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Ex 35-1 to 38-20 Torah Reading - Parshat Va-Yachel
English version to be sung to the Torah tropes by Len Fellman
Latest version March 10, 2021

35:1 Now assernbled Moses [the whole congregation] of B’nei Yisraeland saji\d,
“These are the thrng5@ommanded by YHWH, for you to do them

2 For [six days] you may do your work, but on day the seventh [there will be] for you u [a holy tim\e]:

a sabbath of complete resy to YHH\iVH. Whoever [does on 1\_‘[] any WBrk\hall be put to delath.

3 Do not kindle a fire in all your habitations on the da lay of the Sabbat 7

4 Then spoke Moses\o the whole communlty B’nei Yisrael say1ng,

“Th1s is the wordqhat was commanded by YHWH as follows :
5 Take from amgng you contr1but10ns for YHWH [All those] moved in their hearts [let them bring it]—
therr donatron to YHHV:/H, gold and silvey and copper,

6 [wool of blue- V1olet] [and purple thread], and wool made of crimsony .\fine linen,\and goat’s ha1r

*According to

7 be[s1des skins from rams] [that are dyed red],@kms that are dyed ocher;",\and wood of acallc1a
Robert Alter

8 (jrl /for the lar\np, and splces/ for o1l of anomtmg, and incense that is sweet

9 [stones of onyx] and other [stones for settlng] for the Jphod and for the breastplate
10.All who are wise of heart,[among you]

is to come and to mike [all of the thmgs] that have been commanded,by YHWH.

11 [Frrst God’s dwellmg place], its tsnt.and its co\verlng, |

its clasps and its béams [and its crossbars], its po)sts and its sockets,

12The ark and its poles,, [and the ark coverjr\], andqhe tapestry that screlens it,

13:the table with its carrying poles,[and all its utensils], anthe bread of the presence.
14 [And the lampstand] [for giving l1ght] w1th its 1mplements and its lamps anthe oil for l1ght1ng,

5
15 the altar of incense [with its carrying poles Jld the o1l of anornt1ng, and the i incense arorn,a\trc

and the entrance screen,at the entrance of the tabernacle.
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35:16 [They will also make_] | the a_ltar [of burnt offering], the grating made of coppefr [that goes with izt],
its p&)les, [and all its equipmeﬂn‘z], the washstand and its base,
17 >And the hangingslfor the courtyard, its cglumns and its bises,
[and along with these], the scrsenior the gate of the colurtyard,
18 [the stakes or the pinss] [that are used for the mishkag],the stakes for the courtyard,and their roples,
19the garments finely woven,for sle_rVing in the san{o\tuary:
the clothing—[sacral vestments]| for éaron the priest,.and the clothing of his sons [ to serve as priests].
20 [Then they went out] [end aliyah]\the whole assembly B ’nei Yisrael,\from the presence of Moses.
21 [And they cime]—[every persoB] who was Qstlrred by his heart [Yes, indeed they all Came]
[those of whom] a willing sp1r1t [moved them]. [They proceeded to brmg] 4 donation to YHWH'
for the wo{rk of the te>nt of meeting and for all_l its construction, and for the sgcred Vestments.
0%2 {here came the men,[along with the women\] [all of whom] |[had in them] [willing hearts]
[ These brought with them] bracelets and earrmgs ﬁnger -rings and ornaments, all made of gold
[these from everyone] who disned [to raise up] an offering of gold,to YH|WH
23 [And every mar}] with whom [was found on hlm] [wool that is turqu01se] [purple or blue]
\or crimson wool,, fine hnen or goats hair, skms of rasms [that were dyed red]
\and skins of tanned leathep—they brought them.
24 [All those who ralsed] offerlngs of sﬂverf or copper—[these they brought with theml]
as a p(l)_rtlon for YIj\WH. [Also anyone}] [with whom}] there was found with him'
spme [wood of acaci\a] for the work of construction,—they brolught it.
25\Every woman of skill,, with her own hands did splrn
and she brought [what she had spun]—whether bluefor purple@r crimson wool ,[as well as fine hnen].
26 [And all of the women] of whom [they were moved] [within their heartsé ,
[they being 1nsp1red] with skrr]l—they spun the golat ha1r.
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35:27 [The tribal leaderls_] [brought these thing:s]: stones of la_pis lazuli [and other stonejs] for siﬁing,
for the ephod and for the breastplate.

28 [They blought the sprces] and the r(':ﬂ

[used for 11ght1ng] for 011 of an01nt1ng, and for the i 1ncense [that was sweetly scented]

29 Every man or woman who [was Wllhng] [because their heart] [so moved them]

to br1ng [for all of the work]—[that had been commanded] [by YHW&I] to perfjorm through M,o\ses—
[they did in fact brln%], [B’nei Y zsrae\{] [end a.hyah —a free gffering to YH?NH.

4 H .
30 [Then there spoke] Moses to B'nei Yisrael, “|See who was picked or{t]—
|_ .

Who was called by YHWH,, by name: Betzalgl@on of Uri, son of Chur,,©f the tribe of Juldah.

31d have filled him,with a spli_ri,t\ that is gj)\dly,

[in skillful meani],dn understanding and knowledge,, [in all types of craf‘lt],

32to dev}se [artistic designjs] [as well as to wo&k]\in gold, in silver), and in ccl)pper,

33 agrd [in the cutting of stone&] for setting, [and in the calrving] of W(:’?d’ mzbkersQf all wcl)rkmanship.
34 [The glftI of teachlng] God has put in his healrt

[both to him \and to OhohaV son of Achlsarnak@ [of the tribe of Dan]

35 God has filled them' [with wisdom of heart] [to do all kinds of work]

the work of the cutter |and of the des1gner [and of the embr01derer\] in sky blue [and purple wool]
[and Wool that is dyed] [crrmson or scarlet] [as well as fine 11ne)n] [and the work of Weaver,s\].

They can do all klnds of work and create sklllful des1gns
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36:1[They shall thus do the work]—ﬁetzalel and Oholia\>—

L - N
[those persons|‘who had by YHWH

[as well as eveLry] |mzL1n [{who is wise of heart]— :
wi>sdom and discernment [instilled in them], [so they would knlc_)w] [how to do]

all the tisks for the la_bor of the sralnrc\tuary:@l that:has been commanded,by YH|W=H. .

2 TheLn [called Moses]| for Bezalel and for Ohaliab and to every man chocham-lev (wise of héart)
to wh(gm [there had been given] [by YHW{{] wisdom in his heart,

A
all who were prompted by thelr heart\o draw near to the work ,to do it.

3 [And they took\]\ in the presence of Moses all of the contrlbutlons that had been brought

by the chlldren of Israel [for the work] of the holy sanctuary,, in order to bu11d it.

[But the people] [kept on br1ng1ng] [more and more]of their (Lfferlngs, mommg after mcl)mmg.
4 Then came all [of the wise ones] [those very ones] who were workmg on the s,a\nctuary,

one after another from the1r worky, \in which they were engaged

5 They spoke to Moses say1ng ‘More gifts are the people brlngmg

than are needed for the service [of the holy Work] as was commanded by YHWH, (o perform it.”

6 So commanded Moses [that there go out] a call [throughout the camp] proclalmmg

“No man or woman [may prepare any more] materlals as COl’ltI‘lbu_thHS for the sa\nctuary.”

Thus were stopped the peoplefrom br1ng1ng more.

7 [ The material 1ndeed] [was sufﬁcren&] [for the craftsme&] [for all of the work neLeded to blj\ild it.

[end aliyah] [ And there was some left over].

8 Made by those wise of heart\—[among those engaged] [in doing the work]—was the tabemacle

w1th [its ten tapestr1e\s] made of hnen [that is woven] blue- Vrolet and purple and wool made of cr1mson,
[w1th a pattern of cherubs] done by designers,. @hus did they make it.

9 [Now the length] of the tapestry, [each one of thcm] was e1ght and twenty cub1ts

and the wrdth four ctibits for the ta t/pestry, for each (H)\ne, the measure the same,[for all the tapestries].
I
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36:10 [Sewn togethef] were ﬁve of the tapestries each one to the ojther.

[The other ﬁve] tapestrres/ [were also Jorned] [each ons] to the other

11[And they made] some loops [of sky- blue Wool]

[putting them upon] the s1de of the cloth—[the one that 1s] [at the end] of one JOlI‘lt

The same did they do on the s1de of the crloth—the one at the énd of the Jomt—the selcond one.
12 F1fty [of these loops] [Were constructed| on tapestry number oné; and another [fifty loops]
were mad€ at the end of the tapestry that i 1s at the se\cond joint.

[
[They were oppos1te]—all of these loops—each one to the nelzxt one.

13 [There were also made] ﬁfty clasps made of gold ‘and joined were the curtains,

each gne to the next/ [with the clasp] T'hus was the mishkan,[made one Whole]
14 And they madefsheets [of goats’ hair] as a tsnt over the ta,ll\)ernacle,
¢leven such sheetsJ hey made of them.

15 [And the length] ofa sheet—[each one of them]—was thirty cub1ts
and four cub1ts was the vgdth for each of the shfe\ets the measure the same{or all elevenjsheets.

16 [And they Jo1ned]@ve of the sheets Jsreparately, and six other of the sheetsjseparately,
17 [And they made] ﬁfty [loops made of wool]

[putting them upon| the edge of the sheet—[the end on/]—[at the end of one sst]
>

and another [fifty loops] [putting them upon/] the edge of the shéet at the Snd of the selcond set.
18 [And they did make]@lasps made of copper —[ﬁfty of them],

80 as to bring the tent togethep, mak1ng it qne. a

19 They made a covering [for the tent] from the skins of rams,, dyed red

[and a coverrng] [end aliyah] ef skins made of leather,, above it.
J I
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36:20 And they made boards, for the tabernacle, out of wood of acacia, standing lllpright.

21Jen cubltgrs the length of each board

A cub1t and a half is the méasure of the w1dth@f each one b(l)ard

22 [Two pegs] [(or projecting pleces)] to a board—{for each one]

[causlng to be ahgned] each board with its nixt one. Thus they d1d to a/lthe boards of the mlzshkan
23 And they made the boards for the tabernacle twenty boards [for the south s1de] Jfacing southward
24 And forty [bases of s11ver] [they d1d construct] under the twenty boards

There were two bases’ [under a board]—each one—for 1ts two pI‘OjeCtIOIlS

[and in the same way], [another two base&] wunder the boards—all the others ,—for their two proj ections.
25 [And for the sides] [of the mishka@]—the sscond side, [the one facing] n9\rth,

[they made twer?r] boards

26(And their forty base s;made of s11ver two [of these basesﬁ under a bqard— under one bOdld]

and two such béses ljnder\ board—all the other ones

27For the rear of the tabernaclej, facing west they made Six boards

28 [Another two] boards [they did rnake] for the corners of the mfjishkan [the ones at the rearl]

29 And [they were coupled] from below Together they were coupled [at the top] by a rlng one square r;ng.

;"hus it was [for the two of them] forQhe two corners

30 There werg ellght boards and their bases made of srlver, making sixteen,such bra\ses
tvs;o [bases each] [there beln%] two bases BnderK a board—under each one.

31 They madle bars, from wood of acfa\cia

[making five\for the boards of a side of the mishkan,, [for one s1de]

32 [And another ﬁve] barséor the boards on a side of the mzshkan —/[another sidg]

[ Another five bars] for the boards of the mishkan: [the side at the rear] facing west
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36:33 They made the crossbar in the m1ddle

[this bar made to go/] 1n the m1dst of the boards [from one eng] to the other

34 [All of these boards] were [plated with gold]

and their rmgs were made out of gold as holders for the bars aand the bars were plated,with gold
35 They made a curtarn [died in blue- Vlolet] [and purple thread] wool made of scarlet,

and hnen [finely WOVGB\] the Werk [ofa master craftsmae] They wove 1nto it cherl'ubs

36 They then placed [the curtain just made] on four posts [of acacia wood] overla1d with gold
with their hojoks made of gro\ld and they cast [for them] four [bases of s1lver]

J
37 [ They then made] a screert for the entrance to the tent [died in blue- Vlolet] [and purple threae]

wool made of scarlet Jand hnen [ﬁnely_wgven] It was crafted by a weaver.
38 [They made] [its five posts] and their hooks. [They then overla1d] [the tops of the posts]

and their bjands with gg\ld.\But the bases—all five,—were of copper.

37:1 [And he made]—\Betzalel—an ark out of Wood of acaaa

Two cubits and a half [it was in its length] a cub1t and a half in Wldth,@nd a cubit and a half}in herght
2[And he overlaid 1t] with gold that was purg), | 1ns1de and ojt\1ts1de.

[He proceeded to fash1on]]for th{e ark]\a border of gold,[all around 1t]

3 [And he cast] [for the ark] four rrngs made of gold onto 1ts four fre\et

placmg [two of the r1ngs] on the wall [on one srde] and two [of the r1ngs]@n the wall,[on the second s1de].
4 And he made pole Jout of wood of arcl:\ac1a,\and overlaid them,with gold

5 He brought the poles [through the rlngs] on the srdes of the ark the poles used to carry,the ark

6 He then made an ar k cover, out of pure gold

Two cub1ts and a half in length, and a cub1t and a half)in w1dth

7 [He proceeded to malie]Qwo cherubmyout of gold

[Hammered out[ he [did make them] [from the two]@nds of the ark cover
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37:8 A cherub—[the first on>e]—[on one end] [he did make:], and a cherub—one on the other encb—

he mide [from the cover 1tsel@ \he made the cherubs, ,\at the two ends

9 And [these cherubs]| ‘had spread-out wrngs [over the ark] shreldrng with their wings [the ark cover]
[w1th tlrelr facer] each Ion.e towards its brfo\ther,

[but down towards the cover], did look\the faces of the chelrubs.

10 He then made the table from Wood of acicra

[two cublts] in length a cub1t in wrdth, and a cubit and a half)in he1ght

11.\And he overlald IJWIth gold that is pure [and he] [made for 1t]@ border of gold,, all arﬁ)\und it.

12 [He then made] [for 1t] [a rim or fram\e] ofa hgndbreath, all around,

[and he then made] [a border of gold]for the rgn all arcl)und

13 He made [for the table] four rrngs of gold He attached the rrngs to the four corners 9f@s four legs.
14 Close to the frame were then placed the rlngs They were holders/ for the poles used to carry the table
15 [He made] the poles out of wood of acac1a, and overlaid them, with gold

[They were used to carry] the table

l6[And he made] [all of the utensrls — | the ones [that go on the table] its bowls and its ladles

and its Jars [and its challces]* They offered libations,[with therrn\] *ace. to Robert Alter
[end aliyah] All were mJade of pure gold

17\He made a menoralyout of pure gold [hammered out] he made the menorah its base and its shaft
[and its goblets] {ts knobs and its ﬂower s, F'rom one piece it was made

18 And [six branches] did extend [from its s1deHs\] .

[Of these there were three |branches [of the menorah] [from the srde]—[lts one 51de]

and another three branches of the menorah [from the srde] [its other 51de|].
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37:19 ThrEe [cups that have been engraved] [with almond blossoms] [on a branch|—][on the first branch],
. —

with a ca_lyx (or knob) and petals, a_nd [another three cups] [engraved with almond blossom&]
in a branch—the next one , with a ca_lyx (knlob) and pStals.
[>The same| for all six branches that extsnd from the men(l)rah.
20 [On the menorah itself] was made four cups,
[engrgwed with almond bjlossoms]'_with ornahlental knobs and petals.
21 [And there was a decorative knob] [at the base| of one pair ofI branches [comlng from the shaft]
[another knob] under a pa1r of branches—[the next pa1r] [and one more knob]@nder a pair of branches,—
[the last palrrj] [Thus for the Six| branches extendmg [from the menoralll]
22 The knobs and their branches,[of one piece with 1|t_] [they weﬁe].
[one work, hammered mbt]\from pure gold.
23He then made the lamps,, [numbering seven]. Its tongs and its fire-pans,were also pure gold.
24 [Out of one talent] (perhaps 100 Ib. )@f pure gold , he made the menfj(\)rah [all of its utens1ls] 1ncluded
25[And he made] the altar of i 1ncenseJ, from Wood of Acﬂama a cublt [in its length]and a cub1t n w1dth
[square in shape], twé ch1ts in he1ght, [and from the same p1ecJe] —were made its h(l)rns.
26'He then overlaid it\wiLth [gold that is pure], [including its r00f] [as well s its walls]
[all around ijt] [and al/s)o its horn,s\] [And he als\o] [make for 1t]@ rim of gold,, all around
27 [And he placed two] Tings made of gold [that he made for 1t |under [the border or nm]
on two [of its s1des], on oppos1te s1des. They were hous1ngs for poles \to carry the altar,[with theml].
28 e made the carry1ng poles,of wood of acajo1a sand overla1d them,with gold
29 [And he made] the 01l for anomtmg—[the sacred 011] and the incense, aromat1 ¢yand pure—

[end aliyah] the w Jrk ofa perfumer.
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38:1 [Then he mad&] the altar for burnt offermg of wood of acacia,

L, e A
[it being five] Cubits in length and ﬁve cub1ts in w1dth—thus square; as well as three cubits,in helght

2 He made [its protrusions (or homs) on 1ts four corners [Of one piece with 1t] were its protru\smns
He then overlaid it,with copper

3 [He then mad;] all the 1mplements [for the altar] the pots and the shovels and the basms

the f(ers and the fj\re-h{older.s. [All of these 1mplement/] \he made out of ccl)pper.

4 He made for the altar a grating—the WJOI‘l( done with netting of C(H)pper;

underneath [the rin\l\ of the alteg], extending dgwn to the mlidpoint.

5 [And then he cast] [a total of fours] riélngn the four edges, of the ne_tting of cojpper,

as ho)lders for the pcl)les.

6He made the carrymg poles,from wood of acajc1a, and overla1d them,with copper

7He brought the poles [through the r1ngs] on the s1des of the altar, in order to carry it Wr,l\th them.
Hollow and of boards, did he make the altar

8 [He then did make] this: the basm of copper and eb].so the pedestal of copper

from the mirrors [of those women]—the ones who served at the ejntrance @f the tent of meletmg
9 And he buﬂt the courtyard [on the 51de | that faces [toward the south].

The hangmgs of the courtyard were of woven lrnen one hundred cubits.

10 Of their C(L)lumns there were twenty, of their bases there were twenty,, of c,o\pper,

[as well as the hooks$] [of the column&] and the1r bands made of s|11ver
’

11And for the s1de facing north, one hundred cublts their columns twenty,Qhelr bases, twenty, of copper

[as well as the hooks] [attached to the columrts] and the1r bands made of s|11ver
4
12 [Facing the sea] there were curtains, covermg fifty cub1ts their columns numbering ten

and their bases ten, [as well as the hooks] [attached to the column\s] and their ‘tﬁnds made of sillver.
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38:13 [Facing eastward] [toward the sunr1sje] it extended fifty cubrts
14 [Here there were hangmgs] of width fifteen cubits,[on one srde]

of their poles there were three of their bjases three.
_ <

15 [On the other s1de]—[the second panel|—/[on this s1de] [and that 51de] for the gate of the courtyard

[there were curtams] \Spanning fifteen, cub1ts their columns numbered three and their ba)ses three
16 [All of the curtams] [of thi, courtyard] all ar(ynd were of woven lrnen

17 The blases [for the colu=mns] [were made of copper] The hooks for the columns

and their bands were of silver, and the plating of their tops,was of sﬂ\llver.

They themselves/ were ringed with silver: all the columns in the colurtyard

- -
18 [And the screen] for the gate of the courtyard was the work of an embroiderer,

[it being made of sky- blue] [and also purple] and scarlet ancll woven lmen twenty eub1ts in length,
their helght along the w1dth ﬁve cub1ts [bemg just l1ke] the curtains of the courtyard

19 Therr columnsf were fdur and their bases four), made of copper

their hooks were of srlver The overlay [for their tops] and therr bjmds were of s1|lver

20 [All of the stakes] [for the altar] [and for the courtyard]

lend aliyah] [all around 1Jt] [were made out of coppelr].
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Len Fellman’s English readings with tropes

The purpose of this project isto translate THE SONG OF THE TORAH into English.

| work by comparing as many as ten English translations of a pasuk and creating a cantillated English sentence that sounds as much as
possible like the Hebrew. They follow the Hebrew as closely as possible, word for word and trope by trope. The English language has an amazing
flexibility, making it possible to make the English word order match that of the Hebrew quite well, allowing for some “poetic licence”, and some
willingness on the part of the listener to be “carried” by the melody more than by the English syntax. The translation needs to sound good when

chanted, but not necessarily when spoken or read.

Unlike most tranglations, these “transtropilations” are not intended to be a substitute for the Hebrew. On the contrary, they are meant to
provide a “window” into the Hebrew text and its musical expression. My ideal listener knows enough Hebrew and has enough interest to follow the
Hebrew in abilingual text while the leyner is chanting the English version, to bring the Hebrew text to life, both verbally and musically. For this
purpose | use exactly the same tropes in the English as in the Hebrew (almost always on the corresponding English word).

The texts can be used to do consecutivetrangation, i.e. leyning a phrase in Hebrew, followed by the corresponding phrase sung in English.
Some of my recordings demonstrate this. | do this frequently when leyning for groups that either know little Hebrew, or that don’t have a chumash in
front of them.

| favor literal trandlations (e.g. “cut a covenant”) to call attention to Hebrew idioms, and towards simpler (even if less accurate) words (e.g. Ex.
12:7 “beam above the door” rather than “lintel”) to be easier to follow. If my readings provoke a discussion of the Hebrew, | consider that as justification
for using less-than-idiomatic English. | try to find just the right balance between “literalness” and “listenable-ness”. A primary goal is throwing light
on the Hebrew syntax.

In order to adapt the trope symbolsto aleft-to-right language like English, | reversed the direction of the trope symbols:
N Q
mercha tipcha munach te\d r mapakh or yetiv kaﬁma or pashta geresh gershaﬁ\ m telisha katanap telishagedola
N\ J L : >

(Generally speaking the conjunctive tropes such as mercha, munach, mapakh, kadma, and telisha katana “lean toward” the words they “conjoin” to, while the
digunctive tropes such as tipcha, geresh, gershayim, and telisha gedola “lean away” from the words that follow, so as to create a sense of separation.)

The trope symbol is normally placed under the accented syllable, unlessit is apre-positive accent (telisha gedola, placed at the beginning of the word
or phrase) or a post-positive one (telisha katana or pashta, placed at the end of the word or phrase).

The Hebrew text frequently puts a makkeph (which islike a hyphen) between words in order to treat them as a single word to be chanted. |
use adifferent system for English: If an entire English phraseisto be chanted to a single trope melody, | place it between grey brackets, asin this
phrase from the Book of Lamentations:

[clingsto her skirt§]

The leyner isinvited to fit this phrase to the Eicha “rivi’i” melody in whatever way seems most natural.
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Asavariant of the “grey bracket” device, | indicate pairs of tropes by “wrapping them around” the phrase which have the combined melody:

merchaltipcha  kadmal/geresh (or: azla, etc.) mercha siluk
\Renew our days, ”She weeps bitterly> afire-offering to Gcl)d

Again, the leyner should decide on the most natural way to fit the phrase to the combined trope melody.

I put words in gray which I consider essential but which don’t strictly match the Hebrew. I also “pad” some phrases with extra words in gray
to fill out amusical phrase nicely. Different trope systems vary widely in the length of the musical phrase used, so the words in gray may or not be
used depending on the leyner’s cantillation system. In particular, the tropes telisha g’dola (), legarmeh, metigah-zakef, and pazer vary widely in the
muscial phrases used for chanting. (And please indulge me in my whimsical treatments of shalshelet.)

“Metigah-zakef”is a specia trope combination which can be recognized by a kadma and a zakef katon appearing on the same Hebrew word
(again, amakkeph makes two words into one). (There are several examplesin Genesis 18 & 19, beginning with 18:16). | indicate this by placing the
corresponding English phrasein grey brackets: p .
Take heed—take care for yourself

In some trope systems (viz. cantor Moshe Haschel in “Navigating the Bible 11”) this is given a distinctive melody—I add extra syllablesto fill out

the musical phrase (as in “take care” in this example). Haschel’s system also chants the trope munach as legarmeh more often than other systems do.
| don’t write a single word of transation without first hearing the melody of the phrase in my mind, following one of two trope systems:

The one by Portnoy and Wolff (The Art of Cantillation) or the one by Joshua R. Jacobson (Chanting the Hebrew Bible).

| transcribe the name as YHwWH (in small caps). | amost always chant this as yud-hey-vav-hey, which | have discovered fits marveloudly into
severa of the trope melodies. But of course the leyner can choose to pronounce it as “God” or “Adonai”.

Warning on the Hebrew text: The text | use for the English trope system is from Aryeh Kaplan; the Hebrew text | display is from Wikisource.
Occasionally (but rarely) a phrase will use different tropes in the two systems.

The English trandations | mostly use (besides several scholarly commentaries) are the following:

Aryeh Kaplan, “The Living Torah’ (1981) (also my source for proper names & transliterations)

Richard Elliott Friedman, “The Bible With Sources Revealed’ (2003)

Everett Fox, ‘The Five Books of Moses’ (1997)

The Stone Edition ‘Tanach’ (1996)

JPS “Hebrew-English Tanach’, (2™ Ed. 2000), along with Orlinsky, ‘Notes on the New Translation of the Torah’ (1969)
Robert Alter, ‘The Five Books of Moses’ (2004)

Commentariesin the *Anchor Bible” series

Rotherham, The Emphasized Bible (1902)

The Jerusalem Bible (1966) (also my source for topic headings)

The New King James Bible (1982)
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