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BARK AND BARK BASED PRODUCTS 
Camland Products Ltd., 
36 Regent Street, 
Cambridge, CB2 1DB 
Tel: ( 0223 ) 6 8 7 8 0 Telex: 8 1 2 5 4 
BOWLING GREEN, GOLF GREEN/TEE 
CONSTRUCTION 
Amenity Landscape Construction 
1 st Floor, 33 High Street, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire. 
Tel: 0 1 4 4 1 0 1 8 9 
J. S. Bishop & Co. Ltd., 
Bishop House, Bath Road, 
Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks. 
SL6 ONY Tel: 0 6 2 8 6 4 4 4 4 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION GOLF COURSE 
ARCHITECTS 
Full 
J. Hamilton Strutt - Hamilton Strutt & Co. 
12 B ingham Avenue, Poole, 
Dorset BW14 8NE 
Tel: 0202 708406 
Donald Harradine, 
CH 6987, Cas lano, Swi tzer land. 
Tel: 091 711561 
Fred Hawtree, 
Martin Hawtree — Hawtree & Son, 
5 Oxfo rd Street, W o o d s t o c k , 
Ox fo rd OX7 1TQ 
Tel: 0993 811976 
Donald Steel — Cotton, Pennink, 
Steel & Partners, 
5 B u c k i n g h a m Place, London SW1E 6HR 
Tel: 01-630 5252 
Tom McAuley, 
7 Donegal l Square West , 
Bel fast BT1 6JE 
Tel: 0232 226981 
Peter Harradine, 
P.O. Box 1165, SHARJAH, 
Uni ted Arab Emira tes 
Tel: 009716 356446 
Provisional 
Alistair Rae, 
26 Tannoch Road, Up lawmoor Road 
G lasgow G78 4AD 
Tel: 050 585 371 
Cameron Sinclair — Cotton, Pennink, 
Steel & Partners, 
5 B u c k i n g h a m Place, London SW1E 6HR 
Tel: 01-630 5252 
Overseas (Full) 
Eddie Hackett, 
28 A i lesbury Drive, Dub l in 4, Eire 
Tel: Dub l in 691592 
Pier Mancineili, 
21 Via Ach i l l e Papa 00195 
Rome, I taly 
Tel: 06-36036 35 
Jan Sederholm, 
S 252 34 He ls ingborg , 
K. K r i s to f fe rsg 3A Sweden 
Tel: 042-371 84 
Overseas 
Joan Dudok Van Heel, 
Beuken laan 4, 1640, St Genes ius 
Rode, Nr. Brussels , Be lg ium 
Tel: (02) 358 5518 
Kurt Robknecht, 
Dennenmoos 5a, 8990 L indau-Bad 
Schachen, Germany 
Tel: 08382-230 05 
R. Berthet, 
95 Rue Saint An to ine , 75004, 
Paris France 
Tel: Paris 271-62 59 
Senior Member 
Fraser Middleton 
15 K i lmaron Crescent , Cupar, Fi fe 
KY15 4DS Sco t land 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTORS 
Chipman Ltd., 
Horsham, Sussex RH1 2 2NR 
Tel: 0 4 0 3 6 0 3 4 1 
Eccles Contracting Ltd., 
Brickfield Street, 
Hadfield, Hyde, Cheshire, 
SK1 4 7DZ Tel: ( 0 4 5 7 4 ) 6 3 4 2 5 
Golf Landscapes Ltd., 
Ashwel ls Road, Bentley, 
Brentwood, Essex. CM1 5 9SR 
Tel: 0 2 7 7 7 3 7 2 0 
Land Unit Construction Ltd., 
Folly Farm, Hanslope, 
Mi l ton Keynes, Bucks. MK1 9 7BX 
Tel: 0 9 0 8 5 1 0 4 1 4 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
27 Vicarage Road, 
Verwood, Wimbourne, Dorset, 
BH1 2 6DR Tel: 0 2 0 2 8 2 2 3 7 2 
Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd., 
85 West Street, Warwick , 
Warwickshire 
Tel: 0 9 2 6 4 9 2 8 9 8 

CHEMICALS 
Trident of Compstall Ltd., 
Compstal l Mill, 
Compstal l , Stockport . 
SK6 5HN Tel: 0 6 1 4 2 7 7 1 7 1 
FERTILISERS AND TOP DRESSING 
D. O. Hunt Ltd , 
Orchard Nurseries, Forders Lane, 
Bishopsteighnton, Devon, T Q M 9RZ 
Tel: 0 6 2 67 2 3 2 7 
Distr ibutors for May & Baker 
Synchemicals Fertilisers, Manufacturers 
of Top Dressings. 
Trident of Compstall Ltd., 
Compstal l Mill, 
Compstal l , 
Stockport , SK6 5HN 
Tel: 0 6 1 4 2 7 7 1 7 1 
GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES 
Bridges Pennants, 
68 Southchurch Avenue, 
Southend on Sea, Essex. SS1 2RR 
Tel: 0 7 0 2 6 1 2 3 4 4 
Contact: Mr Elvin 
H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd . 
Stanmore Hill Works, Stanmore, 
Middlesex, HA7 3HD 
Tel: 01 9 5 4 4 1 7 1 
GOLF COURSE AND BOWLING GREEN 
CONSULTANT 
John Campbell, 
1 2 1 1 2 3 High Street, 
Dovercourt, Harwich, Essex C 0 1 2 3AP 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 
J S Bishop & Co. Ltd . 
Bishop House, Bath Road, 
Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks, 
SL6 ONY Tel: 0 6 2 8 6 4 4 4 4 
GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT 
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies PLC, 
Nac ton Works , Nac ton Road, 
Ipswich, Suf fo lk , IP3 9QG. 
Tel: (0473) 712222. Telex: 98174 
Contact: J.F R Wilson/R Bishop 
Watkins Naylor & Co Ltd , 
Friar Street, Hereford, 
Tel: Hereford (0432) 2 7 4 3 6 1 
Telex: 3 5 3 0 2 W Naylor or contact your dealer 
GRASS SEED 
British Seed Houses Ltd , 
Bewsey Industrial Estate, 
Pitt Street, Warrington, Cheshire, 
Tel: ( 0925 ) 5 4 4 1 1 
Contact: Rodger Saunders 
Portview Road, Avonmouth, Bristol, 
Tel: (0272) 8 2 3 6 9 1 
Camp Road, Swinderby, Lines, 
Tel (0522) 8 6 7 1 4 
Mommersteeg International, 
Station Road, Finedon, 
Well ingborough, Northamptonshire, 
NN9 5NT Tel: (0933) 6 8 0 6 7 4 
Contact: Michael Perkins 
GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATIONS 
E I G G A 
2 Golf Cottage, Bucklesham Road, 
Ipswich, Suffolk 
Tel 0 4 7 3 71 1 8 1 0 
S I G G A 
82 Drumbreck Road, 
Glasgow, G4 1 
Tel: 0 4 1 4 2 7 4 2 4 2 
IRRIGATION 
CAMERON 
a division of Wright Rain Limited, 
Head Off ice, Harwood Industrial Estate, 
Li t t lehampton, West Sussex 
BN 1 7 7BA 
Tel: Li t t lehampton (0903) 7 1 3 9 8 5 
Evesham, Worcs. 
Tel: Evesham (0386) 4 9 3 4 8 
Rmgwood, Hants, 
Tel: Rmgwood ( 0 4 2 5 4 ) 2 2 5 1 
Spalding, Lines, 
Tel: Spalding (0775) 3 7 6 4 
Norwich, Norfolk, 
Tel: Swainsthorpe (0508) 4 7 0 4 0 2 
Ongar, Essex, 
Tel: Ongar (0277) 3 6 2 4 4 4 
Whitchurch, Hants, 
Tel: Whi tchurch ( 0 2 5 6 8 2 ) 2 6 5 5 
Bridgnorth, Shropshire, 
Tel Bridgnorth ( 0 7 4 6 2 ) 61 762 
Wetherby, Yorks, 
Tel: Boston Spa (0937) 8 4 5 7 8 8 
Perrot Irrigation Ltd., 
38 High Street, Rowhedge, 
Colchester, Essex. C 0 5 7ET 
Tel: ( 0206 ) 8 6 7 6 2 4 
Watkins Naylor & Co. Ltd., 
Friar Street, Hereford, 
Tel: Hereford (0432) 2 7 4 3 6 1 
Telex: 3 5 3 0 2 W. Naylor or contact your dealer 
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT 
British Overhead Irrigation Ltd., 

The Green, Upper Halliford, 
Shepperton, Middlesex, TW1 7 8RY 
Tel: 0 9 3 2 7 8 8 3 0 1 Telex: 9 2 8 7 6 7 
Contact: Sales Department 
Sports Ground Irrigation Co., 
Hereward Lodge, 
Paget Road, Lubenham, 
Market Harborough, Leics. 
Tel: ( 0858 ) 6 3 1 5 3 
Toro Irrigation Ltd., 
Unit 7, Mil lstream Trading Estate, 
Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3SD 
Tel: Ringwood ( 0 4 2 5 4 ) 6 2 6 1 
Watermation Ltd., 
Monument Way, E. Woking, 
Surrey, GU21 5LY 
Tel: Woking 7 0 3 0 3 Telex: 8 5 9 2 2 4 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 
J. S. Bishop & Co. Ltd., 
Bishop House, Bath Road, 
Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks. 
SL6 ONY Tel: 0 6 2 8 6 4 4 4 4 
LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISER 
Farmura Ltd., 

Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr. Ashford, Kent. 
Tel: Egerton ( 0 2 3 3 7 6 ) 2 4 1 
RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS 
Henton & Chattel! Ltd., 
London Road, Nott ingham. 
Tel: Not t ingham (0602 ) 8 6 2 1 6 1 
Contact: Christopher Bryden 
D. Rowe & Co. Ltd., 
The Hornet, Chichester, West Sussex. 
P 0 1 9 4 J W Tel: ( 0243 ) 7 8 8 1 0 0 Telex: 8 6 1 10 
Contact: Mr D. Strange/Mr J. E. Burfoot 
Wilcocks 
Walker Street, Preston, Lanes. 
Tel: Preston 5 3 0 6 8 
SAND 
Martin Bros. 
1 A Cl i f ton Street, 
Alderley Edge, Cheshire, SK9 7NN 
Tel: Alderley Edge ( 0 6 2 5 ) 5 8 4 5 7 1 
Contact: Nick Gray 
Trident of Compstall Ltd., 
Compstal l Mill, Compstal l , 
Stockport , SK6 5HN 
Tel: 0 6 1 4 2 7 7 1 7 1 
SANDSLITTING 
L.D. Bourgein Oxford Ltd., 
South Hinksey, Oxford, 0 X 1 5AZ 
Tel: ( 0865 ) 7 3 5 4 2 0 T e l e x : 8 3 1 4 7 
At t . TRENCHERS, SALES, SERVICE, HIRE. 
SEATS 
Barlow Tyrie Ltd., 
Spr ingwood Industrial Estate, 
Rayne Road, Braintree, Essex. CM7 7RN 
Tel: Braintree (0376 ) 2 2 5 0 5 Telex: 9 8 1 73 
(Brochure available) 
SEAWEED FERTILISERS 
Seamac 
Foundry Lane, Chippenham, Wilts. 
Tel: ( 0249 ) 6 5 2 8 1 1 
SEMI MATURE TREES 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barsten, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B92 OJL 
Tel: 0 6 7 5 5 2 0 3 3 / 4 
Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher 
SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barsten, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B92 OJL 
Tel: 0 6 7 5 5 2 0 3 3 / 4 
Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher 
SEMI MATURE TREE PLANTING 
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE) 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barsten, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B92 OJL 
Tel: 0 6 7 5 5 2 0 3 3 / 4 
Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher 

SOIL CONDITIONERS 
Soilife: Liquid Enzymes, 
Romilt Market ing for your local supplier 
North Wyke Farm, 
Guildford Road, 
Normandy, Surrey, GU3 2AN. 
Tel: Guildford (0483 ) 8 1 1 9 3 3 
SPRAYING EQUIPMENT 
Evers& Wall Ltd., 
Hardi Division, St Georges Way, 
Bermuda Industrial Estate, 
Nuneaton, C V 1 0 7QT 
Tel: Nuneaton (0203 ) 3 7 2 0 5 4 Telex: 31 2 4 2 6 
Contact: Mr W. Hay ward 
TEE MATS 
Carpetition Ltd., 
6 Kaff ir Road, Edgerton, 
Huddersfield, HD2 2AN 
Tel: 0 4 8 4 2 8 7 7 7 
( " T u f t u r f " — Synthet ic Grass Backed 
Rubber —Porous) 
Charles Lawrence UK Ltd., 
1 53A Farndon Road, 
Newark, Notts, NG24 4SP 
Tel: 0 6 3 6 7 6 2 1 8 Telex: 3 7 6 6 8 
(Synthetic Grass Backed w i th Rubber) 
Ned Johnson & Co. Ltd., 
1 6 3 / 7 Gibralter Street, 
Sheff ield, S3 8AF 
Tel: 0 7 4 2 2 9 5 0 8 / 9 / 0 
(Link Matt ing) 
TREES AND SHRUBS 
Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd., 
Wood Lane, Barsten, Solihull, 
West Midlands, B92 OJL 
Tel: 0 6 7 5 5 2 0 3 3 / 4 
Contact: Stephen or Michael Fisher 
Notcutts Nurseries Ltd., 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP1 2 4AF 
Tel: 0 3 9 4 3 3 3 4 4 
(Incorporating Waterers Nurseries, Bagshot, 
Surrey.) 
Taylor Trees, 
Clif fe House, Cli f fe Lane, 
Gt. Harwood, Lanes, BB6 7PG 
Tel: 0 2 5 4 8 8 4 5 6 3 Telex: 6 3 5 3 8 4 
TRENCHERS 
L. D. Bourgein Oxford Ltd., 
South Hinksey, Oxford, 0 X 1 5AZ 
Tel: 0 8 6 5 7 3 5 4 2 0 Telex: 8 3 1 4 7 
At t . Trenchers, Sales, Service, Hire. 
TRENCHING MACHINES 
A. F. Trenchers Ltd., 
Gosbecks Road, Colchester, 
Essex, C 0 2 9JS 
Tel: 0 2 0 6 4 4 4 1 1 
Contact : W. D. Baker 
TURF (SPECIALITY) 
Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd., 
Elvington, York, Y 0 4 5AR 
Tel: ( 0904 ) 8 5 6 6 1 
Telex: 5 7 7 9 6 Rolawn G. 
Fine purpose g rown sports & amenity turf . 
VERTI DRAIN HIRE 
Aeration & Drainage Services, 
10 Oxendean Gardens, 
Lower Wil l ingdon, 
Eastbourne, 
East Sussex. 
Brian D. Pierson (Contractors) Ltd., 
27 Vicarage Road, Verwood, 
Dorset, BH21 6DR 
Tel: 0 2 0 2 8 2 2 3 7 2 
SCC Lands Maintenance Ltd., 
1 2 Foxburrow Close, 
Haverhill, Suffolk. 
Tel: 0 4 4 0 6 2 3 6 9 
Worth Draining, 
Cornbecks, Irnham, 
Grantham, Lines. NG33 4JQ 
Tel: 0 4 7 6 8 4 2 6 6 

SECOND-HAND MOWERS 
SPECIALISTS INRANSOME 

MOTOR TRIPLES 

SHAFTESBURY PLANT 
Shaftesbury, Briar Road, 

Great Bromley, Colchester, Essex. C 0 7 7XD 

TEL.: (0206) 230442 
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Greenkeeper 

United we'll stand! 
Demonstrating that, ahead of the joint talks on form-
ing a federation (see page 12), the three 
greenkeeping associations can cooperate to take 
on - and beat - the rest of the golfing world, our 
front cover shows the winning greenkeeping team 
in the 1985 Kubota Golf Challenge. From left to 
right: I. McLeod (Tain), I. Toon (Moor Hall), R. 
Hughes (Little Hay), J. Teixeira (Hillingdon), S. 
Melville (Murrayfield), A. Peel (Trafford), J. 
Donaldson (Cherwell Edge) and, sitting, B. Turner 
(Worplesdon). 

This year's event at The Belfry was a four-way 
contest, with teams of eight also representing golf 
writers, stewards and secretaries, who were the 
defeated finalists. 

In the semis, the greenkeepers almost 
whitewashed the stewards - the only reverse com-
ing in the last match with a defeat for Donaldson. 
The secretaries beat the journalists 5 j to 2¿ at this 
stage, but more than met their match in the final, on-
ly managing to take two matches off the 
greenkeepers - Hughes and Melville going down. 

The attention later switched to St Andrews and 
the fifth Ransomes International Greenkeepers and 
Superintendents Tournament, where the Cana-
dians were hot favourites to successfully defend 
the Ransomes Challenge Trophy. There was a 
record turnout with teams of four from 13 countries 
contesting a Stableford competition over 36 holes. 

At the end of the morning round, only one point 
separated the leaders - Scotland stood on 45 and 
the Canadians had 44. A further point behind were 
the Dutch, Swedes and Northern Irish. 

The wind proved difficult in the afternoon and it 
was the two teams from across the Atlantic that 
mastered the conditions - Canada returned a 
creditable 47 points and America 46. The Cana-
dians retained the Ransomes Challenge Trophy 
with a total of 91 points. Scotland were second with 
89 and the USA third a point behind. Only four 
points spanned the first four places - Northern 
Ireland came fourth - and, with three teams 
(Holland, West Germany and Spain) finishing on 
over 80 points, it was a close-run competition. 

i 
After the tournament, which is held every three 

years, the traditional Ransomes banquet was at-
tended by 150 at the Rusack's Marine Hotel where 
Keith Mackenzie, former secretary of the R & A and 
president of the Golf Foundation, was the guest 
speaker. 

The Ransomes Challenge Trophy, a silver salver, 
was presented to the Canadians by the chairman of 
the St Andrews Link Trust Sir John Carmichael, who 
also gave tankards to members of the first three 
teams. 

Ransomes sales director Guy Catchpole thanked 
the Links Management Committee for making it 
possible to play the Old Course. "It's an ap-
propriate venue because the tournament started as 
a result of Scottish greenkeepers, some 20 years 
ago, challenging their English counterparts," he 
said. 
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The all year all turf tieatmenl 
SAI Horticulture have revolutionised turf care with an 
advanced new range of turf foods called Longlife. Longlife is 
an integrated range of eight different products designed to 
provide the right nutrient content to meet the needs o f o f i 

turf throughout the year. 
DIDIN®. Five of the Longlife turf foods contain a 
unique new ingredient. DIDIN® gives a better grass 
colour and a longer more even growth response from 
one application. 
Longlife offers value for money to groundsmen and 
greenkeepers who have more than just the feeding oi 
their grass to think about. 
DIDIN is a registered trademark of SKW Trostberg AG. 

longlife, the all year all turf treatment 
Scottish Agricultural Industries PLC, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 5QW. Telephone (0506) 39281. Telex 727145. 

Chipman Limited, Horsham, Sussex RH12 2NR. Telephone Horsham 60341/5. Telex 877223. 



ROYALSHOW 
STAND K40 

they're simplyin 
a class of their 

and I'm delighted with the exceptional performance and 
I I w l f I I ability to work under any ground and weather conditions. 

* w M M Hitched up to any attachment the ISEKITX2160 4WD* 
'HST' gives me 100% day in day out at a very economical rate. I also have the 
TE4270 4WD fitted with the appropriate equipment to aerate the fairways and all ^ ^ ^ ^ 
approaches. As far as I'm concerned I'm using the best team in the business. Q A ^ k 

Jack McMillan 
Course Manager, Sunningdale Golf Club ^ ^ 

There's no doubt about it, LELY ISEKI TRACTORS are rapidly becoming the most 
sought after in turf management. The versatility of any model from 16 to 72hp is 

second to none and with a wide variety of all British Built attachments which 
includes the LELY BEAVER GM386 Triple Mower, isn't it time you had a 

demonstration on your land. 
We have Sales and Service Distributors with fully trained personnel in your locality, 

why not give us a call now. 
*TX range available with LGP Tyres 

LELY ISEKI TRACTORS, STATION ROAD, 
ST. NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE19 1QH. 

TEL (0480) 76971 TELEX 3 2 5 2 3 



' a t e r m a f i o n 
FOR ALL SPORTS TURF IRRIGATION 
You can't beat us when it comes to first class irrigation. 
With over 15 years experience behind us, we have installed irrigation 
systems all over Britain, in all the best places, and our sprinklers 
pop-up in Ireland, in Europe and in Africa. 

But you probably know about our past. In the future we will continue to 
offer the best automatic irrigation installations but now we are ALSO 
OFFERING A NEW RANGE OF SPRINKLERS, CONTROLLERS AND 
OTHER SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT, ALL DESIGNED AND BUILT BY 
WATERMATION IN ENGLAND. 

It isn't all "just grass" to us — sometimes it isn't even grass at all. We also 
design sprinkler systems for artificial surfaces. 

So if you have a golf course, tennis court, bowling green, running track, 
football pitch . . . or even a whole town to be irrigated and monitored in the 
Middle East, we can offer you irrigation equipment which is specially 
designed and suitable for the needs of those areas. 

Naturally, we can still supply you with all our usual range of equipment 
and spares and in fact we now have the most comprehensive range of 
irrigation equipment in the Country. THE CHOICE IS YOURS. 

WATERMATION LTD. 
Monument Way E., 
Woking, Surrey. GU21 5LY. 
Woking (04862) 70303 

also at: 
Stirling (0786) 70252 
Dublin 760964 

Watch the grass 
grow under your feet! 

See what new, slow release Floranid can do for 
your grass. It means better growth, fewer applications, 
less mowing. 

To see the quick results of slow release Floranid 
contact your distributor or send off the coupon and 
we'll send you all the details. 

Floranid 
the new slow release fertiliser range for turf 

BASF United Kingdom Limited, Fertiliser Department, 
Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk. IP7 6BQ 

Please send me all the details on Floranid. 

Name 

Floranid is a BASF trade mark 

BASF 



The stress an Open 
success can bring... 

THE sudden death recently, at 
51, of Russell Brown, course 
manager of the Turnberry Hotel 
golf courses, venue for next 
year's Open Championship, em-
phasises the strains on those 
looking after the courses where 
the world's premier event is 
played, writes Jim Arthur.. 

It is usual for the press and TV 
commentators alike to fail to ap-
preciate the problems in setting 
up the Open Championship. It 
takes years of careful preparation 
to stage and by no means all of it 
is pure greenkeeping, what with 
spectator paths, lorry-ways and 
the tented village, all of which fall 
on the back of the head 
greenkeeper. Even if he is not 
necessarily involved in all the 
decisions, it is he who has to im-
plement them. 

I recall after one Open, a BBC 
commentator deigned to talk to 
the head man. He asked when the 
course would be back in good 
order again. The reply was along 
the lines of, "'I rather thought it 
was right now." Likewise, when 
the weather intervenes, greens 
like those at Muirfield in 1980, 
where there were six weeks of 
rain prior to the off, are criticised 
and the fairways come in for 'too 
much irrigation' comments. In 
that particular case, it was a rather 
ill-informed statement as there 
weren't even pop-ups around the 
greens! Sadly, I feel some of 
those responsible are presenting 
courses not so much for golfers as 
for TV viewers. 

The Open is not go ing 
anywhere new in the foreseeable 
future, if ever, so it is largely a 
question of starting preparations 
for the next one on the following 
Monday, repairing the damage 
off the course, for the course in 
itself probably suffers less during 
the Open week than in normal 
play. There is little time to relax 
and all too little time before the 
Open is back again. 

Today, of course, the head men 
of all the Open Championship 
courses have seen at least one, if 
not several Opens, and can afford 
to be a great deal more relaxed, 

but it is still a worrying time and 
you always have to be prepared 
to give instant first aid in the event 
of accidents, such as hydraulic 
pipe bursts, or errant courting 
couples in Minis cavorting over 
greens just before the champion-
ship, which we suffered at 
Turnberry! 

Turnberry was different - as, in-
deed, in a different way, was 
Royal St George's in 1981 where 
there had not been an Open 
Championship since 1938. In both 
cases, of course, the experts 
derided the R & A's choice - in 
fairness, not primarily on the 
basis of course quality and 
character, but over such aspects 
as accessibility, accommodation 
and car parks. 

Turnberry was selected in 1974 
as the venue for the Amateur 
Championship in 1976 and the 
Open in 1977. At once, the deci-
sion was attacked as mad by the 
Press and, looking at the state of 
the over - fe r t i l i sed annual 
meadow grass greens and lush 
fairways, suffering from severe 
drought damage early that year, 
with only two years to get it right, 
you might have thought it was a 
bold decision. 

It was my lot to be told by the 
championship committee to sort 
things out and much sorting had 
to be done. This included the 
removal of those who had 
become complacent, looking 
after courses that saw little play 
when the hotel shut in autumn. 
The management, too, was 
swayed, wanting a pretty course 
for television rather than the great 
test of golf, which many think is 
Mackenzie Ross' best links 
course and which it proved to be 
in 1977. 

Monthly visits 
I literally had to act as head 

greenkeeper with almost monthly 
visits until responsibility could be 
devolved on to Jim McCubbin. 
We had to correct the mistakes of 
decades of mismanagement 
designed to make the courses 
look nice and green. The first task 

was to find some 500 tons of 
black, sandy, top spit soil for 
basic top dressing and the 
rebuilding of greens. 

Nothing happened for three 
months. There were the usual ex-
cuses that it was not available un-
til the man charged with the task 
was clearly given to understand 
that if he did not find it, someone 
else would and he would not be 
needed. It was found within a 
month. 

Of course, you cannot reverse 
the mistakes of years overnight, 
but a good team convinced of the 
correctness of an agreed pro-
gramme, well directed and en-
couraged by a skilled head man 
who developed new potential 
under the increased responsibili-
ty, generously provided with the 
tools (machines and materials) to 
do the job, was bound to show 
results. 

In the event, the Open at Turn-
berry was hailed as a major suc-
cess by the same Press that, only 
six months earlier, was prophesy-
ing doom and disaster. The Ailsa 
links were not, of course, perfect, 
but the course was eminently 
playable, with fast, firm greens, 
tight lies, good tees and especial-
ly good aprons and approaches. 
It provided one of the most ex-
citing finishes of any recent Open 
- a two-horse race between Wat-
son and Nicklaus, with the rest of 
the field nowhere. Only three 
players, including the two 
leading gladiators, broke par for 
the four rounds. So much for the 
Ailsa being criticised as too easy. 

Virtually every aspect of 
greenkeeping had to be altered 
or reversed in 1974 and this in-
c l u d e d r e - e q u i p p i n g both 
courses and updating the ineffi-
cient irrigation system. Because 
of the effects of the prolonged 
drought in 1975 and 1976 on the 
annual meadow grass-dominated 
fairways and the need to carry out 
intensive applications of fenpeat 
and over-seeding, the Amateur 
was moved, not so much because 
of the condition of the course, but 
because we needed to be able to 
carry out intensive remedial work 
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RUSSELL BROWN 
CONTINUED 

without suffering the restraints 
imposed by preparation for a ma-
jor championship. 

It is remarkable how short 
memories are. Within a space of 
two years, those same experts 
who derided the R & A's choice 
and who said the course would 
never be ready in time were 
claiming, equally exaggeratedly, 
that the links were perfection per-
sonified. What is irritating is that 
these critics never learn and even 
last autumn one commentator was 
pontificating on the hotel steps 
that the course was dead, it 
would take years to restore and 
would never be ready for the 
Open in 1986. 

A month later, when I saw the 
course in October after a week or 
so of rain, everything was perfect-
ly satisfactory. The problem was 
that the course water supply 
depended on what was left after 
the hotel had taken its share and it 
was a very dry summer with an 
abnormal demand. We now have 
an independent bore-hole supply 
- so that problem is solved. 

In 1982, Jim McCubbin retired 
and Russell Brown, from Perth, 
was selected to take charge. 
Previously, he had been in com-
mand at Prince's which, while 
hosting Open Championship 
qualifying rounds, is a great track 
in its own right. 

Even more investment in the 
courses was carried out by the 
new owners of Turnberry Hotel 
and Russell was in charge of im-
plementing many quite major 
changes, advised by Donald 
Steel, to improve the Ailsa 
Course. One of the most signifi-
cant was removing and recon-
touring a long length of dune top 
by the 6th green to provide 
greater space for pedestrian traf-
fic, caught, in the past, between 
the 6th green and the 7th tee. 
Even a few months after massive 
cut and fill operations, the recon-
touring was so skilfully done (by 
Brian Pierson) that it looked as if it 
had been there for ever. 

Even more spectacular were 
extensions to the 9th and 11th 
tees with massive retaining walls, 
built up, as Russell proudly told 
me last month, without so much 
as a trapped finger - a major 
engineering effort that we called 
Hadrian's Wall and which, 
perhaps, will be his 'memorial'. 

The year 1985 was doubly wor-
rying for anyone charged with 
preparing a course for an Open 
Championship in 1986. The 

severe drought of 1984 had left 
some remedial work to be done, 
but the winter, though not as 
severe as further south, was 
snowy enough to stop work and 
then came one of the coldest and 
latest springs anyone can 
remember. After an all too brief 
spell of fine weather at Whit, the 
Ayrshire coast suffered, in com-
mon with most of Scotland, mon-
soon conditions with almost in-
cessant rain-from June to mid-
October. Ten inches of rain fell in 
September alone, ceasing, in fact, 
only on the day I carried out my 
regular examination of the course 
in mid-October. I was happy to 
find everything in excellent and 
promising order and the effects 
of the wet weather and heavy 
play on the greens were about to 
be corrected by Verti-Draining 
for the second year running. 

Luckily, the Ailsa course can, as 
a hotel course, be closed for 
three months, which makes the 
preparation for the Open much 
easier, but it has been excep-
tionally busy all summer despite 
the rain. The weather has the last 
word and we are dependent on it, 
but a good greenkeeper can 
make intelligent guesses once he 
knows his course and Russell was 
beginning to do this with ac-
curacy. He said that if you could 
see Ailsa Craig, it was going to 
rain if you couldn't, it was raining! 
This was very true last summer. 

To those who knew him well, 
Russell, although a quiet and 
rather withdrawn man, had an 
equally quiet sense of humour. 
His staff respected him and work-
ed indefatigably for him. He was a 
first-class, skilled and caring 
greenkeeper and perhaps tend-
ed to keep his worries to himself 
too much. 

Naturally, there was a vast 
amount of preparatory work still 
to do but, the very day before he 
died, Russell spent the whole day 
with his first assistant walking the 
course and detailing precisely 
the work programme for the com-
ing months. 

Greenkeeping has lost a most 
able, deep thinking and sincere 
man and as honest as the day to 
himself, his employers and his 
course. I have lost a good friend 
and an able ally who was in-
terested in everything he observ-
ed. It is a great shame that he will 
not be there to take the credit for 
another great Open Champion-
ship at Turnberry for which he 
had made so many preparations. Russell's beloved Turnberry, with the Ailsa Course in great shape. 
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EIGGA chairman Bill Lawson with the former R & A secretary Keith Mackenzie. 

Chairman's Message 
As the end of 1985 approaches, I 
would like to take this opportuni-
ty to look back over the last eight 
months. I was elected EIGGA 
chairman by the board of 
management after the associa-
tion's AGM at Warwick Univer-
s i ty during the n a t i o n a l 
conference. 

As chairman, you soon begin 
to realise how much effort and 
time is put in behind the scenes 
by the board of management 
and, in particular, the general 
administrator Danielle Jones. 

Warwick was a joy and a 
disappointment to me. The joy 
was that we had people in our 
ranks who could stand up and 
deliver a paper good enough to 
hold the attention of the entire 
audience, as well as coping with 
lively question and answer 
sessions. 

The disappointment was the 
poor attendance. Cost and time 
should not stop a keen EIGGA 
member from attending, so, 
please, let us see more of you at 
Warwick in 1986. 

The marquee at the Open 
Championship was a great suc-
cess. Board of management 
members worked very hard on 
your behalf and the visitors' 
book looked like a who's who of 
golf. 

Greenkeeper training is mov-
ing along at great speed and I'm 
pleased to be joined by Peter 
Wisbey as EIGGA represen-
tatives on the Greenkeeper 
Training Committee. The phase 
three block-release has started 
in some colleges and will begin 
at most others in 1986. 

EIGGA was well represented 
at St Andrews for the SIGGA 
conference and fifth Ransomes 
International Golf Tournament 
in October. David Jones gave an 
excellent paper on heathland 
management and there were 
other interesting sessions from 
all over the world, with a notable 
contribution from Nick Park. 

In the Ransomes tournament, 
England was represented by a 

joint EIGGA/BGGA team of 
Kevin Munt and Terry Adamson 
from EIGGA combined with Jim 
Richardson and Gordon Payne. 
England finished sixth behind 
the winners C a n a d a and 
runners-up Scotland. The Old 
Course proved very testing, but 
a great experience for all who 
played and watched. 

Finally, we are holding talks 
with representatives from the 
R&A, EGU, SIGGA and the 
BGGA a b o u t a p o s s i b l e 
greenkeeping federation, which 
would operate from a central of-

North West 
The branch held its autumn 
seminar at the Reasheath College 
of Agriculture, Nantwich. The 
speaker for the morning session 
was Dennis Mottram, who is now 
senior lecturer at Reasheath. Den-
nis went into the technicalities of 
sportsground drainage in his 
usual articulate and professional 
manner. 

To follow, Jack McMillan, who 
had travelled up from Sunn-
ingdale, chose the Verti-Drain as 
his subject for the afternoon lec-
ture. Jack described the situation 
at Sunningdale, where he has 
found its implementation very 
successful. It was invigorating to 
hear an independent assessment 
of such a machine from an ex-
perienced and knowledgeable 
professional. 

Jack was accompanied by his 
wife and we thank them both for 
making the trip north. We also 
thank Dennis Mottram and 
everyone at Reasheath for giving 
us all a rewarding day. 

fice. This idea was first discuss-
ed at St Andrews, where it 
received support from R&A 
secretary Michael Bonallack. 

The discussions have only just 
started, but some progress has 
already been made and future 
developments will be published 
in Greenkeeper. 

Meetings have also been held 
with the PGA about a possible 
joint organisation, but this 
development has been shelved 
for the time being. 

Bill Lawson. 

It was encouraging to see so 
many of the younger members 
sporting EIGGA blazers and ties 
and also to see some new faces 
from the Bolton and Manchester 
area. Members will have receiv-
ed a newsletter giving details of 
further lectures - please make 
every effort to attend. 

The autumn golf tournament 
was held at the Abergele and 
Pensarn Golf Club in North 
Wales. Thanks go to the club cap-
tain for making us feel welcome. 
Thanks also go to John Richmond 
and his staff for their efforts on the 
day. 

The tournament winner was 
Seve Lunt with a net 67 and the 
guest's prize went to Steve 
Stonehouse with a net 68. 

Our thanks go to all the trade 
representatives who donated 
prizes - in particular, Ellesmere 
A.G. and Richard Jones for spon-
soring the event and their con-
tinued support. 

Bob Evans of Ruthin-Pwllglas 



GC has recently gone into GC and, in particular, to the not least, to Dave and the lads for 
hospital for an operation. Best I secretary Commander Peter a fine course, 
wishes, Bob, for a complete Woolings for extending the Our last tournament of the 
recovery. courtesy of the course. Also, our season was at the Maylands Golf 

In future, would members send sincere thanks go to Alex Ar- and Country Club, which proved 
any monies concerned with the mitage and his assistants who to be very memorable - not only 
North West branch to the have worked so hard to make was I going'home', but everyone 
treasurer Guy Cannings at 12 Vic- Richmond the magnificent course seemed to marvel at a clubhouse 
toria Road, West Kirby, Wirral, it now is. I had taken for granted for so 
Merseyside. The branch's final meeting this long. The course was in superb 

The committee would like to year is a turkey trot on Monday condition, thanks to Phil Staines 
thank our hard working ad- December 9 at Worplesden Golf and his team. There was no 
ministrator Terry Adamson for the Club. evidence of the continual batter-
effort he has put into the job. ing the course takes from the 
Terry is probably the best thing to M. Hale. large number of visitors it attracts 
come out of Wales since Ian and the meal was second to none. 
Rush. H i ^ i The victors of the day were: 1st 

Well, gentlemen, we are at the F f . „ - Martin Jones, 39 points and the 
end of another eventful year, as r i i l s l King's Cup; 2nd - Mark Forrester, 
far as the profession is concern- The annual greenkeepers versus 37 points and the Victa Cup and 
ed. Please give us your support in captains match at Purdis Heath 3rd - Phil Staines, 34 points. 
'86 and, hopefully, we can strive resulted in a runaway victory for The first guest with 40 points 
on to improve the status of golf the greenies by seven matches to was G. Jackson, while the second 
course management employees. six. The day also proved a victory guest was Mark Spooner (Eaton) 

The chairman has asked me to for greenkeeping with the results on 38 points, 
pass on his and the committee's of Dave's hard slog there for all to Our thanks go to Maylands for a 
best wishes to members and their see. great day - back to the grind for 
families for a happy and en- The top greenkeeper, on a another six months! 
joyable Xmas and a successful countback, was P. Howard 
and productive New Year. (Aldeburgh) with 37 points. He M. Lathorpe. 

received the Ransomes watch. 
Raymond Hunt Second place went to Richard • ^ • • • • H H i ^ H i 

Mitchell (Eaton). Third place was R • Bucks And Oxon 
taken by G. Barton (Haverhill) on D e r K S> B U C K S A n a U x o n 

• H H H i ^ ^ H H i 36 points, while Brian Lemmon The branch held its Jacobsen 
§ u r r e y (Barnham Broom), with 34 points, competition at Burnham Beeches 

} was fourth. Golf Club recently and it was a 
After the frightful summer Top captain was D. Freeman on most successful event. Thanks go 
weather, it seems incredible to 41 points, followed by David to the club for the hospitality and 
report that the Surrey members Chapman (Eaton) with 38 points. to Mark from Risbora Turf Sup-
enjoyed another marvellous day The prizes were presented by plies and Jacobsen for their 
when contesting the MacGillivray Greenkeeper publisher Michael sponsorship. 
Shield at Richmond Golf Club. Coffey. It seemed that whenever 

The winners were: 1st - C. Our thanks go to the club cap- branch members gathered for a 
McMillan, 44 points; 2nd - A. tain T. Morfitt and members for day's golf, the sun shone - not 
Davie, 39 points; 3rd - J. Cuff, 38 the courtesy of the course and bad when you consider last 
points and 4th - P. Pearse 37 subsidising a terrific meal with season! This was certainly the 
points. wine; to the trade represen- case when the branch staged an 

Surrey members express their tatives, especially Ransomes for invitation meeting at Sonning GC 
great appreciation to Richmond the shield and watch and last, but Continued on page 12 
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Summit 
THE establishment of one 
autonomous body has been the 
aim of meetings held recently 
between SIGGA, EIGGA, the 
BGGA and other interested 
organisations in golf. Here, we 
detail the latest situation as it is 
known. 

Greenkeeper understands that 
considerable progress has been 
achieved at the talks. 

Originally, the BGGA was 
approached by the Professional 
Golfers' Association, which 
produced a detailed proposal on 
how greenkeeping should be 
structured in the future - as a 
division of the PGA. 

Later, the PGA, after 
discussions at the Open 
Championship, put the same 
proposition to SIGGA and 
EIGGA. Meetings took place 
between each of the 
associations and the PGA at its 
national headquarters at The 
Belfry. 

The associations seem to have 
reservations about the 
advisability of such a takeover 
and there appears to be 
insufficient support within 
SIGGA and the BGGA, while the 
EIGGA board of management 
has already advised the PGA 
that it is holding talks elsewhere. 

During the SIGGA educational 
conference at the Younger Hall, 
St Andrews recently, Michael 
Bonallack, secretary of the Royal 
& Ancient Golf Club, 
introducing the afternoon 
session, strongly recommended 
that greenkeepers retain their 
independence and strive for an 
improvement in status through a 
unified approach to the 
profession's future. He felt sure 
that the R & A would look 
favourably upon any request for 
assistance in pursuing this aim. 

Since the SIGGA conference, 
two meetings have taken place, 
with representatives of the three 
associations taking part under 
the chairmanship of the English 
Golf Union and with a member 
of the R & A in attendance. 

Although nothing has been 
finalised as yet and another 
meeting is arranged for early 
December, Greenkeeper 

talks 
believes that a general 
administrative centre with a full-
time executive officer will be 
based at Bingley to coordinate 
events and conferences and to 
deal with the associations, which 
will operate on a regional or 
branch level. 

The administrative organisation 
will be known as the Golf 
Greenkeepers' Federation with 
the aim of supporting in a 
practical form the Greenkeeper 
Training Committee by getting 
clubs to train their staff and have 
an all-qualified greenkeeping 
profession. 

All apprentices will have to 
qualify and the eventual aim 
would be to have a system of 
continuous education, so that 
even course managers will be 
required to maintain their 
qualifications and knowledge by 
attending seminars. This system 
should have the support of the 
golf unions, which will assist 
with its implementation. 

Should the federation come 
into being - and all the signs are 
positive - it will give the PGA 
European Tour, among others, 
the ideal vehicle for its intended 
support of 'greenkeeper training 
and course preparation 
research' and a worthwhile 
home for the money the tour 
received from ICI's Professional 
Products Division (see page 24 
of last month's Greenkeeper). 
Likewise, the federation could 
act as a focal point for all trade 
involvement in greenkeeper 
training. 

It is essential that the 
executive officer, when 
appointed, should not be a 
former greenkeeper, but 
someone with administrative 
skills and without bias. The 
committee should be small and 
of similar composition to the 
Greenkeeper Training 
Committee. 

While there are, no doubt, 
many hurdles to clear and 
personal differences to 
overcome, it is hoped that all 
greenkeepers will shortly be 
brought together under one 
independent umbrella 
federation. 

EIGGA NEWS & VIEWS 
CONTINUED... 

and some 30 members and guests 
attended. 

The course received a good 
deal of praise - Alan and staff are 
to be commended. We were well 
looked after in the clubhouse 
and, once again, members of the 
trade gave us good support. I 
make special mention of Maxwell 
Hart, Parkers, TMS and May & 
Baker. 

There is a lot of work involved 
in putting on such a day, so 
thanks go to Ed, Brian and Sevi for 
all their hard work. (Brian wishes 
to thank M. Warner and M. 
Strange for handling the raffle). 

Finally, a turkey trot is schedul-
ed by Badgemore Park on 
December 11, starting at 11am. 

Billy McMillan. 

Eastern 
This, the branch's first report, is to 
l e t m e m b e r s k n o w that 
greenkeepers do exist in the east! 

Although not a heavily sup-
ported branch, the membership is 
drawn from a large area - from 
Kettering, Worksop and Lincoln 
to Skegness and Cambridge, to 
name but a few. We meet mainly 
around Grantham, as this is cen-
tral, and are a friendly group 
always willing to meet new 
members. Anyone interested in 
joining should ring Colin Swingler 
on Grantham (0476) 68656. 

Our autumn golf meeting for the 
Rigby Taylor Trophy was held at 
Stoke Rochford Golf Club by 
courtesy of the captain Peter 
Bloodworth. The course, in a 
superb setting, was in excellent 
condition, thanks to Gilbert 
Ogden and his staff. It proved a 
hard test on a windy day. 

The trophy and prizes were 
presented by Steve Dickinson of 
Rigby Taylor. The cup was won 
by Steve McCrossan of Burghley 
Park with Roy Harrison of the 
home club losing out on the last 
nine holes. The non-greenkeeper 
prize was won by Brian Booth. 

We are hoping to arrange a fur-
ther golf day sometime in March, 
when members will be invited to 
bring along a committee member 
to play. 



H.Q. NEWS 
Dear E . I .G.G.A. member, 
Well, once again we approach the end 
of a year, and it's time for me to give you 
an up-date on what's been happening in 
your Accosiation throughout the past few 
months. 1985 has been a very busy year 
for E . I .G.G.A. , and we are really start-
ing to make some impact within the ind-
ustry. A great deal of behind-the-scenes 
work has been done by various members 
of the Board of Management, who have 
travelled all over the country to attend 
meetings called by certain respective 
bodies in the golf world; the results of 
those meetings will become apparent in 
due course, and I am sure that our Chair-
man will cover the subject in his report, 
but I feel that 1985 will mark a turning 
point in E.I .G.G.A. 's history, and 1986 
will bear witness to the efforts made on 
behalf of the membership. Particular 
mention must be made to Bill Lawson, 
who, since becoming National Chairman 
in March this year, has done a tremend-
ous amount of work to benefit the Ass-
ociation, and much of what E.I .G.G.A. is 
set to achieve in the future will be due to 
Bill's commitment and determination. He 
also found time to act as E.I .G.G.A. 's 
Captain to the English team which played 
in the Ransomes International Tournament, 
at St. Andrews, in October. Our team 
made a gallant effort, but, as you know, 
the Canadians took the honours. 
E.I .G.G.A. was well represented on the 
English team by Kevin Munt, who is a 
member of the Board of Management, and 
Terry Adamson who is the administrator 
for the North-west branch of the Asso-
ciation. Kevin has been on the E.I.G.G.A. 
Board since the very first A.G.M., first 
as Chairman, and now as a Trustee; and 
Terry has done some sterling work in the 
North-west, and has been a great benefit 
to his branch, and to the Association in 
general. E . I .G.G.A. was also honoured 
to be invited to send a speaker to the 
S.I .G.G.A. Conference, which was held 
in conjunction with the tournament, and 
our Vice-President, David Jones att-
ended in this capacity at S . I .G.G.A. 's 
request; thus, a team of four first-class 
ambassadors was sent to represent 
E.I .G.G.A. at this prestigious event. 

Although our golfers were not succ-
essful at St. Andrews, it was a different 
story at The Belfry in October, when the 
Greenkeepers were the victorious team 
in the Kubota Challenge. 

The team was made up of players 
from E. I .G.G.A. , S . I .G.G.A. and the 
B.G.G.A. , and they competed with the 
Golf Writers, Secretaries, and Stewards. 
E.I.G.G.A. was fortunate to have been 
represented by two excellent golfers, 
Brian Turner of Worplesdon Golf Club, 

and Joao Teixeira of Hillingdon Golf 
Club, and our congratulations go to 
them, and their fellow team members. 

As most of you know, E.I .G.G.A. 's 
1985 Conference, whilst not being as well 
attended as had been hoped, was, never-
theless very successful in terms of con-
tent, and the quality of speakers. Details 
of the 1986 Conference are published in 
this magazine and it promises to be an 
even better event. 

The conference will be held over 
three full days, on the weekend of 4th/ 
5th/6th April 1986, at the University of 
Warwick, which, as those of you who 
attended this year's conference know, 
is an ideal venue with excellent facilities. 

Registration will be from 9.00 a.m. on 
Friday 4th April, and the programme, 
featuring a wide range of speakers, will 
be publicised in "Greenkeeper" mag-
azine. The time of the Annual General 
Meeting has been changed, so that it will 
now take place after the last lecture on 
the Saturday (5th April) afternoon, and 
before the formal banquet; this arrang-
ment leaves the afternoon of Sunday 6th 
free for more lectures, and allows max-
imum use of the time available. The cost 
of attendance to the 1986 E.I .G.G.A. 
Educational Conference will be £112.00 
to E. I .G.G.A. members, and £125.00 to 
non-members. This sum covers all meals 
and accommodation which are of a very 
good standard, and includes all lectures 
and the formal dinner on the Saturday 
evening. We have been very fortunate 
in obtaining the services of Sir Rex 
Hunt as our after-dinner speaker. As you 
know, Sir Rex was the Civil Commis-
sioner on the Falkland Islands, and is 
in fact a member of the Association. 
Although I have not yet had the pleasure 
of meeting Sir Rex, I have corresponded 
with him on several occasions, and 
judging by the humerous tone of his 
Letters, I would say that we are in for a 
most entertaining evening! 

I would urge those of you who haven't 
been to an E.I.G.G.A. conference before, 
to try and make this one if you can; and, 
for any Golf Club Secretaries, or Greens 
Chairman who might read this, you too 
are most welcome to attend, and I am sure 
that you will appreciate the benefit of 
your Club sending it's Greenkeeper/s 
to what is a major conference on Green-
keeping. I can assure the few cynics out 
there that this is not merely a social event, 
but a comprehensive educational forum 
which gives everyone an opportunity to 
hear the experts speak on a variety of 
subjects. For anyone wishing to reserve 
a place, please complete the booking 
form, and send your remmitance, or a 
deposit of £20.00 to National Headquaters. 

Daily attendance is also available at 
a rate of £25.00 per person per day. This 
sum covers morning coffee, lunch and 
afternoon tea, and all lectures. 

Will all members please note that the 
invoices for their 1986 E. I .G.G.A. mem-
bership subscriptions is enclosed in this 
issue of "Greenkeeper". Full member-
ship which applies to any greenkeeper 
other than an apprentice is £20.00, whilst 
the apprentice subscription remains at 
£12.00. Trade membership is £25.00 
(individual) and Company membership 
is open to regional companies at £75.00 
to cover membership for two represent-
atives, and National companies at 
£125.00, to cover four representatives. 
If for some reason you do not receive your 
invoice, please forward the relevent sum 
to National H.Q., together with details 
of your name, membership number, 
preferred mailing address, and the name 
of your club; also, if applicable any 
change in your status during the past 
year; i.e. from 1st Assistant to Head 
Greenkeeper etc. At this point, may I ask 
everyone, please, to send their 1986 subs 
at the earliest opportunity in the new 
year, as I cannot accept any renewals 
after 31st March. 

As before, if a golf club joins it's 
entire green-staff en bloc it can claim a 
10% reduction, and if your club is 
paying your subscription, could you 
please give your invoice to your club's 
secretary for this purpose. 

Finnaly, to all our members, thank 
you for supporting the Association during 
the past year; I know that progress in 
certain areas is a little slow, but, like 
British Rail, "We're getting there!" If 
you have any queries, or comments, 
please let me know; I occasionally hear 
of someone voicing their discontent over 
some matter which could so easily be rec-
tified by a letter or a 'phone call. 
Further to this, for those of you who are 
awaiting Unit 6 of the E. I .G.G.A. Man-
agement Course, I have been assured by 
the Bournemouth & Poole Management 
Centre that the Unit will be sent out 
shortly. 

I hope that you have a very Happy 
Christmas, and a healthy and prosp-
erous 1986, and I look forward to seeing 
some of you at Warwick in April. 

Danielle Jones, 
General Administrator, 
National Headquarters, 
2, Golf Cottage, 
Bucklesham Road, 
Ipswich, 

Suffolk. IP38UG 
Tel.: 0473 711810 



SIGGA's Success At St Andrews 

The fífth Ransomes International 
G r e e n k e e p e r s and Super-
intendents Tournament at St An-
drews was a huge success and 
not just for the 13 countries tak-
ing part. 

The programme of supporting 
events organised by the SIGGA 
committee proved to be equally 
outstanding, with the interna-
tional conference as the main at-
traction. This was divided into a 
morning 'home' session in-
troduced by Mr Louden, a 
distinguished R & A member and 
the 'away', or overseas, session 
opened by the R & A's secretary 
Michael Bonallack, who came 
out strongly for greenkeepers 
maintaining their independence 
and uniting to ensure that 
g r e e n k e e p i n g b e c o m e s a 
stronger profession with better 
qualifications and educational 
opportunities. To this end, he 
pledged the R & A's moral and 
financial support. 

The home session was based 
on the different types of golf 
course and their management -
heathland was tackled by David 
Jones of Purdis Heath, linksland 
by the late Russell Brown, Turn-
berry (see page 7) and parkland 
by Gordon Childs of Churchston 
G.C. The striking thing was the 
similarity of approach at all 
three environments, with varia-
tions on a theme (Arthurian) of 
minimal fertilising, watering 
and maximum eleviation of com-
paction through intensive aera-
tion. (The papers presented by 
Gordon Childs and David Jones 
w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d i n 
Greenkeepei). The morning ses-
sion closed with a slide show 
from Nicholas Park, formerly 
greens chairman at Lindrick, 
who rammed home the message 
that there are still pitifully few 
courses in the British Isles that 
h a v e c o n q u e r e d the Poa 
problem. 

In the afternoon, we were 
entertained by experiences from 
other countries and climes. Gene 
Baston from the GCSAA outlined 
what a powerful and impressive 
organisation has been created in 
the States. Stan Zontek of the 
USGA Greens Section, as ever 

North And Midlands 
The section had a good turn-out 
for the autumn outing at Ballater 
Golf Club. The weather stayed 
fine and the course was in ex-
cellent condition. Our thanks go 
to the club for a very enjoyable 
day. 

The section's AGM was held in 
the evening, at which G. Hamp-
ton and G. Webster were 
presented with medals to com-
memorate their inclusion in the 
Scottish team for St Andrews. 

Star prize of the day, a magnifi-
cent Titleist golf bag, is on its way 
to Royal Dornoch and Ian Small 
can expect a putter the next time 
I see him. 

The main prize winners were: 
scratch - R. Patterson; Meldrum 
Memorial Trophy - D. Dingwall; 
1st class - G. Paterson; 2nd Class 
- R. Hardie; 3rd Class - W. Pater-
son; McLean Trophy - E. Skinner; 
Toro Trophy (veterans) - W. Cur-
rie; junior veteran - J. Flint and 
trade shield - M. Dennis. 

Iain Hamilton 

the polished performer, gave a 
revealing insight into agronomy 
US style. Bob Heron from the 
CGSA produced an Cice spec-
tacular' while Rolf Lowgren 
from the Swedish Golf Federa-
tion showed how golf should be 
organised. Can you imagine a 
greens- chairman having to be 
educated in turf culture by the 
game's governing body before 
being allowed to take office? Jim 
Wyllie, also of CGSA, produced 
a different show. His slides il-
lustrated how fairways can be 
changed almost like relaying 
carpet - from shag-pile to 
Wilton! The overriding impres-
sion was that the rest of the 
world is prepared to pay much 
more for its golf and, conse-
quently, education than golfers 
in Britain. 

In all, a day for SIGGA to be 
proud of, with a highly profes-
sional team of greenkeeper 
speakers. 

Central 
Since the last executive meeting, 
things have been quite busy 
within the Central section. 

The inter-club tournament, run 
throughout the summer, proved 
to be a great success and was 
eventually won by Dullatur Golf 
Club. It is intended to make this 
an annual competition. 

An autumn outing was held at 
Balbirnie Park Golf Club, 
Markinch, when some 30 
members and guests had a great 
day. Considering the atrocious 
weather on the previous days, we 
were fortunate to play at all. 

Prize winners were: net ag-
gregate (spring and autumn) - Ian 
Ritchie 137; best net - Walter 
Garland 73; best scratch - Brian 
Inglis 74; 1st class, first handicap 
- Graham Scougall 76; 1st class, 
second handicap Brian Lawrie 84; 
2nd class, first handicap - Duncan 
Peddie 78; 2nd class, second han-
dicap - William Whitfield 82; 
visitors' prize - Harry Archer 70 
and the two-ball foursomes -
Brian Inglis and William Whitfield 
38i points. 

Our thanks go to Ian MacMillan 
and his staff for having the course 
in such good condition, despite 
the weather, and to Mr and Mrs 
Chalmers for the excellent meals 

Michael Bonallack recommended the 
greenkeepers to stay independent. 



and service provided and to the 
council and members of the Club 
for the courtesy they extended. 

The international conference at 
St Andrews was quite well attend-
ed by Central section members, 
who voted it a huge success and 
our congratulations go to the 
organising committee for all their 
hard work. 

The section is indebted to 
Stewarts & Co for the presenta-
tion of a silver quaich, which will 
be played for at outings next 
year. 

Further to a previous statement 
regarding the seminar organised 
in conjunction with the East sec-
tion, the committee has decided 
that, due to the East section's 
failure to pay half the costs, to 
which two of its officials had 
agreed, the Central section does 
not wish to be involved in 
organising any future events with 
them. The amount in question is 
£32.45p. 

At a recent committee meeting, 
the paper on the proposed 
amalgamation between SIGGA, 
EIGGA, the BGGA and the PGA -
a copy of which has been sent to 
every member of the section -
was discussed at length. The feel-
ing of the committee was that the 
best future for greenkeeping is 
through education and, to this 
end, SIGGA is at the forefront 
and, therefore, for the time being, 
we should continue to make our 
own way forward. 

It was decided to invite Martyn 
Jones to speak to the members 
sometime early in the New Year 
and to organise a visit to In-
verclyde Sports Complex at Largs 
in March. 

Our congratulations go to the 
following members of the section 

who have taken up new appoint-
ments lately: William Lyon, Crieff, 
on gaining his first appointment 
as head greenkeeper at Forfar 
Golf Club; Ian Ritchie, Dullatur, 
on being appointed assistant 
head greenkeeper at Ladybank 
Golf Club; John Philp, St An-
drews, who becomes the first 
links supervisor to be appointed 
by the Carnoustie Links Trust and 
Brian Finlayson, Braehead, on his 
a p p o i n t m e n t a s h e a d 
greenkeeper at Ardeer Golf Club 
in Ayrshire. 

At present, membership of the 
Central section stands at 75. New 
m e m b e r s : Ian MacMi l lan , 
Lilliedale, High Street, Freuchie, 
Fife; Craig Stafford, 357 Julian 
Road, Cadham, Glenrothes, Fife 
and David McOwat, 33 Duncan 
Road, Glenrothes, Fife. Change 
of address: Ian Ritchie, 10 
Queen's Crescent, Ladybank, 
Fife. 

John Crawford. 

Ayrshire 
The section ran a lottery in con-
junction with the Open Cham-
pionship. It was a great success 
with an outstanding £530 profit 
after deductions. 

The first prize, a weekend for 
two at Gleneagles, was won by G. 
Featherstone of Largs. The se-
cond prize, two weekly tickets for 
next year's Open, went to A. 
Waite of Powfoot. D. McLean of 
Turnberry collected the third 
prize of £50. 

There were four runners-up 
prizes of £15 each, which went to 
A. Marcurci, Kirkcudbright; A. 
Hitches, Warwick; D. Johnston, 

Gourock and R. Aitken, Glasgow. 
The autumn outing was to 

Glasgow Gailes, where the scor-
ing was very good, due, in part, to 
the excellent condition of the 
greens provided by Bobby Ben-
nett and staff. 

Thanks go to the steward and 
stewardess and to the club for af-
fording us the courtesy of the 
course and facilities. 

The winners were: scratch - A. 
Forrest (Western Gailes), 1st class 
- R. Weir (Bogside), 2nd class -
M. Power (Troon) and 3rd class -
G. Sloan (St Cuthberts). The 
leading visitor was A. Leask 
(Glasgow Gailes). 

The north lost to the south of the 
section in a match for the R. 
Aitken Trophy. M. Power, who is 
now in charge of the Troon 
courses, had the Darnley in ex-
cellent condition. After a super 
meal, R. Aitken Snr presented the 
trophy to Harry Diamond, who 
thanked him for sponsoring this 
event. 

We send best wishes to A. 
Jamieson in his new position as 
head greenkeeper at Prestwick St 
Nicholas and to Colin Hamilton, 
who has moved south to take up 
an appointment as first assistant at 
Worthing. 

J. Grainger. 

Lost - And Found? 
Jonathan Harmer mislaid a Far-
mura file at Scotsturf recently. 
The file is brown with gold em-
bossed lettering. Jonathan would 
very much appreciate its return 
and is offering a reward to the 
finder or borrower. Contact 
Jonathan on 023376 241. 

APPLICATION FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP OF SIGGA 
Name of Applicant Age . 
Full Postal Address 

Postal Code 
Golf Club or Company 
Position at Club or Company 
Registered Greenkeeper or not Certificated 
I enclose my annual subscription of £15 

Signed 

Section Secretaries 

AYRSHIRE — J. Grainger, 3 Castlepark Gardens, Fairlie, Ayrshire. 
CENTRAL — E. R. Small, 2 Castle Park, Kincardine, By Alloa. 
EAST — W. Blair, 13 Redhall Avenue, Edinburgh. 
NORTH — I. Hamilton, 58 Whitecraig Road, Newburgh, Fife. 
WEST — A. McDougall, 17 Poplar Avenue, Newton Mearns, Glasgow. 



The winning Canadian team — Successful Defenders, with their trophies. 

Bill Lawson, E . I .G.G.A. 's Chairman presents his own 
brew to S.I .G.G.A. 's General Secretary in recognition of 
the Scots hospitality. 

Runners up Scotland with in the foreground Guy 
Catchpole, Sales Director of Ransomes. 

RANSOMES 
ST ANDREWS 
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Jimmy Neilson. 

England go into action, Messrs Munt and Richardson. 

Keith Mackenzie — main speaker at the Ransomes Banquet. 



Contrasting national attitudes 
THE past three years have seen 
those r e s p o n s i b l e for the 
maintenance of British golf 
courses turn something of a cor-
ner. Some conferences are no 
longer simply an excuse for golf-
ing days off, playing for trade-
donated prizes . They are 
developing along the lines well-
known to other professions and 
are increasingly run by the 
greenkeepers themselves. Those 
who attended Golf Course '84 at 
Cambridge or this year's EIGGA 
and SIGGA conferences at War-
wick and St Andrews know how 
well they are being organised. I 
feel sorry for those greenkeepers 
- and their clubs - who have not 
yet realised what they are 
missing. 

One most instructive feature for 
many of us has been the realisa-
tion of the widely different at-
t i t u d e s to g o l f c o u r s e 
maintenance in different coun-
tries. It is some time since we 
were told, in no uncertain terms, 
that we were light years behind 
the Americans. Of course, 
nobody mentioned the climatic 
differences that make many com-
parisons irrelevant, but the 
Americans certainly have a dif-
ferent industry. It's big, bouncy 
and booming, full of new ideas 
and high-pressure salesmanship 
that goes well with high customer 
'cosmetic' expectations. Above 

all, it is expensive. The budget for 
an American course can be five 
to ten times as big as for a British 
equivalent and the same goes for 
wages. 

Listening to speakers from The 
New World, I am mainly impress-
ed by their enthusiasm and 
courage. Methods are described 
with conviction but, here, some 
doubts begin to enter my mind. 
The dictionary defines the word 
empirical as 'based on observa-
tion or experiment' not on 
theory.' That word, for me, sums 
up American greenkeeping and, 
as we know from so many 
technica l areas , including 
medicine, if you don't know why 
something works, your results 
will be unpredictable and prone 
to side-effects. 

Perhaps I am being unfair. 
There are so many different 
climatic regions in America, 
whereas the whole of Great Bri-
tain (with some variation in rainfall 
from north west to south east) falls 
into one climatic region - the 
maritime temperate zone. So we 
cannot expect to be told the 
ecological justification for every 
procedure in every American 
locality. The trouble is we do not 
hear really scientific justification 
for anything at all. We do see the 
increas ing o b s e s s i o n with 
presentation as opposed to quali-
ty. We see magazines crammed 

with hard-selling advertisements, 
especially for chemicals. If 
everything is so good, why do 
they need $11 these corrective 
measures? Maybe they have a lot 
to teach us but, for the present, 
put me down as being not yet 
convinced. 

The Swedes are another nation 
with a booming golf business and 
they certainly have something to 
teach us. We could all learn from 
their insistence on proper 
organisation, preparation and tui-
tion. Everyone must attend 
courses before being let loose -
even the chairman of the green 
committee! There were nearly 50 
Swedes at SIGGA's conference -
almost outnumbering the Scots. A 
trait they share with the Cana-
dians is taking on the most dif-
ficult conditions. Golf courses are 
being built further and further 
north - with four inside the Arctic 
Circle. The winter damage may 
be so great that the repairs each 
year approach the size of a com-
plete reconstruct ion. With 
shortened seasons, as well as 
these climatic factors, golf is an 
e x p e n s i v e g a m e , but the 
customers are there. 

Our friends from the Continent 
present a varying picture. High 
cost, high investment projects are 
balanced by quite modest layouts 
w i t h m o d e s t s t a n d a r d s . 
Greenkeepers are enthusiastic 



and seem to make the most of any 
opportunity to learn more. 

There was one important con-
ference in Europe this year about 
which we have heard very little. 
The International Turfgrass Socie-
ty is for all the academic institu-
tions - the colleges, research in-
stitutes and universities. The ITS 
conference is held every four 
years at different venues across 
the world. This year, the Fifth In-
ternational Turfgrass Conference 
took place in Avignon near Paris 
and the research institutes at 
Bingley and Aberystwyth were 
both represented. 

At its conclusion, we found 
several delegates making their 
way round Britain to view the cur-
rent scene. It was no great sur-
prise to me to find them in rather 
a grim mood. There was a general 
feeling that the methods in use in 
so many countries had clearly fail-
ed and led to Poa annua 
dominated swards. It was, 
therefore, no thrill to come here 
and tour round only to find that 
the same blight had descended 
on our courses. 

I found considerable interest in 
talking to all these 'tourists,' but 
one in particular fired my im-
agination. Dr Yoskisuki Maki, pro-
fessor of agronomy at the Akita 
Prefectural College in Japan, was 
elected president of the Interna-
tional Turfgrass Society for the 
next four years. The next con-
ference, in 1989, will be held in 
Tokyo. 

Some weeks before his visit, I 
received a fascinating letter from 
Dr Maki explaining that, with the 
help of Dr Peter Hayes of the 
STRI, he had arranged a tour of 
Britain. The detailed itinerary was 
enclosed. He proposed to drive 
himself over 2,000 miles, visiting 
two research institutes and 15 golf 
courses. He expressed his mis-
sion thus: "I have long wanted the 
opportunity of learning more 
from you about the spiritual 
background of golf prototype, 
golf course layout and the tradi-
t i o n a l w a y of t u r f g r a s s 
maintenance." A refreshingly 
thorough approach, so I thought I 
had better do some homework! 

Japan has already had one golf 
boom, which was cut short by the 
1973 oil crisis. Now there is 
another spurt with 1,400 golf 
courses scheduled to rise rapidly 
to over 2,000. As a nation, the 
Japanese spent 70 million man-
days last year playing golf. All this 
in a crowded country where the 

only space available is on the 
mountainous central areas of the 
string of islands that comprise 
Japan. Australian and American 
architects and constructors have 
initiated the building of courses, 
often at enormous expense. Great 
imagination has been displayed 
in order to make enough level 
ground available and lifts bet-
ween holes are fairly com-
monplace. Dr Maki duly ap-
peared at the appointed time and 
I was deeply impressed with his 
dedicat ion , cordial i ty and 
expertise. 

Some 30 years ago, he was sent 
by his country to study agronomy 
at Wisconsin, USA and had subse-
quently taught plant feeding at 
Tokyo University. However, in re-
cent years it became evident that 
there were greater problems with 
golf courses and he moved to 
Akita, the turfgrass centre. He 
speaks good English and, carry-
ing a battery of cameras and tape 
recorders , made notes on 
everything he saw. In five hours 
of discussion, I found a man who 
really knows his sc iences , 
grasses and g r e e n k e e p i n g 
methods. Actually, the Japanese 
sent a large delegation, led by Dr 
Maki to Europe with a clear brief. 

The present orthodoxy of tur-
fgrass maintenance that has 
spread from America to so many 
countries, including Japan, is felt 
to be just not good enough and 
perhaps a return to the early sites 
of golf would provide a better 
understanding of the game and 
its problems, going right back to 
first principles and then starting 

building on basic sciences. Dr 
Maki said: 'it was his duty to his 
country' to undertake this work. 

On his return to Japan, he wrote 
to me: 'Most of the grasses, par-
ticularly Poa annua, on the golf 
courses here are dying and most 
parts of fairways are turning 
brown. I was surprised and ex-
cited (in Britain) at seeing real 
links, inland and inland heather 
courses with delicate undulations 
and natural beauty.' 

So, now might be the time to 
start placing your bets on which 
nation will end up light years 
ahead. But we should not entirely 
write off the dark horse - Britain, 
which invented the game and 
had, naturally, the finest golfing 
turf in the world. We could have it 
again if we stopped trying to 
copy, rather poorly, a game and 
turf that were always second best. 

Thanks to other sports, there is 
now a bright new building in an 
old sunken rose garden just north 
of Bradford where British golf 
should be putting its money. 
Nearly 60 years ago, when the 
Board of Greenkeeping Research 
was established at Bingley, Nor-
man Hackett wrote: 'Within a 
comparatively short time, their 
fellow scientists are able to con-
firm their hypothesis - it may be 
months or years, but the truth is 
finally established.' Things are, 
indeed, taking years, but the in-
strument is there to hand. All the 
things we guess at or assume can 
be put to the test. We might still 
come out on top! 

EDDIE PARK 



THE TUFTURF' TEE MAT — 
Like a piece of firm, well sprung fairway 

LTD. 
FOR TEE SHOTS 

AND FAIRWAY SHOTS "A British made prous hardwearing all weather tee 
1.5m x 1m. Synthetic grass, bonded to reconstituted 
rubber underlay shock pad with 30 tee inserts, com-
bine to give a superb playing surface. Its use is highly 
beneficial as a WINTER TEE, or when re-turfing tees 
in the playlnq season. Also ideal for DRIVING 
RANGES and PRACTICE GROUNDS both indoor and 
outdoor. 
Further details from:-

CARPETIT ION LTD., 
6 KAFFIR ROAD, E D G E R T O N , 

H U D D E R S F I E L D . H D 2 2AN. 
Tel: 0484-28777" 

EFFECTIVE 
MARKIN 

TRIG-A-
MARKING 
PAINT 
• Choice of 6 

colours. 
• Marks any 

surface, 
• ^feed stocks held 

ELTON SYSTEMS LTD. 
2 Verulam Industrial Estate, 

London Road, St. Albans, ALI 1 JB. 
Tel: (0727) 40266. 

BEWARE of Imitations 

"FENDRESS 99 
® 

High Quality Golf Green Top Dressing (FENDRESS) 
available in bulk loads of 10, 15, 20 and 25 tonnes 
delivered anywhere U.K. Mainland, N. Ireland. 

A Superior Top Dressing, using soils wi th a low clay & silt 
content, carefully blended with Fenland Peat and Lime Free 
Free Silica Sand, shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate 
application to golf/bowling greens. 

Save purchasing expensive equipment which stands idle 
for much of the year, also high labour costs and problems 
of finding suitable ingredients of constant quality. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE FENDRESS 
REGISTERED TRADEMARK 

Pre-Packedsupplies also available. 

SPECIAL MIXES TO YOUR SPECIFICATION ALSO PREPARED 

ALSO Sedge Peat ("FENPEAT") in bulk. 

Lime Free Sands, White or Yellow. Screened Loam etc. 

Please telephone T. /. Banks for quotations. You will be 
surprised by our competitive prices. 

Please 
Contact: 

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd., 36 High Street, Market Harborough, 
Leics. LEU 7NL. Tel.: Market Harborough (0858) 64346. 



The reclamation of 
indigenous turf 

Eddie Park looks at the problems of removing thatch and Poa 
annua from our golf greens. 

I HAVE, on several occasions, 
been asked why I so frequently 
quote from old, indeed, antique, 
books on greenkeeping. Of 
course, they are interesting, but 
why not use up-to-date sources? 
This is an important point for 
those trying to recapture 
Agrostis/Festuca playing sur-
faces and needing help with the 
problems that occur. 

I have to be quite frank and rep-
ly that, whereas up to about 1940 
there was an understanding of the 
needs of Agrostis/Festuca turf, 
that position no longer obtains. 
Little has been written on the 
reclamation and subsequent 
maintenance of these grasses, 
while there has been plenty on 
the recognition and treatment of 
the problems of Poa annua and its 
ugly sister thatch. 

I have listened to several ex-
cellent lectures about the pro-
blems on golf courses in this last 
two years, but hardly anything 
about the problems of maintain-
ing Agrostis/Festuca turf. Pro-
bably for the good reason that, in 
my observation, there are few 
courses with such turf on the 
greens. I have seen hundreds of 
greens with Poa annua/Agrostis 
turf and so many of our problems 
in recent years in reality derived 
directly from turf of such 
botanical composition. Hence, 
we are continuously offered plen-
ty of quick solutions, gimmicks, 
magic m a c h i n e r y , c l e v e r 
chemicals, etc, but we do seem to 
have lost the core of knowledge 
from the past. So, this article on 
problems will, perhaps, at least 
be different. 

We have previously covered, in 
some detail, the fundamental pro-
blem of being allowed, by 
members and committees, to do 
the job required. I will not repeat 
it all here, but suffice to say that if 
you have not got a firm and full 
policy agreed by the majority of 

members, you should not be 
starting. 

Perhaps the first problem I 
should discuss is the cosmetic 
one. If we are to succeed in get-
ting fine grass back, we cannot 
go on cheating. That means we 
cannot use fertiliser and water 
simply to cover things up. So we 
cannot any longer disguise the 
sins of the past and we cannot ex-
pect to achieve the appearance 
of a mono-culture that is so typical 
of Poa annua with a dash of re-
maining Agrostis. 

Golfers have become used to 
this uniform overall green colour 
and do not want to do without it. 
They never did, of course. R.B. 
Dawson, in the first issue of the 
Bingley Journal, wrote: 'Many 
golfers are possessed of a keen 
aesthetic sense and the grens in 
particular should satisfy this. 
There should be no bands or blot-
ches of darker colour; and grass 
should form one homogeneous 
whole'. 

Unrealistic 

That is almost certainly an 
unrealistic goal and a doubtful 
one anyway. We know that in 
many crops mono-cultures con-
sisting of one species only are 
high risk plant associations. 
Diseases or extreme climate can 
easily decimate them. In the con-
text of a golf green, the story just 
does not happen that way 
anyway. 

We should be looking for a 
gradual succession as we im-
prove the good husbandry of the 
site. Our succession seems to be 
Poa annua giving way to creeping 
bent (Agrostis stolonifera) chang-
ing to common bent (Agrostis 
tenuis). If stopped there, I would 
settle very happily for that but, in 
fact, on some drier areas, we then 
find colonies of fescues. 

Now there are times, particular-
ly in summer, when there is no 
way they will all look the same 
green colour and we have to 
spend time explaining this -
'never mind the colour, feel the 
quality!' Much the same argu-
ment applies to turf density. The 
use of plentiful fertiliser and 
water gives a Poa annua sward 
with a high productivity. So 
golfers have become used to a 
dense, lush sward which, unhap-
pily, only lasts for three months of 
the year and even then with 
drawbacks that they may not 
appreciate. 

Working up to Agrostis from 
small beginnings is a slow 
business and, in my experience, 
g i m m i c k s a r e c o u n t e r -
productive. Everyone thinks of 
overseeding and it might be suc-
cessful if we could close the 
green or leave all the grass long 
for some months. In the context of 
a busy club calendar, that just is 
not an option - we must mow 
regularly and this kills off the 
young seedlings. 

Attempts to push the matter 
along with fertiliser and water 
take us straight back to the condi-
tions that favour Poa annua. So we 
have to go at nature's speed aid-
ed only by our best efforts at aera-
tion and other good husbandry 
practices, such as top-dressing. 

One really valuable trick is to 
take out full depth hole plugs of 
good turf and swop them round 
with plugs from poor areas on the 
greens. This means having ac-
cess to a source of good turf in a 
turf nursery and it is surprising 
how many patch plugs can be cut 
from a square yard of turf. It also 
calls for accurate craftsmanship 
in fitting the new plugs in the 
green. 

Now we are beginning to see 
the real crux of our problems. 
Finance and training. Without a 

Continued overleaf.... 



Eddie Park -
Continued... 

highly skilled and motivated staff 
(at least four on 18 holes), it is 
quite impossible to get all these 
individual tasks done. Far too 
many clubs expect high stan-
dards, but do not want to pay for 
them. I would have thought that 
most people would appreciate 
that subscriptions of less than £5 
per week (and some are a lot 
lower) will not pay for all the work 
required. 

If they reduce the hand work or 
take in more members to pay for 
it, they simply compound their 
problems. It is at this point that I, 
for one, hear the warning bells 
ringing. From many reports 
around the country, I hear distur-
bing tales of the shrinking waiting 
lists and members refusing to pay 
increased subscriptions or green 
fees. 

Pay more 
In many cases, I don't blame 

them. Why should they pay more 
for a course in a deplorable state? 
W h a t I c a l l ' a l t e r n a t i v e 
greenkeeping, ' using large 
amounts of fertiliser, water and 
chemicals plus, only too often, 
poor craftsmanship (taking too 
many short cuts), has failed. 

The year 1984-85 may just jolt a 
few more people out of their com-
placency. A drought followed by 
heavy autumn rainfall, an intense-

ly cold winter, a late spring and 
perhaps a wet summer shows us 
that Old Mother Nature has ceas-
ed to be as benevolent as the last 
few years. Golfers will not go on 
paying for waterlogged greens or 
Fusarium in July. 

Problems such as weeds, 
worms and fungi should not be 
overemphasised. I work on the 
principle of minimum interven-
tion. With a decrease in alkalinity 
and fertility, worms and weeds 
such as c l o v e r d e c r e a s e 
dramatically. As for the other 
weeds, let us at least stop the 
practice of spraying overall (even 
the rough) with wide spectrum 
herbicides. 

Nowadays, it is far too expen-
sive and the great joy of disconti-
nuing is to see the rapid return of 
all our wild flowers. Springtime 
with drifts of cowslips, bluebells, 
any local orchids, anemone, etc, 
delights even the most unobser-
vant club member. 

The position with fungi is rather 
different. At least the old mer-
curies were effective with 
diseases such as fusarium. Today, 
the requirements for safety 
regulation testing mean that 
agrochemical firms would pro-
bably find it too expensive to 
develop fungicides tailored ex-
clusively for sports turf. So we 
end up with materials originally 
developed for much bigger 
markets, such as tomato and 
chrysanthemum growers. 

Sometimes the price for the turf 
equivalent of the same chemical 
is set at a significantly higher 
level, yet the substances are cer-
tainly not as effective or persis-
tent as our trusty old mercurics. It 
is not surprising that many course 
managers tell me that they prefer 
sulphate of iron. 

The real point is that we should, 
if at all possible, be avoiding all 
these things anyway. The 
research to investigate the side 
effects on turf is yet to be done, 
but we know that anything that 
reduces bacterial or fungal activi-
ty also reduces the soil's ability to 
decompose unwanted organic 
matter - such as dead root 
material that will build up into 
thatch. Getting the soil into better 
health with good husbandry will 
be worth more than all the 'cures' 
in the world. And I need hardly 
add that diseases such as 
fusarium are far less of a worry to 
the man with an Agrostis/Festuca 
sward. 

I have said that we can no 

longer cover up all the sins of the 
past and that applies especially to 
old fairy rings, which were 
previously camouflaged with am-
ple fertiliser and water. They left, 
sometimes for many years, soil in-
to which it is difficult to force 
water in dry periods. These areas 
must be identified and given* 
special treatment with hand 
hollow tining and wetting agents. 

With the return of fine grasses, I 
have seen new problems. 
Agrostis (but not Fescue or even 
Poa annua) attacked in July. It may 
be due to local hydrophobic soil 
associated with dry patch, but 
this year in particular many of us 
have had above average rainfall, 
well spaced through the year. 
Closer inspection reveals ap-
parent root damage, which may 
have originated months before. It 
is now being investigated as part 
of the new research project at the 
STRI sponsored by the R&A. I 
hope the much fuller research re-
quired to investigate the en-
vironmental requirements of the 
finer grasses will not be long 
delayed. 

Poa annua 
Of course, in the reduction of 

Poa annua, we must look closely 
at areas where it persists even 
when we have been doing the 
right thing for some years. In 
many cases, careful investigation 
proves the existence of less 
permeable soil forming a pan. 
This may or may not be due to 
compaction - it may equally be 
due to unsuitable imported soil. 
How it came about really doesn't 
matter. The important thing is to 
discover it and do something 
about it. The assessment of the 
potential of a site in terms of a 
return in Agrostis/Festuca turf is 
a skilled business. 

Other things to take a note of 
(large topics in their own right) 
are poor golfing architecture, the 
presence of shade and the 
availability of finance if remedial 
measures are required. Also fre-
q u e n t l y e n c o u n t e r e d are 
ryegrass patches from the use of 
cheap seed for repair work -
these leave a scar that is difficult 
to erase and the ideal solution is 
to re-turf. 

Yet another problem from past 
neglect is the failure to remake 
bunkers when required. Players 
knock several pounds of sand on 
to the green when playing out. If 
this is allowed to accumulate, the 
maintenance of affected turf 



becomes impossible. Layered 
sand produces a condition in-
imical to the production of deep 
rooted grasses. 

With a mixture of different 
species of bents and fescues, we 
cannot expect precisely the same 
ambunt of growth at all seasons. 
This seems to be a particular pro-
blem in spring when bents take 
on a procumbent habit. Careful 
management with light verticut-
ting and top d r e s s i n g is 
indicated. 

Undoubtedly, a season of 
drought gives the seeker of fine 
swards both the greatest oppor-
tunit ies and the g r e a t e s t 
challenges. He with the steadiest 
nerves can dry out his greens and 
get rid of the most Poa annua. But 
if he cannot keep his members 
fully in the picture, he may also 
get rid of himself! 

The effect of several weeks of 
drought is a matter of serious con-
cern. Even the most careful 
balancing act with minimum 
water will not prevent some thinn-
ing of the sward and a degree of 
reinvasion the following winter 
and spring by an increase in 
annual meadowgrass. We can 
deal with that by a continuation of 
sensible policies, cutting the Poa 
down steadily in more 'normal' 
years. The alternative, pumping 
on more than sufficient water, 
may seem less worrying, but is far 
more disastrous. 

Too many golfers have been 
brainwashed into believing that 
the lush green sward that results 
is desirable. Those who know 
better are aware that the com-
bination of hot weather with ir-
rigation will produce a massive 

overproduction of meadowgrass 
and meadowgrass roots. Fine 
grasses are thus disadvantaged 
and crowded out and we have to 
go back to square one and start 
again. This problem of dry 
weather and the over-reaction of 
golfers to it has bedevilled green-
keeping for at least a century. 

Our worst problems are those 
of attitudes. Golfers are still being 
spoonfed with arrogant nonsense 
about what they can demand 
from their golf courses. The PGA 
European Tour, for instance, is 
still trying to achieve entirely ar-
tificial conditions on which to 
play their target golf - a form of 
showbusiness with highly paid 
entertainers. 

Thrilling 
Certainly, it was thrilling view-

ing to see Fulford raped on a Sun-
day afternoon this summer, but 
there was no mention that only 
the wet ground conditions and no 
wind, plus the usual high Fulford 
standard of presentation, had 
made the game so ridiculously 
easy. There was certainly no 
mention that the year-round pur-
suit of artificial target golf can 
lead to lasting damage. 

This year, I have seen greens so 
damaged by bad management 
leading to thatch that they have 
abandoned them and con-
structed replacements. Visits 
from Japanese and Australian ad-
visors and correspondence from 
other countries has convinced 
me that we are looking not at a 
rare local problem, but one that is 
worldwide and escalating. 

Reconstruction - starting again 

- is the word most used by those 
who come from places where the 
necessary finance is readily 
available. If we make our courses 
unplayable through unwise 
treatments, who will come to our 
aid? 

Greenkeepers tell me of the 
need to 'play politics' with com-
mittees and individuals in their 
club structure. I become ever 
more convinced that the main 
danger comes from those who of-
fer us easy solutions. We should 
recognise that nature - especially 
our climate and our soil - impose 
many rules that we do not have 
the ability or the strength to 
break. It has been our belief that 
modern chemicals, machinery 
and irrigation would allow us to 
impose our will that has led to the 
w i d e s p r e a d l o s s of our 
m a r v e l l o u s B r i t i s h 
Agrostis/Festuca swards. 

I am not suggesting that we 
throw away all these aids and go 
back to nature. We could not 
keep pace with modern traffic on 
our courses. I am suggesting that 
we must use our basic scientific 
knowledge to reassess all our 
working practices and be quite 
certain that we are working with 
our climate and soil, not against 
them. 

At present, golfers are playing 
golf too frequently on courses 
that are, frankly, sub-standard. 
And watching televised golf from 
too many courses where top-class 
presentation does not really 
disguise bottom of the class 
husbandry. There are signs of a 
consumer revolt already and the 
golf course industry would do 
well to put its house in order. 

faimuia T h e L i q u i d O r g a n i c Fer t i l i ser 
Make it part of your turf management programme — from re-seeding to maintenance 

faimuia faimuia 
benefits include has been used on a wide variety of sites including 
* Thicker sward FOOTBALL GROUNDS —• Wembley, Aston Villa, Arsenal, Coventry 

n . GOLF COURSES - Birkdale, Lytham St.Annes, St.Andrews, Woburn 
* ueeper roois RACECOURSES - Ascot, Ayr, Chester, Uttoxeter * Improved germinat ion LAND RECLAMATION - Work in progress on NCB sites 

* Greater resistance to stress ALSO on cricket pitches, bowling greens, tennis courts - in fact, 
For derated information, contact your distributor or wherever grass is sown, grown and mown 

Farmura Ltd, Stone Hill, Egerton, Kent. Tel: Egerton (023376) 241 



TORO 

IF lien the excitement, the cut and 
f t thrust between winner and loser 
is over, when crowds have drifted 
away, Toro sprinklers remain - watering 
the sacred turf in their own quiet, 
efficient way. Toro, helping Green-
keepers prepare for sporting battles yet 
to come... 

Last year, Toro sprinklers watered 
the turf which staged4The Open', the 
Ryder Cup, the Hen&ssey, the U.S. 
Open, U.S. Masters - five good reasons 
why your club should consider Toro Golf 
Course irrigation. Other major Toro 
sporting occasions included 
'Wimbledon', the F.A. Cup, Royal Ascot 
and the E.B.A. Championships... 

For more information, speak to 
Peter Roberts, personally. 

TORO IRRIGATION 
LIMITED 
xjmi.fmtsrBEm 
TRADING ESTATE, 
WMMOGDtmmS 
BH24 3SD 
TEL: OÖ54 6262 

The 
growing 
force in 

grass care 

FWAIM 
AERATORS & CORE PROCESSORS 
When it comes to turf maintenance, one name is 
universally associated with the highest quality 
equipment - RYAN. 
Look at their really comprehensive range of Aerators. 
From the small Lawnaire to the tractor-towed models. 
Including the Renovaire - specially designed for 
contoured areas. Then there are the popular Greensaire 
models - acknowledged to have set the standards in golf 
course maintenance throughout the world. Look at the 
core processor attachment too. 
Quality-built through and through - that's RYAN. 
Now backed by VICTA in the UK. 

Available from Victa (UK) Limited 

Professional Rotary 
Grasscutters 
Power Turf Edgers 
Ryan Aerators 

Ryan Power Rakes 
Ryan Turf Cutters 
Petrol Cylinder Mowers 
Domestic Rotary Mowers 

Victa (UK) Limited, Rutherford Road, Daneshill West 
Basingstoke, Hants. RG24 OQY Tel: 0256 50301 Telex 858282 



World's Largest Turfgrass 

Trade Show! Feb. 1-3 • 

Over 250,000 Sq. Ft. of Exhibits • 

Nearly 300 Exhibiting Companies • 

28 GCSAA Seminars • Concurrent Educational Sessions • 

USGA Green Section Program • National Golf Foundation Workshop • 

American Society of Golf Course Architects Session • 

Sports Turf Managers Conference • 

Spouse Program 

Association of America 
1617 St. Andrews Dr., Lawrence, Ks. 66046 



News Of Nickersons 
Price Waterhouse, the receiver of 
Nickerson Turfmaster, recently 
announced the sale of the 
business. Nickerson Turfmaster is 
part of the Gainsborough-based 
Marshall Tractor Group, to which 
Price Waterhouse was appointed 
receiver late in September, and is 
the first Marshall business to be 
sold. 

The purchaser is Harlow 
Agricultural Merchants, a major 
grain and seed merchant in the 
south east with annual sales of 
over £20m. Mr Parker, the direc-
tor of HAM responsible for the 
purchase, said: "This is part of 
our expansion programme and is 
a move into a new field for us. We 
have agreed with the receivers 
that we can operate from the ex-
isting Marshall's premises for a 
few weeks while we get the 
operation underway again, but 
we are seeking permanent 
premises in Gainsborough as a 

matter of urgency. Clearly, the 
business expertise lies there and 
I am hoping to provide employ-
ment for 11 of the former 
employees of Nickerson Turf-
master, who were made redun-
dant by the r e c e i v e r in 
September and October." 

Richard Rees, for the receiver, 
said: "Nickerson Turfmaster was 
a relatively small part of the Mar-
shall's operation and can easily 
b e e x t r a c t e d f r o m t h e 
Gainsborough site. We have a 
number of interested parties in 
the sale of other parts of the Mar-
shall group and a few parties 
have expressed an interest in the 
residue of the group as a whole." 

The IOG's first-ever national 
spring exhibition at Southport's 
Victoria Park on May 13 and 14 
already looks like being a suc-
cess. Applications are being pro-
cessed and 25 companies have 
already been allocated over 

2,500sq m of exhibition stand 
space. 

Maxwell Hart has announced the 
death of Robert Maclndoe 
Stewart. He joined the company in 
Glasgow during 1924 and three 
years later moved to London 
where he launched the com-
pany's English branch. In 1944, he 
bought that operation and moved 
it to the present base at Winnersh, 
Berkshire. 

An accountant by profession, he 
served for over 20 years on the 
c o m m i t t e e of t h e Royal 
Gardeners Orphan Fund and was 
treasurer of the organisation for 
some years. He relinquished his 
chairmanship of Maxwell Hart in 
1975 and, more recently, he lived 
at L y m i n g t o n , w h e r e he 
celebrated his golden wedding 
anniversary in July. 

Mr Stewart leaves a wife, 
daughter and son Duncan, who is 
the current chairman and manag-
ing director of Maxwell Hart. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR RELIABLE 
MACHINERY MAINTENANCE? 

We offer you a personal service with high quality expert workmanship 
tailored to your needs for all professional turfcare machinery. 

FORD ™ R A R I 

u E o m s e k . 

j a c o b s e n w 

M A s s e y F E R G U S 0 N 

n i c k e r s o n ^ 

sisis 
An extensive parts stock and comprehensive workshop facilities 

allows us to work effeciently for your needs. 
If you think we can help you contact: 

Richard Knifton or Robin Noble 
FABRICATIONS AND MOWERS LTD 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
DANCERS HILL ROAD 

BENTLEY HEATH 
BARNET, HERTS EN5 4RY 

01-440 6165 
01-440 5462 

N > 



People, Places, Products 
The winner of the 1985 Young 
Groundsman of the Year competi-
tion is 19-year-old Richard Snell, 
an assistant groundsman from Ex-
mouth, Devon. The runner-up is 
18-year-old Wayne Nash, an assis-
tant groundsman in Ebbw Vale. 

Other finalists were Antonio 
Badcock, 19, Ian Davie, 20, and 
Ian Ladbrook, 19, who was 
r u n n e r - u p in las t y e a r ' s 
competition. 

The winner and his sponsor will 
a t t e n d t h e G o l f C o u r s e 
Superintendents' Association of 
America Convention in San Fran-
cisco from January 29 to February 
5 as guests of the IOG. 

This is the fifth year of the an-
nual competition organised by 
the IOG. 

Richard Snell. 

Scottish Agricultural Industries 
has announced that Richard 
Aitken (Seedsmen) of Glasgow 
will market SAI's quality turf 
seed range. The SAI "T range 
has proved itself over many 
years and the intention is to in-
troduce even higher buying 
standards in the near future. 

Changes in the Toro Irrigation UK 
dealer structure mean that Golf 
Landscapes of Brentwood and 
Irrigation & Slurry Services of 
Downton, Wiltshire have, since 
December 1, been responsible 
for all geographical areas 

P. Brimwell and D. Wall (Parkers), D. Atkins (clerk of works), K. Reader 
(Wimbledon), R. Ambrose (club secretary) and A. Grier (championship director). 

The All England Lawn Tennis Club now has a Lely Iseki TE4270 tractor 
complete with loader and backhoe. The official handing over involved 
Lely's distributor T. Parker & Sons of Worcester Park, Surrey, whose 
area rep D. Wall handed the keys to R. Ambrose, club secretary. 

previously covered by British 
Overhead Irrigation, Shepperton, 
Middlesex. 

4'We have re-organised in the 
interests of greater efficiency, 
better communications and 
regular customer liaison," Peter 
Roberts, general sales manager 
of Toro Irrigation, said. "The 
move will provide improved 
installation standards, expedite 
after-sales back-up and give 
irrigation systems specifiers the 
benefits of modern installation 
techniques". 

Golf L a n d s c a p e s , which 
already represents Toro in most 
of the London area, East Anglia 
and the southern Midlands, will 
additionally cover the remainder 
of London, parts of Kent and East 
Sussex. Irrigation & Slurry 
Services takes on the southern 
Home Counties in addition to its 
existing dealerships covering the 
south of England and the West 
Country. 

H o w a r d S w a n of G o l f 
Landscapes said: " W e are 
excited by the possibility of 
expanding the Toro operation." 
While an equally enthusiastic 
Gary Parker of ISS said: "We are 
no strangers to the London area. I 
look forward to providing even 
better service to existing and new 
Toro irrigation users." 

Three years ago, Kubota UK mov-
ed lock, stock and barrel from 
Yorkshire to Thame, Oxfordshire. 
Then, the company 's new 
premises afforded some 35,000sq 
ft, including office space. Now, 
Kubota UK has a new head-
quarters - just across the road in 
Thame. A four-acre site has 
70,000sq ft of warehousing and 
assembly plus 13,800sq ft of office 
space. Kubota has taken over the 
40-year lease to the building. 

Brian Hurtley, marketing direc-
tor, said: "Kubota compact trac-
tors were first introduced to the 
UK in 1975. Then, there were no 
loca l ly made a t tachments 
available, so European and 
American manufactured equip-
ment was imported. Today, not 
only do we commission UK 
manufacturers such as McConnel 
to make equipment to fit our trac-
tors, the market has grown suffi-
ciently large for people such as 
Wessex, Turner and Twose to 
make a success of manufacturing 
equipment to fit all makes of com-
pact tractor. 

"Using 1981 as the base when 
we shipped 1,020 units, this year I 
am confident we will ship at least 
1,200 tractor units to our dealers 
and about 400 mini-excavators. 

Continued overleaf... 



People, Places, Products 
Continued... 

Our turnover has more than 
doubled in five years from £4.9m 
in 1981 to over £1 lm this year. Just 
over 50 people give an annual 
sale per employee of £217,000." 

• 

One of the highlights on the BASF 
stand at Windsor was a 'personal 
appearance' of a giant tortoise 
called Florrie. Florrie was pro-
moting the new range of Floranid 
a m e n i t y f e r t i l i s e r s b e i n g 
marketed in the UK by BASF. She 
was also the star in a competition 
in which visitors were invited to 
guess her weight - the prize for 
the first correct answer being a 
trip to the manufacturing and 
research complex of BASF in 
West Germany. Remarkably, 
there were three correct entries -
Florrie's weight is 1201b 8oz. The 
first correct entry drawn was from 
Ian Norman of Portislade, East 
Sussex. 

Equally striking at Windsor 
were the Rigby Taylor show 
signs. But there were no prizes 
for guessing the correct combin-
ed weight of (pictured, right) 
Richard Lawrence, Richard 
Williams (Monsanto) and Keith 
Dickenson! 

David Palmer, managing director 
of Supaturf Products, received a 
plaque presented on behalf of the 
sports turf profession on the occa-
sion of Supaturf's silver jubilee by 
the IOG's national chairman 
George Lane. 

Howard Swan and the biggest golf ball of them all! 

It's that man again! Howard Swan appeared to be more than willing to 
be the subject of a photo-caption contest as he posed alongside The 
Golf Ball - a new concept in shelters for golf courses - at the recent 
IOG international exhibition. Let's just say that Howard certainly 
played the bigger ball at Windsor... 

David Palmer and George Lane. 

Whether it be construction, drainage or 

ASHWELLS ROAD 
BENTLEY, BRENTWOOD 

ESSEX CM15 9SR. 
Coxtie Green (0277) 73720 

The proven experience in the field 

irrigation 



WESSEX FARM MACHINERY SALES CO.. 
NEWMAN LANE, ALTON HAMPSHIRE 

TELEPHONE ALTON 88B48. TELEX 858755. 

Fife Regional Council — Educational Committee 

ELMWOOD COLLEGE 
CUPAR SCOTLAND 

HEAD GREENKEEPERS 
SUPERVISORY COURSE 

A one week course 3rd-7th February 1986 

GREENKEEPING CONFERENCE 
Technical and practical aspects will be covered by nationally known 
speakers. The conference should prove particularly valuable for 
Head Greenkeepers, First Assistants and all others interested in 
turf culture. 

WEDNESDAY 12th MARCH 1986 
9.30a.m. -4 .00p.m. 

For further details phone 0334 52781 

The growing 
force in 
grass care 

RYAN 
TURF CUTTERS 
When it comes to turf cutting, one name is universally associated with 
the highest quality equipment - RYAN. 

There's the heavy duty model that can cut up to 2Vz acres per day. 
Pedestrian or ride-on options and a range of other options make it 
the most cost effective turf cutter you can buy. 

Then there's the junior model. Built to do a tough job. But small enough 
to tow behind a car on its purpose-built trailer. 

RYAN Turf Cutters. Now backed by VICTA in the UK. 

Victa (UK) Limited, Rutherford Road, Daneshill West, Basingstoke, 
Hants. RG24 OQY Tel: 0256 50301 Telex 858282 

POSITION REQUIRED 
ABROAD 

Course Manager , 32 years of age , married, 
would like a similar position abroad. 16 years 

exper ience . At present in c h a r g e of top London 
Golf Club. Any country considered. 

App l y Box 112, Greenkeeper , 121-123 H igh Street, 

Dovercourt, Harwich , Essex. C012 3AP 

BALLATER GOLF CLUB 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

For this 18 Hole (6106 yards) go^ course and bowling 
green situated in beautiful Royal Deeside. No accom-
modation. Salary negotiable. 
Applications in writing stating age, qualifications 

and experience to: 
The Secretary, Ballater Golf C l ub , 

Victoria Road , Bal later, Aberdeenshire. 

DEMONSTRATION MACHINES FOR SALE 

Jacobsen Turf king 84 MK. 2 reduced to £5450 plus VAT 
Jacobsen Turfking DW 220 complete with 
60" Rotary Cutter Deck £6650 plus VAT 
Morrison Triplex 2 £2900 plus VAT 
Morrison 20" Golfmaster £470 plus VAT 
Atterton & Ellis. Express Duel Cylinder Grinder £2400 plus VAT 
F.H.I. Bottom Blade Grinder £300 plus VAT 
Easivu Shear Grinder £230 plus VAT 

OLD F O R G E ENGINEERING LTD. 53 H IGH STREET, 

INGATESTONE, ESSEX. CM4 0AX 

Immingham Golf Club require 
second hand greenkeeping 

equipment in good condition: 
Details to Immingham Golf Club 

Church Lane Immingham 
Grimsby South Humberside or 

Telephone 0469-72063 



EXPERIENCED 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

required for expanding Golf Club 

Applicants for the po&i'ion of Head Greenkeeper for 
our 18 and 9 hole courses must possess a sound know-
ledge and experience of modern turf techniques. 
A thorough practical knowledge of machinery to-
gether with the ability to manage a young hardworking 
staff is required. 

Salary negotiable. No accommodation. 

Apply in writing stating age and experience to: 

THE SECRETARY 

EDENBRIDGE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

CROUCH HOUSE ROAD, EDENBRIDGE 

KENT, TN8 5LQ. 

WEST HILL GOLF CLUB 
requires an 

ASSISTANT HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons 
with exper ience in all aspects of golf course management. 
Salary negotiable. 

Please apply in writing giving full details of age and exp-

erience to: 

THE SECRETARY, WEST HILL GOLF CLUB, 

B R O O K W O O D , SURREY GU22 OBH 

OSBORNE GOLF CLUB 
9 Hole Golf Course 

require a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Applicants should b e exper ienced in Golf Course man-
agement and machinery maintenance. Salary will b e in 
a c c o r d a n c e with exper ience and qualifications. Position 
is pensionable. 

Apply in writing stating age, experience and qualifications 

to: 

SECRETARY, OSBORNE GOLF CLUB, EAST COWES , 

ISLE OF WIGHT, PO 32 6 JX 

GOLF LANDSCAPES IRRIGATION 
require the following personnel for their expanding 
team installing TORO systems. 

INSTALLATION ENGINEERS with experience in turf 
irrigation, able to undertake both electrical and hyd-
raulic work and to operate specialist machinery. 

SALESPERSONS with horticultural or agricultural 
background who are prepared to learn about TORO 
products and the turf market, and can liaise with golf 
and sports clubs, local authorities and architects, to 
improve our market share and penetration in an area 
in East and Southern England, including London. 

Those interested should apply to: 
GOLF LANDSCAPES, ASHWELLS ROAD, BENTLEY, 

BRENTWOOD, ESSEX, CM15 9SR. 

ENCLOSfNGA CfRRfCULUM VfTEA. 

CHELMSFORD GOLF CLUB. 
ESSEX 
require a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

(from 7th April 1986) 

Applicants must be experienced in golf course man-
agement, machinery maintenance and with proven 
ability to manage staff. Membership of a green-
keeping Association an advantage. 

3 Bedroom accommodation available if required. 

Salary will be in accordance with experience and 
qualifications. 
Apply in writing stating age, experience and qualifications 
to: 

The Manager 

Chelmsford Golf C lub 

Widford Road, Chelmsford 

Essex CM2 9AP 



HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
Applications are invited from suitably 
qualified and experienced presonnel 
for the position of Head Greenkeeper. 

Remuneration includes modern accomm-
odation. 

Apply in writing to: 

THE SECRETARY 
DORE & TOTLEY GOLF CLUB LTD.. 

THE CLUB HOUSE, 
BRADWAY, 

SHEFFIELD S17 4QR 

CRIEFF GOLF CLUB LTD. 
(18 hole & 9 hole courses) 

applicants are invited for 

ASSISTANT HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be experienced in Greenkeep-
ing Techniques, the use of modern equipment, 
and automatic watering systems. No accomm-
odation. 

Written applications, with full details of qual-
ifications etc. to: 

A. H. SMITH 
SECRETARY 

CRIEFF GOLF CLUB LTD. 
CRIEFF, PERTHSHIRE, PH7 3LR. 

DUNDALK GOLF CLUB LTD 
(18 hole Parkland Course) 

invite applications for the post of 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

From persons of proven ability with suitable 
qualifications and experience in all aspects of course 

maintenance, who have a thorough knowledge of 
machinery maintenance and the ability to direct and 

motivate staff 
Salary negotiable—no accommodation 
Applicants should apply in writing, giving brief details 
of prior experience to: 

THE SECRETARY/MANAGER 
DUNDALK GOLF CLUB LTD. 

BLACKROCK 
DUNDALK, IRLAND 

Its easy to 
complain about 
advertisements. 
But which ones? 

Every week millions of advertisements 
appear in print, on posters or in the cinema. 

Most of them comply with the rules 
contained in the British Code of Advertising 
Practice. 

But some of them break the rules and 
warrant your complaints. 

If you're not sure about which ones they 
are, however, drop us a line and we'll send you 
an abridged copy of the Advertising Code. 

Then, if an advertisement bothers / 
you, you'll be justified in bothering us. 

The Advertising Standards Authority, w 
If an advertisement is wrong, were here to put it right. 
ASA Ltd, Dept 2 Brook House.Torrington Place, London W C 1 E 7HN 

This space is donated in the interests of high standards of advertising. 



Rigby Taylor Limited 
Rigby Taylor House, Garside 
Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 4AE 
Tel: (0204)389888, 

Rigby Taylor (Midlands) Limited 
Unit 9A, Warwick Industrial Estate, 
Budbrooke Road, Warwick CV34 5XH 
Tel: (0926)401444, 

Rigby Taylor (South) Limited 
Unit 7, The Riverway Estate, 
Peasmarsh, Guildford, Surrey GCI3 1LZ 
Tel: (0483)35657, 


