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descubrio una especie nueva para la ciencia, Stylogyne pucuroensis Ricketson & Pipoly. Se describe,

como registro para Mesoamerica como resultado del estudio.

Stylogyne pucuroensis Ricketson & Pipoly, sp. nov. (Fig. l). Type. PANAMA.Darien:

village of Tacarcuna, ca. 18 kmE of Pucuro, 077* 16' W, 08* 05 N, 600-800 m, 24 Oct 1987 (fr),

B. Hammel, G. de Nevers, H. Cuadros & H. Herrera 16469 (holotype: MO; ISOTYPES: FTG, LL,

PMA).

aff inis, sed ab ea laminis ellipticis (non oblongis), petiolis marginatis (non canaliculatis) sepalis ovatis

vel oblongis (non subdeltatis vel deltatis) 1.3-1.5 (nee 1.6-2.0) mmlongis atro- (nee pellucido-)

punctatis, denique fructu stylo persistente (non caduco) perfacile recognoscitur

Shrubs to 3.5 mtall. Branchlets slender, terete, 1-3 mmin diam., glabrous. Lea\es:

with blades membranous, elliptic, 8.8-14.6 cm long, 2.8-5.6 cm wide, apically

acuminate, with an acumen 1-1.6 cm long, basally acute, decurrent on the peti-

ole, conspicuously and prominently punctate and punctate-lineate, glabrous,

the midrib impressed above, prominently raised below, the secondary veins 37-

47 pairs, inconspicuous above and below, the margins entire, flat; petioles slen-

der, marginate, 0.5-1 cm long, glabrous. Inflorescences lateral, appearing pan-

iculate, 3-5-racemose branches from a common fascicle, 0.5-1 cm long, 1-1.5

cm wide, shorter than the leaves, the rachis glabrous, the branches 3-7-f low-

ered racemes; peduncles nearly obsolete, glabrous; inflorescence bracts un-

known; floral bracts persistent, chartaceous, ovate, 0.5-0.6 mmlong, 0.5-0.8 mm
wide, apically acute, prominently punctate and punctate-lineate, glabrous, the

veins inconspicuous, the margins entire; pedicels slender, terete, 2.3-3.2 mmlong,





prominently punctate and punctate-lineate, glabrous. Flowers 5-merous; calyx

membranous, the sepals ovate to oblong, 1.3-1.5 mmlong, 0.7-0.9 mmwide,

apically acute, prominently punctate and punctate-lineate, glabrous, the mar-

gins entire; corolla, stamens and pistil unknown. Fruits red, globose, 4.5-5.3 mm
in diam., conspicuously and prominently punctate and punctate-lineate, gla-

brous, conspicuously costate, the style base persistent.

Distribution.— Known only from the type collection in the Parque Nacio-

nal del Darien, adjacent to the lower slopes of Cerro Tacarcuna, in Darien,

Panama, growing between 600-800 melevation.

Ecology and conservation status— Stylogyne pucuroensis occurs in

premontane pluvial forest. Because it occurs in a remote area of the Darien near

the Panama-Colombia border and within the National park, this species should

not be considered threatened at this time.

Etymology— The specific epithet comes from its locality, near the Rio

Because of its lateral inflorescences equal to the petioles and 5-merous flow-

ers, Stylogyne pucuroensis is most closely related to S. ardisioides. However, 5.

pucuroensis has elhptic (not oblong) leaf blades, marginate (not canaliculate)

petioles, ovate to oblong (not subdeltate to deltate) sepals 1.3-1.5 (not 1.6-2) mm
long with black (not pellucid) punctations. Finally in S. pucuroensis the persis-

tent (not caducous) style on the fruit permit easy recognition.

In our previous paper (Ricketson & Pipoly 1997) this collection was con^

fused with Stylogyne glomeruliflora Cuatrec, a species from the Choco Floris-

tic Province. However, further studies of the genus Stylogyne have shown that S.

glomeruliflora is a member of a small group of taxa with 4-merous flowers,

while 5. pucuroensis has a 5-merous flower Although the small lateral inflo-

rescences are similar, a number of taxa possess this character, including S.

darienensis, which has much longer, racemose branches. Stylogyne

glomeruliflora should not be considered a member of either the Panamanian

or Mesoamerican floras. We therefore provide a revised key to the species of

Stylogyne in Mesoamerica.

KEY TO MESOAMERICANSPECIES OF STYLOGYNE

_ Stylogyne



_Stylogyne turbacensis

nidal-paniculate, mostly terminal, or oc-

lateral inflorescences Stylogyne turbacensis
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