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Abstract.—Fifty-one genera and 50 species of Encyrtidae are recorded from Cuba, including 21
genera and 17 species new to Cuba. Two species, Copidosoma cubense Lopez and Forcipestricis
yrinae Lopez, are described as new. Holcencyrtus gordhi (Trjapitzin and Trjapitzin) is a new

combination from Coelaspidia Timberlake.

The chalcidoid family Encyrtidae in-
cludes mainly primary endoparasitoids or
hyperparasitoids of other arthropods,
with a few species having been recorded
as predators of eggs of Coccidae (Noyes et
al. 1997). Many examples of successful bi-
ological control programs using encyrtids
are known (Dean et al. 1979, van den
Bosch et al. 1982, Noyes and Hayat 1994).

Despite the undoubted importance of
Encyrtidae in biological pest control, very
little information has been published on
this group in Cuba. Alayo and Hernandez
(1978) summarize previous contributions
to the study chalcidoids and list 20 genera
of Encyrtidae as occurring in Cuba. Re-
cords of a few additional species were
added later by Hernandez and Ceballos
(1993), Hernandez et al. (1993a, 1993b)
and Ceballos and Hernandez (1995). A
brief account of Cuban Encyrtidae was
also provided by Trjapitzin and Sitdikov
(1993) who also described a species from
Cuba as new to science (Encyrtus kerzlieri
Trjapitzin and Sitdikov).

Other than these works, all genera re-
corded from Cuba are included in a key
to the Neotropical genera of Encyrtidae
compiled by Noyes (1980). Further useful
information on the family, including dis-
tribution and host relationships can be
found in Tachikawa (1963, 1970), De San-

tis (1964), Noyes and Hayat (1984), Noyes
(1988) and Noyes and Hanson (1996).

The purpose of this study is to add to
the work of Alayo and Hernandez by pro-
viding additional records of Encyrtidae of
Cuba based on recent publications as well
as collections made by Drs. Lubomir Mas-
ner and Stuart Peck (1995-1996) in Santi-
ago de Cuba, and more recently by myself
from various parts of the country.

Abbreviations for depositories: CNCI
(Canadian National Collection of insects,
Canada, Ottawa); BMNH (The Natural
History Museum, London, England, UK);
CENSA (National Centre of Animal and
Plant Health, La Habana, Cuba).

The records listed below take the fol-
lowing format: encyrtid taxon: locality in
Cuba, published reference or depository
for material; host, reference if published
record.

LIST OF ENCYRTIDAE OF CUBA
(*indicates new record)

*Acerophagus sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Jar-
din Botdnico), BMNH; parasitoid of
Pseudococcidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes
1980).

Adelencyrtus sp.—Cienfuegos, Alayo and
Hernandez (1978); parasitoid of Diaspi-
didae (Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

*Adelencyrtus  moderatus (Howard).—San-
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tiago de Cuba (Jardin Botanico, Caney)
(det. J. S. Noyes), BMNH; parasitoid of
Diaspididae (Hemiptera): Aspidiella sac-
chari (Hall 1988), Aspidiotus glomeratiis
(Noyes and Hayat 1994), Aulacaspis tak-
arai, Aulacaspis tegalensis, Duplachionaspis
phragmitis (Trjapitzin 1989).

*Adelencyrtus odonaspidis Fullaway.—San-
tiago de Cuba (Jardin Botanico) (det. J.
S. Noyes), BMNH; parasitoid Odonaspis
ruthae (Hemiptera: Diaspididae) (Noyes
and Hayat 1994), Duplachionaspis sainsev-
ierine (Hemiptera: Diaspididae) (Trjapit-
zin 1989) and also recorded doubtfully
as a parasitoid of Antonina graminis (He-
miptera: Pseudococcidae) (De Santis
1979).

*Aenasins caerilens Brues.—Santiago de
Cuba (Jardin Botanico) (det. J. S. Noyes),
BMNH.

Aenasius  lucidus  (Kerrich)—Rio Cauto,
Kerrich (1967), De Santis (1979); parasit-
oid of Phenacoccus solani (De Santis 1979,
Noyes and Hayat 1994), and other Pseu-
dococcidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

Aeptencyrtus bruchi De Santis—La Ha-
bana, Guanabo, Trjapitzin (1999), San-
tiago de Cuba (Jardin Botanico), BMNH,;
parasitoid of Autonina graminis and Sac-
charicoccus sacchari (Hemiptera: Pseu-
dococcidae) (De Santis 1983, Noyes and
Hayat 1994).

Ameronyzobia  bulyginskayae Trjapitzin—
[locality unknown], Trjapitzin (1971).
*Anagyrus fusciventris (Girault).—Santiago
de Cuba (Jardin Botdnico) (det. J. S.
Noyes), BMNH; mainly a parasitoid of
Pseudococcus longispinus (Hemiptera:
Pseudococcidae), but also recorded
from Maconellicoccus hirsutis, Pseudococ-
cus calceolariae, P. montanus, P. qallicola
and Ripersia palmarum (Hemiptera:
Pseudococcidae) (Noyes and Hayat

1994).

Anagyrus saccharicola Timberlake.—[local-
ity unknown], Herndndez et al. (1993a);
parasitoid of Saccharicoccus sacchari (De
Santis 1979, Herndandez and Ceballos
1993a, Noyes and Hayat 1994), Kirit-
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sheukella sacchari (Hemiptera: Pseudo-
coccidae) (Herting 1972, Noyes and
Hayat 1994), Pseudococcus spp. (Hemip-
tera: Pseudococcidae) (Noyes and Hayat
1994).

*Aunicetis annulatus Timberlake.—Santiago
de Cuba (Jardin Botanico) (det. J. S.
Noyes), BMNH; recorded as a parasit-
oid of various soft scale (Hemiptera:
Coccidae) (Thompson 1954, Peck 1963,
Herting 1972, Trjapitzin 1989, Noyes
and Hayat 1994).

Aphycus sp.—[locality unknown]|, Alayo
and Hernandez (1978); parasitoid of
Pseudococcidae and Coccidae (Hemip-
tera) (Thomson 1954, Herting 1972,
Noyes and Hayat 1994).

*Apsilophrys sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Jardin
Botanico), BMNH; polyembryonic par-
asitoid of caterpillars of Gelechiidae
(Lepidoptera) (Noyes 1980).

*Arhopoidiella sp.—Santiago de Cuba
(Gran Piedra), BMNH.

*Blepyrus insularis (Cameron).—Santiago
de Cuba (Jardin Botdnico) (det. J. S.
Noyes), BMNH; a parasitoid of Ferrisia
virgata and some other mealybugs (He-
miptera: Pseudococcidae) (De Santis
1979, Noyes and Hayat 1994).

*Bothriocraera sp.—La Habana (San José de
las Lajas); ex Pscudococcus longispiiis
Maskell (det. M.A. Martinez), CENSA;
parasitoid of various Pseudococcidae
(Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

Carabunia myersi Waterston.—[locality un-
known], Waterston (1928); a parasitoid
of Cercopidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980)
and record from Clastoptera flavidorsa
(De Santis 1979); Clastoptera globosa (De
Santis 1989); Clastoptera undulata (Hert-
ing 1972, De Santis 1979); Epicranion sp.
(De Santis 1979).

*Cerchysiella insularis (Howard).—Santiago
de Cuba (Gran Piedra) (det. J. S. Noyes)
BMNH; parasitoid of Carpophilus hen-
ipterus (Coleoptera: Nitidulidae) (Noyes
and Hayat 1994), Lobiopa insularis (Co-
leoptera: Nitidulidae) (De Santis 1983).

*Cerchysiella scutellatn Howard.—Santiago
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de Cuba (Gran Piedra, Jardin Botanico,
Caney) (det. J. S. Noyes), BMNH; para-
sitoid of Carpophilus lemipterus (Cole-
optera: Nitidulidae) (Noyes and Hayat
1994) and Stelidota geminata (Coleoptera:
Nitidulidae) (LaSalle and Gordh 1985).

Cheilonenrus praenitens Waterston.—San
José and Santiago de las Vegas, Ceballos
and Herndandez (1995); secondary para-
sitoid of Coccuts liesperidum (Hemiptera:
Coccidae) (Kochetova and Guryanova
1976).

Cheiloneurus pulvinariae Dozier.—{locality
unknown|, De Santis 1979; secondary
parasitoid of various soft scales and
margarodids (Hemiptera: Coccidae and
Margarodidae) (Peck 1963, Herting
1972, De Santis 1979, Hall 1988).

*Chrysoplatycerus sp.—Santiago de Cuba
(Caney), BMNH; parasitoid of Pseudo-
coccidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

*Coccidencyrtus sp.—Santiago de Cuba
(Jardin Botdnico), BMNH; parasitoid of
Diaspididae (Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

Coccidoctoitus dubius Girault.—[locality un-
known], Trjapitzin and Sitdikov (1993);
parasitoid of Saissetin oleae (Hemiptera:
Coccidae) (Noyes and Hayat 1994).

Coccidoxenoides peregrinus (Timberlake).—
flocality unknown], Herndndez et al.
(1993b), parasitoid of Pseudococcoidea
(Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

Comperia merceti (Compere).—J[locality un-
known], De Santis (1979); parasitoid of
Blattella germanica (Dictyoptera: Blattel-
lidae) (De Santis 1979); Periplaneta amer-
icana (Dictyoptera: Blattidae) (Hagen-
buch et al. 1988); Supella longipalpa (Dic-
tyoptera: Blattellidae) (De Santis 1979);
Supella supellectilium (Dictyoptera: Blat-
tellidae) (Herting 1971).

*Copidosoma cubense sp. nov. [description
below].—Santiago de Cuba (Caney,
Gran Piedra, Ires Arroyos); host un-
known.

*Copidosoma floridanm (Ashmead).—San-
tiago de Cuba (Caney, lres Arroyo,
Gran Piedra) (det. ]J. S. Noyes), BMNH;
mainly polyembryonic parasitids of cat-
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erpillars of Plusiinae (Lepidoptera: Noc-
tuidae) (Noyes 1988a, 1988b), (see also
De Santis 1967, Herting 1976, Hayat
1986, Trjapitzin 1989, Noyes and Hayat
1994).

Copidosoma truncatellum (Dalman).—[local-
ity unknown], De Santis (1979); a para-
sitoid of caterpillars of Amphipyrinae
(Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) and Hepiali-
dae (Lepidoptera), and probably erro-
neously recorded from caterpillars of
Plusiinae (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae)
(Noyes 1988b) (see also Thompson 1954,
Peck 1963, Herting 1976, De Santis 1979,
Noyes 1980, Trjapitzin 1989). The record
from Cuba is probably a misidentifica-
tion of Copidosoma floridanun (see Noyes
1988b).

*Copidosomopsis sp.—Santiago de Cuba
(Jardin Botanico, Gran Piedra); poly-
embryonic parasitoid of Pyralidae and
Tortricidae (Lepidoptera) (Lepidoptera)
(Noyes 1980).

Diversinervus elegans Silvestri.—[locality
unknown], De Santis (1983); parasitoid
of wvarious Coccidae (Hemiptera)
(Thompson 1954, Herting 1972, Trjapit-
zin 1989).

Encyrtus infelix. Embleton.—[locality un-
known], Thompson (1954); recorded as
a parasitoid of soft scale (Hemiptera:
Coccidae), most notably Coccuis lesperi-
dum and Saissetia spp. (Thompson 1954,
Peck 1963, Prinsloo 1991, Blumberg and
Goldenburg 1992).

Encyrtus kerzhieri Trjapitzin and Sitdi-
kov.—La Habana, Caimito, Trjapitzin
and Sitdikov (1993).

*Exoristobia sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Jardin
Botéanico, Caney, Ires Arroyos), BMNH;
parasitoid of Syrphidae and Tachinidae
(Diptera) (Noyes 1980).

*Forcipestricis yrimae sp. nov. [description
below].—Santiago de Cuba (Jardin Bo-
tanico, Caney, Gran Piedra, Ires Ar-
royos); host unknown.

Gahaniella saissetine Timberlake.—[locality
unknown], Thompson (1954); secondary
parasitoid of Coccidae and Pseudococ-
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cidae (Hemiptera) via other Encyrtidae
(Noyes 1980).

*Helegonatopus pseudophanes Perkins.—
Santiago de Cuba (Gran Piedra) (det. ].
S. Noyes), BMNH; in general hyperpar-
asitoid of Dryinidae (Hymenoptera)
parasitizing Auchenorrhyncha (Hemip-
tera) (Noyes 1980).

Holcencyrtus gordhi (Coclaspidia) (Trjapitzin
and Trjapitzin), comb. nov.—La Ha-
bana, Guanabo, Trjapitzin and Trjapit-
zin (1995).

Homalopoda cristata Howard.—[locality un-
known], De Santis and Fidalgo (1994);
parasitoid of Aspidiotis secretiis (Hemip-
tera: Diaspididae) (Thompson 1954);
Ceroplastes gigantens (Hemiptera: Cocci-
dae) (Herting 1972, De Santis 1983).

Homalotylus terminalis Say.—[locality un-
known], Peck (1963); a parasitoid of the
larvae of Coccinellidae and Chrysome-
lidae (Coleoptera) (Thompson 1954,
Peck 1963, De Santis 1979, Noyes 1980).

Isodromus iceryae Howard.—[locality un-
known], De Santis (1979); parasitoid of
larvae of Chrysopidae and Hemerobi-
idae (Neuroptera) (Peck 1963, Herting
1978 and Noyes 1980).

Ixodiphagus hookeri (Howard).—[locality
unknown], (Peck 1963); a parasitoid of
ticks (Acarina: Ixodidae) (Peck 1963,
Herting 1971, De Santis 1979 and Trja-
pitzin 1989).

Leptomastidea abnormis (Girault).—[locality
unknown|, Herndndez and Ceballos
(1993); parasitoid of Pseudococcidae
(Hemiptera) (Herting 1972, Noyes 1980
and Noyes and Hayat 1994).

Leptomastix  dactylopii Howard.—[locality
unknown], Herndndez and Ceballos
(1993); parasitoid of Pseudococcidae
(Hemiptera) (Peck 1963, Herting 1972,
Noyes 1980, Trjapitzin 1989 and Noyes
and Hayat 1994).

*Lirencyrtus sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Jardin
Boténico), BMNH.

Metaphycus  helvolis - Compere.—[locality
unknown], Trjapitzin (1989); parasitoid
of Coccidae, Diaspididae, Lacciferidae,
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and Eriococcidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes
1980).

Metaphycus portoricensis (Dossier).—[local-
ity unknown], De Santis (1979); parasit-
oid of Asterolecaniunt pustulans (Hemip-
tera: Asterolecaniidae) (De Santis 1979).

Metaphycus stanleyi Compere.—[locality
unknown], Ceballos and Herndandez
(1992); parasitoid of Coccidae (Hemip-
tera) (Ceballos and Herndandez 1992).

Microterys nietueri (Motschulsky).—[local-
ity unknown], Ceballos and Herndandez
(1991); parasitoid of various Homoptera
(Trjapitzin 1989, Noyes and Hayat
1994), parasitoid of Coccus lesperidiiim
and Ceroplastes floridensis (Hemiptera:
Coccidae) (Ceballos and Hernandez
1991).

*Neococcidencyrtus cronzelae De Santis.—
Santiago de Cuba (Caney) (det. J. S.
Noyes), BMNH; parasitoid of Diaspis
cchinocacti (Hemiptera: Diaspididae) (De
Santis and Fidalgo 1994); Hemiberlesia
rapax (Hemiptera: Diaspididae) (De San-
tis 1967).

*Qocucyrtus  calpodicis Noyes.—Santiago
de Cuba (Jardin Botanico) (det. J. S.
Noyes), BMNH; parasitoid of eggs of
Calpodes cthlius (Lepidoptera: Hesperi-
idae) (Noyes and Hayat 1994).

*Ooencyrtus latiscapus Gahan.—Santiago
de Cuba (Gran Piedra) (det. ]. S. Noyes),
BMNH; parasitoid of eggs of Hemiceras
rava (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae) (De
Santis 1979).

Ooencyrtiis  sibnietalliciis (Howard).—[lo-
cality unknown], De Santis (1979); par-
asitoid of eggs of various Heteroptera
(Hemiptera) (De Santis 1979, De Santis
1983, De Santis and Fidalgo 1994).

*Qoencyrtus syrphidis Noyes.—Santiago de
Cuba (Gran Piedra, Ires Arroyo, Jardin
Botanico, Caney) (det. J. S. Noyes),
BMNH; parasitoid of larvae of Salpin-
gogaster nigra (Diptera: Syrphidae) (De
Santis and Fidalgo 1994).

*Parablatticida sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Ca-
ney, Gran Piedra, Ires Arroyos), BMNH.

Plagiomerus cyanens (Ashmead).—[locality
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unknown], Bruner (1929); parasitoid of
Diaspididae (Hemiptera) (De Santis
1979 and Noyes 1980).

*Prochilonenrus sp.—Pinar del Rio, CEN-
SA; secondary parasitoid of Pseudococ-
cidae and Coccidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes
1998).

Pseudapliycus angustifrons Gahan.—[locali-
ty unknown], Gahan (1946); parasitoid
of Dysmicoccus brevipes (Hemiptera:
Pseudococcidae) (De Santis 1979).

*Pseudectroma sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Ires
Arroyos), BMNH; parasitoid of Pseu-
dococcidae (Hemiptera) (Noyes 1980).

Pseudhomalopoda  prima Girault.—[locality
unknown], De Santis (1979); parasitoid
of various Diaspididae (Hemiptera)
(Thompson 1954, Peck 1963, Herting
1972, De Santis 1979 and Noyes and
Hayat 1994).

Psyllacphagus trioziphaqus (Howard).—Ar-
temisa, Noyes and Hanson (1996); par-
asitoid of Trioza diospyri (Ashmead) and
Mastigmas ernsti (Hemiptera: Triozidae)
(Noyes and Hanson 1996).

Psyllacphagus yaseeni Noyes.—Soroa,
Noyes (1990); parasitoid of Heteropsylla
cubana (Hemiptera: Psyllidae) (Noyes
and Hanson 1996).

*Rhytidothorax sp.—Santiago de Cuba (Jar-
din Botanico, Caney, Gran Piedra, Ires
Arroyos), BMNH.

*Syrphophagus aphidivorus (Mayr).—Santi-
ago de Cuba (Jardin Botanico) (det. J. S.
Noyes); BMNH; secondary parasitoid of
Aphididae (Hemiptera) (Thompson
1954, Peck 1963, Herting 1972, Hayat
1986 and Trjapitzin 1989).

*Tachinaephagus sp.—Santiago de Cuba
(Jardin Botanico), BMNH; parasitoid of
Diptera (Thompson 1954).

Trichomasthus portoricensis (Crawford).—
[locality unknown], Thompson (1954);
parasitoid of Asterolecanium (Hemiptera:
Asterolecaniidae) (Noyes and Hayat
1994), Ceroplastes cistuiliformis, Saissetia
oleae (Hemiptera: Coccidae) (De Santis
1979), Parasaissetia nigra (Hemiptera:
Coccidae) (De Santis and Fidalgo 1994).
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DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW SPECIES

Copidosoma cubense Lopez, sp. nov.
(Figs. 1-5)

Female (critical point dried holotype, on
card).—Length 1.16 mm. Head black
bright metallic purple, antenna brown
with apical sensory area yellow, mesoso-
ma black with mesoscutum bright metallic
green, axillae, sides of mesosoma and base
of scutellum concolorous with head, apex
of scutellum metallic green, wings hyaline
with venation brown and a small brown
area on forewing below marginal vein,
legs concolorous with base of gaster, ex-
cept for hind legs yellow, with one quarter
of femur and dorsum of tibia brown, api-
cal tarsomere brown. Gaster orange, dor-
sum from cerci to apex and ventrally at
apex dark brown. Head: More or less len-
ticular in lateral view, more than twice as
long as deep, shiny with polygonally re-
ticulate sculture with some inconspis-
cuous setae on frontovertex, compound
eyes almost naked, nearly touching occip-
ital margin, antennal scrobes shallow, to-
rulus more than 2X as high as wide, an-
tennal scape 6X as long as broad (Fig. 1),
sparsely setose with more or less longitu-
dinally striate sculpture, pedicel with sim-
ilar sculpture as scape and about as long
as funicular segments 1-3, is more than
twice as long as broad, all funicle seg-
ments not longer than broad, clava entire,
a little longer than funicle, apex of clava
obliquely truncate, truncation consider-
ably exceeds half length of clava, clava
about 1.2X as long as truncation. Mandi-
ble tridentate (Fig. 2). Relative measure-
ments: head width 40, head length 38,
minimum frontovertex width 18, POL
(post ocellar line) 12, OOL (ocellar-ocular
line) 2, OCL (ocellar-occipital line) 0, OD
(ocellar diameter) 3, eye length 22, eye
width 19, malar space 16, scape length 24,
maximum scape width 4. Mesosoma: Me-
soscutum shiny, with polygonally reticu-
late sculpture like that of head but of larg-
er mesh size and with longer setae. Scu-
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Figs. 1-5.
Ovipositor.

tellum convex with longitudinally striate
sculpture, its apex shiny and almost
smooth but with very shallow polygonally
reticulate sculpture (Fig. 3). Forewing
2.3X as long as broad (Fig. 4), linea calva
not interrupted, postmarginal vein shorter
than marginal, stigmal vein longer than
postmarginal. Propodeum without sculp-
ture. Relative measurements: forewing
length 99, forewing width 42, hind wing
length 66, hind wing width 18. Gaster:
Shiny with apex setose, hypopygium
reaching about % along gaster, ovipositor
not exserted (Fig. 5). Relative measure-
ments: midtibia length 99, ovipositor
length 70, gonostylus length 30.

Male.—Unknown.

Variation.—Length 1.0-1.21 mm. Speci-

Copidosoma cubense sp. nov. 9. 1, Antenna. 2, Mandible. 3, Scutellum. 4, Base of forewing. 5,

mens vary in the extent of the dark color
at the apex of the gaster and also in the
extent of the brown area on the hind tibia.

Material examined. —HOLOTYPE 2:
CUBA: Santiago, Gran Piedra, 1100 m, Is-
abelica, Mateo Station, 4-17.xii.1996, L.
Masner. PARATYPES: 6 @, same data as
holotype. Holotype in CNC, paratypes in
BMNH, CENSA.

Comments.—Copidosoma is a very large
cosmopolitan genus, containing more than
150 described species. Copidosoma cubense
can be separated from the other species by
the combination of the color of the gaster
and sculpture of scutellum. In cubense the
gaster is mainly orange and the sculpture
of the scutellum is longitudinally striate.
This combination does not occur in any of
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the described species. Only very few spe-
cies of Copidosoma have longitudinally stri-
ate sculpture on the scutellum and in all
these the gaster is entirely dark and me-
tallic, e.g. wvaricornis and related species
(Paralitomastix s. 1.).

Forcipestricis yrimae Lépez, sp. nov.
(Figs. 6-13)

Female (critical point dried holotype on
card).—Length 1.05 mm. Head dark
brown, antenna with scape pale orange,
funicle and clava brown, mesosoma dark
brown, wings hyaline, with small brown
area below marginal vein of forewing, ve-
nation of forewing brown, legs of same
color as scape, metatibia with some brown
area at apex, gaster dark orange with apex
brown in dorsal view, in ventral view pale
orange with base nearly yellow. Head:
Subtriangular in lateral view, about 3.1X
as broad as frontovertex which is smooth
and shiny, without sculpture, setae on
frontovertex dark brown, compound eyes
setose, setae pale, ocelli forming an acute
triangle. Scrobes well-defined and U-
shaped. Torulus two times as high as
wide. Posterior ocellus nearly touching
compound eye. Antenna (Fig. 6) with
scape 3.5X as long as broad, sparsely se-
tose and about the same length as funicle,
funicular segments wider than long, clava
the same length as F2-F6, apex of clava
obliquely truncate, truncation a little more
than half length of clava, F1 almost anel-
liform, F2-6 gradually increasing in size,
F6 2X as wide as F2. Mandible bidentate
with two acute teeth (Fig. 7). Relative mea-
surements: head width 37, head length 35,
minimum frontovertex width 11, POL
(post ocellar line) 5, OOL (ocellar-ocular
line) 1, OCL (ocellar-occipital line) 2, OD
(ocellar diameter) 3, eye length 23, eye
width 19, malar space 14, scape length 15,
maximum scape width 4. Mesosoina: Scu-
tellum (Fig. 8) nearly completely smooth
and shiny but with some shallow sculp-
ture between pits, which form two small
parallel submedian bands, two very long
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setae, each inserted at end of each group
of pits and two more long setae inserted
at apex of scutellum. Forewing (Fig. 9)
about 2.3X as long as broad, marginal
vein longer than broad, postmarginal vein
shorter than marginal, and stigmal vein a
little shorter than postmarginal; linca cal-
va narrow and not interrupted. Propo-
deum very short and smooth without me-
dian sculpture. Relative measurements:
forewing length 92, forewing width 42,
hind wing length 60, hind wing width 17.
Gaster: Mostly smooth and shiny with
apex setose, ovipositor (Fig. 10) not ex-
serted. Relative measurements: (slide-
mounted paratype): midtibia length 74,
ovipositor length 55, gonostylus length 30.

Male (card mounted paratype).—Length
0.84-0.97 mm. Similar to female except for
structure of antenna (Fig. 11), color of gas-
ter, and genitalia (Fig. 12). Mandible and
scutellum (Fig. 13) similar. Gaster brown
in dorsal view and dark orange in ventral
view. Relative measurements (card
mounted paratype): head width 34, head
length 30, minimum frontovertex width
14, POL (post ocellar line) 5, OOL (ocellar-
ocullar line) 2, OCL (ocellar-occipital line)
2, OD (ocellar diameter) 3, eye length 19,
eve width 16, malar space 11, scape length
14, maximum scape width 4, forewing
length 96, forewing width 36, hind wing
length 63, hind wing width 15; (slide-
mounted paratype): midtibia length 110,
aedeagus length 41.

Variation.—There is slight variation ex-
cept for the length of the female which
varies from 0.85-1.11 mm and the gaster
of the female is sometimes darker than de-
scribed for the holotype.

Material examined. —HOLOTYPE 9:
CUBA: Santiago, Gran Piedra Isabelica, 7-
17.xii. 1995, elfin forest, S. Peck. PARA-
TYPES: CUBA, 1 d, same data as holo-
type; 6 ¢, Santiago, Gran Piedra Isabelica,
xii.1995, 1100m elfin Forest, S. Peck; 10 @,
2 &, Santiago, Gran Piedra, Met. Radar, 8-
17.x1i.1995, Elfin Forest, S. Peck; 4 ¢, San-
tiago, Gran Piedra, 1100m, Isabelica Meteo
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9. 6, Antenna. 7, Mandible. 8, Scutellum. 9, Base of forewing. 10,

Figs. 6-10. Forcipestricis yrmae sp. nov.

Ovipositor.
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Figs. 11-13.

Station, xii.1996, L. Masner; 15 ¢, Santia-
go, Gran Piedra Isabelica, Meteo Station,
4-17.xi1.1996, 1100m, L. Masner; 1 ¢, San-
tiago, 16 Km NE Caney, 145m, 13.xii.1995,
L. Masner; 1 ¢, Santiago, 5 Km NE, Si-
boney, Ires Arroyo, 150 m, creekbed,
18.xii.1995, L. Masner. Holotype in CNC,
paratypes in CNC, BMNH, CENSA.
Comments.—Forcipestricis is a very large
genus of mainly Neotropical distribution
and probably contains more than 150 spe-
cies (Noyes, pers. comm.), although to
date only three species have been formally
described, i.e. F. gazeaui Burks, F. portori-
cencis Gordh and F. sordidus (Howard).
Forcipestricis yrmae can be separated
from these species by the color of the gas-
ter, sculpture of the scutellum, distribu-
tion of the pits, and shape of the mandi-
bles. In yrimae the gaster is largely orange,
the scutellum is smooth with the pits
placed in two distinct submedian groups,
and the mandibles are bidentate. In all the
named species the gaster is uniformly
brown. Forcipestricis portoricencis and sor-
didus have the pits scattered, gazeaui has

Forcipestricis yrmae sp. nov. d. 11, Antenna. 12, Genitalia. [3, Scutellum.

the scutellum strongly sculptured, and
both gazeaui and portoricencis have triden-
tate mandibles.
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