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ABSTRACT

Z2EIDLER, W, 1985. Mullusc type-specimens in the South Australian
Museum. 2. Gastropoda: Conidae. Rec. S. Aust, Mus. 1H5). 6975

Type-specimens of 21 species of Conus in the South
Australian Museum are catalogued and illustrated. All
are holotypes or syntypes. Of these at least three, C.
cumingii Reeve, 1848, C mecalfei Angas, 1877 and C.
sydneyensis Sowerby, 1887 are almost certainly not types
while the status of another two, C. kermadecensis
Iredale, 1912 and C rossiferi Brazier, 1870 is in doubt.
Only 10 of the specimens are {rom Australian waters,
another 10 are from various South Pacific islands and
one is from Mauritius. Species are listed alphabetically
according to the original name of the species or variety.
In addition, four species of cones recorded as types for
which no reference can be found are listed in an
Appendix.

INTRODUCTION

Most of the indigenous Conidae collection in the
South Australian Museum (SAM) was collected, or
otherwise obtained by Sir Joseph C. Verco around the
turn of the century. However, most of the exotic species
were acquired by purchasing other people’s collections.
One of the most significant of these was the A, F.
Kenyon collection which the Museum purchased early
this century. Mrs Kenyon accumulated a considerable
collection and acquited many types, particularly of
cowries and cones. She also acquired much of the J.
W. Brazier collection which accounts for about half of
the cone types listed hiere and only threc of Brazier's
species are not represented: C. cooki Brazier, 1870 (two
syntypes in Australian Museum, Sydney), C. coxeni
Brazier, 1875 (type in Coxen collection—lost?) and C.
sophiae Brazier, 1875 (type in Australian Museum,
Sydney). Unfortunately, several of the original labels are
missing and the type status of some specimens is in
doubt, There are also a number of specimens which have
been labelled “type” but for which no reference can be
found and these are listed in the Appendix and are only
included because future workers may stumble upon a
reference to them.

The South Australian Museum holds 21 Conus
“types”™ of which three, C. cumingii Reeve, 1848, C
metcalfei Angas, 1877 and C. sydneyensis Sowerby, 1887
are almost certainly not types while the status of another

two, C. kermadecensis Jredale, 1912 and C. russiteri
Brazier, 1870 is in doubt.

The species are listed under the original name at the
time of description and in alphabetical order of species
or variety. All of the types are represented by shells only,
and only two have the operculum with them indicating
that they were alive when collected.  Measurements for
height and maximum width are given for each specimen,
as these were often inaccurate or not given in the onginal
description. Each specimen has also been photographed
(Figs. 1-3) as the types were rarely figured and
photographs of only a few have appeared in recent
publications.

The present status of cach species is, in most cases,
according to Walls (1978).

LIST OF TYPES

Conuys ketivonae var. arrowsmithensis Brazict, 1896
(Fig. la)

Proc, Linn. Soc. New South Wales 21: 346,

Holotype: SAM Reg. No. D5459. Kenyon No. 337,

Dimensions, 35.5 » 20,5 mm (Brazier gives 36 % 21

mm),

Type-locality: Arrowsmith Island, Marshall Islands;

collected by J. Brazicr, 22.ix.1872.

Present Status: Synonym ol C. distans Hwass, 1792

Remnarks: A very worn specimen with Brazier's original

label, Considered a juvenile of C disrans. Type figured

by Cotton (1945), pl. 4, Fig. 4.

Conuy harbara Brazier, 1898

(Fig. b)
Proc. Linn. Soc. New South Wales 22; 78I,
Holotype: SAM Reg. No. D6176. Kenyon Nao. 83,
Dimensions, 40.0 x 20,3 mm (Brazier gives 40 x
20 mm).
Type-locality: Solomon Islands; collected by Mrs A, F.
Kenyon, date of collection unknown,
Present Status: Synonym of C. monachus [innacus,
1758,
Remarks: A worn specimen with Brazier's original label.
Type figured by Cotton (1945), pl. 4, Fig, 2,
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FIG. 1. a. Conus kenyonae var. arrowsmithensis, holotype 35.5 x 20.5 mm (X1): b. Conus barbara, holotype 40.0 x 20.3 mm (x1): c. Conus
cuningii, 48.5 x 24.5 mm (x1): d. Conus flindersi, holotype 28.0 x 15.0 mm {(x1.5): e. Conus frostiana, holotype 18.2 X 9.5 mm (X2):
f. Conus kenyonae, holotype 42.0 x 23.5 mm (x1): g. Conus kermadecensis, ? syntype 43.0 X 23.4 mm (X1): h. Rhizoconus klemae,
46.5 x 26.0 mm (x1).

approximation to Angas’s description. Not to be a cone. It is most likely a turrid similar to Conopleura

confused with C. metcalfii Reeve, 1843. Hinds, 1844 (Cernohorsky, 1974).
Remarks: A worn specimen with Brazier’s original label.
Kenyonia pulcherrima Brazier, 1896 Not to be confused with Conus pulcherrimus Brazier,
(Fig. 2b) 1894 or Conus pulcherrimus Heilprin, 1879—a fossil.
Proc. Linn. Soc. New South Wales 21: 347. . )
Holotype: SAM Reg. No. D6181. Kenyon No. 175. Conus pulcherrimus Brazier, 1894
Dimensions, 28.0 X 9.4 mm (Brazier gives 28 X (Fig. 2¢)
10 mm). Proc. Linn. Soc. New South Wales 9(1): 187.
Type-locality: New Hebrides; collected by Mrs. A. F. Holotype: SAM Reg. No. D6172. Kenyon No. absent.
Kenyon, date of collection unknown. Dimensions, 80.0 x 27.2 mm (Brazier gives none)

Present Status: Uncertain. This is almost certainly not  Type-locality: Tanna, New Hebrides, on beach after
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FIG. 2. a. Conus metcalfei, 17.6 % 9.5 nun (X 2): b. Kenyonia pulcherrima, holotype 28.0 x 9.4 mm (x 1.5) ¢ Conus pu/cherrimus,‘holotype
80.0 % 27.2 mm (x 0.5%: d. Conus remo, lectotype 35.0 % 17.5 mm (x1): . Conus rossiterd, Tholotype 106 X 6.4 mm (x3): f. Floraconus
sanndersi, holotype 57.0 x 32.0 mun (x1): g. Floraconus singletoni, holotype 43.5 x 22.0 mm (x1): h. Conus superstes, synlype 3.3

x 1.7 mm (x10).

submarine volcanic eruption; colleeted in 1878, eollector
unknown,
Present Status: Synonym of C excelsus Sowerby, 1908,
Remarks: A worn specimen with Brazier’s original label
indicating the species and locality but not the fact that
it was Brazicr’s type. Cotton (1945) apparently ignored
the original label and did not realize that Brazicr had
given a short deseription under “Notes and exhibits”
and thus described this specimen as the unique type of
a new species, Asprella tannaensis.

Not to be confused with Kenyonia pulcherrima
Brazier, 1896 which is now considered a turrid or C
pulcherrirnus Heilprin, 1879—a fossil.

Conus remo Brazier, 1898

(Fig. 2d)
Proc. Linn. Soc. New South Wales 23: 271.
Lectotyper SAM Reg. No. DI14128. Kenyon No. 186.
Selected by Cotton (1945), p. 265, pl. 4, Fig. 9.
Dimensions, 35.0 x 17.5 mm (Cotton gives none but
Brazier gives 35 x 15%2-17 mm for the type).
Type-locality: San Remo, Port Phillip Bay, Victoria;
colleeted by Mrs A. F. Kenyon, datc of collection
unknown.
Paralectotypes: SAM Reg. No. D15948, 8 specimens with
same collection data as type.
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May, 1085

FI1G. 3. a. Conus sydneyensis, 17.0 » 9.0 mum (< 2); h. Hermes irigel, holotype 61.5 > 274 mm (X1 . Corus waterhouseue, holotype 28.5
160 mm (¥ 1.58) d. Conmus worcesteri, holotype 47.6 > 245 mam (x1).

Conus warerhouseae Brazier, 1896

(Fig. 3¢0)
Proc. Linn. Soc. New South Wales 21: 471.
Holotype: SAM Reg. No. D5786. Kenyon No.—absent.
Dimensions, 28.5 % 16.0 min (Brazier gives 30
xX 15 mm),
Type-locality: Solomon Islands; collected by Mrs. G. L.
Waterhiouse, date of collection unknown,
Present Status: Synonym of C. distans Hwass, 1792.
Remarks: Specimen with Brazier's original label. Type
figured by Cotton (1945) pl. 4, Fig. 2. Another specimen
(SAM Reg. No. D5787) with the type and marked “type
of variety” was also figured by Cotton (pl. 4, Fig. 7).
This specimen, from Mauritius, was introduced as a new
varicty by Kenyon (1906) who gave a bricl description
but it was not given a name as it was considered to be
a juvenile of C distans.

Conus (Chelyconus) worcesreri Brazier, 1891
(Fig. 3d)

Proc. Linn. Soc, New South Wales 6: 276, pl. 19, Fig, 4.
Holotype: SAM Reg. No. D6178. Kenyon No. 155,
Dimensions, 47.6 % 24.5 mm (Brazier gives 48 x 25
mm).

Type-locality: Island of Mauritius; colleeted by Mr
Robiilard, date of collection unknown.

Present Status: Synonym of C /uagus Linnaeus, 1758,
Remarks: The original label by Brazier is missing but
there is little doubt that this is the type. The specimen
was collected live as the operculum is present. Type
figured by Cotton (1945), pl. 4, Fig. 1.
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APPENDIX
Specimens labelled or registered as “type” for which
no reference can be found.

Conus noumeensis Brazier, SAM Reg. No. D5729.
Kenyon No. 69. (68.5 x 39.5 mm).

Locality: Anse Vata, Noumea, New Caldonia.
Remarks: Specimen with Brazier’s label marked “Type
specimen”, Cotton refers to this specimen and says that

itis C. chenui Crosse, 1857 and has nothing to do with
C. suffusus var. Noumeensis Crosse, 1872 which is a
synonym of C. marmoreus Linnaeus, 1758.

Conus pilcheri Brazier, SAM Reg. No. D6171. Kenyon
No. 247 (22.3 x 14.0 mm).

Remarks: Specimen with Brazier’s label marked “Type
specimen” but no locality data. It is very similar to C.
cyanostoma A. Adams, 1854.

Conus sydneyensis var. sowerbyi Kenyon, SAM Reg. No.
D6184. Kenyon No. 192 (27.0 X 15.5 mm).
Locality: Port Stephens, New South Wales.
Remarks: Specimen with Kenyon’s label marked “type”.
Another specimen with a similar label but not marked
“type” is also in the collection. The specimens seem to
be juvenile C. purpurascens Sowerby, 1933.

Conus wisemani Brazier, SAM Reg. No. D6179. Kenyon
No. 199. (28.2 X 17.3 mm).

Locality: Low Island, Trinity Bay, north Queensland.
Remarks: Specimen with Brazier’s label but not marked
“type” vet registered as a type in Museum register. It
seems to be a white form of C. suturatus Reeve, 1844.



