 7,858-60; and
ibid., 26 May 47, pp. 23,039-40. Allegedly captured by the Soviet
Arny at Nomonhan, this Kunji (Instruction) was embodied in a memo~
randun prepared by the Military History Department of the Red Army
General Staff for submission to the IMTFE. Under direct examina-
tion by the Russians, Gen. Ogisu denied the date and suthenticity
of the alleged proclamation, Ibid., 26 May 47, pp. 23,038-40.
Then-Col. Sueo Hamada, Sr Staff Offcr, Hq Sixth Army, likewise has
no recollection of the issuance of such an instruction from the
Aroy CP near Lake Mohoreni. Editorial interview, 31 Aug 56. - Ed.
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and Mongolia., Such control of actions on the
front continued for more than ten days into
the present. Due to the brave and resolute
actions of all the units under Lt. Gen.
Komatsubara, chaos in the course of battles
was diminished. Now the Army is preparing in
the Dzindzin Sume LChlangchmmiqgﬁ area for a
new offensive,

The Commanding General of the Kwantung
Army decided this autumn to help us by sending
the well-trained troops stationed in Manchuria.
He transfers them to the place of the future
battle, places them under my command and plans
urgent measures to be taken to settle the con-
flict, The circumstances are now such that it
is clear that the matter went beyond the lim-
its of a simple border incident. We are now
waging a sacred war in China and any changes
in the conflict under the circumstances of the
complicated inner and outer [aomestic and for-
eign?/ situation acquire great state impor-
tence., The Army has only one way to carry out
its actions, that is, to make the army unani-
mcus and consolidated, and immedlately strike
a crushing blow at the enemy to annihilate its
growing insolence.

At present the preparation of the Army is
being successfully carried on. The Army will
meet the coming autumn by finishing with one
blow this mouse-stirring and will proudly show
to ths world the might of the selected Imperi-
al troops., The officers and soldiers have a
deep understanding of the present circumstances.
All men of the Army from privates to high level
are full of brave and decisive spirit and are
sure of victory. The Army is always ready to
crush and destroy the enemy anywhere, having a
deep faith in its firsi Marshal, the Emperor.

m FHECEDING PAGE BLANK-NOT F1.MED
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Suspension i Operations
Cn the evening of 30 August, the Deputy Chief of the Aray Gen-
eral Staff, Lt. Gen, Nakajima, first arrived at Kwantung Army Head-
quarters, where he presented the following order from Imperial Gen-
eral Headquarters:
IGHQ Army Order No. 343
30 Aug 39
1. The objective of IGHQ is to prepare
against a possible invasion of Manchukuoan
territory by the Soviet Union, and to maintain
tranquillity on the northern frontiers with
elements of the Imperial Arny, while the China
Incident is being resolved,
To attain this end, measures will be tak-
en to terminate operations promptly in the
Nomonhan area, while taking every possible
precaution to prevent expansion thereof.
2, The Commanding General, Xwantung Army,
will formulate plans for resisting with mini-
mum strength in the Nomonhan area.

3. The Chief of the Arny General Staff
will issue detailed directives,

Gen, Ueda received IGHQ Army Order 343 from Gen. Nakajima, 4n
the presence of the Kwantung Army Chief of Staff, Gen, Isogai.
Kwantung Army staff officers then briefed Gen, Nakajima concerning
the general situation and future plans. Present at this session,
in addition to the previously mentioned three general officers,
were Lt. Col. Kozuki (Operations Section, Army General Staff) and
the following Kwantung Army officers: Gen. Yano (Deputy Chief of

42
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Staff); Col. Terada (Chief, lst Section, Operations); Lt. Col. Kato
(Acting Chief, 2d Section, Intelligence); Col. Isoya (Chief, 3d
Section, Logistics).

Col. Kato first presented an estimate of the enemy situation,
after which Col. Terada explained the over-all picture as well as
current and projected operations. Col. Isoya then reported on
loglstic matters,

At the time, Kwantung Army Headquarters had received no infor-
mation concerning the Sixth Army's offensive plans, inasmuch as the
latter headquarters had not yet drafted the details, Nevertheless,
the Kwantung Army considered it unwise to operate across the Halha
River, since the intention of the projected offensive cilled for
promptly withdrawing the entire striking force after the enemy had
been dealt a smashing blow in the briefest time.

After the explanations, Col. Kozuki asked Col. Terada whether
it would be possible to carry out the offensive without the support
of the 4th Division, to which Terada replied:

Support by the 4th Division is absolutely
necessary. Not only that, but it is advisable
to mobilize far larger forces for the attack,
if possible. Furthermore, we are even desir-
ous of obtaining the assistance of the 5th
Division, which is to be sent as a reinforce-
ment by IGHQ. Even if the arrival of this
division should be delayed, we deem it neces-
sary that the unit advance promptly toward the
Arshaan area. The reasons why we are contem-

plating employment of such large forces in the
projected offensive derive from the importance

K3




of dealing a crushing blow to the enemy, by
concentrating and manifesting maximum power in
minimun time, whereupon the troops will be
pulled back promptly. It is absolutely impera-
tive not to be compelled to resort to plecemeal
employment of forces.

Gen. Nakajima voiced no opinion, and the briefing came to a
close. The Kwantung Army participants felt that their plans had
been approved, but Gen. Ueda later felt the need to obtain clari-
fication of Para. 2 in IGHQ Army Order No. 343 ("The CG, Kwantung
Arny, will formulate plans for resisting with minimun strength in
the Nomonhan area.") Did this stipulation accord with the Kwan-
tung Army's projected avtack plans? The Army Commander told his
Chief of Staff to find out from Gen. Naka jima,

Generals Isogal and Yano, %ogather with Col. Terada, accord-
ingly discussed matters with Gen. Nakajima and Col. Kozuki, in the
Kwantung Army Chief of Staff's office. Gen. Isogai sought clari-
fication of Para. 2, IGHY Army Order No. 343, to which Gen. Naka-
Jima replied:

The clause 'formulate plans for resisting
with minimunm strength' means strategic resist-
ance., We, of course, have no objection what-
soever to the mounting of a tactical offen-
sive, within that context.

Gen. Isogal then asked whether Gen. Nakajima had "any objec-
tion to the attack plan now being formilated by the Kwantung Army,
which contemplates employment of the Lth Division." The reply was

a sategorical "No." Thus the Kwantung Army was able to confirm the




fact that the Commanding General's assigned mission was entirely
in accord with the projected offensive operation. Gen. Nakajima,
in fact, added:
Since the Army plans to launch an attack
with such large forces, it is imperative that
offensive operations be staged across the Hal-
ha River.

Kwantung Army Headquarters personnel felt that Gen. Nakajima
and Col. Koguki, who had beea sent to convey IGHQ Army Order No.
343, both comprehended the actual situation confronting the forces
in Manchuria. The entire Arny staff, from Gen. Ueda dowm, were
greatly encouraged, and pledged themselves to plunge into the im-
minent offensive with a firm convictic: of ~ltimate victory.

In the days that followed th» de, »ture for Tokyo of the IGH
representatives on the morning of 31 Av;ust,  Jull set in along
the battlefront at Nomonhan. Sixt: 'rmy Head: .arters continued to
prepare vigorously for the forthu...ng offensive, and front-line
units underwent training for a victorious assault upon the foe.
In order to boost the morale of all Kwantung Army officers and men

even further, Gen. Ueda issued the following instructions on 2

September:
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Instructions
2 Sep 39

The forthcoming engagement is entirely
different in nature from past border conflicts.
The outcome of this battle has a vital bearing
on the destiny of the nation; it is no exag-
geration to say that it will be the major de-
cisive ba*..le between Japan and the Soviet
Union.

At a time when great changes are taking
piace both at home and abroad, all officers
and men are hereby exhorted to uphold the
cause of selfless devotion to their country;
to fortify their faith in certain victory; to
surmount all obstacles; to fight gallantly and
nobly; and to destroy the barbarous and over-
bearing oviet and Mongolian forces, thereby
enhancir.; the prestige of the Imperial Aramy at
home and abroad.

By Order of CG, Kwantung Aray
Gen. Kenkdchi Ueda

On the same day that the Kwantung Army Commander issued the
preceding instructions (2 September), Gen. Ogisu summoned his di-
vision commanders to the Sixth Army CP for preliminary staff con-
ferences concerning future operational plans. When the assembled
officers received Gen. Ueda's exhortation, their morale and fight-
ing spirit soared "sky-high."

Meanwhile, Xwantung Army Headquarters had been somewhat per-
vaded by an atmosphere of gloom and depression becauss of the tre-
mendous casualties incurred by the front-line units. Then, on 2

September, Maj. Tsuji returned from the battle sone, bearing

416



-

tidings of the Sixth .rmy's attack plan and of the high troop mo-
rale. This report proved encouraging to the Kwantung Aray staff,
who also believed that World War II wis inevitable, in view of the
extremely tense situation in Burope. All in all, it was antici-
pated that the situation confronting crisis-ridden Japan would now
improve considerably--a source for great hope. In the midst of this
increasingly optimistic mood, Kwantung Army Headquarters was shocked
to receive the following Imperial Command on 3 September; it came
like a bolt from the blue:

T0: CG, Kwantung Army

FRQM: COFS, AGS

IGHQ Army Order No. 349 is hereby pro-
claimed.

Summary

l., In view of prevailing situation, IGHQ
will hereafter plan to bring border incident in
Nomonhan area to voluntary settlement.

2. Commanding General, Kwantung /ray,
will suspend offensive operations in Nomonhan
area. In order to prevent occurrence of skir-
mishes, troops will be redeployed ocutside dis-
puted area, on right bank sector of Halha, ex-
cept for region east of Handagai and environs.

IGHQ Army Order No. 336 will apply to air
operations in case of emergency.

Notification will be made at later date,

concerning time far withdrawel of main opera-
tional forces to former stations.

L7



Another radio message stated that the Deputy Chief of the Army
General Staff, Gen. Nakajima, was returning by plane to Hsinking on
4 September. Confronted suddenly by an entirely unexpected change
in situation, Kwantung Army Headquarters studied appropriate mes-
sures, and reached the following conclusions:

Decision

In order to suspend operations, in accord-
ance with the Imperial Command, it is necessary
that the Army first clesr the battlefield on
the right bank of the Halhs River, recover all
of the slain, and collect weap.ns left behind
by the 23d Division.

Regarding methods for clearing the battlefield, it was decided
to implement the preceding decision and to investigate other plans
as well, In accordance with the conclusions reached, the Arsmy Com-
sander sanctioned Operations Order No. 178 on the afternoon of 4
September (although the order was not formally issued until the
6th):

Kwantung Army Qperations Qrder No. 178

1. In order to suspend operations in
Nomonhan area, in accordance with Imperial
Command, Army will first clear battlefield.

2, CG, Sixth Army, will shift forces
gensrally to pre-assembly positions at oppor-
tune time, and will keep watch upon ensmy af-
ter clearing battlefield on right bank of
Halha River,

Separate orders will be issued regarding
sutsequent movements.

L8




3. “’5 Force will co-operate closely with
3ixth Army.

By Comnand of Gen. Ueda,
CG, Kwantung Army

Underlying the Kwantung Army's decision to clear the battle-
field were the following factors:

1. Since obedience to the Imperial Will must be absolute, the
projected offensive had to be cancelled.

2. It wae a time-honored tradition within the Kwantung Army
that front-line units were to carry out their missions with utmost
resolve; but once they encountered difficulties, higher headquarters
would assume full responsibility for handling the situation. Thie
policy made for a spirit of complete unity smong all the officers
and men, and was cleerly expressed in Para. 6 of the Principles
for Settlement of Soviet-Manchurian Border Disputes issued in April
l‘;’39.3 Willfully to neglect the clearing of a battlefield where
the 23d Division had fought so desperately was somnething which the
Kwantung Army, in all conscience, could not tolerate; and which

2. On 2 Sep 39, the new Kwantung Army Air Force Hq was estab-
lished at Hsinking, incorporsting the staffs of the old 2d Alr Group
Hq and the newly transferred Air Force Hq (from North China). Lt.
Gen. Gige retained commend of the new Hq. On L Sep 39, the Kwantung
Army Air Force struck at eneay air bases in Outer Mongolia, destroy-

mzzplmuatlcutotthr«.-g.

3, Kwantung Army Operations Section Order No. 1488 is repro-
duced in Appendix A, Part 1 of the present volume. - Ed.
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would also lead to the destruction of authority /prestige/ within
that Aray.

3, Careful study of the meaning of the clause concerning the
"suspension of offensive operstions," meationed in the Imperial
Command, led the Army to conclude that the order stipulated only
the suspension of such large-scale offensives as the one which was
hitherto being prepared. The clause probably was not meant to sus-
pend even the recovery of corpses and the collection of weapons
left behind in battle.

L. Bxisting enemy positions near Nomonhan possessed many gaps.
If the Army made thorough preparations, and waged combat operations
on several nights, using the 2d, 4th, and Tth Divisions, it could
undoubtedly clear the site of the 23d Division's battles.

Elenents of the 23d Division which could still be asseabled
(spproximately 3,000 men /from original T/0 of 13,000 plus replace-
mtﬂ) were to be entrusted with the direct task of recovering
the divisional dead and of collecting weapons.

5. In order to maintain the suthority /prestige/ of the Kwan-
tung Army, there was no alternative but to execute the previocusly

mentioned decision, out of deference to the Imperial Command.



1GH] Liadson Mission

At about 0630 hours on 4 September, the Deputy Chief of the
Arny General Staff, Lt. Gen. Nakajima (representing Prince Kanin)
and Lt. Col. Kozuid reached Hsinidng., They proceeded to Gen. Ueda‘s
office, where Gen. Nakajima delivered IGHQ Army Order No, 349, which
the Army Commander respectfully received. Then Gen. Nakajima con-
veyed the following oral message from the Chief of Staff:

In view of IGHQ Army Order No. 349, I ear-
nestly trust that you will exercise patience
and will prudently wait until later for re-
venge, using discretion in handling the situa-
tion by keeping the officers and men well under
control. DBecause of the acute situation in Bu-
rope, we ars scheduled to conduct diplomatic
negotiations for an over-all readjustment of
relations between Japan and the Soviet Union,
particularly in regard to border security.
Nevertheless, it is our policy not to conduct
cease-fire negotiations as such.

Gen. Ueda then explained the Kwantung Army's plans to the De-
puty Chief of the Army General Staff, stating that he would suspend
offensive operations in accordance with the Isperial Command, but
that he would like to conduct battlefield salvage operations at the
site of the 23d Division's combat. Gen, Nakajima did not oconcur,
declaring that "disapproval of the plan was the purport of the In-
perial Command." The Xwantung Army Commander then replied:

Regarding the execution of this plan, I
personally shall proceed to the battlefield and
direct operations to ensure that the fighting
will not develop into a war of attrition. 1

request your permission to conduct battlefield
clearance, even on the smallest of scales.

L2
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Once again the Deputy Chief of the Army General Staff would not
agres; he insisted that Gen. Ueda's proposal ran counter to the in-
tent of the Imperisl Will., The two general officers parted for a
while, then met again. Said Gen. Ueda:

I deea it a great honor to have received
the Imperial Command. I aa personally respon-
sible for what has happensd. Now that even the
battlefield clearance plan has been rejected,
it is impossible for me to remain any longer at
ay post. I earnestly hope that the High Com=
mand will designate a successor to my coamand
of the Kwantung Army, as soon as feasible, to
settle matters. Responsibility /for past ac-
tions/ rests solely with the Xwantung Aray Coa-
mander. 8ince the Kwantung Army Chief of Staff
and other subordinate staff officers acted con-
scientiously in compliance with my intontions,
I ask that measures be taken to ensure that no
responsibility will be attached to thea,

In reply, Gen. Nakajima said:

I shall transmit your desires immediately.
As an Army High Command officer concerned, 1
also am deeply conscious of a sense of responsi~-
bility.

Gen. Usda insisted, however, that the ceatral suthorities bore
no responsibility; he alone was to blame.

Generals Isogai and Yano then met with Gen. Nakajima. The
Kwantung Army Chief of Staff pointed out that only a few days had
elapsed betwesn the promulgation of IGHQ Army Order No. 343 (30
August) and the issuance of the climsctic Order No. 349 (3 Septea-
ber). The two orders were marked by a wide difference in content,

which did not reflect any change in the current war situation.
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Indeed, the attitude of Gen, Nakajima went beyond the literal mean-
ing of the Imperial Commands, it was alleged. FPressed for an ex~-
planation of the circumstances, the Deputy Chief of the Army General
Staff said nothing, except simply to repeat: "It is the Imperial
wwil."

Early in the morning on 5 September, Gen. Usda asked that Gen,
Nakejima visit him at his official residence. There the Kwantung
Aray Commander said:

Last night I carefully thought things over
and reached the conclusion that the order di-
recting me not even to clear the battlefield
does not represent the true intention of the
Throne. Since this Army is contemplating the
execution of battlefield salvage, I wish IGHQ
to reconsider the matter.

Once again Gen. Nakajima merely stated that "cessation of
clearing operations is an Imperial Command," Shortly afterwards,
at 0800 hours, Gen. Nakajima enplaned for Tokyo.

In order to explain to the Army High Command the details of
the request lodged with the Deputy Chief of the Army General Staff,
Gen. Ueda asked Gen. Yano to prepare studies of appropriate mea-
sures which should be undertaken. The resultant staff paper wes

incorporated into the following radio messages transmitted to Tokyo:
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Rad Mag No. 739

1lst Sec, Kmnmu Arny
1210 hours, 5 3ep 39

T0: COFS, AGS

FRQM: CG, Kwantung Army

1., I mwbly received IGHQ Army Order No.
349

2, In view of fact that 23d Division has
waged desperate combat for 70 days, and several
thousand bodles of its officers and men still
lie on the old battlefields, Kwantung Army in-
tends to employ Sixth Army for salvage work
along right bank of Halha River. Thereafter,
plan is to withdraw units from disputed area,
in accordance with IGHQ Army Order. I beg you
to approve above-mentioned Army plan.

If approval is not granted, I will have to
violate moral principles which I have been ex-
horting my officers and men to observe strictly.
Moreover, several thousand corpses of officers
and men, who died for cause of their country,
will be maltreated by enemy., Since I will no
longur be able to command Army in such eventu-
ality, please recommend my dismissal to Throne.

i
Rad Msg No. 741

1st Sec, Kwantung Army
T0: Minister of War

FRQM: CG, Kwantung Army

Regarding personnel action involved in my
case, in connection with command of Kwantung
Army, I have already indicated my w'shes di-
rectly to DCOFS, AGS. Moreover, I have sub-
mtted my request to COFS, AGS, via lst Sec,
Kwantung Army (ref Rad Msg No. 739).



I trust that you will understand difficult
sctual situation of my Army, and will take ap-
propriate measures,

Rad Msg No. 740

1lst Seo, Kwantung Army

5 Sep 39

T0: COFS, AGS

FROM: CG, Kwantung Army

I have already conveyed to you, via pre-
vious Rad Msg No. 739, my views concerning ex-
scution of IGHQ Army Order No. 349. I firmly
believe that traditional merit of Imperial Army
forces lies in fact that commanding officers
and their men transcend selfish interests, and
are firmly united like fathers and sons. Three
and a half years have already elapsed since I
was entrusted with command of Kwantung Army.
During this period, I have earnestly endeavored
to enhance moral virtues of Imperial Army forces,
maintaining a family-like unity of all ranks
for service as loyal subjects of Throne, This
has been my fundamental principle in commanding

Kwantung Army.

Reference execution of IGHQ Army Order No.
349, I am of opinion that recovery of corpses
of thousands of officers and men of 23d Divi-
sion, still lying on field of battle, is only
my natural duty in observing Imperial Command.
I asked DCOFS, AGS, for Ws understanding, but
he replied as though such battlefield clearance
was also prohibited by Imperial Command.

I strongly believe that recovery of bodies
of fallen—-loyal officers and men who served
under my command--is completely in accord with
wishes of Throne.
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I hereby request again that you consider
matter carefully, so that tradition of Imperial
Army forces may be forever upheld, and goodness
gt gio Majesty, our Generalissimo, may Le mani-

ested.

On the morning of &6 September, the following radio messages
were received at Kwantung Army Headquarters:
T0:  CG, Kwantung Army
FROM: COFS, AGS
5 Sep 39
In view of purport of Imperial Command, I
cannot accept your plan proposed via lst Sec,
Kwantung Army Rad Msgs No. 739 and 740, How-
ever, I will respsctfully report your wishes to
Throne tomorrow (6 September).

R
AGS Rad Msg No. 330

T0: CG, Kwantung Arny
FROM: COFS, AGS

6 Sep 39

1, Your recommendation, and our decision
not to adopt that plan, have been respectfully
reported to Throne this morning (6 September).

2. I firaly believe that you will abandon
your intention, and will immediately coammence
execution of IGHQ Army Order No. 349.

3, Concerning implementation of order,
submit prompt reports concerning actions taken

by you.
At almost the same time that Radio Message No. 330 came in, the
following message was received from the Ministry of War:
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T0: (G, Kwantung Aray
FROM: Minister of War
Tokyo, 6 Sep 39

1., Received your Rad Msg No. 74l.

2. I heartily sympathize with you. How-
ever, you mist faithfully carry out Imperial
Command and assume responsibility. I believe
it is only way whereby you can accomplish duty
encharged to you as lnyal subject of Throne.

3, Imperial sanction has besn granted
today [for your ruignatioﬂ .

The Kwantung Army Comnander thereupon wired the following mes-
sage to the Chief of the Army General Staffs
T0: COF8, AGS
FROM: CG, Kwantung Army
SUBJ: Reply to AGS Rad Msg No. 330
6 Sep 39
1. I have issued below-cited Order to my

units, and have dispatched staff officers to
8ixth Army for operational liaison.

Gist of Kwantuug Army Order

a, Offensive operaticns in Nomonhan
area have been suspended by Imperial Command.

b, Sixth Army will maintain its posi-
tions held during last phase of concentration
executed according to prearranged operational
plan, and will wtch enemy forces. Subsequent
movements will be directed later.

¢. Air Force will continue with as-
signed missions.
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2, In view of fact that units operating
in sector southeast of Handagai have been under
attack by superior enemy_forces since day be-
tore yesterday /L Sep 39/, Independent Garri-
son Unit troops will be reinforced, in order to
secure strategic points,

On the morning of 7 September, Kwantung Army Headquarters re-
[
celved the following wire froa the Sixth Army:

TO: COFS, Kwantung Army
FROM: CG, Sixth Army

1. Received message containing Kwantung
Army Operational Order No. 178.

Sixth Army is concentrating on operational
preparations in accordance with existing opers-
tional plans.

2. In view of heavy losses of life sus-
tained by our forces, no personnel under my
command will stop fighting until they have
succeeded in inflicting a severe blow against
enemy forces and have pushed them back to left
bank of Halha River.

Settlement of Incident should be effected
through diplomatic negotiations, but enemy
forces mist be eliminated from right shore of
Halha,

3, If time is wasted without undertaldng
appropriate measures, enemy will further
strengthen his positions, and severe cold will
set in. We cannot afford to lose opportunity
for offensive because of trivial diplomatic
matters,

L. Cp. purport of this wire of 7 Sep 39 with the exhortation
allegedly issued by Gen. Ogisu on 5 Sep, in preceding section enti-
tled "New Offensive Plans" (Ch. 9). - Ed.




Gen. Ueda answered the Sixth Army Commander's messege as foi-
lows:
TO: CG, Sixth Army
FROM: CG, Xwantung Army
7 Sep 39

I deeply understand your feelings. I also
felt that my heart was breaking when I humbly
accepted the Imperial Command,

Please exercise greater prudence at this
important juncture, and caution forces under
your command against taking reckless actions.
However, operational preparations to cope with
any emergency should be contimued until further
notice. You must ensure that front-line units
do not lose their morale.

Next day, the 23d Division Commander transmitted the following

tragic messsge to Kwantung Army Headquarters:
T0: CG, Kwantung Army
FROM: CG, 23d Div

1. Lt, Col. Muneharu Higashi, Act CO, Tlst
Inf Regt, wmas enveloped by enemy forces at 1930
hours, 30 Aug. After burning regimental colors,

he plunged into_snemy positions together with 2d
Lt, Yuidyoshi /regimental colon-bm-:" and both
died gallantly on right shore of Holsten River,

2. Col. Takemitsu Yamagata, CO, 64th Inf
Regt, wmas surrounded by enemy forces at 1840
hours, 29 Aug. He personally burned regimental
colors and conmtted suicide on right bank of
Holsten River.5

5. Cp. preceding version of Col. Yamagata's death, Chapter 9,
"Deaths and Suicides.” - Ed,



Details will be reported later in writing.

Thus did the curtain ring down on the tragedy at Nomonhan,

IGHG Considerations

Mention has previously been made of the aggravated relations
which developed between Kwantung Army Headquarters and the Army High
Command authorities. The contemporary Chief of the AGS Operations
Section, Col. Seijun Inada, has described the IGHQ attitude toward
the Kwantung Army as followaz6

There are two ways of controlling an un-
ruly horse: One is to apply the whip merci-
lessly and driwe him until he dies of exhaus-
tion; the other is to control him beforehand
by dashing cold water on him, The attempt to
save the prestige of the Kwantung Army, while
simultaneously smoothing out matters, finally
ended in failure, The only alternative now
left was to apply the whip mercilessly upon the
Kwantung Army. High-handed notions that the
Kwantung Army was the sole master of the situa-
tion now had to be completely wiped out; this
was one way to make up for the tremendous
losses sustained by that Army.

On 31 August, the Deputy Chief of the Army
General Staff was suddenly sent to Hsinking by
air, He transmitted the IGHQ order which di-
rected prompt settlement of the affair, and
maintenance of a minimum number of troops for
sustained warfare in the Nomonhan area., Dis-
cussions were held, envisaging thet the Kwan-
tung Army should concentrate fighting strength
to deliver a knock-out blow against enemy
forces stationed along the right shcres of the

6. Inada, loc. cit., Feb 56, p. 35. - Ed.
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Halha River, and to withdraw before winter ar-
rived, Gen. Nakajima apparently expressed ap-
proval of this contemplated action, but that
is not why he had been sent to Hsinking.

After he flew back to Tokyo, Gen. Nakajima
received other, sterner IGHQ orders, to the ef-
fect that the Kwantung Army should suspend of-
fensive operations and deploy its troops at
adequate intervals outside the fighting zone on
the right side of the Halha River.

Fully resolved, the Deputy Chief of the
Arny General Staff flew back to Hsinking forth-
with, The Kwantung Army Commander called for
authorization to collect the 23d Division's
dead, abandoned in Russian-held areas, but his
request was flatly refused by Gen., Nakajima,
for the reason that such action would only re-
sult in a repetition of the previous situation.
Thus Gen. Nakajima turned a deaf ear to the en-
treaties of Gen. Ueda, of the Kwantung Army
Chief of Staff, and of other staff officers,
and returned to Tokyo.

The Kwantung Army wondered why the atti-
tude of the Deputy Chief of the Army General
Staff had changed so suddenly, and dispatched
a detailed and sincere message to the Chief of
the Army General Staff, concerring its inten-
tions., However, the wired reply from the High
Command conveyed a rigid and stern order, to
the effect that the Kwantung Army must abandon
its present intentions, and report immediately
concerning actions to be taken to implement the
order. oo

The Incident ended suddenly, for on 1 Sep
39 World War II broke out in Europe. Germany
and the U.S.S.R. had allied themselves. In
Japan & Cabinet change occurred.

7. The Hiranuma Cabinet fell on 28 Aug 39, and was replaced
by the Abe Government on the 30th. - Ed.
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Gen., Gun Hashimoto, Col. Inada's superior (as Chief of the AGSY
Cperations Bureau), sheds further light on the High Command's con-
8
temporary outlook:

When the German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact
was concluded /23 Aug 39/ winter cold was al-
ready setting in around Hulun Buir, The advent
of bitter winter was imminent, and the High
Command was very eager to settle the Incident
beforehand,

seeln order to make up for the deficiency
of military strencth for the defense of Manchu-
ria, the High Command considered pulling out
two divisions from the forces in China, but as
& result of turther investigation of the real
situation, it judged that throwing in large
forces might, to the contrary, make a speedy
settlement of the Incident more difficult,
Thus the plan for transferring the two divi-
sions was abandoned.

[ﬁ?t r Gen. Nakajima flew to Hsirldng on
30 August/, the High Command expected that the
Kwantung Army, by the terms of the new orders,
would change its battle /plans/. However, it
was made clear that the dispute should be set-
tled after the Army had dealt a hard blcw a-
gainst the enemy forces, with reinforced mili--
tary strength, as based upon the primary plan.
Just then, the European War broke out.

The High Command therefore Judged that
the time had come to settle the dispute through
diplomatic negotiation, and hurriedly sent the
Depuvy Chief of the Army General Staff, Gen.
Nakajima, again to Hsinldng, to deliver an
order that, in view of the present situation,
henceforth the High Command would attempt to
settle the border troubles in the Nomonhan
area autonomously; the Kwantung Army Commander
should suspend offensive actions in that resion.

8. Based upon IVIFE, Transcript, 20 May 47, pp. 22,599-601.
- Ed.

432



At the time the Kwantung Army had already
issued offensive orders, and its units were
consequently going to start military actions
on 10 September. The Army Commander was in an
awkward position. Thereupon the central au-
thorities speeded up personnel affairs action,
and a new commander ook over on 8 September....

The steps taken by IGHQ concerning the
Nomonhan Incident were carried out in complete
agreement with the War Ministry authorities;
there was no difference of opinion between thea.

Trapsfers sod Demotdcns
In the course of the abortive Japanese offensive in August,

many key officers were killed in action or committed suicide, as
mentioned previously. It did not take long to reshuffle the sur-
vivors and bring in "new blood." On the night of 6 September,
i(want\mg Army Headquarters received advance notice from the War
Ministry that the following Kwantung Army officers were being
transferred to Army General Staff Headquarters in Tokyo: Gen. Ueda,
Arny Commander; Gen. Isogai, Chief of Staff; Gen. Yano, Deputy Chief
of Staff; and Col. Terada, Chief, Operations Section. Maj. Tsuji,
of the Operations Section Staff, was bound for Eleventh Aray Head-
quarters, Hankow. On 8 September, Lt. Col. Hattori, senior staff
officer at Kwantung Army Headquarters, was appointed to the re-
search division and concurrently to the faculty of the Army Infan-
try School (Chiba, Japan).

The newly designated Commanding General and staff members of

the Kwantung Army comprised the following officers:
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CG, Xwantung Army ¢ Lt. Gen. Yoshijiro Umezu

COFS Lt. Gen., Jo Iimura

DCOFS

Maj. Gen. Saburo Endo

Chief, 1st Sec

(Opns) : Col. Yadoru Arisue
Staff Officer,
1st Sec (Opns) : Maj. Noriyasu Shimamura

The reshuffle or demotion of officers concerned with the Nomon-
han Incident affected not only Kwantung Army Headquarters but also
front-line commanders in Manchuria and the High Command authorities
in Tokyo as well. In addition to the five regimental commanders
presuned to have committed suicide (see previous text), the follow-
ing combat officers were "puniehod":9

Lt. Col. Iwao Yotsuya, CO, IGU Bn: Suspended from duty for

one year and then transferred to first reserve.

SRS

Col, Nobuteru Takatsukasa, CO, 7th Hv FA Regt:

His regiment was routed after two of /a
battery! _0_7 four heavy guns had fullen to the
enemy, and he was suspended from duty and or-
dered to remain at Hsinking for one year.

The colonel...was a baron, and he was deprived
of the privileges of a pear; one year later,

he was transferred to the first reserve.

esofor a heavy artillery regiment, which has

no colors, thu loss of a heavy gun was regarded
as serious as the loss of regimental colors.

9. Supplementary data based upon Sumi article, loc. ¢it., 7
Aug 55, pe 35. - E-

L34



§
- ————r e —

Col.

mong the central authorities.

If Col. Takatsukasa had been a commoner /says
Col. S , he would have been ordered to com-
mit suicide like Lt. Col. Jokd.

FARAHE K
Shinichiro Sumi, CO, 26th Inf Regt, 7th Div:

My regiment /writes Col. Sumi/ was com-
posed of tough Hokkaido men, who fought well,
T believed that I had not failed in my command
and was above reprimand; but it was my turn to
be punished, I was demoted immediately after
I was attached to Kwantung Army Headquarters,
was suspended from duty, and soon met the same
fate as Col., Takatsukasa, The charges against
me were somewhat different from those against
the others. 1 was accused of disobedience.
Allegedly I mede a useless operational sugges-
tion to a staff officer at the front line;i.e.,
I was supposed to have protested when he said
that I had disobeyed him by advancing two kil-
ometers too far.

3HHHHEHHHEE

According to Col. Sumi, the punishments inflicted upon the

front-line commanders by the Kwantung Army soon became an issue a-

objections, asserting that it was unreasonable to hold front-line
regimental commanders primarily responsible for the defeat. Then-
Col. Ryukichi Tanaka felt that General Staff and Kwantung Army Head-
quarters staff officers should also have been held responsible.
Col. Saburo Hayashi, Assistant Military Attache to Moscow at
the time of Nomonhan, states that although a certain number of gen-

eral officers on the General Staff and at Kwantung Army Headquarters
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10

were subsequently retired from active servics (as we have seen),

soelAly of the staff officers of the Operations
Sectior of Kwantung Army Headquarters, who were
said to have been mainly responsible for the
Incident, were only transferred to easy posts.
Indeed, they were soon promoted to important
positions in Tokyo. Some of them obtained key
posts in the IGHC Operations Section; their de-
motion was obviously only perfunctory. This is
an example of the unfair personnel administra-
tion in the Army. Despite the avowed policy of
fairly punishing every fault committed by mili-
tary men, the Army personnel authorities were
in fact apt to overlook faults committed by jin-
goists while, on the other hand, moderate men
were often treated as cowarde and punished se-
verely if they made mistakes. All persons who
held high posts in Tokyo at that time now admit
that the officers who were responsible for the
Nomonhan Incident and who were later transfer-
red to the IGHQ Operations Section were strong
advocates of the Pacific War in 194l.

In the High Command reshuffle after Nomonhan, two general offi-

cers were retired: Gen. Nakajims (Deputy Chief of the Army General

Staff) and Gen. Hashimoto (Chief, Operations Bureau). Col. Seijun

Inads, AGS Operations Section head, was afterwards demoted to a sub-

ordinate post.

10,

Hayashi, op. git., p. 25. - Ed.
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CHAPTRR 11
DIPLOMATI!  JDOTIATIONS AND FINALE

Bacigroupd
Since the 17th Century, the vicinity of Nomonhan has been the

boundary line separating the pastoral plains of the Halha Mongols
of Hulun Buir, and the Kalmucks of Outer Mongolia. During the era
of the Ching Dynasty, in 1734, the Chinese authorities fixed the
boundaries between the rival nomads, Border disputes occurred con-
stantly thereafter, with the stronger tribesmen controlling the re-
glon in succession for two centuries. No definitive border line was
ever dramn or observed,

With the founding of Manchukuo, the border area around Nomon-
hen became the scene of disputes between the Outer Mongolian "Peo-
ple's Republic” and tiae Heinking suthorities. Behind the respec-
tive regimes, the Sewviet Union and Japan exerted decisive influence
upon the border comt™oversies. Since the strength of the Kwantung
Arny far exceeded wmst of the Soviet Far Eastern Army between 1931
and 1935, no border disputes broke out during that period. The
Manchukuoan Government unilaterally contended that the valley of
the Halha River represented the natural boundary betweea Manchu-
ria and Outer Mongolia. The situation becams aggravated, however,
after the Russians gradually built up their Far Eastern military

strength, and instituted far more stringent control over Outer
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Mongolia than did Japan over Manchukuo. Border disputes erupted
with increasing frequency, since the Soviet Union instigated the
Outer Mongols to action.

Local fighting broke out in 1935 when Outer Mongolians vio-
lated the frontier near Halhamiso, The Manchukuoan Government
atteapted to reach a settlement with the lMongols through diplo-
matic negotiations, but no accord was reached. The following
yoar (1936), the Soviets and the Outer Mongolians concluded a
mutual assistance pact,l after which the Mongols! attitude stiff-
ened, relying upon Soviet strength.z The historic boundary dis-
putes along the halha River flared again and gradually worsened,
until whole divisions eventually fought each other across the
vast and inherently valueless grassy steppes around Nomonhan.

Manchukuwo's claim that the Halha River was ihe border de-
rived from the 200~year-old assertion of the Halha Mongol tribes-
men. Between 1931 and 1935, neither the Russians nor the Outer

1. Pact signed at Ulan Bator, 12 Mar 36, incorporating a
hitherto unpublished "gentleman's agreement" reached between the
U.S.S.R. and Outer Mongolia in Nov 34. - Ed,

2. On 31 May 39, Foreign Commissar Molotov made the fol-
lowing statement to the Supreme Soviet: "I give warning that
the borders of the Mongolian People's Republic, by virtue of the
mutual assistance treaty concluded ustween us, will be defended
by the U.S.S.R. just as vigorously a«s we shall defend our owmn bor-
ders." D. J. Dallin, Soviet Ryssia's Forejign Poliqy, 1939-1942
(New Haven, 1942), p. 225. - Ed.
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Mongolians objected to this claim, nor lodged a protest. After
1935, however, the Reds asserted that the frontier lay well east
of the Halha, and resorted to armed incursions, starting with the
Halhamiao affair and culminating in the bloody Nomonhan Incident.

It may, at first glance, appear difficult to comprehend why
the Japanese Army found it necessary to risk its fate in a strug-
gle for grasslands valuable only to nomads. The fighting, how-
ever, represented no merely localised struggle for a few square
kilometers of barren steppe; instead, the fate of two entire peo-
ples--the eastern and the western Mongols—depended upon mastery
of the region, as for the past two centuries. The Nomonhan Inei-
dent should be viewed within this broader context.

Early Protests
After Outer Mongolian forces clashed with Manchukuoan border

garrison elements near Nomonhan (inside the state frontier, accord-
ing to Hsinking's contention), the Mancaukucan Government lodged

a strongly worded protest with the Prims Minister of the Outer Mon-
golian i’ooplo'o Republic (15 May 1939). The note denounced the un-
lawful action of the Outer Mongol troops, demanded their immediate
withdrawal and the restoration of the original boundary line (the
Halha River). Kwantung Army Headquarters transmitted the follow-
ing message to the High Command, concerning settlement of the In-

cident:
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T0: DCOFS
Vice Minister of War

FROM: COFS, Kwantung Army

Heinking, 23 May 39

Regarding border violation by Outer Mon-
golian forces in vicinity of Nomonhan, south-
west of Hailar plain: On 15 May, Manchukuoan
Government strongly demanded that Outer Mon-
golians withdraw troops and restore original
frontier, In view of vital nature of Inci-
dent, we cannot but submit affair to local
settlement by arms, for time being, Study of
measures to be undertaken for diplomatic ne-
gotiation is now underway.

In view of progress of negotiations hith-
erto effected between Manchuluo and Outer Mon-
golia concerning Halhamiao Incident and other
similar matters, we intend to regard problem
as issue involving only two cited countries.
We plan to achieve local settlement on basis
that Manchukuwo has only exercised right of
self-defense. It is reported, however, that
Molotov delivered note of protest to Ambas-
sador Togo at Moscow, If Soviet Union at-
tempts to intervene in future, Japanese and
Manchukwoan authorities must unify their o-
pinions beforehand, We are accordingly study-
ing countermeasures and assertions to be made
relative to border incident,

On 3 June, Kwantung Ammy Headquarters received the following

reply from Tokyo:

Military Affairs Sec, War Ministry
Rad Msg No. 879

70: COFS, Kwantung Amy
FROM: Vice Minister of War

Should diplomatic negotiations necessitate
clarification of border line, we should insist



that our bocrndary is and always has been Halha
River,

High Comnand Liaison ,

From past experience, the Kwantung Army authorities originally
felt that the settlement of the border dispute around Nomonhan de-
pended solely upon the use of armed force. Little was expected fram
diplomatic negotiations. Although the Kwantung Army had had Man-
chukuo submit a formal protest to Outer Mongolia immediately after
the outbreak of the Incident, diplomatic involvement was thereafter
avoided, The Army rather feared that if Japan proposed armistice
parleys, they would only serve to stiffen the attitudes of the op-
posing sides. Accordingly, Kwantung Army Headquarters rapeatedly
advised Tokyo to avoid diplomatic negotiations, in order to main-
tain the nation's prestige.

On 17 July, after the Japanese offensive was deadlocked, the
Kwantung Amy wired the following recommendations to the High Com=~
mand:

Kwantung Amy Staff Msg No. 776

T0: Minister of ‘lar
Curs, AGS

FRO)X: CG, Kwantung Army

In view of gravity of current situation,
there is apparently no other means of set-
tling Incident than submission of matter to
diplomatic negotiation between Japan and
U.5.5.°%. Indicate firm cetemination that

5
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we would not hesitate to sever diplomatic re-
lations if necessary.

I hope that you will maintain fim at-
titude and try to guide Russo-Japanese nego-
tiations, considering development of situa-
tion and our military posture in banchuria,
which has been strengthened.

The High Command wired the following instructions, received

at Kwantung Army Headquarters on 28 July:

aGS Rad Misg No. 19
M:  COFs, Kwantung Army
FROM: NCOFS, AGS

You are hereby informed that, in case we
cnter upon armistice negotiations (in accor-
dance with uar Ministry Mil Affairs Sec lisg
No. 83), following conditions have been deter-
mined:

1. Every effort will be made to lay down
condition that troops of both sides will not
cross Halha River.

2, If (1) avove cannot be realized, stip-
wlation should be made that troops of both sides
will not advance from their present positions
after certain prescribed time; or will be pull-
ed back equal distances from present positions.

By order of Chief of Staff

At the time, the Kwantung Amy's intention was to secure the

entire richt bank of the Halha River at any cost. It was feared

that the conclusion of an ammistice agreement, while enemy troops

were still occupying areas on the right shore, would only result
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in a secc.c Cuangkuleng: ceonacle. Uuwost precautions nust e taken,

lest trienal; troops fall into a trap anc sustain heavy losses. If,
hov.ever, tie voviets proposed an amdstice, the Kwantung Amy had no
intention ui vejecting the overture, of course. In view of the at-

titude whici, the Hizh Command had manifested when the Kwantung ammy

Chiei’ of Staff visited Tokyo (20 July), Hsinking greatly feared that
the e-ntral authorities might, on their own initiative, readily pro-
pose an amistice to the Russians if the Kwantung Army seemed to fa-
vor a cease-fire,

AGS Radio Vessage No. 19 mentioned no Japanese proposal for an
aruistice nor did it solicit the Kwantung Amy's views; it simply
"informed" Usinking of the conditions for a cease-fire. Although
no reply was required, the Crier of Staff of the Kwantung Army felt
that it was necessary to clarify his Amy's attitude toward any pos-
sible agreement, and he accordingly dispatched the following com-
munication:

T0: DCOFS, AGS
FROM: COFS, Kwantung Army
SUBJ: Reply to AGS Rad isy No. 19

1. .e agree that we should enter upon ne-
rotiations in case diplomatic talks concerning
armistice are proposec by Soviet sive. If, how=
ever, Amy High Comnand intends to propose armis-
tice, we enphiatically cannot concur; this would
indicate concession by Jararcse side. Suech o=
tion woull merely serve to encourage enemy

roreas, wno are row facing cifficulties in op-
erations and c.pplies; and would eventually lead
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to enlargement of Incident. Current situation
in local region clearly proves this fact.

2. Reference conditions for armistice,
any agreement to pull back our front line
should not be cade. It would mean acceptance
of Soviet assertions (same experience as in
Changkufeng Incident).

If we desire to preserve internation-
al positions of both Japan and Manchukuo, while
guiding the latter, we cannot tolerate any such
agreement. ‘se firmly believe that, under cir-
cunstances, best policy is to maintain lines of
our own choice, and to wear down enemy by re-
sorting to protracted operations,

3. According to intelligence reports ob-
tained to date, Soviet attitude 1s extremely
firm. Even if armistice were proposed by our
side, Russians would reject it; and, to con-
trary, they would exploit fact for propaganda
purposes.

The day after Kwantung Army Headquarters sent its reply to AGS
Radio Message No. 19, an IGH{ onerations staff officer, Kaj. Shima-
mura, flew in from Tokyo. The local authorities asked him about the

real attitude of tre High Command toward an armistice. Maj. Shima-

mura replied:

Negotiations are now underway between Ja-
pan and the Soviet Union concerning the Sakha-
1in problem. Since the Soviet delegates will
probably touch upon the lomonhan Incident dur-
ing these negotiations, our central authori-
ties may be preparing amistice plans. How=
ever, I thirk that they ihave no intention of
proposin; a cease-fire or tneir own initia-
tive. .

Reliever by ba'. Shinawura's statement, the Kwantung Army there-

after mace no turther represertations to the Hisb Commard concerring
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the subject of an armistice.

IGHQ Army Order No. 343 of 30 August called upon the Kwantung
Army to resist with minimum strength in the Nomonhan area. It was
later learned that at the time of the issuance of this order, the

High Command had already decided upon the following policy, which

was not disclosed to Kwantung Army Headquarters:

In order to adjust diplomatic relations be-
tween Japan and the Soviet Union, and to settle
border issues in particular, negotiations will
be opened by us. General problems will be the
first stage in the parleys, after which an ef-
fort will be made to achieve a local armistice

for the time being.

Precautions will be taken, however, lest
our action be interpreted as an indication of

eagerness.

On 3 September, IGHQ issued Army Order No. 349, which reversed

the preceding instructions; now the Kwantung Amy was to suspend all
offensive operations in the Nomonhan area., Once again it was not

learned until later that the High Command had already drafted plans
which were not made known to Hsinking at the time that Army Order

No. 349 was dispstched:

R

As soon as Japanese troops deployed in the
viciuity of Nomonhan have been generally concen-
trated for an offensive, Japan will initiate
diplomatic negotiations with the Soviet Union,
envisaging the settlemsnt of general probleas
between the two countries, while planning to
normalize diplomatic relations.

LL5
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In case war breaks out in Europe, Japan
will take advantage of the new situation with-
out Jelay.

Attache's Messages

On 3 September Col. Doi, the Military Attache at Moscow, sub-
mitted the following opinions to the High Command, with an informa-
tion copy to the Kwantung Army (to be used us "reference material®

only):
T0: DCOFS, AGS
FROM: ARMA, Moscow

I herewith submit my respectful opinions
concerning adjustment of Russo-Japaness diplo-
matic relations in connection with Manchukuo-
Yongolia [MNomonhan/ Incident.

1. As previously reported, in light of
recent relations between Japan, the U.S.S.R.,
and Germany, it would prove advantageous for
Japan to conclude non-aggression pact with
Soviet Russia, if possible. Since Vorld War
II has already broken out, however, U.S.S.R.
will not necessarily agree to German arbi-
tration. Therefore, no other alternative ex-
ists than to propose mere normalization of
diplomatic relations and settlement of disputes.

Sald proposal should not be made now,
when our troops have already mde unsxpected
withdrawal, but sometine after they have launch-
ed large-scale counterattack,

2. It is doubtful whether Soviet Russia
will accept our proposal, Since she holds us
in contempt and boasts that she has already
forced our troops across the borders, it is
likely that she will take advantage of our pro-
posal to drive our forces even farther back
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swom frontier, However, if and when--after our
counterattack--we tender such a compromise sug-
gestion as to withdraw our troops from disputed
zone and temporarily neutralize said zone pend-
ing further negotiations, Soviet Union might ac-
cept our proposal,

3. Amy, for its part, must be prepared
for countermeasures, in view of possibility
that U.S.S.R. may reject our proposal. In
other words (as earlier stated) Army must not
assume positions near Halha River, where war
of attrition might ensue. Main forces must
stand by for action outside disputed sector,
while constructing modern fortifications in
order to be able to seize complete control of
disputed zone at any time. (From political
standpoint, it is advisable to construct per-
manent fortifications outside border line
which Soviets are claiming). Moreover, we
must undertake construction of railroads as
well as military installations suitable for
protracted quartering of large forces. It
is thus necessary to manifest our resolve
and preparedness,

Not only would above~cited measures
fully meet our own requirements should Soviet
Russia turn down our proposal, but they would
also serve as deterrent to Soviet rejection.

L. Even if U.S.S.R. rejects our proposal
after our counteroffensive is launched, all-
out war will not develop, because Soviet Union
will consider it disadvantageous to initiate
open hostilities over such an issue, in view
of domestic conditions. In addition, with out-
break of European VYar, Russia will have to pre-
pare for any emergency, although Soviet-Geiwan
Non-Aggression Pact ir still in force. To be
ready to fulfill her own plans according to
changes in situation, U.S.S.R. can never reduce
strength on western frontiers.

As before, however, Soviet Union will
not abandon plans of restoring @uter Mongol
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border line to which she is laying claim.

If Japan ylelds to Soviet contentions
during Russo-Japanese negotiations, agreement
might be reached at once. Such an attitude can-
not be adopted, however, because it would not
only impair our national prestige but would in-
vite Soviet Union's extreme contempt, and would
result in eventual bolstering of Russian aid to
China.

Such being case, negotiations must be
conducted on equal footing, after undertaking
sufficient military preparations against
U.S.S.R. Local authorities should also make ef-
forte in accord with this policy.

In other words, we should know better
than to underestimate Soviet national power and
will to fight; nor should we try to make
U.S.S.R. bend to our demands by recourse to make-
shift measures. /e must furthermore exert
greater efforts to complete war preparations,
while intensifying home front policies and uni-
ty of nation. Only by strengthening these pre-
parations against Soviet Union can purpose of
negotiations be achieved.

On 5 September, Kwantung Army Headquarters received an informa-
tion copy of another message transmitted by the Military Attache at
Moscow to his superiors in Tokyo. This wire too was marked "for re-
ference use only."

T0: DCOFS, AGS
FROM: ARMA, Noscow

Received AGS Fad ksg No. 294 [concerning
suspension of offensive operations at Nomon-
han/ with heart-breaking grief. Responsibil-
ity keenly felt.

Although I believe that policy toward So~-
viet Union has already been determined, I send
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this message for your information.

1. Have given up resuwmption of diplomatic
negotiations conducted in accordance with your
esteemed AGS Rad Msg No. 276; even if we did re-
suwe talks at present stase, we would have no
choice but to recognize Soviet bor'er claims.

2. If Soviet Russia judges that our forces
will tolerate her actions without attempting coun-
terattacks, she will publicize her victory, as
previously reported. She vill take especial ad-
vantage of unity of her people in order to stim-
ulate confidence in assured victory over Japan.
Although we can judge that Soviet Union will not
hereafter attack our troops across borders which
she is claiming in disputed zone, we cannot never
theless discount possibility that Red Army (which
is more elated over its operational success than
was the case at Changkufeng) will undertake ag-
gressive actions in other places, especially in
disputed areas where border lines are indistinct.

It is needless to say, howsver, that
Soviet Union, on whole, has no intention of tak-
ing positive action against Japan.

3. In view of preceding circumstances, we
must concentrate our strength even though it in-
volves great sacrifices on part of those con-
cerned. At same time, while threatening U.S.S.R.
with counterattack, we must carry out prepara-
tions for fortifications, communications, and
vinter quarters. Thus, by exhibiting our con-
stant readiness to counterattack, we must check
Soviet Union's excessively contemptucus and ar-
rogant attitude; they will not then attempt to
precipitate second or third 'Nomonhan incidents!
on other fronts.

In this connection, we believe that
situation has nov taken worst turn whieh could
possibly have been anticipated. Therefore, as
we have previously urged, authorities concern-
ed should exert great efforts to step up pre-
parations vs. U.5.S.R. and to strengthen do-
mestic wartime setup without delay, in order
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to prevent unexpected hostilities from breaking
out,

L., Now is not time for normalization of
our ties with Soviet Union, which new /Abg/
Cabinet was called upon to achieve; we should
postpone things for a while. In relations with
Soviet Union, only present undertaking should
be effort to maintain silence. That is, we must
changy our attitude of carelessly underestimat-
ing U.S5.5.R. or dealing with her highhandedly.
It will be advisable for us to do our best not
to antagonize Russians, unless they become ab-
solutely intolerable.

Cease-Fire
In accordance with policies laid down by the central authorities,

the reshuffled Kwantung Army command reported on the msasures which
it had taken by 10 September:

T0: DCOFS, AGS

FROM: COFS, Kwantung Army

10 Sep 39, Hsinidng

With view toward settling Nomonhan Incident
according to below-cited policy, Army today dis-
patched DCOFS to locale of fighting.

1. Main force of Sixth Amy, stationed in
vicinity of Nomonhan, will successively withdraw
from present locations and will retura to origi-
nal duty stations. Time for commencement of
withdrawal scheduled for 20 September.

2, Necessary strength will be left behind
in vicinity of Handagai in order to secure that
area and carry out projected construction of
railroad.
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Strength to be retained during winter
totals approximately one mixed brigade, station=
ed west of Arshaan.

Depending upon situation, above-mention-
ed plan may be suspended, and railroad construc-
tion resumed next spring [f9L_Q7.

3. Air Force will continue to perform pre-
sent missions for time being,

lleanwhile, since late August, Ambassador Shigenori Togo and
Foreign Comnissar Molotov had been conducting parleys, details of
which are presented in Appendix G. After the fourth session be-
tween the diplomats, a cease-fire agreement was eventually signed

3
in Loscow, at 1530 hours on 15 Septembar.

Next day, at 0300 hours, Lt. Col. Okikazu Arao of the IGHQ Op-
erations Section, telephoned Lt. Col. Gempu Nakayama, operations
staf{ officer at Kwantung Ammy Headquarters:

1. Although Japan and U.S.5.R. have reach~
od agreement on cease-fire, it has not yet been
signed,
2. Since time for ceasing fire is closs
at hand, Aray will notify its front-line troops
in advance concerning contents of Imperial Com-
mand and IGHQ Army Directive about cessation of
hostilities, in order to give them sufficient
time to prepare therefor.
At 0500 hours on 16 September, the Deputy Chief of the Army Gen-

eral Staff proceeded to the Palace to receive the Emperor's sanction

30 Kaikoah‘ mj_-_’ OCt 39, #781, P 790 - E‘
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for the Imperial Command, At 0700 Col. Seijun Inada (IGH3 Operations
Section Chief) telephoned the following message to Col. Yadoru Arisue,
the new Chief of the Kwantung Army's Operations Section:

1, Imperial Command has been issued,

2. Since no report of signature of cease-
fire agreement has been received yet, we will
not 1ssue directive for time being.

3+ 1f cease-fire is effected on battlefield,
notify us immediately, so that appropriate direc-
tive can be issued,

Ammy must remain strictly on alert, how-
ever, taking into account possibility that agree-
ment will not be signed.

To the preceding phone call from the High Command, Col. Arisue

replied as follows:

1. As of 0870 hours today /16 September/,
front=-line troops are maintaining strict alert,
ready to effect cease-fire, There is possibili-
ty that they will open separate negotiations at
front,

2, Members of our cease-fire delegation
include: Colonels Kusumoto and Kimura; Majors
Shimamura, Ogoshi, and Nyumura (language of-
ficer).

At 0625 hours on 16 September, the following Imperial Command
was formally lssued:
IGHY Amy Order No. 357
1. Commanding General, Kwantung Amy, will
hereafter suspend hostile activity against Sovi-

etdongolian forces in Nomonhan area (including
vicinity of Handagai).
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2. Detailed directives will be issued by
COFS, AGS.

3 3 3 % G 4 3 3

IGH Ammy Directive No. 551

Per IGHQ Army Order No. 357, following di-
rective is hereby issued:

Commanding General, Kwantung Amy, will
handle matters which he, as front-line Army Com-
mander, deems necessary, in accordance with fol-
lowing Appendix,

Appendix: Joint Communique on Nomonhan
Truce Agx‘eemmt8

(As result of negotietions recently carried
on between Ambassador Togo and Foreign Commissar
Molotov, two parties (Japan and Manchukuo, on one
hand; U.5.S.R. and Outer Mongolian Republic, on
other) have arrived at following agreement):

1. All military action on part of both
sides shall cease at 0200 hours, 16 Sep 39, Mos-
cow time,

2, Front line of both sides shall revert
to status as of 1300 hours, 15 Sep 39, Moscow
timeo

3. Representatives of both sides on spot
shall immediately take steps necessary to im-
plement agreement cited in Paragraphs (1) and
(2) above,

4. Prisoners-of-war and corpses shall be
exchanged. Representatives of both sides on
spot shall immediately make arrangemsits for
exchange and commence execution of same.

4e Amplified version based upon IMIFE, Transcript, 28 May 47,
pp' 23)1“-1-‘530 - Eo
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(Moreover, in course of negotiations
between Lkr. Togo and Mr. Molotov, both parties
have agreed to establish, as soon as possible,
Comnission composed of two Soviet~Mongolian ie-
presentatives and two Japanese-Manchuiuoan re-
presentatives, with aim of determining border
line of Mongolian People's Republic and Manchu-
kuo in regions where there has recently been
conflict, Commission will start functioning
as soon as it is organized).’

Upon receipt of IGHQ Army Order No. 357 (and its accompanying
directive), Kwantung Army Headquarters immediately dispatched the
following wire:

T0: DCOFS, AGS
FROM: COFS, Kwantung Army

1. ‘ie have respectfully received IGHQ Army
Order No. 357.

2. Regarding cease-fire, we have formed
local armistice delegation and have dispatched
it to area in dispute, according to prearranged
program.

COFS, Kwantung Army, simultaneously
proceeded to locale of Incident and sought to
achieve satisfactory results by maintaining
liaison with Sixth Army.

3. Names of principal members of local
cease~-fire delegation follow: Maj. Gen. Fuji-
moto (Chief); Colonels Kimura and Kusumoto;
Majors Shimamura, Ogoshi, and Nyumura,
On 17 September the following message was received from Col.

Doi, the Japanese Military Attache in Moscow:

5., Parenthetical paragraphs not included in original Appendix
attached to IGHQ Army Directive 551, but may be found in official
joint communique. Ibid., pp. 23,l42-43. - Ed,
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TO: DOOFS, AGS
FRQA: ARMA, Moscow

Observations till recent conclusion of
cease-fire agreement reveal following infor-
mation,

Soviet Union has withdrawn claim, made
from outset, that alleged border line is dis-
tinct and should be so recognized. Russians
have instead proposed that a border demarca-
tion committee be formed immediately for pur-
pose of clearly defining boundary, This move
is apparently aimed mainly at preventing con-
flict in Far Eas%, since U.5.S.R. has already
conducted large-scale mobiligzation to cope
with situation in Europe.

Measure w:: taken, moreover, because So-
viets took into consideration our war prepara-
tions and advent of cold season., Russians
were also fully confident that border demarca-
tion issue would be easily settled and that
further fighting would prove disadvantageous
to them,

At Nomonhan, the first of two armistice meetings was conducted
at 1600 nours on 18 September, in a tent pitched in no fw~'s land
near “he Halha River. The Russians sent a major-general and eight
delegates; the Japanese, Maj.-Gen. Fujimoto and ten delegates,
After a 3% hour session, the Chief of Staff of the Sixth Amy (Gen,
Fujimoto) wired the following message to Tokyo:

T0: DCOFS, AGS
Vice Minister of Var

FROM: COFS, Sixth Army
18 Sep 39
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Cease-fire delegation reached frank under-
standing with Soviet delegation at conference
lasting from 1600 to 1930 hours today.

1. Soviet delegation expressed no objec-
tion to our proposal that concrete agreement
be concluded to maintain armistice and prevent
misunderstandings. They plotted cease-fire
positions on map and assured us that they would
deliver reply after receiving approval from
senior officer in area.

2. Soviet delegation proposed, in all
sincerity, that every corpse and prisoner-of-
war be exchanged within about one week, in
truce zone midway between both armies. Con-
cerning our proposal that bodies of our men
lying in area controlled by Soviet Ay be
collected by our unarmed soldiers » Russians
assured us that they would reply after report~
ing matter to senior officer.

3. Soviet delegation promised to meet
with us again at 1600 hours tomorrow (19 Sep),
and give replies concerning previously cited
matters,

The Japanese had every intention of concluding a complete
agreement during the second conference on 19 Septembe?, and the
Soviet delegates co-operated fully, A comznmiqua was issued on the
Seme day, summarizing the accords reached:

1. The local authorities of both sides recognize the Togo-
¥olotov cease-fire agreement. Hostilities will hereafter cease on

the Hailar Plain.

6. Supplementary data based upon Kaikosha Kiji, Oct 39, #781,
Pp. 79-80, - Ed.
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2. Neither amy will receive reinforcements, nor will they
strengthen existing positions.

3, Both armies will exchange maps indicating their present
positions, as a means of establishing the cease-fire line,

L. Under the supervision of officer representatives from
both armies, corpses will be exchanged in the no man's land mid-
way between the forwardmost lines of both sides, rear the Halha
River. The exchange will take place between 21-25 September.
Corpses found in no man's land itself will be conveyed freely to
the other side.

5, Soviet prisoners taken by the Japanese side will be de-
livered by truck to the agreed-upon site of exchange within no
man's land. Japanese prisoners captured by the Soviet side are
very few in number and seriously wounded, and it would be diffi-
cult to load them on trucks. They will therefore be delivered
to the Japanese forwurd lines by Soviet aircraft. The exchange
of prisoners will commence on 19 September and will be conclud-

ed within one week,

6., The line established by the local authorities for cease-

fire purposes has no bearing upon the problem of definitive demarca-

tion of the frontier.

Gbservations on Soviet Attitude

Throughout the armistice parleys, the atmosphere was amicable.
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No antagonistic attitude or speech was noticed on the part of the
Soviets, The Japanese could see that the Russians were apparent-
ly anxious to achieve the prompt implementation of cease-fire

7

measures, Says Col. Inada:

The attitude of the Soviet delegates at
the time of the signing was very polite and
conciliatory. They even willingly agreed to
our proposal that the remaining corpses in
Russian-held territory be recovered by our
men, They sald that they had been ordered
by Moscow to do so., This was because the
Nazi German forces were then sweeping over
all of Poland, and the U.S.S.R. was very in-
tent upon seizing its share in that success-

ful campaign.

In the Changkufeng Incident, the Sovi-
ets had widely publicized their "success-
ful® battle, taking advantage of our wolun-
tary withdrawal. This time, however, they
kept silent although they had actually won
the victory. .., The Soviet Union did not
take the risk /of outright war/ because it
was then so intent on carrying out its five-
year industrial plan, and because the Buro-
pean situation was growing acute.

Casualties
A recapitulation of casualty data indicates the severity of
the fighting at Nomonhan. (Also see Photogrephs No. 5-8). The

Soviet Russians and the Outer Mongolians admitted losing a total
of 9,000-9,500, The Japanese lost 18,000 officers and men, ac-

70 Inada, L_ogo E&o, F‘b 56, po 360 - mo
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cording to their own records, although then-Gen. Zhukov (the Soviet
corps commander in the Nomonhan area) later claimed that Japan lost
52,000-55,000.8

Ve have already seen that the Japanese 23d Division alone suf-
fered over 10,000 casualties, out of a T/0 strength of 13,000 plus
reinforcements. By the end of August, the 26th Regiment of the 7th

Division had lost all but 300 officer= and men, from an original
9
strangth of 1,500.

The war in the air was no less severe than the ground fight-
ing. When the Kwantung Army Commander bestowed a unit citation
upon Gen. Giga and the Air Force on 5 September, he alluded to a
total of 1,143 Soviet aircraft destroyed in the course of more
then 100 air-to-alr battles during the entire Nomonhan Incident.

The Japanese lost one air regimental commander (Col. Abe, CO, 15th
10
Air Regt) and 150 pilots killed or wounded. Other reliable Ja-

panese sources state that 1,252 Soviet planes were destroyed (plus
pal

186 probables) at a loss of 149 Japanese aircraft.

8. PExamination of Soviet Army Maj. A. E. Bykov, IMIFE, Trans-
eript, 27 Jan 48, pp. 38,370, 38,372. - Ed.

9. Only one 37-mm. battalion gun was left to the regiment by
then, from an original six pieces. Sumi, loc. cit., 7 Aug 55,

po ]Jo. - mo
10- Mm, Dec 39, #783, p. 370 - Eo

11, Data provided by Lt. Col. Minoru Miyashi, Air Operations
Staff Officer at Kwantung Army Headquarters during the latter stages
of the Nomonhan Incident. - Ed.
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Goabat Lessons
Except where otherwise noted, this section is primarily based
upon data provided by the following officers (renks and assignments
as of the time of the Nomonhan Incident):

It. Gen. Waichiro Sonobe,
G, 7th Div;

Col. Seijun Inada,
Chief, Opns Sec, IGHQ;

Col. Shinichiro Sumi,
€0, 26th Inf Regt, 7th Div;

Lt. Col. Takushiro Hattori,
Sr Opns Staff Offer, Hq Kwantung Army;

Lt. Col. Kazuo Murasawa,
Staff Offcer, Hq Kwantung Army;

Uaj. Takeji Shimanuid,
do.;

Capt. Masataka Iwata,

Chief, OP Sec, Hq 3d Hv
FA Brig.

Geners), Comparisons

Soviet Army tactics had previously been thought to be character-
istically rigid and stereotyped. This judgment proved to be in gross
error at Nomonhan, where the Russians displayed tenacity and flexi-
bility in planning and in the adoption of new tactics. Although
endangered on various occasions, the Soviets succeeded in defending
their bridgehead on the right bank of the Halha River for over four
long months., Such a feat demonstrates the Russian will to resist at
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any cost and the national characteristic of exerting all-out efforts
to achieve predstermined objectives,

The great merit of the Soviet Army was its ability to change
tactics on the spur of the moment, to cope with Japanese counter-
measures, The Japanese, on the other hand, clung to the tactical
principles set forth in the "Red Books."lz Steadfastness of pur-
pose was lacking when the situation demanded concentration of com-
bat strength against one objective., The Japanese were instead im-
bued with conventional ideas of envelopment and annihilation, which
merely looked good; or they assaulted enemy positions without carry-
ing out intensive attack preparations. Such approaches were bound
to expose numerous tactical weaknesses,

The Soviet forces attached appalling importance to military
equipment. They actually limited their officers' and men's provi-
sions to black bread and rock salt, in order to make room for the
transportation of ammunition, fuel, etc. This demonstrates the ex-
tent to which the Soviet Union will go in exscuting its policies—-
a distinguishing feature unheard of in other armies.

For decisive combat the Soviet Army relio'd primarily upon tanks
and heavy artillery. In sharp contrast, Japanese tactics emphasised

the old infantry charge with bayonets, a ridiculous anachronism in
1939.

12, A series of Japansse Army red-bound training manuals de-
voted to anti=Soviet tactics of warfare; prepared between 1933~

350 - mo
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Yo came to have a better iknowledge of the
real capabilities of the Red Army /mites Col.
Imdg7 , particularly of the largeness of its
scale of operations and the value of its mecha-
nized forces. Purthermore, we learned that the
tactics and weapons of the Soviet Army were be-
ing rapidly improved and were utterly beyond
comparison with those of the Japanese forces,
which usually adhered to convention.

e even supposed that, whea the freezing
season set in, the battles at Nemonhan would
not develop into full-scale hostilities.

Such a view was far too optimistic, in view
of the Soviet tactics which were to be employ-
od during the Russo-German tar.l3

3 3 3 3 ¥ K

...The Russians' losses were heavy at No-
monhan. I /Col. Sumif once saw a Soviet lieu-
tenant commit suicide with a pistol when he
was about to be captured., The Soviet soldiers
were known for their toughness, going about
lightly clad even in freezing weather. Although
the Kwantung Army had been considered to be the
cream of the whole Japanese Amy, it bore no
comparison with the Soviet Amy. "he Soviet
soldier looks dull and slow, but he can be stub-
born when pressing forward.h*

Lt. Gen. Yaichiro Sonobe, the Commander of the Kwantung Army's

elite 7th Division, wrote the following critique at the time of the
15

Nomonhan Incident:

130 Imda, _l_o_c_o _C_j_.&o, Feb 56, P 36. - Eo
l‘t. Sumi, ]_.Q_C_- Elt‘" 7 Alu 55, po 150 - Eo

15, Confidential personal letter addressed to Col. Shinichiro
Sumi; no date; quoted at ibid., p. 1. - K.
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l. The Japanese Command commenced oper-
ations without any preconceived plans, (Gen.
Sonobe acutely felt the lack of operational

planning),

2. The enemy was near his bases » while
we were far from ours., Soviet preparations
were complete; ours appeared quite inadequate.

3« Ve were practically unarmed, while
the foe was well equipped,

ks Although enemy forces were strong at
Nomonhan, the theater was considered to be of
secondary importance, and the Japanese Command

underestimated the enemy and the ferocity of
the Incident,

Conflicting Philosophies

According to Japanese military doctrine, the mind triumphs over
matter. "Human-bullet" charges were fundamental offensive tactics.
From a study of military history, the Japanese had seen that frontal
assaults rarely succeeded in the period from 1904 to date. Japanese
victories had always been effected primarily by tactics Mwlving en-
velopment, maneuver, night attacks, and surprise, quite apart from
considerations of morale. Nevertheless, the failure of the Japanese
offensives at Nomonhan, west of the Halha and south of the Holsten,
should have signalled intensive introspection concerning tactical
doctrine. "Human bullets" had proved powerless in the face of mod-
ern technology and belts of fire,

The effects of the Japanese doctrinal outlook vwere felt in the

field of weapons design., The Russians » for example, steadily improv-
od their weapons in the light of combat lessons » but the Japanese
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devoted far more stress to night combat and "moral tactics."

An example of the Japanese philosophy of warfare occurred in
late August, when a conference was held to devise countermeasures
against the imminent Soviet offensive, Certain officers suggested
that the 23d Division should withdraw to the vicinity of Chiangchun-
miso, in order to wage flexible operations, The recommendations
were rejected primarily because of "no-withdrawal® pride, and emo-
tional rather than objective thinking, Col. Sumi states:

| The Kwantung Army made the serious mistake
of thinking that victory could be obtained simply
by fighting with the 'Japanese spirit.' The
phrase 'offensive based upon material superiori-
ty' was later frequently used during the Pacific
War. The Soviet Amy took advantage of such ma-
terial superiority at Nomonhan, only two years
prior to the Pacific Var.

Many Japanese military observers have concluded that the stress
laid by their Army upon moral attributes and psychological factors
derived not only from inherent national characteristics but ales
from the overwhelming and inevitable consequences of inferiority

in natural resources,

Frontagos

On the ground, the battles raged along a frontage of 60~70 ld.‘l.z-
1

neters and a depth of about 20 kilometers east of the Halha River,

16, IEstimate of Gen. Ogisu, Sixth Army Commander; IMIFE, Irans-
criet, 27 n‘y h7, ppo ”,051-520 - no
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The 23d Division (reinforced by one regiment from the 7th Division)
had the mission of holding a 4O-kilometer front. The main and the
secondary defensive fronts covered 16 and 2, kilometers, respect~
ively, while flank security sectors covered an additional 60 kilo-
msters, Defensive positions thus became keys to the whole system,
with intervals of 2-10 kilomsters betwsen individual strong points
defended by 1-3 infantry battalions.

Ground Offensive Operations
Fhenmy infantry originally launched assaulis under artillery

cover, the same as did the Japanese. The Soviet foot soldiers ran
into strong resistance, however, and were destroyed in front of the
Japanese positions. When the Russians realised the weakness of
these actions, they immediately revised their tactics, using armor
and flame-throwing tanks to lead attacks and to overrun Japanese
defenses, while infantrymen followed impediately to the rear.

The Japanese forces which took the offensive early in July
were inferior in strength to the fos; although the left bank of the
Halha River could not be held, deadly blows were inflicted upon sev-
eral enemy tank brigades. The regrouping of those hrigades consumed
considerable time, and the dispatch of replacements caused a miscar-
riage in the operational preparations of the enemy. Despite his su-
periority in strength, the enemy showed 1little imagination in the
conduct of operations but merely repeated wasteful frontal assaults,
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as a result of the first Japanese offensive.

In no circumstances did the Soviet Armmy
appear on the front line. Instead, Outer Mon-
golian troops were used, and the_Russians urged
them on from inside their tanks.l?

Young officers or political commissars usually led the Soviets'
infantry charges, waving a red flag. When these individuals were
shot down, the Soviet troops usually fled in disorganized retreat.
(See Appendix F).

Japanese forces mounted their offensives after about an eight-
hour artillery preparation intended to neutralize enemy gun batteries.
The attacks ground to a halt within two or three hours,

On the other hand, Soviet assault tactics were as follows:

X-Day ~2: Bombing attacks vs. Japanese positions;
X-Day -1: Artillery preparations
X-Day : Commencement of offensive,

Despite such intensive preparations, however, the enemy failed
to inflict severe losses upon the Japansse positions. The Soviets
thereupon sought to wear down the defenders' strength by successive
night attacks employing one infantry division. The Japanese believ-
od that the ensay suffered far heavier casualties than did they, al-
though it had to be admitted that the Russian "human sea" tactics
facilitated the enemy's main offensive effort, by forcing the Japa-

nese to commit all reserves in order to replace front-line casualtiss.

17. Sumi, log, cit. - Ed.
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On the whole, the collapse of Japanese positions went through the
following stages:

1. Defensive positions, constructed in soft earth, collape-
ed under enemy bombardment.

2. Ammunition ran short, in the face of repeated enemy as~
saults. (Considerable quantities of ammunition were buried under
the bombardment).

3. The foe sought to wipe out every antitank gun.

Lo Moving up, enemy infantry gradually approached the close-
quarter antitank defense zone; hand grenade combat ensued on both
sides,

5» Inemy armor occupled the Japansss positions only after
all defensive strength had been destroyed,

If the enemy had co-ordinated his air power, armor, artillery,
and infantry operations better, he could have achieved success much
sooner, Even with far superior strength, it took the Soviets sev-
eral days to overrun a Japanese position. Russian offensives were
mounted in methodical fashion; thelr assaults in late August, for
example, were a typical double envelopment intended to trap the Ja-
panese on Ulyn Heights. The pace of the offensive was so steady
and slow, however, that the defenders were able to pull out their
main forces from the endangered heights and shift them south of
tae Holsten, where they in turn threatened the Soviet right flank,
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If the enemy had coordinated his air power, armor, artillery, and
infantry operations better, and manifested less caution and more
initiative in execution, he could have achieved success much sooner.

Even so, the enemy displayed greater skill in ground-team operations

than did the Japaness,

Artillery Operations
The Soviets at first directed their main artillery effort against

Japanese infantry positions. Thereafter the enemy gradually shifted
the emphasis of his concentrations to the detection and destruction
of Japanese gun batteries, often using tanks a3 dscoys.
Heavy-caliber, long-range artillery is extremely valuable in
operations on great flatland terrain. In the Nomonhan region, mete-
orology poses no provlem in summer, since the humidity is low and the
air is clear. With high-power field glasses, operational visibility
extends to 30,000-40,000 meters. ‘/here terrain does not obstruct, it
is possible to see for 100,000 meters, with 12-power binoculars. The
clarity of the air often plays tricks upon fire-control observers,
Without the help of spotter aircraft, ground observers can func-
tion at ranges of 30,000-40,000 meters, if not obstructed, as mention-
ed above. During the combat along the Halha River, the Soviet Amy
used Rheinmetall 15-cm. artillery with a maximum range of 25,000 and
an effective range of 20,000 meters. Comparable Japanese artillery

(Model 89, 15-cm. gun) had a maximm range of 18,100 meters, and usu-
ally fired at a range of 15,000-17,000 meters.
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The Japanese were constantly harassed by the Russians' 10-cm,
and 15-cm. artillery, firing at longer ranges. In particular, So-
viet gunners took advantage of a hollow on the right bank of the
Halha River to emplace field guns which were screened from Japanese
counterfire by the terrain. Besides these especially effective field
guns, the Soviets took advantage of the fact that their 15-cm. pieces
were beyond the effective range of Japanese artillery. The compara-
tively exceilont Russian guns were well co-ordinated with topography,
and the Japanese were obliged to exert great efforts to secure cover
and concealment. As soon as the enemy detected a target within range,
he immediately took it under fire. Alternative and dummy battery
sites proved extremely valuable,

Soviet artillery has earlier been termed "comparatively excel-
lent," but the Japanese wers mors impressed by the cremy's cuantita-
tive rather than qualitative superiority, for the Russians expended
far more ammunition than did they. After the Japanese offensive in
late July, all Japanese artillery units were strictly rationed in
daily firing; e.g., 2-3 rounds per day per medium gun. In retro-
spect, Japanese observers feel that the underestimation of quantity
may have been the greatest weakness of their Amy and, in turn, un-
derlay their defeat in World War II. Behind this outlook, however,
was not so much a lack of recognition as a shortage of material re-
sources, it is contended,

Ae far as individual Japanese guns were concerned, the Model 90
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75-mm. field gun proved its worth at Nomonhan. This particular
weapon (which had the longest range of all standard Japanese light
field pieces and was equipped with a muzzle recoil brake) had been
somewhat in the discard prior to 1939. At Nomonhan, however, the
Model 90 performed splendidly in antitank, anti-artillsry, and in-
fantry support roles. If the Kwantung Army had possessed even morm
of this type of gun, the combat situation might have progressed far
more favorably for the Japanese.

One of the Japanese observations concerning Soviet artillery at
Nomonhan was the prevalence of dud shells, Exanination of these pro-
jectilos indicated crude external design characteristics and suggest-
od amateurisa in manufacture.

In so far as artillery is concerned, the Japanese felt that com-
bat on flatlands is comparable to warfare at sea, and that it would
have been far better if they had possessed long-range guns of heavier

caliber than the enemy,.

Antitank Tactics
At the outset of the ground fighting in May, Soviet armor fell

easy prey to flaming "Molotov cocktails" improvised from soft-drink
or beer bottles. A month later, however, the enemy had equipped his
tanks with Diesel-burning engines, or covered vulnerable parts with
steel netting. Now that the Russian tanks could not be so easily

ignited, the Japanese were at & loss to devise effective antitank
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18
measures.

Japanese forces which penetrated deeply into enemy positions in
early July were immobilized by the enemy's piano wire obstacles and
were raked by antitani gun crossfire. But when over 100 Soviet tanks
repeatedly attacked Japanese flank positions ir waves s they were re-
pulsed Jjust before they could penetrate the defenses » by the few AT

guns and by close-quarter attack.

Mobile Operations
In flatland terrain like the Nomonhan area, the bulk of ground

force strength should consist of armored and mechanized units. The
Japanese offensive across the Halha eventually failed despite the
initial surprise crossing, largely because all troops had to move on
foot; heavy vehicles including tanks could not get across the river.
The Japanese Army possessed bridging equipment suitable for armor,
but this materiel was in the homeland, not in Manchuria. If the Ja-
panese assault forces could have used armor and trucks s they could
have reached the Soviet artillery and infantry positions before Rus-
sian alrcraft detected the bridge at dawn. A surprise attack could
have routed the enemy, and the destruction of his successive rein-

forcements could then have been effected. For soldiers to move

18, For details, see "Battle Actions, 26th Inf Regt," Chapter
7; and Appendix F. - Ed.
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acroses the steppes on foot is like crossing the Pacific in 8 row-
boat.

Horses are ot needed in the Nomonhan region; they are use-
ful only where trucks and tractors cannot go. In fact, horses are
a nuisance on the flatlands, since motor vehicles can operate every-
where and at full speed. In hauling capacity and speed, horses bear
no comparison with motor vehicles. The animals, moreover, drink pre-
clous water and consume large amounts of feed even when they are not
in use, whereas vehicles do not consume fuel when idle.

Compared to the Japanese, the Soviet Army appears to have as-
cribad more importance to armored fire power than to mobility.
Tanks were often dug into the dunes as immobile pillboxes exploit-

ing guns and protection but not maneuver.

Night and Surprise
Surprise is critical during attacks on the flatlands. During

the initial stages of the Nomonhan Incident, Japanese reconnaissance
units were able to throw superior enemy forces into confusion and to
inflict heavy losses by approaching hostile positions under cover of
darkness and by effecting a breakthrough. Intense artillery fire
plnned down the Japanese on the shores of the Halha, however, and

severe losses wers sustained, since the surprise effect could not

be exploited.

{{ECEDING PAGE BLAMK-NOT FlLD



The Japanese offensive at the beginning of July also failed
to exploit early successes. Superiority in armor and mobility,
long-range artillery, and air power are imperative for achieving
success in aone fell 8woop.

Dispersion is imperative on the Plains in daylight; concen-
tration at night, Japanese units frequently destroyed Soviet
artillery and tanke by infiltrating enemy positions under cover
of darkness,

Throughout the Incident neither side could obtain complete
success by surprise attack. For exanple, i the Soviets, during
their counteroffensive against the river—crossing force, could
have committed one additional tank brigade, all Japanese units on
the left bank of the Halha might have been annihilated,

At night, Soviet ammor maintained a strict alert. To ward
off possible Japanese raids s the enemy tanks usually retreated to
& rear wone of safety, where they covered each other in circular
formation. Late in August, when the Incident was drawing to a
close, enemy armor even operated at night, with single tanks pen-
etrating the Japanese heavy gun positions and overrunning them,

Pavohologioal Warfare

Battlefield paychological warfare was cleverly conducted by
the Soviets., When the combat situation took a turn unfavorable
for the Japeneso during the closing days of the Nomonhan Incident,




the Russians employed powerful front-line loudspeakers around the

clock, in an attempt to demoralire the Japanese troops by broad-
19
casting fluently in their own language (using prisoners-of-war).

Assertions that hostilities were not going in fawor of the Japanese
seriously affected the morale of poorly trained new conscripts. In
the stillness of night, when the moon shone upon the corpses of com-
rades heaped upon the ground in .10 man's land, the bravest of of-

ficers and men could not fail to be depressed by the enemy's clever

battlefield propaganda.

In fluent Japanese, the enemy appealed to
Japanese officers and men alike to surrender.
(In the Russo-Japanese Var of 1904-05, the Rus-
sians used large megaphones for the same pur-
pose /[as the loudspeakers/). This had a dis-
turbing effect. While it was unlikely that Ja-
panese soldiers would surrender to the Soviets,
Japanese officers feared that the appeals, which
were kept up night and day, might weaken the
fighting spirit of the men.

The Intelligence Service Subcommittee of
the Nomonhan Incident Research Committee /lat-
e;7 undertook a study of this battlefield pro-
paganda technique. It concluded that the
fighting spirit of troops in the front lines
can he weakened by appeals to surrender, es-
pecially when the tactical situation is dead-
locked or when tactical supremacy is achieved.

19. Other sources state that the Russians used Koreans to
broadcast in Japanese. - Ed.

20. Data provided by then-Maj. Etsuo Kotani, a member of the
Army General Staff's Russian Intelligence Section at the time of No-
monhan; based upon Japanese Studies on Manchuria, Vol., X, Japanese

Intelligence Planning Against the U.t.5.R., p. 91. - Ed.
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Logistics
The locale of the fighting at Nomonhan occurred 200 kilometers

from the nearest Japansse supply bases, and 700 kilometers from the
nearest Soviet logistical installations. At the peak of the comiat,
the Japanese used about 1,800 trucks; i.e., 320 truck loads per day.
To provide the same quantities of materiel, the Russians needed a-
bout 12,00 trucks, but they actually used more than 20,000, brought
from the Amur and Maritime provinces, as well as from European Rus-
sia. Even more trucks were required, however, and the Soviet troops
consequently had to march on foot; to mass one division t.ook them a-
bout one month,

The Japanese were amazed at the thoroughness with which the
Russians dispersed thousands of motor vehicles throughout vast
stretches of grassy steppe. When attacking the Soviets from the
air or with artillery, great difficulties were encountered in de-
tecting profitable targets; in no case were clusters of vehicles
or guns observed., Enemy camouflage was admirably complete., Ex-
posed troops vere seldom seen on the flatlands.

Japanese LOC motor transport companies were deployed in col-

umns several hundred meters long, with intervals of dozens of me
te~s between individual vehicles (to the front, rear, and side).
losses to onemy fighter attacks were thus minimized.

Traffic regulations must be strictly observed during large-
scale operations on great flatlands like the Nomonhan vicinity,



inwolving thousands of vehicles. These measures were incomplete
during the Nomonhan Incident, on the part of the Japanese. At the
worst, over two-thirds of the total number of vehicles piled up be-
cause of failure to maintain intervals and speed rogulationa._
Motor fuel was dispersed on the flatlands around Nomonhan at
intervals of several dozen meters per 20-drum dump (sufficient fuel

for one truck).

Water Supply, Provisions, and Sapitation
Operations in steppe regions are controlled by water. Units

operating away from water sources must possess well-drilling units.

During the fighting around Nomonhan, both sides lacked water
and sought to include good sources of water supply within their op-
erational zones. The Soviets stubbornly clung to their bridgehead
on the right bank of the Halha River and fully utilized that water-
way as a source of water, one of their main concerns., The Japanese
established positions around the Holsten, using the river for ite
water, but could use the Halha only during the offensive to the west
bank, early in July.

Water played an important role many times during the fighting.
When, for example, Japanese assault troops were preparing to cross
the Halha, they had to bivouack in a waterless region for several
days, before moving up. When they finally reached the Halha, of-

ficers and men completely forgot to cross the bridge and instead
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gulped cown the equivalent of several days' water rations from the
river.

The Japansese organizei a special unit to maintain water sup-
plies, including the purification, transportation, and issue of wa-
ter. Units remote from sources of water supply require drinking
water even more than food. During the last phases of the fighting
at Nomonhan, Japanese soldiers could be seen carrying water in eve-
&y conceivable container. Manchukuoan troops in areas far from wa-
ter supply points even drank muddy water found in ruts,

The inadequate Japanese supply system was
a good example of our unorganized operation.
I /Col, Sumi/ thought that at least one meal
of rice should be available to the troops every
day, and ordered a 2d Lt. to convey rice balls
to the men at the front. The lieutenant went
to the rear and rounded up medical corps person-
nel to prepare salted rice balls, after boiling
the rice in steel drums which had been cut in
half. He must have been making the rice balls
too, for his hends became red and swollen like
baseball gloves.

Viater and rice balls packed in pouches were
brought up to the front, lost of the lakes in
the Nomonhan area are saline, but the officers
and men eagerly drank the throat-searing water.
Water, in fact, was the most precious thing at
Nomonhan. I drank water brought to me in a bot-
tle filled from the Halha River,Zl

Extreme drops in temperatuie during the summer nights caused
body chills and gastric upsets. Mosquitoes were another vexing prob-

lem. (See Appendix F).

21. Sumi, l-_o_C_o gﬁo - E-
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Air Operations

Air power must be exercised actively to acquire command of the
skies over steppe country. Forests and villages are almost entire-
ly absent, and troops or supplies cannot be concealed from the air.
Conversely, air observation and attack are easily effected against
all ground targets. Abandoning all hope of securing cover, ground
troops can only hope to limit their losses under air attack. The
sole pricautionary measures consist of dispersion or man-made shel-
ters for soldiers; dispersion and camouflage for materiel.

During the first month of the Incident, enemy fighters were al-
mos'. always defeated in air combat with the J. meac.23 Soon after-
wards, however, the Soviets adopted "three-le " tactics. The enemy
(who had previously met the Japanese fighters at their same altitude)
now switched to tactics involving three "layers" of flight; i.e., by
dividing strength into formations for low, medium, and high-altitude
attack. The change in tactics harassed the Japanese much more than
before,

Japanese air fislds at Hailar were too far away from the fight-
ing front at Nomonhan to be used as staging bases. Both the Russians

22. The subject of air force and antiaircraft operations at
Nomonhan is treated comprehensively in Vol. VII of the Japanese
Studies on lManchuria. - Hd.

23. Col. Minoru Miyashi, Air Operations Officer at Kwantung
Army Headquarters, states that no Japanese aircraft were lost dur-
ing Phass I of the Nomonhan Incident, while the Soviets lost 62

planes, - Ed.



and the Japanese set up air basss very near the combat zones, since
the topography of the flatlands facilitates the establishment of air
strips everywhere, Aircraft can evacuate the serioualy wounded from
behind the battle lines.

The Japanese felt that the Soviet Air Force manifested no great
skill in supporting ground operations. Russian bombers flew only in
level flight, at altitudes of 3,000~4,000 meters; their raids scored
very poorly in general. The Japanese frequently could not even as-
certain the targets of the Soviet bombers.

Air Reconnaissance
when the Nomonhan Incident broke out, enemy ground forces were

known to be concentrated near Bain Tumen, but their original sta-
tions could not be determined. Not until two or three months after
the commencement of the Incident were the enemy's detraining points
and routes of movement ascsrtained through long-range reconnaissance.
Timely intelligence concerning enemy movements in the Arshaan
area was impossible because of the priority assigned to operations
near Nomonhan. Front-line aerial reconnaissance missions were ef-
fectively conducted, but it was keenly felt that considerable eof-
forts had to be exerted in order to secure vital strategic recon-
naissance data, especially when the enemy took unexpected routes of

advance.

In the case of the Soviet Army's two large-scale offensives,
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early reconnaissance of concentrations and of attack preperations
proved impossible because bad weather hampered aerial observation
missions,

Balloons proved a failure in artillery spotting missions,
since enemy fighters easily shot them down. Clear—cut aerial dom-
inance is a prerequisite to the effective use of defenseless bal-

loons.

Intelligence and Security Functions
Reliahle intelligence reports were promptly collected by Kwan-

tung Amy organs, based upon cabled messages, espionage agents work-
ing in enemy territory, and radio intelligence. Air reconnaissance
was overly depended upon, however, and timely estimates of enemy
strength, dispositions, and scale of operations could not be under-
taken., OSwift countermeasures to cope with changing combat situations
therefore proved impossible—a grave weakness on the part of the Ja-
paneso.%

Hostile natives were a source of danger around Nomonhan. For
exanple, enemy fighters appeared over the battlefront to intercept
Japanese bombers when they took off. Investigations disclosed that

2,, For details concerning the findings of the Special Intel-
ligence Service Subcommittee of the Nomonhan Incident Research Com-
mittee (established in Dec 39), see Vol. X, Japanese Studies on Man-
churia, Japaness Intelligence Planning Against the U,3,5.B., pp.
53-550 - m'
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native shepherds had concealed themselves near Japanese air strips
and had contacted the enemy by radio. Col. Sumi adds:

Soviet intelligence appeared to be superior
to ours, even during battle. Once, when 23d Di-
vision Commander Komatsubara had alighted from
his sedan, the Russians opened up with artillery
against this black car. Immediately after they
had destroyed the sedan, the Soviet news agency,
Tass, reported the death of Gen. Komatsubara,
although there had been no battlefield rumors
of nis death, and the Soviet Union possessed no
evidence to confirm the claim, It later became
known that the Soviets made the statement be-
cause they knew, through spies, that Gen. Ko-
matsubara's sedan was black.
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Appendix F
NOMONHAN DIARY*

Preface

The recent vicissitudes of European nations, and the remarkable
results obtained through the so-called Blitzkrieg operations of the
Nazi German forces, have made me feel even more keenly the value of
lessons learned from the Nanonhan Incident. We clearly cams to know
the physical stamina of Soviet troops and the level of their fighting
spirit and combat technique. However, this did not in the slightest
degree shake our conviction of gaining victory in any war with the
Soviet forces. It must be admitted, though, that we were slightly
inferior to the enemy in over-all fighting strength, especially in
the amount of equipment. That is why we failed at the last monient
to deal a fatal, finishing blow to the enemy. All in all, I believe
that the lessons we learned from the Nomonhan Incident are too valu-

able to consign to oblivion. (See Map No. 27, throughout) .

27 Jun 39
Dawn comes early on the Mongolioan plains. By 0300 hours the

sky over the grasslands of Hulun Buir is already light with the

#* Edited version of extracts from book entitled Noro Kochi
(Noro Heights), by Capt. Sakae Kusaba, battery commander of the 23d
Artillery Regiment. The heavily censored first edition appeared in
February 1941. - Ed,
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morning sun. The Kusaba Unit¥ left Ha:lar at O400 hours on 22 June
and arrived four kilometers east of Chiangchunmiao at 2000 hours on
26 June. At O4LOO hours the next day, orders were received ordering
the Kusaba Unit to detach itself from the Seld Unit and advance 12
kdlometers to occupy the Obone Mountains in order to protect the
main unit, which was concentrating in the vicinity, against enemy
tank attacke,

There are no trees on the broad expanse of the grassy plains,
Overhead, nc clouds shield us from the blistering sun. The Obone
Mountains themselves are nothing but sand dunes which rise siddenly
from the plains to a height of 30 meters,

Manchuiuoan Army units with which we were to work consisted of
a regiment commanded by Col. Sotonoki, and two mountain artillery
guns commanded by Capt. Morita. In addition, one infantry platoon
(under Lt. Ariyoshi) and two AT guns (under Sgt. M. yata) were as-
signed to my battery.

Apart from scattered clumps of willows four or five feet high,
the terrain is desert-like.

About 4O enemy tanks could be seen reconnoitering 8,000-10,000
meters in front. These tanks usually disappeared during the day,

only to reappear and assemble at twilight,

* Vlhere identifiable, unit and detachment designations are
presented in the glussary at the end of the present appendix. In
Japanese practice, names were often used instead of numbers, for
purposes of military secrecy. - Ed.
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We obtained shelter by digging deeply into the sandy soil and
coverang the top with canvas. Scrub willow served as camouflage.

Yhen we ran out of water, we learned that a milky sort of water
could be obtained by digging about one meter into the grovad at the

foot of willow treec growing in moist depressions.

28 Jun

Construction of shelters for observation posts, camouflaging
of batteries, and expansion of communication trenches were pushed.
The sky became overcast at about 1000 hours; shortly after 1100
hours it began to rain. Work was stopped and, except for guards
everyone took shelter. The rain was coming down in torrents, but
near Nomonhan, far off on the Hulun Buir Plain, the sky was bright
with the glittering sunlight of summer.,

At 1530 hours, a wireless message was received to the effect
that the Kusaba Unit was to be detached from the Ise Unit and placed
under the direct command of the Kobayashi Detachment.

Suddenly, at 1600 hours, nearly 4O enemy tanks were seen reising
dust at & point about 10,000 meters in front of our position. They
peeped above the crest line every now and then but soon disappeared
from sight. The construction of positions continued.

At 1720 hours, a report from cavalry patrols of the Mcnchuluoan
Army informed us that enemy tank and armored car units were again

beginning to operate. It appeared that the time for combat was at
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last approaching.

Meanwhile, the Manchukuoan Army reported that an Outer Mongoli-
an cavalry soldier had been captured. Clad in the Outer Mongolian
Army uniform, this young prisoner revealed that he had been forcibly
conscripted and taken away from the Kulun ‘_’ﬁlan Bato;] District a-

bout 10 days before.

23 Jun
Weather -~ fine; sunlight — blinding.
Eneny tank and armored car units to the front seem to have been

greatly reinforced.

2 Jun
At 1400 hours, orders were received from the Kobayashi Unit

ordering the Kusaba Unit to complete preparations for departure.

There were signs of commotion along the enemy front. It seamed
that the main body of the friendly force was intending to seize and
crush the invading enemy in the vicinity of the confluence of the
Halhs and Holsten Rivers, by turning the right rear flank of the
enemy.

Tomorrow, all of the friendly force will begin a general at-
tack. Our detachment is to move up to Hill No. 733.5 ﬁ93.527, six
Klometers south of the Obone Mountains, by 0530 hours, and then
advance along the defile lying to the north. The mission assigned
to us was to cover the left flank of the main body of the friendly
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foree which will be moving up toward the Halha River.

1dul

Weather -~ fine as usual.

Leaving our positions in the Obone Mountains at 0430 hours, our
detachment crossed the sand-dune plain southward and arrived at Hill
No. T33.5 [793.517 at 0530 hours. Far away on the grassy steppes to
the north, the main body of the friendly force could be seen marching
in a long line westward toward the Halha River. In the distance we
also saw friendly transport units rounding the northern foot of the
Obone Mountains. At 0615 hours, after seeing the whole friendly
force pass before us  our detachment wdithdrew from Hill No. 7335
[793.52] and hesded west to catch up with the main body. 1lst Lt.
Takahashi's platoon was ordered to guard the left flank.

We overtook the main body at 0800 hours and then procesded to-
ward Shakujingsngs, the forward objective for the day. By 1500
hours, we had marched some 30 kilometers. When we were passing a
point about three dlometers east of the blue lake of Shaku jingangs,
a great cloud of dust suddenly rose in the distance. Approximately
6,000 meters off, three enewy tanks could be seen advancing toward
us. We immediately concentrated our fire upon them. The enemy
tanks moved hither and thither for a while and then began to re-

treat at full speed.
Imnediately thereafter the first shell from the enexy artillery
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exploded close to our position, followed by heavy concentrated fire
from the heights overlooking Shalu jinganga., About eight eneny guns
(15-cm. howitzers and field guns) were firing on us with considerable
acouracy, By 1525 hours, howsver, our fire silenced the eneny artil-
lery and observation posts. At 1617 hours, approximately 300 eneay
troops (who were acout to go over to the offensive from the crest

line on the left flank) were repulsed. Under our hsavy fire, the

eneny infantry began to retreat in great confusion. In the meantime,

the main body of the friendly force began advancing toward Shakujin-
ganga. DBy 1655 hours, the enemy was in full retreat. This might
our detachment was attached to the Kobayashi Unit, and we headed for
Fui Heights.

2Jul

Wth the fall of Shakujinganga, the enemy on our right flank
(on the Amikulang front) began retreating in the night.

At 0430 hours our detachment completed the occupation of Fui
Heights. We were to stay there until evening. Before breakfas:, a
roar of guns suddenly began to be heard from the enemy's hill posi-
tions,

The target seemed to be the Sakai Unit, which was concentrating
on the southern side of Ful Heights. At 1030 hours, orders were
received from the Seid Unitbrdoring our detachment to neutralize

eneny artillery on the river bank, at a distance of about 6,000
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meters, Our fire was highly effective, but the enemy changed his
positions, and again began firing on the Sakai Unit.

At 2100 hours, our detachment was ordered to cross a depres-
sion and penetrate deep into the enemy position. It was reported
that the enemy was constructing strong hill positions.

The sky was overcast; a soft drizzling rein was falling.

At 2130 hours, we left our positions and headed for the depres-

sion under cover of darkness. It was becoming depresaingly cold.

3l
At 2130 hours last night, we started in the drizzling rein for

the crossing point in the depression. The rain increased and the
cold became more intense. We marched on and on across the vast
plain. Soon we came in sight of the depression where we slaked our
thirst with dirty, stagnant water.

At OLO0 hours we arrived at the crossing point which commands
4 close view of the hill objective. Battery positions were selected
and preparations were made for firing in support of the advance of
the infantry. Due to the delay in road construction by the engl-
neers, we had to suspend our advance, but the infantry crossed the
woet depression at dawn and began to march up the steep slopes of
the hill,

Enemy troops were sighted moving southward about two idlometers

from the hill. Both the enemy and our infantry were unaware of each
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other at first, but a battle commenced soon after the forward ele-
ments of our infantry reached the crest line of the hill.

Suddenly, enemy tanks appeared asidst cannon smoke and rushed
into the columns of our infantry. Our casuslties sesned to amount
to a considerable number.

Meanwhile, a formation of 25 of our 1ight bombers, escorted by
several scores of fighters, appeared overhead and flew southward at
an altitude of 3,000 meters to bomb the enemy in the river conflu-
ence region., Soon, columns of smoke were observed rising from the
enemy artillery positions, and the guns were glenced. Overhead,
several fighters engaged in aerial combat.

At last the road construction work was completed &t 0900 hours,
and we crossed the depression to the rear of the Seld Unit, about
five hours behind schedule. We hurried to the hill, but when we
arrived there the battle was already over.

We continued our rapid advance. According to a staff officer
of the Unit Headquarters, in the previous action the Harade Unit
belonging to the Sakal Unit had been suddenly attacked by enemy
tanks, but had rallied quickly and carried out a vigorous counter-
attack. The unit killsd an enewy tank brigade commander and cap-
tured his sutomobile, in which many important documents were dis-
covered.

Wnile advancing in deployed formation, we were attacked by
nine eneny SB planes flying at an altitude of 5,000 meters, but no
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damage was suffered by the Headquarters or our unit.

Meanwhile, 2d Lt. Hyakutake, an observation officer of the Seid
Unit, came running toward our unit. He shouted, nFifty or sixty
enenmy tanks have appeared on the right front; the Kusaba Unit is to
attack and force them back." The enemy tanks, in an attempt to tram-
ple us down in one 5woop, were making a rush at an estimated speed
of 45 to 50 kilometers per hour. The moment the first tank came
within range, we opened fire. An umsual round of explosions dis-
pelled ocur fear and anxiety. The first tank was knocked out and
wrapped in flames. In an instant, another tank was hit by our ar-
tillery fire. The battle ended soon thereafter when the other tanks
turned and fled. From this experience we learned the importance of
quick action in antitank combate

At 1010 hours we roaumd our advance. About 20 minutes later,
20 enemy tanks were seen charging against the unit commander's ve-
hicle, which had advancad ahead of us; it was a completely surprise
attack. The enemy tanks were so near to the unit commander's vehi-
cle that it was dangerous to open fire. A moment later, however, I
ordered xmy men to "fire contimiously st will." Lucldly, the first
eneny tank, which was about to overrun the unit commander's vehicle,
was wrecked and wrapped in flames. The remaining enemy tanks turned
to attack us, but they were checked by our fire. The crew of one

of the slightly damaged tanks made an offer to surrender by waving
e handkerchief. We waited for a while, but they would not get out
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of their tank (which was equipped with a 45-mm. cannon and a machine
gun). As there was the possibility of a sudden treacherous attack
if we approached to accept the surrender, I ordered my men to de-
stroy the tank,

A desperate battle still continued on the front line. There
were many casualties on the part of our forces. At 1150 hours I
dispatched the 3d Squad, commanded by 2d Lt. Tomiyoshi, to reinforce
the Observation Team of the Seld Unit, which was under attack by ene-
my tanks. Upon receipt of a report that the Tomlyoshi Squad was
enveloped by nine enemy tanks, the main body of our unit turned back
at 1215 hours and hurried to the rescue. We destroyed seven enexy
tanks.

At 1330 hours we arrived at a hill south of the crossing point
and, in accordance with an order from the Seid Unit, we occupied
positions about 200 meters behind the front line, on the left flank
of the unit headquarters. Our mission was to defend the Headquar-
ters and cooperate with the front-line troops. The air of Hulun
Buir was so clear that we were able to see objects 30 kilometers
away.

The battle was still raging on the hill., Afraid of our fierce
artillery fire, enemy tanks resorted to tactice of firing from be-
hind sand dunes. We succeeded in destroying one of them and re-
pulsing the remainder. The number of enexy tanks destroyed by us
since morning amounted to 26.
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Meanwhile, the enemy increased his artillery fire against the
left flank of the unit headquarters and the Kobayashi Unit., We ex-
changed fire with the heavy artillery hill position for about five
hours until 2020 hours.

Due to the intensification of enemy tank and artillery attacks
we were ordered to withdraw from the hill at 2200 hours. At the
head of the entire force, we marched toward the crossing point un-
der persistent artillery attacks. Tracer bullets and signal shots
were followed by heavy showers of shells, After a difficult night
march, at O400 hours we were finally able to reach the steep slope
which led to the crossing point,

According to the motor vehicle and engineer unit personnel who
had remained behind, they had sustained losses from severe eneny
air raids and artillery fire, The wreckage of enemy planes (I-16's
and SB's) which had been shot down by our antiaircraft gunfire lay

scattered,

bJul
Camouflaging ourselves with branches of scrub willow, we ad-

vanced., Enemy artillery fire was severe., In front of the friendly
infantry units, approximately 150 to 160 enemy tanks (in groups of
10 to 15) were seen moving. In addition, a vast number of infan-
trymen could be seen moving among the tanks. The enemy seemed to
be planning an assault against us by relying upon his numerical
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superiority.

Shortly afterwards, approximately 20 enemy planes appeared and
strafed our position from an altitude of 60 meters. The only casu-
alty in this attack, which ended at 1150 hours, was PFC Tazaki of
the 3d Squad, who was wounded in the hip.

The enemy, who had detected our point of passage, stubbornly
resisted. As was expected, soon thereafter enemy planes appeared
one after another over Lake Buir. The planes, SB medium bombers,
nunbering about 16, flew towards us at an altitude of approximately
3,000 meters. Their target seemed to be our positions.

They dropped 50 to 60 bombs successively on our position; con-
siderable damage was expected but, fortunately, our losses were
only two horses killed, The air raid ended about 1250 hours. At
2000 hours, orders were received from the Sekl Undt ordering our
unit to withdraw to a hill on the Balshagar Plain in order to de-

stroy the enemy west of Nomonhan.

SJul
About 0330 hours we found Manzute Lake (southeast of Hill No.

731) in the dark. We rushed forward to slake our thirst, but to

our diemay it was a saline lake. Such lakes are often found in

the Hulun Buir Plain, which has considerable alkali waste areas.
Toward OLOO hours, a commotion arose among the friendly troops

stationed 200 metars ahead of us, due to the appearance of frisndly
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tanks. It seemed that they were moving to our right flank area as
& detachment of the Yasuoka Unit. The enemy confrontihg us had re-
treated to the left bank of the Halha River after the fighting on
the 3d ana 4th. The rest of the enexy was that near to the Junc-
tion of the Halha and Holsten Rivers.

Our unit resumed the advance, and at 0400 hours occupied Hill
No. 731, a desoclate hill only five or six meters in height. On our
left front the friendly tank unit was seen assembling. About 0810
hours, when we were preparing to bivouac, approximately ten enemy
planes appeared through low-hanging clouds, searching for targets;
but after the arrival of our fighter planes, they flew away at
great speed toward the Halha River., Kver since the loss of 100
planes in our air raid on Tamsag on 27 June, enemy aircraft have
been loath to figkt our planes.

At about that time, the sky became darkened with clouds , and
rain began to fall. We were all engaged in pitching tents, shiv-
ering from the chill of the morning wind end drenched with rain.
At this time, there suddenly flashed upon us the idea of collecting
rain water for drinking purposes by slackening the roofs of our
tents,

At 0830 hours, 2d Lt. Hashimoto left to inspect positions with
Unit Commander Seki, Several hours later he returned and reported

that, contrary to reports, there was still a considerable number
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of enemy troops in the vicinity. At 1330 hours Lt. Hashimoto again
left for reconnaissance of the high ground. He returned several
hours later, about 1700 hours, and reported having observed aerial
combat over the depression on three occasions, and having seen three
unidentified planes falling in flames. At 1730 hours Lt. Hashimoto
again left on a reconnaissance mission in accordance with an order
from the Seki Unit. He returned at 0200 hours, exhausted, and re-

ported that the snemy was secretly strengthening his forcea.

6 Jul

s ———

Tt stopped raining about 0900 hours. The night raid sched-
uled to be launched by our infantry lsst night was postponed till
this evening due to the rain. Our unit was ordered to advance to
cooperate with the infantry. At about 1100 hours it was reported
that the Tamata Tank ualt was under severe attack and fighting a
dosperate battle. The Imoto Unit was dispatched to reinforce it.

i1le we were advancing, we were attacked from the right flank
by enemy artillery and from the air by about 80 enemy aircraft.
Sgt. Sakamoto and Pvt. Kurishima were wounded .

Two enexy tanks rushed toward us, but both of them were de-
stroyed by our first three rounds.

At about 1530 hours, four 15-cm. enemy howitzers were discov-
ered firing with thedr shields exposed at & point about 1,400 me-

ters to the right front. We fired and destroyed two of them.
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At about 1740 hours, four enexy tanks rushed toward us. Two
of them were destrcyed by our heavy fire, and the remaining two
retreated. By this time, the eneay lesrned that there was no in-
fantry to support us. Deploying and utilising the terrain, enemy
infantrymen advanced toward us. Only after great difficulty did
we finally succeed in driving thea off. We lost two killed in this

combat, and four or five were wounded .

7 Jul
Last night we took a prisoner-of-war. After interrogation,

he was sent to the rear with the dead and wounded.,

Eneny action increased from afternoon. Apparently their main
firepower consisted of 1l5-cm. howitzers. Enemy tactics today con-
sisted of firing several rounds from one position and then imme-
diately changing positions, never staying at one site for long.

Soviet infantrymen began advancing again toward our artillery
position in an attempt to annihilate us. Jumping out of trenches
and making good use of the terrain, they approached us, some with
mounted Maxim machine guns. In spite of heavy losses, they con-
tinued to come. Only after losing t welve dead and six wounded,

did the enemy withdraw. The time was 1900 hours.

8 Jul
The westher wms fine for the first tume in sany days. At 0600
bours the Seld Unit ordered us to move our position to Hill No. 75,

507



south of Kill No. 731 (which we had previously ocoupied on the 6th)
in order to support the front-line infantry.

The front was relatively quiet today. We succeeded in silenc-
ing the enemy after destroying one field gun and one 1l5-ca. howits~-
er, Our oaly casualty was Pvt, Tanaka, who was slightly wounded.

At about 24,00 hours we were told by telephone that the night
raid launched by our infantry had been successful, and that ele-
ments of our infantry had already reached the Halha River,

2Jul

The dazzling sun was still beating down over the Balshagar
Plain. We decided to set up a forward observation post at a point
eight kilometers north of the junction of the Halha and Holsten
Rivers in order to deal a "knockout blow" against the eneay forces.
They had fled in disorder to Outer Mongolian territory as a result
of the successful night assault carried out by our infantry units
last might. About 0800 hours, an hour after the departure of an
advance observation team, we left for the confluence of the two
rivers. As we advancud, we passed the wrecks of enemy trucks,
armored cars, ani oommunications cars, all amashed to pieces or
burned and destroyed by our gunfire. We also saw the bodies of
several Soviet soldiers. To our surprise, there were also women's
dresses, which reminded us of Soviet propsganda leaflets, found
yesterday, advising Japanese soldiers to lay down their ams and go



back to their beloved families,

Suddenly we found ourselves under rifle fire from a few enemy
snipers to the right front. Despite this sudden attack, we con-
tinued to advance slowly toward a plateau, where the advance obser-
vation team was believed to be located. Soon after arriving at the
plat.esu, we discovered four hostile BT medium tanks moving slowly
at a distance of approximately 300 meters to the right front, and a
considerable force of eneay infantry units making combat prepara-
tions at a point only 100 meters away. It seemed that elements of
eneay forces, despite their defeat last night, were still offering
stubborn resistance in this area, and that therefors our observation
post had advanced too far into enemy territory.

Four of the enemy tanks began rushing toward us, but two of
them were hit by our artillery and set afire while the other two
fled. We soon realised, howsver, that enemy forces of considerable
strength were still operating behind us. A telephone call to rear
echelons revealed that all of our infantry units had withdramm af-
ter their successful night attack, and that we were really all alone
in enemy territory, completely surrounded. The enemy appeared to
be shifting to the offensive again, massing a large number of tanks
and trucks, which were seen moving from Outer Mongolian territory
toward the confluence of the two rivers.

Desplte repeated telephone cells from the Headquarters of the



Ise Unit, urging us to pull back, we continued firing in order to
maintain the present position, which was very convenient for obser-
vation; but we were finally ordered to return to our former posi-
tion. We started to withdraw at 1230 hours. The enemy's artillery
attack gained in fury, but not in acouracy. While withdrawing un-
der a burning sun, we found the wrecks of at least forty enemy
trucks, destroyed by our attack last night. The sight of bullet-
riddled vehicles and corpses lying scattered sbout was gruesome.

At last we reached a steep slope occupied by the Sakai Unit.
Lt. Matsunobu, adjutant of the Sakai Unit, took us to inspect sev-
eral sand hills about 500 meters away, where we found bodies of
Soviet soldiers piled one upcn another in the seamipermanent enemy
positions. He described how an estimated 300 enemy troops, occu-
pying these positions, had been anmihilated by the infantry's sur-
prise night attack of the previcus night. He told us that the
Sakei Unit alone had captured 2 Maxim guns, 30,000 rounds of Maxim
gun sumunition, snd two field artillery pleces.

We marched on to the left, until at last we arrived at the
Headquarters of the Seki Unit. We discovered that two privates
were missing. About 2400 hours, I was awakened by a telephone call
from the Headquarters of the Seki Unit, wich informed me that Pvt,
Fucligamd had returned safely. Being unaware of owr withdrawal,

he had slept in a trench for seven to eight hours but, when he
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awakened, he found that a number of Soviet soldiers had occupied the
trenches only a few meters amay. Surprised, he jumped out of the
trench and made a dash for his life, However, after running several
hundred meters, he found that his gas mask was miseing. The gas mask
container strap had been cut by an eneny bullet, and he had dropped
the gas mask in his desh. Since gas masks were regarded as milita-
ry secrets, he sneaked back into snemy territory, found his mask
with great diffioulty, and then returned to the Japanese positions

safely.
Iresch Life

Although enemy activity decreased after the night attack by
the infantry on the 8th, they contimied to shell us » Sometimes quite
offectively, apparently using previously established markers. At
1830 heurs on the 1lth, a 15-cm. shell fell on our rear wagon lanes,
idlling five and wounding twelve.

Three days after we had first missed him, PFC Hokazono returned
to the unit. In the dash back to our old positious on the 9th, he
had realized that he had forgotten his gas mask. Horrified, he had
gone back to the abandoned position to find the hMghly classified
ghe mask, but when he found the position occupied by Soviet sol-
diers, he abandoned his original intent. He was discovered, fired
at, and pursued, but after several lucky incidents, was able to
evade capture. He had lost his bearings, however, and after
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wandering about on the vast, treeless plain for two days, had been
discovered by the Yamagata Unit and returned to us. He had not
known that another soldier had carried his gas mask back for him,

Toward evening on the same day, four enemy tanks appearsd at '
a point about five kilometers northeast of Hill No. 738. They had
dpparently come to retrieve the four 15-cm. cannons which they had
abandoned at the time of our night attack on the 8th. The Yamagata
Unit immediately opened fire with its AT gun. After two or three
rounds, the first tank was hit and set afire, but it continued to
advance and finally succeeded in destroying the abandoned cannons
before falling over on its side.

Several nights later I heard somebody cry out, "Enemy tank!"
Soon thereafter, a strange explosion was heard and an eneay tank
began burning about two or three hundred meters to the front. The
sound was not that of cannon fire. Later, I learned that an infan-
tryman in our trench had destroyed the enemy tank by throwing a
soft drink btottle filled with gasoline. Since we had destroyed
nearly 300 enemy tanks on the 3d, each soldier in our force had
gained great confidence against enemy tanks,

At Balshagar we spent every day in the sand. There are desert
areas here and there on the vast grassy plain. Every desert area
was a deep hollow which protected us from enemy shells. We led the
lives of moles at Balshagar. As a matter of fact, we thought it

BT,
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was safer to fight on sandy land, because the danger of flying
shrapnel and debris wes greatly decreased. There was the danger,
however, of trenches collapsing when an enemy shell landed too near.
Consequently, everyone wint to sleep with a shovel near at hand.

The sand moves al) the time, so the ancient Chinese called the
desert a moving river. Unlike Japan, the sand is so fine and light
that even a gentle breeze raine a cloud of sand. The extrems tem-
perature ranges, burning hot in the daytime and shivering cold at
night, on the Hulun Buir Plains are balieved due to ths sand,

- 1ife in the trenches is dull, restricted, and close; the ex~-
tremities of temperature and the periodic harassing fire of enemy
guns only make trench life harder to bear. The Hulun Buir Plain is
s vast, flat expanse with no distinguinhing geographical features;
it is easy to become lost in the heavy darknees of the plains.

There were mapy Russians who wandered into our positions. The larg-
est single group taken consisted of eleven Russians who blundared
into the Sakal Unit position on the 1l0th.

What troubled us most in our trench 1ife at Balshagar were the
flies and mosquitoes. The Mongolian mosquitoes are insensitive,
audacious monsters who are able to suck the blood of thelr victime
even through clothing. With the increase in casualties on both
sides, the number of flies increased greatly. ¥e lived in the midst

of swarms of flies.
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To check the advance of our forces va the grassy plains of
Balshagar, and on Noro Heights, the Soviets set piano-wire traps,
40-350 cms, high at most. Once you are caught in such a trap, yw
cannot easily free yourself from the entangling wires; the more
you struggle, the more you are entangled. Contrary to rumor, the
Soviet traps were not electrified.

General Attack

The construction of trenches, replacement of troops, and re-
ploni-chment of ammnition had been in progress all along the front.
On the evening of 15 July, tractor-drawn 15-cm. howitzers arrived,
and preparations for the general attack were almost complete.

On the morning of 19 July, I and one of my men went to recon-
noiter enemy positions. This day, the Nagano Unit had been sub-
jected to violent enemy tank attack since early morning; the enexy
tanks wre equipped with flame-throwers. At first, the situation
was serious for the Nagano Unit.

Our resonnaissance affirmed the fact that the enemy was con-
structing semipermanent positions at both Mitsubosa and Jugan
Heights, to blosk our advance to the confluence cf the Halha and

Holsten Rivers.

20 Jul
Because of heavy rain on the previous night, the general at-

tack, which was originally scheduled for tomorrow, was postponed
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to the 22d,

At around 1700 hours, 2d Lt. Matsuda and eight others arrived,
Two guns were also received to replace those destroyed in cumbat on
the 7th.

2 Jul

At noon, 18 replacements arrived. With men and guns replen-
ished, preparations for the general attack were completed. At 2030
hours, our unit changed positions in preparation for the general
attack tomorrow. Our targets were the Mitsubosa and Jugan Hills.
The observation post was to be set up at a point 500 meters froa
the targets, and the batteries 1,300 meters therefrom. The two
hills were the best of the eunemy strongholds commanding the bridge
at the confluence of the Halha and Holst.en Rivers. So far the Sakai
Urit had not been able to take them despite repeated assaults. Once
these strongholds fell into our hands, enemy activities in the area
would be greatly checked.

The Jugan Heights are about 30 meters high. Here the enemy
had dug into the hill, constructing semipermanent positions and re-
inforcing the inside with log revetment walls, As soon as the gen-
eral attack began, the Sakal Unit was to make an assault on this

stronghold under our supporting fire.
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2 Ju)
The sky wms overcast and black as ink, The general attack was

again put off till tomorrow owng to the uafavorable weather, which
rendered aerial support impossible. In the asantime, eneay artil-
lery suddenly began firing cn the left wing of the Sakai Unit which
had moved forward and occupied a forward position in preparation
for the general attack. Despite repeated demands, we could not give
the Sakai Unit support-fire for fear of disclosing our advance po-
sitions; but finally, at 1515 hours, we got permission froa the
Selcl Unit Headquarters. Although our fire revealed our positions
to the enemy and he consequently began concentrating on our posi-
tions, the sitwiw.on turned for the better and the infantry soon
esoaped from danger,

244

Fine weather for the general attack. Our infantry units were
a.'l.fudy deployed in extended order. At 0600 hours, the order for
the general attack was finally issued and, with the firing of one
&n as the signal, all of our pieces opened up simultansously, At
this time, 4O to 50 friendly bombers flew overhead toward the skies
above the Outer Mongolisn Platesu and the confluencs of the Halha
and Holsten Rivers; their bombing began soon afterward., We saw
white sacke rising from eneny vehicles which were concentrated on
the plateau,




By pow the artillery action was in full swing. 'le were ordered
to shift our objectives to the guns on Jugan Heirhts. After 50 min-
utes of firing, we succeeded in destroying all the eneay positions
on this hill. Our infantry then commenced the assailt on the hill,
and although the enemy's resistance wes strong, our infantry suc-
cessfully carried the hill after fierce .ani-to-nand combat. Short-
ly later, a squad of the Sakai Unit occupied .itsubosa Heiynts af-
ter a heroic assault.

The Sakal Unit, after securing the two aills, moved up close
to the Halha River to confront the enemy. Our unit was ordered to
establish positions on Litsubosa Heights, lie promptly began firing
on the enemy infantry in front of litsubosa Heijlits after moving to
the hill., The Kai Unit continued to fire upon the bridge at the
confluence of the Halha ana Holsten Rivers, where the retreating
enemy was beginning to mill about in zreat confusion, and we finally
succeeded in destroying the orid:e.

The roaring of guns ceased after sunset., The enery retreated
to the opposite bank of the Halna River, leaving the two 1ills and
all other key frontal positions to us. Cn this day our unit alone
fired about 1,000 shells. Our puns contimued firing for 15 hours,
almost with no break (the first shell was fired at 05650 hours).
Tonight, our infantry was to advance to tne right bank of the Halha

River, mop up enemy remnants, and destroy the bridge completely.
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Water and Plains

Despite his defeat on 23 July, the enemy was still concentra-
ting to the rear. Reports reaching friendly intelligence agencies
stated that 1,000 tanks and 1,000 aircraft were concentrating at
Tamsag in Outer Mongolia under a new commander; and that the eneay,
who had lost hope of success in a direct frental attack, adght car-
ry out a gas uttack ageinst us. Anyway, it was known that the sneny
was contemplating new tactics.

Meanwhile, we were leading a monotonous life on the Balshagar
Plain, suffering from severe heat and thirst during the day and in-
tolerable cold at night. Water became critical,

One df:, to our frantic delight, we found in a depression about
five meters away from our trench, a shell crater filled with clear
water. An enemy shell had miraculously hit one of the underground
water channels in the desert.

It was unbearable for us to see Soviet soldiers bathing and
sporting about in the faraway Halhe River, while we suffered from
lack of water. As a result of the severe water shortage, amoebic
dysentery spread rapidly among our troops, In addition to troubles
with disease and the serious shortage of water, our force (which was
spproximately 200 kilometers south of the supply base) was distressed
with a shortage of food. We had rice only several times a month,
and the usual ration was hardtack and canned beef. When the battle
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began to increase in intensity, however, a round of ammunition and
& gallon of gasoline became more important than food.

About the middle part of July, after we had fought battle af-
ter battle, rice and water became extremely scarce. To augment the
food shortage, the troops ventured out during lulle in the battle
to shoot wild geese and deer. Game was scarce near the battlefield,
however. The best place was the vicinity of Chiangchunmiac, whers
the men went to cut trees and obtain logs to reinforce trench forti-
fications, and where there was s lake on which wild fowl were fre-

quently seen.

"Nomonhap Apartments"

At Balshagar the shortage of provisions was the greatest men~
ace, next to the intense enemy fire. As I have said, it was very
hot during the day and very cold at night, and we were harassed by
swarms of mosquitoes and flies. However, we human beings have the
capability of adjusting ourselves to our environment. We often
found ourselves completely oblivious to the dangers of war, and en-
deavored to make our 1ife as pleasant. and comforiable as possible
by ingeniocus use of whatever material was available in our sector.
For example, we improvised bathtubs by cutting oil drums vertically
in half., We filled them with the rain water collected in shell
holes and took baths wearing our steel helmets, even in the midst
of enemy bombardments. One day, lst Lt. Takshashi was taking a bath

519

LR —



when more than 10 eneay fighters came in for a strafing attack. He
had to dive for the nearest foxhole, stark naked.

We decked the dugouts with bunches of flowers and used canvas
sheets (from tents abandoned by Soviet troops) for curtains. When
a field post office was established, many wrote letters on desks
asde of empty ammnition boxes .

Construction of the "Nomonhan Apartaents," each capable of ac~
commodating four or five men, was started at the suggestion of Lt.
Tomiyoshd and Bgt. Furukswa. Dugouts were constructed, the depth
of an average san. Then the walls were covered by piling up expty
ammunition boxes, and the roofs wero made of boards from the boxes.
The construction was completed in less than two days, for there
were carpenters, plasterers, and other skilled men among the sel-
diers. These ngpartment” dugouts were equipped with arteins, desls,
and beds. Many men from other units who wanted to build similar dug-
outs came to see ours. We contimmed to add improvements to aake our

1ife more comfortable.
24 Lt, Hashimoto prepared memorial tablets for scores of dead

courades and placed then on shelves made of empty boxes, extending
around the walls of his dugout. Lb. Tomiyoshi always prayed before

thea each morning and evening.
One man made clogs for us from the thick boards of smmnition

boxss. For thongs he used wire and leather which had been aban-

doned by the enemy. Men also made tableware from fuze boxes and
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empty oans.
We sat in cur comfortable dugouts and often indulged in remi-

niscences about our homes. The men usually talked about farsing,
sumaer festlivals, and other fond experiences, and also about all
the good things they would eat when they returned home.

Sovist Actiom
Wo had heard of the frightful Soviet artillery fire, and this

fact was evident from the battle experience at Changkufeng; but the
intense, around-the-cleck pounding we received from the Soviet ar-
tillery far surpassed our imagination. Although their lines of com-
mnication were four or five times longer than ours, the Russians
sesnsd to have stockpiled a stupendous amount of ammunition at No-
monhan by using over 10,000 trucks. At first we could not under-
stand why they fired ceaselessly even at midnight, when no target
ocould be distinguished. We supposed that the eneay was either in-
tending to fatigue us by keeping us awake all night or was afraid
of our night assaults. More probably, the real purpose was to pre-
vent our changing of positions under cover of darkness. Some hits
were scored during those bombardments.

The quantity of ammunition expended by the enemy must have been
tremendous. In early August, enamy bombardment became so intense as
to arouse my interest, and I used my stop watch to count the number

of shells they fired: one shell per second when the enemy firing
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was comparatively light, but two or three when it was intense. Ac-
cording to our statistics, enemy art.iller fire was most heavy reg-
ularly between 0900 hours and 1000 hours, around 1500 hours, and
once or twice at night. It seemed to us that the enemy was follow-
ing a fixed daily pattern in firing, and seldom changed the target
once firing started. The shelling was comparatively accurate against
our positions which had been captured from the enemy earlier, since
they used mounds built before abandoning the positions as reference
points.

Soviet artillery fire was most intense from the latter part of
July to early August, but from August the enemy began using cast
iron shells (which exploded into large fragments), probably because
of the shell shortage. We judged from this change that the enemy
was firing such a huge quantity of artillery shells that not even
the 10,000-0dd trucks supplying the front, and the much-vaunted
Soviet productive capacity could meet the demand.

Fierce aerial combats were fought almost every day over the
front. The highly maneuverable Japanese fighters usually got behind
speedy I-16's and I-17's and shot them down.

The Japanese used observation balloons to reconnoiter the ene-
ny, since enemy fighters (from a concealed airstrip constructed
near the Halha River) intercepted our reconnaissance planes. In

addition, enemy positions in Outer liongolia were on higher ground
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than ours and our artillery found it difficult to deliver effective
fire., Ve estimated trat the enewy wes moving up reinforcements and
wes making strenucus efforts to obstruct our reconnaissance in order
to conceal his troop movements.

The enemy subjected our balloons to concentrated artillery fire
and aerial strafing. Around 0730 on 25 July, as soon as one of our
observation balloons was raised, throe enemy fighters bore in at low
altitude and shot it dowmn. The two observers met death in their
flaming balloon.

The Russians generally lacked aggressiveness in the air., For
instance, enemy fighters attacked our reconnaissance planes with
considerable daring, but whenever our fighters appeared they fled
without offering combat, even when they outnurbered us almost 10 to
one.

Eneny SB and TB-bombers became very active after the Soviet
artillery received a crippling blow from late July to mid-August,
but we suffered very few casualties because they bombed from an al-
titude of 7,000 to 9,000 meters [sic/.

The Soviet TB-bombers, hovever, conducted neavy night bombings
before, during, and after the great eneay cour.terattack in mid-
August. Their main tergets were our arti.ler, positions on high
ground, Other favorite targets were logistical units, field hos-

pitals, mortar units, and rear points, where the eneny met lighter
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antiaircraft fire. The Russians attacked these rear targets cease-
lessly but did not attempt to attack our AA gun emplacements or any
point where one of their planes had been shot down before.

Enemy antiaircraft gun emplacements were established densely
all the way from the high ground on the Outer Mongolian side, to
the fork of the river, but we never saw any Japanese plane shot
dowmn. In fact, we were even told that it was safer for our recon-
naissance planes to dive into the enemy antiaircraft barrage when
pursued by enemy fighters. The Soviet AA guns themselves appeared
to be of considerable ef ficiency, but perhaps the gun crews were not
well trained. The most annoying experience about enemy antiaircraft
¢ire (as far as friendly ground troops were concerned) was the large
quantity of fragments and fuzes that cained down on our positions.
The enemy did not fire against our bombers but fired intensely at
our fighters and reconnaissance planes. The falling fragments
caused few casualties but fell hard enough to put dents in our hel-
mets,

One morning, around 0700 hours, nine enemy 1light bombers came
in for a low-altitude attack over the Yamagata Unit. Our antiair-
craft guns opened fire; one of the enemy planes was hit and its
crew bailed out. Suddenly a friendly fighter swooped in and cut
the cords of one of the parachutes with its wing tip. The para-

chutist fell to his death. The other two crewmen reached the ground
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safely and were captured, The remainder of the enemy planes turned
and fled as the friendly aircraft turned on them, but two were al-
ready billowing heavy black smoke, and reportedly crashed soon after
they crossed the border into Outer liongolia.

The two captured airmen were interrogated through the inter-
preter at the Komatsubara Unit Headquarters next day. It waslearn-
ed that they had been told that they were going on maneuvers when
they left European Russia. The previous day's raid was their first
mission, but because they were not told that the Japanese had anti-
aircraft guns and fighters, they attempted the low-altitude bombing
without fear, They said that in the Soviet Union boys of 15 or 16
years undergo a mental and phyeical examination, and thoss who pass
are forced to enter the air force. The two crewmen were sent to
the rear after interrogation. The Japanese buried the dead enemy

sirman and erected a grave marker.

ilr Battle and Clooe Quarters Combat

Lfter the general offensive, the enemy's large scale counter-
attacks ceased temporarily. Enemy movements to the rear of the
Halha became less active and tank actions decreased in intensity.
The only vigorous action continued by the enemy consisted of bom-
bardment, wnich was conducted regularly: in the morning, at 1500
hours, at dusk, ana at night.

In August the mornings and evenings were chilly. Indeed, at
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Hulun Buir, the transition from summer to &utumn was already rapid-
ly taking place, Strong northwesterly winds began to blow.

On 1 August the battlefield was quiet from morning, except for
sporadic artillery firing. Before dusk, however, eneany aircraft
were sighted, coming in great numbers through the cirrocumulus
clouds. Taeir targets seemed to be in our direction. The huge
shadows of planes fell overheai, and the noses of the planes diving
toward us were gray and shaped like an orange; fire was belching
from all sides. The tents of the liyaso Unit sent up billowing smoke
as incendiary bombs were drorped into them in rapid succession.

Nearly 80 enemy fighters (I-16) were flying over our unit, the
Miyao Unit, and the rear positions. Formations of three or four
planes dived almost vertically toward their targets, ihen a plane
reached 20 or 30 meters from the ground, it made a half turn, and
its machine gun began firing as it [lew with its wings turned up-
right. This was the favorite tactic of the Soviet Air Force Lo a-
vold ground fire. The Russians planes fired neavily and scored hits;
then they climbed to mske another dive. I am sure that this was re-
peated about 10 times. After suddenly stopping this frenzied tir-
ing -~ 1 cannot recall how long it lasted -- the enesy fighters
sped off in a southwesterly directiorn.

The ensuing air battle with friendly planes was 8 fierce one

that took place at very luw altitudes —- 200 meters from the ground,
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and even 50 or 60 meters at times. Six enemy planes were shot down
in this battle, which lasted less than a minute; the others fled
helter-skelter toward Outer Mongolia.

Soon the enemy opened artillery fire which seemed to herald a
strong counterattack. Gun flashes of tremendous magnitude, which
I had never witnessed before, were seen on the (uter Mongolian
tableland, The enery was firing from new diractions, too., The
entire area was enshrouded in smoke, and our position came within a
firing bracket of 60 to 70 meters. As expected, the enemy launched
a heavy counterattack with troop strength ircreasing rapidly on all
fronts of the Yamagata and Sakai Units, Groups of enery infantry-
men were seen advancing toward us over the grassland in spite of
our continuous fire., It was similar to the counterattack on the 7th,

The Soviets were only 40 or 50 meters from the Jiapanese posi-
tion, and both sides were hurling hand grenades at each other in
incredibly rapid succession. Though many of their comredes fell,
the Russians put up an unexpectedly strong fight, since the politi-
cal surveillance unit in their rear ruthlessly pushed them forward.
Then four or five soldiers in our Sakai Unit positions suddenly
stood up and spreyed the enemy with light machine guns, a bold feat
which took both enemy and friendly troops by surprise., Th« enemy
flinched and the Japanese charged simultanecusly, leaving thedr

hand grenades behind. In the desperate bayonet fight that ensued,
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the Russians proved no match for the Japanese, and retreated, leaving
behind scores of dead,

Throughout the Nomonhan Incident, the eneny infantry proved to
by very weak in the absence of mechanized equipment, while the Jape~
nese axcellence in close quarter combat was apparent. The Russians,
like the Chinese, never cha;'ged beyond a distance of 30 meters from
the Japanese, even in cazes where ‘ne Japanese had been nearly an-
nihilated. They merely came to a point 4O or 50 meters from us,
huried numerous nand grenades at us as they shouted, and then re-
tired. 1In the latter stages of the Nomonhan conflict, we became all
toc familiar with this habit of the Russians and repulsed the enenmy
troops by charging them when they approached us,

A favorite plrase of the Japanese infantrymen was "Hell in day-
light, paradise at night," for in the daytime we had to endure ene~
ny artillery fire hiding in the holes, but at night we could oasily
engage the foe in close quarter combat, During night assaults, ws
destroyed enemy infantrymen and tanks hiding bshind hills or in
ground depressions,

The enemy's major counterattack of that day was frustrated
immediately in front of our positions and the Russians retreated,
leaving fromw 700 to 800 dead on the battlefield. Our pursuing
fire, directed against the area ranging from our positions to the
Halka River, was especially disastrous to the eneny, destroying
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groups of his fleeing troops and finally silencing his artillery on
the Halha Heights., The counterattack started precisely at 1900
hours and ended at 2245 hours; apparently, the climax wes reached
at about 2040 hours.,

During the period from this unsuccessful counterattack till 19
August (when the next major counterattack began), the enemy forces
on our front remained inactive, although they threatened to launch
a minor counterattack on 3 August,

During the twilight hours of 19 August, the enemy launched his
next major counterattack. Enemy air attacks suddenly became inter.:¢
on the 19th., Despite inclement weather for air operations, enemy
fighters started strafing from early morning. No friendly planes
flew up to intercept them that day. At about 2300 hours, enemy
bombers began to attack our rear, at low altitude. The sky was com-
pletely illuminated by AA tracer shells and bullets, and flares
dropped by enemy bombers; pillars of flame shot up after bomb bursts.
Some bombers dropped large bombs in front of our observation post
end then strafed us. The enemy carried out bombings in about 1k
waves throughout the night.,

Near 0700 hours on the following day (the 20t%) approximastely
120 enemy fighters attacked us; about 9,000 5197 meters above them,
53 Russian bombers were flying toward our rear. Bombe suddenly be-

gan dropping in our vicinity and we were nearly stunned. There were
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nine bomb craters, about seven or eight meters in diameter, before
ue,

Eneny air raids grew in intensity both at the front and at the
rear. The enemy bombers kept flying in a huge circle, maintaining
aircraft over us every moment in relays. Enemy fighters seemed to
have silenced our antiaircraft guns after repeated attacks. Soviet
artillery fire grew in intensity, and enesy infantrymen with tank
support startod action along the entire front. We could not handle
this attack, since telephone communications between our observation
post and the artillery positions had been disrupted by the enemy's
third bombing. Finally seven or eight enemy tanks and 500 or 600
infantrymen appeared approximately 1,500 meters before us. We came
under enemy bombing for the 25th time; our forces were now in great

danger.

Combat at Noro Helghts

It was now after 1100 hours, and the enemy infantrymen were
about 1,400 or 1,500 meters before us, when the disrupted telephone
lines were repaired and we could fire,

A hill commonly called "Sakuragaoka" /Cherry Hill/ lay to the
east of the deep valley of the Holsten River (which ran approxi-
mately 500 or 600 meters to the left of our position); it was de-
fended by the Hasebe Detachment. Sakuragacka Hill, about 20 to 30

meters high, overlocked a depression extending along the river.
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In the low ground, about 40O or 500 enemy troops were seen approach-
ing, led by about five tanks, and with their flanks completely ex-
posed, The enemy tanks moved slowly, and the infantrymen emerged
from between them, advanced, and deployed. The tanks then moved for-
ward again and the infantrymen advanced in deployed formation. Re-
peating these tactics, the enamy slowly approached Sakuragaoka Hill,
where our forces were totally unaware of their approach,

The tanks were apparently of a new type; machine guns with long
barrels seemed to hang on the side pointing domward. Eneay infan-
trymen in the lead began to swing around to the west of Sakuragaocka
Hill, We fired first and stopped one of the tanks with the first
round of fire. The enemy infantrymen, taken completely by surprise,
begau to retreat but were mowed down by bursts of shrapnel. But the
tank knocked out by the Imoto Battery did net go up in flames even
after three successive hits., Later it was learned that the tank
Was a flame throwing tank and that the long protruding object which
looked like a machine gun barrel was the flame thrower.

Some of the gallant enemy soldiers firec Maxim machine guns
while retreating. One soldier succeasfully carried his wounded com-
rade on his back until they both finally disappeared beyond the crest
line., The eneny in front of the Hasebe Unit was repulsed but the
enemy in front of the Sakai and Yamagata Units was swarming over them
in great numbers. As soon as they were scattered and destroyed by
friendly fire, new Ruseian reinforcements were pushed forward by the
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surveillance unit. Japanese artillery was inactive due to repeated
disruption of telephone commnications between the gun positions
and the observation posts. Fierce air attacks continued at night
and, on the following morning (the 21st), forty or fifty enemy planes
attacked our rear. Enemy aircraft activity increased.

Supported by tanks, enemy infantry pushed continuously into the
gep between the Yamagata and Sakai Units, and agsirnst ths left flank
of the latter. Our company had only two pleces of artiliery reiain-
ing. During the afternoon, the enemy increased nis artiliery fire,
deployed in the same formation, and moved forwerd «s cn the preced-
ing day (when he had advanced toward Sakuragaoka Hill). The tarks
would first advance to a certain point and the infantry would move
up to them -~ a maneuver which was then repeated. The infantrymen
passed our flank, then stopped to avoid discovery by our friendly
troops to the front, Invariable and persistent repetition of iden-
tical tactics seemed to characterize the Soviet forces, although
they did show some change in their method of using tanks, between
July and August. |

While waiting for the enemy to approach close enough, we found
five Russian soldiers pushing a field artillery gun up a fairly
steep hill, apparently in an attempt to carry out close-range bom-
bardment. We fired, and the first shell was a direct hit, which

scattered the bodies of three soldiers. Subsequent antitank fire
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routed the other troops. Telephone reports of a "perfect hit" came
in from Lt. Hashimoto at the observation point on the hill to the
front. Finally, other enemy troops seemed to have become aware of
the bombardment. The tanks made a sudden turn to get behind the
sand dune and began to fire at us from there. Heavy shells suddenly
began to fall on our position, apparently from their alerted artil-
lery on the hill, As a result, all of the three telephone lines
connecting our observation point and the battery were cut off, there-
by disrupting our bombardment till the signalmen could repair the
lines.

With nightfall, the enemy's counterattacks steadily increased
in intensity. That night the Sakai Unit started moving up toward
Noro Heights, where the situation had become critical Ior the Japa-
nese,

At dawn on the following day, the 22d, I was informed that our
position would be changed. Unit Commander Ise later gave our com-
pany detailed instructions, ordering it to proceed immediately to
support the Sakai Unit which was under close assault by hundreds of
eneny tanks in the vicinity of the old engineer-built bridge over
the Holsten River. I was also informed that our left-wing position
in the sector of Noro Heigihts had been penetrated by a considerable
number of enemy tanks, which were carrying out harassing actions.

I ordered my troops equipped as lightly as possible and, after
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losding four trucks with ammnition, two days' rations, plus obser-
vation and communication apparatus, we departed at 0800 hours for
the hill northeast of the old engineer-built bridge, leaving 2d Lt.
Matsuda and his men at rear supply.

We reached the bridge around 0900 hours. The Holsten River was
dry, and a violent east wind was blowing; the climate was like that
in November in Japan. There was wreckage of Japaness vehicles, ap-
parently destroyed by enemy tanks the previous night; also six enemy
tanks, believed to have been destroyed by Japanese AAA fire from the
vicinity, lay there still spurting billows of black smoke. Shells
from eneay tank guns were pouring into the area. Araul 1000 hours
we occupied positions on the hill held by the Kobayashi and Sakal
Units, on the left bank of the Holsten River. After a brief recon-
naissance, we discovered enemy tanks approaching and destroyed three
of them by close range fire (in the same manner as on 3 July). One
tank each was destroyed by the antiaircraft artillery unit and by
the infantry.

Considerable losses reportedly had been sustained at Balshagar
after we artillerymen left there. In particular, the Hasebe Unit's
position at Sakuragacka Hill was said to have been penetrated by
enemy tanks.

That day, the enemy's fighter attacks continued almost inces-

santly from evening, but the Japanese antisircrafi artillery unit
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seemed unable to fire at the planes, presumably because of an am-
minition shortage caused by the expenditure against tanks.

At nigit we pushed our position-construction work. The plan
was to move from the main position in the ground depression to an
auxiliary position in front, after repulsing enemy raids.

At dawn on the 23d, the enemy opened up heavy gunfire, which
seemed to consist mainly of tank fire. Shella from field guns and
12-cm. guns also landed to our rear.

About 1300 hours, a considerable number of enemy infantrymen,
carried on trucks and supported by 12 tanks, appeared in the dis-
tance. The infantrymen, deploying in the same formation as they had
in attacking Sakuragaoka Hill, followed the tanks. When they reach-
ed a point about 1,000 meters from us, the tanks suddenly stopped
and hid behind sand dunes or in ground depressions. Then the infan-
trymen, armed wiih Naxim machine guns, approached in open formation.
The over-all sitnation was being mimtely reported by Lt. Hashimoto
from Hill 751, We waited for the enemy to close in and then fired.
Our fourth shell hit. Then we advanced to our awdliary position,
where we fired and destroyed five Maxim machine guns in neat forma-
tion at a distance of 140 meters from us,

Thereupon, we launched pursuit fire against the fleeing eneay
troops and then the tanks. The enemy suffered complete defeat with

numerous casualties. From this engagement we gathered the strong
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impression that since the eneny tarks behind the infantry served as
& surveillance unit, the infantrymen were only too happy to take
flight once the tanks were destroyed.

Late that night, 2d Lt. Takayama, leader of the observation
platoon of the Kojima Unit (composed of guns seized from the enemy),
returned from the Morita Unit at the forwardmost position, and gave
the following account of & battle action,

When Lt. Takayama arrived at a trench, as he moved toward the
point where firing from enemy tanks was concentrated, he found one
Japanese noncommissioned officer and only two privates there, and
he remained with them till evening. Suddenly about 300 enemy sol-
diers led by a young officor, aware of our weak strength, came rush-
ing and shouting down the crest line about 100 meters ahead, with
grenades in their hands. The Japanese lieutenant shot the Soviet
officer who appeared before the trench, and ordered his three men
to charge. The Japanese soldiers leaped from the trench and ldlled
more than 10 Russians., The other 300 enemy troops promptly took
flight before only four Japanese.

The Russians threw hand grensdes as they retreated Caught
between the enemy troops and the explosion of hand grenades, Lt,
Tekayama and his men fought bitterly. During the pursuit they were
separaeted from the enemy by a high crest line, and the pursuit stop~-

ped there,
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On their way back to the trench, they came across 12 or 13
Russian soldiers concealed in a ground depression. In c.ose-quarter
combat they destroyed these confused and terror-stricken Russians
who offered no resistance.

The favorite tactics of the Soviet troops were tc fire guns or
heavy machine guns from behind shrubs or groves. As expected, the
enemy tanks were now firing from a low grove parallel with the crest
line about 1,000 meters ahead to the left. We were almcst deceived
by the enemy camouflage which had the same appearance as a grove
located in the vicinity.

While Lt. Takahashi was observing the enemy situation in front,
he was shot in the right knee, as was Pvt. Saito.

The threat of an enemy counteroffensive increased with the
steady reinforcement of snipers. We could not establish contact
with our rear supply, which seemed to be in imminent danger of at-
tack; meanwhile, night was falling.

While we were busy strengthening our positions in preparation
for the enemy's night attack, an order was received at 2200 hours
to advance southeast with the Kobsyashi and Sakai Units and occupy
new positions at a hill to the southwest of Mohorehine Obo. Our
draft horses were four ri behind, and the problem now was the move-
ment of our guns.

Fortunately one truck was provided by the Kobayashi Unit and

537



B

two more by an antitank unit which had arrived, About 0230 hours on
the 24th, guns, ammnition, equipment and personnel were loaded on
the three trucks and we were ready to go. The infantry had already
left for the front, and we departed immediately. As ws were almost
completely surrounded by the eneny, the movement would have cost us
considerable losses had it been & starlit night. But, fortunately,
the fog which covered the plains was s0 thick that visibility was
limited to only 50 meters,

As we pushed through the fog, the rumbling of eneay tanks could
be heard constantly., During the advance, the gun carriuge at the
head of the unit got stuck in a swazp, We extricated it, advanced
about 12 kilometers, and finally succeeded in establishing contact
with the infantry at 0720 hours. There was dense fog even after
sunrise.

In half an hour we had completed the reconnaissance and occu-~
pation of our position; we were preparing to fire when eneny artil-
lery opened up at about 0900 hours. There were indications that
many hostile tanks had penetrated the vicinity of the old engineer-
built bridge (which we had crossed two days before) and that eneny
troop strength was gradually increasing. Our plan for the day was
to advance to the eneny's salient in the south, together with the
Kobayashi and Morita Units, and destroy the eneny forces which were

exerting pressure on our left flank.
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Enemy tank actions were unusually brisk that dey. Groups of
10 to 15 enemy tanks appeared one after another over the long crest
line to our front and then cisappeared in the fog. About 50 tanks
were seen in formsti. .n front of the eastern sallent.

After the fog had gradually cleared by 1000 hours, enemy artil-
lery opened fierce fire, while the Japanese infantry were preparing
for a general offensive.

At that moment an enemy armored car suddenly appeared from the
crest line on the left side and sped to the rigat. In its wake came
a formation of about 45 tanks proceeding toward the Sakai Unit which
was about to advance., After only several rounds, the Soviet com-
mander's tank went up in flames; then another tank #dvancing on its
left burst into flames. The enemy tanks, which had reached a point
about 500 or 600 meters from our infantry, suddenly turned and be-
gan to flee. Soon sfterwu:r. , our infantrymen started to advance
from the bushes where they were hidden.

The enemy tanks maneuvered quickly on the crest line, firing
heavily at us. A fierce battle started at the forward positions.

At 1320 hout-. mr unit was ordered to change its site.

At first the 24 Squad was in the lead by about 600 meters, to
cover the advance of my squad. There were some casualties among our
infantrymen, and it wes extremely difficult to advance becauss of

hawvy fire from enemy tanks operating on the crest line to our front.
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The enemy concentrated machine-gun fire upon us but we con-
tinued to advance again, in order to bring our guns to the front,
about 2,000 meters away.

By 1515 hours we had advanced about 1,500 meters, had occupied
a position in a ground depression 300 meters from the eneny, and
immediately made preparations for firing. Concentrated shelling
from enemy tank guns became intense while snipers gradually closed
in upon us; casualties among friendly infantry forces in our vi-
cinity mounted rapidly.

To save the critical situation, we moved the guns forward and
desperately fired at the enemy tanks. The tank advancing in the
lead was knocked out by our heavy, concentrated fire; then the other
tanks also came under heavy attack. After one of them caught fire,
the enemy began to withdraw. The tank that last broke into flames
disappeared behind the crest line. it that time the headquarters
of the Komatsubara Unit was located 50 meters from the right of our
gunline.

About 1625 hours, when several enemy tanks were seen pushing
from the right crest line, the gun of the Tomiyoshi Squad immediste-
1y opened fire. The first round hit the lead tank and set it a-
flame. After further firing, another tank was shattered and its
crew immediately climbed out of the tank and disappeared. Soon we

saw smoke coming up from an enemy tank in the direction of the
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salient on the infantry's front; it probably had been hit in close-
quarter combat. The forward infantry seemed to be fighting a dif-
ficult battle, however. Unit Commarnders Kobayashi and Sakai, who
took command on the front line, were wounded. Immediately after
nightfall, our unit moved back to its former position, by order of
the Hata Unit.

Throughout the 25th, 26th and 27th, the eneny's aerial bom-
bardment and tank counterattacks increased in intensity. Taking
especiul advantage of the inadequacy of Japanese air strength, the
enemy's SB's and fighters were very active. They observed the point
of impact of shells, and also flew over our positions in large for-
mations or demonstrated stunt flying to intimidate us (a character-
istic of Soviet tactics).

On the 25th our air force carried out one of its very infre-
quent operations, heavily bombing enemy positions. In this battle
two of our reconnaisssnce planes were lost.

Since the vicinity of the engineer bridge connecting Noro and
Balshagar Heights was in danger, Headquarters was likely to be moved
up to secure the area,

At night on the 26th, preparations for movement were made.
Ample provisions, forage, and 1,000 rounds of ammunition were sup~
plied to our unit. By that time the headquarters of the Ogisu Unit

had arrived at the front line,



On the 26th, the following order was received:

1. Enexy tanks which advanced to the vi-
cinity of the old and the new engineer bridges
are disrupting our lines of commnications. An
element of the enemy has occupied the hill
southeast of the bridges.

2, Advance to the engineer bridges this
night and annihilate the enemy in front of the
Hasebe Detachment and the Morita Unit.

The Hasebe Detachment and the Korita Unit (at Noro Heights,
which formed our left flank) were already in critical condition.
Fierce enemy counterattacks started on the night of the 19th with a
force composed mainly of mechanized units from about five brigades,
and primarily directed against our right and lef* flanks occupying
Noro and Ful Heights. The Russians received suppcii from persistent
artillery fire and aerial bombing. This inevitably decreased our
antitank combat efficiency as we gradually lost antitank weapons,
and the enemy began to harass our flank and rear.

Armor need not be dreaded if we are provided with adejuate
antitank equipment such as tanks and guns. Once we are deprived of
effective measures to cowater our foe, however, enemy mechanized
forces display awescme strength and wreak havoc upon friendly forces.

In the early period of the Nomonhan Incident, our infantrymen's
close-quarter antitank combat frequently succeeded, as enemy tanks

are easily set afire by Molotov cocktails. However, due to a gredu-

al decrease in materials for making Molotov cocktails, as well as



the caming of cooler weather and decreasing mobility of hostile
tanks, Molotov cocktails proved less effective., There was no al-
ternative but to depend upon guns to combat enemy tanks. Horeover,
our antitank weapons gradually decreased in number and in effective-
ness due to protracted fighting, with the result that enemy tank ac-
tivities increased in intensity.

Eneny tanks penetrated our position from & corner of Noro and
Balshagsr Helghts along the foot of Ful Heights and the valley of
the Holsten River. They advanced to the old engineer bridge and
threatened the Hasebe and Morita Units on our left flank. We there-
fore decided to advance first toward the vicinity of the old engi-
neer bridge, to destroy enemy forces menacing the flank and rear of
the two units; then we would swing around to wipe out enemy units
which had penetrated Balshagar. The enemy, howsver, already occu-
pied the hill southeast of the engineer bridges in considerable
strength, and started to construct positions. We were compelled to
penetrate the enemy defenses to rescue our units,

The units which participated in the advance were the Kobayashi,
Sakai, Matsui, Saito, Sugidate, Yotsuya Units, and our unit; with a
total strensth of less than one regiment. Particularly in the case
of the Sakal Unit, which was taken over by Capt. Hirowatari, most
of the officers, including the unit ccmmander, had been killed or

wounded in the general attack on the 24th, We were determined to
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annihilate the Russians by antitank and point-blank firing, in which
we excelled.

That night I requisitioned five trucks used for pulling guns
(three from the Soma Detachment of the Midorikawa Unit, and two from
the Headquarters of the Komatsubara and Hata Units, respectively).
Preparations for departure were completed and, at 210C hours on the
27th, orders for departure were issued.

On the Hulun Buir Plain it was already getting cold at this
time of season, when late summer was still torrid in Japan. We
marched on across the dark soggy desert which extended to the de-
pression north of Hili No. 749 (the assembly point that night),
maintaining contact wth friendly marching units.

We felt uneasy and exercised caution at all times, since enemy
tanks and trucks were seen moving in the entire vicinity centering
around the old engineer bridge.

After our unit had continued its forced march for more than
four hours, encountering great difficulty in maintaining liaison
with friendly troops, we reached a sand dune of considerable height,
which prevented us from going further. We were compelled to get off
the trucks and conduct terrain reconnaissance,

Taking the right road and going around the sand dune, we ar-
rived at our rendezvous point in less than 10 minutes. In the hol-
low immediately behind the sand duvne (Hill No. 749) which was the




destination of our movement, triendly troops centering &round the
heacquarters of the Komatsubara Unit were standing by for the march.
Tmmediately after our arrival, they started their march and our unit
followed on their heels. It began to rain heavily, and the road,
cutting across the desert, was unsuitable for trucks.

About 20 to 30 minutes after we jeft the low ground, we lost
contact with our force., There was a sound of enemy tanks continu-
ously moving left, to our front; the enemy, aware of our movements,
was keeping up with us close to our left flank. Then our truck, in
the lead, suddenly bogged down in the swanp in the lowland. The
engine raced, whereupon enemy rifle shots whizzed over our heads;
but we cwuld not return ihe fire, since we had been ordered to ad-
vance in silence. We were isolated among the enemy, and soon trac-
ers and antitarnk shells began to ~all in the darkness. Since all
of us had found shelter in the hollow, the enemy shells flew over
us; surprisingly, we sustained no losses.

1 finally made up my mind to break through the enemy line.
Trucks were successively pushed up to the high crest line and then
the guns followed. Without relaxing vigilance, T organized rifle
teams and charged them with the reconnaissance of the enemy situ-
ation. As we advanced, we found no hostile troops, contrary to our

expectation.

The sound of the sweeping fire of machine guns was heard at a
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point less than 200 to 300 meters from our unit. Since the main
body of the friendly forces had just passed that point, I could not
decide whether the sound came from friendly or enemy troops. I dis-
patched Lt., Tomlyoshi and four men to reconnoiter.

It stopped raining and the moon began to rise. I noticed three
tanks standing abreast in the dark on the crest 1ine 400 meters away
at the front toward the left. I prepared to fire, locating a gunline
at once and moving the trucks to the rear.

The soldiers brought up an antitank gun with 700 to 800 rounds
of smmnition which the enemy had abandoned. I loaded the gun, and
fired it. There was a sharp report of rifle fire from the enenmy,
and Lt. Tomiyoshi, out on reconnsissance, was mortally wounded. The
three enemy tanks emitted flashes of gunfire. As we returned the
fire, the tanks were destroyed in succession, enveloped in flames.
Believing that our unit had been annihilated, the main enemy body
advanced,

Under the point-blank firing of our guns, 40 or 50 enemy sol-
diers ran toward us., They became perfect targets 100 meters in
front of our guns. Under bursts of shrapnel, they fell in rapid
succession. Then I received a report that seven enemy tanks with-
out crews had been found in the low ground in front of us. Lt.
Hashimoto moved forward with an artillery piece and one antitank

gun that had been captured, and fired on the tanks 30 meters away.
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Tlie first shot hit an ammunition-car attached to a tank, and the
tanks were destroyed in succession before dawn.

The comnander of an infantry signal unit reported that 11 Rus-
sian soldiers (apparently crew members of the abandoned tanks) had
been found in a trench immediately in front of Lt. Hashimoto's gun-
line. Four or five Japanese infantrymen killed 10 enemy soldiers
with bayonets, and the remaining one with rifle fire.

Assigned to reconnoiter the enemy situation, Lt. Tomiyoshi,
Sgt. Furukawa and Pvt. Kawashima crept toward the eneny, when they
heard the voices of a large number of men about 30 meters in front.
As soon as Lt. Tomiyoshi called out the password to ascertain wheth-
er they were Russians or Japanese, he wes shot, and the two other
Japanese soldiers were also cut down almost similtaneously. All
three wounded Japanese were evacuated to the gunline, but Sgt. Furu-
kawa died soon afterwards. At the break of dawn, enemy artillery-
men appeared, exposed to full view on the crest 1ine to the right,
busily loading two guns pointed at us. We immediately fired and
destroyed both with five or six rounds of ammrition., Thereupon,
sever or eight signalmen dashed forward and, after fierce clcose-
quarter combat, destrcyed the artillerymen as well as other enemy
soldisrs hiding in the vicinity.

A study of the terrain revealed that the position we hed seized

wes the szme one which we had occupied at Noro Heights on the 22d
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to rescue the Sakai Unit. The enemy had, in turn, occupied it af-
ter we had evacuated it for the gensral attack on the 24th.

The leader of the infantry signal unit came running up, com~
Fletely exposing himself above the crest line. In spite of my re-
peated protests, he insisted that friendly troops were approaching
us. Through my field glasses I could see troops running along an
undulating crast iine, but there were no definite signs to indicate
whether they were friendly or hostile. I climbed the crest line
for further inspection,

Suspecting that the enemy had launched a counterattack, I
turned my binoculars to a nesrby bush and saw a Russian soldier
aiming his rifle at me from a trench less than 20 meters away, I
quickly threw myself to the ground but to no avail ~- I was hit in
the chest and lost consciousness,

After receiving first aid, I was carried to the rear in a truck
together with Tomiyoshi and Kawashima. The enemy on the crest line
to our left launched a fierce counterattack, and friendly artillery
was attacking the approaching enemy infantry at pointblank range.
Under hostile pursuing fire, our truck sped along the valley of the
Holsten River but came to a halt, one of its front wheels dro)ping
into a trench near the marsh. Thanks to a trick from the unit head-
quarters, we continued on our way and reached a field hospital by

a lake at Mohorehine Obo. Tent No. 95 was packed with seriously
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wounded soldiers awaiting first-aid treatment. Tomiyoshi and kuwa-
shima died on the way.

Next morning, 29 August, was the last day of fighting at Nomon-
han,
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GLOSSARY

Unit Name

Harada
Hasebe
Hata
Imoto

. Ise

Kai
Kobayashi
Kojima

Komatsubara
Kusaba
Midorikawa
Miyao
Morita
Nagano
Ogisu

Saito

Sakai (later Hirowatari)
Seidd

Soma
Sotonoid
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Nuserjca] Desienation

— Co, 724 Inf Regt
Inf Regt, 8th BGU
3d Hv FA Brig

— Btry, 23d FA Regt
23d FA Regt

—. Biry, 23d FA Regt
Inf Gp, 23d Div

Prov Comp Btry, 23d
FA Regt

23d Div

—_ Btry, 23d FA Regt
23d Trans Regt

1st Ind FA Regt

71st Inf Regt

- Btry, 23d FA Regt
Sixth Army

23d Engr Regt

72d Inf Regt

— Bn, 23d FA Regt
— Co, 23d Trans Regt

__ Unit, Manchukuoan
Arny



Unit Namo

Tamata
Yamagata
Yasuoka

Yotsuya
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Numerical Designation
Lth Tk Regt

64th Inf Regt
lst Tk Gp
Bn, IGU



Appendix G
DOCUMENTATION CONCERNING END OF NOMONHAN INCIDENT

Col. Takushiro Hattori, the author of the original manuscript
upon which the present study is based, makes the following state-
ment s

Because the local truce negotiations at
Nomonhen followed the transfer of the high-
ranking officers of the Kwantung Army command,
and were conducted after the suthor left his
post at Hsinking, he is not familiar with the
details. Scant data are available to him, and
he has not been able to reconstruct an authen-
ticated version,

This Appendix is based upon the evidence of Saburo Ota, Third
Secretary to the Japanese Embassy at lloscow between May 1938 and
October 1940, From about August 1939, Mr. Ota worked under Ambas-
sador Shigenori Togo in handling various aspects of the Russo-
Japanese negotiations concerning Nomonhan and related problems.*

"On 22 August 1939, when Ambassador Togo, at an interview with
Deputy Foreign Commissar Lozovsky on the question of the Northern
Sakhalin concessions, stressed the necessity of solving various
pending questions, Mr. lozovsky stated that the Soviet Union also

desired the normalization of Soviet-Japanese relations. Thereupon

Ambassador Togo took the opportunity to urge upon him that it was

# Def. Doc. 1581, Exhibit No. 2659, IAMTFE, Transcript, 27 May
I‘?, PP 23,092‘10L0 - E_g_o
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essential to solve, together with other questions, the frontier
questions between Manchukuo and the Soviet Union as well as those
between Manchukuo and Mongolia, in order to improve relations be-
tween the two countries. To this, Deputy Commissar Lozovsky re-
plied that the Soviet Union would study any concrete proposal of
Japan regarding the boundary problem, indicating that the Soviet
Union also desired to solve the incident through diplomatic negoti-
ations.

"Accordingly, Ambassador Togo exchanged telegrams with Tokyo,
and having received the concrete instructions which the Japanese
Government sent after consultation with the Manchukuo Government ’
met Comnissar Molotov on 9 September. He expressed to the Commis-
sar the desire of the Japanese Government to solve various pending
issues between the two countries with mutual good-will in order to
improve general relations, and conveyed to the Commissar that (1)
it was proposed to determine the Manchukuo-Soviet and Manchukuo-
Mongolian border; (2) there was no objection to the establishment
of a commission for the solution of border disputes; and (3) a
commercial treaty would readily be negotiated. In response'to Mr,
Molotov's query as to the disputes which the commission as proposed
in (2) was to consider, Ambassador Togo told the Comxmissar that the
Nomonhan Incident should be solver as soon as pcssible because the

adjustment of relations would be difficult if further conflict were

554

gt



to develop [;§7 Nomonhan. Replying to the further query as to the
Japanese proposal for the solution of the incident, Vr. Togo ex-
plained in detail the Japanese proposal for demilitarizing the dis-
puted area with a view %o avoiding further conflict and contributing
to the improvement of relations between the two countries,

"At the second meeting of 10 September, Commiscar Molotov stat-
ed to Ambassador Togo (1) that the demarcation of the Manchukuo-
Soviet and Manchukuo-Kongolian border and the establishment of a
commission for the solution of border disputes were considered ap-
propriate, but that such a commission should handle disputes on
land which might occur in future as well as invasion of territorial
waters in Kamchatka and Sakhalin; (2) that the conciusion of a trea-
ty of commerce was desired; and (3) that as to the Nomonhan Incident,
it was the intention of the Soviet Union to restore the status pre-
vailing before the incident and to solve the incident by withdrawing
forces of both parties to the line contended for by the Soviet Non-
golians, and that it was considered that that line should be estab-
lished as the legitimate line inasmich as it had been fixed for
years and that therefore the establishment of a demilitarized zone
was not deemed reasonable.

"Ambassador Togo replied to the Commissar that (1) he would
reply to the Russian proposal for extending the competence of the
above-mentioned commission to Kamchatka anq Sakhalin after consul-

tation with his government; that (2) as to the Nomonhan Incident,
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the Outer-Mongolian forces had started to invade the Nomonhan area,
where they had never been stationed before March or April of this
year, and the disputes spread after May; that according to the
Russian propossl of the restoration of the original status, the
Soviet-Mongolian forces were to retreat to the left bank of the
Khalkha Lﬁalhg River and so there was not much discrepancy between
the Russian and Japenese proposals; and that the Japanese proposal
offered to establish a demilitarized area in spite of the fact that
the Japanese-Manchukuoan forces had been stationed in the Nomonhan
area even before the inclident.

nConmissar Molotov insisted that it had to be clarified that
it was not 'demarcation' of the border but was “pedemarcation’
thereof, and repeated that the border-line that had existed prior
to the incident should be restored and that upon securing Japan's
agreement to it the Russian forces would retreat to the line. Am-
passador Togo asserted that Japan could not accept the Soviet pro-
possl because Manchukuo believed the Nomonhan area to be her terri-
tory, insisting at the same time upon the necessity of solving the
incident and calming down the tense atmosphere prevailing on the
spot.

mAt the third meeting of li September, Ambassador Togo offer-
red a compromise plan in which it was proposed that the status pre-

velling prior to May 1, 1939 should be restored and that both forces
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should cease hostilities for this purpose. Although Mr. Togo ex-
plained that the Japsnese proposal was generally in agreement with
the Soviet proposal except that it did nct include the problem of
the border line, Mr. Molotov insisted that Japan should recognize
the Soviet assertion that the line upheld by the Soviet-Mongolians
had existed prior to May 1. As Commissar Molotov insisted on his
stand in a long discussion, Ambassador Togo stated that so long as
the Soviet Union did not agree to the proposal of restoration of
the original status, the only solution should be to cease hostili-
ties at a line held at a certain time and requestod the Soviet
Union for reply. The Commissar promised to consider the matter

and make reply.
WAL the fourth meeting of 15 September Commissar Molotov stat-

od that the Soviet Union could accept the Japanese proposal of ces-
sation of hostilities made the day 'efore, and agreed thereto, and
at the same time proposed a draft agreement on tha establishment of
a joint commission for border demarcation composed of twd repre-
sentatives of Japan and Manchukuo on the ona side and two repre-
sentatives of the Soviet Union and Mongolia on the other. There-
upon, the Commissar and the Ambassador consulted about the time of
cessation of hostilities and related matters, as well as the joint
comrission for demarcation, and the agreement for the cessation of

hostilities was concluded st about 2 A. N. of the 16th., It was
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also agreed that the form of the agreemsnt should be oral instead
of in writing, It was decided that the contents of the agreement
were to ba made public at 3 Ad Mo of the 16th in a joint commni-
quesses

"As to the establishment of the Joint commission for the Man-
chukuo-llongolian border demarcation based on the agreement of res-
sation of hostilities at Nomonhan, negotiations were subsequently
conducted between Ambassador Togo and Foreign Commissar Molotov A
and as & result, an agreement was reached between them on 19 No-
vember 1939. In accordance with the agreement » the representatives
of Japan, Manchukuo, the Soviet Union and Mongolia held eight con-
ferences in Chita between 7 and 25 Dscember, and another eight in
Harbin between 5 and 30 January of the following year, The work
of the commnission for the demarcation of the border in the Nomonhan
area and the district south of Arshan [Arshaan/ River came to a
desdlock because of differences of opinion after tiw studies in
thess sixteen conferences based on maps and documents of high
authenticity,

"Although the discussions in these conferences foreshadowed
the future of the negotiations, Ambassador Tog': resumed ths ne-
gotiations concerning the .satter around March of 1940, and had fre-
quent conferences with Commissar Molotov anu other officers., An

agreement. was finally reached between Mr, Togo and Mr. Molotov on
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9 June relative to the border demarcation of the disputed area and
dotermining the border-line on the map.

"The agreement concerning the demarcation of the border in the
Nomonhan area, signed by Ambassador Togo and Foreign Commissar
Molotov on 9 June 1940, and the map attached thereto, have been
submitied to the Tribunal by the prosecution.... In the lower part
of this map is the notation, 'The border line between the Mongolian
People's Republic and Mancimiuo in the Khalidn Gol area prior to
the agreement of 9 June 1940', and 'The border line between the
Mongolian People's Republic and Manchukuo in the Khalkin Gol area
according to the agreement of 9 June 1940'. Such markings, how-
ever, did not exist on the map attached to the agreement then signed.
Before the Togo-Molotov agreement there had never been in the dis-
puted area any border line markings recognized by international a-
greement. Next to the above-mentiorned markings is written 'Scale
1:11,000,000'. I recall that at the time of the Togo-Molotov ne-
gotiations maps of scale 131,000,000, prepared by the Kwantung
Army, were used, but that at the time of the signing of the agree-
ment the 1935 edition of scale 1:1200,000, prepared by the Soviet
Army General Staff, were /sic/ used for the sake of convenience.
The Togo-Molotov agreement actually mentions this. I recall, fur-
thermore, that that part of the disputed area which the Mongolian
People's Republic ceded to Manchukuo in accordance with the Togo-

Molotov agreement was the triangular area of the Harat Mountainu
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and the narrow area south of the Arshan River, whereas Marchukuo
agreed to cede to the Mongolian People's Republic the area between
the Khalkha River and the new boundary.

"In order to clarify on the ground the new boundary determined
on the map, Ambassador Togo and Deputy Commissar for Foreign Affairs
Lozovsky made necessary ar-angements on 18 June with regard to the
constitution and duties of the border-demarcation commission on the
spot. In accordance with the arrangement the representatives of
Manchukuo and Mongolia held six conferences in Chita between 3 and
2L August and agreed upcn technical matters » and started operations
on the spot after the beginning of September. Meanwhile, Ambassa-
dor Togo was ordered home /by Foreign Minister Matsuoka/ on 29 Au-
gust and left Moscow on 20 October for home. I left for home also,
on 18 October.,

"e.othe settlement of the Nomonhan Incident marked the begin-
ning of normal relations between Japan and the Soviet Unionsess

"The operations on the spot concerning the border demarcation
in the Nomonhan area were practically at a standstill after Decem-
ber 1940, owing to disagreement of views between the Manchukuoan
and Mongolian representatives. However, immediately after the
conclusion of the Neutrality Pact in April 1941 an agreement was
reached between Ambassador Tatekawa and Commissar Molotov that the

operations on the spot should be concluded within the year 1941,



Accordingly, the representatives of Manchukuo and Mongolis met in
Chita after 18 May, and after reaching agreement on technical mat-
ters on 1 June, started operations on the spot on 27 June. The
work was carried on in spite of the Soviet-German War, until it was
completed 17 August, when border-markers were established through-
out the entire disputed area. The matter had been complotely solved
two years after hostilities ceased.

"The general protocol and documents attached , drawn by the
border-demarcation commission on the ground, were signed in Harbin
on 15 Octobar. Although it had been agreed that the governments of
Manchukuvo aud Mongolia would recognize thess documents by exchanging
notes on 5 December, this failed to materialize because of proce-
dural del‘aye on the part of the Mongolian Guvernment and for the
convenience of the Government of the Soviet Union. The notifica-
tion of the recognition of these documents was completed in Harbin
on 15 May 1942."
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Appendix H
SOVIET ARMY VERSION OF NOMONHAN INCIDENT

Editor's Preface
Pertinent Soviet Army data concerning the Nomonhan Incident,

derived from the transcript of proceedings of the International
Military Tribunal for the Far Emst, were incorporated into the text
of Books B and C, Part 3 of the present study. A new Soviet source
recently became available, of sufficient historical significance to
warrant inclusion as a separate appendix: Soviet Army Colonel S. N.
Shishidin's Xhalkhin-gol (Military Publishing House, Ministry of De-
fense, Moscow, 1954). Bditing and abridgment have been effected
from a basic translation furnished by Mr. P. Materman, AFFE Psycho-
ioglcal Warfare Service, Hy AFFE/8A (Rear), whose valuable assistance
is hereby gratefully acknowledged. Statistics and operational maps
ineluded 4n Col. Shishkin's volume have already been cited in Books
B and C, Part 3 of tie present study (see Table of Cortents).

Background
In the literature of military history the name of the Khalkhin-

gol /Balha River/ has become common, Near the banks of this river,
Soviet and Outer Mongolian troops routed the Japanese forces which
trespassed into the Mongollan People’s Republic in 1939. The fight-
ing went on at a time when the international situation was complicated.
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American and Anglo-French imperialists made it known that they were
against the spread of Japanese influence in Southeast Asia but had
nothing against a Japanese campaign vs. the Soviet Union.

The Japanese imperialists, fierce enemles of the Soviet Union,
long nourished war plans against the U.S.S.R. Despite the fact that
early attempts to seize the Soviet Far East and Siberia had ended in
complete failure, the Japanese ruling circles did not abandon their
aggressive course and their plans of achieving world domination,

Instead of checking the Lﬁbrman and Japanoag7 aggressors, the
United States, Great Britain, and France hid behind a policy of non-
interference and actually encouraged the aggressive designs of the
Axis Powers, It was thought that if Germany and Italy fought the So-
viet Union, the belligerente would weaken each other. Then the ad-
vocates of non-interference could dictate their conditions to the
weakened participants., For these reasons, Jspan's hands were left
untied in China and available for provocations against the U.S.S.R.
and Outer Mongolia. Just as in the case of the Lake Khasan /Chang-
kufeng7 Incident of 1938, the Japaunese attack upon Outer Mongolia in
1939 was but one link in & chain, In spite of remoteness from Bu-
rope, the Far Eastern theater was intimately connected with events
in the West, Japan sought to occupy operationally valuable military
bases for use in any future war with Russia., At the same time the

Japanese wunted to test the military preparedness of the Soviet Army.
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Then again, Japen was a member of the Axis and was acting in the in-
terests of Germany by waging hostilities along the Soviet Far East-
ern frontiers in order to distract Russian attention from the West,
The defeat of the Japanese near the Khalkhin-gol had far-reach-
ing military and political consequences. In the battles, the Soviet
Army demonstrated to the world its indestructible military might, its
first-class military techniques, and the high operational and tacti-
cal abilities of the generals and the officer corps. By delivering
a smashing blow to the Japanese, the Soviet Army insured the securi-
ty of Far Eastern Russia and the integrity of her frontiers.
Although the scope of the Khalkhin-gol operations was insignifi-
cant by comparison to the war of 1941-,5 in Russia, the conflict nev-
ertheless included large-scale engagement of air power, tanks, and
armored cars. The instructional value of such operations was great,
They produced one of history's most brilliant examples of encircle-
ment and utter annihilation of a military foe. The battles were
characterized by extremely d.fficult conditions: desert land, a com-
plete absence of roads, and extended lines of communication on the

part of the Soviet-longoliar forces.
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Prelude

The territory of Outer Mongolia was long the objective of Ja-
panese imperialism. From the beginning of the Soviet period, the
Japanese attempted to convert Mongolia into a colony by creating a
"Greater ilongolian Nation" extending from Lake Baikal to Tibet, and
from Manchuria to eastern Turkestan. The Mongolian people with the
aid of the Soviet Union destroyed all the plans of the foreign im-
perialists and ejected these agitators and their Whitel assistants.
In spite of their setbacks, however, the Jar:c.ese 1.ever abandoned
tiieir designs.

Mongolia attracted Japanese attention not so much for its natu-
ral resources as for its strategic location. In Japanese plans, Non-
golia was the key to Soviet Asia and a base of attack along the short-
est operational route laading directly into the Soviet Trans-Baikal
from the south, Mongolia threatened the entire Soviet Far East,

In or'er to justify their adventures before public opinion, and
thereby foment an excuse for the invasion of Outer Mongolia, the Ja-
panese militarists laid claim to portions of Mongol territory lying
on the eastern banks of the Khalkhin-gol. In order to prepare a le-
gal basis for these claims, the Japanese faked the printed national

boundaries of Outer Mongolia. False Japanese maps of 1935 arbitrar-

1. The author is here referring to political complexion. - Ed.
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ily shifted the borders 20 kilometers westward, thus placing the
frontier along the Khalkhin-gol itself,

The internatiocnal situation encouraged the Japanese to launch
a number ¢f provocative attacks against the territory of Outer Mon-
golia (around Lake Buir Nor) in 1935-36, When, on 12 March 1936,
the U.S.S5.R. and the kongolian People's Republic signed a military
assistance agreement, the Japanese ruling circles knew about it,
They well understood that a continuation of the attacks against
Outer Longolia would mean the simultaneous military involvement of
the Soviet Union. The Japanese, nevertheless, remained bent upon
testing forces on a scale larger than at Lake Khasan.

In China, however, the prolonged war waged by the Japanese de-
manded the concentration of all their strength and resources. Stuck
there, they could not commence the realization of their large-scale
ambitions vs. Outer Longolia. They therefore undertook only a very
limited objective in 1939: forcefully to detach the eastern portiocn
of Outer longolian territory, which represents a wedge into Manchu-
kuo, On 31 October 1939, V. M. Molotov, reporting on the foreign
policy of the Soviet Government, stated that /the Nomonhan Incident/
"was created by Japan in her attempt to occupy part of the territo-
ries of the Kongolian People's Republic and thersby change to her ad-
vantage the Mongol-lanchurian frontiesrs, by force."

If the Japanese were successful, they intended to penetrate So-

viet territory in order to cut the Trans-Siberian rail network, there-
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by severing European Russia from her Far East., To concentrate their
forces, the Japanese had a suitable staging area between the Greater
Hsingan range and the Soviet-Longolian frontiers. Two relativaly well-
developed railroads led into this region from the interior of Lanchu-
kuo. One led frum Tsitsihar to Hailer via Pokotu; the other from
Taoan (Paichengtzu) toward Kanchuerhmiao via Solun.2

To prepare for the deploymant of their forces, the Japanese for-
tified the vicinity of Hailar; took steps to increase the operational
capabilities of the Harbin-Tsitsihar-Hailar rail line; and commenced
the construction of a railroad from Solun to Kanchuerhmizo., The east-
ern salient of Outer liongol territory comes close to the foothills of
the Greater Hsingans at a point where the Taoan-Solur line enters the
Bargut [ihner Longolia§7 region after traversing the mountain passes,
This wedge can block the exit tc the lowlands and explains the Japa-
nese action in beginning the construction of the Solun-Kanchuerhmiao
line, close to the borders. Since the new line was located near the
Hsingan passes, however, it could serve as a useful axis for offen-
sive operations launched from Outer llongolia into llanchukuo, or for
assaults ageinst the flank and rear of the fortified zone at Hailar,
The characteristics of the strategic situation were deemed unsatis-

factory by the Japanese, who decided to correct things by force.

2, See Lap No. 8, "Transportation Facilities, liest lanchuria,"”
in Vol. III, Japanese Studies cn lanchuria, Part 4. - Ed.
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Nor should it be overlooked that the Japanese wanted to restore,
in the eyes of the public, the prestige lost when the Japanese Ar-
ay was defeated by the Soviets near Lake Khasan, the year before.

At the beginning of 1939, Japanese preparations for an attack
on Outer Mongolia increased visibly. Moving from the interior of
Manchukuo, Japarnzse troops concentrated near the eastern frontiers
of Outer Mongolia. Aircraft were moved in from North China and Ja-
pan itself, while heavy artillery was hauled from Port Art'.hu.r.3 The
Kwantung Army command took advantage of the poor organization of the
Outer Mongolian border guard system east of the Knalkhin-gol to con-
duct a number of reconnaissance missions in the region of the forth-
coming operativis.

Japanese violations of the Outer Mongol borders were comnittad
opaaly. On 1, January 1939, several regiments of Japanese and native
cavalry attacked the Outer Mongols' 7th Border Outpost, in the vicin-
ity of Nomonhan Burd-obo. The Mongolians were surounded, one caval-
ry g_;.__rik_h was wounded, and the outpost commander was captured. Two
weeks later, 21 Japanese-fabricated leaflets were found, over the al-
leged signature of the captured outpost chief, calling for a break-

off in friendship between the U.S.S.R. and the Mongolian Pecple's

Republic .

3, Believed to be confused with the case of the Manchurian In-
cideat in 1931, not 1939. - Ed.

L. Teirik: A private soldier in the Outer Mongolian Army. - Ed.
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On many other occasions in February and March 1939, Japanese
troops in varying strength violated Outer Mongolian territory on
the eastern shores of the Khalkhin-gol. By May, the prowvocations
assumed the proportions of open military operations waged by reg-
ular Japanese Army forces. On 11 May 1939, Japanese and native
cavalrymen, some 300-strong, attacked a Mongol border outpost in-
side the territory of Outer Mongolia while, at the same time, Ja-
panese aircraft went into action against Mongol border guard sta-
tions,

The threat of attack by the forces of Japan and Manchukuo
loomed over the Mongolian People's Republic. As a consequence,
the Soviet Government decided to defend the Outer Mongolian bor-
ders as if they were its om, In conformity with the Rueso-lMon-
gol treaty of mutual assistance, the Soviet Army command ordered
the transfer of certain of its forces to the region of Tamsag, lo-
cated 125-30 kilometers from ths Khalkhin-gol.

Local Characteristics
The type of terrain over which the battles were fought great-

1y affected the rature cf the operations. East of the Khalkhin-gol
[:lloged by the Soviets to be Outer Mongol torritorﬂ the battle
zone extended 20 kilometers; the frontage totalled 60-70 kilometers.
The land east of the Khalkhin-gol is characterized by sand dunes and

hillocks (reaching elevations of LO-50 meters above the surrounding
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country; and by valleys, hollows, and furrows as deep as LO meters.
The sand hills and the depressions greatly complicate directional
orientation, while at the same time they facilitate the camouflage
of firing positions. Action by tanks and armored cars is extreme~
ly difficult in certain sectors » While motor transportation is al-
most impossible.

The region /of Nomonhan/ is divided into a northern sad a south-
orn sector by the Holaten River, a tributary of the Khalkhin-gol,
The Holsten is 3-4 meters wide and two meters deep, with an extreme-
ly muddy valley that reaches a width of 1,500 meters. Valley alopes
are sandy and steep~—15-30 degrees, sorotimes 45 degrees., Inaamch
as the Holsten invariably separated the field forces into two groupe,
it became very difficult to maneuver in concert, especially where
armor and artillery were concerned.

Parallel to the battle front, the Khalkhin-gol traverses the
entire region. The river's width reaches 120-130 meters; its depth
is two meters or mors; and its current flows at the rate of 0.8 me-
ters per seccnd. Constituting a desp hollow, 1-3 kilometers wde,
the valley of the Khalkhin-gol is scmet‘mes extremely umddy. Steep-
ness of the valley floor varies from 25-30 degraes on the ‘nort.heut
to a maximum of 75 degrees along certain portions of the wstern
shores. The reglon west of the river is a flat and sandy plain,
devold of natural camouflage or hiding places. This side of the
waterway is dominated by the eastern shores » & fact which figured
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praminently in the Japanese Army's attempt to seize the esstern banks,

Nention wes previously made that two rail lines [T.s., routes/
approach the combat zone from the interior of Manchukuo., The first
(formerly called the Chinese Eastern Redllway) passes within 120 kdlo-
meters of the region, while the newly built second line extends from
Solun to Kanchuerhmiao,5 with its nearest station (Handagai) situat-
ed 60 iilometers from the battle front. In addition to the rail
lines, two dirt roads lead from Hailar to the borders of Outer Mon-
golia; they were used by the Japanese to transfer troops and organ-
ize their rear.

The region selected by the Japanese to attack was extremely
unfavorable from the standpoint of the Soviet-Mongolian forces. The
nearest railroad station was at Borzya, 75 kdlometers away, while the
battle zone itself was unpopulated and devoid of adequate water sup-
plies. West of the Khalkhin-gol, the flat and open desert country
rendered direction-finding difficult on the part of ground troops,
at the same time that the terrain was under the constsnt threat of
observation from the sand hillocks east of the river.

The troops of the Outer Mongolian Army knew the area only poor-
ly, and even lacked maps. On the other hand, the Japanese had man-

aged to photograph the terrain and had prepared satisfactory maps

5. This line extended only to Handagai. See Map No. 12,
Part 3, Book B, Vol. XI, Japanese Studies on Manchuria. - Ed.
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on a scale of 1:100,000. In commencing operations on the remote east-
ern borders of Outer Mongolia, the Japanese Army was counting upon ter-
rain features which were extremely favorable to their cause, but con-

versely unfavorable to the Soviet-Mongolian forces.

Military Actions
From the 11th through the 26th of May 1939, reconnaissance en-

gagements were waged east of the Khalkhin-gol. By 27 May the Japa-
nese had concentrated a large group near the Outer Mongol border in
the vicinity of Nomonhan Burd-obo. These forces consisted of troops
from the 23d Infantry Division plus Bargut cavalry, all under /Col./
Yamagata, commander of the Gith Infantry Regiment, 23d Infantry Di-
vision. The Yamagata force comprised the 64th Infantry Regiment,
the 23d Division Reconnaissance Unit (Lt. Col. Azuma), a Motorized
Company (Capt. Kawano), the 8th /Bargut/ Cavalry Regiment, and ele-
ments of the lst and 7th Bargut Cavalry Regiments.

To defend the borders, Soviet-Mongolian forces wzre moved up:
the [Outer Mongolian/ 15th and 17th Cavalry Regiments and cavalry
squadrons, in addition to an infantry battalion7 of the [Soviet/
11th Tank Brigade. Supporting strength was provided by a [Soviet/
armored car company, an engineer company, and a motorized 76-mm. gun
battery. Groups and elements pulled out of the llth Tank Brigade

6. Organic regiments of the Outer Mongolians' 6th Cavalry Di-
ﬁaiono - E’

7. Listed as an "infantry-machine gun battalion® by the trans-
lator. - Ed.
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were combined under the command of Bykov, the battalion commander af-
ter whom the task force was named.

Soviet and Mongolian troops were deployed on both sides of the
Holsten River. The right flank was held by the 3d Company of the
11th Tank Brigade infantry battalion. In the center--8-9 kilometers
southwest (i.e., west and northwest of Nomonhan Burd-obo)--the 15th
and 17th Regiments of the [Outer tongolian/ 6th Cavalry Division,
plus cavalry squadrons, were stationed. On the left flank, 8-9 kilo-
meters northwest of Nomonhan, was the 2d Company of the 1llth Tank Bri-
gade's infantry battalion, The Soviet-Mongolian troops were spread
out over a frontage of 15-20 kilometers.

On the west banks of the Khalkhin-gol, near the crossing, were
deployed the lst Company of the 11th Tank Brigade battalion, the en-
gineer company, the 76-mm. gun battery, and an artillery detachment
from the Outer Mongolian 6th Cavalry I)i.v‘!.ei.on.8

The Japanese outnumbered the Soviet-Mongolian forces as follows:

Infantry : 2:1
Cavalry : 3.5:1
Artillery : almost 2:1
Machine Guns : 1.3:1

The Soviets and Outer Mongolians outnumbered their enemies in
the following respects:

Regimental and
Divisional

21lery I
Armored Cars : 5-6:

8. Relative strengths are presented in Table 15, Book B of
the present study. Also see Msp No. 14, ibid. - Ed.
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At dawn on 28 May 1939, the Japanese launched an attack with
the intention of surrounding and destroying Soviet-longolian forces
deployed to the east of the Khalkhin-gol. At the same time, as many
as forty Japanese aircraft commenced raids upon the river crossing
site as well as the troop positions and rear of the Soviets and Out-
or Mongolians. The main assault by the Japanese was unleashed on
their right flank. Bargut cavalry, attacking from the southern
shores of the Holsten, were to assist in the projected encirclement
from the southeast.9

The Japanese reconnaissence /regiment/ led by Lt. Col. Azuma,
including the motorized [Eéconnaissancg7 company of Capt. Kawano,
sought to by-pass the Soviet-fongolian left flank and penetirate the
rear, in order to reach the Khalkhin-gol crossings and cut off the
avenue of escape. As a result of the combat which started on 28 May,
the Japanese succeeded in pushing back the 15th Cavalry Regiment,
whose elements retreated to defend their command post.

In view of the threat to their left, the Bykov Group's 2d Com-
pany was obliged to fall back nortiward, simultaneously losing its
right-flank support because of the retreat of the 15th Cavalry Re-
giment. Pushing their offensive, the Japanese forced Soviet-lMon-
golian forces on the left flank to pull back to the line of sand

dunes situated 2-3 kilometers from the mouth of the Holsten River.

9, See Map No. 14 in Book B, Part 3 of the present study. - Ed.
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The Azuma-Kawano encirclement maneuver eventually failed,
koving along the eastern banks of the Khalkhin-gol toward the river
crossing, the Japanese came under the intense artillery fire of the
Soviet 76-mm. gun battery which had displaced to the eastern shore.
Combined and heroic action by this battery plus the engineers and
the lst Infantry Company resulted in the virtual destruction of the
Japanese force. In the center of the front, however, the Japanese
succeeded in pushing the 17th Cavalry Regiment back to the southern
bank of the Holsten River,

By 1900 hours on 28 May, elements of the /Soviet/ l49th Infan-
try Regiment began moving on trucks from Tamsag toward the scene of
combat, Immediately going into battle on a piecemeal basis, with-
out organizing sufficient artillery co-ordination, the new elemants
exerted negligible influence on the military picture that day. Com-
bat raged throughout the night of 28/29 May, but no decision was
reached, although Soviet artillery inflicted severe losses upon the
enany.

On the morning of 29 May, the Soviet-Mongolian forces, support-
ed by two artillery battalions, launched an attack. By 1600 hours
the enemy had teen pushed back 1.5-2 kilometers northeastward. Dur-
ing these battles on the 268th and 29th of May, 40O Japanese officers
and men were killed, in addition to their wounded,

Havihg suffered heavy casualties, the Japanese decided to re-
treat behind the border [as claimed by the Soviets/, using motor
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transport brought up to the front for that purpose. The G-3 of the
[Soviet] 57th Infanury Corps /Division?/, who was directing Soviet-
Mongolian actions, moved forward to the eastern bank of the Khalkhin-
gol. From observers he received intelligence concerning the movement
of a motor convoy toward the Japaness troop positions., Judging that
this activity marked the introduction of fresh reserves by the Japa~
nese, he decided to pull back the Soviet-Mongolian forces to the wesi~
ern side of the Khalkhin-gol. This error was later corrected.

For four days, because of poor reconnaissance, it was not learn-
ed [S'y the Soviet-Mongolian forceg7 that the Japanese had pulled out
of Nomonhan Burd-obo. Only after 3 June did Soviet-Mongolian troops
once again occupy their old positions in the region between the Khal-
khin-gol and Nomonhan, thereby assuring reconnaissance security along
the immediate vicinity of the frontiers.

During the battles of 28-29 May, the lst Company of the llth
Tank Brigade battalion, the engineer company, and the 76-mm. battery
performed outstandingly. Their heroic efforts smashed the Azuma-
Kawano encircling effort, Especial mention should be made of the
initiative and resourcefulness of the battery commander, Sr. Lt.
Vakhtin., When he observed the approach of the Japanese columns, he
transferred his battery to the eastern bank of the river, upon his
own initiative, and unleashed destructive fire.

The Soviet engineers fought with surprising stubbornness and

courage, counterattacking five or six timss., Outer Mongolian armored
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elements of the 8th Cavalry Division also fought heroically during
tiie battles on 29 May.

Despite gallant actions on the part of the Soviet-Mongolian
forces in the course of combat and reconnaissance, a anumber of weak-
nesses were noted. Troops which had been dispatched to the east of
the Khalkhin-gol were spread thinly along a 20-kilometer front. Re-
serve elements of the 149th Infantry Regiment were 125 kilometers
away from the locale of the fighting and could not lend expeditious
help to the border forces.

The Mongolian cavalry, instead of being deployed on the flanks
or conducting reconnaissance in depth, were stationed in the center,
between the infantry forces. Lack of flank protection as well as of
reconnaissance by the Soviet-Mongolian troops allowed the Japanese
to execute an encircling maneuver and to approach the river crossing
site. As a result of poorly organized Sovist-longolian reconnaissance
measures, the withdrawal of the enemy was not discovered in time,

The first encounters with the Japanese disclosed that the Soviet-
Mongolian forces concentrated near the eastemn borders of Outer Mon-
golia were insufficient to resist the eneay. During June, new Soviet-
Mongolian units were dispatched to the battle zone, in the region of
Tamsag:

11th Tank Brigade

7th, 8th, 9th Mechanized Brigades
36th Motorized Infantry Division (less one regiment)

One heavy artillery detachment
More than 100 fighter aircraft
8th Cavalry Division (Outer Mongolian)
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10
Combat Around Bain Tsagan, 2-5 July 1939

After their military failures in May 1939, the Japanese inten-
sified their preparations for larger-scale operations in June. Ja-
panese aircraft simultaneously stepped up their activities, with dog-
ights occurring almost daily and sometimes developing into full-
scale aerial battles. On 22 June, for example, 95 Soviet planes
tangled with 120 Japanese aircraft, of which 31 were shot down. Two
days later another 60 Japanese planes attempted an attack but lost
25 fighters in an engagement with 60 Soviet aircraft.

On 26 June, as many as 60 Japanese planes appeared over the re-
gion of Lake Buir Nor, where they were engaged by 50 Soviet craft.
An extremely fierce two-hour air battle ensued, but the Japanese
broke contact after losing 25 planes, Soviet aircraft pursued the
Japanese as far as Kanchuerhmiao. Next day, about 80 enemy fight-
ers and 30 bombers launched new raids on the territory of Outer Mon-
golia, in the region of Tamsag and Bain Tumen. On the 28th, 50 Ja-
panese bombers with fighter escorts flew into Quter Mongolia néar
Lake Buir Nor.

During this period of aerial activity, Soviet-Mongolian forces
never trespassed across the established frontiers except on individ-

ual occasions when Soviet-Mongolian aircraft were forced to overfly

10. Hara Heights in Japanese terminology. - Ed.
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Manchukuo in pursuit of Japanese planes, Nevertheless, the Japan-
ese prepared for new and bigger provocations, despite the refusal
of the Sovists and Outer Mongolians to enlarge the conflict near
the Khalkhin-gol,
Toward the beginning of July 1939, the Japanese Amy brought
in the following forces:
23d Infantry Division (all; i.e., G4th, 71st, 72d Infantry
Regiments)
7th Infantry Division (part; i.e., 26th Infantry Regiment
and part of 28th Infantry Regiment)
3d, 4th Tank Regiments
Hsingan Cavalry Division (4th, 5th, 12th Cavalry Regiments)
chukuo
1st, 7th Cavalry Regiments (remnants)
chukuoan A
8th Bargut Cavalry Regiment (all)
chukuoax_17
1st Independent Artillery Regiment
Tth Heavy Artillery Regiment
Two detachments of antiaircraft artillery
Several batteries of small-caliber guns
and mountain guns
More than 250 aircraft
At that time, Soviet-Mongolian forces occupled defensive posi-
tions 5-6 kilometers east of the Khalkhin-gol, South of the Holsten
River was one battalion of the 1lth Tank Brigade. To the north of
the river were the 149th Infaniry Regiment (less one battalion) and
the 9th Mechanized Brigade. The left flank, along the western banks
of the Khalkhin-gol, was covered by the Outer Mongolian 6th Cavalry
Division. On the right flank, in the area of Kheret Ulyn, was the
Outer Mongolian 8th Cavalry Division. As of 2 July 1939, the Japa-

nese outnumbered the Sovist-Mongolian forces in infantry and artil-
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lery (2:1), and in cavalry and antitank weapons (4:1). On the other
hand, the Soviets and Mongolians. outnumbered the enemy in tanks and
armored cars (by more than ,"';:1).1-1

The activity of the Japanese air force during the period 22-27
June suggested that the enemy intended to repeat his offensive on a
larger scale. The Soviet Army command therefore decided to prepare
a powerful counteroffensive in depth, while firmly retaining the
foothold on the eastera side of the Khalkhin-gol. For this purpose,
new forces were moved up during the night of 1 July from Tamsag to-
ward the lake area 25-30 kilometers west of the liamardaba range;
i.e., reserves consisting of the 1lth Tank Brigade, the 7th Mecha-
nized Brigade, and the 24th Motorized Infantry Regiment.

12
Japanese Plans for July Operations

The Japanese Army's operetional planning for operations in Ju-
1y was identical with that for the May offensive: An attempt to
surround and wipe out Soviet-hongolian activities east of the Khal-
khin-gol. As in May, the main effort was slated to be executed on
the enemy's right flank, The Japanese accordingly concentrated a

striking force made up of the Tlst, 72d, and 26th Infantry Regiments

11. See Table 16 and Map No. 19, in Book B, Part 3 of the
present study. - Ed.

12. See liap No. 18 in Book B, Part 3 of the present study. - Ed.
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plus attached artillery. Under the over-all command of [aj. Gen./
Kobayashi, the Japanese infantry group was to launch an attack in
the direction of the Bain Tsagan [Fara] Heights during the night of
2/3 July. After getting across the Khalkhin-gol in this sector, the
Kobayashi force intended to strike from northeast to south, in order
to cut off the westward escape routes of the Soviets and Quter Mon-
golians.

The truck-borne Japanese 26th Infantry Regiment had been order-
ed to act in concert with the advancing flank of the striking force,
prevent the approach of Soviet-liongolian reserves and, in the event
of a Red retreat, conduct pursuit operations. The 23d Engineer Re-
giment was Lo handle the actual river crossing and the movement of
the striking groups \

A second Japanese group was formed under the combined command
of Lt. Gen. Yasuoka, consisting of the 6ith Infantry Regiment, the
3d and 4th Tank Reginents, detachments from the 28th Infantry Re-
giment, and the Hsingan Cavalry Division. The Yasuoka force was to
protect the striking group's flanking maneuvers and its concentration
near the river crossing site (1-2 July); and to commence a declisive
attack designed to encircle the Soviet-Mongolian flanks east of the
Khalkhin-gol (3 July). Japanese reserves comprised one battalion of

the 64th Infantry Reglment; the 23d Cavalry Regiment; and one battery.
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Combat in July

According to their prearranged plaus, the Japanese unleashed
an offensive on 2 July. Gen. Yasuoka's right-—flank infantry and
tank units attacked first, with the objective of covering the con-
centration and river crossing operations of the Kobayashl strik-
ing group. In the course of the ensuing combat, the Japanese suc-
ceeded in breaking through the defenses of the 149th infantry Re-
giment and the /Gth Mechanized/ Brigade. By dusk on 2 July, the
enemy had pushed the Soviet-longolian }eft flank back toward the
southwest, had cut into the defenses, and had reached the artil-
lery positions with armor. Soviet artillery repulsed the offen-
sive with accurate fire, knocking out some 30 Japanese tanks.
Eleven surviving Japanese crewmen were taken prisoner,

At 0200 hours on 3 July, the Kobayashi striking group commenc-
ed crossing the Khalkhin-gol, after having approached the river
stealthily. As soon as the crossings were completed between 0700
and 0800 hours, the Japanese quickly struck toward the Bain Tsagan
heights.

Although the Soviet-Mongolian Army Command had had no reports
about a Japanese river crossing near Bain Tsagan, it had meanwhile
received intelligence concerning an enemy infantry and tank assault
against the 149th Regiment and the 9th Mechanized Brigade. Orders

were accordingly issued, to the effect that (1) the Cuter Mongolian
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éth Cavalrylnivision should move up to the location marked "Ruins"
on the map, 3whj.le the 15th Cavalry Regiment deployed to the east-
em bank of the Khalkhin-gol to protect the left flank of the 9th
Mechanized Brigade; (2) the 11th Tank Brigade should move to an
area six kilometers southwest of said "Rui.ns,"lsin preparation for
a flank attack to be launched from the north against the appreach-
ing foe; (3) the 7th Mechanized Brigade should displace to an area
12 kilometers northwast of Hamardaba in order to pin down the enemy
from the front,

The 24th Motorized Infantry Regiment was meanwhile ordered to
move up to a sector from which it might launch an attack from the
wests As a consequence of the Soviet command's orders for the con-
centration of Russian-Nongolian reserves to execute a flank attack
against the advancing Yasuoka group, the Red forces were, in effect ’
moving against the Kobayashi task force itself,

At about 0500 heurs on 3 July, the 15th Cavalry Regiment moved
up to the river crossing in an effort to get across to the eastern
shores of the Khalkhin-gol, but the unit ran into Japanese engineer
forces and a furious battle ensued. Under pressure by superior Ja-

panese forces, the 15th Cavalry Regiment was obliged to fall back

toward the northwest,

13. Approximately 10 kilometers northwest of Hara Heights. - Ed.
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After having negotiated the river by 0800 hours on 3 July, the
Japanese proceeded to occupy Bain Tsagan Heights and to move south-
ward along the western banks of the Khalkhin-gol. At approximetely
0900 hours, the Japanese forward elements were attacked by the 2d
Tark Baitalion, in the vanguard of the 11th Tank Brigade, then mov-
ing toward the designated concentration area. After the Japanese
had been first hit, and hed learned of the movement of powerful So-
viet-Mongolian armored forces, they decided to dig in around Bain
Tsagan Heights and to use their antitank guns against the tanks and
armored cars.

When the Soviet-Mongolian Army Command learned of the Japanese
river crossing operations in the vicinity of Bain Tsagan, it was de-
cided to attack the eneny jmmediately, in order to surround and de-
stroy him, For this purpose, the 2d Battalion of the 11th Tank Bri-
gade, plus armored elements of the @uter Mongoliag 6th Cavalry Di-
vision, received orders to engage the enemy from the front and not
to allow his movement southward. The bulk of the 11th Tark Brigade
was to attack from the north; the 2ith Motorized Infantry Regiment,
from the northwest; and the approaching 7th Mechanized Brigade, from
the south.

In accordance with the Command's orders, the bulk of the 1lth
Tank Brigade, together with the Outer Mor ~iian 6th Cavalry Divi-
sion's armored units, deployed to attack the Japanese at about 2300

hours on 3 July. The 1st Battalion of the 11th Tank Brigade encircled
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Bain Tsagan Heights from the northwest and struck the enemy from
{lank and rear. The 3d Battalion of the same brigade, plus Outer
kongol armored elements from the 6th Cavalry Division, attacked
from tiie west, thus squeezing the Japanese into a steel semicircle
of armor,

The 24th Lotorized Infantry Regiment mistakenly moved north-
ward, then veerec back to the south and, at about 1200 hours on
3 July, attacked the Japanese {rom the west. At 1500 hours, the
main fcrce of the approachinz 7th liechanized Brigade entered into
combat with an assault from the south.

The Japanese found therselves encircled around Bain Tsagan
Heights from northwest, west, and south; eastward lay the river.
Dug in on the heights with their antitank defenses, the Japanese
resisted stubbornly in battles which raged throughout 3 July.

At dusk (approximately 190C hours), the Soviet-tfongolian troo,
launched a co-ordinated attack from three sides, but the Japanese
managed to foil it; whereupon the combat continued throughout the
night,

On 4 July, the enemy tried to mount a counterattack, while
large numbers of his aircraft sought to demoralize the Soviets
and Yongolians by striking from the skies, Red pilots thwarted
the Japanese aerial effort and forced the enemy planes to re-

treat, On the ground, the Japanese counteroffensive collapsed

under devastating artillery fire.
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During the evening of 4 July, Soviet-kongolian forces stag-
ed another combined offensive along the entire battle front, and
fierce combat raged throughout the night. The Japanese fought to
retain Bain Tsagan Heights at all costs. By 0300 hours on 5 July,
the Japanese resistance was finally overcome by the Soviet and Out-~
er Longolian pressure (armor in particular). The Japanese there-
upon retreated in disorder to the eastern banks of the Khalkhin-
gol, blowing up their only pontoon bridge prematurely. Overcome
by panic, Japanese officers and men lcaped into the river before
ihe very eyes of the Red tankers. Only the swampy shores and the
depth of the Khalkhin-gol prevented the Soviet~Nongolian tanks and
armored cars from crossing to the eastern shore.

On the western side of the river, the remnants of the Japanese
forces were annihilated in hand-to-hand fighting. Near Bain Tsagan
Heights, the enemy suffered thousands of casualties and lost a tre-
mendous amount of weapons and materiel. During the course of the
fighting in the vicinity of the heights, Soviet flyers downed 45
Japanese planes. Thus the Japanese, who sought to surround and
wipe out the Soviet-kongolian forces, were themse.ves encircled,
with the consequent annihilation of their main body.

Soviet-longolian military actions around Bain Tsagan repre-
sent an outstanding case of active defense, resulting in a decisive
defeat for the hostile striking force. Tanks and armored cars play-

ed the primary role in destroying the enemy. Experience in combat
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indicated that mobile armor (which combines the ability to mansuver
and to strike) can be effectively employed not only during the at~-
tack but also during the defense. The essentials for such employ-
rent comprise (1) proper organization of combat missions to corre-
spond with the military capabilities of the machines; (2) able com-
mand of armored forces on the part of both the over-all command
structure and the armored units themselves; (3) appropriate co-ordi-
nation with other types of weapons.

The Japanese command proved unable to use its armor for maneu-
ver. Tanks were instead transferred to the group encharged with the
mission of pinning down the Red forces east of the Khalkhin-gol,

thereby depriving the Japanese striking force of necessarily swift

punching power.

Struggle for Foothold East of Khalkhin-gol
After their setback around Bain Tsagan Heights, the Japanese

_ regrouped and resupplied their forces, in preparation for new at-

tacks; but they feared to undertake deep encircling maneuvers in
conjunction with river crossing operatior 3. The Japanese conse-
quently settled for a limited objective; i.e., to deprive the So-
viet-longolian troops of their foothold on the eastern shores of
the Khalkhin-gol. Frontal assaults were to be mounted in an ef-

fort to throw the Soviets and Mongolians to the western side of the

river.
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During the night of 6 July, in the sector of the 149th Infantry
Regiment, the Japanese launcheq their first attack, which took the
Soviet-Mongolian units by surprise. The units of the 149th Infantry
Regiment were forced to retreat toward the Khalkhin-gol; at dawn,
they dug themselves in around a hill located 3-/ kilometers from the
river. During the ensulng battles, the courageoue commander of the
1,9th Infantry Regiment, Maj. Remizov, was killed in action (8 July).,
For hie gallentry in action, Maj. Remizov was posthumously awarded
the title of Hero of the Soviet Union, and the heights where his com-
mand post was located were renamed after him,

The Japanese continued to launch night attacks against various
Soviet defensive sectors until j1 July, but they were all repulsed
and the enemy could achieve no substential success., On 11 July the
Japanese struck with all of their strength, concentrating their main
effort against Remizov Heighte. Since they enjoyed considerable nu-
merical superiority, the Japanese occupied the heights; but their
further progress was halted by the heroic resistance of the Soviets
and Outer Mongolians. Only one company of Japanese troops, which
aimed at breaking through to the Khalkhin-gol river crossing, man-
aged to penetrate the defenses, whereupon the Japanese sought to dig
in upon a send dune. Combined assaulte by the infantrywen end armor
of the Soviet 11th Tank Brigade wiped out this eneny force., The com-

manding officer of the brigade, Yakovlev, perconally led the Soviet
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attacks and died a hero's death in the couree of the engagement.

The battle front lay gti11 from the 13th to the 23th of July,
while the Jupenese prepared new end bigger offensives. When these
preparations were discovered by tha Soviet Command ehead of time,
measures were taken to repulte the projected attacks. As early as
12 July, reinforcements were provided the Soviet-Mongolian uniia
located on the eastern bank of the Khalkhin-gel. GCol. Feduninski's
2/,th hotorized Infentry Regiment and the 5th Infantry Machine Gun
Brigade were &lso brought up.

In the eerly morning of 23 July, the Japanese commenced heavy
artillery fire against the forward edges of the Soviet-Mongol de-
fenses and against the cites of the artillery positions. Friendly
artillery held their fire in order mot to disclose their positions.
At 0902 hours, the Japanese struck along the southern sector in an
effort to destroy the Soviet-Mongol forces end reach the river cross-
ing. On the porthern sector the Japanese gimultaneously launched
an artillery bombardment, following it up with & ground assault an
hour and a half later. The failure of the Japanese to mount & con-
certed of fensive along the entire front enabled the accurate Soviet
artillery to hurl back the enemy attack first in the south, and then
in the north.

6n the 23d and 24th of July, the Japanese tried several times

to storm the Soviet-Kongol defenset i1 both the southern and north-
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ern sectors, but they were thrown back each time with Severe casu-
alties. The Soviet Air Force simultaneously struck at Japanese re-
8Serves being brought Up in trucks some 20 or 30 kilometere behing
the front. The powerful aerial strikes forced the Japanese to dis-
perse, and they could not, therefore, enter the battle.

After a series of attacks which endegd in heavy losses, the
Japanese held up their offensive op 25 July and reverted to the de-
fensive. During thie period, the war in the air reached consider-
able proportions, In an effort to Secure aerial mastery, the Japa-
nese Army transferred its best pilote from China to the region of
the Khalkhin-gol, but failed utterly. Soviet airmen continued to
execute destructive etrikes against the foe. 1In the period between
23 July and /4 dugust alone, 116 Japsnese plenes were destroyed,

Throughout July the Soviet-Nongol forces were numerically in-
ferior to the Japenese, especially in terms of infentry, and the
fighting was very difficult under the circumstances. Between sep-
arate Soviet-iongol units OT groupings, there were one or two kilo-
meter gaps, weakly defended. The Japanese struck into these inter-
vals during their freguent night attacks. In order to cope with
the enemy assaults, it was necessary to shift entire unite quickly
from one sector to another, sometimes over great distances, and to
throw them into battle immediately,

In spite of all the difficulties, the Soviet-Mongol forces
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solved their problems. They cid not alluw the Japuhese to reach the
Khalkhin-gcl, and they retained their foothola eact of the river,
thus ensuring an adventegeous base for the subsequent, decisive So-

viet-lion;ol offensive.

August Offensive by Soviet-ilongol Amy

After uncuccessful attempts to destroy the Soviet-Mongol forces
in bay and July, the Japane:e High Commend deciced to call a tempo-
rary halt to their offensive operations and to dig in along & line
of sand dunes five or six kilometers eact of the Fhalkhin-gecl. While
ectablishing a solid defeusive system, the Japanese were simultane-
ously preparirg for new offencives decigned, as before, to occupy
the easterr side of the Khalkhin-gol ccmpletely.

The problem facing the Soviet-longol command was the prepara-
tion and sxecution of decisive offensive cperations envisaging the
ccmplete desiruction of the Japanese aggressors who had trespassec
into Outar longolian territory [;s claimed by the Soviet sidé?.
Frevious combat experience indicated that the Soviet-Mongol troops
and equipment then present at the front were insufficient to stage
the contemplated operations. A4s a consequence, fresh forces had to
be brought up from the interior:

824 Infantry Division
57tk Infentry Divieicn

152d Infantry Divisior (one regiment)

592



6th Tank Brigade

126th Artillery Regiment

85th Antiaircraft Regimert
Signal units

Separate tank companies

212th Airborre Brigade,u atc.

After transfer from the last reilroad station (Borzya) to the
Jocale of mi‘itary operations, the new forces hed to be concentrat-
ed at the battle front. To mass the units, motorized transportation
was extensively employed: 720 trucks helped to transfer some 18,000
fresh troops.

The new units had to be intensively trained concerning the pe-
culiarities of the zone of operations and the tactics of the Japa-
nese Army. Major attention was devoted to training in close combat,
bayonet charges, hand grenade assaults, night actions, camouflage,
and digging in. All training was executed in conjunction with ar-
mor and artillery.

The First drmy Corps was established from the forcees assembled
near the Khalkhin-gol. Command of the Corps lay in the hands of
G. K. Zhukov (now Marshal). The Military Council (Sovyet) of the

First Army Corps devised special plans in anticipation of the proj-

1,. Sometimes erroneously designated as an Artillery Brigade.
The 212th Airborne appears to have fought exclusively as infantry
at Nomonhan. - Ed.
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ected offensive, based upon the following considerations: Concen-
tration and regrouping of troops; transfer of forces across the

Khalkhin-gol and occupation of final positions ; subsequent troop

activities; organizaticn of mutual action; and Air Force prepara-
tions.

Within the planning and preparatory measures, special atten-
tion was paid to deception of the enemy--to give him the impres-
sion that friendly forces were going over to the defensive. In-
structions entitled Reminders for the Soldier on the Defense were
distributed among Soviet-Mongol personnel. False reports were
broadcast, allegedly concerning defensive construction and requests
for engineer equipment. All movements of troops were carried out
only at night, The noise created by night bombers and by machine
gun and rifle fire was used to drown out the rumble of armor being
concentrated at jump-off positions, To mislead the Japanese about
purported fortification of the central sector, a radio station was
operated only on the canter of the front, Powerful transmitters,
newly arrived, emitted sound effects imitating the erection of pales
and other alleged evidence of large-scale defensive construction.
An effort was also made to accustom the Japanese to the sound of
armor: Ten or twelve days prior to the projected offensive, a num-
ber of trucks were driven along the entire front with their mufflers
off, As a result of the preceding measures, the Japanese Army Com-
mand was truly confused conceming the Soviet-dongo). plans.
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Intelligence about the Japanese defensive svetem and writ de-
ployment was obtained by nizht patrols and air reconnalssance flights.
At the same time, a tremendous lc-istic effort had to be mounted, in
order to handle the suy;ly phuse of tho offensive opcrations. Prior
to the atiack, immercec juantities of ammunition, fuel, provisionms,
ete. (totalling some 36,000 tons) had to be hauled overland for a dis-
tance of 780 kilometers. To handle the logistical reguirements, some
5,000 trucks wculd have been required, but only 2,500 vehicles were
available--and thece were also tied up in the transportation of fresh
troops. Nevertheless, it proved possible to emass the following
stores prior to the offensive: Ammunition (ald categories): combat
factor of 6; tank ammunition: 9; fuel: as much as 5.

In the preparations for combat, considerable attention was de-
voted to the establishment of liaison and administration. At First
Army Corps Headquarters a liaison section was set up, consisting of
twelve officers with organic transportation. Contact between the
section chief and the various unit commanders wes ensured by the e-
rection of a double-wire network.

The Soviet Air Force also carried out many preparatory meas-
ures., In addition to increasing the number of aireraft, steps were
taken to extend the air strips in order tc allow fighter planes to
operate nearer to the front (as well as to facilitate safe landings).

A special reccnneicsance squadron wae created, comprising fighters
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under the direct control of the liaison section chief and located
near his command post. Questions of tactical ground support were
thoroughly investigated, and air commanders studied troop disposi-
tions by personal inspection. Routiqe flights by Soviet aircraft,
conducted day and night, served t¢ confuse the Japanese; having be-
come accustomed to thess systematic sorties, the enemy did not par-
ticularly associate them with impending Soviet offensive operations,

The preparations were carried ocut so secretly that only a very
limited number of Headquarters staff officers were acquainted with
the plaans. Unli commwders woie alorbsd culy ihrse or four days
before the attack was to start, while the troops themselves learn-
ed of the offensive the very evening before X-day.

4 large amount of political indoctrination was conducted among
the Soviet troops in order to ensure .igh offensive esprit. All of-
ficers and men were accordingly inspired with the single desire of
teaching a decisive lesson to the Japanese samurais who had violat-

ed the territory of the friendly Outer Morgol people.

Situstion Prior to 20 August 1939
Before the commencement of the Soviet-Mongol offensive, the
Jaranese Army had concentrated the following forces in the area of

military operations:
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'71:h15 and 23d Infantry Divisions (full wartime or-
ganization)

One lianchurian Mixed Infantry Brigade

3th Border Garrison Unit16

Three heavy artillery regiments

Three regimeunts of Bargut [I-nner Iﬁongog Cavalry

In addition, the Japanese were moving up the 1lith Infantry Bri-
gade ﬁth Iufantry Divisiog? from the interior of kanchuria. To
strengthen their antitank defenses, the Japanese also transferred
to the region of the Khalkhin-gol all of the antitank batteries of
the 1st Infantry Division plus a portion of Port Arthur Fortress's
heavy artillery.l7 During Adugust the Japanese Air Force was consid-
erably reinforced, in the locale of comba%, by the concentration of
as many as 450 planes transferred from *he China theater and from
Japan itself,

The Japanese occupied fortified positions along the sandy hills
west of the state frontier of Outer liongolis [;ccording to the So-
viet contentiog7 . The forward edge of these defenses extended a-
long the southern side of the "great sands," thence along the south-

ern and southwestern slopes of Creen Huights Zﬁoro Heights secto_:_‘7

15, Actually 14th Brigade Headquarters and 28th Infantry Re-
giment. - Ed.

16. Only the Hasebe Infantry Regiment actually participated
in combat. - Ed.

170 Cpo NOte 3’ abOVe. - Eo
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and the western fuce of the sandy range four kilometers east of Dun-
gur Obo, From there the Japanese line crossed the Holsten River same
four to six kilometers from its wmouth, and stretched to the north a-
long the western slopes of Ful (or "Finger") Hei hte [5"127. The right
flank was anchored on the Outer liongol state frontier in the viclnity
of Lake Odon-nur.

The Japanese main line of rescistance was occupied, south of the
Holsten River, by left flank units made up of the 71st and 28th In-
fantry Regiments. North of the Holsten were stationed the 72d, 64th,
and 26th Infantry Regiments. Fui Heizlits was held by Ioki's recon-
paissance urit of the 23d Infantry Division plus the 2d Company of
the 26th Infantry Regiment. The 25th and 26th Infantry Regiments
constituted the immediate reserves, but the Japanese had concentrat-
ed sdditional reserve forces north of Lake Yankhu, in the region o.
Nomonhan Burd-obo, Djindjin-sume, and Depden-sume. The flanks of
the Japanese defensive positions were secured by Bargut cavalrymen.

The Japanese defensive lines consisted of resistance and sup-
port "knots" dug into the hills and interconnected by passages. The
trenches were deep and the camouflaged forts could withstand bursts
by 152-mm. projectiles. Deep sheltsrs had been made for both motor
vehicles and horses. The Japanese powerfully fortified the follow-
ing elevations in particular: Sandy, Green, Remizov, and Ful Helghts.

Well adapted to the terrain, the entire Japanese fortification system
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was laid out in accordance with a carefully conceived fire plan and
constituted a solid defensive belt. The commanding general of the
23d Infantry Division (Lt. Gen. Komatsubara) was in over-all command
of the Japanese-Manchurian forces.,

On 7-8 August the Soviet-dongol troops undertook an operation
designed to improve their tactical situation. They then held a foot-
hold three to five kilometers east of the Khel<hin-zol., As of 18
August, the following forces were stationed on the eastern shores:

8th Cavalry Division, Outer liongzolian Army

82d Infantry Division (less one reziment)

5th Infantry kachine Gun brigade

36th Motorized Infantry Division (two regiments)
6th Cavalry Division, Outer llongolian Army

The remainder of the Soviet-honzol forces remained on the wect
bank of the Xhalkhin-gol and only started to cross the river during
the night of 18 August; that is, 24 hours prior to the jump-off time
for the combined offensive. The river crossing oreration and the
subsequent movements on the eastern shores were conducted without
enemy interruption; due to intensive preparations, they were not e-
vau noticed by the Japanese., The Oth Tank Brigzede, however, which
was supposed to cross the river at a previously desiznated site, was
£1ightly delayed in the process. Rains and a rising water level ne-

cessitated the diversion of the Erizade to the river crossing assign-

ed to the 57th Infantry Division, although the latter site was not
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well-adapted to tank fording.
By Gawn on 20 4dugust, all of the Soviet-Vongol forces (with the

exception of the 6th Tank Brigade) were east of the Khalkhin-gol, in

the following order:

8th Cavalry Division, Outer longol Army-- along
border west of Eris Ulin-obo and Hulat Ulin-
Obo:

8th Armored Brigade--concentrated in area south
of "Great Sands."

57th Infantry Division (80th, 127th, and 293d In-
fantry Regiments) occupied front south of "Small
Sands" and Green Heizhts,

82d Infantry Division (603d and 602d Infantry Re-
giments)--southwest of sandy heights in area be-
tween Nuren-obo and Dungur-obo, with its right
flank adjacent to 57th Infantry Division and its
left flank adjacent to Holsten River,

5th Infantry Brigade-~occupled area on northemm
bank of Holsten, northeast of mouth of that riv-
er.

36th Motorized Infantry Division (149th and 24th
Regiments)--deployed west of Remizov Heights,
two to three kilometers east of the Khalkhin-
gel.

7th Armored Brigade and 60lst Regiment, 82d In-
fantry Division--concentrated eight kilometers
northeast of site marked "Ruins," on east bank
of Khalkhin-gol.

6th Cavalry Division, Outer Mongol Army--stationed
on left flank. '

All in all, the frontage of tne Soviet-Mongol forces extended
for 7, kilometers. The 7th Armored Brigade, the 60lst Infantry Regi-
ment, and the 6th Cavalry Division faced east, while the right-flank

600

"‘"“'“'wmm“n«“ﬁ*a



units (8th Armored Brigade and 57th Infantry Division) faced north.
The 6th Tank Brigade, then moving to the southern sector, was still
deployed around the river crossing site. The Commanding General of
the First Ammy Corps possessed the following reserves in the region
southwest of the Hamardaba range: 9th Armored Brigade, 6th Tank Bri-
gade (4th Battalion), and 212th Airborme Brigade.

A comparison between the strengths of the opposing forces indi-
cates that superiority lay with the Soviet-Mongol tr00ps.18 The ra-
tios in favor of the Red side may be expressed as follows:

Infantry--1.5:1

Cavalry--not significant

Machine guns--1.7:1

Artillery--almost 211
19

Tanks--4t1

AMrcraft (especial i‘ightera)--[unapeciﬁed
Soviet supremac

20
Operational Plan of Soviet-Nongol Command

After engaging the enemy frontally, it was the intention of the

Soviet-Mongol Army Command to surround and destroy Japanese forces

18. See Table 22, Book C, Part 3 of the present study. - [4.

19. Since the Japanese did not choose to commit armor during
August, the Soviet-Mongol side possessed absolute superiority in
terms of tanks and armored cars.

20. SOG uap NO- 25, ibzgo - mo
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between the state frontier and the Khalkhin-gol, by striking with

powerful elements against both flanks.
cordingly organized to execute the plan:

Southern Force (Commanded by
Col. Potapov) :

Northern Force (Commanded by
Col. Olekseenko) 3

tral Force (under direct con-
trol of Command-
ing General, First
Armmy Group) :

Three groupings were ac-

57th Infantry Division
8th Cavalry Division
(Outer Xongol)
8th Armored Brigade
6th Tank Brigade (less 1 bn)
11th Tank Brigade
(less 2 bns
185th Artillery Regiment
(1 m)
37th Antitank Battalion
Tank Company (T-130)

601st Infantry Regiment,
82d Infantry Division

6th Cavalry Division
(Outer Mongol)

7th Armored Brigade

Two tank battalions, 1lth
Tank Brigade

82d Artillery Regiment
(Howitzer)

87th Antitank Battalion

82d Infantry Division (less
601st Infantry Regiment)

36th Motorized Infantry Di-
vision

5th Infantry Machine Gun
Brigade

Operating on the middle of the battle front, between the two

striking forces vhich were to encircle the enemy's flanks, the Cen-

tral Force vas to pin down the main Japanese strength by frontal
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assaults, so that tue enemy could not shift forces toward either
flank.

In accordance with the First Army Group Commander's order dated
17 hugust the Scuthern Force was to attack in the direction of Nomonr-
han Burd-obo. In concert with the Central and the Northern forces,
the Southern Force was then to surround and annihilate eneny elements
south and north of the Holsten River.

The immediate objective of the Southern Force was the destruc-
tion of Japanese units south of the Holsten, and the occupation of
the southern shores of that river. The Southern Force was later %o
move northward and, in co-ordination with the Northern Force, it was
to encircle and annihilate enemy groupings north of the Holsten.
Enemy reserves were to be attacked and destroyed upon their appear-
ance. Operations by the Southern Force were to be covered on the
right flank by the Outer Mongolian 8th Cavalry Division, which was
ordered to secure and retain the heights at Eris Ulin-obo and Hulat
Ulin-obo.,

In the Central Force, the 824 Infantry Division was ordered to
strike the enemy in the area of Nuren-obo and the Holsten River, by
executing the main blow with its right flank. In co-operation with
the 57th Infantry Division, the mission of the 82d was to destroy

the southern portion of the Japanese forces.
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Also within the Central Force, the 36th Motorized Infantry Di-
vision plus the 5th Infantry Brigade were to engage the enemy around
the Holsten River east of Bain Tsagan Helghts, by striking with their
left flank elements. The objective was the encirclement and annihi-
lation of enemy forces north of the Holsten, in concert with units
of the Northern Force and of the 82d Infantry Division.

The Northern Force was meanwhile ordered to occupy a jump=-off
line eight kilometers northeast of the Ruins site and to push for-
ward in the direction of the lakes six kilosters northwest of Nomon-
han Burd-obo. Together with the 36th Motorized Infantry Division
and the Southern Force, the Northern Force was then to surround and
wipe out enemy forces north of the Holsten River. The initial obe
Jective was the occupation of the sand hills four kilometers north-
west of Nomonhan. The advance of the Northern Force was to Le cov-
ered from the north by the Outer Mongolian 6th Cavalry Division,
which was ordered to secure and defend the region west of Lake Yan-
khu,

By morning on 20 August, the First drmy Group's reserves were
to concentrate in the district six kilometers southwest of the Hamar-
daba Range, in order to be ready to exploit succerces achicved by the
Southern or the Northern Force.

Artillery support for the Soviet-longol offensive wa: to be ren-

dered by the following groupingss
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57th Infantry Division Support Units: 57th
Artillery Regiment and 57th Howitzer re-
giment. '

824 Infantry Division Support Unite: 824 4r-
tillery Regimeut and 5th Infantry Erigade
artillery group,

36th liotorized Infantry Division Support Unite:
175th artillery Regiment.

Northern Force Support Unite: 82d Howitzer
Regiment.

The problems of artillery supjort for the infantry revclved
about the destruction or neutrelization of the enemy's firing cupe-
bility in the forward areas; defence in depth along the axes of the
advancing infantry divisions; and accompaniment by fire of the at-
tecks waged by infantry and armor. Zach artillery grow hesdquar-
ters for infantry support was orcered to designate, ahead of time,
those batteries which were to move up immediately behind the infan-
try.

In addition to infentry-suppert artillery formations, long-
range artillery groups were set w. For the southern striking force,
the long-renge artillery support consisted of elemente of the 185th
Artillery Regiment. For the centrel striking force, similar long-
range artillery support wac to be furniched by elemente of the 175th
Artillery Regiment and by a separate battery of long-renge 122-mm.
guns.

Additional miecious of tho long-ren;e artillery forces included
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the neutrelization of enemy artillery in the areas north and south
of the Holsten; pinning down of enemy reserves around Nomonhan and
the sand hills seven kilometers southeest of the Holsten; and the

prevention of reinforcement from the regions of Djindjin-sume and

Nomonhan Burd-obo.

Artillery fire was to commence upon receipt of special instruc-
tions. The duration of fire was calculated at two hours and forty-
five minutes, but during the last quarter-hour it was planned to
concentrate the fire of all guns sgainst the forward edges of the
Japanese defensive positions.

Prior to being softened up by artillery, the enemy was to be
pounded by concerted, mighty strikes executed by swift bomber air-
craft, with the object of destroying menpower ard materiel. Before
the actual commencement of the ground offensive, another aerial ase-
cault was planned, against artillery sites and troop concentrations.
From 0930 hours on 20 August, the Soviei Alr Force was to be ready
for action sgainst enemy reserves, io prevent their entry onto the
field of battle. Fighter aircraft were ordersd to provide escort
for swift bombers «8 well as close nrotection for ground troops; to
corduct reconnaissance miesions; and to be prepared to strike with
concerted strength against approaching Japanese reserves.

The jump-off day for the combined offensive nas set for 20 Au-

gust. 411 matters dealing with the preparation and executicn of the
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offensive, as well as with co-ordination between all arms, were
thoroughly studied at the time of the reconnaissance of the loca}e.
Only afterwards were special staff papers and planning factors, etc.,
devised. Prior to the attack, the ¥ilitary Council checked upon
the implementation of its directions and corrected all shortcomings

on the spot.

sdapanese Plang

After the fallure of their July offensive, the Japsnese tempo-
rarily abandoned large-scale offensive operations. The Kwantung
Aruy Command ordered its troops operating in Outer Mongolian ter-
ritory to establish a solid system of defenses along the eastern
side of the Khalkhin-gol, while simultaneocusly preparing for new
offensive action.

In accordance with an Imperial order, the Sixth Arny was acti-
vated by the Japanese on 10 August, with the miesion of destroying
Soviet-Nongol forces in Outer Mongolian territory. dlong the entire
front the Japanese constructed defenses while readying a general
offensive. The plan of the Japanese Command was to lure the Sovist-
Mongol forces into the valley of the Holsten River; to mass great
striking power in the "Great Sands" area southeast of Nomonhan; and
to smash the right flank opposing them. Scheduled for 2, Avgust,

the Japanese general offensive never materialized. The Soviets and
Outer Mongolians instead forestalled the Japanese by leunching a
decisive offensive of their own on 20 August.
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Conduct of Operations

The character of the military operations and problems handled
by the Soviet-iongo) forces in the course of their offensive facili-
tates division of the period into three phases: 20-23 dugust; 24=27

dugust; and 28-31 Ajgust.

Combat Operations, 20-22 August

On the morning of 20 fugust the First Army Corps launched 2
concerted offensive along the entire battle front. At 0545 hours,
several hundred Soviet bombers executed powerful strikes against
the forward edgec of the Japanese defenses, 88 vell as againsi re-
gerve forces and artillery sites. The fire of Soviet-Nongol artil-
lery silenced the eneny's entiaircraft batteries, while the aerial
assaults left fires burning in the enemy's rear.

Following the air strikes, heavy artillery concentrations be-
gan, Fifteen minutes before the ground troops junped off, the air
force struck a second time, after which all the artillery hurled &
storm of fire against the forward positione of the Japanese.

The morning fog allowed the Soviet-Mongol infantrymen to oc-
cupy jump-off positions in secret, and even to close with the enemy
directly at certain places. The full-ccale offensive jumped off at
0900 hours, and achieved such a degree of surprise that not one
Jupanese artillery piece replied during the first hour and & quar-

ter of the attack.
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On the first day the greatest successes were achieved by the
Southern Force. The Outer Mongol 8th Cavalry Division threw back
small elements of Bargut cavalry in front of Eris Ulyn-obo and Khu-
lat Ulyn-obo heights, but the Division moved no farther because it
had reached the state frontier fas claimed by the Soviets/. In the
same area, on 21 August, about 250 armed Barguts and Manchus dasert-
od to the Soviet side. During subsequent operations, the 8th Caval-
ry Division continued to occupy territory protecting the right flank
and later the rear of the Southern Force.

The 57th Infantry Division launched its offensive in two waves.
The 127th and 293d Infantry Regiments struck first. The 80th Infan-
try Regiment was in the second wave, with the assigmment of operat-
ing along the right flank of the 127th Infantry Regiment, in the di-
rection of Great Sands.

By the end of the first day of the offensive, the 57th Infan-
try Division hed managed to overcome stubborn resistance and, to-
gether with the right flank elements, had moved a total of about 12
kilometers tc reach its nearest objective. The 80th Infantry Re-
giment got to the northern fringe of Great Sands by 1900 hours.
Meanwhile the 127th Infantry Regiment had penetrated northeastward
in the direction of Hill 757, while the 293d Infantry Regiment de-
stroyed hostile covering forces and drove forward to the enemy's

front-line defenses. Repeated assaults undertaken by the 293d Re-
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giment against the forward edges of the main Japanese defensive po-
sitions were nevartheless repulsed throughout the day. Small enemy
elements still remained inside the four-kilometer gap formed between
the 80th and 127th Infantry Regiments; on 21 Awgust the Reconnais-
sance Battalion of the 57th Infantry Division was sent in to plug
this breach.

Overcoming a line of sandy hills with difficulty, the 8th Ar-
mored Brigade reached an area three or four kilometers southwest of
Nomonhan Burd-obo by the end of 20 August. Reconnaissance elements
drove as far as the state frontier southeast of Nomonhan, The 6th
Armored Brigade did not participate in any of these battles because
it was late ir reaching the designated jump-off zone.

The Central Force moved forward only very sligntly during the
firet day of the offensive. In the face of powerful Japanese defen-
sive positions around Sandy and Green Heights, the 82d Infantry Di-
vision waged a stubborn fire fight throughout the day. By the en’
of 20 August the Division had moved up its flanks only 500 to 1,500
meters; the immediate objectives--Sandy and Green Heights-~ could
not be taken.

The main strike along the left flank was conducted by the 36th
Motorized Infuntry Divisicn, advaneing together with the 5th Infan-
try kachine Gun Brigede. The 14Sth Infantry Regiment and the 5th

Brigade pinned down the foe, while simultaneously the 24th Motorized
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Infantry Repiment, reinforced by a tank battalion from the 57th In-
fantry Division, noved forward successfully, destroying the front-
iine fire points of the Japanese. Toward the end of the day, the
advancing forces reached the enemy's strong points on Sancy Heights.
Uncer intense enemy fire, the 24th Motorized Infantry Regiment was
obliged to hold up and dig itself in, as derkness was falling.

The Northern Force drove hard and hurled two regiments of Bar-
gut cavalry back across the ctate frontier. On 20 August the Soviets
occupied the enemy's forrardmost positionc and penetrated directly
to the strong enemy defenze: located in the vicinity of Ful Heights,
but an attempt %o seize this strong point failed at the time. The
Northern Force was thereu.on compelled to coumit ite main strength,
and fierce combat ensued; but the enemy put up strong resistance and
threw back all ascaults mounted by elements of the Northern Force.

With the coming of darkness, the Japenese Command felt threat-
ened on its flanks and began to regroup. The commander of the Jene-
nese 23d Infantry Division, Lt. Gen. Komaetsubara, judzed that the
najor effort of the Soviet-iongol forces was being launched against
the Japanese right flank. (In reality, the main offensive was being
conducted by the Southern Force againct the Japanese left flank).
To check the advance of the Northern Force, the Japanese Command
took steps to bolster its defences in the area of Ful Heights. For

this purpose, the 26th Infantry Regiment was transferred to the lo-

cale, with its frontage facing northward.
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The northern detachment of the Japanese forces received simul-
taneous orders to secure the region west of Lake Yanithu, omploying
a portion of its strength, while the main body covered the rear and
right flank. The Japanese Command deemed its central forces to be
most dependable. The 72d Infantry Regiment was accordingly pulled
out for assignment to the reserve grouping, whence Iit wes to be com-
nitted for defense of the flanks.

Following up the successes achieved during the first day of
the offensive, the Soviet-Mongol trcops subsequently weged stubborn
combat within the defensive system of the Japanese. In the Southem
Force's zone, the 6th Tank and 8th Armored brigades by-pessed the
enemy's flank and overcame terrain obstacles with great difficulty
until they had occupied the region of Great Sands by the end of 21
August. Thus, within only two days of offensive operations » Soviet-
Mongol mechanized units had penetrated to the eastward escape routes
of the Japanese southern forces.

On 22 August, Southern Force infantry units forced a deep wedge
into the primary defenses of the foe,wiped out his tactical reserves,
and occupied a number of artillery positions. Strikiig swiftly, the
Soviet troops split the Japanese lines into a mmber of unconnected
points, then sealed them off and destroyed them plecemeal. Artil-
lery and flame-throwing tanks plsyed an important part in the at-

tacks upon knots of resistance, which hed to be taken frontally.
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Guus of all calibers (inclucing 152-mm.) were moved up to open sites
from which they blasted enemy firing poiuts at chort range. Flame-
throwing armor burned out the bunkers and underground works, where-
upon infantry finished the job of exterminating the Japanose with
hand grenades and bayonets. Especially formidable resistance was
put up by two strong points located apcroximately 5 kilometers south
of the Holsten River, Elements of the 57th Infantry Divicion en-
circled these knots and wiped out the Japanese troops with the as-
sistance of flame-throwing tanks,

By the end of 23 dugust the entire defensive system of the Japa-
nese had been broken by the offensive of the Southern Force. Only
ore defensive pocket (in the vicinity of Hill 757) remained in Japa-
nese handc, The 8th dmored Brizade had meanwhile moved up to the
state frontier southeast of Nomonhan Burd-obo, occupied positions
facing northeastward, and completely cut off the avenues of escape
of the Japanese southern forces. In the sector of the Central Force
the advances made by elements of the 82d and 36th Infantry Divisions
were negligible. The enemy continued to wage stubborn resistance at
the approaches to Sandy and Remizov Heights.

The Northern Force could not take Ful Heights on either the Zlst
or 22d of August. Instead of pinning the Japanese on the heizhts
with a portion of his forces and continuing to drive swiftly south-

ward with his main strength, the Northern Force Commander kept up a
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series of unsuccessful assaults. resisting fiercely, the Japanese
brought up a portion of their reserves to Ful Heights and succeeded
in holding up the advance of the Northern Force.

On 21 August the commander of the First Army Corps had already
ordered the 9th Armored Brizade to be pulled out of reserve and com-
mitted to the support of the Northern Force. The Brizade was given
the mission of advancing along the frontier frow the north toward
Nomonhan Burd-obo, without delaying at Fui Heights, in order to in-
tercept the enemy's escape routes and destroy hls supplies around
Lake Uzur Nur. Reinforced by a tank battalion from the 6th Tank
Brigade, the 9th Armored Brigade proceeded to execute its mission,
by-passing Fui Heizhts from the east and moving along the state
boundary. On 22 August, elements of this striking force attacked
the Japanese base near Lake Uzur Nur. Soviet tanks destroyed the
enemy's motorized column, set fire to fuel and ammunition stores,
and knocked out a gun battery defending the base. Destruction of
the loristicel facilities disorganized the supply system of the
Japanese and Manchukuoan forces.

Fierce combat continued to rage at Ful Heights. Powerful for-
tifications covered the heights on all sides. Barbed wire overlay
deep, sheltered bunkers which were linked by connecting trenches
dug at wide intervals. Encircled on all sides, the Japanese de-

fenders threw back every assault hurled at them. Only toward the
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end of 23 August were elements of the Northern Force (reinforced by
the 212th Airborue Brigade) able to overcome the enemy's resistance.
No Japanese would give up and it was conseqiently necessary to force
the foe from every cranny with grenades and bayonets. After the
struggle was ovsr, the bodies of more than 600 Japanese officers and
men were extricated from the trenches and bunkers.

After securing Fui Heights the Northern Iorce continued its of-
fensive toward the southeast. Meanwhile the 9th Armored Brigade (re-
inforced by two companies of tiuck-borne frontier guards and by an
infantry machine gun battalion from the 1llth Tank Brigade) reached
Nomonhan Burd-obo on 23 August. The eastward escape route of the
Japanese northern forces was thereby cut off. On 24 August, the Sth
Brisade made contact with elements of the Southern Force's 8th Ar-
mored Brizade, and a ring was closed around the foe.

During the entire first phase of the Soviet-kongol offensive,
the Soviet Air Force rendered intoncive support to the ground units.
On one day alone--21 August--Soviet bomber aircraft made 256 sorties
in the vicinities of Lake Uzur Kur, iomonhan Burd-obo, Djindjin Sune,
Lake Yankhu, Kanchuerhmiao, and the railroad connecting Arshaan and
Kanchuerhziao. A total of more than 86,000 kilo:rams of bombs were
dropped.

Thus, by the end of the very first stage of the offensive, So-

viet-longol mobile forces had already completed the encirclement of
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the enemy. In close co-operation with armor and aircraft, the ir-
fantry had broken through the formwardmost Japanese positions and
had split vp the entire defensive system. isolated Japanese strong
points lost contact with each other and were wiped out by the at-

tacking troops.

Combat Operations, 24-27 Awrusi

Three strong points of Japanese resistance still remained on
24 August., The first nest was located on the northern shores of
the Holsten hiver; the second and third, on the south side near
vandy and Green Heights, In an order iscued on 24 Adugust the First
Army Corps Commander gave his troops the mission of annihilating the
remnants of the Japanece forces on the southern part of the front,
and of estatlishing positions from which to attack and destroy en-
emy troops north of the Holsten. To effect the mission, the com-
mander of the Southern rorce was ordered ts co-ordinate the activi-
ties of the 57th and 824 Infantry Divisions. While covering them-
selves on the east with the 30th Infantry Regiment, the 8th Armored
Brigade, and the Outer Mongolian 8th Cavalry Division, the Southern
Force units were to storw and annihilate all Japanese units south
of the Holsten River.

By the end of 24 August, the Southern Force was to have "paved
the way" for the 57th Infantry Division and the 603d Regiment of the

8234 Infantry Division to reach the northern bank of the Holsten,
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During the same day, the 36th Motorized Infantry Division was to get
ready for an attack on 25 August against the northern group of JaPa-
nese, having meanwhile co-ordinated its actions with neighboring e-
lements of the Northern and Southern Forces.

The Northern Force was ordered to advance to the vicinity of
"Distant Sands" and to ready itself for assaulting the northern
group of Japanese, while establishing direct contact with the left
flank of the 36th Xotorized Infuutry Divicion and with the right
flank of the 9th Armored Brigade.

In sum, the idea in the mind of the First Army Corps Commander
was to compress the encircled enemy within a solid ring and to smash
him with a series of concentrated blovs--first on the south side of
the Holsten and next on the north size. 411 the while, the actions
of the main group would be covered by elements from outside the
scene of local battle.

Throughout 24 August the 57th Infantry Division successfully
continued to mop up remnants of the Japanese support points. By
the end of the day the 127th Infantry Regiment had already driven
directly to the southern shore of the Holsten Rivér, making con-
tact on its right flank with the 8th Armored Brigade. Ths 293d
Infantry Regiment meanwhile continued its own successful advance
to the north.

On the central sector, however, elements of the 82d Infantry
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Division were unable to achieve their objectives. The Japanese had
pulled their remnants together from the sonthern side of the Holsten
River to the vicinity of Sandy and Green Heights, and now resisted
with their surviving fire powsr. In the sector of the Northern Rurce,
the 9th Armored Brigade successfully engaged the foe and solidly se-
cured the vicinity of liomonhan Burd-obo.

To break the encircling ring and to relieve the surrounded
forces, the Japanese Army Command undertook an attack on 24 August,
using two regiments of the l4th Infantry Brigade (which had come up
from the east) in the area southeast of Nomonhan. The centripetal
attack appeared to be aimed against the 80th Infantry Regiment, which
was conducting defensive operations along the northeastern slopes
of the Great Sands. The Soviet regiment resisted all assaults stub-
bornly and inflicted sizeable losses upon the enery.

On 25 August the Japanese mounted another offensive, striking
at the juncture betweern the 80th Infantry Regiment's line battalions.
A massive aerial effort accompanied the ground offensive, as the en-
emy strained every effort to free his surrounded forces. The Japa-
nese failed this time also. To the assistance of the 80th Infantry
Regiment came reserve troops--the 6th Tank Brizade and the 1lst Re-
giment of the 152d Infantry Division.

On 26 Aw-ust, the bouthern Force Commander determined to coun-

terattack the assaulting Japanese in order to crush their efforts
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to free their surrounded forces, once and for all. This mission was
assigned to the 6th Tank Erigade, whose armor was to deal a two-
pronged blow simultaneously, from behind the flanks of the 80th In-
fantry Regiment, as soon as the attacking Japanese approached the
Soviet positions.

When the left force of the 6th Tank Brigade struck, the enemy
managed to check the advance with intensive artillery fire. The
right force of the Brigade took the Japanese by surprise, however,
when it went over to the offensive shortly afterwards. The anti-
‘tank fire power of the enemy was swiftly eliminated, and more than
two Japanese companies were overrun by the action of gunfire and
tracked vehicles.

The Japanese suffered severe losses in the course of the three
days of combat and were finally demoralized by armored thrusts. Aft-
er 26 August the enemy sbandoned offensive action. By the end of
that day, Soviet infantry units of the Southern and Northern Forces
had further compressed the encircling ring sround the enemy, whose
eastward escape routes were now entirely cut off,

The Soviet Air Force meanwhile effectively blocked any approach
to the battlefield by fresh reserves of the enemy. On 24 and 25 Au-
gust alone, Soviet bombers undertook 218 massive sorties. Some
96,000 kilozrams of bombs were dropped on targets at Nomonhan Burd-

obo, Lake Uzur-nur, Arshaan, Djindjin Sume, and Nufintay. Soviet
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fighters struck ten times, destroying 74 Japanese aircraft between
the 24th and 27th of August,

Within the pocket, fierce battles continued to rage. Still
hoping to receive promised reinforcements, the encircled foe resist-
ed furiously, By 27 August, elements of the 57th and 82d Infantry
Divisions had further compressed the encircling ring and had com-
pletely sealed off the Japanese remnants entrenched in the vicinity
of Sandy and Green Heights.

On the northern bank of the Holsten River, Soviet-hongol forces
simultaneously launched intensive assaults against Remizov Heights
from three sides. From the west and southwest the 24th and 149th
Infantry Regiments of the 30th Motorized Infantry Division struck,
together with the 5th Infantry Machine Gun Brigade. From the north
advanced the 60lst Infantry Regiment of the 82d Infantry Division,
and from the east, the 9th Armored Brigade. On the side of the state
frontier, cover was provided by an infantry machine gun battalion of
the 11th Tank Brigade, by two companies of frontier guards, and by
the 212th Airborne Brigade.

The commander of the First Army Corps ordered his troops, on
27 August, to annihilate the surrounded Japanese. In conjunction
with the 36th Motorized Infantry Division, elements of the Northern
Force werc ordered to occupy initial objectives not farther than 70

to 1,00C meters from the foot of FKemizov Heighte. After an inteusive
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three-hour artillery preparation, these forces were to launch an ate
tack against the Jaranece dug in on the heights., After commencing
the offersive at 1000 hours, the Southern Force was to wipe out ene-
my troops in the area of Sandy and Green Heights, in co-operation
with the 602d and 603d Regiments of the 82d Infentry Division.

The Japanese had not been able to pierce the encirclement and
had lost all hope of relief from the outside. Nevertheless, the en-
eny made another attempt to break out on 27 dugust, prior to the gen-
eral offensive staged by the Soviets and Outer Mongols, At daybreak
a disorganized group of Japanesce, in battalion strength, began strik-
ing eastward along the valley on the southern shores of the Holsten
River, The enemy was teken under heavy artillery fire and was later
attacked by a reconnaeissance company and one of the infantry compa-
nies of the 127th Infantry Regiment, which had occuplied positions
directly on the south bank. Part of the Japanese forces were wiped
out forthwith; the remnants were driven back to the north shore,
where they were pounced by the Oth Armored Brigade and were annihi-
lated.

4t about 1100 hours, another Japanese group--numbering ebcut a
battalion, with 75-mm. gun batteries and several machine guns--gt-
tempted to break out eastward along the south side of the Holsten.
They too were engaged and annihilated by elements of the 57th Infan-

try Division.
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On the same day, at 1700 hours, a large group of Japanese of-
ficers and noncoms sought to escape from the encircling vise, which
was being progressively tightened. Determined attacks by Soviet
forces destroyed the enemy elements in the vicinity of the Holsten
River crossing.

The Soviets and Outer longolians hadé by now wiped out almost
all of the Japanese garrison dug in on tandy and Green Heights, in
the course of enemy attempts to break out of the encirclerent. By
the end of 27 August, units of the 57th and 82d Infantry Divisions
had secured all of the fortifications south of the Holsten, while
the 127th Infantry Regiment had crossed to the northern shore. s
of the morning of 28 August, Japanese remeined only in the northern
sector, around Remizov Heights. Here the Japanese had prepared thehr
most powerful defenses and had been able to cling to the heights
throughout 27 dugust.,

In eummary, from the 24th through the 27th of August the troops
of the First drmy Corps not only repulsed all attacks by enay forces
attempting to break the encirclement but also mounted a powerful

counteroffensive themselves. The surrounded enemy was thus eventual-
ly annihilated. Elements of the Soviet Southern Force, together with
the regiments of the 824 Infantry Division, succescfully accomplished
the objective of extinguishing the last flames of Japanese resistance

south of the Holstern River. Now the Soviet-kongol troops were to be
employed in a blow from the south against pockets of resistance in
the region of Remizov Heights.



Combat Operations, 28-31 August 1939

On 28 August the struggle to eliminate the last pockets of re-
sistance on Remizov Heights unfolded, The Japanese garrison which
was still lolding out on the heights was completely encircled when
the 127th and afterwards the 293d Infantry Regiment of the 57th In-
fantry Division crossed to the northern banks of the Holsten River,
The encircling ring grew smaller constantly, while Soviet artillery
and armor knocked out almost the last Japanese field piece. The
surviving fire power of the foe now consisted primarily of mortars
and machine guns.

During the night of 28 August a portion of the enemy forces
tried to break out of the trap. A group of some 400 Japauese had
assembled on the dunes, intending to penetrate eastward along the
northern shores of the Holsten by stealth, The force was detected,
however, whereupon the 2d and 3d Battalions of the 293d Infantry
Regiment set about exterminating the enemy. Caught crossing the
river, the Japanese were attacked and annihilated in fierce hand-
to~-hand combat after they refused to surrender.

On the evening of 28 August the commander of the 24th Motor-
1zed Infantry Regiment received direct orders from the First Army
Corps Commander to wipe out Japanese forces dug in on Remizov
Heights. The crest of the heights was to be seized no later than
midnight. In accordance with tho orders, the regiment stormed the
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high ground from the north with the support of arwor., By 2300 hours
the crest-line positions were penetrated and the backbone of Japanese
resistance was broken. Throughout the rest of the night /28/29 Au-
gust], small and scattered remnants of the foe were mopped up on Re-
mizov Heights,

During the ensuing two days, Soviet forces cleared the area of
the last pockets of routed Japanese., By the morning ol 31 August the
territory of the Outer Mongolians was completely cleared of Japanese
invaders. The Soviets and the Outer Mongols thereupon set about es-
tablishing the defense of the state frontier.

The war in the air raged during the latest phn.ao.or operations.
Four times, between the 28th and 3lst of August, the Soviet Air Force
fought aerial battles with the Japanese. During the most violent en-
counter, on 31 August, 126 Soviet fighters tock off to meet an air
attack upon friendly infantry positions, inwlving 27 Japanese bomb-
ers and 70 fighters, In this particular battle, the Japanese lost
22 planes, while in the whole period between the 28th and 3lst of Au-
gust they lost a total of 45 fighters end four bombers.

Despite their expulsion from the tecritory lying between the
Khalkhin-gol and the /alleged/ state frontier of Outer Mongolia, the
Japanese made a new effort to encroach upon the Soviet-allied Mongol
Republic. With fresh troops drawn from their 2d Infantry Division,
the Japanese ‘hrew two battalions against the heights at Eris Ulyn-
obo, on ) September. Soviet troops pulled from the Southern Forcse's
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reserves counterattacked and drove back the enemy; on the field of
battle the Japanese abandoned 350 casualties. In the same area, on
the night of 8 September, the Japanese attempted another attack, us-
ing four infantry companies, but they were again repulsed with sev-
ere losses.

After the Japanese ground forces had been smashed, the aerial
campaign reached z peak of intensity, with the Soviet Alr Force en-
gaging in six air battles during the first half of September. The
most severe encounter took place on 15 September, when the Japanese
massed all of their aerial strength i. an effort to strike a massive
blow at Soviet air bases and thereby regain supremacy of the air.

In this decisive battle 120 Japanese fighters clashed with 207 Sovi-
et planes. The former lost 20 aircraft; the latter, six.

The number of aircraft lost by the Japanese during the Septem-
ber sky battles totalled about 70, whereas the Soviets lost 1l4. Thus
the last Japansse attempt to wrest aerial supremacy from the Soviet
Adr Force ended in utter defeat,

Shattered on the ground and in the air, the Japanese asked the
Soviet Government to terminate pilitary operations. Actlon finally

ended on 16 September 1939.
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Combat Results
The Soviet-Mongol offensive of August 1939 ended brilliantly.

In the course ol ten days a large part of the strength of the Ja=
ranese Sixth Amy was surrounded and completely wiped out. The
enemy suffered tremendous iosses; on the field of battle lay thou-
sands of bodies and vast amounts of equipment. During July and Au-
gust, the Japanese lost 18,868 dead and 25,900 wounded. The grand
total of Japanese casualties incurred between May and September
reached 52,000 to 55,000 officers and men, including no less than
25,000 killed. The Soviet-longol side lost 9,284 men.

In the August offensive alone, Soviet-Mongol forces captured

the following materiel, among other items:

Fleld pieces 175 (includes 30 heavy guns)
Machine guns 340

Rifles 12,000

Pro jectiles 42,000

Cartridges 2,000,000 (aprx)

During combat between May and September, the Japanese lost 660
aircraft, of which 204 were shot down in air battles between 20-30
August alone,

After the Soviet Army repulsed the invaders at the Khalkhin-
gol, the Japanese #d not again attempt to encroach openly upon the
territories of the Soviet Far East or of friendly Outer Mongolia.
The plans of international imperialistic reactionaries to drag the

U.5.S.R. into conflict with Japan were thus unmasked, as they wers
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in the West too; for, in the autumn of 1939, the very opponents of
collective security—England and France—were drawn into war [;ith
Germnﬂ.

The defeat of the Japanese Sixth Army by Soviet-Mogol trnops
at the Khalkhin-gol exerted an inspiring effect upon the struggle
for national liberation of the Chinese and Korean peoples against
Japanese imperiaslism., The rebuff to the Japanese invaders was in-
tensified by the actions of the Chinese /Communist/ Army.

Another effect of the crushing debacle suffered by the Japa-
nese at the Khalkhin-gol was manifested in the behavior of Nippan
during the Great Fatherland /Russo-German/ War of 1941-5. The
Japanese imperialists never abandoned hope of seizing Soviet ter-
ritory and, after the Nazi German invasion of Russia, reinforced
ti» Kwantung Amy in Manchuria--despite the Russo-Japanese Neu-
trality Pact of April 1941. Meanwhile the Japanese press unleash-
ed violent anti-Soviet propaganda and appealed for an invasion of
Siberia., The German-Fascist armies, however, did not achieve their
objective of seizing Moscow and overcoming the U.S.S.R. before the
advent of winter, although they sufferad verrific losses on the
Russo-German battle front.

In the autumn of 1941 Japan refrained from launching an opsa
armed attack upon the Soviet Union, the insistent demands of Nazi
Germany notwithstanding, Ott, the German Ambassador to Tokyo, trans-
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mitted a telegram to Berlin in which he explained the hesitation of
Japan by stating that the entire Japanese Amy still remembered the
Khalkhin-gol. After the rout of the Nazi troops in front of Stalin-
grad and Kursk, Japen refrained from marching against the Soviet Un-
ion in 1942-43, for the defeat of the Japanese at the Khalkhin-gol
had discouraged them from measuring strength with the Soviet Ammy.
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Conclusions

The August offensive of the Soviets and Outer Mongolians at the
Khalkhin-gol is an example of the organization and successful execu-
tion of the encirclement of an enemy, by the utilization of advanced
military technology. The experience of the combat at the Khalkhin-
gol, subsequently reinforced on & larger scale in the course of the
Russo-German War of 1941-45, revealed the tremendous potentialities
for maneuver on the part of armor and aviation. During complex oper-
ations designed to encircle an enemy, these weapons are particularly
effective. The Khalkhin-gol operations were especially instructive
concerning the skillful employment of armored units, which acted in
closest co-operation with other arms on the operational and technical
level.

Success in the operations was dependent upon correct decisions,
in turn based upon knowledge of the foe and upon detailed analysis of
the characteristics of his defense, Intensive preparations similarly
played a major role. Although he possessed an insignificant superi-
ority in manpower along the entire combat front, the commander of the
First Amy Corps skillfully deployed his forces and thereby achieved
decisive preponderance in the sectors of main attack. Shock troops
struck at the most yulnerable portions of the Japanese defenses; ¢.8.,

the flanks, which were covered by the least reliable elements--Bargut

cavalry and Manchurians.
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The maJjor Soviet effort was directed against the Japanese left
(southern) flank., Both the timing and the location viere least ex-
pected by the enamy and his defenses were accordingly less solid,
On the other hand, the choice of the southern sector was appropri-
ate because the Soviet forces occupied advantageous positions there.
Once the initial objectives had been secured to the north, it was
then possible to flank the eneny swiftly by a direct strike north-
eastward and to hit him .from the rear by the shortest route,

For the success of the whole operation (especially during the
encirclement maneuver) the most significant factor was careful and
deliberate preparation. In this connection the command of the First
Amy Corps deserves especial mention, Preparation of the forces
which were to participate in the projected operations was effected
under real battlefield conditions » in close correlation with specif-
ic missions and objectives, Armor, artillery, and aircraft worked
together throughout the preparations, which had sne prime goal: to
teach the ground troops proper methods of close combat, to acquaint
them with the enemy's tactics, and to show them how to work out prob-
leme of joint co-operation.

Modern combat is waged by the combined efforts of all arms and
services. Success in operations therefore depends to a tremendous
extent upon correct organization and uninterrupted mutual co-Opera-
tion. In the process of preparing for operations at the Khalkhin-

g0ol, problems concerning the joint action of tanks, armored care » and
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aircraft were carefully investigated on the spot during command re-
connaissance involving staff officers from all arms. As a conse-
quence, a well-defined chain ¢f command was perfected, from brigade
and division level down to the individual companies and batteries.
Only after precise agreement concerning on-the-spot conditions were
the details of mutual co-operation incorporated into appropriate mil-
itary orders, etc.

During battle, uninterrupted mutual effort was ensured in the
region of the Khalkhin-gol by the establishment of well-linked, close-
in command posts of infantry, artillery, and armor. In addition, a
well-laid-out signal communication system had been mastered by the
field units,

Security was of major importance in ensuring the success of op-
erations. Because of previously organized measures, the Soviet-Mon-
g0l Amy Command was able to achieve not only strategic but also tac-
tical surprise. The enemy was completely baffled by the clever So-
viet use of radio, and by local assaults undertaken in various sec-
tors prior to the commencement of the offensive itself.

The decisive role in the encirclement of the Japanese was play-
ed by amor, which exscuted deep maneuvers to the flanks, penetrated
the enemy's rear, and then joined forces. Experience showed that suc-
cess in such operations depends upon speed and momentum. With the ef-
fective co-operation of the Air Force, armor destroyed the enemy's ap-
proaching reserves but did not interfere with the progressive tightea-
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ing of vises around individual defensive knots of resistance. Armor-
ed elements boldly struck into the depth of the enemy's defenses,
striving to cut off communications and thereby effect a very swift
Jjunction of strength. Tanks and armored vehicles cannot alone con-
stitute a solid encircling ring, however. Infantry units (especial-
1y truck-borne) should therefore be moved up immediately behind, to
hold frontages on the outside of the circle. During the Khalkhin-
gol offensive, infantry machine gun battalions of the tank and armor-
ed brigades, elements of the 212th Airborne Brigade, and motorized
frontier guards performed this security function.

In repulsing enemy attacks from without the ring, the 80th In-
fantry Regiment of the 57th Infantry Division played a particularly
brilliant role. At the beginning of the offensive, while engaged in
exploiting the successes achieved by the first waves, the Regiment
moved to the northern slopes of the Great Sands (almost on the state
frontier) and took over the defenss of ths northeastern front, from
which it ensured the defense of the r‘.l;ng set up in the southern sec-
tor.

Thus, in the battles at the Khalkhin-gol, was born a new con-
cept in the tactics and art of war: The establishment of an outer
rim to safeguard the success of liquidation operations against an
enemy encircled on the inside. During the course of the Russo-Ger-
man War, this concept was further developed, based upon the requirs-

ment for operational security arising from Soviet encirclemert maneu-

vers.
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Another factor which merits separate attention was the 6th Tank
Brigade's able use of armor, in close conjunction with infantry, to
repulse the attacks of Japaaese reserve units,

The Japanese defenses in the Khalkhin-gol region were built a-
round a system of knots of resistance and of support points, utiliz-
ing tactically suitable high ground. Combat experience indicated
that the most effective method of overcoming this type of defensive
setup was to strike into the gaps. ‘edging themselves between indi-
vidual strong points, Soviet forces broke the Japanese support net-
work, dismembered the entire defensive system in separate sectors,
then sealed off and eventually wiped out individual pockets of re-
sistance. Battlefield experiesnce showed that frontal assaults on
strong points must fail, as was seen at Fui, Sandy, and Green Heights.

Soviet armor and artillery played a very important role in bat-
tles for strong points., Operatiiag with infantry elements, individual
guns (up to 152-mm. in caliber) were employed to deliver precise fire
upon enemy knots of resistance. Under cover of this fire, tanks moved
up and overran Japanese infantry in concealed places, Soviet infantry-
men then completed the rout of enemy troops, using grenades and fixed
bayonets. The Soviet Army later devised even more intensive methods
and techniques for destroylng greatly reinforced enemy strong points.
Newly developed epecial tank tactics involving the air-drop of armor

proved remarkably successful during the Russo-German Var.
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The military operations at the Khalkhin-gol endowed the Soviet
Ammy with a wealth of valuabls combat experience. They demonstrat-
ed the outstanding qualities of Soviet military technique undeniab-
ly operating under the most adverse conditions, as well as the un-
surpassed courage of Soviet troops and commanders. In addition, the
operations indicated the high level of Soviet strategic and tactical
skill, while furnishing rich new material for further developments.
By intensively analyzing combat experience acquired at the Khalkhin-
gol and applying it to new conditions, the Soviet Army developed a
fundamental method of operation, involving the encirclement of an
eneny and his utter extermination. This complicated type of maneu-
ver was subsequently employed with brilliant success under the most
varied conditions in the Russo-German ‘iar, which resulted in the rout

of the Nazis.
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Mongolia Garrison: 187n
North China Garrison: 176

Armored Train Unit, 2d: 331

Army General Staff, See
General Staff.

Arshaan: 195, 210, 249, 251-52,
257-59, 260-61, 265-66, 285,
335, 354, 358, 451, 488

Arshaan River: 558, 560

Assuirumiao: 184

Azuma, Lt. Col. Yaozo: 215, 220,
235-36, 402
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Azuma Detachment: 220-21, 228-32,
402
Baikal, Lake: 185
Bain Tumen: 266, 276, 335, 488
Balshagar Plain: 504, 508, 519,
534, 541
Barkhans: 204
Bassin, J.: 163
Behind the Japanese Mask: 248n
Blakeney, B. B.: 163
Border Garrisons. See Garrison
Units,
Brigades, Japanese Army
Tth Air: 258, 272
9th Air: 258, 272
12th Air: 224, 258, 272-73
2d Cav: 172n
3d Cav: 181, 330
3d Hv FA: 319
13th Inf: 251
lht1815lnf= 251, 354, 357, 380,
3
Brigade, Soviet Ammy
11th Tank: 233
British: 248, 250, 337
Buir Nor, Lake: 208, 218n, 273,
15, 277, 358
Bykov, Maj. A. E.: 186n, 18an,
233, 233n, 236, 46ln
Canton Operation: 192
Changkufeng Incident: 161, 191,
ié“?, 328, 3&"61, “63401‘-, IJ‘9,

Cherry Hill: 530

Chiamussu: 196, 330

Chiangchunmiao (Dzindzin Sume):
207, 209-10, 214, 256, 258,
260, 279, 281, 287-89, 316,
342, 358, 375, 380, 384, 390,
L01-02, 405, 4O7, L11, 469,
L9%, 519



Chiba: 173
China: 173-74, 192-94, 197, 243,
248, 269, 399, 432, L8
China Incident: 171, 174, 192,
248, 270, 335, 337, 412
Ching Dynasty: 437
Chingan Infantry Division,
Manchukuoan Army: .80, 380
Chita: 348, 558, 560-61
Chogdan, Maj. Puntsugin: 188,
240n, 282
Craigie, Sir Robert: 248n
Daitoa Senso Zenshi: 186n
Dallin, D. J.: 438
Divisions, Japanese Amy
12th Depot: 197
lst Inf: 409
2 Inf: 329, 390, 393, 407, 420
lbth m: 131, 196’ 329-32, 355’
390) 393, 1407, 1413"11", Li-26
5th Inf: 399, 43
7th Inf: 181, 196, 250-58, 260-
&, 285-87, 330, 351-56, 374,
382, 389-90, 399-400, 407,
420, 467, 470
10th Inf: 173
19th Inf: 355
23d Inf: 19697, 203, 215-18,
231"35’ 21‘4, 251'56, 260:
266, 287, 300, 347, 37h, LOT
Division, Soviet Amy
36th Inf: 236
Division, Outer Mongolian Army
6th Cav: 190, 234=35
Doi, Col. Akio: 359, 446-50, 454
Dzindzin Sume (Chiangchunmiao):
W

Emperor, Japanese: 425-27, 451

Endo, Maj. Gen. Saburo: 434

Essentials for Settlement of the
Nomonhan Incident: 336, 356

Europe: 171, 248, 417, 431, 446,
455

Fuchin: 330

Ful Heights: 285-90, 300, 303,
316: 3L7) 351’ 353‘5‘0) 389’
400, 405, 498, 542

636

Fujimoto, Maj. Gen. Tetsulcuma:
373, 385, 454=55
Fujita Inf Bn: 293
Fukuoka: 399
Fulaerhchi: 327-29, 340
"Fuun Nomonhan Jiken no Higeki":
197n
Garot, Lake: 375
Garrison Units, Japanese Army
8th Border: 197, 203. 384,
386n, 405
1st Independent: 331, 354, 357
2d Independent: 331
3d Independent: 357, 382
5th Independent: 331
Hunchun: 330
General Staff, Japanese Army:
161'63) 171'7lh 176n’ 187“)
190, w’ %2'105, 255-57) 267;
274, 334, 346, 373, 399, 412,
L2, 436, 442
General Staff, Soviet Army: 40&n
559
German-Soviet Non-Aggression
Pact: 432, 447
Giga, Lt. Gen. Tetsuji: 264, 271,
344y, 490, LAL
Gondo, Maj.: 303
Goto Detachment: LO8
Groups, Japanese Army
2d Air: 251, 258, 261, 264-68,
271-1, 279-80, 285, 1316,
331, 343, 419n
23d Inf: 288-90, 298, 300, 303,
305, 403, 495
lst Tank: 260, 260n, 315-16
Haba, Maj.: 259
Hailar: 182-84, 194~97, 203, 209-
10, 215-16, 219-24, 228, 2.9,
251-60, 264-66, 273, 330, 343,
351-53, 373, 379, 382, 390,
403-04
Hailastin Gol (Holsten River):
204
Halha River (Khalkin Gol): 184~
85, 188~90, 207, A5, 218-22,
2271-36, 242-47, 254, 260-63,



Halha River (Khalkin Gol)
(contd.): 280-87, 297-99, 303,
306: 316: 335'36: 356'58) 391)
393, 408, 113, 417-18, L2,
428, 431, 437-h2, Lk7, 455,
459, 465, 470, 475-81, 485,
497, 505, 556, 559

Halhamiao: 218, 259, 438-40

Hamada, Col. Sueo: 162, 373, 408n

Hamardaba: 188, 190, 235

Handagais 184, 2.0, 257, 261,
316, 347, 35, %8, 380, 4O7-
08, 417, 450, 452

Hanka, Lake: 330

Hankow: 433

Hare Heights: 281-82, 285-86,
288, 293, 300, 303

Harat Mountains: 559

Harbin: 203, 26ln, 558, 561

Hasebe, Col.: 405

Hasebe Unit: 384, 530-31

Haghimoto, Lt. Gen. Gun: 173n,
176, 186n, 192-93, 193n, 245,
269n, 277, 282n, 346, 392,
432, 436

Hata, Maj. Gen. Yuzsburo: 162,
40ln

Hattori, Col. Takushiro: 161-62.
174, 186n, 194, 216, 24, 247
255-56, 266, 272, 282, 285,
298, 399, 433, 465, 553

Hayaehi, Capt. Saburo: 162, 186a,
435, L36n

Heiho: 181, 194, 247

Hicashi, Lt. Col. Muneharu:
429

Hills
97: LO7
T3: 504, 508
733.5: 497
738: 512
7493 544
7512 507, S35
752: 385

Hiranuma Cabinet: (3ln

Hogei, Lake: 289
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Hokkaidos 435

Holsten River (Hailastin Gol):
204, 20709, 227, 241, 285,
‘88, 303, 316, 347, 354, 358,
JT4=T75, 379, 38’-0‘85’ 390, 399-
W00, 407, 429, 468, 4B5, 505,
516, 530, 534

Hon jinganga: 375

Horiba, Yasugoro: 162

Hozoji, Maj. Gen.: 272

Hsilinho: 329

Heingan Cavalry Division,
Manchukuoan Army: 182, 215n,

252, 259, 280, 380

Hsingan Mountain Range: 195, 208

Hsingan Province: 357

Hsinganpei Province: 259

Hsinking: 171, 216, 219, 223,
2.3, 247, 268, 274, 277, 331,
333, 339-40, 373, 383, 392,
ggg, uB, 1030-31#’ h37, MB’

Hulin: 355

Hulun Buir: 1032, 1637, l*93) “95,
B \A: 513) 5“0

Hunchuns ?‘32

Hutou: 4,

Tinura, Lt. Gen. Jo: 434

Inada, Col. Seijun (Masazumi):
181, 197, 269n, 277, 430, 430n,
Zzg, 436, 452, 460, 460n, 465,

Independent Garrison. See Gar-
rison Units.

Infantry School, Japanese Army:
173, 433

Inspectorate-General of Army
Training, Japanese: 17/

Intelligence Section, Kwantung
Army: 393, 483n, 489

Ioki, Lt. Col. Elichi: 384, 389,
LO5, 435

Ise, Col. Takahides 404

Ishiwari, Lt. Col. Heizos 161

Isogal, Lt. Gen., Rensuke: 173~
7‘#: 173'1, 25‘&‘56, 265) 3151



Isogai, Lt. Gen. Rensuke (contd.):
334, 336'39, /412) ltlh, 14-22’ h33

Isomura, Col. Takesuke: 175

Isoya, Col. Goro: 175, 413

Ito, Capt. Noboru: 222, 229

Iwata, Capt. Masataka: 162, 465

Jinbutu Orai: 197n

Jugan Heights: 515

Kaikosha Kiji: 45ln, 456n, 46ln

Kalmucks: 437

Kamchatka: 555

Kanchatzu Incident: 191, 255,
255n, 308

Kanchuerhmiao: 210, 213-14, 221,
2?7, 23l) 21#9’ 252, 257-58,
222'66’ 316, 335, 347, 354,
3

Kanin, Prince Kotohito: 172, 175-76,

175n, L2

Katakura, Lt. Col. Tadashi: 175,
329

Katayama Detachment: 407

Kato, Lt. Col.: 413

Kawamata Bridge: <38, 298, 304-05

Kawano, Capt.: 235

Khabarovsk: 348

Khalkin Gol (Halha River): 559

Khulat-ulun Obo: 188, 241

Kimura, Col.: 452, 454

Kobayashi, Maj. Gen. Koichi: 201,
279, 287-90, 293, 38k, 386,
386n, 403

Komatsu Heights: 281-82, 286, 288,
293

Komatsubara, Lt. Gen. Michitaro:
203, 26, 224, 232, 256, 285-86,
294, 298-99, 305, 315, 386, 4LOO-
02, 411, 490

Korea Army: 172n, 193, 328

Koreans: 4&3n

Kotani, Maj. Ztsuo: 433n

Kozuki, Lt. Col. Tamotsu: 181,
1412-15) m

Kungchuling: 260, 260n

Kunisaki, Lt. Gen. Noboru: 250

Kurume: 197

Kusaba, Capt. Sakae: 493n
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Kusumoto, Col.: 452, 454

Kwantung Amy: 171, 174=76; 181,
185, 190-92, 215-18, 222, 228,
232, 242-47, 256, 264, 327,
374, 381, 13

Kwantung Leased Territory: 275

LOZOVSK)'% 553"510, 560

Madat: 266, 344, 381

Manchukuo: 171-72, 176, 181-82,
190, 257’ 267, 275’ 327) 328‘]9
332, 338-39, 391, 437, 439-40,
Lk, 453, 554, 557, 559-61

Manchukuoan Army: 182, 215-16,
220-21, 223, 227, 235, 240,
249, 259, 330-3L, 354, 358,
375, 380, 407, 494

Manchukucan police: 18,

Maritime Province: 194, 484

Matsuoka, Yosuke: 560

¥ishan: 355

kitsubosa Heights: 515, 517

Liyashi, Lt. Col. Linoru: 343,
4L61n, L8Tn

Miyoshi, Lt. Col, Yasuyuki:
175, 266, 343n

kohorehi, Lake: 407

Molotovs 438, 451, 453=54, 456,
554=60

Molotov cocktails: 203, 309-11,
393, 477, 542

Mongolian People's Republic:
188, 233, 437, 439, 453, 554,
559-61

Mongols: 24, 221, 437-39

Morita, Capt.: 494

Morita, Col, Toru: 403

Morita, Maj. Gen.: 357, 380,
38, 389

Moscow: 348, 359, 455, 553, 560

Lukdens 331, 354

liuleng: 329

liuleng River: 355

Murasawa, Lt. Col. Kazuo: 175,
247, 3N5n, 309n, 328, 465

Murata, Li. Col, Lasao: 203, 222,
229

Mutanchiang: 196, 329-30
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Nakajima, Lt. Col. Tetsugzo: 176,
176a, 334, 336-37, 339, 412,
2;16&’153 1018, 1421-23, l+30"32,

Nakayama, Lt. Col. Gempu: 451

Neutrality Pact: 560

"Nippon no Unmei Ketsushita Hi":
308n

Noguchi, Maj.: 261

Nomonhan: 22(n

Nomonhan Incident Research Com-
mittee: 483, 48%9n

Nomonhan=burd Obo: 204, 207,
207n, 2,0-41

Nomotsohrin: 184, 4O7

Nor< Heights: 353'516) 5110, 533,
541-42

Noro Kochi: 493n

Nuren Obo: 240

Nyumura, Maj.: 452, 454

Obone Mountains: 494

Ogisu, Lt. Gen. Rippei: 184, 186n,
373, 375n, 379, 383, 383n, 392,
408, 408n, 416, 428n, L69

Ogoshi, Maj.: 452, 454

Okamoto, Col. Tokuzo: 401, 4O4

Ota, Saburo: 553

Ouchi, Col. Absushi: 203, 222-24,
303, 402, 4Ok

Outer Mongolian Ammy: 187-90,
218-23, 229, 232-35, 240-43,
%8-50, 253, 257'80: 282“: 316’
375, 392, 416, 438-40, 496, 556

Outer Mongolian border guards:
la,, 215
Tth: 188, 233-34, 240, 242

nOutline for the Settlement of
the Nomonhan Border Incident":

245
Pacific Wars 469
Paichengtzu: 210, 252, 257, 259
Paichengteu-Arshaan Railroad:
407
Paiyinchakan, Lake: 289
Peian: 196, 247, 330
Peiping: 176
Pingyanchen: 330
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Poland: 460

Poli: 330 "

Red Books, Japanese Army: L
1680 ’

Regiments, Japanese Amy

10th AAA: 251

12th AMA: 261

10th Air: 219

11th Air: 224

15th Adr: 342, 461

2hth Adr: 29, 342

2,th Cavs 330

23d Cav Recon: 198, 220, 384,
389, 402, 405

Tth Engr: 251, 357

23d Engr: 287

24th Engr: 261, 287

7th FA: 251

23d FAs 287, 290, LOL, 493n

1st Hv FA: 319, 349, 401, 403

7th Hv FA: 319, 4OO-OL, 434

22d Indep Engr: 261

1st Indep PA: 251, 261
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38Y, 400, 402, 435, 46L,
478n
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éLth Inf: 221, 235, 287, 304,
310, 384, LOO, 4OL, 429
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429

724 Inf: 287, 289, 293, 300,
305, 384, 403
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2d Motor Trans: 357

3d Motor Trans: 261

3d Signal: 260-61, 382

3d Tank: 251, 260, 304, 316

Lth Tank: 251, 260, 304, 316,

506
7Tth Trans: 251, 357
Remizov, Maj.: 236
Russo-Japanese War: 175n, 467,

L83
Sakai, Col. Mikio: 384, 386, 403
Sakhalin: Wn 553’ 555



Samburin-Tsagan Nur: 188, 240-41
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Sato, Maj. Gen. Kotoku: 162, 386n

Seminov, Sr. Lt.: 236

Shakujinganga: 497-98

Shihlan Detachment: 380, 407

Shimamura, Maj. Noriyasu: 181,
342, L34, LUk, 452, 454

Shixganuki, Lt. Col. Tadamasa:
267

Shimanvki, Maj. Takeji: 162, 175,
186n, 273n, 274n, 344, 465

Shimono, Maj. Gen.: 272

Siberia: 185
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186n, 190, 192, 194, 24, 327,

381, 437
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Takatsukasa, Col. Nobuteru: 400,
434=35
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554

Transbaikal: 333
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92, 416, 433
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Tungan: 196
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40, 351, 384, 412, L14-16,
L2A-23, 429, 431, 433

Ulan Bator: 186, 234, 438a, 496

Ulyn Heights: 474

Uneda, Maj.: 403

Umezu, Lt. Gen. Yoshijiro: 434

Underhan (Undur Khan)s 233

Vangyehmiao: 210

War kinistry, Japanese: 173-74,
332, 336, LOL, 427, 433

World War II: 161, 171, 417,
432, LL6~47, 46O, 476, 561

Wuchang-Hankow Operation: 192
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Yakovlev, Maj. Gen.: 233

Yamagata, Col. Takemitsu: 221-
125; 22/, 227, 229, L, 429,

n

Yamagata Detachment: 221, 223~
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Yamawaki, Lt. Gen.: 334, 337,

339
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Yano, Maj. Mitouji: 162, 184n,
187n

Yano, Col. Muraji: 163

Yano, Maj. Gen. Otosaburo; 173-7,,
223’ zﬂ: 25“”: 265: 272: 282:
398‘99: a9, 381&: K2, 411&: “'22:
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Yasuoka, Lt.
260, 260n,

Gen. Masaomi: 257,
315

Yasuoka Detachment: 257, 260-61,
279‘&, 2%, 298"99’ 303-05)
315-16, 505

Yokoi, Maj. Gen. Tadamiochis 182,
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Yoshimaru, Col.: 260n

Yotsuya, Lt. Col. Iwao: 434

Yotsuya Battalion: 384, 389n
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