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CHANEKIA, A NEW GENUS IN THE LAURACEAE(a)

C. L. Lundell

In the identification of collectiona of Lauraceae obtain-
ed by the Carnegie-Mchigan expeditions to the Yucatan Pen-
innula, and in studying other material from Mexico and Cent-
ral America, certain apeciea have been found which apparent-
ly represent an undeecribed genua. In the course of the
study, typea and certain other specimens in the herbaria of
Field Museum, Arnold Arboretum, and the University of Calif-
ornia were examined.

CHANEKIA Lundell, gen. nov. (b)

Panniculae axillares vei pseudoterminales; flores in ped-
unculorum apice subumbellati vel racemosi, hermaphroditi;
perianthii tubus infundibuliformis vel subconicus; limbi
segmenta 6, subaequalia, inflexaj staminodia cyclorum I, II,
et IV nulla; stamina cycli III fertilia, tubum circum gynae-
ceum formantia; filamenta craasa, biglandulosa; antherae 2-
cellulae, extrorsae; ovarium glabrum; hypanthium accrescens,
cupulare, dupliciter marginatum; bacoa ellipaoidea vel
ovoidea.

Trees; leaves alternate; panicles axillary or pseudo-
terminal, the peduncles solitary or rarely fasciculate;
flowers suburabellate or racemose, perfect; hypanthium con-
spicuous, infundibuliforn or aubconical; perianth 6-parte^,
the segments inflexed, small, unequal, the 5 outer segments
largest, enclosing the androecium except for a small apical
aperture; stamens of aeries I, II, and IV absent; stamino-
dia none; the ^ stamens of series III fertile, forming a
tube surrounding the gynaeceun; filaments thick, biglandu-
lar; staminal tube obtuse-pyramidal, short; anthers 2-
celled, extrorse; pores apical, semi-exserted; ovary glab-
rous; style seni-exserted from the staminal tube or includ-
ed; accrescent hypanthium cupular, double-margined; berry
ellipsoid or ovoid.

Type species, Chanekia campechiana (Standi.) Lundell.
Chanekia is intermediate between Acrodiclidium and Mia-

anteca . In Acrodiclidium the stamens of series I and II are
reduced to foliaceous staminodia, whereas in Chanekia stam-
inodia are absent. In I^santeca the anther a are exserted
from the perianth, the stamens of series III are connate to
the apex, and the starainal tube is obtuse-cylindric, as
contrasted with the included anthers, partially connate
stamens, and obtuse-pyramidal staminal tube in Chanekia .
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Because the floral characters were not given in the orig-
inal descriptiona, Ohanekia caiapechiana , C. mexicana , and C.

miaantlae are here redeacribed,

CHANEKIA CAl^ECHIANA (Standi.) Lundell, conb. nov,

Ocotea campechiana Standi., Carnegie Inat. Wash. Publ.

^1: 56. 19^5.
Miaanteca canpechiana (Standi.) Lundell, Carnegie Inat.

Wash. Publ. 478: . 1957.
A tree, height 8 to 25 m. , diameter ^5 to 45 en.; branch-

iate minutely sericeous, oanescent; petioles 4 to 10 mm.

long, minutely sericeous; leaf-blades oblong-lanceolate or

linear-lanceolate, 4 to 11 cm. long, 0.8 to 5 cm. wide, apex

long caudate-Qcuninate, the acumen obtusish, base acute,
coriaceoua, minutely sericeous above, glabrate with age,

minutely aericeous beneath; costa elevated, lateral nerves
inconspicuous; inflorescence axillary, paniculate, 2 to 5.5
cm. long (including the peduncles), the peduncles solitary,

minutely sericeous; flowers subumbellate; pedicels 1 to 2.5
mm. long, minutely sericeous; hypanthium obovoid-oonical, 2

to 2.5 mm. long, about 2 mm. in diameter, fleshy, minutely
aericeous; perianth 6-parted, the aegraenta aquamiform,
thick, subequal, depressed triangular-ovate, 0.9 to 1.5 mm.
wide, acutish, hairy inside; staninodia of aeries I, II, and
IV absent; the 5 stamens of aeries III fertile, connate at

base, forming a tube around the gynaeceum, pilose inaide and
at base outside; anthers 2-celled, extrorse; the pores api-
cal, seni-exserted from the perianth; glands about equalling
one- third the length of the stamen, aquamiform, connate lat-
erally at base with those of adjacent stamens; ovary glab-
rous, 1-celled; style glabrous, included or shortly exsert-
ed from the apex of the starainal tube.

Specimens examined; MEXICO: Campeche : Tuxpena, Lundell
1295 , type collection; Lundell 1580 . GUATEliALA: Department
of Peten: La Libertad, Lundell 5065 , 5559 , 5409 ; vernacular
names "ektit", "dzol". Uaxactun, Bartlett 12559 ; vernacular
name "copal-chi"

.

The species also occurs in British Honduras.

CHANEKUPECKII (I. M. Johnston) Lundell, comb. nov.
Miaanteca Peckii I. M. Johnston, Contr. Gray Kerb. 70:

70. 1924.
BRITISH HONDURAS: Without locality. Peck 826 , type (Gray

Herbarium).
The writer has not seen the type, but the species is un-

doubtedly referable to Chanekia .

CHANEKIA CAUDATALundell, ap. nov.
Arbor, 7-metrali8; petiolis 4—7 nm. longia, albido-
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pubeecentibua; folia lanoeolato-oblonga, 5~9.5 cm. longa,

1.6—5*2 om. lata, aploe caudato-aouminata, baal subaouta,

adulta glaberrima, ohartacea; infloreacentia axillaria, aub-
unbellata-raoeaoaa, 2—5. 5 om. longa (pedunculo incluao),
pauciflora; pedicellia 5«3—5.5 mm. longia, glabria; florea
albi, hypanthio aubgloboao-turbinato, 1.8 —2 nm. longo, 2.2

on. diametro, cameo, glabro; perianthium 6-partitum, aeg-

mentia aquamlformibua, oraaala, aubaequalibua, oa. 1.1 mm.

latia; etaminodia cyclorum I, II, et IV nulla; ataminia cyc-

11 III fertilia, baal oonnata tubum piloaum oirciam gynaeceiun

formantia, antheria 2-oelluliB, extroraia; glandulae inoon-

apicuae, aquamiformea; ovarium glabrum, 1-cellulum, atylua

glaber, breviter ex tubi apice atarainalia exaertua; fruotua
ignotua

.

A email tree, height 7 m., diameter 7*5 cm.; branchiate
alender, denaely pubeacent, grayiah; petiolea 4 to 7 mm.

long, canaliculate, pubeacent with grayiah haira; leaf-

blades lanceolate-oblong, 5 to 9*5 cm. long, 1.6 to ^.2 cm.

wide, apex long caudate-acuminate, the acumen narrow, ob-

tuaiah, oblique, baae acutiah, glabroua above except for a

few haira along the coata, glabrate beneath or with few
acattered appreaaed haira, coata prominent, lateral nervea
inconspicuoua, finely reticulate-veined, chartaceoua; in-
floreacence axillary, aubumbellate-raoemoae, 2 to 5. 5 cm.

long (including pedunclea), the pedunclea aolitary, ^ to
6-flowered, the flowera white, drying browniah-black; pedi-
cel a Blender, 5»5 to 5.5 mm. long, glabroua; hypanthium
aubgloboae-turbinate, 1.8 to 2 mm. long, 2.2 mm. in diamet-
er, fleahy, glabrous; perianth 6-parted, the aegmenta
aquamiform, thick, equal or nearly ao, ovate-orbicular,
about 1.1 mm. wide, acutiah, hairy inaide; ataminodia of
aeriea I, II, and IV abaent; the ^ atamena of aeriea III
fertile, connate at baae, forming a short tube around the
gynaecetun, hairy inaide and at baae outside; anthers 2-

oelled, extrorae, the porea apical; glands email, aquami-
form; ovary glabroua, 1-celled; style glabroua, ahortly ex-
aerted from apex of ataninal tube.

Type in the herbarium of the Univeraity of Michigan, C^
L. Lundell 6l83 « collected in advanced foreat on limestone
along the Arenal -Valentin road. El Cayo District, British
Honduras, June 21, 19^6.

Additional apecimena examined: BRITISH HOIiDURAS: Toledo
Diatriot: Camp ^2, British Honduras-Guatemala boundary stu*-

vey, Schipp 1279 .

CHANEKIA GORIAOEALtmdell, sp. nov.
Arbor, 10-metralia, glabra; petiolia 6—10 mm. longia;

folia lanceolate vel oblongo-lanoeolata, 5.5—11 om. longa,
1*9 —̂'d cm. lata, apice acuminata, baal aubacuta, ooriac-
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ea; infructeaoentiae axillares, pedunculia 1—5 cm. longis;

hypanthium aocreaoens, oupulare, dupl loiter marginatum,

1,5 —2.3 cm. diam., ca. 1 era. longvun; bacca ellipaoidea, ca.

1.7 cm. longa, 1.2 cm. diam,

A tree, height 10 m., diameter 22 om. , entirely glabrous;

petioles 6 to 10 mm. long; leaf-bladee lanceolate or oblong-

lanceolate, 5.5 to 11 cm. long, 1.9 to 5.8 cm. wide, apex

acuminate, the acumen obtuaiah, baae acutiah, coriaceous,

costa prominent, lateral nerves inconapicuoua; infructea-

cence axillary, bearing a single fruit; pedimcle 1 to 5 cm.

long, thick; the accrescent hypanthium very shallow, verru-

coae, cupular, double-margined, 1.6 to 2. 5 cm. in diameter,

about 1 cm. long; berry ellipsoid, about 1.7 cm. long, 1.2

cm. in diameter, abruptly ahort-apiculate.

Type in the herbarium of the University of Michigan, W.

A. Schipp 1282 , collected at Camp ^l , Britiah Honduraa-

Guatemala boundary survey, altitude 700 m.

The herbariiim label bears the following data: "Small

tree in shady valley, also on hill top in open places;

flowers white; fruits black with red pedicel. Occasional.*

CHANEXIA MISANTLAE (Brand.) Lundell, comb. nov.

Acrodiclidium misantlae T. 3. Brandegee, Univ. Calif.

Bot. 6: 497. 1919.
A small tree, entirely glabrous; branchiate, peduncles,

and petioles drying black; petioles 5 to l4 mm. long; leaf-

blades elliptic or narrowly elliptic-obovate, 4.5 to 12.5

cm. long, 2 to 4.8 cm. wide, apex obtuse, base cuneate,

subcoriaceous, costa elevated beneath, lateral nerves in-

conspicuous, finely but prominently reticulate-veined; in-

florescence axillary, 1.5 to 3. 5 cm. long (including ped-

uncles), the peduncles solitary, very slender 1- to >-

flowered, the flowers drying brownish-black; pedicels slen-

der, 5.5 to 7 Ma. long; hypanthium subglobose-turbinate, 2

to 2.2 mm. long, 2.5 to p.6 nm. in diameter, fleshy; peri-

anth shallowly 6-parted, the segments squamiform, thick,

subequal, depressed-orbicular, 1.1 to 1.9 nm. wide, round-

ed or obtuse-apiculate; staminodia of series I, II (T),

and IV absent; the 3 stamens of series III fertile, con-

nate at base, forming a short tube around the gynaeceum,

the tube glabrous inside and outside; anthers 2-celled, ex-

trorse, the pores apical; ovary glabrous, 1-celled; style

glabrous, apparently included in the staminal tube; cupule

double-margined, 9 mm. in diameter
Specimen examined: MEXICOt Vera Cruz: Misantla, Purpus

8l45, type (Herb. Univ. Calif, no. 2009^5).
Because of the few flowers present on the type, only

two were dissected. The character of the glands was not de-

terminable from the material available.
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CHANEKIA MEXICANA (Brand.) Lundell, oomb. nov.
Acrodiolidium nexioanun T. S, Brandegee, Univ. Calif.

Bot. 6: 497. 1919.
A small tree; branohlets, pedimolea, and petioles densely

fulvous-pubesoent; petioles thiok, 5 to 9 mm. long; leaf-
blades lanceolate, 4 to l4 cm. long, 2 to 5 cm. wide, apex
acute or acuminate, the acumen sometimes obtu^iah, base ob-
tuse or aoutish, brownish-green above and glabreacent with
age, paler and pilose beneath, subooriaceous, costa and lat-
eral nerves slightly impressed above, prominent beneath; in-
florescence axillary or subterminal, paniculate, 2 to 5.5
cm. long (including peduncles), the peduncles solitary;
flowers subumbellate, numerous; pedicels 2 to 3 mm. long,
glabrous; hypanthium suboonioal, 2 to 2.2 nsn. long, about
1.5 mn. in diameter, fleshy, glabrous; perianth shallowly
6-parted, the segments squamiform, thick, subequal, depres-
sed triangular-ovate, 0.8 to 1 mm. wide; staminodia of
series I, II, and IV absent; the ^ stamens of series III
fertile, connate at base, forming a tube around the gynae-
ceiam, pilose inside and at base outside; anthers 2-celled,
extrorse; the pores apical, semi-exaerted from the peri-
anth; glands one- third the length of the stamen, small,
squamiform; ovary glabrous, 1-celled; style glabrous, in-
cluded or shortly exserted from the apex of the staminal
tube.

Specimens examined: U&XICO: Vera Cruz: Zacuapan, Purpua
8081 , type (Herb. Univ. Calif, no. 200978); Purpua 14335 .

(a) Contribution from the Herbarium of the University of
Michigan.

(b) The genus is named for Mercedes Chanek, the Maya plant
ool lector.


