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A PrREFATORY

Copy of Verfes

ON

Divine PO ESY,

/ infpires,

When pious Bards the Praife of God rehearfe,
And fing the Giver with the Gift of Verfe.
Thrice happy Bards, whofe Songis not invain,
When Mortals relith the inftruétive Strain,

And
764406



ii A Prefatory Copy of Verfes
And feek, fincere in Heart, to know the Pow’r
Of Pow’rs Supreme, and feck to know no more 5

. The Sceptic hence his anxious Doubts refigns, - -
. Convinc’d that 2 Blackmore in his nervous Lines
At leaft has prov’d a God; a God who made
Th’ expanfive Heav’ns, and Earth’s Foundation laid 5
‘Who form’d all Creatures that inhabit there,
And ftill protects them with paternal Care.
But, who to fave this World vouchfaf’d to bleed, --
To die, --- (when Love Eternal fo decreed,)
Him v J7fley fings; Him, that Almighty Pow’r,
‘Whofe Type or Shadow ¢ Cowley fung before ;
When his luxuriant Fancy Fefl’s Son

Engag’d, in Numbers fcarce inferior to his own.

Hence too we Greatnefs fcorn for the Retreat
That humble ¢ Norzis fings, and fings fo fweet,
There to collect our Pow’rs, and all employ
In the Perfuit of intellesiual Joy.

Nor
‘3 His Creation,
b His Life of Chriff.
© His Davideis.
¢ See his Poems, Sitting in an Arbour.
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on Divine POESY. ii

Nor.2a Watts, will I forget thy Lyric Song, .
As fmooth as Horace, yet:as Pindar firong,.

And t#ﬁght by ® Solomor’s perfuafive Strain,
That all we fee, or think, oraé, is vain;
The.Frﬁ.its of Knoﬁrledge we admire no more,
Pleafu}eé feem Poifon, and a Shadow Pow’r.

What awkard Joy excites the Aifer’s Breaft,

To make poor Charity his welcome Gueft,

When e’er the begs in © Prior’s eafy Line,

‘Who almoft makes the Scripture more divine!

Where ¢ Broome, let thy harmonious Numbers dwcll

Nor ask thy Friend to fing, what thou canft fing fo
well.

When ferious ¢ Waller bid adieu to Arms,
To Courts, and Sachariffa’s dying Charms,
And tun’d to nobler Themes his folemn Lyre,
Defirous foon to join th’ Angelic Choir,

: Sweet
2 His Horz Lyricz.

b 4 Poem by Prior.

€ His Paraphrafe on 1 Cor. xiil.
& See bis Epifile to Mr. Pope,

¢ His Divine Poems,



iv. A Prefatory Copy of Verfes
Sweet flow’d his Words, and fo divine his Senfe,
‘That Dryden thought him but new come from thence.

And ftll, methinks, we hear thofe Heav’nly
Strains, - o
That once with Tranfport fill’d ?ud;’a’s Plains,
While * Pgpe in lofty Ecchoes founds thofe Joys,
And ﬁﬁgs Meffiab with an Angel’s Voice.

But hear, and tremble at the angry Sound,
That ® Young’s Ten Thoufand Trumpets fpread
around ; !

Strange ! we the Paffions catch from either Hand,

As Mortals at the dread Tribunal ftand 3

Difguis’d in all the hideous Shapes of Fear,

With thofe who on the guilty Leftappear,

And ravith’d now with Wonder and Delight,

We tafte th’ ecftatic Joys that crown the Right;

Hopeful, from thy Example, 2ouzg, to rife,

One Day with them to Everlafting Blifs., o
ti

s Ris Paraphrafe on lfaiah.
b His Poem on the Laft Day.



on Divine PO EASY. v

Still greater Wondc;s Heav’n-taught * Milton ﬁngs,
And as he foars aloft on Eagle’s Wings,
With him the captive Reader feems to fly
‘Thro’ the vaft Tra&s qf tI{e etherial Sky ;
And, foon as the refiftlefs Arm of God
Hurls flaming Myriads to Hell’s dire Abode,
Hehears, or feems to hear, the Thund’rer s Voice,
Smiles at juft Vengeance, and the Wrack enjoys.
And now he joins the Triumph of the Sow,
As joyful Seraphs wait Him to the Throne,
And num’rous Hofts thro? all the Starry Plains
Salute their Savionr-God with folemn Strains,
Which none can ﬁng bu¢ the Cclcﬂ:ml Choir,
And none repeat, unbleft with Milton’s Fire,

All hail, ye facred Bards, ‘whofc Merits claim
In the Poetic World 3 deathlefs Name ; 5
If to mf’cru& the Mmd and.pleafe the Ear
With Scunds that Angels ftoop from Heay® n to hear,
Be Pocfy’s nobleft Aim ; the Way, which God
Firft dictated, and godlike Prophets trod,

* Paradife Lop, “ Oh



vi A Prefatory Copy of Verfes; &e.
b
«¢ * Oh! may fome Spark of your celeftial Fire

Spread through my Soul, and fill its large Defire,
That I at humble Diftance may purfue,

And keep my Duty, and ﬁ1y ._Gédr in v;;eyg;.
To teach vaiﬁ Man a Leflon little knov.vn;,“

T* adore Superior Pow'r, and db}ilbglhis own, {

SNt

* Pope’s Effiay on Criticifm,

DEOQ



The Firft Hymn of 71D 4.
%) GOD rk FATHER.

Accipe, fumme Patery magni Fabricator Olympi
Que Tibi, que Nato, que amborum carmina Amori

Sacra ferens cecini, &c.

2 CcepT, Great God, whofe wond’rous

Works declare ,

p A Power Supreme, in Heav’n, Earth,
Sea, and Air,

This tributary Song, thefe pious Lays

That humbly aim at thy unrival’d Praife,
B : To

ANNoOTATIONS:

* Inftead of a formal Preface, which the little I have to offer at
prefent, concerning my Author, or this Tranflaton may well ex-
cufe, give me Leave to mention, that

VID 4 is fufficiently known already from the accurate Editions of
Dr. Owen and Mr. Triffram, and an excellent Tranflation of his
Art of Peetry by Mr. Pist. I pretend not to equal that; nor ine
deed are the Originals themfeﬂes equal : for, though it may not
be my Bufine(s to fay fo, thefe Hymns were the Produce of his
younger Years, his firft Flight'in Poetry ; and if they be not fo
flat and jejune as fome would make them, yet perhaps they v;anit‘

ot



2 To GO D

5. To Thee, to thy Eternal Son, 1 fing,
" And Holy Spirit : O! fuftain my Wing,
While far above thefe lower Worlds I rife,
And range adventrous the Empyreal Skies,
* Where in harmonious Order round the Throne,
10, The brighteft Sons of Morn thy Godhead crown.
‘Great the Defign, By many urg’d before,
But urg’d with vain Attempt by human Pow’r,
E ' *Twas

ANNOTATIONS.

both the Spirit and Dicion, thar appear’'d fo confpicuousin his Afe
ter-writings 3 ftill thew they fomething worthy fg great 2 Genius,
and arcbby no Means injurious to the Sublimity of his Subject.
To make him thercfore xglt’: more compleat in his Englifb Drefs,
and look like what he'was, I mean, a Diwvine ; I fometime ago
propofed to tranflate thefe facred Poems by way of Subfiription ;
and the great Encouragement I then met with, did nothing elfe,
would now oblige me to publifh them ; for I had rather my Friend
fhould fay, He has not got his Penniworth, than that 1 {old him
Words only,

But as 1 refle& with Pleafure on the Time I fpent in compofing
this Effay, I flatter my felf, that others will find fome Benefit in per-
ufing it. It may probably remind the Negligent of his Duty, and
inftrut the Ignorant, at leaft induce them 10 fearch the Scriprures.
1 hope therefore for Rece tion, if (as the late Bithop Pasrick ob.
ferv'd) All Helps are lietle enough in an Age, that feems to take
Pleafure in being ignorant of the moft imporsant Truths.

To be the more inftrutive, I have fubjoined thefe Annotations ;
which, except a few curfory Obfervations, are colletted from Wri-
ters of the beft Account ; as they ferv'd either to illuftrate my Author,
or to explain any abftrufe Point in Divinity.

V. 5. Vida adds Celi Quirites, the Saints, or Commonahy of
Heaven, and has accordingly beftow’d a feveral Hymn upon many
of them 5 but they bear no Part in my prefent Undertaking.



the FATHER. 3

_ *T'was the Divine alone that could infpire
l My raptur’d Soul to lead the tuneful Choir
15. From fam’d Aonian Hills to Fordan’s Stream,
With Harps new ftrung to a fublimer Theme.-
Social the Coafts of Paleftine we tread,
And lab’ring climb Jdume’s lofty Head :
Thence with propitious Gales we wing the Air,
20. And joyous foar above the ftarry Sphere,
Till happily we reach the bleft Abodes,
Of Saints and Angels, and inferior Gods;
Nor dread thofe brighter Glories to furvey,
That from thy Temples pour a Flood of Day.

25. Way found we none, with guiding Footfteps worn,
But all with Shrubs o’erfpread, or tangling Thorn;
B2 Or

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 15. From fam’d Aonian Hills, ) Camcenas
Vertice ab Aonio duxi Fordanis ad Undas,

From Virgil : Whom our Auchor is every where fond of imi-
tating :

“Aonio ridens deducam wersice Mufas, Georg, iii- 10.

So fublime a Subje& perhaps requires not thofe weaker Ornaments
of Poetry, which 77dz here and in other Places makes ufe of, 1
meaa thofe of Fable ; yet if Variety is pleafing, fuch beau-
tiful Figures as are difpers’d through the whole, cannot but be ac-
ceptabTe to every Reader, when the Poer does not eclipfe, but rather
gives a flercer Light to the Divine.

V. 25. Way found we none.) Nulla erat ante via,

. Having before.declaved his Defign, he now tells us what Difficul-
ties he had 1o engage with in the Perfuit; alluding to thole which were
occafion’d




4 To G OD

Or-birr’d with rugged Rocks : but when I weild
My two edg’d,Swa;:d, the thadowy Barriers yield,
They fall on either Side, and feaft thé Eyes,

30. With an inviting Path to Heav’nly Joys.

Long have the fpecious Trifles of the Stage,

And lufcious Lays allur’d the lift’ning Age.
Foun-

ANNOTATIONS.
occafion’d by the Subtilty and Entanglement of Error, and the Va-
riety of intricate Opinions, that prevail'd in his own Times, and the
dark and grofs Ignorance of thofe immediately preceeding.: But ha-
ving Recourfe, fays he, to the irrefiltible Power of the Word of God,
we eafily overcame them all.  Heb, iv. 12.

V. 31. Long have the fpecious Trifles) =~

. 4 o
Sat feene Iudogue datum 5 ludicra priorum
Fictaque [ar wacuas tenuérunt carming mentes,

From Pirgil's Georg, iii
£ & won o
Vos Silvae amnefque Lycei
Cetera, que vacuas texuérunt carminn mentes.

Cowley fays to this Purpofe.
Too long the Mufes Land hath Heathen been,
Their Gods too long were De'ils, and Virtues, Sin.
But Thou, Eternal Word, haft call'd forth me,
Th® Apoftle, to convert the World to Thee.
T’ unbind the Charms that in flight. Fable lie,
And reach that Truth is trueft Poefie.
But 'tis thought they are beteer exprefs’d in Latin,
Infolite percuffus lumine Paulus
Prodeo Mufarum immenfos comversere mundos.
E; calum feris ignotum aperire Poetis
Ut juvat, O, purgare fuis facra flumina monfiris
Ur wili purgare algd, canoque profundo,
Et liguidi ingenuos fontes inducere veri,




the FATHER. ?
Fountainsand fhady Groves, and purling Streams,
And wanton Love-Inériéueé, are common Themes,
35. Some the gay Sports of fparkling Goblets chufe,
" And force Expreflion from the blufhing Mufe :
Others the Gods with Men embattl’d join,
And found the Dinof War in the well-imag’d Line,

But nowfince Truth with bright all-piercing Rays,
40. Scatters the Clouds, and the Ore God difplays 3
No more let Zeal with Superftition blind,
Lead thro’ forbidden Paths.the carelefs Mind 2 .
No more let Fi&ion climb the bleft Abodes,
And people Heav’n with ftrange immoral Gods.
Lo A : No
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 43 No more let Fistion.),

— Pudeat fielerum, que plurima celo affingunt,— This reminds
me of Horace's Convcr?ion‘; who;; as gay a Courtier as he was,
fhd not think it beneath a Gendeman to d)i’{'own the atheiftical and
irreligious Principles, which he had before maintaln’d, (Lib. 1. Saz. s,
ad Fin.) and rewrn to Religion ; acknowledzing a fuperior Power in
Heaven, worthy his Adoration and Worthip.

Parcus Deorum cultor, et infrequens,
Infanientis dum fapientie
Confultus erra 5 nunc retror[wm *
Vela dare, atque iterare curfus
Cogor relitfos. — 1. 1. od. 34,
I that but feldom did adore,
I that no God but Pleafure knew,
Whilft mad Philofophy did blind,
And Epicyrus fool'd my Mind,

Muft keep that impious Courfe no more;
But turn my Sails, and fteer ancw. Creech.



6 To G OD

45. No more ye Bards Parnafian Wonders fing,
Nor dream of Helicon’s infpiring Spring,
But proving juft to that fweet-flowing Vein,
That ftreams from Heav’n, and Heav’n -requires
again,
Come, and in grateful Hymns and pious Lays,
50. For ever dwell on your Creator’s Praife.

They hear, they come, and throng the Way to
prove,
With eager Hafte their Duty, and their Love,
How great my Joy ! to fee the forward Youth
Prefs on with fuch a gen;rous Thirft of Truth ;
55. Gath’ring my Steps, they ftrip the flow’ry Mead,
With beauteous Chaplets to adorn the Head.
Moft hopeful Sign ! thatthis my rude Effay,
Well-meaning, tho’ uncouth; unfinith’d Lay,
(Weak
ANNOTATIONS.

¥. 49. Come, awd in grateful Hymns.)

Hic iter efto, huc Mufaruns revecantur alumni,
Hdc cafti vates iu Religione manenso.

From Virg, £n. 3.

Hunc focii morem faevorum, bumc ipfe tencto 5
Hac eafti maneans in Relligime ‘nepores,



the FATHER. "

(Weak Effortsof a Mind perplext with Care,
60. That falls to ev’ry duteous Paffor’s Share,)

Will find fome happier Fav’rite to cxprcfé

Our Aim, and polifh it with artful Drefs,

To pave the Way, unfeemly to behold,

With chequer’d Marble, and refulgent -Gold 5
65. Nor let the precious Stones of various Die

Be wanting to engage the dazled Eye,

Let it fuffice for me, to’ve drawn to View

The too-long-tracklefs Path: Let him perfue,

And with the Crown of Victory be bleft ;
70. As firft in Merit, firft in Fame confeft.

Let Agesafter Ages ftill admire,

And nobler Deeds to nobler Crowns afpire.

B4 Yet

ANNOTATIONS,
V. 59. Weak Efforts of a Mind.)

Dum me deficiunt aliis rupta otia curss,
Dum pepulos mihi commiffos pafceque regoque.

The Province of « Bifhop or Paftor, (fays Sawcreft, afterwards
Archbifhop) is bard indndf and the Task weighty, and fermidable,
even to an Angel's Shoulders : But fure, the more Burthenfome the
Office is, the greater will the Reward be, "if faithfully di(charg’d,
And ever worthy of Imitation ftands our Author herein, who, f{etung
afide the Prejudices of his Times and Country, was indeed a true
Chriftian Paftor, (as Mr. Rook obferves) always ftudying to promote
the Glory of God, and the Good of the Flock committed to his
Charge ; ‘which gain’d him the Charaéer not only of an extraordi-
nary Prelate, but of an indulgent Father, e



3 "To G O D
YfF,Ehjs, {mall Tribute, far beneath our Theme,
We: élegliggtg to fl'hcc, Thou God fuprenie,

»5. For who on Earth fo well deferves our Lay ?
Or w;10 w.inh G&dlil;e Bleflings can xlei)a); s
(Ifany Joy we may to Earth affign,

If Satisfaction tafte below, *tis mine ;
Thanks to the Md_yce’._r»,: who truly great,

8o. With Saint-like Virtues grace the Holy Seat,
Friends to the Learnea, ‘ar;d the Gdod C(;r;fe&,
And blefling thefe themfelves are truly bleft.)
In vain for mc~proud Honour gﬂds her Bait,
P’ll never feck to be a Wretch in State,

) Give
ANNOTATIONS.
. ¥.79. Thank to the Medyce's) - -

We can never think that 7ide would bave ftoop'd from his di-
vine Engagement to_compliment any Potentate vpon Earth, had not
a Senfe of Gratitude oblig’'d him, and Truth juftified his Depofition.
For whatever Crimes fome Writers lay to the Charge of thefe Pre.
lates, their Hiftory informs us, that

Sobn Ae Medyct, ele@ed Pope Anne Dom. 1513, and who took
on him the Name of Lee X, having invited to Rome fuch Men as
were famous for their Skill in the Liberal Sciences, did there found
an Univeifity ; and {0 encourag’d the Learned with his Favour and
Bounty, ‘that all Men were incited to the Study of polite Literature,
and were induftrious to celebrate his Munificence. And that at the
fame time, he was fo obfervant of Fulius his Coufin-german, (if you
Eleafe) and afterwards Pope, under the Name of Clement V1L that

e would never attempt, nay, fcarce think of any thing, withont ha-
ving firft confulted his Cou(x);n 5 to negle& whofe Counfel, infallible
as be was himfelf, he thought a grievous Offence.



the FATHER. 9

85. Give me thy Prefence, Lord, I ask-no more,
Nor envy Kings their Thrones, or heapy Store.

But what are we, that dare invoke thy Name ?
Shall animated Duft fuch Honour claim ?
If we the dubious Confli¢t give not o’er,

90. Sall 'Ezope with-Sin, and Hell’s tyrannic Pow’r,
*Tis from thy Goodnefs, thy right-hand ‘alone,
That firft we conquer, then obtain the Crown,
Trué, thoy art pleas’d to hear a human Voice
Proclaim thy Pow’r, and in thy Praife rejoyce.

95. But what can I ? Thy Praife is heard around
Heav’n, ‘Earth, and Seas, inceflantly refound.

Yet

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 85. Give me thy Prefence, Lord,) Tu mibi folus ades.

There goes a Story, you may-guels where, of Themas Aquinas;
that praying before a Crucifix, it miraculoufly. fpeaks thus unto hinr
Thou haft wristen well of me, Thomas; whar doff rthou require 2
To whom Aquinas is made to anfwer, No Reward, Lerd, but shy
feIf. What Pity 'tis, (fays Mr, Hales) this Story is not true 5 1c
teaches us fo well what to ask of God for our Reward in his Service,
“;?}ich being once aflured of, we might well pardon him all the
T

V. 93. True, thou art pleas’d.)

1 might with very good Authority, I mean Dr. Trapp's, have ufed
indifferently 204 and Thou in the fecond Perfon fingular ; but have
conftantly kept to the latter, as feeming to me more Grammatical
and lefs familiar ; though it coft methe more Pains to avoid feveral
harth Words which the Dr. mentions, (Note on Virg. /En. 1. 2783.)
as Lov'd'f, Told'f}, monrw’'d’ft, dre. fince I was refolv'd to fling
our all do’fls, did’fbs, and fuch like gracelefs Expletives, :



10 To G O D

Yet if this humble Pledge Acceptance find,

As Thou art ever gracious, ever kind,

To thy Peculiar Servants, grant, Thou Pow’r
100. Of Pow’rs Supreme, that the tremendous Hour

Of Diffolution may not rack my Sight

‘With hideous goblin Shapes, dire Sons of Night 3

But let fweer Peace my Paflionsall controul,

While into thy Embrace I pour my Joyous Soul.

Be this my Pray’r ; Letme not pray in vain,

106. And him, ‘who morecan with for, more obtain,

What, or wheream I ? fuch a ftrange Defire,
Kinales my Blood, and fets my Soul on Fire!
‘What mean my tremblingLimbs, my giddy Brain,

110. And furious Joys that dance thro’> ev’ry Vein!
Ah! Whither am I borne ! How fhall I flie
"This cumbrous Fleth, and mount the ftarry Sky !
How fhall my naked Soul thro! Ways unknown,
And mazy Wand’rings reach the Heav'nly

Throne !

115. Such her Effay ! to gain her natal Seat,

And be for ever fix’d in Joys compleat.
Farewell,



the FATHER. T

Farewell, thou Earth, and all thofe humble
Cares,
That torture bufie Man with fervile Fears.
Wonders T fing, and Oracles unfold,
120. Such as our Fathers never {ung of old ;

Their
ANNOTATIONS,

V. 117, Farewell, thou Earth,)
Terra vale, cureque bumiles, bominefque wvalete,
Ovid. Met. v5. — Fuvat lire per afira
Alta, juvat, serris, et inerti fede relictis,
Nube wehi, validique bumeris infiffere dtlantis
Palantefque animos paffim, ac rationis egentes
Defpeitare procul

And the late Duke of Buckingham fays finely to the fame Purpofe
in his Raptures
How faft I'mount ! in what 2 wond'rous Way,
1 grow tranfported te-this large Survey !
1 value Earthno more ! and far below
Methinks I fee the bufie Pigmies go,
My Soul entranc’d is in 2 Rapture brought,
Above the common Traéts of vulgar Thought;
With Fancy wing'd, I feel the purer ‘Air,
And with Contempt look down on human Care.

V. 119. Wonders I fing) :
Nulli audita cano,
Thus almoft all the Poets ; to mame fome of ‘cm,
“Eewo 8 Toaxbay imicciBausy drgmdy
Thv psebrmov Ywe 7 éiis sxdmaey dudiiss.
Oppian, 1. Ven.
Virgil, Geor. 3.
Sed me Parnaffi deferta per ardua dulcis
Raptat amor; juvat ive jugis, qud nulla prierum
Caftaliam molli divertizur,orbiza clivo,



.

12 To G.O.D
Their pleafing Fiétions, and their trivial Themes,
Their anxious Doubts, and philofophic Dreams,
Are far beneath my daring : Lo, I rife,
And, light as Air, cut thro’ the op’ning Skies ;

125. And Oh! how pleas’d! to travel with the Sun,
And from the Vault of Heav’n on lefs’ning

Worlds look down,
Let not the Air invite me to explore

Its curious Texture, and elattic Pow’r,
Noy
ANNOTATIONS,
Hor, L 3. od. 1. Garmina nen prius
Audita — canto v
Epift, 19. L 1. : .
Libera per wacuum pofus vefigiaprinceps, i 7
Non' alieng meo preff pedelm= ' w0
So Cowley, — Guide my bold Footﬁjlps
In thefc untrodden Paths to facred Fame,
Ovid, Met. 135.
Magna, nec ingeniis inveftigata prierum,
%qu diu latuére, canam, e
But recommend me to Lucretius, . 4.

Awvia Pieridum peragro loca, nullius ante
Trita folo, &c.
1 feel, I rifing feel, Poetic Heats, "
And now infpir'd trace o’er the Mufes Seats,
Untrodden yet ; *Tis fweet to wvifis firft, -, ¥
Untouch'd and Virgin Streams, and quench my Thirft.
*Tis fweet to crop frefh Flow'rs, and get a Crown -
For new and rare Inventions of my own.  °  Creech:
And tho’ our Author, w. 11. fays, Tewtatum multis opus ante,
many had before attempted Divine Poefie ; ‘yet he here joinsthem
in their common Language; looking upon himfelf as the Firft; none
-having done it fo effeCtually before ; nor indeed many fince.
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Nor let mie ftay with Wonder to admire
130. The Rage of Winds, or Thunders wing’d with
Fire 3 :
Th;’. dewy Clouds, the Froft, or ﬁ:athcr;d Snow,
Or glaring Beauties of the thowry Bow,
Fix’d Sig_n of Peace with Heav’n, and Earth
below.
Thefe, and the ftarry Order form’d to grace
135. With radiant Pomp the throng’d Etherial Space,
Areknown to all : known is the horned Moon,
And flaming Palace of the Golden Sun, J
1\f6t when the éolden Sun with chearful Ray,
Vifits thH Worlds, and meafires out the Day ;

! Flies
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 133, Fix'd Sign of Peace.) The Rainbow might probably
have been feen before the Flood, the Caufes of it having been from
the Beginning : But God was now pleas’d to inftitute it asa Sign of
his Covenant with the World ; and thereby to feal the Affurance
of his Promife, tho® there was no correfpondency betwixt it and the
Thing fignified. Gen. ix. 13.

Totwoty toxdres, ds 7e Kegviow

°Ev végei sThesfe, Theos weeomwy £vfge’mwy:  Hom. II.171.
Fove's wondr'ous Bow of three Celeftial Dies,
Plac’d as a Sign to Man amid the Skies. Pope.

V. 136. Are known to all :
Omnia funt wvulgaza —  Quis nefeit cornua Lune ?
So Virg. Georg. 3.
Omnia funt wylgata. Quis aut Euryfthea durum,
Aut illandati nefeic Bufiridis aras 2
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140. Flies he fo fwift, nor can he reach the Hight,
Strong as he is, of my ambitious Flight.

I pafs the Tenants of the upper Skies,
All fix’d at my Arttempt in deep Surprize.
Above the Heav’ns, and Things create I foar,
145. The felf-exiftent Being to explore.
The Caufe of Caufes, Pow’r of Pow’rs fupreme,

Fromand to all Eternity the fame.
Be this our Task ; Let this our Withes bound,

To know that unknown Somewhbat ; wrapt around
150. With Shadesand Darknefs : Yet whate’er it be,
Confeft by All a wond’rous Deity :
Nor

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 146. The Caufe of Caufes)

If all Things that are made, were made by fome Other, that
Other, which produc’d them, was it felf produc'd, or it was not :
If it was, we fhall at laft come to fomething that was never made;
(elfe we muft admit cicher a Circle of Produltions in which the
Effect fhall make its own Caufe 5 or an infinite Succeffion in Caufa-
lity, by which nothing will be made :) And if it was not it felf
produc’d: ’tis the Thing we are in Search of, wiz, A Sclf-exiftent,
Independent Being, The Caufe of Caufes, ¢z,

V. x51. Confelt by All')

Quidve fit ignovem 5 cunéli tamen efle widemus.

If the univerfal Confent of Mankind in the Belief of a God can-
‘not be refolv’d into thofe Caufes that are commonly affign’d for
it, viz, Inftitution, Inftrution, or Tradition, as might eafily be
fhewn, was it notto fpin out thefe Obfervations to too great a
Length : We may affirm chat his Exiftence is a Dictate of Nature,

of
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Not what it is, but that iz is, we know,
Whence thefe tranfcendent Beamsof Glory flow.
As when the living Sun in fecret flies,
155. Veil’d in a cloudy Shade from human Eyes,
His ftreamy Rays their piercing Light difplay,
And ftill we own Him Parent of the Day :
So this great Being fhuns our feeble Sight,
Nor Senfe can climb to its majeftick Heighe.
160. Yet all confefs the Pow’r : when active Thought
And ardent Minds fuck in the welcome Draught,
Which thro’ the Limbs diffus’d, and ev’ry Part,
Ufurps our Organs, and inflames our Heart,
Kindly points out, and guides us in the Way ;
165. As we its Heav’nly Dictates fhall obey.
What

ANNOTATIONS.

or a Principle which human Reafon in all Men very foon and ea-
fily difcovers : And therefore if not a firit Proof of the Exiftence
of God, yet is a Motive of the Credibility of it, and ought always
to be of fome Weight in our Reflettions on this Argument.

V. 152. Norwhat it is) T1&s vbos dlefices o6 5 v yelp vhp édend
Ana]G-. Greg. Naz. Hymn. ad Deum,

How can the Mind form any Notion of Thee, who art Incom-
prehenfible 2 1 King. viii, 12.
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What Title does this active Spirit claim ?
+ Can’t Weexprefs, or doesit want a Name ?
It cannot for Diftin¢tion-fake 5 where One alone
Without Compeer, reigns Monarch of the
Throne:

170. Great Brinc, neither Creature, Thing,
nor Part,
Nor Male nor Female ; whatfoe’er Thou art,
Mind, Spirit, or inexplicable Pow’r,
Whofe faving Aid, Heav’n, Earth, and Seas
implore,
From whom they Bleflings infinite receive,
175. And all the Springs, that Life and Motion give ;
Firft, we own thy Exiftence, Sov’reign Lord,

One, Good, and True, by all admir’d, ador’d :
Yet
ANNOTATIONS.
Y. 166. What Title ) - Quo vers id nomine dicam ?
Aut nullum, aut prorfus non emarrabile nomen.

Why askeft Thou after my Name? fays the Spiric of God,
Fudg. xiii. 18, feeing it is fecret, Dent. xxix. 29. But Exod. iii,
14. God has declared himfelf by the Name of I 4 M : Which
“Words phainly fpeak his Exiftence, and none can be more expreflive
of the abfolute Perfetion of his Unity.

Trifmegiftus as quoted by Ladantius :

O'dR ©:ds, ¢is, 648 &s oud]C & meoadd]as, ¥t 95 6 S dva-
yvusg.  Deo igitur Nemen non eft, quia [olus eft 5 nec opus ¢t proprio
vecabulo, niff cum diftrimen exigit multitudo, ut unamquamque
Perfonam fud Notd et Avpellatione defigres, 1. 1.c.6.

Fie Seds, 8 whv@ bsr, Smepuenidng, dybmrog. Sibyl w.



the F AT H ER. 17

Yet neither art Thou True, or qud, or One.
As other Beings 5 of thy felf alone
180. Exiftent, Good, and True, and very One.

Thefe Attributes, howe’er diftinét, we find
In thee, with perfeét Harmony conjoin’d, |’
SIS o / But

ANNOTATIONS,
¥, 180. And wery One) — Sed Tu
- dpfum e[!, ipfum unum, verumque bomumque vocaris,

Since a Self-exiftent Being muft be immenfe and uniform {wid.
inf. v. 240.) we cannot fuppofe two or more fuch Beings coextended
together in all poffible Place or Space, without any Variety ' or Dif-
ference in theiy Natures: Since they would. not be two or more
Sclf-exiftent Beings, but One. God is one. Exod. xx. 3. Deut. iv.
35. Vi. 4. 1 Sam.ii. 2. 1 Kings viii. 60. 2 Sam., Vil 22. 1 Chron.
xvii. 20, Pf. bxiii. 25. If xliv. 6. xlv. 18. xlviii. 12. Sobnm
xviil 3. Gal. iv. 8, 1 Fohn v. 18,

V. 181, Thefe Aitributes) »

The Divine Attributes are not to be confider’d as having really
any feparate or diftin& Subfiftence in the divine Nawre, but only in
our Manner of conceiving thend, according to theit different and ex-
ternal Operations. .. They are one individual Effence operating after a
different - Manner, . according ‘to the Different, Nature or Circums
ftance of the: Subjeét upon which they operate. Fiddes. And Plato,
by his 'Auzs & not onlyintended a felf-exiftent Being in Contradis
flin&ion o any Caufe of his Exiftence, bue a Being identically the
fame. -without Compofirion of .any dittinét Parts. or Powers what-
‘ever. Think on Him therefore (fays another) as not to be thou
of, as one whofe Wifdom is his Jultice; whofe juftice is_his Power,
whofe Power is his Mercy, and all Himfelf.  Good without Qq@}f;y,
Grear without Quantity,. Evetlafting without. Time, Prefent, .every
‘where without Place, withour Extent comainfng all things., W emay
further! obferve ' here,thae this feeming Variety , and Difference of
Auributes in- God piit the Heathen Mythologifts upon  dividing. the
Deity into as many diftin®. Beings : Ommipotence was given o Fu-
Spisery Wifdom to Minerua, &s<. by reafon-that the. Weaknefs of the
-buman Mind could not concelve fo mugh. Power and Adtion in'the
Simplicity of one fingle divine Nature 3. but 7#Ze/ley fays tothem, 1, 6.
o In wain you one. poor: Idol oft diwide, . W21 gl

G4 He's fillthe famey bouseverimultiply'd. -
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But not confus’d : Each has its Name and Sphere,
Confpicuous all in proper Lights appear.
185. *Tis ftrange indeed t yet foon “our Wonder ends 3
Since to all Objets poffible extends
Thy mighty Pow’s; that furmounts all Foree :
2..Z Nor any Lett can ftay thy deftin’d Courfe.

Yet fay we not, thy all-confid’ring Mind
190. Contrives, or plans the Works to thee affign’d,
Since ever is thy Will, mof# mighty Lord,
"~ And A& 'the fame ; the fame thy Work and
Word. 2 P
: > . For
ANNOTATIONS. : 4
V. i86. Since to all Objeits poffible)
Quod feri mequit, ipfe potes, potes Omnia.

Since all the Powers that are in all Things ‘whatever are derived
from, and are dependent’upon God, s ‘evident, that -Nothing cah
creaté any Difficulty ‘or Difturbance to his Will in the: Exceution
thereof. ~ Wherefore fays Yob xlii 2. I know thas then canft do
#ll Thing<.  But by doing all Things; We are not: 10 underftand fuch
“Things, s in their own” Nawres implya Contradi@ion, or fome
'Ehih Repugnacy to the Divine Nawwe : as; #o canfe any thing. 1o

¢, and not be at she fame Time 5 ‘to deny bimfclf, &c, for thefe
being 00 Objefts of Power, tis no Diminution of Power not to 'be
‘able to do them : Nay, we are obliz'd to affert :the Impoffibily of
‘them, even in Honour and Vindication of God's Holy Name. - #idn
‘thevefore, ‘tho’ he may jultly fay, - Pores omnia,’ (and by the way,
“fErneas addrefles the Camean Sibyl-ivith' the fame Expreffion,
“ZExS5] and’ Homer in Odyff; € givesus; Myalear 38 dwe]e) yer per-
“haps'goes too far; in faying, Quod fieri nequis, “ipfe pores. Thoucan'ft
“dé ¥mpoffibilities. * But for the Manifeftation of God's Power, fee Gex.
XViiva. Dent. it 240 X; 14 xxxiie 3.7 Chron.xvi, 24. xxix. 31, Feb
ix. 4, 19. Pfal, Ixxxix. 6: xdvii. 9, Ixii, 11. Ixxviii 18. cxxv 5, exlvil,
§- 2 Chrom. ii. 5o XX, 60 dfas XxVi 4o Mat, ¥i. 13.: Rev, XiX. 6,
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For at thy #erd from uncreated Night,

And Nothing, {prang thefe Worlds of -beauteous
Light.

195. Al Things on Thee, the Lord of All, de-
pend': ‘
From Thee they all begun, in Thee thall-end.
But, Lord, from thy great Self, thy Being flows,

That no Beginning, no Succeffion knows,

C 2 Nor

ANNoTATIONS.
V. 193, For at.thy Word) Ut dix’si -
; Ex nihilo capis fplendefcere mundus.

As to the noted Argument of the Bpicureans, that Nikilum fir ex
nibilo, Nothing is made of Nothing 5 if they would be content (fays
La&antins, 2. Inftit. 10 ) to extend the Interpretation of it no
further, than ro Things within the Reach of Natre, we fhould have
no Reafan to condemn it : For it is certain, thac Noshing is made of
Nothing by the mcre Strength and Power of Nature, But cannot
the Ommipotent God of Nature's [eIf form Worlds on Worlds from
Norhing 2 Has He notdoneit ® Gen, i 3. xvill. 14. Fob xxxvii.
Pfal. xxxiii. 9. Ixxvii, 16.Ixxxix. 11. cii. 25, exlvil 15, I, xlv. 12, 18.

— God fpoke out the World’s vaft Ball
From Nothing, and from no where call'd” forth all,

‘ . Cepley.
And Rochefter, in bis admirable Hymo to Nothing :
Yet Something did thy mighty Pow’r command
And from thy fruitful Emptinefs’s Hand 5 s }
Snatch’d Men, Beafts, Birds, Fire, Water, Axr, and Land.

Vo197, But, Lord, from thy . greas feIf)
“Tncipis abs rey ffincipisy in te definis ipfum,
Incipis idcirco ‘nunguam, nec definis unquam. :
“That' God hath always exifted, and always will exift, is a Propofis
tion {o infeparably united to Selfiexiffence, that the one gann_o;m be
! WK b s “" without

i
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Nor ¢’er fhall end : fince all thy Days aré Ore,
"200.In thee they all muft end, ‘where all begii’s
As lab’ring Years their finith’d Courfe renew,
And thro” the'beaten Track themfelves perfue;
Still running on the Rounds they run before,
JTill Thou command'ft, that Time fhallibe no
more 3 , : .
205. Who firft for Nawre’s Wheel:cut'ft oyt the
Road,
And bid’ftit move, dependent on its God.
But Future, Paft, are Terms, that wondrous Thou

A

Know’ft not, whofe Ageisone-eternal Now.
10 Whiat
"ANNOTATIONS. .
. without the other : For'to fay that a Thing cannot but exift, and at
* the fame time to fay’it has not exifted, or may nor exitt, is abfurd,
and a mere Contradi@ion. But tho’ no' Awribute is more clearly
demonftrable than ‘this, the Erermizy of God, yet as there is none
“which we are lefs able to form a clear and diftinét Conception of our
felves, or to explicate in a diftin@d Manner to others; I thall refer
you ta Dext. xxxils 40. Fofhn iil, 1o. Pfixc. 2. i, 12. axlv.
13. oxlviivo. Hfa: xl 28, il 15, Dan V. 34, Vi, 26e Fob,
i 4. 1 Per. i. 23, Rew.xv, 7.

b V. 208, Whofe Age is one _ercrnal Now) e,
? ————Sed Nunc hand labizur, unquam. ot )
" This may be look’d upon as a pretty Thoughe, but ‘tis faying no
more, than that the famé Inftant thall remain fot cver : And thus
we atwibute thar Succeflion to one.Inftant of Time abfiractedly
confider'd, whichweufed to attribute to Things exifting in it.. Where-
fore the Schoolmen call it nunc ffans, to diftinguith it from that zow,
‘which is a Di&'crenc; of Ti.mc, aﬂgl always owing. ., o4
Nothing is there to come, and Nothing paft,
Bur an cternal Now does always laft. Cowley,
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What has been done of Old, thy mighty Pow’r

210, Makes in Effect to ceafe, and be no more ;
‘What has been faid, fhall acthy Pleafure die,
And loft for ever in Oblivion lie.

Thou, Lord, forefaw’ft at one extenfive View,
The Follies bufy Mortals would perfue :

C3 215. Before

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 209. What has been done of old)

Quod faitum, infeftum facis, inditumque videri
Quod dictum eff : I hope, 1 have neither mifs’'d my
Author’s Meaning, nor contradiéted Horace, when he fays,

Cras wel atra
Nube Polum Pater eccupato,
Vel fole puro, mon tamen irritum,
ﬁ{zgﬂdmnque retro eff, efficier, neque
Diffinget, infu'fumque reddet
Quod fugiens fomel Hora wexit, Od. 29. 1. iil.

Or Milton, when he fays,

But paft who can recall, or done undo?
Not God Omnipotent, or Fate ! iX. 926.

¥.213. Thou, Lord, forefaw'[})

Qua: nobis cunque futnra
Sunt tibi fafta, oculifque tuis [ubjeda, priufquam
Terra parens foret, aunt celi pulcherrimus ordo.

As God, having created all Things, muft needs have an abfolute
“Power -and Command-over; fo- likewife muft he have™a peifelt
Knowledge of all things, he himfelf has made, antecedent in Nature to
the making them, He muft thoroughly have underftood all the
Natures, Powers, and Faculties, which He himfelf has given them,
and whatever they can, and will effe@t. e—aemee But this his Fore-
kuowledge being 1o be confiderd . only as an AQ of fimple Intelli-

gence, no more affe@s the Thing he foreknows will happen, :hahq-
i \R: e © “his
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215.Before the Earthon its ftrong Bafe was laid,
Or the Expanfeof Heav’n above difplay’d :
When Time was noty but thou were A1 in All,
Thou, God alone, the great Origial:
Then were the Good ordain’d in Heav’'n to dwell
220. And the poor theughtlefs Sinner doom’d to Hell ;
For thus to compenfate his ev’ry Deed,
E’er Man was born, thy certain 777/ decreed.
When to thy Throne our Hearts in Pray’r. we
raife,
Or tune our Voices to thy glorious Praife:
225.Before they were conceiv’d, thou heard’ft our
Pray’rs,
And grateful Sounds of Praife had reach’d thine
Ears.
Omnifcient

ANNOTATIONS.

his Afterknowledge affe@s what has happen'd : but rather fuppofes
the good or ill Ufe of human Liberty.v antecedent in the Order of

our Ideas to his Foreknowledge, Fiddes. Pfal. cxxxix, 1.  Afsxv,
18. )

V. 119, Thént were théGood )
Tunc quoque Te hos
Aut célo dignesy aut terte fontibits wmbris
Tronferipfiffe Feruht, et Jam fua premin cuique.
See 1 King., viii, 39. Jeb. xxxiv. 11, Pfal. vii. 9. Fer. xvii. 10,
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Onunifcient is thy Mind: a Flood of Rays
Shot from a’ thoufand Eyes the World furveys.
Numbers are vain : Thou artall Sight, all Eye,
230. Things future, prefent, paft, before thee lie
Nor need’ft thou vifual Rays to aid thy Sight :
‘All Things enlight’ning, to thy felf a Light,
Miftaken Man ! who vainly thinks to throud
His daring Crimes in Night’s all-cov’ring Cloud.
235. Since in all Parts of the unbounded Space,
Thy Prefence dwells: for God fills ev’ry Place 3
Cs And

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 327, Omnifcient is thy Mind)
Omwia fiis, et cuntfa wides.

Deus non particulatim wel figillatim omnin widet, velus alierngnse
conceptu hinc illuc, inde buc 3 fed emnia videt fimul. S:. Aug,

God’s Omnifcience does not only take in the feveral Species of
Beings, but all their Relations, Modes Powers and Properties at
once, by direét and immcdiate Insuition. Fob xxi. 1. xxviil. 24. xxxvil,
16, Prov.xv. 3.

V.233. Mifiaken Man ! ) That God knoweth the Hearts of Man,
and that ’tis Folly therefore to think to conceal any thing from Him,
is evideot from 1 King. viii, 39. 1 Chron. xxviii, 9. Fob Xii.22. xxvi.
6. xxx. 4, xxxiv. 21. xlii 2. Pfal xliv. 21, oxxxix. 4. Fer. xx.
32, Zeph, i, 12. Luke xvie 15. Afs 1. 24. xv. 8. 1 Fobniii. 20,

——— For what can fcape the Eye
Of God all-feeing, or deccive his Heart
Omnifcient 2 Milt. x. 5.

V235, Since i all Parts)
Omnibus inyne locis ades omms tempore,

As God is infinite in Duration, fo is He alfo in the Extent of his
Nature 3 which is fuch as cannot be terminated, meafured, :lru;x-
¢ ¢ i
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And what beyond thefe Worlds has its Abode,
Is all but the Imnienfity of God!
Thy Nature ftill, howe’er diffus’d it be,

240. Is ever uniform, entire, and free.
And tho’inall things thou haft fix’d thy Seat,
None fink deprefs’d beneath the mighty Weight :
Seat to thy felf : and on thy felf alone
Is built thy refting Place, and lafting Throne.

245. But
ANNOTATIONS. :

cluded out of any Place or Space, but is neceffarily every where,
7.e. coexiftent, and coextended with all Place or Space whatever,
at the fame Time. And this Infinity of Extention is what we call
the Immenfity or Omniprefence of God, and'is likewife infeparable
from Self-exifience. Gen. xxviil. 16. Fob ix. 11. Pfal. exxxix.
Were the Soul feparate from the Body, and with one Glance of
“Thought fhould ftart beyond the Bounds of the Creation 5 fhould it
for Millions of Years.continue its Progrefs thro’ infinite Space with
the fame A&ivity, it would fill find itfelf within the Embrace of its
Creator, and encompafled round with the Immenfity of the Godhead,

Addifom,

V. 240. Is ever uniform, entire, )
tamen omnis wbique
Integer ufque manes. ‘
As to the Mode, Manner, or Form of God’s Exiffence; it muft
needs be a fimple, unmix'd,- uncompounded Effence, in Oppofition
to material Beings made up of feparable Parts : It muft likewife be
uniform, 7 e. without any Variety or Difference in the whole. And
this alfo flows from Self-exiffence ; for it we fuppofe a Being capable
of ditferent Forms and Modes of Exiftence, it will follow, that it is
not neceffary that it fhould exift in any one Form or Mode what-
ever, i. e. in any Form or Mode at all ; and confequently, that it is

not neceffary that it thould exitt atall, (See wv. 180.)

V. 241, And the’ in all Things)
Non eneri tamen es rebus quibus infitus heres.
All
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245. But-didft thou not in all Things ftill refide,
And with impulfive Pow’r their Motions guide 3
The Heav’ns and Seas, and  this felf-center’d
Ball,
Wou'd into Night, and their firt Nothing fall.
Thy * Prefence  keeps, preferves, ‘diretts the
whole, ’
250. Kind Guardian of the World, its Life, and
Soul.

Yet when we own thy All-creating Pow’r,
And Thee, the great Original, adore;
We

ANNOTATIONS.

All Things are contain’d in God, but without any mutual Paffion 5
He fuffers nothing from the Motion of Bodies, not do they undergo

any Refiltance from his Omniprefence. Siv If. Newton.
"Avns fauT 0w, K dums favTs  wAfgns.
Philo,

Full of Himfelf th* Almighty (ate, his own
Palace, and without Solitude alone. Cowley.

V. 245. But didft thou net) »
Qued £ adeo non fit, fubito paffim omniz cafis

Cernere erit ruere, in wibilumque redafa referri,

It is repugnant to the Nature of Chance, that fo many mechani-
cal Caufes as are in the World, fo different in their Quality, and
which are always adting and exerting theit Force upon onc "ano-
ther, [hould not only once, fometimes, often, but always concur
to the fame ufeful Ends in oné continual and conftant Method: (For-
iuna amica cvarietati conflantiam refpuiz, Cic. ) We muft therefore
have Recourfe to fome wife, powerful, and felf-exiftent Being, who

3 2 upports
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We know thy Deeds are’ pure, and' puré’ thy

¢ s taMiviad 3
Nor ever are thy Thoughts intent on Ill ;

- Like
ANNOTATIONS.

fapports and preferves this Fabrick of the Univerfe 5 who puts a due
Stop to the Changes we obferve to be made in i, continues them
in their due Bounds and Limits, and regulates and orders - them in
fuch a Manner, that the Face of Natwre confifting of an infinite
Variety of Things continues {lill thefame. , M S. The Duraticn of
fucha Frame of Things cannot be conceived poflible, unle(s we fup-
pofe with the Pfalmiff, cxlviii. 5. That God hath nat euly com-
manded and they were created, but hath eftablifhed “them for cver
and ever, and made a Decree which they cannot pafs.

V.253. We krow thy Deeds are pire)
— Ipfe mali neque enim aullor in ulle es,

Tho> Ged forefaw (w. 213.) thatif Men were left to themfeves,
(and fo far he might juftly determine to leave them, . 699.)
they would abufe their Liberty and commit Sin , yet this not being
neceflary in the Ordér of Caufes, bue- purely accidenzal 5 God is here-
by free? from the Charge, at lcaft, of being intentionally ‘the Au-
thor of Sin; Befides, we muft diftinguifh the 47 itelf from the
Sin annex’d to it. The one is Phyfical, the other Moral ; the one
is good, the other evil ; the one comes from God, in quality of the
ﬁlﬁ Mover, 1 Cor. xix. 6. the other from the Corraption of Man’s
Heart, Gen. viii, 21. We muft not therefore accufe the firfk
Caufe, bur the fecond. . The fisft is ever purc and conftant, the fe-
cond vicious and irregular. — I confefs there are many Places in
Scripture, that feem to make againft us, but they are either to be
refolv’d into a bare Permiffion, where God a&eth not, but only ab-
ftains from ating, as Pfal, xiv. 2. AfHs iv.28. Ram. vil. 17, Fam.
i. 13. & Orinto fomething more, namely, the Efficacy of his
infinte Power in the Providential Government of Mankind, as a
Sam. xii. 11. XVi. 10, Prov.xx, 24. Jer X. 23. Rem. viii. 16.
Phil, ii. 3. Thefe, 1 fay, cannot bé look’d upon as a Permiffion
only, bur asthe Efficacy of that Providence, that goveras all Things,
cven thofe, that are moft free, and abfolute, the Hearts and Wills
of Men, For Men can do no more, and in no other Manner, than
what' God hath decreed : He guideth them to his own Ends, yet

guideth
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255. Like Man, who oft to his own Wclfarc blind,
Refighs his God. 4ad is by Hiith seign'd,
To all that Tyrant Paffion can fuggeft,
Or blackeft Image' of his guilty Breaft.

Agent in all, but Sin, we thee declare,
260. Yet ftill from Labour free, and ftormy Care,
Eternal Reft is thine, and foft Repofe,
That bearing all Things, yetno Preffure knows;
And when difpleas’d at Man’s ungrateful Sin,
Thou feem’ft to frown, ftill thou art Peace
within :
265. A

ANNOTATIONS.

guideth He them according to that Nawre which he hath put into
them. He caufeth good Adtions, He permitteth bad, He rules and
governs all, Prov, xix. 21. xxii. 1. Ephef.i. 11. But to
?ay, that God’s Antecedent Decrees fo over-rule the Wills and Ac-
tions of Men, as that they muft neceffarily fin, left his Decrees fhould
be fruftrated ; this is not only to make God the Author of Sin, but
to réptefent him laying a Schéme for the Punifhinent of his Crea.
tures forcibly fioning ; which can no more be reconciled with the
Ideas we have of his Juftice and Gooduefs, than to fay, he is the Au-
thor of Sin, can confift with the Attribute of Holinefs. Wherefore,
Jay mot Thou, It is through the Lord that I fell away, for thou
oughteft not to do the Things which he hateth. Say ‘not thou, He
hath caufed me to err ; for he hath 'no Need of ‘the finful Man.
Ecclus xv,  The Lord is tighteous, and holy in all bis Ways. Pfal.
oxlv. 7. Deut, xxxii. 4. 2 Chron. xii. 6. 1 Sam, ii. 2. Fob
viile 3. xxxiv, 16, xxxvi. 23, PJal. xix, 7. xxii. 3.

V. 263, And when difpleas’d)
Si fortz admiffis irafcere noffris. s
‘The Imperfeétion of our Faculties is fuch, that we are forc’d to
niake ufe of fenfible Images and Reprefentations to fhadow out to
us
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265. A gentle Calm plays fmoothly in thy Breaft,
\ And downy Eafe in its own, Quiet bleft.

Nor
ANNOTATIONS.

us fpiritnal Obje&s ; and in Condefcenfion to this general Defect of
our Underftanding, God fpeaks to us after the Manner of Men, is
grieved, is wroth, &re, whereas *tis impoffible for a pure and un-
compounded Spirit, fuch as God is, to be f{ubjedt to any Paffion ¢
The proper Import of which Word denotes a State of (uffering, a
painful uncafy Senfation, which can only be the Refult of Imper-
fettion. But God is perfet. v..288,

V. 265, A4 gentle Calm)

3 At requies tibi fumma, tibi alta
) Otia 5 rranquillique folutus mente quiefcis.

The Epicurean Philofophers form'd their Notion of the Gods be-
ing fupinely idle and at Eafe, upon that ftanding Maxim of theirs,
that Nibil fit beatum, niff quod quictum. Nothing can be happy,
but what is at ref?,

Wherefore fays Lucretius, 1. 1.

Ommis enim Diviim per fe natura neceffe eff

Immortali evo fummd ‘cum pace fruatur.

For whatfoe’er’s Divine muft live in Peace,

In undifturb’d, and everlatting Eafe,

Creech.
And, left the intermedling with the Affairs of the World fhould

bring Cares, Tronbles and Diftrations upon them, he fays their Na<
ture muft be,

Semota. ab noftris rebus, fejunSaque longe =
Far remov’d from us and our Affairs,

“But this is to circumfcribe the infinite Deity in the Figure of a Man,
and 1o meafure all his A&ions by the fame unworthy Model. Whae
can create any Trouble to that Being, who by a bare Inzuition is ac.
quainted with all the Springs and Wheelsof Nature, his own Work-
manfhip (v, 227.). wh&rcrfe&ly knows the Frame of the Univerfe,
and with a Word, a Nod, a Thonght, can dire& and rule the whole 2
(. 185.) And tho’ we own him abfolutely perfect, and grant that
his Nature is

Iela
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Nor is lefs conﬁant, than .fe‘rene 't'h'y Mind,
Inconftancy belongs to Hluman Rend: &
Thou art the fame for ‘ever as to-Day-:
240. Thy fourcelefs Beauties never can'decay.
‘Full ofthy mighty felf, Nothing from thee
Is foreign, or eftrang’d'; wheéther /o 'ié; L
O not be, fuits not thy Diviniey.”’ '

ot b So

Lo ANNOTATTIONS.
Isfa fuis pollens opibus, nibil indiga noffri :
N Q3418 1T N 10 oot nod ueree,

Sufficient to its, own Felicity ; o9y .
and sonfequently, that he ‘can reap'no ‘Advantage or additional Hap-
_pinefs from his Creatures : Yet we cannot think that God, the moft
excellent of all Beings, wants fo amiable an Attribute, as Goodnefs, or
Benewolence 5 and can he difpaly it clfewhere, than upon’his Crea-
tures 2 In a Word, Shafl ‘not the Judkeof vhe whole Earth do
Right 2 Gen. xviil. 25. ) \ g

V. 268, Nor'is Ie, x’t‘p'n_/fdﬂt )
Nris 2o ; Vari(;ng [fane aé murabile quicquan’’
PRl In. T non cadis, aut ﬂg{lm Infonftintia méntis, "
A Change in any thing, muft either arife from  fome. difagree-
ing or diftin@ Principle in the Subjeé&t of it, or from fome Canfe
external to its Subjeét ; but the Simplicity. oét\' God’s_Narure exempts
him_ from any Change in the former ,Rc?é , and his SelFexiftence
and ‘Tndependency “in"'the latter)* ‘As God‘theyefore%s 'ineapable of
various ov different Forms of ‘Exifténce “at the e Tinie; in ‘which
his’ Uniformity confifts, (. 240:) fo by dhé fame Way of Reafon-
ing, he appears incapable of different Forns ‘or' Modes’of Exiftence,
ar-different Times :* Whichi“[Hews him Tmmutablé dnd 'always “tlie
faime, Wwithouit “any * Alterarion: = Dan.’ vii*28. " Pfal. xxxiil. 10,7,
27, Rowt:i a9l "Heéb il 8.1 i 130 S Fam 1wl sy
“Thus changes Man, bitt God is conftant filf ;
To thofe eternal Grounds that mov'd his Will™ ™ *
Cowley,

vr

i

4.
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So rooted in thy felf : nor Chance, nor Fate,
275 Can €’er demolith thy eternal State,

Rich as thouart, when all the World is thine,
Yetall is buc thy felf; ithou Pow’s Divine,
And nothing can we add, or take from thee,
But what at once deftroys the Deity.
280. Thofe Wreaths of Light, that round thy Tem-
ples play,
Are all thy felf, Thou glorious Lord of Day.
When Life or Wifdom are to thee aflign’d,
. ‘That Wifdom, Life, art thou, creating Mind.
: Thou

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 282, When Life or Wifdom)

Dum wivis, id ipfum eft
Vivere 3 dum fapis, ipfa ades Japientia Tecum eft,

Whatever vital Powers we obferve in the Effe@, they muft of
Neceflity be_more eminently in the Caufe : God “only may be faid,
in the firi@telt Senfe, to Live, as pperating independently, and ha-
ving ‘Life in himfelf ' Fiddes, Pfal, xxxvi, 9.

“Ib. Cr' Wifdem )

A general Demontration of the infinite Knowledge and: Wifdom
of God,  is taken from his peing the Creator of the World; (2. 213.)
_butif ave confider fasther in what Manner he has created it 5 what
exquifizg Art.and :Contrivance. is 1o, be feen in the whole Frame of
“she Univerfes if weobfesve how wondesfullyevery thing is firted to
attain the moft excellens.and uleful Ends 3 we fhall have a more par-
ticular Confirmation, and a ftranger Evid:nce of :this divine Acribute
from Experience, and Mattec of Faé. . Every fingle Part of the Uni-
niverfe, which falls under our Cognizance and Enquiry, will fhe\g

’ y wit
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Thou immenfe, incorporeal. Spirit pure,
285. Dependent on, and in thy felf fecure,
Firm thy Refolves, thy Ways are ever fure.
For Wifdom infinite ne’er fought Relief
From fad Repentance, or relu&a:nt Grief, .-
ANNOTATIONS.

fhew with what admirable Defign it was made, and proclaim the
Knowledge and Wildom of its Maker, Job ix; 4., xii, 13.. %xxvi.
5. Pfal.cxlvil 5. Rom. xi. 33. 4 ) )

V. 287, For Wifdem infigite),
Nec Te operum piget Audorem, non penites unquam,

In Gen. vi. 6. Exod, xxxil. 14, 1 Sam. xv. 11, Jer. xv. 6.
God is {aid to Reépent: 5 bue Numb, xxiii. 19, 1°1. Sam, xv. 29, Fam.
i 4. 'tis faid, Thae God, the Strengsh of Ifracl,is not 4 Man thar
he fhould lye or. repenty; and that wish him there is po Variablenefs
or Shadow of Turning. "T'o reconcile thefe Places therefore, we muft
refolve the former into the Figures Metonymy, whereby the Caule is
put for the Effect ; and swthropopathia, " whereby human Paffrons
are improperly afcrib’d unto God. (v. 260.) 1 fay, improperly, for
otherwife it would argue eicher’ a’ Defe& in his' Wifdom and Know-
ledge, in that he did not at firft fee what was beft and ficteft ; or
in his Power, 'in thatfeeing it, he was not ablé to éffe&t ir, and
that his Counfel is not abfolute, but depends upon fecondary Caafes.
Whereas God is infinitely. wife, {v. 282.) 'anf powerful; (. 185.)
1f therefore God wills anany Time to change his own A&, (as our
Author here reprefents him) yet is: there no Change of his Will 5 his
Manner only of Adminiftration or Working is chang’d; his Prefcience
or ‘Counfel remaining ftill immutable, So the Interminations of
God, as inthe Cafe of the Ninmevites and of Fecomiah, Fer. xxii.
30, {Fe. are interpreted to imply a fecrer Condition of Repentance,
in Confequence of which” God “may’be fuppofed, or may oblige
himfelf by fome fecret Determination of his Will, to remit them.
Heb, vi. ¥7. For, (as Dr. . Fiddes obfetves) the Freedom of the Di-
vine il imports fo perfe@® and;abfolute ‘Freedom of Choice, that
all requifite Citcumftances being rightly difpos’d ' for A&ion, and the

Undex.



32 “To G O D
And ‘when thou feem’ft to have withdrawn thy
Hand, il
2g0. And Works, thine’'own “confeft, unfinifh’d
ftand S 7, 307
>Tis ftill thy better Purpofe to fulfill 5
" Thy Mind unbyafs’d, unreftrain’d thy Will.
Thy Will the fame as now, z%nd thy Decree
Stood fix’d the fame from all Eternicy. .
295. As when with pious Hands we ftrip the Mead,
And cull the Beauties of each flow’ry Bed;
Which into ariful Rows, or Ringlets wove,
Adorn l}';‘y:-’_llémpic,“ and fhew forth pﬁ'r Loves
So the coherent Chain of Things proclaim
300. A Caufe eternal, .and 2 Mind fupreme :
Whence :ﬂl vE-vents in clofe Connexion join,
Nor from their ffated Caufes e’er decline :
To this Contiﬁge‘nts too may be referr’d,’
‘ As in their Motions all this End regard :
: For
ANNOTATIONS.
" Underftandiog having previoufly defermin'd concerning the Propriety

sor Fitnefs of ity God may flill proceed at Pleafure to adt; or may
wholly fufpend A&tiofu> iy @i, 23. iv. 28,  Ephefii.g.
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305. For not a lifelefs Hair falls from our Head,
Without thy Knowledge, nor a Leafis thed.
Vain then are they, who Chanée, or Fate, adore ;
‘Who cringe to Fortune, or revere her Pow’r 3

D Ideal

ANNOTATIONS,
V. 305. For not a lifelefs Hair)
Ut non e moftro cadar ullus wertice crinis
Te fine, non ulle in fylvis ex arbore frondes.

God's Providence is as general as his Creation, governing all things'
by the fame infinite Fower by which they were made 5 or foon, (as
we before obferved) would this glorious Fabric of the World, andthe
great Family, and rich Furniture thereof fall into Confufion : But
not a Lilly grows in the Field, (Marth. vi. 28.) not a Drop finks
from the Clouds, (Dext. xi. 14.) nor a Hair falls from our Heads,
(Mazsh, x. 30.) withow the Eye of Prewvidence. Every Grafs hath
Meafure ; the Sands of the Sea are number'd ; the whole difpofing
of a Lot are in the Hand of theLord, Prow.xvi. 33, Matt. vi. 30.

V. 307. Vain then ave they) Cafus
Ef} nibil, et Fortuna nibil, niff nomina vana,
ue [umus infrmis commenti [enfibus ipfi.

Cicerg obferves, that Nihil eft tam abfurdum, qued won aliguis e
Philofephis afferar ; There is nothing fo abfurd, "but that fome one
of the Philofophers have afferted it. And indeed, what can be more
fo, than to impute the Creation of the World to Chance, a fortui-
tous Concourfe of Atoms, and I know not what ? Can any thing
be more vain and idle, than to deny a Providence 2 Or, with A4ri-
ftorle, confine it within the Moon’s Orb, leaving Nothing below to
its Direétion ¥ But thefe Extravagancics have been juftly exploded,
and their Pawrons fufficiently confated,

See Laffant, de Ira. 10,

Dominus babet Teflimonium totum hec qued fumus, et quo [umus.
Terwll.
By the Teftimony of the Creature we come to the Knowledge of an
Eternal, Independent Beng, by whom all Things elfe aic govern’da
an,
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‘Ideal Shades ! mere Creatures of the Mind,
310. With impious Maxims fraught, or Frenzy blind.

The many Caufes, that coﬂccal’d we own

Fromus, were to thy Omuiprefeience known,
Before

ANNOTATIONS.

and npon whom they depend. From hence, namely, from the ex-
cellent Order and Difpofition of the Univerfe, the Sroicks tock the
Notion of their TIvepar@: voies X, wupddlss ; Inzelligenr and fiery
Spirits. Anaxagoras bhis Nws, Mind (fee Note on Creech’s Lucret.
i, 78.) MHence Pythagoras, Plato, Trifmegiftus, and others, believ’d
the World to be endued with a rational Soul : And hence, every
good and honeft Man has Reafon to believe a Providence, 2 God,
who is the Difpofer of all Things, and who, being juft and merciful,
will take Notice of, and one Day reward him for his Piciy and
Virtue.

V. 308, Who cringe to Fortune )

Homer did not acknowledge Forsune, nor any where, 1 think, ufes
the Word Tdzn, bur fuppos’d thac all Things were order’d by a
certain Decree, which he cafls Maigay: And moft of the ancient Phi-
lofophers, who mention her, will'nor allow her to do any thing of
her own Power, but as fhe is the Minifter of Faze, or Providence.
pirgil indeed not only acknowleds’d her, but gave hei Cmuipozence
(/&n. vii, 334.) Pindar, (Clym. 0d. 12.) and Horace, (1 i.0d. 35.)
pay her the fame Refpe&t, " But Juwenal more wifely denies her
Heaven,

Te facimusy Fortuna, Deam, celoque locamus.
Fortune was never worfhip'd by the wife,
Bug fet aloft by Fools, uExrps the Skies. Dryden,

And our Author gives her Cother Lift out of the World;
Ef Fortuna nihil,

V.311. The many Caufes)

We meet indeed with many Difficulties in the Oeconomy of Pro-
widence 5 fuch as the Fall of Adam, the Propagation of Sim, &, for
it feems to us morejuft, that God in his Goodnefs fhould have pre-
vented the Fall of his Creature, or at leat fhould have ftifled this Evil
in its Birth, and not have fuffer’d it to fpread thro' ail the Pofterity of

dam : fothat Man is born to Mifery, as the Sparks fly upwards, Job
¥. 7. Add to this, the frange Confufion and Difordersthat happen inthe
World,
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Before the Heav’ns were made, or Time begun,
In conftant Rounds his annual Courfe to run
315. Iftherefore Thou to Man wilt not impart
The fecret Views of thy prudential Art;
If ftrange, and inconfiftent feem thy Ways,
( When Virtue meets with Scorn, and Vice with
Praife, )
Shall he of partial Judgment Thee arraign ?
320. Shall he of Wifdom infinite complain ?
No; but confefs, that he himfelf is blind,
That Shades and Darknefs cloud his guilty
Mind. '
For who the fecret Counfels hath explor’d,
Or known the Mind of Heav’ns Almighty Lord 2
‘D2 325. The

ANNOTATIONS,

World, particularly in the Example I have mention’d, (I confefswithout
Leave of my Aut%xor) when Vice triumphs, and Virrue is oppre(s'd;
or when the wicked perfecute the righteous : But all thefe feeming
Irregularitics muft be refolv’d into that Oracle of Ifaiah: My Thoughts
are not your Thoughts, neither ave your Ways my Ways, faith the
Lord : For as the Heavens are /Jig{er than the Earih, fo are my
lPVa_y: bigher than your Ways, and my Thoughts than your Thoughis.,
v. 8.

V. 323. For who the fecret Counfels)

Quis mentem abfirufum, quis Numinis alta profundi

Confilia explores 2 latet inforusabilis erdo. =
Tig
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325. The abftrufe Order of th’ eternal Chain

Long may we feek, but long may feek in vain.
Sooner Earth’s Centre might we hope to know,
And learn the Treafures of the Deep below
Than, curiousas we are, thy Footfteps find,
§30. Or trace thy Ways with an obfervant Mind.
Thou fitteft mantled in the Shades of Night,
Thick Veil ! not to be pierc’d by human Sight !

Into what dark Receffes have I pry’d ?

What diftant Regions of the World defcry’d ?

335. While over Plains, and craggy Steeps I rove,

Swift-wing’d with duteous Zeal, and ardent
Love,

In Search of Thee, whofe Voice th’ inclement
Sky,

The Winds, and wild tumultuous Seas obey.

That
ANNOTATIONS.

*Tis manifeft from the foregoing Obfervation, that God is incom-
prehenfible, not only in his Nature, but alfo in his Operations and
Properties: For as there is an infinite Diftance between 2 finite Un-
derftanding and an infinite one, fuch as God's is 5 fo the Thoughts
of an infinite Underftanding muft infinitely furpafs the Thoughts of a

finite one, fuch as is ours, Deut. xxix. 29, Fob v, 8. i, 7. xxiif
8, XxXvi. 26, XXXVii. 23.
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That thou haft vifited this Earth, *tis faid,
340. And of thy dazzling Glory difarray’d,
Here commun’d with our Fathers, greatly bleft !
I therefore, big with Hope, the Earth addreft,
D3 And

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 339. That thou haft wifited )

Our Author feems here more particularly to allude to Gen, xviii,
where of the Three Perfons that appeared o Abrabam, two are faid
to be Angels, and the third God himfelf. Dominus cum duobus An-
gelis ad ewm weneras. Sulp, Sev. And v.21. I will go down, faith
the Lord, and fee whether they have done altogether according tothe
Cry shat is come unto me. Like which, and robably borrowed
from it, (note on Odyfl xvi. 170.) are thofe Paflages in Homer :

Ocol Eelroraty tombres dmoduarer,
Tavroior TeA6Sor7es, éwispupion wAnas,
Avdpdmay VBpiv ¢ 1) tuvouiny spopdvles.

odyff. 1. 490.

They, curious oft of mortal A&ions, deign

1n Forms like thefe, to round the Earth and Main,
Jult and unjuft reording in their Mind,

And with fure Eyes infpeting all Mankind. Pope,

And O%id.  —— Summo delabor Olympo,
Et Dexs humani lyftre fub imagine formd. .
Met. i
The Clamours of this vile degencrate Age,
The Cries of Orphans, and th* Oppreffor’s Rage,
Had reach’d the Stars : I will defcend, faid Fove,
Difguis'd in human Shape, in Hope to prove
This loud Complaint a Lye. Dryden.

And fo Milton, 1. ix.  When God, or Angel gueft
With Man as with his Friend, familiar us”
To fit indulgent, and with him partake
Rural Repaft, permitting him the while
Menfal Difcourfe unblam’d, e

And 1. xii. ——— God oft defcends to vifit Mernt
Unfeen, and through their Habitations walks
To mark their Doings, sem————s
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Andask’d, in fuppliant Pofture, if fhe knew
Thy facred Coverts, or thy Paths cou’d thew 2
345. Loft in the Wind, my Words no Anfwer found ;
She on her Axis filent keeps her Round,
Self-balanc’d in the circumambient Air,
Still as fhe rolls, prefenting Scenes moft fair.
Here faw I Flow’rs, that broider fragrant Beds,
350. With lovely Hue, orrear their flourifh’d Heads 3
Wild Plants, and Trees, that from the feedlefs
Ground
Spring, and their fruitful Branches fpread a-
round,
Or with fweet Bloffoms fcent the wholfome Sky,
As dif’rent Seafons diff’rent Forms fupply.

355. Variety

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 349, Here faw I Flowers)

M. de Fontenelle, in his Plurality of Worlds, fancies himfelf fuf
pended in the Air without Motion, while the Earth wras round un-
der him in Twenty four Hours ; and he diverts himfelf with the in-
finite Variety of Things that appear upon the Face thereof 1 We
muft here fuppofe our Author in the fame Place and Pofture, but
in a more ferious Humour, and to better Purpofe.

V. 351. That from the feedlefs Ground)
De nulle femine plantas,
1 fuppofe our Author read with N. Heinfius,
e 1100 UllQ femmine fruges.  Visg. Georg, & 22,
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355. Variety of Creatures now invite,
And with their beauteous Liveries pleafe the
Sight,
That creep the Ground, or wing the Air, or
wild
In Foreft wonn, or pafture in the Field.
360. All whichto Nature’s certain Laws are prone,
And propagate no Species but their own.
Thus Flow’rs, Trees, Brutes, their mighty Ma-
ker fpeak,
And from. Thee only Prefervation feek,
'i‘hce, God of Nature’s felf, if the can claim

More than a Shadow, or an empty Name.
D4 365. But

ANNOTATIONS
V. 363. Thee, God of Nature's Self)

Arque ipfins orige
Nature, fi quicquam ilia eft nifi nomen inane.

*Tis thought by fome, that the Scope of the Leviathan in Job xli.
(fuppos'd an Affemblage of the Powers and Properties of all Crea-
tares) is to inform us, that we can no ways comprehend, how all
Beings are renew’d in the World in their fucceflive Generations ;
nor how the natural Faculties, which we obferve in Creatures, are
in them, or begintobe. But we may beaffur’d *tis the Work of God,
who is the Author of that very Narure, which Lucrerius vainly fays,
creates, nourifbeth, and preferveth all Things, L. i. v. 51, For, as
Cicero argues, Nibil eff praftantius Deo. Ab eo igitur mundum regi
neceffe eft.  Nulli igitur eff nature obediens aut fubjeftus Deus : Om-
nem ergo regit ipfe naturam. La&ant. i, 6. Nothing is more excel.
lent than God. By Him therefore muft the World be govern'd, God
is not obedient or fubjeét to any Nature 2 He therefore governs, or
is Lord over all Nature, 1
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365. Butah! invain through all this fpacious View,
We thy great Hight of Majefty perfue :
Still all we fee, is fated to decay,
And doom’d to all-devouring Time, his Prey.

The EarthIleave, and to the Seas repair,
370. Lafhing with ventr’ous Wings the yielding Air s
Becaufe, before the fprightly Lamp of Light
Broke from the dark Abyfs of humid Night,
Thy Spiric glanc’d o’er Chad’s dusky Face,
And faintly glimmer’d on the watry Mafs.
375. Down, down I plunge, defirous ftill to know,
If the Almighty holds the Deep below.

Moun-
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 367, Still all we fee)
Fam tuere boc circsm, dre. Lucret. v. 318.

Look round and view that fpacious Tract of Sky,
In whofe Embrace our Earth, and Waters lie, e
“Tis furely mortal All, Creech,

V. 373. Thy Spirit glanc'd)

Our Author here alludes to Gen, i. 2. where what Mofes had be-
fore call’d the Deep, he now calls WWaters ; meaning thofe fluid Parts
of the confufed Mafs, that being lighteft, were uppermoft. Now the
Spizit of God thus moved upon the Waters, that by its Incubation
{for fo'the Word meved fignifies in the Original, and is accordingly
render’d by Milton : On the watry Calm

His brooding Wings the Spirit of God out-fpread)
it might not only f{eparate the Parts of this confufed Mafs, bur give
them a wivific Virtue to produce whae was contain'd in them.
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Mountainous Heaps of Water I furvey,
That dreadful Monfters, hideous Forms difplay 5
‘Whales of enormous Size the Waves divide,
380. And fportful from their Noftrils fpout a Tide.
Swift racing here in Shoals the leffer Frie
Cut with fhort Silver Wings the liquid Sky 3
Tho’> Thoufands perith, Thoufands ftill furvive,
And ftill the propagated Species live,
385. In Number many 5 as the Kinds that fteer
Thro® the wide Ocean of the tracklefs Air,
Or wander in the Fields, four-footed Race,
Or ftreak the flimy Ground with finuous Trace,
But what more wond’rous than the primal Caufe,
390. That binds thefe Waters to refiftlefs Laws!

Twice
ANNOTATIONS.
¥. 382. I have borrow’d a Metaphor or two here from Cowley,
as she liquid Sky, the Ccean of the Air'; and he probably had them
from Lusretius and Pirgil. Luer, fpeaking of Bids, fays, & vi.v. 743+
Remigii eblite pennarum wela remittunt.
Ls. ACYis in IMAGRUT feTtHT MAYE e

So Virg. &En. vi. 15 Deazdalus
Prepesibus pennis aufus fe credere ceelo
Infuetum per iter gelides enavic ad Ar&s.

V. 9. Remigium alarum.

L il Vo 5200 e Pelorum pandimas alas,
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Twice, e’er the Sun revolving kindles Day,
And either World has mourn’d his abfent Ray,
Waves rolling after Waves, fwell high the rifing
Tide,
And twice fwing back, and in their Channel
glide.
395. Thefe above all their grateful Voices raife,
And loud proclaim their great Creator’s Praife.
But all Ifee, Tknow ; and know them vain,
And mortal all; 2 momentary Reign !
Still muft I feek that pure, eternal Light,
400. That fitsunfeen amidft exceflive Bright.

Hence from the watry to th® aerial Skies,
‘With pious Hopes elate, I boldly rife,
. And thro’ the vaft Expanfion wing my Way 3
If Chance, thy Pleafure here is to difplay
405. Thy glorious Se/f, and providential Care,
In the foft Bofom of the fubtile Air.
Here clam’rous Winds exert their boift’rous
Rage,
All fierce their blusP'ring Brethren to engage.
Here

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 400. That fits unfeen) Job xxvi. 9. 1 Tim. vi. 16
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Here mifty Vapours, Exhalations rife,

410. That darken with their flaggy Wings the Skies;
Till, when the Airno longer can fuftain
Itsunpois’d Burthen, they defcend in Rain,

Or gather’d into fleecy Snow, they fpread
A Virgin Whitenefs o’er the glift’ring Mead,
415. Or into Hail condens’d, with rattling Sound
Pour down, and pearly Corns rebound from
Ground.
Here thro’ riv’n Clouds thelivid Lightning plays,
And fwiftly darts to Earth the bearded Blaze :
Here awful Peals of mutt’ring Thunder roll,
420. That fhake with wholfome dread the humble
Soul.

All
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 415, Concretique inflar {alis borrida grando. .

You may guefs my Aim in the Run of thefe Verfes, and judge of
the Execution as you pleafe,

V. 420. Queque movent humiles audita tonitrun mentes.

Tho’ fome (qui numerum perfeite infanie compleverunt. Laftant.)
have arriv’d to that Pitch of Madnefs and Impicty, as not only not
to fear, but to deride and mock at Thunder and Lightning, and
fuch like dreadful P/enomena : as Epicurus, of whom Lucretius fays
boafting, Non fulmina, nec minitanti murmure, compreffit ce-
um, Not all the Thunders of the threat’ning Sky

Could fop his rifing Soul. ——

Yet
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All thefe rejoyce thy Sov’reign Pow’r to own,
And Thee their Maker fpeak, and Thee alone.
For who of Man, ---- or more exalted Kind,
¢ Spirits to Action Spiritual confin’d,

425. Can bid the Thunders roar, or Lightnings fly,
Or with the beauteous Rainbow paint the Sky ?

The
ANNOTATIONS.

Yet generally fpeaking, no nawral Effeéts whatfoever are more
apt to imprefs on our Minds Divine Fear ; as the fame Lucreriug
owns. L v. Cxi non animus formidine divum contrahitur ? &c.

What Mind’s uafhaken, and what Soul’s not aw’d,

And who not thinks the vengeful Gods abroad,

Whofe Limbs not fhrink, when dreadful Thunder hurl’d

From broken Clouds, fhakes the affrighted World 3

What ! do not Cities, Kings, and Nations fear 3 5
Creech.

e Nonne perfpicuum eff ex primd admiratione bominum, quod
tonitrua jaitufque fulminum extmuiffent, credidiffe ea efficere rerum
emnium prapeientem Jovem 2 Cic, de Nat, Deor. 1i,

So Lucan Per fulmina tantum

Sciret adbuc folum calo regnare tonantems

From Horace. Calo tonantem credimus Jovem regnare.

Fove by his Thunder fpeaks himfelf in Heaven.

V. 426) 1 find fince my Note on . 133. that others are of Opi-
nion, that the Rainbow did not appear before the Flood, as havi
no fuch Ufe or End then, as it has Ead ever fince 5 and that, if it did,
the Sight of it would have been but poor Comfort to Neah and his
timorous Pofterity, whofe Fear left the like Inundation might happen
again, was greater than could be taken away by any common or
ulual Sign.  Buc this is fcarce o materialas to require a Determi-
nation.
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The Works of God ! who thus with glimm’ring
Rays,
A Track of his own glorious Light difplays 5
Tho’ ftill remains invifible that Soul,
430. Or Spirit, thatinfenfibly pervades the whole.

Where ends this Track ? where thall I joyous
meet
With him I love, and fall before his Feet 2
If in the purer Zther high enthron’d
Above the Convex of this immenfe Round 5
435. Zealous Il thro® the pureft Ether ftray,
And tread the Ground-work of the milky Way,
Oh! for the Swiftnefs of the failing Dove !
While high amid the radiant Orbs I rove.
Fix’d thefe, while thefe in oblique Courfe advance,
440. And regularly move their ftated Dance :
Hence

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 439. Fix’d shefe) They are call'd the Fix’d Stars, becaufe
they obferve, (or at leaft feem to us to obferve) the fame invariable
Diftance from one another, and from the Ecliptick : They run not
thro’ one Degree of the Ecliptick fooner than in 71 7 19 D, 12 H,

V. 440. And regularly move)

“Tis obfervable, that the Stoics afferred and prov'd the Divine Pro.
vidence by the very Argument which the Epicuerans broughe to op-
pofe it. Lucres, v. 1181,

Praterea
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Hence Day and Night in grateful Turns appear,

And Seafons as they change compleat the Year.

Spting iffues forth, and Summer fwift fucceeds,

As Summer Autumn, Autumn Winter leads.
445. And now innumerable Stars, with Light

Not to be meafur’d, ftrike my dazzled Sight.

I gaze, admire, ftill hope that Light to gain,

Se long defir’d, and fo far fought in vain.

Soon asI faw the Glory of the Sun,
450. Glory, that with furpaffing Radiance thone,
Round whom the vulgar Conftellations lead
Their circling Dance, confeffing him their FHead.
Full

ANNOTATIONS.
Preterea cali rationes tempora werti, &c.

Befides, they faw the Heav'ns in Order roll,
Their various Motions round the {teady Pole,
The Seafons of the Year by conftant Laws,
Run round, but knowing not the nat’ral Caufe,
They therefore thought that Geds might rule above !
Poor Shift ! .
At mibi tam prafens rasio non wlla widetur, &c.
Manil. i. 475.

The Stars @ill keep one Coutfe ; they ftill perfue
Their conftant Track, nor varyin a new:
From one fix'd Point they ftart, their Courfe maintain,
Repeat the Whirl, and vifit it again.
A moft convincing Reafon drawn from Senfe,
Thar this vaft Frame is rul’d by Previdence,
Which like the Soul, does ev’ry Whicl advance,
It muft be God, nor was it made by Chance.
Creech.
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Full glad T chought, nonebut the Zord of Day,
Couw’d ¢’er fo bright an Eminence difplay.

455. Vain Thought ! however gay and ftrong he feems,
He thines, like lefler Stars, with furtive Beams,
Still feek I, tho’ with Darknefs ftill oppreft,
That Pew’r that all Things moves, himfelf at

Reft;

That Glory, that tranfcendent Majefty

460. That has for ever been, and muft for ever be,

Now in the vaft expanfive Heav’ns what more

Than the Etberial Minds cow’d I explore,

Intelligential Subftances, who crown

With radiant Luftre the Almighty’s Throne,
465, In minifterial Order wait his Will,

And duteous all his great Behefts fulfill :

Be it to turn a feveral Orb, or Sphere,

Or guide the Planets in their fwift Career.

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 467. Be it to turn)

Fuffeque rotasu
Sidera perpetno torquent volventia munds.
Aé&ive as fome Mind that wirns a Sphere.  Cowley
According to the old Opinion, that the Heavens were divided in-
* %0 [everal Orbsor Spheres 5 and thac 2 particular Intelligence, or An-
p gel
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I join’d the Choir : who all their Songs employ
470. In Praife, and form a Scene of boundlefs Joy.

Proftrate with rev’rent Awe, I One ador’d,

Whofebrighter Glories fpoke Him Sov’reign Lord.

They all exclaim, and humbly he decries

My Creature-Worfhip, and vain Sacrifice.

475. ¢ Far above us (fays he) fits God fupreme
¢« Without Compeer, to Him moft glorious
¢ Theme,
<« In wak’ning Raptures let the Heav’nly Choir
< Sing joyful, and retune the fpeaking Lyre.
He

ANNOTATIONS.

| was affign’d to each of them to turn it round to all Ecernity :
Like a Mill-Horfe, fays Scaliger 5 aud our Cldbam calls "em, (fome-
what too ludicroufly) Turnfpit Angels.

V. 474 They all exclaim)
Omnes inclamant ; in primis werba precantis
Ipfe arces, refugirque humilis, cus Thura parabam.

Alluding to thefe Words of St. Fobn ; And P fell as bis Feet to
aworfhip him, and be [1:d unte me 5 Seg thou do it nety I am thy
Fellow Servant, &c. Worhip God. Rev. xix. 10.

Neque Angeliy cim fint immortales, dici [¢ Dees aut patiuntur aut
wolunt.  Quorum unum [olamque officium [ervire nusibus Dei, mec
emnine quidguam, nifi juffu, facere. La&ant.ii. 16.

The Angels, immortal as they are, neither defire, nor will fuffer
themfelves to be called Gods ; it being their Bufinefs only to obey the
Will of God, and te do nothing bu:%y his Command.
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He faid, and ftrait in Praife of the moft High,
480, Triumphant Hallelujahs charm the Sky ;
No Voice exempt 5 no Voice butwell cou’d join

Melodious Part in Harmony divine.

<« Thrice Holy, Holy, Holy Lord (they fung,
<« 'With Holy Lord the Empyrean rung: )
485. ¢ Thou Father, Greateft, Beft, whofe fertile
Thought, .
¢ And Mind refleétive thineown Image wrought;
<« Likenefs exprefs from ‘Thee was form’d, but
How,

¢« Neither may Mati enquire, not Angels know ;
¢ As are the inmoft Thoughts of Man, conceal’d,

490. ¢ Which yet the babbling Tongue has not re-
¢ yeal’d ¢--<-

¢ But Simileis vain, and ufelefs here,
¢¢ Since all its little Arts can never clear

E ¢ The
ANNOTATIONS:
V. 485. Whefe fertile Thought)
Tu de fecundd mente wolutans

Concipis ipfe tui exemplum.
‘We muft not look upon the Divine Nature as fteril, but racher
acknowledge the Fecundity and Communicability of itfelf 5 upon
which the Creation of the 'World depends : God making all Things

by his Werd, to whom he firft communicated thac Omnipotency
which is the Caufe of all Things. Bp. Pearfin,
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<« ‘The Word ineffable : that came from Thee
< Alone, and has been ever, and muft ever be.
495. ¢ Therefore, Eternal asthouart, and One,
¢ Yet ever dwellswith Thee thine only Soz,
¢ Both reign Omnipotent ; are both immenfe,
¢ Of equal Glory, Pow’r, and Excellence :
¢ Both breathe eternal Love, with equal Mind,
500. % And equal Thought effentially conjoin’d:
¢ From whence proceeds the Spirit, God confeft :
¢ (Great Myftery, not by Words to be exprefs’d)
¢¢ ' Who reigneth with the Father, and the Son,

~

-

¢ Omnipotent, Eternal, Three in Ones
505. In
ANNOTATIONS,
V. §05. Three in One)

The Fews themfelves, as well before our Szvisur’s coming as
fince, have acknowledg'd a Plurality in the one infinite Being of God,
from the Intimations given thereof in their Scriptures, which they
likewife found co reftrain this Pleralizy to a Trinizy : Numb. vi. 24,
Ifa. vi .3, xxxili, 22. Dan, ix. 19. Hof. xii. 5. Concerning the Sez,
Pfal. ii. 7. xlv. 6, cx. 1. Prow. viil. 23, xxx. 4. Concerning the Ho-
&y Ghoft, Gen. i. 2. vi. 3. Numb. Xi, 25, 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. Pfal xxxiii,
6. Laftly of the Three Perfons together, Gen. i. 1, 26. xxxiii. 22,
ix, 7. Ifa. xi. 1. xlviii, 16. lix. 19. i, 1. And not to mention
Plate, and other ancient Philofophers, who are fuppos'dto have bor-
rowed the Belief of a Trinity from the Fews, (fee Dr, Cudworth In-
sell, Syff. p. 46. Gror. de Rel. Chriff. v. 21.) the wifeft, greateft,
and beft of Men in all Ages, have fubmitted to this myflerioxs Doc-
trine 5 as having upon Examination found nothing in it contrary to
Reafon, how far foever it be above iz. But there are fome, who
ftill affivm, that they cannot, nay, that they are not required 10 be-
lieve any fusther than what they know, or have Ideas of ; and con.

fequently
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505 < In Nature, One; in Perfonality
<« Diftinét 5 harmonious, wond’rous Unity t
E 2 As
ANNOTATIONS.

fequendy reject this Doétrine.  But if any one of thefe fhould fall in
my Way, and would condefcend to hear a Reply, 1 think, I thould
venture upon it in this or the like Manner : — ~ Sir, if by Ideas you
mean that a Man muft {o far have Notions of the Things he believes,
as to know what he means, and to be able to diftinguith them from
other Things, as that Three are Three, and One is One, yon may be
right : For how elfe thould we know what we believe, and what
not 3 Bue if by Ideas you mean Conceptions, and that you cannot
believe any” further than you cancomprehend, as how Three ntelligens
Agents, or diftinét Petfons, can be in firif Union sogether, fubfifiing
in one undivided Effence ; you confound Faith and Kmewledge, you
make Reafon the Meafure of all Truth, and are therefore, I prefume,
in an Error. ;

Befides, if you have no Intereft in reje@ing this Dodlrine, nor can
expeét any Advantage, but on the contrary,it may poflibly hurt yous;
fince this 1s to rejeét the Seriprures, the undoubted Word of God,
why. fhould you not ake the fureft and fafeflt Side > But why men-
tion I the Scriptures 2 you will fay ; There is no fuch Word as Tri
nity to be found therein : Mere Chicanery this ! For tho’ the Word
#ufelf, being Latin, cannot be found in the Originals, which are Hed
brew and Greek, yet if what is to be underftood by this Word be
found therein, and “tis one principal Defign of the New Tefament,
we have a Right to ufe it. Now the Scriprure fays, There isbue one
God, but at the fame Time gives the Names and Propeities that
are effential to God, to Three diftin& Perfons : From hence then
we deduce the Zrimizy in Unity. "Tis no Matter whether you can
comprehend it, or no ; this is not the only thing that is incompre-
henfible to us at prefent, yet neverthelefs demands our Affent, asthe
Infinity of God,&c. To believe,and to fhew our Faith by our Werks,
35 our only Bufine(s ; and we haye all Authority imaginable for {o do-
ing : Befides, no ill Confequences can attend it, and we may more
than hope ofie Day to be rewarded for our Obedience herein. Ae-
cept therefore this gracious Tender of new Life, fo mercifully begun
by the Farher, fo powerfully difpens’d by the Son, and fo perfeltly
finifl'd by the Holy Ghoft, Threc Perfons ‘and One God, blefled for
ever, Exod, xxiil, 20, with 1 Cor. X, 9. Fohn 1. 1.v. 18, xiii, 31a
XWW. 30. Xvile 5. Xvili. 28. PAil, ii. 6. g Fobn v. 7.
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As thou art God, the Son, and Spirit the fame,r

-
-~

¢ Yetboth in Manner of Exiftence, claim

A relative Diftin@tion : Neither Son,

510, ¢ Nor Holy Spirit art Thou ; but Ged alone
¢ Of all the Head, and Father ; before Thee

¢¢ Was none, nor other God thall ever be,

~
Ny

¢ For Godis One, with triple Honours crown’d,
¢ And in eternal Glory high enthron’d.

"« Moft
ANNOTATIONS.

V.. 509. A Relative Diftinion )

The Fathers always excepted the Paternity from thofe Perfetions,
which are commeon to the Father and the Soz 5 and held that the
Paternity was not communicable to the Son, nor the Sonfhip to the
Holy Ghoff. The three Perfons are alike in every Thing except the
Relations of Father, Son, and Holy Gboft 5 which diftinguifh chem,
and are incommunicable amongft them. See the following Note,

V. 511, Of all the Head and Farber)

As there can he but onc Effence properly divine, and fo but one
God of infinite Power, Wifdom, ang Maijelly ; as there can be but
ome Perfon originally of Himfelf fubfifting in’ that infinite Being ; fo
the very Generation of the Son, and the Proceffionof the Holy Ghoft,
undeniably prove that neither of thofe two can be that Perfon; for
whoever is gencrated, muft be from Him, which is the Genitor, and
whocver proceedeth, muft be from him from whom he procecdeth =
Whatever the Nature of that Generation or Proceffien be, (of which
more hereafter). It follows therefore that this Perfon, who is from
none, is the Fazher ; whom the antiem: Doctors of the Church have
call\d the Origin, the Root, the Fountain, and the Head of the Sox,
or of the whole Divinity. 1 Cor, xi. 3.

Ty capitis Caput, et primi Tw fontis origo, Hilar,

And here we may obferve, that wherefoever God hath been ac-

knowledg’d, he hath been underftood and worlhip'd as a Fasher,

and 10 all the Heathen Poets defcribe him :
Ha7ip
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515. ¢« Moft mighty Lord, at- whofe majeftic Nod,
¢¢ The Earth and Heav’ns with trembling own

<< their God.

While thus th® Angelic Choir alternate fing,
The wond’rous Praifes of their bounteous King,
Heav’n feems its facred Beauties to difplay,

520. And thew from far the glorious Lord of Day,

E 3 Oh
ANNOTATIONS.
Yarip dydledy Te Osavre Hom,
Divumque Hominumque Pater, Rex. Enn.

Divum Pater, atque Hominym Rex, ~ Virg, e, _

And the Scriptures diftinguifh him by this Name in Ifa, kiii. 16.
Ixiv. 8. Mal, i. 6. ii. 10. Mazth, vil. 9. xil, 50. xxviii. 19, Fobm
v. 26, Vi. §7: xiv. 28. xX. 17. Rom. viii. 15. 1 Cor, viii. 6. 2 Cor,
i3, Ephefii. 3. iv. 6. 1 Per, i, 3. Fam, 1. 18. 1 Fohniii. 1,

V. §15. At whefe majeftic Nod)
Cunéla fupercilio quatiens
As quew Dewm 2 fays Terence, Eun. iii, §
Qui templa cali fumma nutu concutit.
And Virg. £n, ix. 106.
Annuit, ef totum nutu mmcfuitoéfmpum.

From that grand and venerable Defcription of Fupiter, in Hae
mery 1, 1

SH, % waviyst i’ dptdor veles Kesvion,
— ubyay &’ iatArEey "OAvpTY

He fpoke, and awful bends his fable Brows
Shakes his Ambrofial Curls, and gives the Nod,
The Stamp of Fate, and Sanétion of the God.
High Heav’n with trembling the dread fignal took,
And all Olympus to the Centre fhook. - Pope,
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Oh Light ineffable ! that Angels fee,

Angels, immortal as the Deity,

Tho’ ftill on God dependant : Mortal Sight

Suftains not fuch a Flood of ruthing Light,
525. Or dimly fees, nor whether can I fay,

Or radiant Night it be, or gloomy Day.

But ah ! whence fprings this pure etherial
Stream,
As from th’ eternal Fountain, Light fupreme ?
All Lights whatever it exceeds fo far,
530. If any Light to this we may compare.
Earth’s artificial Days can never vie,
With the bright Order of the Starry Sky ;
And when the Golden Sun with orient Ray
Purples the fmiling Morn, and kindles Day,
535. The Stars, and all the Splendors of the Night,
Retire before his Beams with hafty Flight 5
The Sun, tho’ mounted on the Blaze of Noon,
By the Etherial Virtues is outfhone ;

But
ANNOTATIONS
¥. 521, Thas Angels fee)
Lucem quam cernunt clarins ipfe,

w~—— Ye Sons of Light,
Angels ! for ye behold Him —— Miiz.
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But Sun and Stars, and artificial Day,
540, And Pirtues at thy Prefence fade away.
Whence if fome ftreamy Rays break forth, they
fire
My raptur’d Heart, and all my Soul infpire,
But fwift, as from the Poles the Lightning flies,
They pafs, nor canI fill my longing Eyes.

545. Oh! wou'd fome friendly Pow’r draw off this
Cloud,
That veils the glorious Majefty of God !
That Heav’n wou’d all its facred Pomp difplay,
To which we bow, and pious Homage pay ;
The God unkmown ; whom thus with pleafing
Pain,

550. And ftrong Defires we feek, but feek in vain.
The more thefe anxious Doubts we ftrive to clear,
We grafp at Clouds, and beat the pathlefs Air :

E 4 Faft

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 540. And Virtues at thy Prefence)

To the majeftic Prefence of God we may apply thofe beautiful Ex.
preflions in Holy Writ. Bebold even to the Moom, and it fhineth
0%, yea the Stars are mot pure in bis Sight. Job xxv. 5. The Light
of the Sun, and all the Glories of the World in which we live, are
but as weak and fickly Glimmerings, or rather Darknefs itfelf, in
Comparifon of thofe Splendors which encompafs the Throne of God.
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Faft we perfue, the Obje¢t fafter flies,
And all in pitchy Dark environ’d lies.

555. Yet, fiill thy facred Shade attraétsthe Sight,
And feeds the lab’ring Senfes with Delight.

As fome to view the Motion of the Sun
truggling in dark Eclipfe, or crimfon Moon,
Lift not prefumptuous to the vaulted Skies,
560. Their Face erect, but pleafe their feafted Eyes,
While on the watry Plain, or polifh’d Glafs,
In various Shapes the dancing Image plays:
So look we notto Heav’n our God to knoﬁ',
But judge, from thy Impreffions here below,

Thy
AXNNOTATIONS.
V. 553, Faft awe perfuc) .
Here the Mind (fays M:. 444ifos) heaves a Thought now and
then towards God, and hath fome tranfient Glances of his Prefence =

When in the Inftant it thinks itfelf ro have the fafteft Hold, the Ob-

jeét eludes its Expe&ations, and it falls back to the Ground tired and
baffled. H4fd. xiii

F. 554, And all in pitchy Dark)

Tua fubtrahis ora ]
Nube tegens, piceeque involvis nubis amiftu.

How oft amidft

Thick Clouds and black, doth Heav'n’s all-ruling Sire
Chufe to refide, his Glory unobfeur'd,

And with the Majefty of Darknefs round

Cover his Throne 3} Milz.
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565. Thy great and mighty Pow’r: yet none can tell
In what thy Greatnefs, or thy Pow’r excell :
Nor higlicr fhall we climb, nor farther fee,
Till our Releafe from dull Mortality.

Scarce to our feeble Senfe thy Skirss appear,
570, What thou art not, we fooner can declare,
Than what thou art in lively Colours paint,
From this thy Pourtrait, vifible, but faint.
Creatures, that fwim, or creep, or walk, or fly,
The Tenantsof the Seas, or Earth, or Sky,
575. Allfpeak their Great Creator’s Pow’r divine,

Andall wefee, and all we feel is Thine.
And

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 568, Till our Releafe) 1 Cor, xiii. 12. Rev. i 16:
V. 569. Thy Skirts appear)
Terga sue funt bec et pafieriora fizure.

Our Auchor, wish Maimonidis, takes the Difcovery made 10 Mo~
fes, Exod. xxxiii, 23. to be the Knowledge God gave him of his
Works and Auributes, wiz. Thofe mention’d xxxiv. 6. And Greg.
Naz. thus expounds it,

N

Taire 33 7% O 7d swidia doa per’ Exevoy —

Thofe Thinzs are the Skirss or back Parts of God, awhich are after
him 5 whereby ke is known, as the Sun is, by its Image in the Wa-
tery&c.  Upon which Elias Cretenfis fays, The Face of God fignifies
his Effence before the Beginning of the World, and his hinder Parts
his Creation and Providence in the Government of the World,

1. §75. All fpeak their great Creator’s )

’ Buodcunque videmus
Sentimnfve tunm eff : nobis hec reddit image.

Thou
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And thus asin a Glafs, or liquid Stream,

Thy Glory fhines, but fhines a languid Gleam,

And who this Veil remav’d, can fee thy Face,
580. (Great as thou art, diffus’d thro’ endlefs Space,

From whom all other Lights their Light receive,

Self-Origin of Light) can fee and live?

We therefore tremble, and thy Name revere,

Struck at thy wond’rous Works with wholfome

Fear 3

Con-
ANNOTATIONS.

—— Thou God
Unfpeakable ¢ Who fitft above thefe Heav'ns,
To us invifible, or dimly feen
In thefe thy loweft Works : Yer thefe declare
Thy Goodaefs beyond Thought, and Pow’s Divine.
Milton vs

¥. 582. Can fee, and live ?

We find when the SCHECHIN 4H or divine Glory fill'd the
Tabernacle, Mofes con’d not enter therein but on Peril of his Life.
Exod. xl, 35. Nor could the Priefts afterwards enter into the Tem-

le, which was built by Selemon, and confecrated 10 God by folemn
grayer, when the Glory of the Lord had filled that Houfe, 2 Chron.
.yii. 1. And from Exod. xix, 21. xxxiii. 20, Judg. xiii. 22. Job ix.
£3. Febx V. 24. 1 Tim. vi. 16, ’tis manifeft, that the Vifion of God
in his fpiritual Majefty is not in this Life. We undesftand therefore
by his Appearance to Facob, Mofesy &c. Gen. xxxii. 30, Exod. xxXiv,
10. Deuts Vo 24. Numb. xii. 8. xiv. 14. Fudg. xiii. 6. vi. 22. That
femewhat was obvious to their, Senfes, that plainly difcover’d the
more immediate Prefence of Gaa})\fo that they need no more doubt
of it, than of one talking with them Face 10 Face ; not that there
was any Similitude whercﬁy Idofatry might pretend to reprefent Him.
Deit.ivs 15. Fob iv. 16. 1 Foba iv. 12.
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585. Content fome peaceful Comfort here to find ;
Nor to the Throne dare raife our humble Mind,

Hence from an univerfal Fear bega.n\
Thy Title, DEvus, fays conceited Man ;

But
ANNOTATIONS.

¥. §87. Hence from an univerfal Fear)

Omnibus es timor, unde D EUM dixiff priores
Te credunt aliqui, vere rationis egentes,

All Men have naturally fome Idea of God (wv. 151.) to which they
prefix a Name, which in almoft all ' Languages denotes not his ab-
{tra&, mewaphyfical, and abfolute Idea, but his religious, popular,and
relative one, a fovereign Being, upon which all of us depend, and
whom we muft of Neceflity adore. Whereupon Porflius obferves
that God did never difdain any of thofc general Names which the dif-
ferent People of the World made ufe of todenote him by. Former-
ly the Pagens, and particulacly the Philiffines, call'd God, Elohim,
and he permits this Name to be given him in the Old Teftament ; as
he does that of @sd¢ in the New Teftament, tho’ it be derived from
the Barbarians or Gentiles, who knew not the True God : And hence
we call him D EUS, which was a Roman Term, when they had no
other but falfe Gods. For it feems indifferent what general Name we
ufe, fo they all equally anfiver the fame Notion that we have of a
Being that created all' Things, is Sovereign over all, andto whom
we owe eternal Adoration. Butbecaufe fome have deriv’d this Word
©¢¥s, Dews, from ALG-, Timor, Fear, (tho it may as well be de-
siv'd, ¥ 7% 08y, or Sm 7« &0ay, &c.) and others, as Lucretius,
1. v. and Szatizs have aflerted, that Fear introduc’d the Godsinto the
‘World, and was the general Caufe of Religion,

; Primus in orbe D EOS fecit Timor, —~

>Tis requifite to obferve (with the learned Dr. Lasghrox, late of
Clare Hall, Cambridge,) That the Belief of a God, univerfal as it is,
cannot be thought to proceed from any Fears of Mens own Minds,
or a certain Jealoufy of the worft that may happen incident to our
Nature, which is ‘apt to_imagine dreadful Things. For though this
may be general, yet, befides that the Notion of a God comprehends
in it not only Pewer and Fuflice, but alfo Mercy and Gosdnefs, which
<can never be the Produce of Fear; 1fay, befides this, it is much more
probable, that the Fear of a fupreme Being fhould be the Confequenc;

v an
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But let the vulgar, and the guilty Crew

590. Cowring with Horror, dread thy Vengeance
due s

Be thouall Loveto me, and Joy, and Peace,

Nor ever let this poignant Pleafure ceafe ;

Let this my other Paffions all controul,

Abforb my Thoughts, and grow jnto my Soul,
595. Entranc’d in holy Fervor, let me lie,

Till all my Senfes fail, I bleft and bleffing die,

Yes, let meever breathe this ardent Love,
Mindful of what I owe to God above :
That I the Springs which Life and Motion give,
600. Free Pow’r to Will, and A&, from thee rer

ceive,
That
ANNOTATIONS.
and Fffe@, rather than the Caufe jof the Belief of it; and that the

Objet fhould rather precede and raife the Paffion, than be confe-
quent to, and created by it

The Fear of God is Freedom, Joy, and Peace,

And makes all Ils that vex us here to ceafe,

Tho’ the Word Fear fome Men may ill endure,

*Tis fuch a Fear as only makes fecure, Waller.

V. 597. Yes ket me ever )

The Love of God (fays Mr. 4ddifen) thou'd be kept awake in us,
at all Times, and in all Places, and poflefs our Minds with a perpe-
tual Awe and Reverence : It fhould be interwoven with all our
Thoughts and Perceptions, and become one with the Confcioufnefs
of our Being.
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That in thy glorious Image I was raisd,
Be ever bleft thy Name, and ever prais’d.
But fweeter Sounds than e€’er from Human
Tongue
Harmonious flow’d, or Saints departed fung,
605. And greater Deeds thy boundlefs Merit claims,
Tho’ Racks I wearied, and expir’d in Flames.

Come holy, eternal Light ! ah! doft thou fly ?
Muft Iin Darknefs ever mourning lie ?
Emerge, thou Brightnefs, from thy Shades arife,

610. And fpread thy radiant Glory thro’ the Skies,
If nor the tender Nerves of human Sight
Can bear the Flood of uncorreéted Light,
Nor Mortals hear the mighty Thund’rer’s Voice,
But hearing die, in Death will I rejoyce.
515. For

ANNoTATIONS.
V. 601, That in thy glorieus Image)
—— Sanéle tus imaginis inftar,
As to the Faculties of the Soul, not as to any bodily Shape; *
‘0d% 37 drdedan Abye
Tioux' ¥m' 7% Ok Abyr.

Epicharm.
The Reafon of Man is deri’d from that of God.

"Einéy i5° Bylgamos epuity Abyoy 3p3r Exguas.
$ikyl, v,
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615. For Love Ten Thoufand Deaths I cou’d fuftain,
That Love of thee, which thrills thro® ev’ry
Vein, -
And pierceth all my Bones, Night gives no Eafe,
Nor mirthful Days my captive Heart releafe.
As when from Covert of the thady Grove.
620. The fpeedful Hart by deep-mouth’d Hounds
is drove,
Swift as the Wind, he fweeps the {corching Plain,
Defirous fome known healing Stream to gain 3
So pant I after thec, and wait the Hour,
‘When thou fhalt pour from Heav’n the grateful
Show’r.
‘625, Open, ye Heav’ns, and with foft-falling Rain,
Heal my parch’d Tongue, and *fwage my fev’rith
Pain.

How
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 615, For Love Ten Thoufand Deaths)
10%e LupiSuar, (fith Gorduis, the Martys, in St. Bafl) g
Mduey@ Smie Xetss womndiis dmobavin.
How forry am I that I can die but once for the Loe of Clrift !
V. 619. As when from Covers ) Pfal, xlii. 1,

V. 625, Qenty ye Heawens) Pfal. kxiii. 1,
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How long before Heav’n’s Threfhold muft I lie,
Darkling 5 help, Lord, or now I faint, I die,
Lift up your Heads ye Doors: be thou, great
Pow'r,
630. Lift up, for thou art to thy felf the Door.
And entring in, fuftain me with thy Mighc,”
Thro’ all the dazzling Realms of heav’nly Light,
In envied Wealth I feck not to be great,
Nor Tinfel Honours court, nor Pomp of State,
635. But thee thy felf : here centre all my Joys,
This all the Longings of my Soul employs,
Shine forth, O Lord, in Rays divinely bright,
Piercing thefe murky Clouds of envious Night.
Fair as the Sun, when firft his golden Ray
640. Thro® low’ring Clouds reveals the ling’ring Day,

But if thy Spiritexceeds all human Senfe,
Pure, incorporeal, infinite, immenfe,
Known to thy fcIf alone, whofe facred Mind
Is to no Partsof Place or Space confin’d 5
645, Yet

ANNOTATIONS,
V. 630, Lift up your Heads) Pfal, xxiv, 7. .
V. 630. For thou art to shy felf the Door) Sokn x. 9.
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645. Yet, gracious Lord, let one enliv’ning Spark,
Shot from thy Prefence chear this horrid Dark,
And if too great thy Glories all unfurl’d,

(As when with Fire thou fhalt have purg’d the
World)
Yet from thy pow’rfil Influence and Abode

650. In us, and all Things, let me learn, my God 3
Or, as thy Greatnefs dwells in Minds infpir’d
With heav’nly Thoughts, and Godlike Virtue

fird!
Or may I fee thy beatific Face :
Darkly, as thro’ th’ experimental Glafs ;

655. Or may I fee, (if fuch a glorious Light

Be not too ficree for tender human Sight )

Thofe
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 648. As when with Fire)
Quod dabitur, fimul orbem acri laflraveris igni.

As our Author ftarce mentlons one : Tenet wherein we differ
from the Romifh Church, fo he alludes not here, nor indeed any
where elfe, to her vain, however gainful Docrine of Purgazery § but
to the general Conflagration at the laft Day, when the Glory of the
Lord. fhall appear, and the Saints fhall behold him Face to Face,
1 Cor, xiii, 12.

V. 655. Or may I fee)

*Tis thought the Heathens had either read, or heard of this Flad
oning Bufh, as appears from the feveral Quotations of Ewuftbius,
(Prep. Evang. 11X, & 27.) where Artapanus mentions it, but in a

Difgyife,
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Thofe golden Honours that on Horeb blaz’d,
Where the foft bleating Charge of Mpfes graz’d,
When round the trembling Bufh play’d lambent

Flames,
660. And from the unfing’d Leaves flath’d fiery

Streams.
Butoh ! how fhall a finful Mortal bear
That Brow, whereon fits Terror moft fevere ?
Or fuch, as when the horrid red’ning Smoke
From Sinai rofe, and Peals of Thunder {poke

F 665. Thy

ANNOTATIONS.
Difjuife, faying, it was a Fire that fuddenly broke out of the Earth, and
flam’d, pi7e CAng, pie dns Tivds EvAdes ¥ous & Thwp, when
there was no Matter nor any kind ot Wood in the Place to feed it ¢
But an ancient Tragedian (c.28.) reports it exaltly as Mofes has
done, Thas the Bujh feer’'d 50 burn without being any ways confus
med.

So we read in Semeca, Thyeff. 670.
Quin tora folet

Micare flammé filva, et excelfe trabes
Ardens fine igni.

And Lycan, . iii.
Non ardentis fulgere incendia filve.
With many more to the fame Purpofe. . See Huet, Quaft Aln.

ii, 12,

V. 663 Or fuch, as when)
Exod. Xix 88 xx. 18, Deut. iv. 11, In thefe InftancesGod (who
is not to be feen perfonally, v. 582.) gives fuch a Reprefentation of
Glory
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665. Thy great Advance ? the Mountain felt the
Load,
And fhook beneath the Footfteps of a God.
But great thy Goodnefs, and I ftill prefume

To ask thy Prefence, tho’ I meet my Doom,

No longer let my hated Sins reftrain

670. Thy faving Call, and force me to complain.

As, when a pious Madnefs of the Mind

Urg’d zealous Paxl thy Infant Saints to bind,

And he to Prifons hall’d thy faithful few,

And fearce from Murder’s crying Sin withdrew,
675. To give him Light intolerable Beams

Pour’d from the Sky in long cthe‘riall Streams,

That

ANNOTATIONS.

Glory and Terror to Mofes and to the People, as to make them aw-
fully apprehenfive of the divine Majefty,

"Ixme 38 wllimtde wodtay 4Ae wnpdoy
‘P tyroy £2ib/]O deifrarer AE Ogoi wep.
Hom. 1. ¥. 70,

I'mark’d his Parting, and the Steps he trod;
His own bright Evidence reveals a God, Pape.

And ’ds not improbable but that from hence the Perffans borrow’d
the Story of their Zoroafler, who, fay they, wandering in Defert Pla-
ces, was carried up into Heaven ; where he {aw God encompafled
with Flames : But the Sphendor was {o great thac he could not behold
them with his own Eyes, but with Eyes that the Angels lent him. —

And there he reccived from God a Book of the Law.
Huetius.
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That delug’d all the Road, and brighter thone

Than the faint Luftre of the blunted Sun;

And as thy Voice his gen’tous Heart reclaim’d,

And bid him teach the Name he had blaf-
phem’d 5

So, Lord, convert mé from my wretched State,

If true Repentance never -comes too late :

If all, who in thy dying Son believe,

Mercy, thy darling Attribute, receive : -

As thy paternal Love, and gracious Care

Extends to all, that breathe the vital Air;

Nor ever will thy facred Deity

Leave us forlorn, till we firft break from thee.

Thou inour Minds haft fow’d the Golden
Sceds,
Whence {prings the heav’nly Worth of all our
Deeds, ‘
That firft we Will, is from thy Pow’r divine,
And have full Strength to a& our Will, is
Thine. ‘R
Till we ourfelves negle&t thy 'oﬁ'er"d Grace,
Moft obftinately break from thy Embrace,
F2 695. And
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695. And willful to incur thy unmeafur’d Hate,
In Paths deftruétive labour out our Fate,
Tho’ from thy Bounty all our Joys proceed,
And full Sufficiency in ev’ry Need,

Yet are we free to chufe ; freely they fall,

200, Who in the Bond of Sin themfelves enthrall.

Devote
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 699. Yet are we free to chufe)

Quodlibet audendi tamen ommibus «qua poteflas.

So far as a Man has Power to think, or not to think, to move,
or not to move, according to the Preference, or Dire&ion of his own
Mind ; fo far isa Man free : The a&ual Exercife of which Power is
Volition, or Wiling : And we are (o confcious of fuch a Liberty and
Indifference which we perceive in ourfelves, that we comprehend no-
(hing more perfeétlv, nor wirh greater Evidence. This is what Epic-
tetus call'd 1 &p” iuiv, eatuleesr, exdavlor, mepsumbdlisiy, and
Epicurus, ™ wdg nuds, and fays adrar, Tiy aeoaigtar ¥d° o
Z¢0s vinvious N've]es.

Per quam progredimur, quo duciz quemgne voluntas.
Lucre, ii, 258.
— Trakit fua quemque voluntas. Virg.

Now tho’ we cannot comprehend the Extent of God’s Wifdom and
Power, fo as to know how, and by what Means, be leaves the free
A&ions of Men undetermin’d, yet thus far we may venwre to fay,
That if God to prevent Man's Sin had taken away the Liberty of his
Will, he had likewife deftroy’d the very Foundarion of all Virtue, and
the very Nature of Man : *Apdfis &y ulf avéans 7 éxéorory dvéans
duTiis 2 7hv soiey. For Viciue would not have been fuch, had there
been nou Poflibility of a&ting connary to the Rules of it 5 and Man's
Nature had been divine, becaufe impeccable,

Ods av ubvG Ti70 ¥yt TS Yhpas.
God made us to his Image 5 all agree’ }

That Image is be Soul ; and that muft be
Or not tgc Maker’s Image, or be free. ——

God
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Devote to Ruin ; and as free they ftand,
Who pay Obedience to thy juft Command ;
For ever happy, asthey ever love,
The Path that leads to Joy prepar’d above.
705. Tho* Man for this due Praifes cannot give,
Nor ought of God full worthily conceive :
Tho’ Man with ell his Artin vain effays
To reach thy Majefty with pompous Phrafe ;
Yet art thou pleas’d to hear his grateful Voice,
710. And in his decent Piety rejoyce.
F 3 No
ANNOTATIONS.
o fovcd e e o e toreio e Wil
Freedom was firft beftow’d on human Race,

And Prefeicuce only held the fecond Place.
Dryd. The Cock and the Fox,

And fays the Angel Raphael to Adam —

God made thee perfet, not immutable ;

And good He made thee, but to perfevere

He left it in thy Pow'r ; ordain’d thy Will

By Natwre free, not over-rul'd by Fate

Inevitable, or ftrict Neceffity. Milton, v.

V. 709. Yet art thou pleasd)
—— noftras tamen optime laudes
Non refugis, gaudefque hominum pietate bemignus,
Of Bounty *tis that he admits our Praife,

Which does not Him, but us that yield it, raife,
Waller,
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No fooner did this World of beautecous Lighe
In Order fpring from univerfal Night ;
Bur all Things, that the wond’ring Eye furveys,
And all conceal’d in Heav’n, Earth, Air, or
Seas,

715. Thy unexampled Love and Praifes fung :

The Heav’ns, and all the Conftellations rung :

The Synod of bright Pirtues fwell the Sound ;

From Pole to Pole the trem’lous Echo’s bound :

The Sun’s ftrong Raysin Heav’ns high Road
advance ;

720. The Planets of the Morn before him dance.
The Moon, and Thoufand leffer Stars appear
Spangling with Light the glitt’ring Hemifphere.
Ev’ning and Morn alternate Songs employ,
And in the gen’ral Triumph fpeak their Joy.

»25. Loud Peals of Thunder fhooting forth a T'rain
Of blazy Terrors, fhake th’ etherial Plain :

The noify Main returns the lengthen’d Sound,
And golden Sands in {portive Gyres wheel round.
While all the hideous Montters of the Sea,

230. Flounce in the Waves, and gamefome Meafures

lay.
3 The



the' FATHER. 7%

The Earth its Head above the Waters rears,

And all its joyous Family appears :

But neither Cattle paftur’d in the Field,

Nor Lions fought their Prey in Forefts wild,
735. Nor Birds, norcreeping Infetts tafted Food,

Till all by Inftin&t glorify’d their God,

And fung the Praifes of th’ Almighty King,

Who into Being call’d, and gave them Pow’r to

fing,.

‘Whilft thou, invefted with a radiant Cloud,
740. Didft fee, well-pleas’d, that all was fair and

good :
F 4 So

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 738. Who inte Being call'd)

All the Philofophers before Arifforle acknowledged the World to have
had a Beginning ; and all, excepta few mad Followers of Epicurus,
agreed to the Mofaic Defcription, or fomething like it, in the Forma-
tion thercof, afferting it to be the Work of God. We might pro-
duce innumerable lniantcs from the ancient Poets to che fame Purs
pofe, buc one thall ferve our Turn, who fpeaks the plaineft,

TEig 7ais danbeatar &s isiv @sds,
*O¢ seavty 7 twke, ) yaiar uangdy
Tlorss 72 Xagomy aidua, 1’ ariuer Ciag.
Sophocless

One God there is, who form'd the Heav’ns,
And Earth’s extenfive Length,

Who gave the Sea its farging Waves,
And to the Winds their Strength,
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So joys the Father of 2 num’rous Race,

With genuine Beauty bleft, and heav’nly Grace;

‘When they his wholfome Precepts dutcous hear,

Honour their Parent, and their God revere :
745. A filent Pleafure fwellshis rapt’rous Breaft,

He gives his Bleflings, and himfelf is bleft.®

Man laft was form’d : of the prolific Ground
Fair OF-fpring, who the new Creation crown’d ;

Ere&t

ANNOTATIONS,

V. 747. Man laft was form’d)
Tandem natus howo eft. )

We cannot but obferve (with Bifhop Parrick) how much more
magnificently Mofes fpeaks of Man than any Philofopher ever did,
who had not read, nor heard of his Account : They indeed call him .
utgdy xbopor, a little World , but Mofes makes bis Greatnefs to
confift not in his Likenefs to the created Werld, but in his being
made (as Greg. Nyffen. (peaks) d7’ exbre 745 74 xrioar]G- ou-
ocwg 3 after the Image of the Nature of Him who created all things.

Whereupon Place calls him Se0eidli g&em’ng}\ov. And Owid comes
very near him, Mez, i.

Sanilius bis animal ; mentifque capacius alte
Deerat adbuc, et quod dominari in catera pofSet.
Nazus bomo eft, &c. '
A Creatre of a more exalted Kind,
Was wanting yet, and then was Man defign’d ¢
Conlcious of Thought, of more capacious Breaft,
For Empire form’d, and fit to rule the reft. Dryden,
When by his Word, God had accomplifh’d all,
Man to create He did a Council call,
Employ’d his Hand to give the Duft he took
A graceful Figure, and inajeftic Look,
Wich his own Breath, convey’d into his Breaft
Life, and 2 Soul fit to command the reft,

Worthy
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Ere& his Stature, and his Front ferene,
50. Of comely Gefture, and of awful Mien,

Bleft
ANNOTATIONS,

Worthy alone to celebrate his Name
For fuch a Gift, and tell from whence it came. Waller.

1. Of the prolific Ground

Fair Off-fpring,
Gen. it 7. 1 Cor. xv. 47. And to this bear all the Poets Witnels.
“Hoatsoy I’ ixtAsuos meemavndy 377 Tdyisa
TaTay Odles pigesr, iy d° avbedms Biuey dudiv-
cfiod. op. ez dich.

"ANN’ Sués pdo wdiles Odwe 1) e évnds. Hom, IL n.
) >y 3 3 -nl g
Ofer Ménasay & 7 cip’ doindle,
Evral)’ aaiials, wvelpa udv apos dibia
To cbpa & sis 3. Euripid, Supplic.
TInads & MpopnfesG- Callimach.
Virg. Georg. ii. 340, Virdmque
Terrea progenies duris caput extulit arvis.
As Ladantius, Huetius, and others read it, and explain it by the
Jatter End of the Verfe.
So " wuwvenal, vi. 13.
Compafitique luto nullos habucre parentes.

Now among the many pious Reflections made upon this Original
of Man's Body. none feems better than Nazianzen’s, *Iy" §1ar
tmapoucla Md i ginbva, i+ xer quseArdpela. Thaswhen
we are sifted up with the Thoughts of being made after God's Image,
the Confideration of being Dirt may kumble us again.

V. 749+ Ereit bis Stature)

Capitque mover:
Gleba recens, calogue arresos sollere wultus.

From
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Bleft with fuperior Senfe, more heay’nly Worth

Than all the Brute Inhabitants of Earth;

Strong
ANNOTATIONS.

From Cwid. Met, i
Promayue cum [peflent animalia ceters tervam,
Os homini fublime dedit, celumque videre
Suffit, et eredos ad fidera tollere wultus,

Thus while the mute Creation downward bend
Their Sight, and to their eacthly Mother tend,
Man looks aloft ; and with ere@ed Eyes
Beholds his own heredirary Skies,

Sed wibil prodeft haminem ita effe fidum, ut reflo corpore [pedet in
calym, niff erefld mente Deum cernaz, et cogitatio ejus in [pe vite
perpetuse tosa verfetur. Ladtant. —  But it profiterth Man ‘nothing,
to have been fo fram'd, as that with his Body ere& he can behold
the Heavens, unlefs he lift up his Mind alfo in Contemplation to be-
hold his God, and his Thoughrs be continually ¢mploy’d upon the
View of eternal Life. .

V. 75, Bleft with [uperior Senfe.

From thar Struggle and Conteft which we find within ourfelves,
when the Blood and Spirits carry us one way, and fomerhing elfe
within us refifts that Inclination, and forcibly hurries us another, we
have Reafon to think that Marzer with its Motions and other Qualities
is not the whole of our Compofition, and that hunan Naure being
capable of judging, apprebending, reafoning, &c. (which are Proper-
ties very different frem thofe of Marzer, Figure, Motion, &c.) confifts
of two different Principles, as it were, or two different Parts, an im-
material Soul, and a material Bedy, And as our Souls have different
‘Thoughts, or different Forms or Modes of Exiftence ac different
Times ; this changeable Nature of ‘em proves, that they do not ex-
ift neceffarily of themfelves, but muft bave been produced by a felf-
exiftent, immutable Being, either by his own immediate Operation,
or by Means of thofe Inftruments he makes ufe of ; and accordingly
the greateft Mafers of Reafon that ever were, as Plato, Pythagoras,
Cicero, Seneca, 8ce, have afferted them to be the Work of the Ezernal
God. (SeeHuet. Aln. qu. L ii. c. 8.) Our excellent Milton therefore
givesus Adam contemplating thus with himfelf in Paradife :

All ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell,
Tell, if ye faw, how I came thus, how here ? q
Not
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Strong was his Reafon, and his Soul refin’d
With Thought, bright Image of feraphic Mind:
755. He therefore joyful Adoration paid,
And with ecftatic Gratitude obey’d 5
( When, with his Confort, of a fairer Face,
More winning Smiles, and more attrattive
Grace,
In that delicious Paradife, where grew
760. Fruits of all Taftes, and Flow’rs of ev’ry Hue,
He travers’d ev’ry Walk, and pleafant Grove,
And for his Maker flow’ry Garland.% wove. )
Oh ! had he ftill obey’d thy fov’reign Pow’r,
And knowing Thee, had fought to know no

more !
Thrice
ANNOTATIONS.
Not of my felf ; by fome Grear Maker then,
In Goodnefs and in Pow'r ﬁre-cminem.
Tell me, how I may know him, how adore,
From whom I have that thus I move, and live,
And feel that 1 am happicr than 1 know.

V. 753. Strong was bis Reafon’)
Bleft glorious Man ! to whom alone kind Heay'n,
An everlafting Soul has frecly giv'n :
Whom his Creator took fuch Care to make,
That from himfelf he did the Image take,
And this fair Frame in fhining Reafon dreft,
To dignifie his Nature above Beaft :
Reafon, by whofe afpiring Influence
We take a Flight beyond matcrial Senfe; éc.  Rockeffer.
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»65. Thrice happy had he been, nor ever fell
An eafy Conqueft to the Prince of Hell;
When for an Apple (ftrangely pow’rful Bait!)
He urg’d Mankind’s irrevocable Fate,
Pois’ning
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 767. When for an Apple)

Nibil equidem duco mirabilins, tantam illam wurbem, et de terra-
rum erbe per 120 annos emulam unius pomi argumente everfam, —
Plin, Nat. Hift. L xv.

Pliny greatly wonders that fo flizht a Thing as an Apple, (or
whatever Fruit it was that Care produc’d in the Senate) fhould be
the Caufe of the Demolition of Carthage, which had long rival'd
Rome in contending for univerfal Empire : But be knew not the Sto-

before us, which is much more ftrange and true. For fuch was
the Will of God ; who, when he had placed our firft Parents in Pa-
radifz, and given them all the Trees and Fruit thereof for their Ufe,
excepted one only, call'd zhe Tree of Knowledge : Which light In-
junétion was all that he required of them as an Inftance of their
Gratitude and Obedience ; but fuch was their Vanity and Ingrati-
tude, that they foon (o;got the Dependance fuitable to a borrow'd
Being, and were deluded into an empty Hofl[x of becoming by their
Tranfgreflion like their Creator, at the crafty Inftigation of the Ser-
pent 5 which being influenc'd and a&tuated by the Devil, (as himfelf
confeffeth) boafting of his Succefs among his Confederates,

Man by Fraud have I feduc’d
From his Creaser, and (the more t’increafe
Your Wonder) with an 4pple. Milton, x.

and is plainly to be prov'd from Fobx viii, 44. 2 Cor. xi. 3. tempted
them to eat of the Forbidden Frait 5 they did eat therefore and were
undone, Hinc ille lachryme, tnvolving not only them(elves,
but all their Pofterity, in Shame, and Guilt, an Mifery ; which were
the new Jdeas they pluck’d from the Tree of Knowledze.

See Hymn tothe Holy Ghoft,

Many Allufions or faint Sketches of this Hiftory are to be trac'd
out among the ancient Heachens : For what. elfe can we think
of Porus's getting drunk in the Garden of Fwpirer, as mentioned by

: Plato 2
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Pois’ning with various Seeds the Gift of Breath,
770. Sooner to fink us in the Shades of Death.

But fuch thy Goodnefs, that thou would'ft not
leave,
Imprifon’d in the dark and loathfome Grave,
Thy

ANNOTATIONS.

Plate 2 What of the Gan Aden, the Garden of Adomis, bur thae it
was Gan Eden, this Garden of Delicioufnefs 2 And what can the
Golden ze mean, bur the blifsful Statc of a terreftrial Paradife 2
And from hence undoubtedly Heffed borrow’d his famous Story of
Promotheus’s ftealing Fire from Heaven ; and Fupiter’s fending Pan-
dora 1o diffufe Vanery of Plagues upon Earth ;

Macies et nova febrium

Terris incubuit cobors :

Semotique prius tarda mecefjitas

Lethi corripuit gradum, Hor. Od, iii, 1. 1.}

¢ Fierce Famine, with her meagre Face,

And Fevers with the fiery Race,

In fwarms th™ offending - Wretch furround, ©

All brooding on the blafted Ground :

And limping Death, 1afh'd on by Fate,

Comes up to fhorten half our Date. Dryden,

Upan the whole ; we find, that our Author adheres to the Jiteral
Senfe of this Account of the Creation of the World, and Fall of Man,
as delivered 1o us by Mofes 3 and I don’t doubt, but that every ho-
neft and ingenuous Man will do the fame ; maugre all the Whimns
invented, or old ones new drefs'd, by the prepofterous. Wits of rlis
Age, in behalf of their impious allegorizing Scheme : Becaufe, 1.
This Account of the Infant S:ace of Nature, (as has been obferved,)
may be Lterally true, whatever Myflery or Allegory ‘may be con-
tained in fome Expreffions thereof.” 2. It contains nothing contra-
di¢tory to our Reafon, and the Notion we have of God.” And 3.
None of the beft Fewifh Whriters, and primitive Fathers, do rejelt
the Letter, much lefs [peak of the figurative Interpresation as the
only Method of vindicating Scripture. And laftly, Becaufe it ftands
confinmed by the Teftimony of other infpit’d Writers, even of oxr

: ‘Savionr
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Thy Creature Man; tho’ from thy Arms he
flew,
And fought vain Refuge from his guileful Foe.
775.Strait did’ft thou fend from Heav’n a mightier
Pow’s,
( And what cou’d Mercy infinite do more? )

To
ANNOTATIONS.
Sawiour dnd his Apofiles, who furely are the moft proper Judges in

this Matter, and to whom we may apply what the ancient Poets
faidof the Mufes :

Vos meminiftis enim, Dive, et menorare poteflis 5
A4 nos wix tenu:s fama perlabitur aura. Virg, vii. 645.

From that more noble and folemn Invocation,
Hem. Il ii. 485,

“Eame vir pot, Misar, inpwiz Souat xsow,
“Tuds 35 Osel ise. adoest 76, f5o 75 @wdvra
‘Hutis &2 xAEG- Gror dxbeuer, s 70 i Nper. —

Say, Virgins, feated round the Throne Divine,
All.knowing Goddef’es ! Immortal Nine !
Since Earth’s wide Regions, Heav’ns unmeafur'd Height,
And Hell’s Abyf(s, hide nothing from your Sight,

( We wretched Morals ! loft in Doubts below,
But guefs by Rumour, and but Boaft we know. Pope.

V. 773. Thy Creatare Man)
Adam, after his Tranfgreflion, endeavours to comfort Ewve, faying,

Nor can T think that God Creator wife,
‘Tho’ threatning, will in earneft fo deftroy
Us, his prime Creatures, dignified fo high ;
Sct over all his Works. Mils, ix. 940.

Tho' Juftice Death, as Satisfaltion craves,
Love finds a Way to pluck us from our Graves, Waller,



the ' FATHER. 70
To foree from Hell, and from Death’s cold Em-

brace,
AN, who woud Life accept, and ptoffer’d

Grace.

None of thofe Sons of Truth whefe facred
Tongue
780. The joyful Tidings of Salvation fung,
Cherub, nor Seraph, Princes of the Sky,
Were chofen for this glorious Embaffy.
Thine Only Son, (how copious was his Lowve !
How wond’rous great! ) defcended from above,
785. Wilcrc He had fate from all Eternity,
The exprefs Image of the Deity.
Evn
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 779. Néne of thefe Sons of Truth )
Not to examine too nicely what an offended God might have
done in order to the Pardon of Sinners ; efpecially by Right of his
abfolure Power dnd Auchority 3 I¢ feem’d agreeablé o his Wildom

and Goodnefs, in his Defign of redeeming Mankind, to propofe
the Mediation of a Perfon to that End, if fuclt could be fornd ftill
more nearly allied to him, than any created  Being whatever. This
Pe:fon was found, and only to be found in the Unity of the Divine
Nawre. ~And his free Acceptance of that Office gives us the higheft
Affurance poffiole that his Mediation is at once moft faitable 1o the
Di,nity of God, and will have all the good and happy Effeéts that
ought on any Account to be expe&ed from it by Man. »
Fiddes.
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Ev’n He, whofe Majefty and deathlefs Pow’r

Al Powr’s and Principalities adore,
Took from the Virgin’s Womb an heavy Load
790. Of cumbrous Flefh, and therein veil’d the God !
Subject to Tortures of uncommon Woe,
And Death itfelf, the Lot of Man below,
* That Man his forfeit Bleflings might receive,

And crown’d with heav’nly Joys for ever live.

795. He, when o’erjaded Time has run his Rounds,
And finking Nature groans in dying Sounds ;-
He, Judge impartial, fhall again defcend ;
And Angels fummon Mortals to attend ;
With Joy elate, or Fear deprefs’d they come,
800. For Thoughts, Words, Deeds, to hear their

final Doom.

¢« Go, wretched Crew, down, to Perdition
¢ down
¢ Ye, who rebell’d againft th’ Almighty’sThrone,
¢ Butye, whom ne’er from Truth and Virtue fell,
¢ Maugre the Pomp of Earth, and Spite of
Hell,
805. ¢ Afcend
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803. ¢« Aftend the promis’d Seat of Joy and Peace,
< And live a calm Eternity of Eafe.

Now Streams of Fire pour from the fluicy
Sky,
And Worlds diffolv’d in fmoky Ruins lie :
G But
ANNOTATIONS:

V. 807. Now Streams of Fire)

This Doérine of the Diffolution and Renovation of the World
was held by moft of the ancient Philofophers; but the Stoicks more
particularly thought all Things would be deflroy’d by Fire ; and that
Phanix-like, they fhould be reftor'd again, as it were, from the
Alhes of the expiring World. Wherefore 0vid makes Fupiter 1
fear, lcft with his own Lightnings he fhould fire the World, fince,

Effe quoque in Fatis reminifiirur, &e. . Met. i,

- By Doom
Of certain Fates, he knew the Time fhou’d come,
When Sea, Earth, Heav’n, and all the curious Frame
-Of this World’s Mafs fhou'd fhrink in purging Flame,
Sewell,

And Lucan fays, 1, vii. ver, 884,

Hos, Cafar, populos [f nunc nou ufferit ignis,
Uret cum terris, ures cum gurgite ponti,
Communis mundo fupereft vogus, offibus afira miffusus, ———w

Tho’ now thy Cruelty denies a Grave,
Thefe and the World one common Lot fhall have;
One laft appointed Flame, by Fate’s Decree,
Shall walte yon azure Heav'ns, this Earth, and Sea;
Shall knead the Dead up in one mingled Mafs,
Where Stars and they fhall undiftinguifh’d pafs, Rowe;

As his Unicle Semeca had (aid before him,

Sidera fideribus incurrent, et ommi flagrante materié, une igne;
quicquid nunc ex Aifpofico lucer, ardebit.
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But Nature labours with a fecond Birth,
810. And from her Athes {pring new Heav’is and
Earth, -
The Right;eéus hence refin’d, and brighter far,
Than the dim Radiance of a twinkling Star,
To

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 810. And from ber Afbes fpring)

It is not impoffible, (fays Mr. Addifor) but that at the Confum-
mation of all Things, thefe outward Apartments of Nawre, which
are now {uited to thofe Beings that inhabit them, may be traken in,
and added to the Heavens, and made a proper Habitation for Beings
who are exempt from Mortality, and dear'yf of their Imperfections :
For fo the Scripture feems to intimate, when it fpeaks of new Hea-
wens and anew Earth, wherein dwelleth Righseoufuefs. 1fa, Ikv.17.
Rew. xxi. 1.

Mean while, -

The World fhall burn, and from her Afhes fpring

New Heav'n and Earth, wherein the juft fhall dwell,

And after;all their Tribulations long . }

See golden Days, fruitful of golden Deeds

With Joy, and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. | Milz. ii,

V. 811, The Rightcous hence refin’d) X

The Fathers were of Opinion, thit the Souls of all Men, nay,
that of the blefled Firgin herfelf; wese to pafs through this purging
Fire at the lat Judgment, And this feems the only ancient Purga-
tary, which is built upon the Authority of our Saviexr and his: Apo-
ftles, as well as of the Prophets : W#ho may abide the Day of his
coming ? (fays the Prophet Malachi, il 3.) Or who fhall fand when
the Lord appearéth 2 For ‘he is like the Refiner’s Fire ; and that Fire
(fays St. Pauly.x Cor.iil. 13.)fball try every Man's Work, of what
Sort it is, And the Prophet Daniel tells us, That they that be wife
fhall then [hine as the Brightnefs of the Pirmament, and they that
turn many to Righteoufnefs, asthe Stars for ever and ever. Dan. xii.
3. Marth. xiii, 43. Pbil, iii. 21. 3 Cor.XV. 43. Rew. iv, 11. Butas
fo late a Fire would do the Churchof Reme no Good ; theyhave fince
alter'd the Property of it, making it indeed a culinary Firé, and blow-
ing it up fome Thoufands of Years fooncr than thofe good Fathers

cver thought of.

.



To Seats of everlaftiig BIifs arife,
Convoy’d by Guardian Angels through the Skies,

815. Where amidft Myriads, high above all Height;
Sits thy great:Self,- majeftically bright :
G 2 And

ANNoTATIONS.

V. 815, Where amidff Myriads)

Our Author intends here to defcribe that Place which is mark'd out
in Scripture under the different Appellations of Paradife, the Third
Heaven, the Throne of God, and the Habitation of his Glory ; where
the glorify’d Body of our Saviour refides, and where all the celeftial
Hierarchies, and the. innumerable Hofts of Angels are reprefented as

perpetually furrounding the Seat of God with Hallelujahs and Hymns
of Praife.

Abont Him all the San&ities of Heav’n
Stood thick as. Stars, and from bhis Sight Tteceiy’d
Beatitude paft Utterance : On his Right
The radiant Image of his Glory fat,

His only Son. Mily. i,

And "tis obferved, that this Opinion of Ged 4lmighty’s Prefencs
in Heaven prevails among all the Nations of the World, whatever
different Notions they have of the Godhead. As in Homer and He.
Jrod we fee the fipreme Power feated in Heaven and encompafled
with inferior Deities, among whom the Mufes are reprefented as
finging inceffanty about the Throne. ¥

Adowr? » 58 11 Suuds tdeddla Suimds diowg
*Oupdy gheuy [O meemmarriGr, iy ¥ "Axianey,
Mygdor ¥, &, dedby dyeBourar @i ey,

Thus the bleft Gods the genial Day prolong,

In Feafts Ambrofial, -and celeftial Song.

Apollo un’d the Lyre ;. the Mufes round,

With Voice aliernate aid the filver Sound.  Pape,

el y Tdt Atk TlaTed i
TYpreooas vhemsas ubjay yhov trmds "OAvuas, &
Hef. Theog. 37:° °

-~ Whofe
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And on the Right of the Empyreal Throne,
Second Omnipotence, thine only Son,
Where Joy, and Peace, and beatific Love,
820. In endlefs Circles, and PerfeGtion move 3
In ev'ry Face ecftatic Rapture glows,
‘While on thy Saints thy Holy Spirit flows;
Who all, as they are known, now know their
God,
No longer veil’d behind a mediate Cloud:
825. Al|
ANNOTATIONS.
——— Whofe Voice
Makes their great Sire, Olympian Sove, rejoyce 3

The Prefent, Future, and the Paft, they fing,
Join'd in fweet Confort to delight their King. Cook,

V. 823, Who all, as they are known )

There is doubtlefs a Faculey in Spirits by which chey apprehend
one another, as our Senfes do material Objeéts; and there is no que-
ftion but our Souls, when they are difembodied or placed in gloris
fy'd Bodies, will by-this Faculty, in whatever Part ofP Space they re-
ide, be always fenfible of the divine Prefence, when we fhall fee
God, not as now in his Works, which but faindy refle&t the Image
of his Perfeétions, but Face to Face, and as he is in the Greatnefs of
his Majefty and Power. But what is that ? (fays Mr. 4ddifon) "Tis
femething that never enter'd into the Heart of Man to conceive; yet
what we may eafily conceive will be a Fountain of unfpeakable and
eveslalting Raprure,  For as our Minds will then be united 10 God
in perfe Vifion, fo will our Hearts and Affetions in perfect Love;
not only in that Love which rerminates in him, but which is com-
municated to the Soul by a continual Emanation of his Goodnefs from
him. Pfal.xvi. 11, xxxvi, 8. Jer. xxxi. 14. Rew. vii, 15, .
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825, All infinitely bleft in their own State,

Nor Envy know, nor unrelenting Hate :

No Pride, nor mad Ambition can disjoin

Their Union, firm almoftas the Divine.

Fair equal Thoughts, no more with Sin opprett,
830, And fiweet Complacency fills ev’y Breaft.

Thrice happy Saints! who Ages fhall employ,

In boundlefs Pleafures, everlafting Joy.

But who thofe Joys, thofe Pleafures can ex-
plore,
When greedy 7Zime and Fate fhall be no more !
835. When all that’s paft, or prefent, or to be,
Is fwallowed up in one Eternity !
The Stars of Heav'n fhall reft : the lifelefs Sun
Forget his daily circling Courfe to run s
Torpid and unadorn’d fhall lie the Earth,
840, Nor Change be known, nor Death, nor Growth,
nor Birth.
Earth, Air, and Seas, purg’d by the gen'ral
Flame,
The fame in Subftance, and in Face the fame.
G 3 No
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No ruftling Winds fhall blow, no Show'rs de-
fcend,
Nor heavy Clouds their low’ring Fronts extend 3
845. The jarring EPments fhall their Difeord ceafe,
And all around be fpread an univerfal Peace.

But Thou fhalt fit triumphant on thy Throne,
‘While from thy Effence thy Eternal Son

Still
ANNOTATIONS.
. 843. No ruftling Winds)
Nullus evit nimbus, nulle toto athere nubes.

This is not unlike the Defcription which Homer gives us of Hea.
ven, 0d. {. V. 40.
= 00 057 Oedy eNQ- dapsris dust
*Euuerat, ¥7° dvipos myvdoeral, ¥1¢ wor 360
Atverat, &c.
There no rude Winds prefume to fhake the Skies,

No Rains defcend, no fnowy Vapours rifc ;
But on immortal Thrones the Bleft repofe. Papel

_ From whence Lucretius borraw’d his

Apparet Diviim numen, [edefque quietr,
uas meque concutiunt wenti, neque nubile nimbis
Afpergunt, &ec.

1 fec the Gods, and happy Seats

‘Which Storm or violent Tempeft never beats 2
Nor Snow invades, bue with the purcft Air,

And gaudy Light diffus’d, look gay and faif' s

‘There Minds enjoy uninterrupted Peace, Creech,
V. $47. But Thou fhalt fit) ‘
‘ Tu folus gignere prolem

Unigenam perges fecundo in fecula verbo
Gignendi nec finis crit, % 1
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Still flows, and both ftill breathe eternal Love ;
850. As that exhauftlefs Lamp of Light above
Its genial Warmth, and Virtue pours around,
In conftant Streams to cheer the dewy Ground.
Bleft Three in One ! One God, and Lord of all,
On whom alone thy eager Saints fhall call,
855, Defirous in thy kind Embrace to live,
And tafte the Bleflings that a God can give.
So thall the Voice of Joy be heard around,

And Heav’n eternally thy Praife refound.
G4 All
ANNoTATIONS.

If I have not kept my Author’s Expreflion, which would found but
oddly in Englifh, 1 hope 1 have his Meaning ; which can only be the
Emanation of the Divine Effence, from and to all Eternity.

V. 850, As that exhauftlefs Lamp)
Concordi afflatu femper [pirabitis auram,
Sol uti inexhauftum nihil unquam mittere Iymen
Definit.
The Holy Spirit proceeds from and returns to God, as a Beam
proceeds from the Sun, and is refle@ed back again.
Athen, Apol. by Humphreyss p. 162,
M, Wefley {peaking of the Som, fays, ' Heis

More clofely join'd, more intimately one
With the Great Father, than the Light and Sun,

and obferves that the Arians of old, who had much more to fay for
themfelves than their modern Kindred, granted in fome of their Con-
feflions of Faith, That the Son was from all Eternity by fuch an E-
manation from the Father, as that whereby the Light proceeds from
the Sun, tho’ they contended for a Moment’s Difference between their
Exiftence 5 and confequently fell into the fame Abfurdity which other
Pretendersto Reafon have ‘done fince ; that I mean, of a made God,
or fubordimate Supreme, 1. via
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All Hail ! Thou Source of Goodnefs, Truth,
and Light, ;

860. Whate’er is virtuous, brave, or Juft, and right,
From Thee, as Rivers from their Foungairl;s flow,
Defcends in gentle Streams on Man bclo.w,
When he in Pray’r fweet Converfe holds with

Thee, '
And fteals, as’twere, a Part of thy Diyinity.

865. For Thou art Wifdom, Juftice, Truth, and Love,
That thed on Man their Influence from above.

Thou
ANNOTATIONS. '
V. 859. Al Hail ! Thou Source of Goodnefi)

As God is an exnipotens and omnifzient Being, and the Creator of
all Things, we cannort but conceive an unalterable Difpofition in Him
to do, and communicate all that Good to his Creatures, which is fub-
fervient to sheir different Capacities, and anfwerable to all the poflible
Improvements of them ; becaufe the Fitnefs of this muft ever be be-
tore his Mind, and infeparable from his Divinity. And fince the cor-
rupt Affc&ions of Malice and Envy, the bafe Refults of Weakaefs and
Defpair, can never in Him, (being infinitely removed from them)
obftruét the Force and Influence of that Evidence, he muft neceffarify
at according thereunto ; as having neither Caufe nor Tempration to
do Evil, he muft neceffarily follow the Tendency of his Natare todo
Good.  And thus Goodnets does originally and moft eminently dwell
in God. 1 Chroxn xvi. 34, 2 Chrem. v. 33. vii. 3. Ezralii. 11.
Pfal. v, 8. Ixxxvis 5. cvi. 1. cxix. 68. oxxxiv. 3. axxvi. 1. cxlv. 9.
Fer.xxxiii. 11, Lam, iii. 29, Nah. L. 7. Matth, xix. 17. 45 xiv.
17,

¥. 865. For Thou ars. Wifdom) See V. 2812.

b, Fuftice) Godisjult. For fince the Rule of Equity is the Na-
ture of Things, and their neceffary Relation one to another, and
finge
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Thou only art the Light, the Life, the Soul,
That brightens, ftrengthens, animates the whole.

870. Thy
ANNOTATIONS,

fince the Execution of Jufticeis the fuiting the Circumftances of Things
to the Qualifications of Perfons, according to théir Original, and na-
tural Fitnefs, and Agreeablenefs : *Tis evident, that the Grear Being,
who perfe@ly knows this Rule of Equity, and neceflarily judges of
Things as they are, and who has compleat Power to execute Juftice
according to that Knowledge, and who can neither be impofed upon
by any Deceit, nor fway’d by any Byafs, nor aw’d by any Power,
muft of Neceflity always do that which is juft and right, without Ini-
quity, Partiality, or Prejudice : And fuch a Being is God. 2 Chron.
Xii, 6. Fob viii. 3. Fob xxxii. 4, XXXiv. $9. XXXViL, 23.

Ib. Truzh)

God muft likewife be true and faithful in all his Declarationsand Pro-
mifes : For, as Cicere obferves, There is in all intellizent Beings a
natural Capacity of apprehending Truth, a3 natural Defire and Appe-
tite of it 5 which puts them upon a Search and Enquiry after it, and
makes them uneafy under Ignorance and Error. It is nawrally fic
therefore, that Truth fhould always be communicated to them, whean
ang Communication is made to them atall : And fince a Being of
infinite Knowledge and Power cannot but know this, nor can be hin-
dred from a&ing according thereunto, by Rafhnefs, Forgetfulnefs, In-
conftancy, or the like Imperfetions, it follows, that this Being, fuch
as God is, muft always neceffarily keep to the firifteft Rules of Vera-
city and Truth in all his Communications to his Creatures. Degr. vii.
9. 2 Sam. vii. 28. Deut. xxxii. 4. Numb, xxiii, 19. John xiil. 14. Pf.
axlix. 6. 2 Chrom. xv. 3. Jer. xo Fobn xvii. 3. 1 Thefl 1 9. 1
Fobn v. 20,

V. 867. Thou only art the Light)

Our Author here enumerates what are commonly called the #orks
of Nature, and afcribes them, as is moft due, to God, the Creator
of all Things both in Heaven and Earth, and the Author of all good
Gifis. ¥ Chron. xxix. 12. Prov. x. 12. Pfal, Ixxv. 6.

And indeed had we no other Light than that of Nature, nor other
Book than that of the World, we might plainly read a God, and fec
a Providence. Wherefore, fays Luean,

gzxpillr
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870. Thy Hand with glaring Robes the Sun adorns,
And gives the wexing Moon her changeful Horns.

On
ANNOTATIONS.

Supiser eft quodcunque wides, quocungue moveris.

And pirgil, (tho’ fome miftake him for an Epicurean.)

Deum namque ire per emnes
Terrafque sradfufque maris celumque profundum.

For thata God diffus’'d through all the Mafs,
Pervades the Earth, and Sea, and Deep of Air.

Georg. iv. Dr. Trapp.
And again,

Principio calum, at terras, campofque quumte:,
Lucentemque globum lune, Titanaque, et afira,
Spiritus inius alit, totamque infufa per artus

Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpore mifcet.

Firft Heav'n and Earth, and Ocean’s liquid Plains,
The Moon’s bright Globe, the Sun, and fhining Stats,
A Soul within enlivens : and a Mind . -
Diffus’d through all its Parts, the general Mafs
Invigorates, and mingles with the whole.

Dr. Trapp.

At quidam ignari &ec. Lucret, 1. i, v. 167.
But fome dull Soals think Matter cannot move,
Into fic Shapes without the Pow’rs above,

Nor make the varions Seafons of the Year

So fit for Man, nor Fruit nor Buthes bear, &ve.
How great is that Miftake 2

For were I ignorant whence Things arife,

Yet many Reafons from the Earth and Skies,

From ev’ry Thing deducd, will plainly prove,

‘That this imper?e& World

‘Was never made by the wife Pow'rs above. Creech.

How vain, abfurd, and impions ! But fince a Heathen fays it, I
fhall confront him with a Brother, who generally was a ftrong and
able

P -
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On thee attend the many Stars of Night,
And in their golden Urns from thee draw Light.
By thee repair’d, Time never knows Decay,
‘ Tho’ ever on the Wing he haftes away.
875. Thus Years and Hours, and fleeting Minutes
run,
And urge fucceflive the foregoing on.
Thus Nights, and Days, reciprocal delight,
As thefe to Toil, and thofe to Reft invite.

Nor art thou only the Original,
880, Firft Author of thefe Worlds, and God of all 5

But
ANNOTATIONS.

able Champion for Providence. An cam machinatione quadam ali-
quid moveri videmus, ut fpharam, ut horas, ut alia permulta, non
dubitamus quin fint opera illa rationis 2 cum autem impetum celi,
&e. When we fee Things move in fix'd and regular Motions, as
the Spheres, the Seafons, ¢c. do we doubt of their being the Works
of Reafon ? But when we confider with what Celerity the Heavens
are whitl'd around, in fo conftant and never-failing a Manner, cau-
fing the annual Viciflitudes, 1o the Prefervation and Benefit of all
Things, can we any longer doubt but that thefe are the Warks of
Reafon ; yes, and of an excellent and divine Reafon too?

Cicero de Nat. Deor. 1. ii.

But long before him the antient £gyptians entertained the Notion
of a“divine Providence, and feem to have been the firft who did ;
whom Arnobius makes to reafon thus : Providence is fo effential to
a Prince, that he cannort be, or even called a Prince without it; and
the more auguft a Prince is, the more perfe@t ought bis Providential
Care to be 5 God therefore being the greateft and moft auguft of all
Princes, to Him muft belong the moft perfe@ Prowidence.
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But that pure Spirit, Harmony, and Love,
Whence all Effets their own juft Caufes prove.
Thy Wifdom hung this Ball, prodigious Mafs,
Self-balanc’d in the feeble Air’s Embrace 5
885. And bound the noify Force of furging Tides,
And ftill o’er all thy Pow’r fupreme prefides.
As thou alone haft form’d thefe Worlds fo fair,

All things therein are fubject to thy Care.
Shall
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 883, Thy Wifdom hung this Ball)
Sufpendifque gravem telluris in acre molem,
Lucretius {peaking of Tellus, or Cybele the Mother of the Gods, fays,

Hane weteres Grajim dofti cecinere poeta
Sublimem in eurru bijugos agitare leones :
Aeris in fpatio magnam pendere docentes
Tellurem, neque poffe in serra fiftere terram,

The Poets fing that thro’ the Heav’ns above,

She Chariots drawn by fierce yok'd Lions drove,

And riding to and fro fhe wanders there &

‘They teach by this that in the fpacious Air,

Hangs the vaft Mafs of Earth, and necds no Prop

Of any lower Earth to keep it up. Creech.

lib. i, v. 600,

E¢ circumfufo pendebas in aere vellus

Ponderibus librata fuis, Ovid, Met. L 1,

The Father now within his fpacious Hands,
Encompafs'd all the mingled Mafs of Seas and Lands,
And having heav'd aloft the pondrous Sphere,
He launch’d the World to float in ambient Air.
Prov, iil. 19. Jeb. xxvi, 7. Congreves

V. 388. All Things thercin') Omnia curas
The
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Shall I then paint thee of Gigantic Size,
890. Strong with an hundred Hands, an hundred
Eyes ?
No, for thy whole is Foot, and Hand, and Eye,
Which all Decays of Nature ftill fupply.

Thus
ANNOTATIONS

The Providence of God is univerfal, but fome have been fo ab-
furd as to think he was concerned only in great Matters, and left the
reft to Fortune.

Téy dyav 98 dzleras Osos;
Ta gunpd & s TV Y doels ¢k Enripid.

As if the Univerfe was like the Pretor's Court, De minimis non
ewrat Prator,

¥. 891. No, for thy whole ) w—— Es tibi totus
Ipfe manus, totnfque oculus.

1t is confeffed, that God exifts neceflarily, and by the fame Necel-
fity he exifts always, and every where, Hence alfo he muft be per-
feétly fimilar all Eye, all Ear, all Brain, all Arm, all the Power of
perceivinz, underftanding, and aéting ; but after a Manner not at all
corporeal, after a Manner not like tﬁat of Men, after a Manner whol-
ly to us unknown. Sir Ifi Newton.

And Mil on, fpeaking of Angels, fays,

All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all:Ear,
Al Intelledt, all Senfe. L vi.v. /350,

V. 892, Which all Decays )

So Lucretius, ii. 70. — M:nimam rem quamque vidimas
Et quafi longinguo fluere omnia cernimus ewe,
Ex oculijque wetuflatem fubducere noftris
Cum tamen incolumis wideatur [fumma manere.
Every
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Thus peopled are the Heav’ns, and Earth, and
Sea, { e
As all therein thy fruitful Word obey.
895. Into our Liimbs fcarce fram’d thou doft infufe

A Sonl; and teach its Faculties their Ufe. |
Nor

ANNOTATIONS.

loid o Every Thing appears

Worn out:and waftéd by devouring Years,

Still wafting, {till it vanifhes away, -

And yet the Mafs of Things feels no Decay.  Creech.

And Owid, much in the fame _Strain :
Rerumqite movatriz
Ezx aliit alias vyw'at naturé figuias,
Nec perit in tarfto, mibi, quicquam, credite, munds,
Sed wvariat faciemque novas. —— Met. xv.

] For Nature knows
No ftedfaft Station, bur or ebbs or flows,
Ever in Motion, fhe deftroys her old,
And cafts new Figures in another Mold.

V. 895. Inta our Limsbs fearce fram'd )
Ufque novds animas in membra recentia fundis.

Arifforle; and moft Philofophers fince, are of Opinion, that the
Soul was not created from all Eternity, as Plaso thinks, but at the
fame Time with the Body, that is to'fay, that it begins to exift in
Heaven, at the Tige that the Body is born, and is the'fame Mo-
ment infufed into the Body, and continues in it all it is feparated
from it by Death, and then rewrns back into Heaven, being incor-
poreal and immortal.

V. 896. And teach its Faculties their Ufe )

Mentem hominis, quamvis eam non wideas, ut Deum non videss
tamen us Dewm agnofcis ex operibus ejus, fic ex memorid rerim et in-
wentione, et celiritaze motus, omuique pulchritudine Virtusis vim dia
wvinam meniis agnofcizo.  Cic. Tufc, qu. L i, -
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Nor is there ought in Nature’s lavith Store,
But owes its Being to thy plaftic P;)vé’r, :
Thy balmy Show’rs regale the thirfty Earth,
900, And give ten thoufand Seeds a fragrant Birth.
When the gay’I;“ ields in vernal Pomp appear,
And painted Flow’rs adorn the Infant Year.
But foon as Summer warms the glowing Plain,
Ripening the Hopes of the indlllﬁljio_us, Swain,
905. Soft-footed Winds the rivel’d Grafs renew,
And blafted Ears are plump’d with nightly Dew.
Autumn next purples o’er the mantling Vine,
And Trees o’ercharg’d with: Fruit on Props re-
cline.
Comes Winter, and with Snow invefts thé Woods,
910. And binds in icy Chains the Tolid Floods.
Thus run the certain Seafons, that ftill bear
Their proper Enfigns thro’ the circling Year.
Thy

ANNOTATIONS.

As we acknowledge: God from his Works, tho’ we fee him: not;
fo tho® we fee not the Sox/, we cannot but acknowledge the divine
Nature of it from its Operations, the Swiftnefs.of its Motion, the Sub=<
tilty of its Invention, the great Depth of Memory, the commanding
Power of Wifdom, and perfeét Beauty of Virtue.

V. 911, Thus run the certain Seafons)
—— Neque ¢ertus rampirar ords,
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Thy Pleafure bids the ftruggling Winds arife,
And ruhing from thy Storchoufe fweep the Skies 5
915. But Storms and Tempefts own thy Sov’reign
Pow'r, ;
Creep to their Caverns, and are heard no more :

¢ For
ANNOTATIONS.
1 cannot but take Notice here of that beautiful Defcription of the
Seafons by Lucretius, v. 735.

It wer, et Penus, et Veneris prenuncius antd,
Pinnatus gradieur Zepbyrus wvefligia propser, &c.

Firft Spring, and Penus kindeft Pow'rs infpire

Soft Withes, melting Thoughts, and gay Defire 5

Then Mother Flora, to prepare the Way,

Makes all the Fields look glorious, green, and gay 3

Next Heat, and dufty Harveft take the Place,

And foft Erefia’s fan the Sun-burne Face.

Then fweaty Autumn treads the noble Vine,

And flowing Bunches give immortal Wine.

And next deep Winter creeps, grey, wrinkl'd, old,

His Teeth all chatter, Limbs all fhake with Cold.  Creech.

V. 914. And rulbirg from thy Storehoufe )

——— Veluti deprompta reclufs
Thefauris, profers wentorum immitia labra,

*Tis generally held, that in the Concavities of the Earth, when the
Exhalations, which Seneca calls Szbterranean Clouds, overcharge the
Place, the moift Vapours turn into Water, and the dry into Wind.
And thefe are the fecret Treafiires out of which God is faid in Scrip-
tures to bring the Winds. Fob xxxviil. 22, Fer.x. 13. Whence
the Poets feign'd that Eoelus kept them imprifon’d in a vaft Cavye,

Virg, &n. i 36.
Hic wafts rex Eolds antre
Luttantes Ventos, tempeftate/que fonoras
Imperia premit, ac vinclis et carcere fremat,

Where
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For tho® loud Thunders roll, and Lightnings fly,
And Shades of gloomy Darknefs blind the Sky,
Soon as on harnefs’d Clouds thou fly’ft abroad,
920. And founding Whirlwinds fpeak th’ Advance of
God,
_Darknefs before thee breaks, the Sun’s bright Ray,
Gilds the Expanfion, and recalls the Day.
Thy juft and equal Laws from Poleto Pole
Extend their Sway, and th’ Univerfe controul.
925. Around thy Throne the menial Angels ftand,
And high Archangels wait thy great Command.

H And
ANNOTATIONS.

Where in huge gloomy Caves their Tyrant binds
The blut’ring Tempefts, and reluétant Winds,

Whofe Rage imperial £Zolus reftrains,

With rocky Dungeons, and unwieldy Chains, Pist.

V. 925. dround thy Throne )

e Nussfque obfervat beriles
Saniforum chorus alivuum,

By Angels we unde:ftand all thofe glorious Spirits which ftand be-
fore the Throne of God, expe@ing to receive, and ready to execute
bis Orders, Pfal. ciii. 10. Heb, i. 14s Col i. 16. Whether they be,

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow'rs,

whom we believe the divine Archite@t and Creator of the World
hath diftributed into feveral Ranks, and appointed to ferve about
the Elements, the Heavens, and Earth, to regulate the Affairs and Oe-
conomy of the Would, Luke i, 19. The Angel anfwering Zacka-

rias,
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And fhall not mighty Princes thee obey ?

And at thy Feet their Crowns and Sceptes lay ?

See, Lord, they fall, they worfhip, and adore,
930. And bend their kingly Souls to thy fuperior

Pow’r,
How
ANNOTATIONS.
vias, faid unto him, I am Gabricl, that fland in the Prefence of God.
And Daniel had his Vifioninterpreted by one7dy ésyxorav, cap, viii
Tade Spbre ugbevm wapesaow moavuoybor
*Ay ysror oio pipnds BeiTors és mdv]e TeAgTAL
Laborious Angels ftand around the Throne,
Who make the Bufinefs of Mankind their own,
So Cowley.
Round him vaft Armies of {wift Angels ftand.

And Milton, {peaking of Uriel, fays, He is

One of the Sev’n,

Who in God's Prefence neareft to his Throne

Stand ready at Command, and are his Eyes

"That run thro® all the Heav’ns, or down'to th’ Earth,
Bear his {wift Errands.

V. 929. See, Lord, they fall)
Tibi frepera, tibi ipfa

Regna accepsa ferunt reges, et numen adorants
—Regum timendorum in proprios greges

Reges in ipfos imperium eff Fowis,

Hor. L il od. 1,

Tremendous Kings o’er Nations fway,
Their Subjects tremble and obey ;

But Kings themfelves muﬁ'humglc prove
To the Almighty Pow'r of Fowe.

Alphonfus, King of Caflile, Anno Dom. 1252, great as he was
both in Power and Knowledge, confeffed this Truth, When terri-
fied by a dreadful Storm of Thunder and Lightning, he fent for the

religious
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How mad are they; who dare in Arms to
rife
Againft th’ Almighty Thund’ser of the Skies ?
H2 The

ANNOTATIONS.

religious Hermit, (whom he had before contumelioufly rej@&ed) and
wept, and humbled himfelf before him, retratting all his former
Blafphemies, and turning to God with Prayer and Adoration,

And worthily has Horace expre(s’d himfelf in his Addrefs to Au-
guftus. Od.ve | 3. '
Diis te minerem quod géris, imperas,
For thy Subwillign to the Gods, thou teigneft,
As before in his Pray’s to Fupiser for him. 04, xii. Z, 1.
Te minor latum veger equus orbem. N
Let him with Juftice rule the Workd
Thy Subftitute,

But what can be more expreffive than the Words of the Pfalmift 2
The Lord hath prepared his Throne in the Heavensy and his Kingdons
raleth over all.  ciii. 19.

V. 931, How mad are they)

After what has been faid, our Author might well conclude it to
be Folly and Madnefs, to deny the Being of a Ged, to oppofe his
Power, or trifle with his Commands. Yet ftill to confirm us in our
Belief, he returns to his Ommnipotence, and in a few excellent Verles
runs through the whole Scriptures, recounting the feveral Miracles
therein reig;ted; that indifputable Proof of a Superier, Divine, Als
mighty Power.

NimCry ov wards, 35 favdmior pedyorro.
1. & 408,

Know thou, who'er with Heav’nly Pow’r contends,
Short is his Date, and foon his Glory ends. Popes
s Fool ¢
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The God of Hofts, refiftlefs Lord of all,
Who bids at Pleafure Empires rife, or fall.

_ The
ANNOTATIONS,
: Fool ! to attempt
Againft ¢’ Omnipotent to rife in Arms ! Milton,

V. 934, Who bids at Pleafure )

Cew das, adimis quoque regna fuperbis.

Chilo, one of the Seven wife Men of Greece, having ask'd £fop,
what he thought was Fupiter’s Employ, receiv'd this Anfwer ; To
bring dewn tke bigh and mighty, and exals the bumble and lowly.

Ta i Uliae Tawensy, 7d Je Tamed Uy

Such Power we find given to God in the Scriptures, Dews. xxxii.
39. 1 Sam. ii. 6. 1 Chrom, Xxix. 11. Sob ix. 12. Xii, 18. XXXiv.

24. Pfal Ixviii. 6. Ixxv. 7. cxili. 7. Luke i §3.

And fuch the Heathen Poets attributed to Him, as Hom. II, xvii;

176,
AN dief 76 Dids xpdaay v6G-, &e.

But Feve’s high Will is ever uncontroul'd,

The ftrong he withers, and confounds the bold :
Now crowns with Fapre the mighty Man, and now
Strikes the frefh Garland from the Vi&or's Brow.

Y05 M woardey wonfay, & 1. ix. 25,

So Jeve decrees, Almighty Lord of all !

Fove, at whofe Nod w%xo e Empires rife or fall,
Who fhakes the feeble Props of human Truft,
And Towns and Armies humbles in the Duft.

Valet ima fummis
Mutare, et infignem atienuas Deus
©bfeura promens.

He brings the moft obfcure to Light,
And robs the Glorious of a Crown 3
Now tumbles down the mighty Proud,

Pape,

Dope,

Hor. od. xxxiv. L 1,

And makes them know there is a God, Criech,
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935, The "haughty Chief of Heav’n’s rebellious
Band,
By fad Experience knows thy mighty Hand 3
Who, bright as Lucifer, in purple Ray,
Rofe with the Morn, and promis’d glorious Day.
H3 But
ANNOTATIONS

V. 935. The haughty Chief, &e,

Undoubtedly fome Tradition of the Fall of the Angels, and the
Punifhment of the Damn’d, wasfpread over moit Parts of the World,
cfpecially the Eaftern's Plusarch, ( de witand. er. alien,) quates
fome remarkable Verles from Empedocles, who tells us, that fome
Angels were caft down from Heav'n into the Deep, there to fuffer
eternal Punifhments ; and therefore he calls thefe Angels Ssnadzye;
and upayemereis. And we find many Paffages in Homer to the
fame Purpofe, as where Pulcan is faid to be precipitated from Hea.
ven, , i. and whete Fupiter threatens Mars,

That he from fteep Olympus fhall be thrown,

And in the dark Tarrarean Gulf fhall groan,

With burning Chains fix'd to the brazen Floors,
And lock’d by Hell’s inexorable Doors. Lw

But what morg perfeétly agrees with Holy Writ, is the Fiction of
Aré, or the Demon of Difcord, L xix.

Fove whitl'd her headlong down, for ever driv'n

From bright Olympus, and the Starry Heav'a :

Thence on the nether World the Fury fell,

Ordain’'d with Man's cententious Race to dwell. Pope.

Whereupon Madam Dacier obferves, that Hemer bears authentick
Witnefs to the Truth of an Angel thrown from Heayen ; and gives
this Teftimony above an hundred Years before one of the greateft
Prophets fpoke of it, 4/a. xiv. 12. How ars thou fallen from Hea-
wen, O Lucifer, Sox of the Morning ! How ars skow cy¢ down so the
Ground, which Aidff weaken the Natwns ! ~
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But headlong hurl’d from the Empyreal Skies,

940. In never-dying Flames he welt'ring lies 5
Condemn’d with his Affociates to dwell,
In the dread Dungeons of eternal Hell :
‘Where wrapt in horrid Darknefs, lafting Pains,
O’er wretched Ghofts the Tyrant captive reigns,

945. Invaingigantic Rebels raife on high

Proud Babel’s fpiral Tow’r, that threats the Sky 3
Taught
ANNOTATIONS.

7. 044 O'er wretched Ghofts ) *
Uinbtis terror emme
Lucifugifque animas miferas exercet in oris,

As Milton makes him fpeak, L i, v. 261,
Here we may reign fecure, and in my Choice,
To reign is worth Ambition, tho® in Hell ;
Better to reign in Hell, than ferve in Heav'n.

V. 945. In wain gigantic Rebels )

Seit Babylon fuperas edufté turre fub auras,
Terrigenas quali disjeceris enfe gigantes,

As the Heathen Poets diew Occafion for many of their Fables from
the Mofaical H?ﬁorg't, which they wretchedly mangled and profan'd
by their childifh Fictions ; {o from the Story before us, (Gen. xi. )
‘us manifeft they invented the Fight of the Giants with the Gods,
which fo many of ’em have taken Notice of, Thefe Giants they
fuppofed to have béen borh of the Earth and Titan, and theréfore
¥ida calls them Terrigenas s but Homer, from' whom they deriv'd
+his Story, makes them the Sons of Ephimedia by Neptune 5 however,
they all agree in the Mannet 'of their iiivading the Skies, and in ma-
king T/uﬁ{y the Seenc of Altion,

“Owap
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Taught by fad Ruins they confefs thy Pow’r,
And fall before thy Sword, to rife no more,

The Sons of Sodem, an abandon’d Crew,
950. Giants indeed in Sin, thy Juftice knew,
H 4 And
ANNOTATIONS,
“Oaray ix" "OUAS T ptuacar Biuey, dunie i2°"00ay
[liAsov duvoaipuaner, 19 Seavds duCe1G- s Odyf. xi.

Proud of their Strength, and more than mortal Size,
‘The Gods they challenge, and affe& the Skies,
Heav’d an Olympus toit’ring Ofz ftood ;

On Offa Pelion nods with all his Wood. Broom,

Which Deferipion Virgil fo bappily imitates in his firft Gevrgic:

Ter funt conati imponere Pelio Offam, p
Scilicet, atque Off frondofum involvere Olympum,
Ter Pater extrutios disjecic fulmine montes.

With Mountains pil'd on Mountains thrice they ftrove,
To feale the fteepy Battlements of Fove 5

And thrice his Lightning, and red Thunder play'd,

And their demolifh’d Works in Ruin laid. Dryden.

V. 949. The Sous of Sodom)

Geri, xix. A Shower, or rather Storm of Nitre, Sulphur, or Biw-
men mingled with Firc, fell upon this Country of Sedem from
above ; and was accompanied with a drecadful E uake, which
made an Irruption of thofe bituminous Waters, whereby the whole
Country was turn'd into a Lake, called 4/pkaltizes, the Sal;, or Dead
Sca ; becaufe no Creature can live therein, and the noifome Steams
from it blaft every thing thac grows in the Earth about it

Deus [uper impium populnm Gelennam mifis ¢ calos
Salyians
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. And pow’rful Arm ; that rent the hollow

Ground, i 7 !
And nv’d the burfting Clouds with thund’ring
Sound 3 o T '

‘While ftormy Rain pour’d o ﬁcry Stréams,

And delug’d the whole Land in liquid Flames.
955. l?ovyn the ‘Aby{-.s the wre;c(heé;lievrﬂcll is driv"n, y

For offer’d Violence to Z,ngﬁgs_ of Heav'n, .

(Mof’c execrable. Crime!,): the Sons of Truth,

In heé.v"r/x‘ly Beauty dreft, anc:I‘Bloom of Youth.

) Such
ANNOTATIONS., )

To this Account likewife of the Deftruétion of Sodem, many pro-
fane Authors bear Witnefs, (fee Strabo, lib, xvi, Solin, cap. xxxv.
Tacit, Hiff, 1. v.<ap. 7.) though by their various Fi&tions they have
frangely difguisd it.  Tirefias and Hgypeus being ftricken with
Blindnefs, the one for entring into Nepsune's Temple, and the other
for looking upen Minerva as fhe bath'd in Hippocrene; and the Sol-
diers of dlexander being afflited with the fame Punifhment by Ce-
res, for demolifhing her Temple at the taking of Mileus, with  ma.
ny. the like Siories, fecm all to be borrow’d from- this. - But nething
can be more appofite than the beautiful Tale Owid tells us of Bancis
and Philemen, who were the only two of all the Country that would
entertain Fupiter and Mercury, when they travell’'d over Phrygia

-and in Recompence for the Favour, Fupiter declared what he was,

And own'd the God. The Neighbourhood, faid he,
Shall juftly perifh for Impiety 2 -

You ftand alone exempted : but obey

With Speed, and follow where we Jead the Way =
Leave thefe accurs’d : and to the Mountain’s Heighe
Afcend ; nor once look backward in your Flighs. .

Dryden.
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Such Madnefs dwells'in that tumultuous Soul,

960, Where frantic Luft, and Thoughts unbridl’d
roll,, ; ,

At thy dread Signal, the obfequious Flood,
Folding its Waves, like icy Mountains ftood, -

' That
ANNOTATIONS. |

V. 961. At thy dread Signal)

This Divifion of the Red Sea is {o graphically exprefs'd, Exod.xiv.
that any one with an indifferent Atcention may perceive the wonder-
ful Hand of Geod in that Defcription.  Yet fome affirm, that there
was npthing fupernatural ‘in it, and that Mofes, whe was moft skil-
ful in natural Wifdom, having obferv’d the Reflux of the Sea, con-
ducted his People through it ggfely 5 while the £gjyprians being ig-
norant, or not aware of it, were drowned at the Return of the
Waves. But thefe, and the like Cavils have been fufficiently an-
fwered. F. Natal. Alexander, in his Hiftory of the Old and New
Tefament, produces the Teftimonies of Philo Fudeus, Artapauus,
Ezekiel Tragicus, Diodorus, and others 3 who all of them acknow-
ledge this, with the Holy Scriptures, to be a Miracle, And he en-
quires, whether it be probable, that there was none in’ all Pharaoh’s
Courts or numerous Army, ‘that was skill'd in the Flux or Reflux of
the Sea, and could inform the reft of their imminent Danger ; ef-
pecially fince, the Country lying upon the Red Sea, it might reafon-
ably be thought to be better known to the - Egypsians, than to Mo-
[es himfelf. "He alfo denies any Similitude berween this and Alex-
ander's Paflage through the Sea of Pamphylia, which Fofephus (An-
#ig. ). ii. c. 27.) compares to it. But we may fuppofe, that from
hence the Perffan Hiftorfans feign'd, ‘that Rivers were dried up, ot
congeal'd, to facilitate the Return of Zoreafires, (See Huet. Qu. Aln.
P- 206.) And Homer makes Vulcan, atthe Inftigation of Jumo, dry
up the River Scamander ; and when Neptune mounts his Car,

The Sea fubfiding {preads a level Plain,
Exults, and owns the Monarch of the Main 5
The parting Waves before his Courfers fly;
The wond'ring Waters leave his Axle diy.

. xiil, Pogee
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That Ifrael’s Sons might tread the  fithful
Sand, \

And, freed from Bondage, reach the promis’d
Land ;

965. But foon difcharg’d, the warring Billows roar’d,

And oer the Troops of harden’d Pbharach
pour’d.

’Midft Arms, and Chariots, float the num’rous
Dead, o

And all around the broken War is fpread.

And thus they fell, whofe Steely Hearts, nor
Shame, ‘

970. Nor Fear, nor mighty Wonders cou’d reclaim,

Thou, when no ﬁrong Machines of War _aé-

gt
Canft firike the tott’ring Walls with Panic Fear.
: ; And,
ANNOTATIONS.

" ¥, 569, dud thus they fell )

We may prefume, that God thus contefted with the Contumacy
of the Tyrant Pharaoh, 'that he might difplay his Power, in the
Muliiplicity of his Miracles ; his Juftice, in Varicty of Judgments ;
and his Mercy and Faithfulnefs to‘his People, by bringing them
forth with a mighty Hand. Pfal, Ixiv. 33, Ixxviii, 13, 53.

V. 971, Tkou, when no frong Machines)
43
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And,when the Trumpet gives its {prightly Sound,
Level the loftieft Rampiers with the Ground,
975. And with the Dinof War thy Foes confound :
With torrent Speed they fly the direful Field,
And blind with guilty Fears toShadows yield.
Thine Arm is Lightning, and when Thunder rolls,
We own thy glorious Voice, that fhakes the

Poles,
. Throa
ANNOTATIONS,

It eame 2o pafs when the People beard the Sound. of the Trumper,
and the People (houted with a grear Shous, thas the Walls {of Fe-
richo) fell dowm flat to the Ground.

(A2 ubvas guviis Sdrmi1)y G- xspativag £ oy Mdes

Epiphan. Her. Ixvi, n.83.) Joff. vi. 20. Fudge Vil 22. 2 Kings
vil. 7. Heb, xi. 30. :

The ingenious Mr. Fenton, in his Note oa thefe Lines of #¥al-
ler to King Charles 1L

Bar while we praife you, you afcribe it all
To his high Hand which threw th* untouch'd Wall
Of felf-demolifth’d Fericho fo low,

fuppofes the Greeks to have inverted this Piece of facred Hiftory,
in their Fable of mphion’s building the Walls of Thebes by the
Power of Mufic, ¢

Di&us, ez Amphion, Thebana conditor arcis,
Saxa movere [1ne vefludinis, et prece blanda,
Duzere quo wvelles, Hor. Art. Poet.

Thus when Amphion built the Theban Wall,
They feign'd the Stones obey’d his tuneful Call.

V. 978, e own thy glirieus Voice )
: yix
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980. Thro’ barren Deferts were thy People led,
And with the fweet Repaft of Angels fed :
‘When

ANNOTATIONS.
Vax tua tervibile eff tonitru; tua dextera fulmen,

Tho® Thunder hath its Place and Time in that Order and Courfe
of Nature which God hath firft eftablifhed, yet, among other Ends,
it might be intended to reprefs the Infolencies of forme, and awa-
ken the guilty Confciences of ‘others, whom the Confideration of
his other Works, and daily Providence, cannot move to the Fear and
Acknowledgment of a fapreme Power ; and is therefore call'd the
Voice of God. 2 Sam. xxii. 14, Pfal. xxix. 77, 18. (See aboves
. 420.) ¥

Artabanus, Uncle to - Xerxes, criesout, Doft thou not fee, that
God firikes with his Lightnings the largeft Animals, nor fuffers them
to grow infolent, and leaves the lefs unburt 2 Doft thou not fee that
his fiery Darts always throw down the moft Jofty Edifices, and the
wlleft Trees! For €0d takes Delight in-humbling the Proud, and de-
prefling the haughty. Herodot. 1. vic

To this I muft beg Leave to add thofe admirable ‘Lities of onr in-
imitable Shakefpear, in his Defcription of a Tempeft ;

Man’s Natare cannot carry

The Afiliction, and not fear. Tremble thou Wretch,
That haft within thee undivulged Crimes, . .
Unwhipp'd of Juftice. | Hide thee, thou bloody Hand,
Thou perjur'd, and thou Similar of Virtue,

That art inceftuous ¢ Caitiff; to. Piéces fhake,

‘That under Covert and convenicnt feeming,

Haft pradtis'd on Man’s Life. Clofe pent up Guilt,

Rive your concealing Continents, and cry

Thefe dreadful Summoners Grace. - K. Zear.

V. 981. And with the fwees Repafl) .
Conireto czli paifti Tove, —e
God rained down Manna from Heaven, Exod. xvi. So that Man

_did eat sngels Foody Pfal. Ixxviii. 25. that is, fuch “as *Angels mighe
cat,
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When from the Heav’ns was ‘pout’d the genial
Rain,

And glift’ring Dews impearl’d the foodful Plain :
Rocks foften’d at thy Word, kind Streams beftow,

685. And liquid Sweets from bitter Fountains flow. :
Infinicé

ANNOTATIONS.

cat, if they required Food, Wifd. xvi. 20, (as the Tongue of An-
gels is put for an excellent Tongue by St. Paxl, 1 Cor. xiii, 1.) or

Food that came from the Habitation of Angels : Or laftly, fuch as
was prepar’d and fent by the Miniftry of Angels.

We have many Prodigies of the like Nawre in the Scriptures. See
1 King.xvii. 6, 14- Xix. 6. 2 King iv.6. 38,&¢. ~And among the many
Allufionsto this in the profane Writers, we may reckon Romulus and
Remus being nourifh'd by a Wolf, Zirg. £n. viii v. 630. Famus,the
Son of Apnl%o, and Evadne, fed by Dragons with dueugd ‘1 pertasdy,
the innocent Venom of Bees,~ Pind.Od, Olym. vi. Or what Callimachus
fays happen’d to the Infancy of Fupizer. Hymn. ad Jov. v.

——— S0 N'ehivas wiove paldv
"A1ys "Agadlens, i@l N yavny xieor Hews. e
On his Ambrofial Lips the Goat diftill’'d
Her milky Store, and fed th’ immortal Child =
With her the duteous Bee prefents her Spoils,
And for the God repeats her flowry Toils, Pits,

V. 984. Rocks foften'd at thy word )
T largum duris e rupibus elicis amnem.

Exod. xyii. 6, Numb. xx. 11, Mofes lift up his Hand, and with
his Rod {mote the Rock twice, and the Water came out abundantly s
fo that it ran down like Rivers, (faith the Pfalmiff, booeviii, 15.) to
fupply the Want of the whole Camp. Thus Sampfon drank of the
Waters that flow’d from the Jaw Bone, Judg. xv. 19. And to con-
firm Samuel in the Opinion of the People, the Lord fent Thunder
and Rain, 1 Sam, xii» 13, And when the Kings 9f Ifrael, Fudah,

an
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Infinite Pow’r fufpending Nature’s Laws,
As Wifdom infinite approves the Caufe.

When
ANNOTATIONS.

and Edom, were diftrefs'd for Want of Water in the Wildernefs, tho’
there was neither Wind nor Rain, yet the Valleys were fil'd with
Water, that they might drink, both they, and their Catle, and their
Beafts, 2 Kings iii. 17.

‘To thefe the ancient Heathens bear Witnefs, who tell us, that in
the Land of Dryopé there are Baths which fpring from Hercules's ha-
ving {fmote a Rock with his Club. They likewife figu’d Fanus
with a Rod in his left Hand, wherewith he {mites a Rock, and the
Waters guth out, Eufeb. Dem. Evang. pr. iv, cap.9. Add to thef¢
the Teftimony of Euripides, Bacch. 703,

OUgoow & 715 Aapsa’ imaisey eis wiToay.
03¢y Negoddis Ut inandd Verhs.
And Gallimach. Hymn. ad Jov.
*Emet 1y dvrardoace Sed uéyar o0 aiiyuy
TIAEew 00@ ouiden. 7 N2 of dixa asAv Jubsn,
"Exd’ Exsey piyd) xelue.

She fpoke, and as fhe fpoke \
Rear'd high her fcepter’d Arm, and pierc'd the Rock;

Wide to the Blow the parting Mountain rent,

"The Waters gufh’d tumaultuous at the Vent; ’
Impatient to be freed, m——= Pirt,

V. 985. And liquid Sweets)
Tu drlces in aquas fonses conversis amaros,

The Wonderfulriefs of this, lies not in the Faét it fclf ; becaufe
Mofes cat a certain Tret into the Waters, which might be a natural
Means of purging them and making them fweet, (See Plin. 1. xxiv.
cap. 1.) but in the miraculous Difcovery of this Tree by God him-
felf. Exed, xv. 21. As when Elifba heal'd the Waters of Jeriche by
cafting Salt therein, 2 Kings ii. 21+ And at Gilgal, by cafting Meal
into the Pot, he cured the poifonous Potage, for the Sons of the

Prophets.
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When mighty Fo/tua with ardent Pray’r,
And more than human Strength purfu’d the

War,

990. The
ANNOTATIONS.

Prophets. For the Lord (faith the Author of Ecclefiafliens) hath .
created Medicines out of the Earth, and he that is wife will nor ab-
hor them. Was not the Water made fiweer with Wood, that the
Virtue thereof might be known ?  xxxviii. 4

V. 936, Infinite Pow'r fufpending )
Et quas fixifti leges, idem ipfe refigis.

The reverfing, upon fome:great and important Occafions, or fuf*
Eending thofe Laws of Nature which evidently appear to be efta-
lifh'd "in- the World, argues a Power and Wifdom not inferior to
that which firft eftablifh’d ’em there. The Effe& fpeaks the Capfe,
and God manifefts himfelf as much in one Cafe as in the other. Now
that this has happen’d, and that fuch Things have been done as we
call Miracles, all Hiftory, both facred and profane, attefts, and we
cannot doubt of it, unlefs we renounce all human Faith, and the E-
vidence of our Senfes. For though we cannot pretend to know what
Matser might be made to do in another Syffems of Things different
from the prefent World, yet in this we bave as much Aflurance and
Knowledge of the Regulations of ir, and of a fettled Courfe of Things,
and of the Diftirbances induftcioufly given to it, in fome particular
Inftances, as we have of any thing whatever ‘relating to Mazter,
When therefore fuch a Conftitution of Things, as ordinarily continues
fix’d and inviolable, is chang’d and over-rul'd, and when the Means
arc fo unfuirable and difproportionate to the End, as in the feveral
Inftances here mention’d by our Author, we cannot impute thefe Mia
sacles to any Force or Efficacy of mere Nature, (they being utterly
beyond the Sphere of its A&ivity,) but muft acknowledge them to
be the Works of God, Nor is it any thing to the Purpofe to fuppofe
thefe Things to be cffeéted by other Beings different £(;m him ; be-
caufe, fince we cannot fuppofe thefe Beings to be felf-exiffent, they
muft receive not only their Exiftence, but all their Powers of aétin,
from the One felf-exiffent Being, which is God ¢« And fince He i3
the ultimate Caufe of all Caufes, we prove his Exiffence and Power,
as much by fuppofing the Miniftry of his'Creatures, as if we fu
pos'd, that the World was made, and is preferv’d and govern'd by
‘Him without the Afliftance of any of them. MS, Ifa, xxxv. B/ xliv.
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990. The Sun ftood fill, while the pale wond’ring
Moon :
Long waited with the Stars his going down ;
Till Veng’ance laugh’d, with ghaftly Ruins fed,
And Slaughter glutted on the num’rous Dead.

Back to their Fountains foamy Rivers flow’d,
995. And Streams were purpled o’er with reaking

Blood.
‘The
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 990, The Sun ftood fiill)

Sol caly fletit i s, mirantibus afiris,

Many Allufions to this we find in the Heathen Poets: not tomen-
tion the long Night wherein Fupicer diverted himfelf with Alemena 5
or the unnatural Fealt of Afreus, when aftonifh’d at the Horror
of the Fa&t, the Sun is faid to blufh, and go back again ; we may
obferve, that Callimachus reprefents the Sun ftopping his Chariot ta
behold a Chorus of Nymphs, and thereby prolong'd the Day.

SHaQe wag’ HIMG- naaldy yopdr IAAL SeiiTar
Bivesy tmisiioas,7d &2 gdsa pnadvorras,
Hymn. ad Dian.'v. 181.

He faw the dancing Beauties, pleafing Sight !
And ftaid his Chariot, to protraét the Light.

And our Dryden, in his Wife of Batl’s Tale, fuppofes the Moon
to do the fame.

Nor darkling did they dance, the filver Light !
Of Phebe ferv'd to guide their Steps aright,
And with their Tripping pleas'd, prolong'd the Night, :

V. 995. And Streams were purpled o’er)

Fluminague obfceno manaruns rubra cruorey mmm—
We
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The drudging Afs, Beaftof untuneful Noife,
Utter’d the diftin& Sounds of human Voice.

I Long

ANNOTATIONS.

We read of nothing more frequent in the Roman Hiftories, than
of Rivers of Blood, Water being chang’d into Blood, Showers of
Blood, Statues fweating Blood, and the like : All which re{emble this
Story of Msfes’s turning the Waters of the .Zgyprians into Blood,
Exod. vii. 19. But concerning this Miracle we may obferve, that,
becaufe the Magicians, v.22. are faid to do the fame with their En-
chantments, a Queftion is ftarted, (which I have heard fome litle
Cavillers wege my felf, and therefore 1 mention it,) viz. Where
had they Water to [hew their Art, when it was all changed before 2
*Tis incredible to think what Pains many Iaoterpreters have taken to
folve this trifling Difficulty 5 it would be idlc to recount their feveral
Opinions, The chief were Theodorez, who thinks they had it from
the Sea, that being not fitto drink was not chang'd into Blood before ;
and St. Auftin, who thought that they brought it from Geflen, where

the Ifraelites dwelt. Le Clerc fays, that the Magicians ftayed till.

the Water was reftored to its firlt State, and this he proves from @,
25. Any of thefe Solutions may do ; bue I rather join with St
“uftin, who was of Opinion, that the Water which the Zgypsians
chang'd into Blood they drew out of Pits, which they digged by the
River Nile, V. 24.

V. 996. The drudging Afs)
Namb, xxii, 28. 2 Pet. ii. 16.

Impicty cannot except agaisft the Bible, becaufe of thefe fhiange
Things that are recorded therein ¢ Since the Heathen Books are full
of the like Wonders ; as, the Horfcs of Achilles and Adraftus in
Homer ; the Tree that {peaks to Eneas in Virgil ;the Ram of Plryx-
s, the Bull of Europa, the Elephant of Perus, and the Afs of Bac-
chus, and many more, which Bocharr has alledg’d our of them, pot
to prove that all fuch Things are true, but thar the Gentile Writess
thought that itdid not exceed the Power of their Gods to effe& fuch
Things ; in all likelihood, they devifed them out of this facred Hi-
ftory, that they mighe not feem to come behind the Fews in any
thing which might give Credit to thelr own Religion,

.
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Long were the Heav’ns ferene, no Clouds, nor

Rain,
To lay the Fever of the thirfty Plain,
1000. Low buried in the Farth the Fountains fleep,
Nor Streams guth out to feed the fandy Deep:
But Heav’n once open’d, and pour’d forth a
Show’r

Inceflant, till the Earth was feen no more,
i No
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 998, Long awere the Heav'ns ferene )

Inftances of this we find, 1 Kings xvii. 1. 2 Sam. xxi. 1. Job
xii. 15. Luke iv. 25. Jam. v. 7. And parallel to it in Heathen
Story, we read that Ceres, for the Rape of her Daughter Proferpine,
punifh’d the Land with Famine, till the Parce commiffion’d lzajy: Fu-
piter had appeas’d her Anger, She allo drove Eryfichthon of Theffaly
o fuch Diftrefs by Famine, that he was forc’d to eat his own Flefh,
becaufe he had affronted her in cutting down her Grove, (vid, Ovid,
Metam.) And in Hefiod we fee Fupiter threatning the wicked with
Peftilence and Famine, Oper. v. 240.

015 d" IBols T8 piunre nand, & exérasm foye,
Toisw & spavbley piy® twhiyays ahua Kesrior,
Atgsy sus Actuby.

On the revengeful, wicked Man, 'fhall Jove

Pour from the Vials of his burning Wrath,
Famine, and Peflilence, mmme——

V. 1002, But Heav'n once open’d)

This happen’d in the Time of Noah, as we read Gen. vii. 11, Job
xxit. 16, Mat. %Xiv. 39. Luke xvii.27. 2 Pet ii. 5. which has
furnifh’d Macter of Difpute to fo many of our Chriftian Philofopbers,
whom let thofe confuk whole Curioficy reaches beyond the Scriptures I
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No Wonder that the maffy Iron rides
1005. On the fmooth Stream, nor by its Weight
fubfides 5
I2 That

ANNOTATIONS.

I fhall only obferve, that all Nations in the World (as plainly ap-
pears by the Records thar remain) had heard fomething of an uni-
verfal Deluge, and of one Perfon’s being miraculonfly faved from itz
The Chaldeans call him Xifuthrus, or Sifithrus ; the Chinefe, Fohi;
and moft of the Poets Deucalion; but they certainly allude to the Prefer-
vation of Noab from the above-mention’d Flood 5 which Milren makes
the Angel Michael foretell to Adam in thefe Words,

All the Catarats

Of Heav'n fet open, on the Earth fhall pour
Rain, Day and Night ; all Fountains of the Deep
Broke up, fhall heave the Ocean to ufurp
Beyond all Bounds ; till Inundation rife

Above the higheft Hills,

Mile, xi,

* I have omitted two Verfes of my Author, but, to deal fairly with
him, fhall fubjoin them here, and venture to tranflate them, fincethe
Miracle thetein pretended is no fooner” mentioned than it ftands con-

futed.

Tu Cererem exiguam Nati convertere in artus
Diwvines, corpufque pores facrantis ab ore.

By thee the Prielt converts meer Wine to Blood,
And of a Wafer forms the Son of God.

Miracle did I fay ? T mean the Pofition is abfurd, and fille, not

to fay impious 5 but fuch was the Prejudice of his Times and. Edu-
cation. :

V. 1004 No Wonder thas the maffy Iron ). 2 Kings vi. 6.
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That conquer’d Flames withdraw their poignant
Sting,

Whilft in the midft unhurt thy Childrer fing 5

That Leavesand Bloffoms deck the faplefs Rod,

Far mightier Ats proclaim the Pow’r of God.

1o10. By thee the deaf with perfe@t Organs hear,
And feel well-pleas’d the undulating Air :
The blind and comfortlefs, reftor’d to Sight,
With trembling Eyes behold the gaudy Light :
Thougiv’ft new Vigour to Life’s laft Remains,
1015. When thiv’ring Death creeps cold along the
Veins.
Death too obeys thee, and the rav’nous Tomb,

Lab’ring with Life, becomes a fruitful Womb.
And

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 1006, That conquer’d Flames) Dan. iii.

P. 1008, That Leaves and Blofems)
Arida fi nitido revivefcat gevmine virga,

Bordering upon this we read in profane Story, that the Club of
Herculos, which was of Box, or the wild Olive Tree, being fet in the
Ground, took Root immediately and flourifh’d.  And thar there was
a Poplar planted near the Place of Pirgil’s Birth, which fuddcnly
grew up to an unufual Height and Bulk, and to which the fuperfi-
tious Neighbourhood attributed marvellous Virtues,

¥, 1016. Death too obeys thee Y 1 Sam. ii. 6. 2 Kings viil. 5.
Many Storiesof the Dead being reftor'd to Life, we find. among the
angient
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And this divinely great, this wond’rous Pow’r,
Thou giv’ft to thofe, who rightly thee adore,
1020. Who cent’ring all their Thoughtsin thee alone,
With their afliduous Pray’rs invade thy Throne.
Bleft in thy Love, they more than mortal ftand,
And make all Nature bow to their Command :
I3’ Hence
ANNOTATIONS.
ancient Fabulifts ; as Thefeus, Alccfles, Timon the Lydian, and Ti-
mofthenes the Athenian, by Hercules y Semele his Mother,and Ariadne
his Wite, by Bacchus; Hippolysus, and Caflor, with many more, by
Afeulapius, as yet an Infants Iphigenia by Diana, and Eurydice his
Wife by Orpheus, tho” fhort was her fecond Date.
Famque pedem referens, cafus evaferas omnes,

Redditaque Eurydice [fuperas wemiebat ad auras,
Pone fequens. Virg. Georg. iv.

All Dangers paft, at length the lovely Bride

In Safety goes, with her melodious Guide,

Longing the common Light again to fhare,

And draw the vital Breath of upper Air. Dryden,

V. 1018, And this divinely great)

Idque aliis das poffe, tuas qui pclfore caffe
Implorant wires, ———

John XV, 12. AFs iv. 29. Vi, 8. Vill. 7, 13, X. 44. Through God
will we do great Afs, faith the Pfalmiff, Ix. 12. " And Homer much
in the fame Strain, :

—— AVTE W TOANGY
Aady oty dvip 8y 7 Zius wings QrAep. 1. ix,

3t That happy Man, whom Fove ftill honours moft,
Is more than Armies, and Himfelf an Hoft.  Popey
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Hence the deep Mountains from their Roots are

- torn,
1025. And whirl’d aloft to diftant Ocean born :
Sccrets enwrapt in the dark Womb of Fate

They certain fee; and wond’rous Truths relate.

»

Such Grace in Meafureslarge is oft beftow’d
On Man, full rich and happy in his God,
1030. On Man, for whom this fpacious World was
made,
And all the Splendors of the Sky difplay’d :

: At
ANNoTATIONS
V. 1024, Hence the deep Mountains)

Masth. xvii. 20, Luke xvii. 6.
V. 1026. Secrets enwrapr) 1 Cor, xii. yo. Xiil, 2,

"That there bave been Prophecies and Predi&ions verified by real
Effe&s, in their refpe@ive Times and Seafons in the World, not on-
ly the Hol{) Scriptures, which at leaft may deferve the Credit of true
Hiftories, but profane Authors of the beft Account relate many of
them, as Herodotus, Paufanias, ¢e. And Cicero tells us, that Chry-
Sfippus had made a vaft Colletion of them, all confirmed by undoubt-
ed Authority, and fufficient Teftimonies. Among the Poets, ( a fort
of Prophets themfelves) we find frequent Mention of Prophets, and
the great Veneration they were generally held in by the People, as,

Kdaxas Oesopiding, doyominey 5y’ dpisGry
'0¢ ¥ 743" vz, 76 77 bmbusre, wph 7 Eorlas
~— Chalchas the wife, the Grecian Priefk and Guide,

"That facred Secr, whofe comprehenfive View
.. The paft, the prefent, and the future knew, Peye,

P. 1030, O Man, for wwhom) L ;
AR~ ot
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At laft to crown his Joys, to Man is given,

Precious Reward ! eternal Life in Heav’n.

Lord, would’ft thou fatisfy our longing Pains,
1035. Bind us to thee in ever-during Chains,
And blefs thy Servants, this alone we know,
Can make us happy, and for ever fo;
For they, who live in thy belov’d Embrace,
And tafte the Sweets of thy all-faving Grace,
I4 1040, Have

ANNOTATIONS.

Let Lucretius, and all fuch who fuppofe that Intereft alone is the
Caufe of all good Nature, and the Spring of A&ion, deny that God
made this fpacious World to pleafurc Man.

Deos hominum causd woluiffe
Praclaram mundi nasur am cemm—
Dicere defipere eff. —  Lucr, v, 158,

Far be it from us to think {o meanly, fo ungratefully of our God,
who being all perfe@, muft confequently be moft beneyolent, and
has accordingly in his Wifdom framed the Univerfe, and in hisGood-
nefs fited all Things therein for the Ufe and Benefic of his Creas
tures, efpecially of Man, his Favourite, Gen. ix. 2.

Th’ undoubted Lord of this inferior World,

V. 1032, At laff to crownm his Foys)

The Fables of the Elyfan Fields and Happy Iflands, wherein the
Ancients fuppofed, that the Virtuous after Death cnjoy'd eternal
Blifs, are too well known to be repeated ; I fhall only obferve, that
thefe were faint Skerches of thofe facred Truths, that were more ful-
ly explained afterwadds in the Writings of the Prophets and Apofiles,
who broughe Life and Immortalicy to Light thro* the Gofpel, Matt.
XxV. 34« Rom, ix, 13, Heb. xi. 6., 2 Tim. iv, 10,
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1040. Have all the Bleffings that a God can give,

Nor Creatures more can with, nor more receive :
For all Things come from thee, on thee alone,
They all depend, and make thy Goodnefs
known.
Thy Goodnefs, Lord, our ev’ry Need fupplies,
1045. Nor can he want, who on his God relies 5
Tt lulls the wearied Traveller to Sleep,
And lifts the Sailor from the gaping Deep 3
For thofe that thirft, it melts in healing Streams,
And fhines upon Defpair with chearful Beams.
1050. All Riches, and that greater Blefling, Health,
¢¢ The Body’s Pleafure, and intrinfick Wealth,
Wifdom, if Man be wife, Virtue, and Love,
All come from thee, Thou Lord of Heaven above.
Thou art the Rule of Things, the Depth, the
Height,
1055. The Order, Beauty, Number, Meafure, Weight

Thou
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 1044. Thy Godnefs, Lord,

‘The Perfon, who has a firm Truft on the ﬁlﬁreme Being, is powera
ful in his Power, wifeby his Wifdom, happy by his Happinefs : He
reaps the Benefit of every divine Auribute, and lofes his own Infuf-
ficiency in the Fulnefs of infinite Perfeftion, Pfal, xxxiv. 15. XKxViie

1. chve 20, clxvi. 8. Prov. i 21, xi, 10. Masshy vi 33. 1 Per.
iii. 2
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Thou never flat’ring Hope ! thou mighty

Pow’r,
Thou Way, Thou Light, Thou Life ! ---enee-
Glad wou’d I more,
But fcanty Art denies ; ftill more I leave,

Than Language can exprefs, or Heart conceive.
1060. For while we ftrive to plumb with Reafon’s Line,
The wond’rous Depths of Majefty divine,

Or climb the Heights of the all-ruling Pow’r,

And with our grov’ling Senfes God explore,

Whom all the Orbs of Heav’n cannot contain,
1065. We labour to exhauft the circling Main.

But
ANNOTATIONS.

Y. 1058. But feanty At denies)
Defunt mibi carmina, defunt wverba.
But on fo vaft a Subje& who can find
Words, that may reach th’ Ideas of his Mind 2
Our Language fails ; or if it could fupply,
What mortal Thought can raife itfelf fo high 3
Defpairing here we might abandon Art,
And only hope to have it in our Heart, Waller,

V. 1064, Whom all the Orbs)

Non te orbes capiunt.

Pliny has a Reflexion very pertinent to this in his Natwral Hiffory
Furor ¢f, profecie furor, egredi ex eo, . 'Tis Madnefs to go be-

yosd
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But cow’d I ventrous learn thy hidden Ways,
And dive into the Secrets of thy Praife,
Had I an Angel’s Voice, a thoufand Tongues,
A Throat of Brafs, and never-failing Lungs,

1070. In vain thow’d I attempt to fhew it forth,

Or tell with artful Song thy boundlefs Worth.
Here then I'll hang my Harp, and raife no

more,
My feeble Voice, but filently adore.

O Glo-

ANNOTATIONS.

yond the Limits of the World, and be perpetunally fecking Things
without it, as if all Things therein were perfe@ly known already.
But how can he, who knows not his own, take the exaét Dimen-
fions of any thing elfe 2 Or how can the Wit of Man pretend to
comprehend thofe Things, which the World itfelf cannot contain, or
comprehend ? Let me add a Line or two from Milten,

To attain
The Height, and Depth of thy eternal Ways,
All human Thoughts come fhort, Supreme of Things !

and conclude with the ‘excellent Caution the Angel Raphael gives ta
Adam, very applicable to all Men,

Let not thine own Conceptions hope
Things not reveald ; which the Efernal King,
Only omniftient, hath fupprefs'd in Night,

"To none communicable, in Earth, or Heay'n :
Enough is left befides to fearch, and know.

1. vibv. 1204
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DEI FILIO, DEO
OPT MAX

The Second Hymn of M. Hieron. VIDA'
7o GOD zhe SON.

Principio ante @vi primordia, et ante creata
Omnia Verbum erat eternum, immemorabile Verbum

Ufque Deum propter refidens, ------ &.

OffutureWorlds confeft the Sov’reign Lord,
High on the Right of the Almighty fate

‘When Matter, Time, were not, or Things create ;

5. Only-begotten Son of the Supreme,
The fame in Pow’r, and Majefty with Him ;
The

ANNOTATIONS.

1 intend not to be fo tedious in my Annotations on this Hymn, as
on the former, having referr’d all that relates more particularly to
the Life of Chriff to my Tranflation of ”IDA’s CHRISTIAD';
which (God willing) fhall fhortly be publifhed with large Obferva-
tions Hiftorical and Critical. However, as this Hymn begins with a
Reddition of the Firft Chapter of the Gofpel of St. Fokn, I fhall
offer you an Encomium or two, which fell in my Way, on that moft
divine and excellent Part of Scripture. Quid

— 14
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. The Father’s Image 5 his reflective Thought
Immediately exprefs’d 3 True God of God
’ Maker

ANNOTATIONS.

Quod initium S. S. Evangelit, cui nomen ¢ff Secundum Joannem,
quidam Platonicus aureis literis confiribendum es per ommes ecclefias
in locis eminentiffimis proponendum effe dicebar. Aug. de Civ. Dei,
x.29. A cerain Platoniff, (whom the learned Dr. ?mtle] takes to
be Amelius) faid, The Beginning of the Gofpel of St. Jobn deferv’d
to be written in Letters of Gold, and fet in the moft confpicuous
Place in every Church. X

— Aliud agenti exbiber fe mibi afpedtu primo auguftiffmum illud
Cap. SJoan, In principio erat Verbum. Lego partem capitis, et ita
commeveor legens, ut vepenté divinitatem argumenti, et [eripti maje-
fatem aultoritazemque fenferim lonzo intervalle emmibus eloquentie
b, & fluminib Horrebat cerpus, fapebat ammus, et
totum illum diem fic afficiebar, ut qui cfem, ipfe mibi incertus vide-
rer efSe.  Recordatus es mei, Domine Dexs mi, pro mifericordid tud,
evemque perditam in gregem tuam recepiffi.  Ex co tempore, quum in
me Deus tam potenter [piritus fui virtute irruiffet, alia frigidius, et
negligentits legere et sractare capi, de his verd quee ad pietatem per-
tinent cogitare amplins, et in eis ardentius wverfari.

Junius in vita fui.

— Emploz‘d upon fomething elfe { fays Fanius) 1 accidentally caft
my Eye on that augult Chapter of Fobm, In the Beginning was the
Word s 1 read Part of it, and with great Affection I immediacely per-
ceiv’d, that the Divinity of the Argument, and the Authority and Ma-
jefty of the Writing far excecded the fweeteft Fluency, and moft ar-
ful Strokes of human Eloquence. My Body fhiver'd, my Mind was
aftonifh’d, and the whole Day I was fo affefted, that 1 fcarce knew
where, or what 1 was.  Theu kafl remember’d me, O Lord my God,
and-of thy greas Goodnefs, receiv'd a loff Sheep into #hy Flock. And
from the Time that the Grace of God’s Holy Spirit work'd fo pow-
erfully in me, I began to read and treat other Matters coolly and neg-
ligently; but to exercife my felfin thofe that concern’d Religion and
Picty, with Devotion and fervent Zeal,

V. 7. The Father's Image, &c.

1 was here oblig’d, asin fome other Places, to confult the Senfe

or Expreflion, rather than the Rbyme,
Eque
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Maker of all Things; Sourceof Life and Light,
10. Scatt’ring the gloomy Shades of Death and Night,
The Lightthatallin pitchy Darknefs fhone, »
Nor by that Darknefs were its Beauties known, -
>Till comesa Man, commiffion’d from above,
Toblefs the Nations with the Fruits of Love,

15. To fpeak glad Tidings to the lift’ning Throng,
And raife new Life with his prophetic Song :
Around he fpreads the Truth-difcov’ring Ray,
And joyous uthers in the Lord of Day.

Nor was himfelf that glorious Light he fings,

20. That bears Salvation on its healing-Wings :

That thines on our firft Hours, with tender Care

Enlight’ning all that breathe the vital Air,

The World, his Work, was with his Prefence
blefs’d,

Tho’ by the World, blind Heathen, not confefs’d :

25. His chofen [/;‘ael too were fo ingrate,

As to reject him with relentlefs Hate

- But
ANNOTATIONS.

Eque Deo Deus, et werum de mumine numes,

Quod Deus eternd produxis origine, nullo

Temporis obfequio fe in femer mense refleens,
Concipicnfque [ue proprium hunc fibi imaginis inflar,
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But happy they, who their kind Lord receiv’d,

And, ftrong in Faith, his faving Name believ’d |

To thefe, as born again of God, ’tis giv’n,
30. To rife to the ecftatic Joys of Heav’n.

Th> Almighty #ord ( ye Sons of Men, draw
near,
And, wrapt in holy Zeal, attentive hear)
The Word ineflable, from Heav’n’s high Throne,
To vifit us vile Worms comes humbly down,
35. Difrob’d of Majefty, in human Frame,
The fame in Paffions, and in Face the fame.
That Man once loft by Aazn might be reftor’d,
And God for Mercy infinite ador’d.
Dwells there fuch Charity in Heav’n above,
40. Such unexampled, fuch myfterious Love!
That Thou, creating Mind, and Lord of Day,
Should’ft be involv’d in Night, and mix with
Clay 5
Thou of Eternal God Eternal Son,
Fer in the rofy Eaft bright Phofphor fhone :

45. Thou



e X
the § O WV 129
45: Thou brighter Phofpber, from whofe Lamp of
Light
His Urn he fills, and all the Stars of Nighn

<

Thy Generation, which no End ftill knows 3
Knew no Beginning, butfor ever flows
From 1ts high Fountain, in unwearied Streams ;
50. Thou Light of Light 5 thou Sun, whofe glorious
Beams
Deck the gay Spheres, and gild the Realms above 3
Thou Source of Goodnefs, Juftice, Truth, and
Lovel
Thy Mind intuitive, e’er Man had Birth,
Forefaw him proftrate, grov’ling on the Earth 3
55. Bow’d down with Ignorance, and deep Defpair,
Nor Heav’n his Aim, nor heay’nly Things his
Care. ‘ )
K Here
ANNOTATIONS,
¥’ 45. Thou brighter Phofpher)

P Tu Lucifer ipfe. wmmmsnmse

1 was unwilling to part from the proper Name; by tranflating it the
Morning Szar, which lefs anfwers the Spirit of Poetry ; I have
therefore made ufe of the Greck Word inftead of the Zatin, which
in this Place muft needs found fomewhat harfh, if not fhocking to a
common Ear ; however little I have mended the Matter, Rev. xkil, 16,

V. 56. Nor HeaV'n his Aim )
—— sz.{
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Here therefore didft thou make thy mean Abode,
""To reconcile for Man an angry God :
Then was the Volume opgn?d,; ;l}?.t was feal’d

60. With Adamantine Seals, and God ftood all reveal’d,
The myﬁivc Songs of Prophecy were clear’d,
And Man from God hih]felf his Duty heard,
Hear’d and rqoyc’d “foon as the fudden Ray,
His Mind illum’n’ ing, pomted out the Way,

65. The Way to Heav’nly Blifs, by thee firft trod,
Our gracious Gﬁidangc to the Throne of God,

As when the Eagle bids her tender Brood
Launch forth advent’rous in the airy Elood,
She
ANNOTATIONS.
— Genus accurvum terris, celeflium inane.
From Perfius, Sat i 61.
O curvae in terras anime, ¢ mIe fum inanes.

O Souls, in whom no Heav'nly Fire is found,
Fac Minds, and ever grov'ling on the Ground.
Dryden,

V. 89 Then was the Polume open'd,) Rev. v,

V. 67. As when the Eagle ) Qualis awis,

1 have render’d it Eazle, becaufe I don’t doubt but our Author had
in View Dews. xxxii. 11. where the Zagle's fluntering about her Neft,

and
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She rifes, finks, and plays around the ﬁc{’é,

0. Till by Example fhe provokes the reft :
On newly budded Pinions flow they rife,
And by Degrees climb the aeria] Skies:
So Man deprefe’d with Doubts and ftupid Fears,
And vainly bufy’d with habitual Cares,

»5. From thy Example fpurn’d this mean Abode,
And travers’d in his Mind the Courts of God.

All Things the Fatber hath reveal’d to thee,
What in Time was, or is, or e'er fhall be 3
Extenfive as the Fatber’s is thy Sight,"
80. Thy Knowledge as thz Father’s infinite 5

Nor was the Throne with his bright Glory ¢rown’d,

FE’er thine with equal Radiance fhone around,

As living Flamés emit inceffant Rays,

That ftrike the dazzled Eye with inftant Blaze,
85: (If not in vain, far diftant as t:he); are

To finite Things we infinite compare)

K 2 They
AxgoTAaTioNS

and makiog a Noife to flic up her young-ones to ledve their dirty
Neft, and ‘try their Wings, reprefents the Means God had ufed to fouze
up the drooping Spirits of the Ifraclizes, when they lay miferably

opprefs'd, and encourage them to afpire after Liberty, and to obey
thofe, whom he had fent to deliver them. .
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'They rife together, muft together die,

Or both maintain the fame Eternity.

The Greatnefs, Pow’r, and Majefty divine,

go. With all that fpeaks the Fatber God, are thine 5

Thine all his Attributes, fave this alone,

He only is the Father, thou the Son.

The Father’s Image ftands in thee exprefs’d,

His mighty Hand, and Arm, and Strength con-

fefs’d.

95. In thee his Wifdom fhines ; and all declare

Thy plattic Pow’r in Heav’n, Earth, Seas, and

Air,

For when God fram’d thofe fplendid Orbs of
Light,
That kindle Day, or chear the darkfome Night,
‘Who caus’d the fubtile Air in Spires to rife,

100. And fpread its eurious Texture thro’ the Skies;
Who check’d the noify Water’s boift’rous Pride,
And bid them in their Channels humbly glide,.
And Earth felf-balanc’d on its Axis move 3
And bound the peaceful Elements in Love ;

105. Af-
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105. Affiftant t};en, and feeing all was good,
Well-pleas’d thou gav’ft thy all-confirming Nod.

Without thee nothing was 5 from thee fprings
all, 3 A
‘We Order, Harmony, or Beauty call :
Embofom’d in the Father, e’er the Birth
110. Of Nature peopled the extended Earth :
Before the Seas were to their Caverns vdriv’n, 5
Or Righteoufnefs unbarr’d the Gates of Heav’n ;
Before the Mountain.-Top fuftain’d a Cloud,
Or ferpent Streams from bubbling Fountains
ﬂow;d, ‘
115. Knit to the Father in eternal Love,
Whence Pea;ce and Joy in endlefs Circles move,
And form thofe Plcé.ﬁires exquifite, immenfe,
That far farmount the Reach of finite Senfe ;
Joys thatthe Sons of Morn alone explore,

120, And knowing thefe, they feck to know no more.

Yet, Lord Eternal, didft thou not difdain
To bear the galling Yoke of mortal Pain,
K3z And
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And breathe the vital Aur, wraptin a Cloud
of Darknefs very Man, and Vc:ry God :
" Down from ihe Fatber, by a wond’rous Birth
125, Thou cam’ft, a poor Inhabitant of Farth,
= Now: wanting Light thy felf, who all thé Spheres
Didft cloath with Light, the Sun, and rrum rous
Stars,
I-’.{ow fweeta Calmdid then the Hca_v’ns adorn,
130. When of a fP_otlefs Virgin thou wert born ? S
Conceiv’d of the Di{(inc, and P_{é{y Pofw’r;
Vthom all with Thee, and God i_"ui)rcrnc ac.lqrc 3
When fmiling Peace her Bleflings firft difplay’d
f;nd oer the World her dc;wny ‘Wi_ngs were
fpread ;
135. VVhencc bbundlefs Pleafures ﬂow, and all around
Wxth bloommg Joys the Umverfc is crown’d ;
As when the Sprmg revxves the droopmg Year,
‘\nd Nature’s Stores in bcauteous Pomp appcar 5
Delicious Dcws 1mpcarl the ghtt ring Hill,

140. And Streams of ne@’rous Milk the Vallies fill ;

The
AVNOTATIONS.
Y. 137. Delicions Dews’)
Undique ft’m diftillant omuia rore. I don’t
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The Clouds siﬁoiyi;g fall in f:;,cr_xtlc Show’rs,

And from on, ﬁigh the fruicful .B'leﬂ'u;g pouts,

A fat’rﬁng Moiffu;e fiwells the Womb of Earth,

And gives ten théufgnd Secds a kindfy Birth :
145. So&-brea&lihg Z?pbyfs fhake their balmy Wings,

A lavith Watte of flow’ 1y Beauties fprings,

That graceful broider ev’ry fragran»tv(Bed,

And va;ious péim: the feet enamé!l’d Mead :

Soon as thou fpread’ft thy flowing Locks around,
150. Ambrofial Scents perfume the fteamy Ground :

Thou art the genial Dew, the golden Show’r,

That now defcends, expeéted long before, ----

* Now had the Serpent, moft malicious Scheme,
Imbittér’d ev’ry Fountaifi, ev’ry Stream,
i oy K gwlie 155. A
ANNOTATIONS.

1 don’t know but that our Author had here in his View that Paf-
fage of Homer, where he compares the Exaltation of Joy in Menglaus's
Mind to the Dew of the Morning reviving the Corn.

Toso ¢ Buuads
Tdyln, et T8 wegi olayvsww dieon
Ants dadlierorr@-, i 1. x:fiﬁ.
:I'jz fwells his Sou!, as when the vernal Graia
ifts the green Ear above the fpringing Plain,
The Fields their vegerable Lifc renew, . . -
And laugh'and glitter with the Morning, Dew. . Pape.

* pida, 1 prefume, in the following: Lines looks upon Gideos™s
Fleece, ( Fudg. vi. §6.) and the Gare mention’d Ezek. xliv, 2. l:;:
a
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155,

A thoufand D.caths, coneeal’zl béncath_ the Waves
Were fpread abroad, and ﬁ]l’d a thuf;md Graves;
The thirfty Flock lay {trcté:}l}’d along the Shore,

““Nor dar'd the deathful Waters to explore, _

160.

But féarﬁll view the fubtle Poifon glide

Thro’ the green Wavc,wand fwell the foamiﬁg
Tide. R ,

When lo! a ftately Creature hlap’d a Hind,

Flew o’er the Lawn, and fwept before the Wind.

The trembling Flocks foon hear the ruthing
Sound, ' o

And on the Lordly Creature gaze around.

. When plunging in, the boylihg Waves he plows,

With the huge Horn that grac’d hislovely Brows:
Rous’d at the Wound, the clam’rous Waters rife,

And lafh with Silver Foam the ruffled Skies,
& ; _ The

ANNOTATIONS.

be Types of the blefled Virgin, in a Senfe which I fhall not ftay 0.
explain 5 his Words are thefe =

Candida te excipiunt intafle wellera lane,
Nec samen gxcepro maduit lana bumida.ab imbri :
Porta eterna manet celi alto in limine claufa, &c.

Thee the foft woolly Fleece receiv’d, yet knew,
No Stain, or Moifture from the  falling Dew :
‘Thro’ Heav'ns eternal ‘Doors thy glories pafs,
This nether World illum’ning ; as the Rays
Of beamy Light play thro” the palilh Glafs,

<
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The Flocks on ev’ry Side pour from the Shore,
170. brink,down the healing Draught, and thirft no
‘more. X
Hither, ye mirthful Nymphs, and fylvan Swains,
Who range the Mountains, or the fow’ry Plainss
Riflé the mazy Groves, difrobé the Fields,
Bring all the T'reafures fertil Nature yields,
175. Lilies and  Violets of the Tyrian Dye,
.'Rofes, that with your maiden Bluthes vie :
Let'Garlands, wove of various Flow’rs adorn

With beauteous Fragrancy the facred Horn.

Thou art that lovely Creature, faving Pow’r,
£80. That came our forfeit Bleflings to reftore.
Celeftial Light | we now no Poifon dread,
And from our Souls is baleful Darknefs fled.

The chofen Flock now mourn’d their Shep-
herds flain,
And fought a faithful Guide, but fought in vain.
185. Difpers"d thro’ the Jdumean Plains they ftray,
And fall to greedy Wolves an eafy Prey.

Their
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 186, And fall o greedy Wolves ) Ezek, XXxiv. 6.



138 To G O D

Their doleful Bleatings rerid the diftant Sky,

And to the facred Mount of Carme] iy s

There thy great Goodnefs heard their clam®rous
Grief,

,190. And wing’d with Love flew {wift to their Relief,

To heal their Wounds, and free their pefter’d
Lands, s

And under thee unite their fcatter’d Bands,

One Flock obfequious to one Sov’reign Lord,

Happy the Flock! the Lord admir’d; ador’d !

195. Fly, hafte, ye Nymphs, whofelovely Beauty
warms o
The Idnwean Swains with genuine Charms,
Forego your Loves, difmifs your woolly Cares,
Your long-fought Shepherd conies, your God ap-
pears,
Lo! Beauty, State, and M:;ljeﬁy divine,

200 Grace ev’ry Feature, glow in ev’ry.Line 1!

ANNOTATIONS.
7, 199. Lo! Beanty, State, and Majifly’)
Cernite ut incelfu gravis, ut [pefabilis ore
Egregio, fermigue wires fuperemines omnes,
Cunfia Deo fimilis, valium, vocergue, coloremque,
Hayd fpirans mortale. mmmme—
From
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On the proud Ground with comely Air he walks,
High tow’ring o’er the reft; and when he talks,
His ‘Words in more than morta] Accents flow,

Sure ’tis a God, the Heay’nly Form we know.

205. . He comes, ye fairones, ftrip the low’ry Meads,
And ftrew the painted Way whereler he treads ;
With gen’rous Fruits your fragrant Baskets load,
And ta the fweet Repaft invite your God :

‘To him retune your cuftomary Lays,

210. And in your Songs extol his endlefs Praife,

) : Say,
ANNOTATIONS,

From Virgil,

~~ Gradienfgue Deas [upereminet omnes.

— hbaud sibi_vulsus
Mortalis, nec wex hominem finat; O Dea cerse ! —,
Nec morsale fopans. il fEnuvie g0,

And Hengti |
Turdusi o, dvawsd” Oshe v ms i Ce57G iws,
. °Ef phv mis ©sbs tas it pardy tugdv Exuai
*ApTéuidli ge Fyeys Ardg néen usydror
TEsdbs 7o, phslis 7, guily 7 dyysara Vigne
Whom ;ur.Spijr has follow’d, I i, can, 2. when Trompare =
meets/with Belpbeis,
Wherewith reviv'd, this Anfwer forth he threw
O Goddefs, (for fuch I thee take ta.be, )

For neither doth thy Face terreftuial fhetw,
Nor Voice Yound mortal, e
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Say, what gay Shepherd from Zdume’s Hight,
Bounding o’er Hillsand ]jales, directs his F. iight,
Swift as the Mountain-Roe, to thefe our Plains,
To glad the Nymphs, and blefs the happy Swains.

215. Sure *tis an Angel, or fome Heav’nly Guett,
Who in the Bloom of Youth and Beauty drefs’d,
Shoots Glory all around, and fills the Sight
Of gazing Crouds with Wonder and Delight.

He comes, like fome young Bridegréom from
his Room,
220: Sweet with ambrofial Scents, and rich Perfume :
Mercy and Love fit {miling in his Face,
And comely Gefture heightens ev’ry Grace:
Let ev’ry Grace your Admiration move,
Till Admiration foftens into Love.
225. Lo ! gentle Love is all around proclaim’d ;

The vefy Mountains are with Love enflam’d.

But fee, his Robes diftain’d with fanguine Red,
Like thofe who in the fparkling Wine-fat tread !
ANNOTATIONS.
V.219, He comes, like fome young Brz;d:gravm) Cantic. iil. 6.
V. 227. Bat fee, his Robes) 1fa Ixiii, 2,
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His Face o’erwhelm’d with Heart-fore Grief ap-
pears, ;
230. And fpeaks his Sorrows in a Burft of Tears.
Who hath diftain’d thofe Robes that fhone more
bright,
Than Innocence in all its native White ?
Where is that Form divine, that Beauty gone,
That fhedding fplendid Glories round the Throne,
235. Gladden’d the Synod of Inferior Gods 3
Thofe Heav’n born Souls, that fill the bleft Abodes?
Art thou that Light eternal, once more fair
Than rofy-finger’d Morn, or Morning-Star?

Art
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 238, Than rofy-finger’d Morn)
Roféo formofior afiro,

O celi jubar, O oriens, O Lucifer alme.

The Comparifon of Youth and Beauty to the Morning Star is
common with the Poets.

Thus Virgil, fp:akix;g of Pallas,.

. — Ipfe agmine Pallas
In medio, chlamyde et pilis confpeitus in armis
Qualis ubi oceani perfafus Lucifer anda
Quem Venus ante alios aftrorum diligit ignes,
Extulit os facrum celo, tenebrafque refolvis.

Pallas hirfelf advances in the Midft,

Conﬂ;]icuous in his Veft, and painted Arms ;

As when the Star by Fenus moft belov'd,

Bright Lacifer, juft wafh'd in Ocean’s Wavyes, 6
2
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Art thou the Brightnefs of that orient Ray,
240. That crown’d the joyful World with ne'.i';v'-born
Day 5 :
Whom Heav’n and Farth at their Creation fung,
And many 2 World with loud Applaufés rung
T he Surrarid Moon théir' Maker’s Praife confefs’d,
And'all the Flérhents their’ Joy" exprefs’d’s
245 Ev’ning'and Moth alterndeé Hototir§ paid,
With alf the’Stars; in living Flamés afray™d 5
Triomphant/Seraphs in‘majeffic Strains’
Employ*d their' Hrps, and ‘charm’d th® etherial
Plains.

Oh ! how transform’d from that once glorious

Light!
250. How are thy Beauties veil’d with envious Night!
From
ANNOTATIONS,
Up raifes in the Sky his facred Head,
And diffipates the Shades, — Dr. Trappe

And Homer calls Afyanax,
"ARiynioy dsber naXG

Whom each foft Charm, and early Grace adorn,
Fair as the new-born Star that‘gilds'the Morn.  Popes

V. 249, Oh ! how iransform’d)
Hei
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From what dire Source does this fad' Change arife,

That has elips’d the Glory of the Skies

Is thy Face fcorch’d with the Sun’s fultry Beams ?

Or haft thoy dy’d thy Robes in purple Streams?
255.No: from thy unexampled Love to Man,

T hy early, Sorrows with thy Life-began :

Myferious Love ! for Man, a weighty Load,

Bows down the Shoulders of 'a patient Gods

While from the Prefs foft healing Liquors: flow,
260. To gladden with new Life: the:Sons.of Woe.

What mean thofe livid Stripes ! that gory
‘Wound,
That ftains with crimfon Dye. the blufhing
Ground !

How are thy Hands and Feet with Iron torn !

Thy facred Temples crown’d with pungent
Thorn!

265, And do I hear thy laft forgiving Breath !

And fee thee writhing in the Pangs of Death.
What
ANNOTATIONS
Hei mibi Lucifeco. quantum. mmatus at illo §
From Firgil, Z&n.ii, 272,

Hei mibi qualis erat ! quantum musarus ab illa
HecFore. e
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.~ What Man could have fuch cruel Pow’r, orwhy ?
That God himfelf muft bleed, thitft, groan, and
die. - i e T
See Nature’s Pangs ! Rocks their Contexture
break,

270. And ina Stream of Tears their Sorrow fpeak ;
FEarth to its Centre riv’d with dire Affright,
Difplays thedarkfome Realms of ancient Night ¢
Nor can the Eyeof Heav’n his Grief concéa’.l,

But weeps encurtain’d in a fable Veil.
275. Q Grief
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 267. What Man could have fuch cruel Pow'r)
Cui bominum boc de re licuis [eclus 2

From Virgil, £n, vi. 501.
,C;Qz_‘i: sam crudeles optavit fumere panns !
Cut tantum de re licuit

Who had the Will or Pow’r on thec ¢ aflli
Such cruel, barbarous Trearment ! e Dr. Trapp.
V.273. Nor can the Eye of Heav'n)
Nec potuit lackrymas fol difimulare, ferenam
Cum ferrugines faciem welavit amiftu,
So Virgil, Georg. i. 467. s

Sol caput obfturd nitidum ferrugine texit,
Impiaque aternam simueruns facula noiiem,

In iron Clouds was hid the publick Light,
And impious Mortals fear'd eternal Nighee
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275. O Grief ineffable ! didft thou fupply,
The trembling Sinner’s Place condemn’d to die?
Didft thou moft pure and fpotlefs Lamb fuftain
A fad Variety of poignant Pain ?
Didft thou, tho’ free from the foul Stains of Sin,
280. (Human without, but all divine within)
Nail’d to the Crofs, (moft ignominious Death!)
In glowing Agonies refign thy Breath?

*T'was Man that broke the Law : and foon his
Blifs
Swell’d to a Sea of endlefs Miferies ;
285. Devoid of Hope, we float upon the Waves,
And trembling view the Gape of loathfome
Graves 3
But thy dear Blood the gainful Lofs reftores,
Uplifts our gafping Souls from mortal Shores,
Whitens our crimfon Stains, and marks the Way
290. To the glad Regions of eternal Day ;
‘We Health and Vigour from thy Stripes receive,
Joy from thy Grief, and in thy Death we live.

L Tho®
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Tho’ of a Virgin born, thou wert enfhrin’d:
In mortal Frame, to mortal Bounds confin’d,
295. Subjeét to reftlefs Paffions, rav’ning Pain,
Yet far remov’d from that infectious Stain,
Intail’d on Man, when firft our Parent fell.
An abje& Slave to Sin, and Death, and Hell.
Still thy effential Glories flood confefs’d,
300. In pureft Aétions, pureft Thoughts exprefs'd ;
For, over-fhadow’d by the Holy Dove,
That warm’d iher Breaft with Joy, and Heav’nly
Love,
Thy Mother Parent was from Sin refin’d,
And hurtful Taint ; moft bleft of Worqanl::ind !

305. Thou art the Bird, that pours her vital Blood
From her goar’d Sides, to give her young ones
Food!
Thou art the Vitim Lamb, that muft attone,
At Life’s Expence, for Vices not thy own,

ANNOTATIONS,
V. 308. Thou art the Bird)

' Tu Polucris feta illa, The Pelican.
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So great the T6il,’ {o infinite the Price,

310. To reinftateusin our native BIifs | -
When curfed Satan, moft pernicious Guide,
Matchlefs in fraudful Wiles, and lawlefs Pride,
Had drawnus down into 2 World 6f Woe,

And led us many Ages here below,

315. Sunk deep in Guilt, as thofe who with him fell,

Rebellious Hoft of Heav’n ! to loweft Hell.

- Hail, Viétor ! whofe all-conqu’ring Spirit fled
Thro” the dark difmal Regions of the Dead.
Then was the Rebel-Chief thy Pris’ner made,
320. And from his Bands rofe many a blefled Shade;
Climbing the Skies, they join thy glorious Train,
And with new Honours crown’d, their Heav’n
regain. .
Thou art the Lion, long foretold to {pring
From Fudab’s Race, our Saviour, Lord and King,

325. Hail, Vittor ! who haft eas’d our gnawing
Pains,
And freed us from the Dread of lafting Chains.

L2 Thy
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 323. Thou art the Lion) Gen. xlix. o« Rev. V. 5.
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Thy Pow’r not only rais’d us from the Grave,
But made the griefly King himfelf thy Slave:
For thou wert fubject in the Realms beneath
330. To thedire Terrorsof infulting Death
When in the Earth thy Honours low were laid,
And all thy Beauties veil’d in dark’ning Shade 5
But foon triumphant to the Realms of Light,
More fair thou rifeft, more divinely bright.
335. So from his Fun’ral Bed the Phenix {prings,
Shakes from the Parent-Duft his tender Wings,
And feeks the glad Arabian’s {picy Plain,
Himfelf the faireft of the feather’d Train,
Thatall around him fwell their warbling Throats,
340. And pay their Homage in melodious Notes.

Thou
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 339. That all around bim )

Circa illum wolucres warie comitantur eunzem,
Et wvario indulgent cantu, plaufuque fequumtur.

1 fuppofe our Author had here in his View thofe beautiful Lines
of Lafantius de Phanice, v. 155.

Contrabit in catum fefe genus omne volantum,
Nec prede memor eft ulla, nec ulla metxs,

Alituum flipata chore volaz illa per altum
Turbaque profequitur munere lesa pio,

Now
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‘ Thou art the living Stone, that Men abus’d,
And Fewifb Builders {cornfully refus’d ;
Thatin the Rubbith long rejected ftood,
Unpolifh’d, unadorn’d, an ufelefs Load ;

345. But now confpicuous in the Front difplays
Confunimate Beauty, and fuperior Grace :
Nor does the Fabric Beauty owe a.lbne,

But all its Strength, to thee the Corner Stone,

And fill in Man thy Deity refides,
350, Inftruéts with Wifdom, and with Prudence guides.
Safe in thy Prefence, and Almighty Pow’r,
On th¢fé alone we truft, an& ‘fear hq more ;
Tho’ all'around the Turﬁults of ‘thé%ea,
With hideous Roar expect the hopeful Prey :
L 355. Tho?

ANNOTATIONS.

Now flogk together the whole feather’d Kind,

And leave their Prey, dnd leave their Fears behind
The Phanix: in the Midft flies o’er. the Plain,

Pleas’d with th* officious Homage of his joyful Train.

V., 341. Thou arz the living Stone )

Pfal, cxvili. 22,  Ifa. xxviii, 16, Masth. xxi. 42, Mark xii. 10,
Luke xx. 17, Adsive x1. Rom. ix, 33. b Pety e 7
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35 5 Tho’ down the Veffel finks, yet ftill thine Arm

Arrcﬂs our Fa ate, and faves us from the Storm.
Thou art the Rock “whofe folid Sides difdain
The threatnmg Forces of the boiff’rous Main 3
Strong, and deep rooted in itfelf it braves
360. The fecble bart’rings of the furging Wavcs :
In Peace bcfow thc fteady Veflel rides =+~
Triumphant o’ er the Rage of Winds and ‘Tides ;
And fearlefs Sailors, long the criel Sport 1
Of tofling; Wayes, enjoy the wifh’d-for Port :
365 Founded on this, thy City ﬁa.nds;fecurc,.-A l )
And fafe from circling Dangers fhall endure,)
Till dlﬁ:ag; Nations, pro{trate to her. Sway,
Shall hei® her. wholfome PreccPts, and obcy

e e S - _,Thou
AxNOTATIONS. "

v 3;7 Thox art the Rock )

Tu pelagi welus'in. medio. Srmiffina: cates,
Q. am neque. ta{w:l[unt venti, neque ﬂu&zbus wnde,
—— Hi'7s. -m*rga. . 4
H)\;ﬂa.']@, yiyam, woxd¥s dads iy fus & mm,
“Hre péves M,wv avipar Aech!,nga. xtAevBe, s o
Kiuald 18 3¢50ler10, 74 75 wprgepedysTas duTiy.
Hom. IL xv. . 6~e.

So fome tall Rock ocrhanns the hoary Main,

By Winds affail'd, by Billow$ beat irr vain, - - t
Unmov'd, it hears, above, the Tempelt blow, TR S
Aund fees the watry Mountains break below. Pope.
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‘Thou art our Guardian, beft, and only Friend,
370, Whom, thou haft promis’d ever to defend :
By thee we all are cloath’d, and with the Bread
Of this, and Life eternal, are we fed.
Thou art the tafteful Dew, that gently pours.
From the high Heav’ns in fweet all-pleafing
Show’rs :
375. From thee a living Spring of Water t:(;lls,
Thi fatiates with full Draughts our thiffly Souls,
Again it plays up to'the Realms abovel -
And thére delights the Sons of Peace and Love.

Streng as he is, Man all his Strcng_ill receives
380. From thee his God, in whom he moves and fives.
Thou art the mantling Vine, that fpréads around
Its wide-extended Arl:xls, and fhades the Ground 3
‘We the luxuriant Branches gladly feel
Thy fpiritous Influence, and cluftring, fwell,
Lowr o ) 385.In
ANNOTATIONS . . -
V. 371, And with the Bread.) f}’ohn vi. 32, &c.

V. 375 Fram thee a Irumg Spmt'r) Pﬁd XXXV 9 LGer, il 33,
vil. 13 Rew, vii. Sy A

V. 381, Thou art the mantling Vine) Fobn xv. 1.
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385, In thee, High Treafurer of Heav’n ador’d,
Are all its choiceft Wealth, and Jewels ftor’d :
From thee the Saints receive their ftarry Crowns,
Whom thou haft plac’d on everlafting Thrones ;
And ev’n on Man, ‘on finful Man, below ‘

390. The Streamsof thy exhauftlefs Bounty flow ;
Plenty each Year returns with loaded Horn,
And gainful Joys his Houfe, his Ficlds adorn.

Thofe-glorious Beauties, that effential fhone,
Refleétive from the Fatber to the Som,
395. Before the Worlds were made, fill fhine in
thee,
Thou more than Image of the Deity.
For thy pure Effence never was deprefs’d,
Though wrapt in Fleth, the God ftood all con-
fefs'd.
As thy firft Threads of Life in Nature’s Loom
400. Weré never wrought, nor in the Virgin’s Womb,
But from Etemit}; in Heav'n, tho’ Earth
Still glories in the great Creator’s Birth.
And while the Earth beholds thy mortal Frame,
In Heay’n thou dwell’ft eternal, and the fame
405, Still
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405. Still with the Father one, tho® pleas’d to bear
On Seas, on Land, a weighty Load of Care,
(Such Care, as Mortals, bufie, vain, perfue)
True thy divine, thy human Nature true.

Nor was the World deceiv’d when their Lord
fell, '
410. A Prey to Death, and the dire Sons of Hell.
They pierc’d his Sides, and thed his vital Blood,
But through the Man, they could not pierce the
God.
Thy Heav’nly Nature, infinitely pure,
< Dependant on, and in_itfelf fecure,
415. (Whence radiant Beams unutterably bright,
Beat thick Confufion on our dazzled Sight,
Still flying from our lab’ring Thoughts em-
brace,
That pious ftill perfue th’ unequal Chace,)
This, though it deigns to mix with mould’ring
Clay,
420, And in the Shape of Man the God difplay,
Divinely great o’er human Nature reigps,
Nor gathers Spot, or Bluth, from mortal Stains.
As
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- AstheSun’s Rays, that fearching ev’ty Pofe,
. Wade .deep the Poifon of fome common Shoar,
425. Are ftill-reflected. in pure-hdtive Stréanis;
Nor fuffer Faint from thé infeCtions Steams 3
So from the Earthall pure thy Glories rlfe,

i
o0

Agam to blefs thc Reglons of the Skies ;
Agam thou filleft the Empyreal Throne, )
30 Of God Alngb{y the Alngbt_y Son

7 Thofé’ HOFRALL Parfs that ‘Heté  receiv’d on
Earth
From the Blef Virgin’s Womb'a wondrétss Birth,
Sublirte iri Flortobr, fubject ﬁow"nfcs- more
Fo Paﬁiéﬁs &Y o Déath’s tyranmc Pow’r,
435. Stiifie far above the’ Radianice of thie Stars
Arnidiall the Beautiés of the fplendid Spheres,
And, with fupenor Light array’d Iéok down
On'the faint Ghrnm rings of the dazzled Sun.
Thc Soul' t‘hat ftruggling in the Virgin’s Womb,
440. Qucken’d thc Clod of Earth to meet its Doom,
Now in its natal Heav’n new ‘Honours gains,
Afxd far abovc the Saints, and Hoft of Angels

&3 100
rexgns

<

For
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* For Pow’r, that was, is, fhall'be, altis giv'n,

To thee, moft mighty Lord of Earth and
Heav n.

445. Thy Father thro the vaft Creation’s Framie

Hath fpread abroad thy ‘Name;, ‘thy wond’rous
Nime.

To this whateer' thé cufious Eye furveys;

Or thoughtful Mind  can reach, deep Rev’rence

i

P"iys’

YAt this Heav’n trembles, “and its Children bow B
450. Alt'this, the gullty Sons of Earth below, :
And Hell itfelf withall‘its ftubborn Bi'btsd‘, 4
~ Of Fiends and F uries dire, confels Theé God:

The fame, who (when the pleafing dreadfal Hour
Is'come, that wearied Time fhall beno more;
455. And- many Worlds, with this once- glonous
Frame, }
Swell to a Sea of univerfal Flame, ) .
: b 130 Sent
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 446. Hath [pread. abroad: shy: Name:) .« lfa. xly. 23. Rom.
Xive 11. Philem..ji. 19, 1 Sy 2
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Sent from the Father, fhall declare his Pow’r,
And all the Deeds of guilty Man exp}o‘;cll; &
Adjudging fome to Hell’s dark dread Abyfs,
460. And crowning others with eternal Bhfs
.., Behold high riding ona flying Throne k ,‘ ‘
Of Clouds embodied, comes the Judge ;:h; Son 3
Myriads of Angels in Array,. complc':;g‘ A ,
The pompous Scene, r_nagn%ﬁcently grc;t;’
465. The Chriftian Banner is difplay’d aro‘ur}(;?::‘u
. And thoufand Trumpets pour a thund’ring Sqund.
From the fopf Winds the Sqns of A:_iami come,
And forcibly obedient wait their Doom 5,
Elate with ;}oy, or cowrir;g with Defpéir, ‘
470. They view thy great Advance, and crowd the
T iPb alasty b et - el T
Butnot the'Quick alone (half dead with Fear) |
“Thevery Dead of Sea and Land appear;
Who thoufand Years had flept in Shades of
Night, | .o

‘Shake off their Slumber, and awake to Light
e 475. Bones,
ANNOTATIONS. -8 Bog

V. 461. Behold high riding) Dan. vii. 13, Matth, xxivi '3,
X¥Vi. 64, Mark xiii. 26, Xiv, 62, Rew. i, 7,



the (S0 V. 157

475.Bones, Limbs, and featter’d Fragments meet to
frame
The perfect Man, who rifes flill the fame:
Nor dares an Atom lag behind ;5 they fly
In Troops unnumber’d thro’ the dusky Sky.

Then fhall the Rebel-Chief effay once more

480. To raife the Forcesof his weaken’d Pow’r.

He gives the mimic Signal : plays the God,

And fpreads his lying Banner all abroad.

Till Juftice red’ning thy avengeful Arm,

Pours on his lofty Pride a thund’ting Storm ;
4385. Snarling he falls, condemn’d in Flames to lie,

And ever writh in Death, butnever die,

While thus united ftand all human Race,
And fill the Theatre of ample Space;
High in the midft enthron’d fhalt thou command
490. The parting Throng to fall on either Hand,
And with the Smiles of Mercy fhalt invite
The joyful Sons of Virtue to the Right;

As
ANNoTATIONS.
¥. 489, High in the midf enthron'd) Ezek, xxXive 17, Matth.
XXV, 32,
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As fome well-judging Mafter of the Plain,

From the rank Goats fecerns the woolly Train.
495.But to the Left the wicked fhalt compel,
T'o Death devote, and worfe than Death, to Hell.

Heav’n now the Signal gives, and all around,
Convulfive Nature groans with hideous Sound :
Earth from its Hinges fhall be torn, and all

500. The various Kingdoms into Chaos fall 5
The Stars diffolving from the fluicy Sky
Pour down, and Planets from their Orbits fly :
The fick’ning, forrowing, fable Sun thall hide
His iron Face, and look a mighty Void:
505. The Moon, divefted of her borrow’d Light,
Shall fink confounded in the Gloom of Night ;
For ten-fold Darknefs fhall the World invade,
And fpread around one univerfal Shade.
Till mighty Thund’rings thro’ the rolling Cloud
510. Break horrible, and thew the Hand of God,

Red
ANNOTATIONS

V. 497. Heav'n now the Signal gives) Ifa. xiii. 9. Foel ii.
3T il 15. Ezek, xxxii. 7, Marrh. xxiv. 29. Mark xiii, 24.
Luke xxi. 25. -
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Red with fharp Lightnings, that with Veng’ance
hurld, . - o T.
Cut thro’ the fullen Dark, and fire the World :

Fountains and Rivets kindling, all copfpire
To feed the boyling Seas with ftreamy, Fires
715. Old Ocean roaring looks an horrid Glare,
And, big with Flames, Wings. {weep the flath-
ing Air;
I fpreads, it mounts, and runs thro> all the Sky,
Till Worlds on Worlds.in fmoky Ruins lie.

Then in the higheft Heay’ns 3 glosious Sign
520. Of Joy and Peace fhall eminently, fhine. //
Behold the Tree, whofe Fruit, andhalmy Leaves,
‘Whole Nations heals, and Lifc etegnal gives :
. It thines, butah ! too fierce. for. thofe to bear,
Who all appall’d with Guilt and black Defpair,
525. Stand tremblingon the Left, and-hopelefswait
The dreadful Thunder of approaching Fate :
Now, now it ftrikes; a Fu;{nacq deep and wide
Receives the Crew, in a fulphureous Tide
Of.

ANNOTATIONS.
'¥. §11. Bebold she Tree)' Rew, xxil, 2.
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Of never-dying Flames, there doom’d to feel
530. The Earnings of an ill-fpent Life, eternal Hell.

But on the Right the firmly juft and good,
(Their Sins effac’d in thy moft precious Blood, )
See thro® the gloomy Clouds the dawning Day,
And more than Hopes in ev’ry Look difplay.
535. Now born aloft on Love’s triumphant Wing,
They follow thee, their Victor, Judge, and King,
And reach the Manfions, God forthem prepar’d,
E’er on high Pillars the vat World was rear’d.

All hail ! of God Supreme thou only Son,
With him Copartner of th® eternal Throne :
540. Thou twice-begotten Lord, from whom f{prings
Gracey
And fruitful Hopes, to glad all human Race,
Light of the World, from whom all Light began :
Kind Interceffor between God and Man :

Crown
ANNOTATIONS.
7. 840. Thou twice-begotten Lord )

By bis-genite, or twice begostenm, our Author means that Jefus
Chrift had a real Being and Exiftence in Heaven, being ezosren
from all Eternity of the Effence of the Farher, before he was born
into the World, begotten by the Hely Ghef? of the Virgin Mary.

V. 544s Kind Interceflor ) 1 Tim. ii. 5. Heb, viil. 6. iX. 15,
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" Crown for our Heads, adorn’d with Gems and
Gold :
545.0ur Head, our Glory, Pow’r, and ftrongeft
Hold.
The King, who our victorious Army leads,
‘Whom all the vanquifh’d Brood of Devils dread,
Thou Guardian Shepherd, Guide of all the
Plain, it
550, Thou fafe Phyfician;” Eafe of all but Pain,

Thou Church, whofeBafis in Earth’s Centre lies,
And rifing Turrets penetrate the Skies,
Whofe ftately Pillars‘ ftand for.ever fure,
In all the Stormsof Fate or Time fecure..
555, Thdu Altar, by whofe Steps.we Heav’n afcend :
Thou Prieft to lead us to our Journey’s End :
M  Thou

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 349. Thou Guardian Shepherd ) Pfal. xxiii. 1. Ifa, xl. 11,
Exek, xxxiv. 23. Fobn X, 11« Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Pet. iis 25,

. ¥. s50. Thou [afe Phyfician) Masth, ix, 15, Mark ii, 17. Luke
iv, 23, V. 81,

Y. ss1. Thou Church) Matth. xyi. 18,
Y. 555 Thou Altar). Heb. xiii. 10%

V. §56. Theu Prigfl ) Heb.ii, 17, il 1. iv. 14, YL 20. viil,
1, iX, 312 ’
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Thou Golden Door, that op’ning wide difplays

The inner Courts of Heav’n with radiant Blaze.
Thou Ship, in which thro’ billowing Life: we

fteer; ,
560. Thoa Haven, where we reft devoid of Fear ;

Thou Law and Legiflator, who alone
Haft made the deep myfterious Secrets known,
Which in the fatal Volume lay conceal’d
Fromiall the Saints, with feven’ Signets %ald:

When our repeated Sins call Veng’ance down,
And angry Flamies array the Father’s Throne,
When murm’ring Thunders gather as they lroll,
And "threaten Ruin to the guilty Soul s :

“Thy Goodnefs, Lord, before him proftrate falls,
570. And with Groans, 'Teirs, and Pray’rs, for Mer-

565.

cy calls,
' When

IANNOTATIONS.

¥. 557, Theu Golden Daor ) “FJobn'xe 75 9. Rev. iv."T.

V. §61. Thow Law and Legiflasor )  Ifa, xxxiii. 22. Fam, ivi
12, : g
. V. 569, Thy Geodnefs, Lord’) Ifa il 13, Reoh, vili. '44. Heb.
Vi, 25, o :
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When Gx'oans, and Tcars, and Pray’rs of Mercy
i fail,
Thou fhew'ft t‘hy Harids ; thy wounded Hands
prevail 5 '
Thofe Prints of boundlefs Love foon reconeile

The angry God, and force a gracious Smile.

4%5. Thou on the Right of the Almtgbty O;ze,
Doft fhave 'the Gloties of thie tadidnt Throne,
Still bleffing this our Earth, ‘ahd Heav’n above,
With all the Fruits of joint perpetual Love,

As thy great Father’s Love with active Rays

580. In and thro’ thee moft eminently plays,

This the feraphic Hoft, and Saints infpires,

With mutual Amity and pure Defires,

That make a2 Heav’n, and ftands in Man con-»
feft, , -

When Saint-like Charity enflames his Breaft,

585. Thisis that Spirit, whofe eternal- Pow’r,

The Seas, and Earth, and all the ‘Heav'ns

adore,

M A 0?14;
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One God effentially with the Supreme
And Tbee, thou moft myfterious, glorious, Theme :
Thou greateft, beft, eternal, mighty #rd,

590. ¢ From Age to Age confeft our Sov;rcign Lord.

A

The End of the Second Hymn of Vipa,
70 GOD the S O NV.




SPIRITUI SANCTO

DEO. 0BT . MAX

The Third Hymn of M. HieroN. Viba,
70 GOD e *HOLY GHOST.

An Deus in nobis 2 Quid nos mortalibus oris

Sevocat, O, noftrafque rapit fuper ethera mentes 2

Non ea vis opis bumane, non peftoris bujus, &c.
r.«v:‘.‘ﬂr«:g-g WELLS there a God within us, who
TN

4 B controuls

When rapt on Wings of Fire, they tow’ring fly
Above thefe lower Worlds, and claim the Sky ?
M 3 5. Never

The daring Motions of our active Souls,

ANNOTATIONS.

* Tt is prefumed, that every one who profeffcth the Name of
Chrift from the firft baprifmal ‘Inflitution, acknowledges that there is
an Holy Ghoff 5 and the only Queftion confifts in this, what that He.
57 Ghoft is, in whofe Name we are baptiz’d, and in whem, accor.

ing 10 our Baptifm, we profefs in our Greed to belicve 2 Now,
Gb-{l, or Gaft, in the ancient Saxon Language, fignifieth a Spirit, and
in thay Appcllation of the Spirir of Ged, is his Nature principally

expre(s'd
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5. Never can human Pow’r, or Strength ike mine,
Challenge an A& o glorious, fo divine.
*Tis the Divinity, that s beftow’d
~On Man, the facred Temple of his God;
*Tis God himfelf, that to his Pleafure frames

10. Our paﬁivc'brgans, and the Heart inflames.
By
ANNoOoTATIONS.
exprefs’d : And the Addition of Holinef3, tha it denote the imtrinfical
Santtity effentially belonging to that Spirit, yet it likewife contains a
derivative Notion, fignifying an Emanation of that Holinefs, and a

Communication of the Effe@s thereof ; in which Communication,
(f2ys Bithop Pearfon) confifts his Office.

L2y e
V. 7. ’Tis the Divinity, )
Intus agit Dexs, es woftra fe peStore werfat.

Owid has confefs'd this Truth, Faf. vi. 5.

Ef Deus in mobis : agitante calefeimus ille.
" Impetus bic facra femina mentis baber. '

Fas mihi precipuc vultus widifle Deorum,
Vel guia fum Vases, vel quia faira cane,

A God within us dwells, whofe Influence fires

Our paflive Minds, and Heav’n-born Thoughs infpires,
O might I fee the Gods ! while 1 rehearfe

Their facred Wonders in prophetic Verfe.

V. 8. 0n Man, the facred Temple )

Bifhop Pearfin from hence deduceth u Proof of the Divinity of the
Holy Gbaff: The Inhabitarion of the Holy Ghoft, (fays he) maketh a
Temple, according to the Apoftle, 1 Cpr. iii. 16, vi 19. 2 Cer.
vi. 16.): Bur the Inhabiation of any created Perfon cannot make
@ Temple ; therefore the Holy Ghoft is God.,
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By Iim the Soul infpir’d with Fleav'nly Love,

Fit to converfe with kindred Souls above,

Quits the dull Sphere of frail Mortality,

And joins the Virtuesof th’ Empyreal Sky.

For all eur holy, juft, and I;ure Defires,

Spring from this Fountain, are what this infpires.
From this unfpotted Sun flows living Light,

That from our chearful Souls drives defp’rate Night.
Inflam’d by this, we mount the bleft Abode,
Adopted Heirs of Heav’n, and Sons of God. -

Oh ! wou’d this Light pour down in plenteous
Streams,

And pierce thefe murky Clouds with genial Beams!
Wou'd it inflame my Heart with facred Love,
That perfect reigns among the Saints above !
Oh! thither let my Soul enraptur’d rife,
And view the Glories of the radiant Skies|
From what exhauftlefs Spring thefe Rivers flow,
Of boundlefs Love to chear the Sons of Woe!
Or wou’d the Deity himfelf difplay,
That I his genuine Beautics mighs furvey.

Mg o He
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He hears, he comes; behold a ruthing Flood
Of blazy Lightning pours before the God !
My Soul has caught the Flame," celeftial Fire
Wings my brisk Thought, and fpirits my Defire.
35. 1 foar, methinks above the ftarry Sphere,
The Darknefs breaks, and dazzling Scenes appear.

i

1fee, ( O grant, Thou Pow’r, 1 may rehearfe
Thy wond’rous Deity in facred Verfe!)
I fee the happy Manfions of the Bleft,
40. Eternal Seatsof Joy, and Peace, and Reft.

Where
ANNOTATIOGNS.

V. 31, He bears, ke comes)

Fallor 2 an ille ruit calor 2 ecce mikhi artubus ardor
Ingruiz.

As this is a Strain of Poetic Enthufiafm, 1 fhall quote fome Lines
from Pirgil, which Dr. Trapp fo juftly admires, and which undoubt.

edly our Author had in his View ; but for the Subje@'s fake, I com-
pare them not together.

~——— Cum wirge, pofcere Fata
Tempus, ais, Deus, eccey Deus, cui talia fanti
Ante fores fubito non vultus, non color unus,
Non compre manfére come 5 fed petus anbelum, &e,

He comes, behold the God ! the God ! fhe faid,
{And fhiv'ring at the facred Entry ftaid)

Her Colaur chang’d, her Face was not the fame,
And hollow Groans from her deep Spirit came,

Her Hair ftood up, convulfive Rage poffe(s'd

Her trembling Limbs, and heav'd her lab'ring Breaft.
Her ftaring Eycs with {parkling Fury rowl,

When all the God came rufhing on her Soul. p{yd.m.
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‘Where kindly thaded with a glimm’ring Cloud,
The Beatific Majefty of God,

Sitteth enthron’d in an Excefs of Light

That pains the dazzled Eye with exquifite Delight.

*

45. Andlo! faft by fits the Almighty Son,
Who with like Radiance crowns the glorious
Throne, ;
Joint Makers of the World’s moft beauteous

Frame,

The fame in Wifdom, and in Pow’r the fame.

But what new lovely Face, what fparkling Star
s0. Isthat, which ftrikes my trembling Eyes from far ?
Oh ! were I now all Eye, or Heav’n-born Soul,
Fix’d here, that I might comprehend the whole !
Say, what is that illumin’d Globe, that flies

In circling Glories round the joyous Skies ?

55. Whence

ANNOTATIONS.

* I have omitted four or five Lines, which our Author repeats
from the foregoing Hymns, p. 49, 126, and which 1 have there
endeavour’d to tranflate, but not fo much to my Satisfaition, as to

think they will bear a Repetition, nor is there any Wanr of them
here to compleat the Senfe,
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55. Whence altive Rays, and all-embracing Flaniés,
Flah thick along the Heav’ns in’ golden Streains.
With what firange Raptures has' it fil’d my Beeaft

.. With hafty Tranfports, thrilling Joys oppreft!
Will it all Fancy, and Illufion prove ? i

6o. Or is not this the funny Seat of Love?
Where in 2 Peint meet all the ftreamy Rays,

* "Fhac form this picrcing, this oppreffive Blaze?

v

Yes; here are center’d ev’ry real Joy,

And Sweets of pﬁreﬁ Love, that never cloy 3
65. Hence that ineftimable Blefling, Grace,

Without Ceffation flows, and heav’nly Peace.

Orwho is that Fhird Perfon of the Throne,
That flowing from the Father and the Soz,

Appears
Tal ANNOTATIONS.
7% 67. Or wwbho is thas Third Perfon )

The Perfonality of the Holy Ghoft is manifelt from Fohn xiv. 26.
XV, 26. XVip 7. Ads X. 1g. xiil. 2. Rem. viii. 26. 1 Cor, il 10.
Ephef.iv. 30, ¢re.  And asthe Godhead was communicated from the
Father. to.the Son, noc from the So# unto the Futher, and thercfore
there muft be acknowledg’d a Piiority of Order, by which the Farher
is Firft, and the Son, not the Farher, Second’; tho’ fince this was dane
from all Eternity, there can be ne Priority of Time : And as the
fame Godhead was communicated by the Fapher and the Son unto
the Holy Gkeff, not by the Holy Ghoft unto the Father or the Som 5
and fince this was alfo done from all Eternity, and therefore can ad-
tnit of no Priority in Reference of Time, yet that of Order muft be

here
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Appears with equal Pow’r and Glory crown’d,
70. Yet fcarce appears, fuch Lightnings flath around?

Sure’tis the God, the God to whom I r:aifc

My feeble Voice, and humbly ftrive to praife

Who
ANNOTATIONS.

here obferv’d 5 therefore the Spirit receiving the Godhead from the
Father, who is the Firft, cannot be the Firfl, receiving the fame from
the Son, cannot be the Second, but being from the Firft and the Se-
cond, muft be of the Three the Third., See Bifhop Pearfon.

V. 68. That flowing from the Father)

The Proceffion of the Holy Ghoft from the Father is exprefly de-
livered in the Scripres, Febn xv. 26. and tho’ it be not as exprefly
faid that the Holy Ghoff proccedeth from the Som, ya the Subftance
of the fame Truth is virtually contained in Marrh. x. 20, Rem. viii,
9. 1Cer. Xi. 32. Gal. iv. 6. Phkil, i. 19. 1 Pet.i. 13,

V. 71. Sure ‘tis the God )
Hic Deus, hic (ni fallor) adeff, ——

The Socinians, who deny the Holy Ghoff to be a Perfon, affirm
that the Spirit of God is in God, and is the eternal and omnipotent
Fower of God : And the Macedonians, who deny the Holy Ghoff 1o
be a divine and uncreated Perfon, acknowledge him to be 2 Perfon
of an intellectual Narure fubfifting : From our Adverfaries therefore
Bifhop Pearfon draws another Proof of the Deity of the Holy Gheff s
becaufe a Perfon fubfifting of eternal and ommipotent Power muft
be God. Bur what need we any further Proof of a Truth fo well
attefted and confirmed by the Holy Scriptares, Exod, xxxiv. 34 com-
par'd with a Cor. iii. 17. Afsv. 3, Ce¢.

He, to whom the divine Attributes belong, as certainly as they be-
Yong to God the Fatber, is truly and propeily God ; but the divine
Auributes, fuch as are Omnifcience, Omnipotency, Omniprefence, and
the like, do as certainly belong to the Holy Ghoff, as they do unto
God the Father ; therefore we are as much aflur'd that the Holy Ghoft
is God.© Again, He to whom are ateribuced thofe Works, which are
proper unto God, by and for which God doth require us 1o acknow-

edge
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Who feeds the Univerfe from Pole to Pole,
With vital Spirits, that pervade the whole !

75. Unborn, and. uncreate ! Oh !'wond’rous Name !
Diffufive Breath of Life, wide-fpreading Flame!
Immediate Off-fpring of the mutual Love,

That reigns eternal in the Heav’ns above,
Becween
ANNOoTATIONS.

ledge and worfhip him as God, is properly and truly God ; but fuch

Works are attributed often in the Scriptures to the Spirit of God, as

the A&s of Creation, and Confervation of all Things, the Miracles

wrought upon and by our blefled Savionr, the Works of Grace and

Power wrought in the Hearts of true Believers, and the like : there-
fore the Holy Ghoff, or Spirit of God, is the true and living God,

V. 7%, Unborn, and uncreate ')

The Holy Ghoft is the Spivit of God which is in God, and there-
fore is no created Perfon 5 as that cannot be a created Perfon, which
hath not a created Nawre, and that cannot have, nor be a created
Nature, which is in God. .

V. 77. Immediate Of- fpring )
Mutuus arder

Amborun communis amor,

The beft B2ing, and the beft Underftanding, muft needs conceive
the beft Image of itfelf ; now in conceiving it begets it, and the Be-
gotten by Natore is no lefs than the Begetter : Hence then we have
the Subfiftences of Father and Son. And fince the Facher in beget-
ting his own Image cannot but love it naturally, and the Son cannot
but as naturally love the Farber, hence proceeds murual Love, which,
becaufe it is natural, is no les in Being than the Begetter, and Be-
gowen from whom it proceeds ; therefore the Spiriz is Ged, and a
third Subfitence in the divine Nature,
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Between the Fatber, and his only Son,
80. Three Perfons, tho’ diftin&, yet God in Effence Oze.

All Creatures, that the common Blefling fhare,
To be, or live, thy plaftick Pow’r declare 3
Imperial Man, who lords it all a'round,
Beafts, Fiiixcs, Fowls, and all that .crecp the
Ground,
85. Numberlefs Infets ; Trees, and ev’ry Bed
Of fragrant Flow’rs, that paint th® enamel’d
Mead ;
And lifelefs Stones, and Ore, that buried deep
In the all-bearing Earth’s rich Bofom fleep,
If not fufhain’d by thee, to Ruin tend,
90. And form’d from Nothing, wou’d in Nothing end.

Thou art that Love, whencé num’rous Blef-

fings flow
From Heav’n’s Almighty Lord on Man below :
And thou the Love through which we Mortals
‘raife ‘ , .
Our ardent Minds to God in grateful Praife.
95+ This
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95. This fills the Univerfe with pure Defires,
And Gods and Men with Charity infpires *
. This.ev’ry pious Soul, ftill free, conftrains
In ever-during, ever-pleafing Chains.
To blefs the State of Angels this is giv’n; :
'100. And Man by this anticipates his Heav’n ;
~ Whence -fprings whate’er is good, or t}uly
great,
And all the Graees that on Virtae wair,

1} I v

Thou Love ignipotent, thou Pow’r divine,
Breath of celeftial Air, all Things are thine:
' v ; | 105. On-
A‘t;zlno T A‘I;ION’,S.,
V. 101, Whence [prings what'er is good)
Hinc-ampis pictas, kinc cmpu‘dnquﬁ: virtuss

As what our Saviour did and fuffer'd for us belong'd to that Of-
fice of a Redeemer, which he took upon hint; fo whatfoever the
_Holy Ghoft worketh in order to she fame Salvation, may be Jook'd
‘upon as belongiry o his Office. “Now therefore, “becaufe ‘without
Holinefs we cannot fee God, whofe Eyes are pure, and becayfe we
‘are of onrfelves i our natural State impure and unholy, and infuf-
ficient for thefe Things, without the Affiftances of the Holy Spirit,
we acknowledge the Office of the Holy Spirit to confift in the fanc-
tifying of the Seyvants of God, in enabling them s0 walk in bis
Ways, 1o -heep kis' Commandments, and make their Calling ‘and E-
leGiop fure. For the Fruit of she Spirit is Leve, Foy, Peace,
Long-fuffeing, Genslenefs, Gosdnefs, Faith, Mecknefsy Temperance ;
againft fuch there is 7o Law, Gal, v. 22,
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105. O all'we find thy Deity imprefs’d,
Thou, Wifdom, Strength, ‘and’ Pow’r of Goll
_ confefs’d ! d
“Thefe fpacxous Worlds were in thy Balancc
weigh’d,
When Heav’n’s expanﬁvc Radxancc was dif-
_play’ d, ;
And the felf-center’d Earth prodlglous Mafs
110. Was trufted to the feeble Air’s Embrace.
When on Creation-Day, aﬂiftant ﬁood
The Son Almighty of Almlgﬁty God
Thou too waft by, ‘Eternal 23 thou art,
" And in the Work ‘ftill fhmes thy glonous Pare.
415. Then didft thou fly on Lxghtnmgs all abroad,
And ftill the Rage of the tumultuous Flood 5.
*Purging the Waters with thy faving Breath.
From a]l Infe&ion, and the Seeds of Dcath 3

PR

ANNOTATIONS.

¥ L} i <
V. 177, 3¥hen on Cryation Day )

Heuaggr Thou from the firft
Waft prefent, and with mighyy Wings ent-fpread,
Dove-like far'fk brooding on ithe ‘valt Aby, *

And mad'R if pregoant, —emim o0 L Ml

See Hymn to God the Father, ver. 373.
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That future Man might wath' his finfal Stain,
120. And freed from ftinging Guilt, true Peace obtain.

By thee the Clouds of Ignorancc were  driv’ n,
That Man mlght triumph in hxs VICW of
Heav’n. o
His Heart, dilated with celeftial Fires,
Swells rapt’rous, and to more than Man afpires :
125. Mindlefs of Earth, he travels through the,
‘Skies, i .
And with the glowing Splendors feafts his Eyes.
And now he feels the ftruggling of the God;
(‘That fills his heaving Breaﬁ, and fires his
~ Blood) '
Nor knows Reftraint, but painful Silence breaks,
130, And Truths fﬁblime in worthy Accents fpeaks,
Embolden’d awful Secrets to explore,
“That lon‘g in Heav’ns dark Volume flept ‘ before,
"Hence were the myftic Oracles of old,
And ftrange Events from facred Zripods told.

135. Hence
ANNoTATIONS. )
V. 134, And firange Evenss from facred Tripods )
Hine facri Tripodesy bine fanfta oracula divim,
: The
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135. Hence Jewifb Prophets with melodious Strain;;
And folemn  Numbers charm’d the neighb’ring
Plains ;
And Sibylls were inftruted to relate
In lofty Verfe the Myfteries of Fate:

N ’ By
ANNOTATIONS:

Fhe T¥ipod was 4 Table; or Stdol fupported by three Feet, upoid
whith the Priefbefles of 4pollo were wont to ftand or fit when they
pronounced the Oracles, But the whole Bufine(s of Oracles, (fays
Mr, Stanyan, in his Abftra of the Grecian Hiftory,) was of human
Contrivance, an egregions Impofture founded apon_ Superftition, and
carried on by Policy and Intereft, till the brizhter Oragles of the Ho-
ly Scripwres difpell'd thofe Mifts of Error and Eathufiafm, I don’t

uppofe therefore that our Anthor hére Means thofe Inftruments of
the Devil; but fpeaking poerically; intends by T¥ipedes, and oracsla
Diaibm, all true and divine Prophecies, fuch as came not at any timé
by the Will of Man, bur what bely Men of God fpake ds shey Weré
mov'd by the Holy Ghoffy 2 Pet. i. 21.

V. 137. And Sibylls were infiraffed )

Carmizagie edidérunt die prefoga Sibyllz. . .
Undoubtedly theré is fome Ground for thé known Story of thefe
Prophetefles the Sibylls,.whom we find mention’d in the very Infancy
of Greece ; tho' valt Hcaps of Dagarel “Greek have fince been
forg’'d in Imitation of their Writings.

M. Varro; (quo nemo unquam dottioryne njma’ Grecos quident; wixit)
Sibyllines libros dis non fuiffe unias Sibylle, fed appellzri uno momine
Si{ylh’m;. quod omnes famine vates, Sibylle funt n witeribus nuncis
pate ; vel ab unius Delphidis wemine, wel a confiliis Deorum enunti-
andis. Sa%s enim Deos, non ©gss, et confilium non Byrnd, fed Bii-
ANy appella-ant Eolico genere fermonis.s itague Sibylam didfam efe
quafi ©seChAny.. Ceterum Sibyllas decers. numero fzmﬁ, &

Ladtan, Li.c 6.
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By thee, moft Holy Pow’r, infpir’dand taught,
140. Man thines in all the Dignity of Thought ;
Tames the wild Paffions of his favage Heart,
And bends his Nature to the Rules of Art.
To thee the Charms of Eloquence belong,
And all the melting Mufic of the Tongue,
145. When with deferv’d Succe(s he pleads a Caufe,

Or for his Country’s Good forms wholfome Laws.

That under Convoy of a gracious Guide,

Mortals on harnefs’d Clouds aloft fhould ride,
. And

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 1394 By thee, moft Holy Pow'r,)

We may obferve by the Way, that much the fame Power which
Vida here attributes to the Holy Gloff, was given by the Hecathen

Poets to Apolle, the God of Divination.
Ty ' duperapis Yr1c Thg0 Swov"ATbArr.
Kév@ disevriv taay’ dvéga, xavG-dunddp
B5Bp 30 %) T0E0v burobmerar %) dordh
Kelve %) Sprad £ Mebvrses in Niw 26i6
Iurped Juddace dvdfrugy Savedzots.

Callim, Hymn. ad Apell.

“To thee, great Phabus, vavions Arts belong,
To wing the Dart, and guide the Poets Song ;
‘Th’ enlighten’d Praplret feels thy Flames divine,
And all the dark Events of Lots are thine.

By Phebns taugh, tire Sage prolongs our Breath,
And in its Flight fufpends the Dart of Death.

£
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And change' thefe dull and forrowful Abodes,
150. For Heav’nly Glories and be mix’d with God’s,
Thy Pleafure wills: for Heav’n is barr’d tonone,
By adverfe Fates, or Fortune’s fancied F' rown :
N 2 h Nor
ANNOTATIONS,

V. 151, For Heav'n is barr’d to mone )

Nec guifquam fantlis excluditur evhevis oris,
Aut Fato adverfo, aut alicujus numinis ird,
Deditxs aiernis mundi anse exordia panis.

1 think our Author in thefe Lines jultly denies any abfolute Pre-
deflination, and that tis abfurd and impious to argue, as fome do,
vhat our Ations are indifferent, and be oar Behaviour what it will,
we fhall be fav'd or damn’d according ¢o t.e determinate Counfel
of God. For God has undoubtedly left us to our own Freedom of
Choice, (fee Page 68.) and to convince us of his Impartiality, has
declar’d that he hath no Refpeét of Perfons, but rewards ot punithes
all Men, not according to his own Pleafure, but according to their
Deferts s and thac in every Nation, be that fears kim, and orks
Righteoufnefs, is accepted of bim, Adfs x. 25. Deut. xxx. 19, Fob
xxil. 2. XXxV. 6. Ezek, xviil. 4. xxxiii, 11, Hoefea xi.8. And
tho’ Original Sin, that fpiritual Leprofie handed down from Adam to0
the whole Mafs of Mankind by an hereditary infe€ious Generation,
fibjeéts all Men to the Difpleafure of the Almighey, and is ready to
fink us in the Gulph of eternal Mifery ; yer being affur’d cthat zke
Grace of God is fufficiens for all Meny 2 Cor. iii. 5. xii. 9. And
that He will have all Mcn 30 be fad’d, 3 Tim, ii, 4. and that all
Men fhall be faved throsgh Chrift, Rom. v. 9, &c. unlefls they have
wilfully sroddew ynder Foot she Son of God, and dope Defpite unto
the Spirit of Grage, Heb. x. 39. we may conclude, that our Deftruce
tion (which God avert) is as entirely due to ourfelves, as if we were
out of God’s Power, and abfolutely in the Hand of our -own Coun-
fel, Epbef. i. 5. compar'd with 1 Cor. ix. 27.

Freely they fland, who fland, and £}, who  fall,
; Milton, iil. 1024

And Adam confidering his own Fall, and the wretched happy
Effefts auending it, thus Breaks forth :
O doodnefs
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. Nor was Man doom’d, before the Gift of Breath,
To the fad Tortures of eternal Death.

P 55. When firft on this World’s Threfhold we ap-

pear,

And pierce with tender Cries th’ invading Air,
Wailing by Inftinét the deftrutive F ate,

That drave our Parents from their blifsful State,

(Whofe

ANNOTATIONS.

O Goodnefs infinite ! Goodnefs immenfe !

That all this Good of Evil fhall produce,

And Evil turn to Good! Doubtful I ftand

Whether I fhould repent me now of Sin

By me done, and occafion'd : or rejoice

Much more, that much more Good thereof fhall {pring s
To God more Glory, more Good-will to Men

From God, and over Wrath fhall Grace abound.

Milt, xii. 470.

V. 55 When firft on this Warld's Threfbold )

Ut fevis projeffus ab undis

* Navita, nudus bumi jzcet infans, indigus omni
Vitalr auxilio, cim primam in lyminis oras
Nixibus ex alve matris natura profudit,
Vagituque locum lugubri complet, e

Lucret. L v.

Wheén, like a Sailor, by the Tempeft hurl'd
Afhore, the Babe is fhipwreck'd on the World,
Naked he lies, and ready to expire,

Helplefs of all, that human Wants require.
Strait with foreboding Cries he fills the Room,
Too fure Prefages of his future Doom,

Creech.
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(Whofe Guilt funk all Mankind beneath a Load
160. Of fiery Ve‘ng’ance from an angry God, )
Our. wounded Eye flies the unprati’d Light,
And fhameful feeks the Covert of the Night :
Long groveling thus we lie, devoid of Hope,
Our fad Heart fickens, and our Senfes droop,
165. Condemn’d to Death, and after Death to dwell,
For Vices not our own, in agonizing Hell.
So far the Poyfon of that Guilt s fpread,

It grieves us Living, and torments us dead.

But foon as thy Divinity infpires,

170. And warms our panting Souls with™ all .its Fires
Kiﬁdly admonifh’d, we effay to tife, R
And view the Glories of the ﬁ:arry Skies 3
We own the Lord of Lords, and King of

Kings,
‘Whom Earth a.dorés, and Heav’n his Praifes
fings. ; 2

175. Proftrate before his Majefty we fall,

And with" ftrong ‘Pray’rs and Tears for Mercy
call 5 : '

N 3 : ' Nor
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Nor énly mourfy and pray, but vow to leave
The Paths of Sin, and thee our God receive.

Embolden’d by thy Prefeice more and more,
180. We now thofe awful Myfterigs explore
Of Holy Writ, and chearfully fulfil
The wholfome Preceptsof our Father’s Will.
And left fome fad Remembrance fhould annoy
The faliant Tranfports of our growing Joy,
185. Purg’d by thy healing Streams our Sorrow flies,
And loft for ever in Oblivion Ties. ‘
Our Hearts and Minds renew’d, we fpurn the
. Eapth, .= N e
And fpring to Heav’n, as at a fecond Birth ;
Wrapt in Sincerity, and heav’nly Love,
190. Worthy the Converfe of the Saints above.
" Such
_ANNOTATIONS.

7. 179, Embolden'd by o) Prefemce) '~ -

Since by Nature we are torally void of all faving Truth, and un.
der an Impoffibility of knowing the Will of God, becaufe as o
Man knowetp the Thinks of b Manw fawe the. Spivis of Man-Which js
in bim, even fo none knoweth the Things of God, bu: the Spirit of
Ged; 1 Cor. il ‘to.i Therefore vhis Spirst featcheth all Things, yea,
even the deep Things of God, and revealeth them unto the Sons of

Men ; fo that thereby the Darknefs of their Underftanding is ex-
pelled, and they are enlighten’d with the Knowledge of God.

e Bp. Pear/ox.
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Such are Ehe Bleflings, fuch the Gift of Heav’n,
That God to undeferving Man hath giv'n,
For though at faint-like Piety we aim,
Vain is our Plea, nor truly juft our Claim.
195. But God in Mercy views the purple Tide,
Dread Sight ! that guthes from the gaory fide
Of his Almighty Son ; whofe wounded Veins
Pour out this Soeam to wath away our Stains,
Hence {prings our Hope : New Joy his Sorrows
give,

200. His Sicknefs, Health, and in his Death we live.

Still left fome Spot of ancient Sin remain,

Thou bid'ft usdip, and be for ever clean;

We, in thofe living Waters, facred made

By thy Almighty Prefence, dip the Head 5

N 4 '205. And
7. 203, We, in thofe living Waters )
Sponte caput ﬁm:i: d; mare i;nmergimﬁ: undis,
Prefenti quas illufras tu numiue prafens.

1 underftand by thefe Lines anly the Sdorament of Baptifm,which,
from the Awhority of the Wiitings of the New Teftament, contain-
ing the Command of .Chrift, and the Pra&ice of his Apoftles, and
from univerfal Ufage of the Chritian Church ever fince, we lpok up-
on tobe @ facred Ordinance, Rite, and Ceremony, inflituted by
Chrifty <wherein by the Adminifivazion of Waser on the Perfon bap-
tized, in the Name of the Father, ‘@re. 2bac Perfom it admitted to

Chriftianity,
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205. And, wond’rous Change ! bleft be thy faving
Eqwet, e
White asthe Snow we rife, to blufh no more.

Our
ANNOTATIONS.

Chriftsanity, receives the Remuffion of original and affual Sin, and
bas a Right and Title, upon bis Perfeverance in the Grace of his Bap.
tifm, to all the Bleffings, Advaniages, and Promifes of the Gofpel.
This then is Bapsi/m. And if in Compliance to my Author 1 have
ufed the Word dip, yet, I intend gy no. Means to exclude the
cuftomary ‘Way of -peursuz en, or [prinkling of. Water, which feems
much properer than dipping or Immerfion 5 as. the Word (Baw7i-
LaSvus) s0'be baptized, docs not -always fignify the wathing of the
whole Body, either inthe Writings of the Fesvs, or in the New
Teftamene, but  the fprinkling qni wifhing fome Part of it only ;
which likewife beft anfiwers and agrees with the Baptizing unto Mo-
Jes, 1 Care X%, 2. with the Propuecies, Promifes, Types,-and Figures
of the inward bsprizing with the Spirit, 1 Pes. iii. 21. and with the
Circumftances of Place arid Time of Baprizing; recorded in'the ‘4&s
of the dpoftles.

The ontward Sign however, or the Thing ufed jn. Baptifm, muft
be Wager, and Water only :* Wherefore Pope Srephen’ 11, declard
the Baptifin cf an Infant null, which was adminiftred with Wine,
for Want of Water'; and when an Archbifhop of Norway asked
Popé Gregory 1X. his Opinion of Bapiifin adminiftred with Beer, he
declar'd it to be null : What then muft we think of the Bptifin of a
certain Jew, who being in a dry Wildernefs, was baptized with
Sand2* = : .

And 'tis obfervable, that a myflerioys Purgation by Water, has
been held from all Antiquity. * :

Odraaa xaile wdyra T dibgimer vard
The Sea (fays Ewripides,) can expiate all morezl Ils.
And Callimachus seprefents Latona begaing of the River-God Pe-
acus, that fhe may walh her Children’ po/le and Diana in his

Streams, - Hymn, in Del. V. 110. 'So Rkea when fhie had
P;o_ugbx f?.'th 3xpit:r? }

— Xgba pardevvace,
ey 70y eweigerys ——— Hyma. ad Jov. w33
. Amid
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Our Souls refin’d, foon as thy Grace they feel,

Glow, {hiné, and fparkle, as the poligh’d Steel.

From this deep-founded Root we tow’ring rife
210. With a@ive Zeal, and fhoot into the Skies :

And with unweary’d Diligence we ftrive,

And ardent Minds, till joyous we arrive

At the long-wifh’d-for Manfions of the Bleft,

Thofe Seats of guiltlefs Pleafure, Peace, and

Rett. ‘

215.  So noble the Reward, the Prize fo great,
That on our fmall, but pious Liabours wait !

. Yet
ANNOTATIONS.

. Amid the Flood
She plung'd the reeking Bibe, and bath'd the God.

But whoever thinks from hence, that the Application of Water to
any other pious Ufe, than that of Baptifm, neceffary, let me remind
him of what Lagfantius {ays of the old Romans,” Se pié facrificaffe
ppinantur, f cusem laverint § tanquam libidines intra peus inclufas
wlli ammes abluant, aus ulls maria purificens. Quamso [atius ef
mentem potius eluere, que malis cupiditaribus fordidarur 5 ¢t uno vir-
tutis ac fidei lavacro univerfa wiria depellere 2 Quod qui feceric,
guamliht inquinatum ac fordidum corpus geras, fatis purus eft, 1. v.
¢. 20. And no better has one of their own Poets treated them, fay-
ing,

Ab nimim faciles, qui triftia crimina cedis
Flumined solli poffe putasis agud. Ovid. Faft, ii, 45.

Poor eafy Fools ; to think the guillefs Flood
€an wafh from murd’rous Hands the Stain of Blood !
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Yet fiill to thee be all the Honour paid 5
For ev’ry Thought, or Deed demands | thine
Aid, |
Nor are our beft Endeavours worthy found,

Q! i

220. If not “vzi;‘th thy peculiar Blefling crown’d.
Thou Sacred Pow'r, thy Will and Influence,
(Sigcc human Merit is a vain Pretence,)
Clears the Avenues of the dark’ned Soul,
And chearful Lfght breaks in upon the whole.

225. To thee Man all his boafted Vigour'owes 3
From thee his ev’ry God-like A&ion flows :
Nor only this : but thy glad Prefence deigns

" To blefs with hidden Virtut?s all his Pains.

.. ANNOTATIONS. s
V. 21g. For ev'ry Thought, or Deed)
Te five nil samen andemus, nil poffumus ipfe.
What Man is he, that boafts of flefhly Might,.
And vain Affurance of Mortality 2. -
Which all fo foon as it doth come to Sight,
Againft Tpiritual Foes, yields by and by,
Or from the Field moft cowardly doth fly,
Nor let the Man afcribe itto his Skill,
Thac thorough Grace hath gained Vicory.
If any Strength we have, it isto Il
But all the Good is God's, the Pow'r, and cke the Will.

W o Speatfer, 1. i, can.. 10,

For it is God (Tays St. Paal, Phil. 1. 13.) whick worketh in us,
bosh vo will and 2o do of kis goed Pleafure : And ke is able 40 do ex-
cecding abundantly above all that we can ask or think, ascording te
she Pouser vhut workers in us, Ephef] iii 2o,
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As fragrant Flow'rs, and Trees, without Supply
330. Of fa’ning Moifture, ficken, fade, and dic ;

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 2.9 s fragrans Flow'rs )
"This Thought is prettily exprefs'd by one M. dnon, Flaminius.

LS

Camparat Animam fuam Flori,

Ut flos tanellus in finu
Telluris alme lucidam
Formofus explicac comam,
Si ros et imber edutas
Hlum : tenclla mens mea
Sic flovet, almi Spiritits
Dum rore dulci pafcitnr.
Hoc illa ff caret, flatim
Languefcit, ut flos aridi
Tellure natus, exm viff
E# vos ¢t imber educas.

The COMP ARIS O'N.

L : .
Lo ! as the tender Flow's,
_ On Earth’s foft -Bofom laid,
Refrelh'd with. balmy Dew,
Unfolds its beauteous Head 3

1%
So flouritheth my Soul,
Of .vig'rous Joy potleft,
When with thy Dew of Heay'n,
Thou Holy Spirit, bleft.

111,
But as the fading Flow'r
Lies lifelefs on the Plain,
When robb'd of a Supply
Of Dew, or genial Rain 5

So

1V, So
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"'So thould we faint, and allour Labouts prove

Fruitlefs and vain without thy faving Love.”’

A thoufand Deaths in various Shapes appear,
That threat’ning thake our guilty Souls with Fear,
235. And that invet’rate ever-envious Fbc, '
Readyto plunge us in eternal Woe,
‘ ; Prowls
ANNOTATIONS.

1Vv.

$o droops my forrowing Soul,
And difcontented lies 5
Without thy faving Aid,
1t fickens, faints, and dies.

51

V. 233. A Thoufand Deaths)

Mille animis fefe obficiunt diferimtina moflris,
Mille nocent pefiss, occultufque imminet hoftis
Semper.

Criminator ille invidens operibus Dei, émines fallacias, et callidi-
dates fuas ad decipiendum  hominem “fntendir, ut e adimeret im-
mortalitatem. Lattan V. ii. c. 12,

The Devil, (fays Lalantius) ever entiying the Werks of God, tries
ail bhis Wiles arm'{;:mmgems to deceive ‘Man, and deprive bim of im-
morral Happinefs.  According to the Apoftle ; Our Adverfary the De-
wil, like & roaring Lion," jowrneys up and down, fecking whom he
may devour, 1 Pet. v. 3. :

Impendent Death, and Guilt that threatens Hell,

Are dreadful Guefts, which liére with Mortals dwell;
And a vex'd Confcience, mingling with their Joy
Thoughts of Defpair, does their whole Life annoy 3
But Lowe appearing, all thofe Terrars fly,

We live contented, and contented die.

Waller.
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Prowls about all our Paths, about our Beds,
And mighty’ in Wiles, as many Nets he fpreads
As Sin has Forms : Oh! how fhall we efcape ?
240. Or who fhall fave us from his greedy Gape ?
But let this guileful, nightly-working Fiend,
Summon his active Demons to attend,
And ev’ry Wile, and ev’ry Art employ,
Far as he is commiffion’d to deftroy 3
245. He, nor his Phantom Nations can unbind
Th’ eternal Strictures of a virtuous Mind.
For thy fuperior Pow’r with dazzling Light,
Drives the. Affailants to the Shades of Night :

The
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 239, Ob ! how fhall we efeape ? )

Quuis enim quear bos svadere caffes ?

O wretched Man that I am ! who fhall deliver me from :he Bo.
dy of shis Dearh 2 Rom. vii. 24.

V. 248. Drives the 4ffailants )

1f we may believethe Devil, that himafelf and all his infernal Crew
are ftill under the Command of the ¢rae and living God, and fub-
je€t to eternal Punifhment, we have his ewn Confeflion for it, or
Apollo {peaks thus for him =

Adipavss of puTdas wepl }Bova ) weed whyror,
"Andpator ddparles vaas pdsiyt Oedio.

We Devils, journeying over Sea, and Land, -
Siill feel the Scourge of God, and own his dread Command,
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“The Soul long weary’d with the doubtful Strife,

250. Acknowledges the God, and fprings to Life.
~ Nor

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 249. The Dl long weary'd )

Affulges, resegifque dolos, atque jrrita frangis
Tentamenta, $uogue magis nos numine ﬁrma.r.

Confulting the Holy Scriptures, and refle&ing npon ovr own In.
fufficiency, and the great Danger we are conunually in, from the
Strength and Subtilty of the Devil, and his wicked” Emiffaries, we
cannot but acknowledge the neceffary Affiftance of our gracious Ged,
and the helpful Miniftry of his Angels. i

‘01 S Dafpovks et Ails peydar Jue Buads,
*EqQnol, émixfovtor, oUAanss Synriv dvfedmar.
< Hefiod. op. et dieb, L i. v. 122,

Wherefore fays our excellent old Poet Spenfer:

L

And is there Care in Heav’n ? And is there Love
In Heav'nly Spirits to thefe Creatures bafe,
‘That may Compaffion of their Evils move 2
There is : Elfe much more wretched were the Cafe
Of Men, than Beafts ! But oh ! th® exceeding Grace
Of Hisheft God ! that loves his Creatures fo,
And all his Works with Mercy dath embrace,
That blefled Angels he fends to and fro,

To ferve to wicked Man, to ferve his wicked Foe.

1L

How oft do they their Silver Bowers leave,
To ¢dme to fuccour us, that Succour want 2
How oft do they, with golden Pinions cleave
The flitting Skics, like flying Purfuivant,
A%lainﬂ (mﬁ Fiends to aid us milicant 2
They for us*fight, they watch dand datly ward,
And their bright:Squadrons round .about us plant,

Aund all for Love, and nothing for Reward :
Oh why fhou'd Heav'nly God to Man have fuch Regard !
> - 7 Tib, ii. cant. 8.
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Nor partial is thy Love 3 for all Men fhare
Thy copious Bounty and indulgent Care ;
Diffus’d thro® all the World it ftands confeft,
Excrtfng various Charms for ev’ry Breait.
255, And who fo blind, fo deaf, he will not fee,
Thy glaring Beauties, nor thy Voice obey,
Ev’n when in double Luftre thofe appear,
And this pours kindly whifpers in his Ear :
‘Wretch that he s, to fcorn the Pow’rs above,
260. And flight the blifsful Sweets of proffer’d Love
But the more greedy we fuck in thy Voice,
‘The more enlarg’d our Souls, refin’dour Joys: -
For ever happy in thy boundlefs Grace,
Till obftinate we break from thy Embrace 3
265. Plunging we know not into what Abyfs
Of dreadful Torments, endlefs Miferies.

For foon as the Appi’cate Mind rebels,
And, tainted with Sin’s deadly Poyfon, fwells,

And
ANNOTATIQNS.
V. 267, For foox as the Apeftaze Mind )

Wherefore St, Pasl bids us ncither to gricve, or guench the tholy
Spirit, lelt it fhould uterly forfake us, and grve us up ¢o a repre-
base Mind, being aliengied from the Life of God, Ephef. iv, 30.
1 Zhef. v. 19. Aud the Light of Natre could dire&t Semeca to this

Dolrine
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And to and fro with lawlefs Fury driv’n,
270. Mocks the dread Thunders of the God of
Heav’n ; v
Strait from the ruinous Houfe thy facred Pow’r
Indignant flies, affiftant now no more.
The Wretch foon knows thy Inflyence with-
drawn,
And his Death-ending Journey haftens on.
275. In

ANNOTATIONS

Doétrine in a very remarkable Paflage among his Epiftles.  Sacer ina
eft in mobis Spiritus, bomorum malerumque cuftos et obfervaser, et

uemadmodum nes illum tratlamus, ita et ille nos. There is a Holy
Spirit (fays he) refiding in us, who watches and obferves both good
and evil Men, and will treat us after the fame Manner that we treat
him.

V. 273. The Wretch foon knows thy Influence )

Many Inftances of this we find in Holy Writ : The fielt that offers
is Sampfon, who the more familiar he grew with his Miftrefs, the
more a Stranger he grew to his God, and Godto him ; whereby he
loft all thofe fpiritual Gifts and Graces with which God had endow’d
him as a Governour and Judge of his People : And tho’ at laft upon
his Repentance the Lord was pleas’'d to reftore to him his {piritual
Lofs, yet in the mean time he fmarted fufficiendy. His Enemies
took him, and ufed him cruelly, they put out his Eyes, bound him
in Chains, and made him grind in a2 Mill. He was the fame Man
indeed as to ourward Appearance as before, but God having
withdrawn bis Holy Spiriz, how weak, how abje&, how mife-
rable was his Condition, lower than that of the vileft Slave! So,
among many other Examples, David, (prefoming upon God's Mer-
<y, and the Unchangeablenefs of his State, and being opigionated pec-
haps that he fhould foon and cafily recover. himfelf- by Repentance)
sook the Liberty for once to indulge his deprav’d Fancy, and to ven-
tuse upon that which he knew in his own Conftience to be 3 crying

p Sins
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2% 5. In his Hell-harden’d Heart ftrange Paffions roll,

And growing Sins untune the ftormy Soul 5

Till he who late on God his Thoughts em-
ploy’d, :

And a fweet vifiomary Heav’n enjoy’d,

Now lies inglorieus, grov’ling on the Ground,

280. Befet with Clouds, and Darknefs all around.

As fome young Hero priding in his Shield,
And flaming Arms, that fun the dazzled Field,
When fwol’n with flatt’ring Hopes he mounts his
Steed,
And in the Van {purs on with furious Speed,
285. If Chance fome Weapon with unerring Art,
Sent from the Foe transfix his glowing Heart,

7
(0} ' Con-
ANNOTATIONS. :

Sin : And what follow'd, but dreadful Apprehenfions of lofing for
ever thofe fpiritual Gifts and Graces, by which alonc he was capabie
of difcharging his Duty in this Life, and attaining everlafting Happie
nefs in the next.  His Comfortin God’s Favour was now gone, conti-
nual Doubts and Horrors affaulted his Soul, fo that he. could not pray
with that Chearfulne(s he was wont, nor refle@t with ufual Satisfac-
tion on his paft Deeds ; and the People of God began to look upon
him as an Hypocrite, and to deride and mock at him : Befides, he
could not but remember, how it had fared with Saxl, when the
Lord had forfook him ; what mad and furious Paffions he was fub«
je€t o, and how unprofperoufly went his Affairs of State, till being
his own Execitioner, he loft both his Life- and Kingdom with Dif-
grace ; before it was too lace therefore Dawid paifionately breaks out
with that moft impertant Prayer, O Lord, I befeech thee, sakenas siry
Holy Spirit frem me, Pfal. li. 11.
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Confounded falls, and gafping out his Breath,
Sinks untriumphant in the Shade of Death.
And, who now lovely bloom’d with martial
Grace,
2g0. Darting Delight and Terror from his Face,
The faireft, braveft Youth, now ghattly lies,
And with unwholfome Odours ‘taints the Skies:
So glows the Soul, and fhines divinely bright,
That from thy Prefence draws its living Light.
295. But all its Beauty, all its Praife expires,

Soon as are quench’d thine animating Fires.

Thus he, who once majeftically gay,
With radiant Glories fill’d the Chryftal Way,
Hight Lucifer, that Rebel-Chief, by Thunders
driv’n
300. From the Almighty’senvy’d Throne of Heav’n,
To

ANNOTATIONS.

V. 299. Hight Lucifer, that Rebel-Chief )

Conceming his Fall, fee Hymn to the Fa:lur, v. 935. Though
after his Fall he was ftill ambitious of reumm%t that Honour and
Credit amongft Men on Earth, which he had loft in Heaven ; for
being ask'd by what Titles he would be worfhipped, he anfwer'd,

T1dvoope, wayrodidant’, tvorbisgope xixavl Aaiuoy.
Hear us, thou Dzmon, who art omniprefent,

All-wife, all-learned. eomm—
And
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To bottomlefs Perdition, mourns his Doom,
Sleeplefs in Hel’s impenctrable Gloom,
‘And he, once happy, whom God’s only Son
Join’d with the Twelve to crown his Heav’nly
Throne,

505. Was hurl’d fpontaneous to the Realms beneath,
To try the Pains of an eternal Death :
Fool as he was, to tempt thy mighty Hate,
And by Defertion earn hisdreadful Fate.

But when we firft break ftubborn from thine
Arms,
310. Regardlefs of thy Favours, and thy Charms ;

02 Not
ANNOTATIONS.
And at another Time,
Appovin wooporo, patepdes, Xy dopd Faiuor.

O Lucifer, thou Harmony of the World,
And wifeft Demon.

V. 303. And be, once bhappy)
Fortunatus et illec

Fudas Ifcariot, who ftands recorded in the Scripture for his Wick-
ednefs and Impiety, was equally impower'd by Chriff, and commif-
fion'd to preach, and work Miracles, and was numnberd with the
Apoftles : For the Efficacy of an O:dinance depends not upon the
Quality of the Perfon, but the Divine Inftitudonand Blefling of God.
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Not fo thine Anger burns, thou gen’rous Pow'r,
As never, never, to forgive us more :
Tho’ fait we fly, yet flill thy Love purfues,

And ev’ry fweet Emblandifhment renews.

315. As fome fond Mother feeks the promis’d Joy
And comfort of her Age, her darling Boy,
When, confcious of his F auit, to thun the Rod,
Or cruel Pedant’s Rage, he roams abroad ;
Thro> pathlefs Woods, and gloomy Groves fhe

flies,

320. Rending the Air with loud diftrefsful Cries ;
If Chance the skulking Truant wou’d appear,
Or won by gentle Love, or aw’d by Fear ;
Now dire Ideas pierce her bleeding Breaft,

She thinks him torn by fome rapacious Beaft,

325. Or ftript By Rob’bcrs,v helplefs, ‘and forlofn,

Or pale, and lifelefs down fome Torrent born,
So when rebellious Man thy Love contemns,
And mindlefs of himfelf, him{clf condemns
To be a very Wretch ; thy gracious Care
330, Still, ftill'invites him with repeated Pray’r.

If
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If chance-the Penitent his Crimes will mourn,
Ang duteous and fincere to thee return,

Then wilt thou heal him of his gauling Sore,

And to his Soul its native Fire reftore.

Q.20 o 335. But
ANNOTATIONS.

¥i 331, If Chance the Penitent )
Our Author requires that he thou’d confefs himfelf to the Prict,

Luftratufque facerdoti commiffa piavit,

But all.that we think the Priefk can do. in this Cafe js, only to judge by
the outward Signs and Fruits of Repentance, whether the Perfon ap.
plying to him for Advice, be real and fincere in his Conveifion ; and
if upon Examination it appears to be fo, he is then to comfort him,
with an  Affurance that his Sins are remitted even in the Court of
Heaven, and that he is reftored to the Grace and Favour of Chriff.
But then he is to, deliver this not abfolutely, but conditionally, 7. e.
upon the Prefumption that his Repentance is as fincere as he repre-
fentsit. - He is by no Meaas to pronounce it as a final Judge; be-
caufe Chriff alone can judge of the Reality of the Penitent’s Conver-
fion, and. confequencly he alone can abfo{uzply determine the ‘State
of fuch a Man towards God. I have therefore in my Tranflation
kept ‘to what is more neceflarily required, wiz. fincere Contrition,
and dmendment of Life : However, as there was an excellent and ju-
dicious Claufe added in the firft Book of King Edward, for the Secu.
rity of mutual Forbearance and Peace in this Refpec, 1 fhall beg
leave to recite it 5 it requires all fuch as fhall be [atisfied <with & ge-
neral Confeffiony: not to be offended with them that do ufe, to their
Sfarvther [atisfying, the auricular and [ecret Confeffion ta the Prieft:
Nor thofe alfo who think needful and convenient, for the Quictnefs
of their own Confeiences, particularly to open their Sins to the Prieft;
20 be offended with them that are [atisfied with their humble Con-
Sfelfions 20 God, and the general Confeffion so the Church. ~ But in all
Things to follow and keep the Rule of Charity, and every Man to be
jan'j:jed with his own Confcience, not judging other Mens Minds or
Confciences ; whereas he has no Warvans of God’sWord for the [ame.
Wheatley, on the Common Prayer, p. 458.

V. 333, Then wilt thou heal bim') ‘
Tae
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335. But he rebels again, again he mourns,
His impious Follies, ‘and t thee returns 3
Again he lives in thy belov’d Embrace,
And taftes the Sweets of thy enliv’ning Grace.
And thus untjl the Spring of Life is down,
340. Sin and Repentanceina Circle run,
And
ANNOTATIONS.

The following Places in Scripture bear a very terrible Afpe&, Mazzh,
xii, 44. Heb. Vi. 4. x.26. " 2 Per ii. 20. where it- looks, as:if
they, who had been once enlighten’d, and were bleft with the Hea-
wenly Gift, and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and had
tafted the good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come,
fhould at laft fall away, their Recovery is impoffible even by Re-
pemcance.  But this is an hard Saying,and therefore, in treating of
this Subje&, requires an Explication, The Perfons then here fpoken
of, are fuch Fews and Pagans, as baving rotally apoftatiz'd from the
Fajth of Chriff, together with their Faith have loft their Bapti{m, and
are become ‘?e-w: and P4gars again. Now Fews and Pagans can
never be made Chriffians without Baptilim, wherein they are regene-
rated ; and by the fame Reafon thefc Apoftates can never become
Chriftians again, fhould they again believe and repent, unlefs theybe
re-baptiz’d, and that they cannot be, becaufe there is but one Baptifin
in_the Chriftian Church.  But the Apoftle does not fay it is impof
fible that thefe Men thauld be fav'd, l!’:ut it is impoffible they fhould
be regenerated again by Baptifin, which is the only Gofpel State of
Salvation : If any fuch be faved, they are faved by uncovenanted
Grace and Mercy : They are in a State of unbaptized Fews and Hea-
thens, not of Chriftians, who have a Covenant Right to the Promifes
of God. And the Lord (fays Peter) is not flack concerning his Pro-
mife, but is Inng-ﬁ:[ﬁriug to us-ward, mor willing thar any fhould
perifh, but that all heuld come to Repentance Wherefore Milton
Juftly declares, that

To Pray’r, Repentance, and Obedience due,
(Tho® but endeavom’d with fincere Intcnt)
His Ear will not be flow, his Eye not fhut. dib. iii.
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And ftill on true Repentance are beftow’d
The peaceful Comforts of a bounteous God.
Such is thy Guardian Care, fo great thy Love,

For thofe, who in' due Time obedient prove.

345. Happy the Soul, from ev’ry Blemith clear,
Purg’d by the Breath of thy celeftial Air,

O 4 Thae
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 341. and flill on true Repemtance)

This Doétrine of Repentance is a worthy Leffon, the Joy and
Comfort of our Souls, we drink it in (fays the learned Mr, Hales)
with thizfty Ears ¢ But we muft beware, left relying upon this, as it
is commonly taught and unde:ftood, we turn the Remedy of Sin into
an Occafion of finning 5 as fome Men, trufting to the Help of Phy-
ficians, riot in Excefs, and take their Pleafures the more f'ccurc]y_
becaufe they fee, or fancy they fee, 2 Remedy for all Inconveni-
encies, Repentance is Phyfick indeed, and therefore to be ufed fpa-
ringly, and with good Manners, left too familiar Ufe of it make ic
ceafe to be a Duty, and caufe Prefumption and Wantonnefs, Be-
fides “tis obfervable, that when Men begin to fall, they drop apace,
from a cold Indifference to Neglc&, and from Neglet to an utter
Harred and Detettation, (if poffible) of all religious Matters ; fo that
they fcarce ever dream of a Recovery, much lefs defire it ; and if
they did, very difficule will it be for fuch Bankrupts to regain their
Credit, fuch Straglers to find the right Road, fuch dead Men to
rife.to Life again ;5 much penitential Sorrow, many a bitter Sigh and
carneft Prayer will it coft, before that-feeling which is gone can be
recover’d, or that inward Peace which is fled, can be recall’d, Such
a Change is requir’d in the whole Man, which to accomplifh, (fays
David, Pfal. li. 8.) is as painful as she festing a broken Bone.

V. 343. Such is thy Guardian Care )
Tantus amor neftri, tante euflodia cure,
In Imitation of Virgil, Georg, iii.

Tantus amer lawdum, raniz eff vilforia cure.
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That ever burns with juft and pure Defires,
Fed with the Fuel of etherial Fires.
That Soul loves God; and ﬁooping‘from above,
350. His God recéives him with refpondent Love.
From Love’s {fweet Fountain all his A&io_ns flow,
Regardlefs <;f thefe Vanities below.
He’s fwallow’d up in Love, not only due;
"To his Creator, but his ?rotbe( too.
' : v But
ANNOTATIONS.

F, 349, That Soul loves God)

With good Reafon have the Scriptures afcrib'd the Work of out
Sanflification, 1 Cor. vi. 11. and Renovation of our Minds, Zis. iii.
5. to the Efficacy of this blefled Spirit ; fince he not enly mollifies
our Heart, and bends our ftubborn Wills to a Compliance with the
divine Precepts, but by his (ecrer Infinuations is continually exciting
fuch Defires and AffeCtions in us, as both exalt and purify our Nature,
He excites our Lowe to God, and to all that is truly worthy of thac
noble Paffion, and ftirs up our Hatred (o every thing that is contrary
to the Purity of his Nature, :

See Stackhoufe, p. 772.

¥. 334, But bis B:other tor)

As God does himfelf continually delight in doing good, and feems
to take an cfpécial Pleafure in defcribing himfelf by thar particular
Auntribute of Love and Goodnefs 5 for the fame Reafon it muft necefc
farily be his:Will, that-all rational Creatures fhonld imitate him inthat
excellent Perfeétion. - To this Purpofe we may obferve, that he hath
fo fram'd and conftituted our Nawire, and fo order’d the Circumftan-
ces of our prefent State, as ro make’ Society and Friendfhip -neccffary
2o the Support and Comfort of Life, that Men mizht be continually
exercis'd in the Praétice of thefe Divine Virrues : ‘And he has given
s no other Way of exprefling fo acceptably cur Love and Graride
1o himfelf, whom awe 5awe nor feew, Yohn “iv. 21. as by loving and

doing
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355. - Buthappyabove all, fupremely blefs’d,
Are thofe, who in their Mother’s Womb carefy'd
By thy myfterious Pow’r, thence {pring to Day’
Guiltlefs as Angels, and as bright as they :
Whofe dauntlefs Innocence fuftains the Strife
360. Impos’d on all thro® this tumultuous Life,
And fets the fame in the expeéting Tomb,
The fame it rofe victorious from the Womb,
But few indulg’d with thy peculiar Care,
~ Gifts fo divine, fuch heav’nly Bleflings fhare.
365. None e’er enjoy’d fuch Meafuré of thy Grace,
As Mary, bleffed Maid of David’s Race, s
Except
ANNOTATIONS. :
doing Good to our Bretbren, whom «we have feen, for 5o Man bath
Jfeen God at any Time, v Johniv. 12, but if we love one another,
hereby we know, that God, tho® invifible, dwellesh in us 5 that bis

Lowe is perfeited in us, and that we dwell ju him, and be in us,
becaufe we are Imitators of his Nature, and Partakers of bis Spirit,,

1b. p. 895.

V. 363. But few indulg'd)

The San&ification of holy Men in Scripture, Fudg. xiiis Luke vi.
15, &¢ (if our Author means them here) ‘did not denote | their
perfet Freedom from Sin, or their natural Propenfions to it but
fome peculiar Defignation of their Perfons to facred Offices, and
that they might minifter in Things periaining to God, by virtue of a
more immediate and fpiritual Relation to him.

V. 365. None 'er enjoy’d ) Withe
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Except the Son himfelf ; whom fhe brought forth
The Wonder of the Heav’ns, and Joy of Earth 5
Knowing thee only, thou etherial Dove,

-370. Whowarm’d her Breaft withall the Fires of Love.

. But
ANNOTATIONS.

Without concerning ourfelves with fuch nice Queftions, as, «* Whe-
<¢ ther this bleffed Virgin was conceiv’din Sin ; and if fhe was, bow it
was reftrained in her at firft,” whether fhe was fan&ified in her
Mother’s Womb, and to what Degree, and whether this San&ifica-
tion were fuch, as to keep her from committing any, fo much as ve.
nial Sin 2 I fay, without being fo curious s to énter into thefe nicer
Speculations, in which fo many have in vain exercifed themfelves,
we may belieye her_to have been a moft pure, and boly; and vir-
ous Creature 3 that her Virgin-Mind was clcan and fpotlefs, as her
Body was chafte and immaculates and thas upon the Account of both,
the was moft fit, of any among her Race or Sex, for the Holy Ghoff
0 over(hadow, or for the Son of the moft Higheft to 10habirs

Wake's Serm.

V. 366. Bleffed Maid of David's Race.

The Royal Line of David by Selemon, being extin& in Feconiah,
the Crown and Kingdom pafs'd into the nextyounger Line of Nathan,
(another Son of David) in Salathiel and Zorobabel : Which Zore-
babel having two Sons, Abiud and Rhefa, the Dignity defcended of
Right upon the Line of Abind, of which Jo/eph was the laft, and he
warrying the Virgin Mery, who (prung from the Line of Rbefa, his
Right paffed, by the Law of Levirate, into the Line of Mary, being
next ot Kin, and by that Means alfo upon Fefus ber Son,

South, Serm. Vol, iii.

V. 369. Knowing thee only )

As it was requifitc that the Saviour and San&ifier of the World
fhould himfelf be koly, undefled, withous Blemijh, and withour
Spot, > Cor. v. 4. Heb. vi. 26. hence ‘grew an abfolute Neceflity
that he fhould fpring from the immediate Operation of that Spirit who
is the Fountain of all Holinefs and Purity : But as the Scripture (peaks
of this Macter in the moft fimple and natural Terms, and withal moft

agrecable



the HOLY GHOST 203

2

But dull and languid are the Pow’rs of Verfe,
Thefe great and glorious Myft’ries to rehearfe,
Which Art can never in true Colours drefs,
Nor all the Forms of Eloquence exprefs.
375. Yet daring ftill, Iclimb the fteepy Height,
Panting beneath the too unequal Weight,
For w};o can fpeak, or think thofe holy Fires,
With which the God the Virgiﬂ’s_ Breaft infpires;
When with the Pow’r celeftial thadow’d o’er,
380. She drinks in facred Love at ev’ry Pore?
Bleft above all her Sex! where’er the moves,
Still Heav’n attends her, and fhe fcatters Love.
All

ANNOTATIONS,

agreeable to the Dignity and Purity of the Divine Nature: Let us not
affe@t, (fays Dr. Fiddes) ro be wife above whart is written 3 but con=
clude, that by virtue of the Power of the Holy Ghoff, the Body of
Chriff was form'd not only in the Virgin Mary, but of her ; (for
otherwife he could not have been the Seed of Airabam and Da.
wid, according to the Flefh, Rom, i, 3.) not that the Holy Ghoff con-
curr'd by Way of a material Agent, or by any Communication of
his Subftance, but purely as an efficient Agent, or operative Power
of God, with whom nothing is impeffible, Luke i. 37.

V. 381. Bleft above all her Sex\)

When the Reformation firft began in Germany, fome too zealous
and obferving in the Communion, from which they had feparated,
greater Part of the WorihiP addre{s'd to the Pirgin-Mother than to the
Sen, and that Men honour'd her in many Refpeéts as they honom; d

the
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. -.All Things around catch the projected Flame,
The very Mountains joyous, Love proclaimy
385. And thus thy Godbead, was in Part difplay*d,
Tho’ wrapt from human Sight in envious Shade :
17 Bue

ANNOYATIONS.

the Father ; in Deteftation of an idolatrous Pratice, fo injurious to
the Father and the Son, they even deny'd her that Share of )Refpet
which as a Mother The ought to have had, injthe Conception and Birth
of Chrift.. For undoubtedly we ought always to fpeak- of ihef with
Reverence, and never mention her Name without fome Preface or
Epithet of Honour' :-And we do not at all queftion, but that God,
who fhewed her fuch Favour on Earth, hath alfo very highly exalted
her in Heaven, ‘probably above all the Rice of Adam, next unto
him, who is God as Well as Man. But then to call her a Goddefs,
and ourfelves her. Suppliants ; . ftile her the :?qun of Heawven, and
Mozher of Divine Grace, the Sovereign Lady of Angels, Archangels,
Parriarchs, Prophets, Apoftles, &-c. ‘the Refuge of Sinmers, apd Ad-
wecaze of Chriffians 5 this is a Compliment  which our Author, 1 pre-
fume, never thought of paying her 5 and is a Strain much fitter for
fome poctical Heashen G:dde/%, than for a Chriftian Saint.  Befides,
we fhall never be perfuaded to'betake ourfelves to the Mediation of
the bleffed Virgin, or of any other Saint whatever, while that. Text
remains in our Bible. There is one Gody and one Mediator between
God and Man, the Man Chrift Yefus, i Tim. ii. s,

V. 383, And fhe featters Love) g

Toto cioms dulceris corpore amorem
Faitares.

From Lucrezius, iv. 1048.
Sen mulier tote jaltans e corpsre Amorem.
So Milten fpeaking of Eve, lb, iv.

Grace was in all her Steps, Heav'n in her Eye,
In cv'ry Gefture Dignity and Love. —
And into all Things from her Air infpir'd
The, Spicit of Love, and amorous Delight,
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But fuller Glories fhooting from above,

That fhone embodied like the Silver. Dove,

Were once by Mortals feen, admir’d, ador'd,
390. When Heav’n’s tremendous Voice confirm’d its

Lord, .
Again
ANNOTATIONS.
V. 388 That fhone embodied)

Vida feems to have underftood by the following Places, Marzh.iit.
16. Mark i. 10, Luke iii. 22. as if the Spiris had really defcended
in the Form of a Dove. Huetius gives them the fame Interpretation,
and thereupon takes Occafion to mention Neab’s Dove, and that
wondrous one which is faid to whifper fuch fublime Things in the
Ear of Mabomet 5 and he likewife offers a Reafon why the Spirir af-
fumed the Shape of this Bird, But furely they were miftaken; for
Grammar and plain Senfe fhew us, that the Words have no Relation
to the bodily Shape, but to the Motion of a Dove defcending : The
Spirit probably affimed a Body of Light or Fire, and therein came
down from above, &t wsersepely, jult as a Dove with its Wings
fpread forth is obferved to do, and gathering about our Sawviour’s
Head, crewn’d it with a vifible Glory. This Explanation obviates ac
once a great Blunder in a Socinian Objetion, and expofes the Folly,
not to fay Idolarry, of thofe who paint the Holy Glef# like a Dove,
And 'tis further obfervable, that inall the wondrous Sights at Horeb
there was no Appcarance of God 5 and tho’ the Fews faw many other
Similitudes, as Fire, Smoke, &-. yet were they to make no Refem-
blance of him ; and the Likenefs of any Bird is particularly forbidden,
Deuf. iv. 12, 17. ;

V. 390. When Heav'ns tremendeus Voice)

The Heavens were open'd, and there came a Voice therefrom, fayingy
This ismy beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed, M.z+4. iii. 6.
Mark i. 10. Luke iii. 21. So we read thac the Heavens were once
opened to Ezckiel, and toSt. Stephen, and they faaw the Vifions of God,
Ezek. i. 1. A&ts vii. §5. and that at the Birth of Chrift, the Shepherds
beard likewife a Voice from Heaven, Luke ii. 10, and that a divine
#oice called to St.  Paul at the Time of his Converfion at Damafcus,
and were I to look for a parallel Inftance in Heathen Story, (as in
my Annotationson the firt Hymn) I might mention feveral Prodi-
; . gies
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Again to Man thy Beauty was difplay’d;
-Down rufhing from the Skies in Flames array’d :

‘When
ANNOTATIONS.

gies of this Nature, as rbe opening of Heaven (chafina coeli) zhe Sun
Jeen in the Night, and Flames of Light breaking out of Darknefs,
which we find in the old Roman Books of Augury s and that fabulous
Greece fappos’d the Menades to have feena great Light, and to have
heard @ Voice from above, when they were inﬂigarcz by Bacchus to
murder Penthens. But what is of much more Importance, and calls
for our immediate Obfervation here, is the full Declaration of the
Divinity of the Son, and plain Manifeftation of the Three diffiné¥
Perfons in the one Godhead : 'The Father fpeaking from Heaven,
the Son coming out of Ferdan, and the Spiri¢ defcendiny as a Dove.

V. 391. dgain to Man thy Beauty )

When fuddenly there came a Sotind from Heaver, as of a rufbing
Wind, and it filled all the Houfe, where they were firting.  And
there appeared unto them cloven Tongues like as of Fire, and it fat
upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, dre.
A&s i, 2. The Suddennefs of the Sound, and the Point of Dire&tion
whence the Spiriz came, were of Ufe to ftrike an Aweupon the Per-
fons prefent, and prepare them with more profound Humility, and
Reverence, 1o receive the Approaches God was making towards them.
And the Refemblance of Wind is of all other moft familiar in Scri
wure, to figure the Spirit of God, his Power, and Effects ; becaufe,
as zhas Spiri¢ is itfelf invifible, (unlefs the Place before us may be
look’d upon as an Exception) wonderful and unaccountable in its
Manner of working, fo is the Wind, yet in its Force and Efficacy
notorious and undeniable. And the lixe Propriety our learned Di-
vines have obferv’d in the Emblem of cloven Tongues fisting om the
Heads of the Difciples in a bright Refemblance of Fire. The Tongue,
((3 they) may denote the Readinefs and Aptne(s of cheir Expreffions
and Arguments ; the Clefes in them, the Diverfity of Languages they
were to {peak 3 and poflibly rbe firing of thofe Tongues upon them
might {ignify the Permanency of this Gift; that it was not to vanith
immediately, but allow’d to contnue, and by their Miniftry to be
diffus’d and communicated to others, (o long as the Neceffities ‘?f

the
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When mighty Whirlwinds fhook the trembling

Ground,
And cloven Tongues of Fire appear’d around ;
395. That bick’ring fate on each Difciple’s Head,
And thro’> the Dome amazing Luftre fpread.

For as the Son Omnipotent of Ged

Promis’d, returning to his high Abode,
That
ANNOTATIONS.

the Church, and Propagation of the Chriftian Faith fhould require it.,
And ceraainly Fire was a fit Refemblance of the Light thefe Difciples
receiv’d by the Accefion of the Holy Spiriz: of the clear, unerring
Knowledge they attain'd of all Things, that it concerned Perfons in
their high Charaéter and Truft to underftand ; and of that Zeal and
fearlefs Courage which fpread itfelf into their Hearts, and kindled
fuch a vital and vigorous Heat therein, as was never afterwards to be
extinguithed,

¥, 397. For as the Som Omnipotent )

Our blefied Saviour being about to afcend into Heaven, in order to
take Pofleflion of his mediatorial Kingdom, fupports the drooping
Spirits of his Difciples with a Promife that he would fend a Comfor-
ter to them,

(Rui pro [ in terris fua deinceps munera obiret,
who, as himfclf had done, while prefent with them, fhould protett
and affift them with Almighty Power, and enlighten their Minds with
his. infinite Wifdom and Knowledge, Jobn xvi. 33. xiv. 16, Lule
xxiv, 22,

Wherefore fays Milton, Jib. xii.

But from Heav'n

He to his own a Comforter will fend,

The Promife of the Father, who fhall dwell

His Spirit within them : and the Law of Faith
Working thro” Love, upon their Hearts fhall write,
To guide them in all Truth ¢+ ——
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That thou fhould’ft come from thy eternal Seat
400. In Title of the glorious Paraclete 5

To lift ys from the Shades of Death and Night

To all the Joys of Lifc and Heav’nly Light 5

So cam’ft thou, facred Pow’r, when lo! thy Fires

Reviv’d each drooping Heart with new Defires.
405. Forth from their Cells thy chofer come ; where late

They tim’rous skulk’d, to mourn their Leader’s

Fate,
And

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 399. That thou fhould} come)

But as to this Defcent of the Holy Ghoff, we are taught, not to ap-
prehend any local Mation or Mutadon of Place ; for fince, (as we
before prov’d) the Holy Ghoft is a divine Perfon, and confequenty
cvery where prefent, he cannot properly be faid to remove, or to
come and go from one Place 10 another 5 for this would deftroy his
Ommiprefence 3 and therefore this Defcent muft be interpreted only of
the efficacious Prefence of that bleffed Spirit, or rather of the Difco-
very and Manifeftation of that Prefence by fome ftrange Effeéts, and
uncommon Operations. Stackhoufe, p. 765.

V. 400, In Title of the glorious Paraclete)

The Name of Paraclete (which I have here ufed as confonant to
Scripture) is common to both the Sez and the Holy Ghoff, danww
wagduan]or Aeces Vpiy, TeTisw, dAov & tué, as St. Chryjoflom
interprets Jobn xiv. 16.  And tho’ when -it relates to the Holy Gioft,
‘tis tranflated always the Comforser 5 and when to Chriff, ’tis ren-
der’d Advocaze, yet the Notion of it is the fame, and confifts in the
Office of Interceflion : Asamong the Gree s, the wagdxantor were
fuch who did not plead or maintain the Caufe, bur did only affit
with their Prefence, intreating and interceding by way of Petition
to the Judges ; fuch as were Friends of the Reus, or Perfon accufed,
and cail'd By him to his Affiftance, and interceding for him ; and
in both thc?%: Refpeéts were called magdxantor.
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And now embolden’d Acclantations raife,
And fpeak in more than human Sounds thy Praife ;
No Words fo cramp, no Language fo remote,
410. But ftrange ! their Voice istun’d to ev’ry Note,
To ev’ry Foreigner they fuit the Tone
Of various Tongues, and greet him in his own.
P Thus

ANNoTATIONS,
V. 40%. No Weids fo cramp)

Mira fonant : «arias lingsis, longeque remotas
Inter fe gentes imitantur munere Vocis.

No more let the Fabulifts boaft of their Dodonean Oracles, in that
they anfwer’d the People that confulted them from all. Nations in
their own proper Tongue. Nor Philoftratus tell us that dpollomius
Tyaneus, without any Inftru@tion, <ould fpeak all Languages, A
more furprizing Story have we here, a Matter of Fa&, done pub- .
lickly in the Sight of all People 5 Multitudes from all Nations being
at that Time gathered together at Ferufalem to celebrate the Feaft of
Pentecoft, who were Eye and Ear Witneffes of it, and were con-
verted ; I mean the wonderful Gift of Tongues, with which the Apo-
JHes were then infpir'd : For the Holy Gioff, upon his miraculous
Defcent, (as before defcribed) did in an Inftant infufe into them the
Habit of {peaking feveral Languages 5 infomuch that without any
Rules or previous Inftruétion, they were heard to fpeak (to the great
Aftonifament of their Hearers) in the fifteen feveral Tongues of fif-
teen feveral Nations, 4%s ii. 4. Aad tho’ it was not long before
they were difperfed abroad in the World, and fome of them into re-
mote Countries, (whofe Names perhaps they had never heard beforc)
yet where.ever they came they were inftantly infpir'd with the Lane
guage of the Country, and fpake it as freely, as if it had been theic
Mother-Tongue. .

The Spirit fhall them with wond'rous Gifts endue,

To fpeak all Tongues, and do all Miracles

As dis their Lord before them, Thus they win

Great Numbers of each Nation, to receive

With Joy the Tidings brought from Heav'n. Mg L. 12,
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Thus they, who late in queft of honeft Gain,
. .- Captiv’d the finpy Tenants of the Main, 1/

_ d ongaen Svabudrs o Simple
; ANNOTATIONS . 1% 1,0 oih
V., 413, Thus they, who late) LR :

Had the Apoftles had any. worldly Advantagesté recémmend them,
or had been fupported by any human Power, we fhould not have
Ygen fp much furpriz’d ‘at the Greatnefs of their Succefs ; for In-
ftance, we do not wonder that Paganifin found a Time for its Efta-
blithment, being advanc'd by, Men of Undesftanding, and greac Lear-
ning In Egypt by Mercurius Trifmegiftes, a Man of confummate
Skill in the Mathematicks, and other Sciences. s.in Ghaldes by Zadri,
one of profound Knowledge in Aftronomy ; in Greece by Crpheus, a
Man Ofyéreat Genius, and an cxcellent Poet 3 in'the ndies by very
learned Philofophers, cali'd: Gymnofophifis 5 o elfe by Men of Au-
thority, as King Numa among the Romans, Nor can we fo much
wonder that the Religion of Makomet thould fpread iifelf .in the Eap-
en World, it being eftablif'd by the foft Allurements of the co-.
ran on the one Hind, and the fevere Power of the Cyniitar 'on the
other. And I may fay; thap the very firlt Turn of Religion was not
fo marvellous, fince Ser’ and Exoch were confiderable for their Know-
ledge “ac’ that Fime; Abraham was & Prince, and Mofes was skill'd
in'all the Wifdom of Egypf.  Among the Prophers too we cannot but
allow fome Advantage to the Dignity. of Dawid, the Eloquence of
Ifhinh, the Politenefs of Duiel, and the exalted Spirit of Ezekiel 2
In all thefe Inftances therefore, the human Means are (0o vifible, not,
to°claim a Part of the Glory ; there being, all that can be ask’d ac-
cording to the Maxims of Fleflt and Blood, wiz. Power and Know-
ledJé, the Camp and the ‘School ; all thae could infinuate itfelf injo
the Minds of ‘the ‘Great, ‘and all that could compel and force the
weak; “ But it was not {0 with the fiift Preachiers of the Gofpel, they
were paor, illiierate; and friendlefs, moft of them Fithermen, and
the beft qualified among *em was a Tent-maker ; yet thefe are they
who wete prompied 10 eftablith a new Religion, and to bring all-
Men to'the Knowledue of tlie Truth 5 and cheit Succefls hercin was:
undeniably great and notorious : the happy Effe@ts of which (ble-
fed be God) we at this-Day enjoy.; fo.that. we cannot but conclude
with St. Faul, Tkat the Excellency of the Power asas of God, and
not of Mam, 3 Cor, iVe 7.

I3 0N -
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415. Simple 4nd rude, now ev’ry Street alarm,
And with fweet Words their greedy Hearers
charm :
With their Intrufion ev’ry Palace rings,
Maugre the Ediéts or Command of Kings.
Twice Six were of the Band, who by thine Aid
420. The joyful Trophies thro’ the World convey’d
P2 of

ANNOTATIONS
V. 415, Now ev’ry Street alarm')

_ Oh'! the Power and Efficacy of the Holy Ghoff, which from this
Time 0 animated the Apoftles and firft Difciples of Chriff ! that
poor, and ignorant, and umorous as they were beforé, we now hear
no more of any of them trembling at the Charge of belonging to
Fefus, and being aftham’d of the Name of Gzlilean, .no more af-
fembling privately for Fear of the Fews, but puting themfelves for-
ward, induftrioufly preaching, and working Miracles boldly in the
Temple, in Synagogues, in the Streets; declaring that they muft and
would fpeak, what they had feen and keard, for the Sake of Truth,
and the Honour of their Lord and Mafter, Fefus Chrift.

V. 419, Twice Six were of the Band, wko)

We learn from the ancient Records of Chriftianity, that not only
the Twelve Apoftles, but many other Difciples made it the exprefs
Bufinefsof their Lives to travel into the remoteft Parts of the World,
and in all Places gathéring Multitudes about them, they acquaiited
them with the Hiftory and Dodrine of their crucify’d Mafler. But,
(as Mv. Addifon oblerves) were all Chriffian Records of thefe Pro-
ceedings loft, (as many have been,) yet'the Effe& plainly evinces the
Truth of them ; for how clfe, during the Apaftles Lives, could Chri-
ftianity have fpread irfelt with fuch an amazing Progrefs through the
feveral Nations of the Roman Empive . How could it fly like Lighe-
ping, and carry Conyi€tion with 1t, from one End of the Earth 19
the other 3 J



212 To G O D

Of him, who dy’d, and rofe again, to fave
Expetting Mortals from the gloomy Grave.

Hence in their Paths, tho’ dang’rous, others
trod,
And feal’d their glorious Tenets with their Blood.

425. Thus
ANNOTATIONS.

V. 4>3. Hence in their Paths, )

Suffering and Martyrdom are not, ’tis true, an infallible Sign of
the Truth of thofe Maxims which the Sufferer hath efpoufed ; and
*is poffible, a Man may voluntarily fuffer for a falfe Doétrine : And
fome we know have f{ﬁ‘er'd 5 yet Martyrdom is a cerain Proof of
the Perfuafion and Siucerity of him that fuffers, s indeed the ftrong-
eft Proof that can be given. For a Man may eafily miftake a Falfe-
hood for Tuuth, and be fo far bigotted as 1o fuffer any Evil for the
Sake of his darling Opinion 5 but "tis incredible to think, that Num-
bers, or any one Pcr{}c)m, would fuffer the fevereft Tortures in De-
fence of a Falfity, which they know in their own Confciences to be
fuch, 'Tis therefore inconceivable, how fo many tende: Virgins, and
delicate Matrons, and aged Bifhops, among the fisft Chriftians, could
have endured thofe long and dolorous Martyrdoms, (as they many
Times did) without a Sigh or Groan ; could have fung in the Flames,
and fmil'd upon Racks, and trinmph’d upon Wheels and Cataftaes,
infenfible of Pain, and Strangers, as it were, to their own Bodies ;
had they not been confcious of the Truth for which they fuffer'd ; and
had they not been fupported in all their Sufferings by 2 divine invi.
fible Hand, and refrefh’d with firong Confolasions, as not only aba-
ted, but even quite excinguifn’d, what ac other Times they feel, as
Milzon fays, L. xii.

They weie arm’d

With fpiritual Armour, able 1o refift
Satan’s Affauls, and quench bis fiery Darts
What Man can do azainft them, not aftaid,
Tho" to the Death ; againft fuch Cruelties,
With inward Confolations recompens'd ;
And oft fupported fo, as to amaze

¥ Their proudeft Perfecutors, s
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425. Thus various Nations of the World became
The fame in Morals, and in Faith the fame ;
The fame their Laws, while all obedient prove
To the fame Diates of celeftial Love.

Thy Heav’n-born Love the favage Heart re-
ftrains,

430. And binds the Paffions in coercive Chains.
How wretched is the Family, or State,
Urg’d by Almighty Heav’ns unmeafur’d Hate,
That wants thy Influence to footh their Care,
And turn afide the Iron Face of War !

435. For thou no fooner fpread’ft thy healing Wings,

. But the big Hearts of fierce embattled Kings

Are foften’d into Love : the fervile Crowd
Now fheath their Swords, and thirft np more for

Blood.
P3 Fell

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 429: Téj Heaw'n-born Leve)

Héc homines tu pace ligas,

Such Wonders can this mighty Love perform,

Vultures to Doves, Wolves into Lambs transform.

This Love, the Centre of our Union, can

Alone beftow complete Repofe on Man s

Tame his wild Appetite, make inward Peace, v
And foreign Strife among the Nations ceafc, Waller,,
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Fell Difcord flies with all her hideous Train,
440. And fruitful Plenty crowns the peaceful Reign.

Faithful Societies by thee are form®d,

And ev’ry Breaft with mutual Ardor warm’d ;

Thus Nations are in folemn Leagues ally’d,

¢ And the fond Bridegroom meets the longing

Bride.

445. Whether we think, oraét a virtuous Deed,
*Tis thy peculiar-Care that we fucceed ;
If firft in fuppliant Pofture we implore

Thine Aid divine, and tutelary Pow’r :
Then

ANNOTATIONS.

7. 4474 If firft in fupplians Poffare )
Nec quicquan: ordimur niff novsine rité wocato
Ante tuo,

So Horace, 1. iv. on. od. 13.
Rite Deos prius apprecati.
€

"AzoreamdpsyC- uiy sdlds dvdyerar, pi Svsas Tois Osole, %)
waparartsas auris Coulfigs, Arre Epict, L iii. ¢, 31.

And ’ds obfervable, that Homer throughout bis whole - Poem, be.
fore cvery important Enterprize, recommends a Prayer to fonie God
or other ; becaufe /. ix. v, 494.
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Theri“art thou pleas’d with’ folemn  Pray’r ad-
drefs’d,

450, To drive falfe Joys from the tranfported Breaft ;
And with thy fev’n-fold Gifts enrich the Mind,
Pure, from th(; gro'fs Allay of Sin refin’d :

That we, exalted from this mean Abode,

May traverfe the Empyreal Courts of God.

455. Thouart the genial Rain that kindly pours
Down from the balmy Skies in golden Show’rs,
At Morn and Ev’ning, to refreth the Soul,
And with foft Dews our thirfty Rage controul.
128y ) Thy
ANNoTATIONS.

The Gods, (the only great, and only wife,)

Are mov’d by Off'rings, Vows, and Sacrifice 5
Offending Man their high Compaffion wins,

Aad daily Pray’rs attone for daily Sins, Pope.

Wherefore fays Pliny, Bene ac fapienter majores noftri inftitué
runt ut rerum agendarum ita dicendi initium a precationibus capere ;
quod nihil rit¢, nihilque providenter homines fine Deorum immor~
twlium ope, confilio, honore aufpicarentur. Paneg. Trajan,

‘To which lec me add, that upon our Chriftian Scheme, we are
auided in our Prayers and ated in our Devotions by the Holy Spi.
iz : For whereas we know wos what we fhould pray for as we
ought, the Spirit itfelf makesh Interceffion forus,with greaxing which
canno: be ntzer'd, and be that fearcheth the Hearss, knoweth what is
the Mind of the Spirit, becaufe he maketh Interceffion for the Saints
according to the Will of God : And this is the Confidence that we
have in bim, thas if we ask any thing according 50 bis Willy be hear-
eth us, Zach. xii, 10, Rom, viii, 26, 1 Jobn v. 14
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Thy Light, when anxious Doubt torments the
Breaft,
460. And frights the bufy flutt’ring Thoughts from
Reft,
Difpels the Clouds, and chearing our Defpair,
Prefents the Object, beautiful and fair.
Nor wilt thou leave us deftitute of Hope,
‘When with conflicting Cares our Senfes droop.
465. Thy

ANNOTATIONS.
V. 459. Thy Sight, when anxious Doubt )

We have before obferved, that one Office and Gift of the Holy
Spiriz is to enlighten our Minds, that we may fee the great Myfteries
of Chriftianity, and underftand our Duty aright : And the Excellency
of this our Heavenly Teacheris, that he not only rémoves thole falfe
Notions and Perfuafions, which'predude Conviétion, and thofe unru-
ly Paffions and Affections, which darken and difquiet the Mind, but
opens (as it were) the Eyes of the Soul to let in the glorious Light
of the Gofpel, and by it to difcern the true Nawre of divine Ob-
je@s : Wherefore the Subftance of the Apoftle’s Prayer for the Ephe-
fians is, that the God of our Lord FJefus Chrift might give unto them
the Spirit of Wifdem and Revelation in the Knowledze of him : and
tha: the Eyes of sheir Underflanding being enlighten'd, they might
know avbas is she Hope of kis Calling, and wwhatr tie Riches of the
Glory of kis Inkeritance in the Sainss, Ephef. i. 17,

V. 463, Nor awils thou leave us )

We do not doubt buc that many good Men have frequentdy ex-
perienced thefe divine Comforss of the Holy Ghoff, fometimies upon
their undertaking an heroic Work of Piety and Virtue ; fometimes in
their Confliét with great Trials and Temprations ; fometimes under
the Preflire of mighty Sorrows and Afli®ions, and many times, ('tis
to be hop'd) ar the momentous Hour and Extremities of Death :
¥or this was the Promife, which our Sawiour (as we before obferv’d)
gave to his Dilciples, faying, F wili pray the Father, and be (hall

give
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465, Thy Prefence fcatters the illufive Train
Of goblin Fears, that crowd the fickly Brain :
New Joys fucceed, our pious Toil to crown,
And make the Spring of Life run fweetly down.
Tho’ ev’ry Place fome frightful Image bears

470. Of inftant Danger, and grim Death appears 5
Still are we fafe, andftrengthen’d by thy Pow’r,
Drive thro’ the Storm, and make the peaceful

Shore.

All hail ! thou Joy of Man, his Peace, and
Reft!

Incite with zealous Ardour ev’ry Breaft :

475. If ever Mortals cow’d fuch Honour claim,
And were indulg’d thy Love infpiring Flame;
Oh! kindle now their Hearts with ftrong Defires,
And melt them into Love with all thy Fires ;
For they are dark, and delug’d in a Flood

480, Of fatal Ignorance, forget their God.

But

ANNOTATIONS.

give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
for ke duwelleth with you, and fhall be in you. Let me conclude
therefore with that earneft Prayer which the Apoftle makes to God
for his Chrittian Remans, That he would fill us wish all Foy and
Peace in believing, that we may abound in Hope, through the Poser
of rhe Holy Gioff. Amen.
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But do thou lift them from the Shades of Night,
That joyful they may view thy glorious Light ;
And born upon the Wings of guick’ning Love,
Afpire to Heav’n, and Joys prepar’d above.

*

485. So will we tune to thee our grateful Lays,
And fing inceffantly thy wond’rous Praifc.

" CoME,
ANNOTATIONS.

* The Lines which I have bere omitted have been long fince out
of Date ; neither can the Doctrine* therein deliver'd, be thought a-
greeable to the good Natute and Mecknefs of a true Chriftian Spiriz :
However, to make my Author as perfe@t as I can, 1 fhall tranflate
them, mot without an Qbfervation or two from Laf.intius, Lv. c.12.

Precipué tamen ebfiurd calizine merfa,
Que fanitum everfis Germania numen ab aris
Expulit, & calum feeleratis provecat armis, &c.

In horrid Dar'inefs funk Germania lies,
Spurns thee her God, and from thine Altar flies 5
But do thou purge her with thy Heav’nly Flame,
That fhe with Rome may think and a& the fame.
Shou’d fhe, refolv’d to be for ever blind,
Still urge the Follies of a ftubborn Mind 5
Raife thou fome noble Prince 5 his Breaft infpire
With ardent Zeal, and moft heroic Fire;
That he the Force of Error may controul,

1 Provok’d, with Fire and Sword, to ftorm the Soul.

1 Provok'd <with Fire and Sunrd )
Ae ferro laté ferpentem excindere peflem.
Virgil
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CoME, HoLy SpPIRI T a,_hdgui- Soulsinfpire,
488. Thou Love Omnipotent, celeftial Fire I
ANNOTATIONS, \

But if in us £ill fome infetious Stain,
Or Spot of Heart corroding Guilt remain 5
If our once boafted Piety be fled, e
‘That round the World-unrival’d Hosour fpread 3
Oh ! let thy facred Light with piercing Ray,
Scatter the fullen Clouds, and give us Day ;
From

Virgil indeed {peaking of thefe, fays,

Continué ferro culpam compefie, prinfquam
Dira per incautum [erpant contagia vulgus, Georg. iii, 468.

Delay not, kill th’ infeéted, e’er on all
Th* unwary Flock the dire Contagion fall.
, Dr. Trapp.

But, Defendenda eft Religio non occidendo, fed monendo
non fevitid, fed patientid 5 nom Teelere, fed' fide, Illa enim male-
rum funt, hec bomorum : et neceffe effy bomum in Religione werfari,
non malum. Nam fi fanguine, fi tormentis, fi malo veligionem welis
defendere, jam non defendetur illa, fed polluetur, arque wiolabitur,
Nibil eft enim tam voluntariym, quam Religio : In qué i animus
[acrificantis avverfus eft, jam fublata, jom nulla ¢ff.

Religion is to be defended not by Slaughter, but Admoni-
tion s not by Cruelty, but Parience and Long-Suffering ; nor by
Wickednefs, but by Faith : For thefe are bad Meafures, thofe are
good ; and of Neceflity Religion muft be concerned with the good,
and not with the bad. Befides, if by Blood, by Torwiwes, by
Wrongs, you would defend Religion, you do notfodefend it, but vio-
late and pollute it. For Nothing is fo voluntary as Religion ; and
when the Prayer of the Supplicant comes not from his Heart, or the
Manner of Worfhip-is not agreeable to his Will, they lofe their
Religion, i e. they cannot come under the Name of Virtue, or be
term’'d Aéts of Religious Worthip,
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From thy bright Glorics let one Spark be hwl'd,

That with enliv’ning Flames may fire the World,
* Bue firft on this thy Council we implore,

Thy gracious Aid, and reconciling Pow'r;

Tha different Nations in one Heart may join,

Hold the fame Tenets, and with us combine,

To give new Life to the long filenc'd Laws,

And ftrenuoufly maintain the Common Caufe.

* But firf} on this thy Council )

The pretended Council of Tremz, held 4pril 8, Anne Dom.
1546,

The End of the Third Hymn of Vibpa,
70 GOD 5 HOLY GHOST,







Fos tantum beatos efle affirmat, qui cete-
ris omnibus reli@is Chrifto adhaerent.

UQUSQUE  wana lomnia
Q{Fal_ftg@yg imagines,
(0] mh’f amare pergitis 2 '
Non forma vincens, Nirea,
Non dives ufis purpure,
Non mens peragrans Sidera,
Campofque latos acris,
Marifque Terrafgue infimas
Reddunt Bentos! Unica '
Felicitatis eft via
Jefus benignus. - Ille deferens
Amore naftri calitum
Sedes beatas, pertulit
. Famam, [itimque, vulnera,
Mortemque diram. Neminem
Fastidit ille 5 perditos,
Egros, malorum pondere
Preffos, juvare diligit.
Non



The Love of Curist prefera&le to all
Tblﬂg.f. gt

Is* o
H OW Long fhall we perfie

Mere Shadows, Trifles, - Toys ?
How long fhall we delight

In vain delufive Joys ?

11,

Not all the Charms of Face,
That might with Nireus vie,
Nor Wealth, nor fcepter’d Pride,

Nor Robes of Tyrian Die,

111
Nor bufy Minds, that rove
Thro’ all the ftarry plain,
And to Earth’s Centre dive,
Compleat the happy Man,

V.
To Happinefs the Way

Thro® Fefus only lies :
For






















































DIVINE POEMS.

Great is TruU T Hy, and mighty above

all Things.

1 EsprAs. il

When Meres thus began: - - --
----- Delicious ' Wine,
Exert thy Pow’r, and Viéory is-thine;
Thy Pow’r, that fcorns to ftoop to fervile Fear,
Breaks thro’ Law-Cobwebs, and delights to err.
1t binds the Senfes in a flumbrous Chain, ‘
And fweetly blunts the Poignancy of Pain ;
To the poor Orphan, and the Debtor kind,
To that a2 Father, and to this a Friend 3
R ' Nor
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Nor envy they the Fortune of the Great,
Scarce happier he, who fills the Royal Seat ;.
“Thanks to the fprightly Cup, whofe ufcious Draught
Drowns ev’ry Sorrow, ev’ry anxious Thought!
It mounts the Peafant to his fancied Thrne, (7]
And fwells him with ftrong Paffions not his own ;
"It makes the modeft rear a boaftful Noife,.
And as foon filenceth the Proud of Voice :
Cowards will fight when fumy Wine infpires
Their daftard Souls with animating Fires :
Nor can a Senfe of Love, or Duty bind,
The furious Sallies of the guidelefs Mind ; W
They fimite ‘their Friends, not knowing whom |.they
{mite, Y, i
Nor dream at fober Morn the Guilt of Night.
Such is the Strength of ##ipé. == - -
" === He bow’d his Head ;
When Tatmeirofe, and thus refpectful faid :

Princes,’ can we behold and not admire,
T he nervous Strength of Man, and aétive Fire
Who ravages the World withoxit Confroul,
And fluth’d with Congquett flies from Pole to Pole ?
Yet
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Yet mighty as they are,’ and great of Nante,
Superior Pow?rs fupetior Honours claim :
Such is the King, at whofe miajeftic Nod
Whole Nations ttembling own an'earthly God.
Does he delight in' War'?' fraight load Alarms
Roufe ev’ry Brealt s | 7o Arms, theyery, To Armss
Devoid of Feit, ‘they crowd the Liftéd Plain,
And féon the Battle bléeds in ev’ry Vein 't
The Strength of Art atid Natare, (Rampiets, Wall},
And decp-fang’d Mountains) to their Fury falls: -
They conquer, and are conquer’d ; but the Spoil,
And dear-bought Profits of the Soldier’s Toil,
Before their honour?d Prince are humbly ' laid,
Themfelves they think in Wounds and Scars well paid.
For him the Husbandman with fieaty Brow
Suftains the gainful Labours of the Plough, A
And gratefully to himi for home-fpun’ Chear '
Repuays the Harveft of the bounteous Year.
Yet is the King but Ma# ; nor more thah one,
Tho® Life and Death wait menial roind his Throrie 3
Tho’ Slaughter gluts herfelf at his Command,
And ghaftly Havock defolates the Land 3

R 2 And
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And foon new Palaces, new Cities -rife,

And ftately Forefts thoot into, the Skies,

While he by Day enjoysthe genial Feaft,

At Night the pleafing Sweets of balmy Reft,

Safe in a watchful Guard, but fafer, far,

When Love increafeth ev’ry Subject’s Care,

Who all theirArt, and ev’ry Nerve employ,

To ferve their Prince, and give };im beundlefs Joy,
And what can boaft a more extenfive Sway,. .

Than the great King, whom Nations thus obey:?

Zorobabel now rofe with modeft Look,

And graceful won his Audiencé €’er he fpoke :

In vain(fays he) the Strength of #ine ye boift,
Or feepter’d Grandeur, or the warlike Hoft 5
All, all muft yield, if I but but Z#7eman name ;
( Oh! may my Words flow charming as my Theme!)
For Kings in fplendid Majefty enthron’d,
And Heroes, with immortal Honours crown’d,
From Woeman fprung ; to Weman’s tender Care

All owe a Debt, who breathe the living Air :
She
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She rais’d them all from the dark Womb of Night,
Nor e’er wig}ioﬁf her had they feen the Light ;
Not he, whofe Labour bids the Vintage flow
With gen’rous Wines, to chear the Sons of Woe 3
Not he, who fhines, moft glorious to behold !

In Robes of various Dies, and labour’d Gold,
Her curious Work, that emulates the Sun,

And givesa double Luftre to the Throne.

Dull, and infipid wou’d all Tranfports prove,
Were they not fweeten’d with a oman’s Love.
When drefs’d inev’ry Grace, and ev’ry Charm,
‘What Heart fo cold, fo dead the cannot warm ?
Gold, Silver, Jewels are to Beauty paid,

When Love commands ; for Love will be obey’d 5
Such Toys and Trifles caft but feeble Rays,

To thofe that lighten from a beauteous Face :
On this we gape, and feaft our fond Defire,

Till our ecftatic Souls are fet on Fire ;

Nor can our Parents, Friends, or Country part
The deareft Object of the Love-fick Heart :

R 3 Thefe
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"Thefe fhall be all forfeok to fpend a Life
In the fweet Converfe of a faithful szc 5
Her's are the Fruits of -all our endlefs Toil,
And happy we, if all can gain 3 Smile,

In Love Man centers ev'ry Thought and Care,
Turns Robber, Thief, or Pirate for the Fair,
Fears not to brave the Perils of i:hc'Seg,. .

To face a Lion in his deathful Way,

Or tempt the Horrors of the formy Skies,

When fome i}rlpcrious Damfel claims the Prize,

Love’s fweet Enchantraents ftrike the Reafon blind,
And taint with Madnefs the reo thoughtful Mind,

To what ftrange Frenzy are fome Wrerches driv’n,,
That mouthe with thund’ring Raats at partial Héav'n .
Others fit fighing out the lingring Hour,

And vanifhing to Ghofts are never pitied more,

*Tis true, whole Nations trembling at the Nod
Of our great Prince confefs the prefent God 3
But we have feen Apame, charming Fair,
Look down on Majefty with fcornful Air ;
Who,
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Who, lefs than Wife; and furely fomewhat more,
Sate on the King’s Right Hand with' Lofdly Pow'r,
And taking from his Reyal Head the Crown,
She with the borrow’d Honours grac’d her own.
And cow’d fhe moére? (T fpeak with rev’rénd Awe )
We faw her ftrike,” yet fcarce could think we faw;
Themafius’ Daughter of ignoble Blood,
With her Left-Hand did firike the Monarch-God,
Still, ftill he gaz’d, and with obedient Look,
And Heart all Love, ¢njoy’d the daring Stroke.
A Smile frotn dear Apan is worth a Throne,
But worfe than Death attends her angry Frow,
With fupple Flattery” he feeks his Peace,
And puts all Shapes of Folly on to pleafe.

So great is Woman’s Pow'r. - - - ,

He faid ; and Whifpers of deferv’d Applaufe,
And gentle Murmurs fillI’d the decent Paufe,
Till he refum’d his Song. - - - ~-
- --- So great her Pow’r,
That foon alas! muft fet, to rife no more.
But view the Fabric of this fpacious Earth,
And, deepin Thought, call all its Wonders forth 5
R 4 View
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View the Expanfion of the ftarry Sky,

And fay, how vaft is that ! and this how high !

If Thought canfly fo {wift, conceive the Sun,
Inendlefs Circles ever journeying onj;

While round the Heav’ns and Earth he {peeds away,
And to both Worlds remeafures out the Day.

Hence learn how greatis T7uth, moft glorious Theme'!
¢¢ The Caufe of Caufes, Pow’r of Pow’rs {upreme 3 -
Who form’d this Earth, and the Expanfe above,
And fix’d the Laws of their harmonious Love.

All Regions of the Earth proclaim her Praife,

And Heav’n extols her with Serapbic Lays ;

The whole Creation trembles at her Name ;

And all h:r Works eternal Honours claim,

What a dire Troop of finful Follies {pring
From thoughtlefs Wine ? oft guilty is the King ;
And Vomen fometimes err 3 thus foon or late,
The Sons of Men ftill labour out their Fate,
The certain Fate, that waits ’em from the Womb
Thro’ ev’ry Stage to the inaétive Tomb:

But Truth, Almighty Truth, is ever young,

Ever vittorious, as for ever ftrong ;
Not
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Not to be brib’d by Wealth, nor aw’d by Pow’r
To rack the Orphan, or the Poor devour ;

To deck a Knave with fome high-honour’d Name,
While friendlefs Virtue grieves her baffled Claim :
But ever juft, and righteous are her Ways,

And tho’ few follow her, yet all muft praife.

Blefs’d be the God of Truth! whofe potent Reign,
The Glory of all Ages fhall remain, )
Their Strength, and Pow’r, apd Majefty confefs’d 5
Blefi'd be the God of Truth, for ever blef'd.

He faid ; - - - the King himfelf the Speaker crown’d,
And the glad People fhouted all around.

¢ Great God of Truth, moft mighty is thy Pow’r,
s¢ Let Heav’n and Earth thy Sov’reignty adore.

On
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W HERE fhall an unexperienc’d Mufe begin,
¥ To trace the thoufand fécret Paths of Siw #
How paint her ftrange Variety of Drefs,

And all her guileful ‘Stratagems exprefs,

Each foft Delufion, ev’ry fubtle Arr,

To charm the Ear, or captivate the Heart ;

While fhe fits watching ev’ry idle Hour,

And with our wanton Thoughts improves her

Pow’r ?

For fome fhe tries the Mufic of her Tongue,
In Sounds far fweeter than the Syren’s Song ;
Refiftlefs this 5 but when fhe adds the Charms
Of Beauty, Oh! how forcibly fhe warms !
Reafon fubmits, and knows not to controul
The darling Paffion of the raptur'd Soul.
Soon
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Soon falls the Wretch to Sin an eafy Prey,
And Shame confounds, or Sicknefs ends his Day.

But if Circean Arts too fecble prove,
She doubts not the Intrigue of am’rous Fove:
When (as your Poets fay) a Golden Rain
He dropt in Danae’s Lap, nor dropt in vain.
Dire Thirft of Gold !-what Magic in thee lies,
That breaks thro’ Honour, Friendthip, Nature’s Ties?
No A& fo vile, but thy perfuafive Pow’r,
Tempting with Semblanée fair, can glofs it o’er:
No A& fo impious, but the daring Hand
Will perpetrate, when urg’d by thy Command.
Thou Bawd to Sin ! chief Inftrument to wound

The Peace of Man, and fcatter Death around.

But all fubmit not to the Pow’r of Gold,
It feldom tempts the gen’rous, brave, and bold.
“Yet Si~, her willing Vot’ries to engage,
Still ev’ry Humour fuits,” and ev’ry Age 3
And thefe to charm, difplays a pornpous View,
Titles, and Crowns, a countegfeited Shew !

Ambition
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Ambition ruthes on with headﬂ:rohg Force,
No Curb can check the Fury of its Courfe 3
No Laws, or human or divine, reftrain
The frantic Paflion, fond Defire, toreign s
Till it o’erleaps itfelf, and falls full low,
From vifionary Joys to real Woe :

As once from Heav’n ufurping Angels fell,
And by their mad Ambition founded Hell.

Thus Si~ with Wealth and Pleafure oft deceives,
And oft with Pow'r the free-born Mind enflaves,
When Care we want, and Condutt to improve,
With modeft Art thefe Bleffings from above ;

But fly betimes, fond Youth, her treach’rous Wiles,
And with Difdain return her Harlot Smiles ;

Fair tho’ they feem, fell Poifon lurks beneath 3
Her Service all is Drudgery, her Wages Death.

On



Divine PO E M S. 253

BeREke e SR SR e de tee
On REPENTANCE.

°T IS afad painful living Death he dies,

Who from his God, his Giuar‘di'anﬂ, ‘faithlefs
flies, : '

And vainly hopes in Sin’s foft Arms to find

Joys, that will fatiate his luxurious Mind.

Miftaken Wretch, a Tide of bitter Woes

Sudden pours in, and the fick Heart o’erflows.

Can Riches fave him ? or c;n Galer’s Arf,

With fome kind (')piatc lull the ragix{g Smart ?

No 5 ever-wakeful Guilt il racks-thc Sight

With ghaftly Goblin Shapes, dread Sons of Night 3

Nor all Peru can bribe the Powr’s above,

Or the dire Inmate of the Soul remove.

But hear the Propber’s Voice, a Voice from Heav’n,

‘That cries, Repent, your Sins fball be Sforg#n.

Has then Repentance fuch a mighty Charm,
To ftay the Thunderer’s uplified Arm;
T’ arreft
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“I? arreft the flying Bolt, prevent the Blow,
And fmooth the Terrors of his angry Brow ;
To givea Theme for Praife around the Throne,
And glad all Heaven with a new-born Son?
Can it recall the Sinner’s fleeting Breath
From the dread Conﬁnes of cternal Death;
Heal his fick Hcart and plcaﬁngly controul
The various. Pafﬁons of the ftormy Soul ?
Can it refolve thcm into Peace and Love, _
Fit for the Converfe of the Snnts above 5 -
The Faith conﬁrm, the dymg Hopes revive,
With all that M,an can ask, or God can give?
And will you not: repent ? unthmkmﬂ Fool !
To fport thus long w1th an immortal Soul;
To give it up a Prey to fullen Care,
And all the hideous Horrors of Defpair 5
To plunge in an Abyfs of Mifery,
When *twere as eafy to afcend the Sky 3
To urge th’ unmeafur’d Hate of God above,
When *twere as eafy to regain his Love.

*Tis but: t6 bow the ftubborn Knee to Heav'n,
And ask wi th Heart fincére to be forgiv’n;s
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To look with Faith to the Almighty’s Thrane,
And p’léad the Merits of his dying Sox.
So fhall the glor{oug Pam;let@ defcqn@
And from thy Bofom drive the bufie Fiend.
\_thnqﬁ( all thy Fea;s, and anxious Daubts; fhellceafe,
Anii ?v”:y Scene of Life be blcﬁ:wi;;}}.lglgg;v’n]y vPéfce.
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On DEATH.

W H A T means this mad Ambition to be great,
As if the Pomp and Pageantry of State,
Scepters, or Crowns, cou’d ftay the fieeting Breath,
Or free his Captive from the Armsof DeaTn ?
He fmiles, to fee with what induftrious Toil,
Some labour to increafe the Golden Pile;
While others rack the Poor, their Friends betray,
Or fawn upon their Country’s Foe for Pay.
He f{miles, and fhakes a while his Ebon Dart,
Then pierceth fore the fturdy Villain’s Heart.
Where’s now their promis’d Blifs, their hopeful Scheme?
Alas! we know not where 3 *tisall 2 Dream :
Their Gold is fcatter’d, that delufive Truft !
Their Glory wither’d, and themfelves are Duft.
So vain is human Pride, all earthly Pow'r,
And guilty Joys, which frantic Men adore 3
Since DeaTH is inftant, and whene’er he likes,
Call’d, or notcall’d, thegrifly Phantom ftrikes.
But
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But let the confcious Sinner dread the Stroke,

And cow’re beneath the Terror of his Yoke :

Like Fools, who Fortune’s Goddefs-thip maintain,
And bow to th’ Idol of a fickly Brain,

Let them revere the Pow’r themfelves have giv’n 5
For DeaTH was never made by th’ Hand of Heav’n,
But born on Earth, (or he had never been,)

His Father SaTan, and his Mother Sin:

The Righteous know him not, or know his Pow’r,
Long fince deftroy’d by Chriff, their Saviour ;
Who dy’d, and rifing from the vacant Grave
Triumphant, made the Tyrant King his Slave.

To die, -- to fleep, -- yet more; “tis Life niew-born,
To tafte the Sweets of a more glorious Morn 3
A Morn, whofe Beams of beatific Light
Shall cloudlefs fhine, nor ever fet in Night,
But from their living Spring flow, fair and gay,

To glad the Sons of Heav’n with everlafting Day.
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On HEL L.

"HINK not to die, and in the fenfelefs Tomb
Calmly to fleep, isall the Sinner’s Doom,
As if no After-Pains were to be fear’d,

Nor God in Judgment terrible, rever'd.

*Tis not all Cant, or Sounds of empty Air,
That from the warning Pulpit wounds the Ear,
The very Pordof Heav’ns Almighty Lord,
That pierceth deeper than the tawo-edg*d Sword,
Threatens a living Lake of fulph’rous Flame,
Ever to feed upon th’ immortal Frame,
Unable to confume its lafting Prey,
Or grant that with’d-for Blefling, #of fo be.
This is the Sinner’s Hell, and to be driv’n
In endlefs Banithment, from God and Heav’sn ;
‘Where pining Sorrow, vainly-mad Defpair,
With Pains too fhocking, ev’n for Thought to bear,
. Still
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Still urge the Wretch, that on the Torture lies,

Sleeplefs, and ever-dying, never dies.

The Murd’rers here pour forth their hideous Yell 3
Firft Tenants, and the blackeft Band in Hell :
From him who’ a Brother flew in envious Rage,
To all pretending Cato’s of this Age:
Who lavith of a Treafure not their own,
Contrive eternally to be undone 3
From Ills they fly, and momentary Pain,
Poor Cowards as they are! but fly in vain:
Legions of Devils watch the fatal Blow,
And hail the new Companion of their Woe,

Nor can the Traitor hope 2 milder Fate,
Th* Oppreflor, Covetous, or luftful Great,
Mouch lefs the Atheift, (Atheift now no more,
Tho’ he Spinofa were, or Hobbs before,)

Or any of that Crew, whofe daring Rage
Empties its Venom on the facred Page s
Nay, adds to impious Jefts Scurrility : -----
If here I tremble, 77--[ff-n, ’tis for thee,
Still mindlefs that thy God can fill forgive,
And only to Repentance bids thee live.
S 2 An
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An execrable Band of Crimes remain,
That merit Hell, and Hell’s their certain Gain :
But to declare what is, or what has been
The num’rous Progeény of * DeaTH and Siw,
Requiresa God, ormore than human Mind,
Since + Virgil the unequal Task declin’d.

But God in Mercy hath each Sin declar’d,
And Hell affign’d to each, its due Reward:
That hence we might indulge a pious Dread,
And this Life’s flipp’ry Path with Caution tread.
Know then, and fear ; for as he is moft true,

His /7jfdom cannot threaten, what his Pow’r can’t do.

* Vid, Milcon. + Virg. Zn. vi. 625.

Onr
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On HE AV E N.

Eleftial Faith ! lend me thy piercing Eye
To view the Glories of the diftant Sky ;
Faft fix my Mind, preventive Hope, on thefe,
Nor let the Earth with gaudy T'rifles pleafe ;
And, gracious Charity, do thou infpire

My rapt’rous Soul with all-informing Fire.

Now, now I fee, or think I fee th’ Abode
Of perfect Saints, the Paradife of God. - --
‘This is that SaLemM, of fubftantial Mould,
Whofe Walls are Diamond, and whofe Streets are Gold,
Whofe Day is not illumin’d with the Sun,
Nor Night is guided by the changeful Moon 3
Nor bufy Day, nor filent Night are here,
Nor reftlefs Seafons fill the circling Year :
But God, the Spring of Light, pours from the Throne
His Radiant Glory, ever conftant, ever one.

S 3 No
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No dull-ey’d Melancholy, or mad Defpair,

Pale Sicknefs, meagre Want, or gloomy Care 3

No jealous Envy, or revengeful Hate,

Can pafs the fev’n-fold Adamantine Gate 3

Nor Death, who Thoufands to thefe Realms of Blifs
Daily conveys, can get himfelf Accefs :

But all is Harmony, and Love and Joy,

And Sweets that ever fatiate, never cloy,

Where Life, a Shadow, or a Dream before,

Now reigns with real and immortal Pow’r.

Here flaming Serapbim inceffant fing-
The wondrous Praife of their Almighty King ;
And all th’ Angelic Hoft in folemn Strains
Fill with Devotion the Empyreal Plains ;
Patriarchs, who Virtue’s facred Paths firft trod,
And raught the Infant World to know their God ;
Prophets, whofe myftic Oraclesof Old,
Our fuffering, dying Saviour Chrift foretold ;
And holy® Apoftles, who confirm’d their Lord,
And far thro’ diftant Nations {pread his Word 3
Martyrs, who Heathen Cr;uelty defy’d,

And for Truth’s Sake with ftubborn Patience dy’d ;
Kings,
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Kings, who dealt Love and Juftice from the Throne,
And made the Welfare of Mankind their own ;
And Prelates, who with Chriftian Zeal infpir’d,
Their Maker’s Glory, not their own, defir'd ;
Whofe Precepts Santion from their Lives receiv’d,
Who taught like Compron, and like Compton liv’d.
Th’ unbiafs’d Judge, the Patriot, ever true

To ferve his Prince, and ferve his Country too;
Thefe, with innumerable Numbers more,

The charitable Rich, the virtuous Poor,

All thefe their joyful Hallelujahs join,

And fwell with tuneful Harps the Song divine,

Well may they fing, and praife Almighty Pow’r,
And with ecftatic Gratitude adore,
~ ‘Who at the Fount of Truth their Thirft allay,
And all God’s complicated Warks furvey ;
In Nature, Providence, and Grace fill rife
New Wonders to engage thejr feafted Eyes ;
Who feeing all that Beduty can exprefs,
Love all they fee, and all they love pofiefs.

S 4 Lord,
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Lord, whatis Man, for whom thou haft prepar’d,
This blifsful Heav’n, unmerited Reward ?
Oh! cou’d th’ Afpirer, or the Slave to Gold,
Thefe Fields of Lights, and ftarry Crowns behold,-
With what Contempt and Scorn wou’d they look down
On gilded Clay, or a precarious Throne!
The Libertine wou’d quit, with eafy Strife,
The darling Pleafures of hjis wanton Life,
Knew he what Tranfports here fill ev’ry Breaft,
The Scene how porripous, how profufe the Feaft.

Hither, great God, let all our Wifhes tend,
And pant for this our happy Journey’s End,
‘Where Joys commenfurate to’ our Souls abound,

And Love, and Peace, for ever keep their Round !

The
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The CONCLUSIOMN.

HEN God in all his Works his Pow’r dif-
Plays,

Excites our Wonder, and demands our Praife,
When fuch confummate Art, fuch Beauties fhine
In ev’ry Part of human Form divine ;
When the leaft Infe& vile, that creeps the Ground,
Can pofe the learned, and the wife confound 3
‘When Prodigies are daily ftarting forth,
And frequent Judgments fhake the guilty Earth;
>Tis ftrange, how Mancan play the Atheift’s Part,
And *gainft Conviction fteel the ftubborn Heart
Who, proud of Strength and Riches not theéir own,
Vainly prefume th> Almighty to dethrone ;
As Children, when they ’ve clos’d their willing Eyes,
Deny the Sun his Splendor in the Skies. ’

lf

How
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How impotent their Aim, do all they can !
How far beneath the Dignity of Man !
‘Whom God hath with a fecond Portion blefs’d,
Next Angels, his chief Favourite confefs’d 5
They in high Heav’n their full Perfection know,
But Man a while reigns Paramount below,
Deftin’d e’er long to reach the ftarry Skies,
And reign with them in everlafting Blifs.
With fo fublime a Nature ill it fuits,
To with to live, or with to die, like Brutes,
Thoughtlefs of God, to draw in vital Breath,
Or fink to nothing in the Shade of Death 3
Poor‘Comfort this | if this were certain Fate,

Scarce wou’d the Devil envy fuch a State,

But grant a God, grant a Supreme above,
‘Which the moft fubtle Art cou’d ne’er difprove,
Nor can an idle Wifh, or airy Dream
Difarm his Pow’r, or prevent his Scheme ;
When Fudgment fhall o’ertake the World, and all
Mutt forcibly obey the Trumpet’s Call,
‘Where
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Where fhall the Sinner fly ; or how appear ?

Well it becomes the Righteous now -to fear,

Hopelefs of Pardon, fuch the Guilt is known

Of their Forefathers Crimes, and fuch their own,

Had not Cbrift died, the finning World to fave,

And ranfom captive Mortals from the Grave.

¢ Then all is well 3 the wicked too fhall live,

¢ And tafte the Bleflings that a God can give.

No ; they long fince have forfeited their Claim,

Who madly fcoff’d at the exalted Name 5

Who Falfhood to celeftial Truths preferr’d,

And Slaves to Folly, not unwilling err’d ;

Who fcorn’d the proffer’d Grace, hence doom’d to
feel

The poignant Pains of their long-banter’d Hell.

More I might add, but more I fear in vain,
Tke Die is caft, with little Haopes of Gain ; -
Cou’d I exprefs my Aim with better Grace,
Or Gisson’s Motives in Pop £’s Numbers
drefs,
In
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