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The Man, The Map, The Megagame
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Impossible Mission Nothing’s
impossible? Just wait till you've
seen US Gold’s mind-blowing
megagame.,

Rambeo Disobey orders and go for
blood with our red-hot preview of
Ocean’s game of the film.

Rasputin See the storyboard —
and get ready for Firebird’s 3D
thriller.

Joystick Jury This month’s hot
new games taken to trial and
tested to death by the boys born
with joysticks in their hands.

Sorderon’s Shadow Beyond with
more graphics, more characters
and more adventure. There’s just
so much in it.

PROGRAMMING

Game Plan Write the game of
your dreams! Check out the chart
to see how it’s.done. . .

It's Compile Time Colrand
Mcoder 111 versus Blast — Basic
compilers grow up!

The Grid Face the fear and fury
in our latest 100 per cent
machine-coded arcade game!

GO FOR GOLD.............. 20
Y§ High Scorers. . .can you
beat ‘em?

SPECTRUM
ADVENTURES .............. 58
It's a Spain in the ass! Terror-
molinos and Adrian Mole plus
adventure help and hope!
HACK FREE ZONE........ 80
More uncensored solutions to
your favourite games

COMPETITO

——

ﬁ’-’;

e

B

It's FAB............. i
Y5 to the rescue 'ml‘h your
chance to win a copy of
Thunderbirds!

REGULARS
FRONTLINES.....cosciiimssin d
It's all there — news, gossip,
Virgin and Ferguson compo
results plus From The Hip,
Microdrivin', Hard Facts and
Hacking Away!

FORUM ............. 23
From the lunatic to the laid-
back, your letters keep on

coming!
BACK ISSUES.......ccooiee 78
INPUT/OUTPLT 75

Free ads for your Speccy
swops and sells.

BINDERS e 76
Stay clean, stay Tnp.thu‘
SUBSRIPTIONS it

Get it while it's hot!




Dragged back for another term, Eric
continues his one-man fight
against the Education system. All
his old adversaries are there. plus
escapees from the Biology room
and, even worse, girls! Lucky he

tocked up on stink bombs over the
& F L =
48K Speclrun £6.90
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Brring-brring. brring-
brring! There goes the
helpline again — look.
you're gonna have to
excuse me . . . Mmmm,
thought so. That was yet
another call about the

_' l .I. ﬂl mnre ng —

program that appea n
the Oclober ish. One
measly misprint and my

that month's Digi'T ape.

number is in 165 rather
than tens. Are you still with
me? Right type in this short
routine that'll evaluale any
single byte hex number
{anything from 00-FF). To
keep it short, it hasn't got
any error trapping and it
ain't exactly whal you'd
call user-iriendly — but it
works, and | reckon it's
exactly whal Pele’s looking
for:

10 INPUT AS

20 LET A=10: LET B=11:
LET C=12; LET D=13: LET
E=14; LET F=15

30 LET N=VAL AS(2)+
(16-VAL (AS(1))

40 PRINT AS;“=":N

i K L

you're using 1is mullnt
that Caps Lock should be

along with that, Craig —

Remember Scoooby
i=|‘| M :III;"Il E‘i Ml l.h.l‘.

EAIME a5

the first every

| cuddly canine of Hanna
Harbera { Who she? Ed

4

Aah-so0! Honourable System 3 Soltware has jum
on the honourable bandwagon and gone lor a ride
round the world. The game is the new and almost

original international Karate,

p—

pad

So, for an exploding

lite is in tatters. We said on. cartoon fame? Well he's  fistiul of £8.

that you only needed 16 And from one neal use back with a vengeance m“t*“‘:'?J:T?l:l::";:;::';:;E;I:-:Ttl‘h‘:t:: fhc“'

byles lo save the Designer ﬂ’h“:‘ﬂ!ﬂﬂlhﬂl!.m to star in his very own 45 |
Code when it should ve Thompsen from Brighton is computer game, Scoob

read 164. An’ as il that looking for a routine that'il Doo in the Castle £ Yk

wasn'l bad enough, the allow him to “input’ on any W yster) ' e ta

problem spilled over onto  part of the screen. I'll go Ehite describes the *f 880 R

The mag was used as a

was maslered. so the of the screen is boring, detectives Velma
Designer Code has only 16  Plus it's pretly cheapskate. Daphne and Fred, the
bytes on the tape. Oops! : Right, | expect you're evil Mrs McUroch and
o{w“. T 1 i J Al Tl '.h.lf L|._1_-|-.|._ CiOTW 1r-i
ways out of the situation. launch into a string of Shaggy. There's also a
You can either type in lhe POKEs. Jus! shows how special guest appearance
remainder of the Designer wrong you can be. POKEs | by Sam Shark of Jaws
Code to fill in the gap or are all very well, bul as you fame
buy issue 20 of Digi'T'ape  know (probably irom first- Elite reckons they'v
where they'll be a working  hand experience), they | started a new craze in
version. For me, there is have a nasty habit of | computer games (hope

only one way out . . .
larewell cruel world!

Dh OK, you talked me
oul of it. (Dral! Ed). Dr at

I've always reckoned that

working irrationally. So.
just lo be different, here's
a method thal doesn'l need
the memory modilicators:

computer cartoon”™. It
features those

that's not a shagey dog

| story) and Sales
Inrector Steve W CinX
says, “the best

daredevil

least Pete Mackin from - . COMPArison we can
. K | lSCr d new gamea from a new company... and it looks like
query aboul Hex loaders. gaAmes fun! Christian Urquhart (really) ex of Ocean and |
|

There's no greal mystery
about how this works. As

sussing out @ hex number's  YOU £an’t normally enter
i r Quival : dala through anything bul

program that'll force him 1o Ih0Se two lines at the

mess about in machine ORI U = Ihe
code. Well, Pete, the easiest way round the

method |'ve come up with problem is to extend those

is quite sneaky — it uses two lines lo 1'hl‘ﬂﬂ1'|'~|ﬂl.lr

the unusual Speccy feature Then you can input where

ol numeric variable you please. Now thal /s
evaluation from within a clever! :

string. Now in hex, instead That's my lot for this |
of going from 9 1o 10, you month, so I'll be getting
move lrom 9 1o A — but A back to my cold coflee!
still has the decimal value phE:lEsh you on the

of 10. The letters that come - 5

alter. follow a similar Troubleshootin’ Pete
pattern until they reach F, Pele’s phone lines are

and that's 15. Now as hex open Wednesdays and

is base 16, the next hex Fridays only. You can
number alter F is 10 and phone him on 01-636 2416
thal represents 16. So, the anytime between 10am-
second column of a hex 1pm and 2pm-5pm.

Gremlin Graphics has joined Mike Smith of
Alphl_hltim. and this is their Hrst oMering, Robol
Messiah. 1t"ll be out this Christmas with a price tag |
of £7.95 and that, as they say, is all we know!

DAYLIGHT ROBINRY |

| someone s taking the
mickey! A new ;
adventure game from

! "\.‘i"\.-,.!'\l In |,,1|||_'|,j 1;1'--'.-"[?.'
of Sherfock i due for

release in November -

IT vou wanna smiff ot
maore details give Elite o

burz on 0922 §5859

He's looking for a
quick'n’'easy way of

and it’s not all it appears
0 be, funnily enough
| It's a multi-quest parody
| that talls somecwhere
| between Melbhy Urnd
's and Adventure
International's — and
aims to have vou falling
about with laughter.
If vou want to find
out what's next on
Silversoft's spoof list
give 'em a ring on 01
Y85 5614. The Hamp
stead ||r.|[- -'-'r?'r:'!!' 4
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Watson your screen? Hood of thought it's Robin?




Add a new dimension
to your Spectrum

SPD1 Disk & Printer Interface™
® NEW-SNAPSHOT feature copies practically
all tape based SOFTWARE direct to Disk.
@ Uses standard BBC type Drives and Printers. e
@ Simple commands such as SﬂVE* DL rofessional Key-board

® FREE DISH full of UTIL LU :
and b R A rugged high-quality printed keyboard

L Eabefllfh with E:B full travel keys, full space bar, numeric
= or pads and many individual keys.

LMT Products offer
professional quality and ease of
use at a price you can afford.

Imagine having almost a MEGABYTE
of storage on floppy disks, using
FULL SIZE Daisy or Dot Matrix
printers all coupled with

a REAL Keyboard,

making Computing

a pleasure.

Both products are
separate but for a
combined price
of £125 you

have BOTH -

N\ SAVING £15!

- N
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These three pale-green
people arc the luckless
winners of the Virgin
‘Spot-the-difference

\'u|'|‘|!'s\'T1t|L|l'i Al .'1ppr- =
priate punishment for
being such clever-clogs
Simon Kinder, Keith
Fenton and Thomas
Greenbank were flung
around the skies above
l.ondon in a real chop-
per, enabling them to
comprehensively spot-
the-difference between
up and down, ill and
well, and alive and
dead
Keith
Sleaford in Lincolnshire,
had some wdea of what
to expect having flown
in & helicopter on a TA
tramning exercise, but he
.I.L'Ihr]'."“-lk'LE_LrL"I ‘this
would be different’. Too
r|5|:r a teensy little four

:-'_ IToOm

seater aerial bicvele on
just about the windicst
dav of "85 — no wondcr
Simon {an ashen-taced
12 vear-old from

"1 leil.' .’*-ll-il.‘;l'“ kL']_"": ".]_Eh'l'
lipped, but Thomas

also 12 seemed to

{ r['\'[1'|1:[| .1rl'-'”|"l' .1 L"l'lt'
{rT,1;"|’1'|L'H has HI'I.IF"F'It'il.
up the heense for the
ncw .uix-.-rllm-_ role-
F"l.-.l.ﬂ'l!.f i I'll.j\\. .rl'.n'r' Hn"l.
of The Tiger

Apparently, Gremlin
wisn t the only software
house with its eve on
the tiger but authors
Mark Smuth and Jamie
Iompson finally
succumbed

FOR THE CHOP

between-the-helicopters’

And here ©
wish he d stayed home
in Hashingheld, Cam-
hfiliﬂl._'\ll'l'l'l:' i |'||.' L hL"..'r'
fully admitted to being
‘a bit shaky

Fvi ffl."u --:!_'. ok last
pictures of each other
for next-of-Kin, the pilot
had a last-minute read
of the Owners' Instruc
non Manual, then it was
brown paper bags all
round and off into the
strato-thunderus. How

IT’S GRRRREAT!

For those of you not
in the know about The
Way of the Tiger, the
hooks follow the tods of
Avenger, a Ninja
warnor. in his constant
battle against the forces
of evil {f know the
feeling. Ed)

If vou want a few
more ¢lues phone the
Gremlins on ((0742)
153423

WHH#M mﬂﬁ
0

AVENGER!

omes a choP

por to choP off yoult =

thoughtiul it was of
\'ilp_l:‘.l CGiames to have
treated "em all to a slap-
up lunch just before
take-off, though we're
sorry Y5 can't help out
with the dry-cleaning
bills chaps..

We bet you can
hardly wait for the
‘Spot-the-difference-
between two Grreat
White sharks' competi-
tion!

ONE STEP
BEYOND

IMis 15 gonna be some
Christmas for the
Speccy! Latest to confess
what 1t’s up 1o 18
Beyond Software,

Enigma Force is the
sequel to Shadowfire.
It's not Zoff-en that vou
get the chance to carry
on after }i!h"uu com-

pleted a game but now
vou can join a four man
Emgma team in a fight
against the tyrant of a
warring planet. Enigma
Force carries a £9.95
tag

Dounces, at LY. Y5, 15
a martial arts game that
gives the player the
choice of eight
characters funny ol
name for a karate game!

Finally, we have
received a secret dossier
on the new Spy vs Sp)y
game. It takes place on
a deserted volcanic
i=land inhabited only by
that famous pair of two-
tone undercover il_t!t‘f1[\.

I'he man who can
reveal the rest of
Bevond's secrets s
Victor Wheeler on (1
353 2320,

oINTINDG}

Advanced Z80
Machine Code
Programming

by William Nitschke
Interface Publications/£12.95

There are 780 books and there are 280 books. And when
it comes o Interface Publications there are even more
280 books. Even as the public is drowning in the deluge
of 280 books, Intertace has thrown in another one to
observe the Archimedes bath-lub-effect to the

| marketplace.

In fact, Interlace has been churming out 280 books
since the ZX80 warmed its first egg on its heatsink
Talking of which, William Nitschke must have started on |
his rather unoriginal lask about the same time Uncle
Clive reasoned thal a home computer for under a ton
would probably buy nice digs in Cambridge. For this book |
Is not just out-dated — it's positively archaic. Most of the |
examples deal with the TRSB0 model 1 and the short-
lived Laser 200 {cor, | bet Nitschke was one of the few
that bought one!) The somewhat more successiul
Spectrum is mentioned once or twice but not in detail |

This book does have some useful information in it but |
it's also got a lot of noddy stull as well, Take the section |
on writing commercial games — I'd be embarrassed lo
see 20 and 30 mazes in block graphics in the pages of
Y5 let alone sitting on dealers’ shelves. For the
foolhardy, you can buy this book from most WHSmiths ar
even send a £12.95 chegue to Interface at 9-11
Kensington High Street. London W8. But if you really
wani to know about Advanced 280 machine language
you'd be betier ofl waiting until it's serialised on the back
of your cornflakes packet!

Tony Samuels
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Ferguson Spnilc Compo
T & I1&?
| [he standard of
1w entnes was so high
hat running bhattles
| vere fought over which
@ -
should be the overall
‘ winner and carry off a
:.‘-"]l'.- i \I_-ll'!'_;:. T
Colour TV. Everyone
|

Ciad
had their favourntes but
someone had to be art

bhroken. So, after the

scuffles had died down
A Burmows of Crewc
Am it the winner
with his portraval of the
ditor. What d'va mcan
an Indian elephant!
cay | can see the
IHICrcnc
Coming up ¢losc

behind were the chargér

| from G P Crang ol

Dundee, Alex Revess
from H iland tor hits
| amanng Roger Wilhis
ook -ahke, and finally
I, Powell from Heme

The sprites is right!

hacking awayﬁ

it’s just not Fairlight . . . well, not any more it short and sweet one from
isn't as Chris Wood presents more hundred g i it s s
percent hacks and guaranteed no-joke past the first loader and
POKEs. then enter RUN and press
PLAY to give you infinite
lives in Pheenix.
Lel's be modestand not ~ POKEs as the game loads. 10 E"E‘E E;ﬁght.ﬂiﬂ
admit that we're going to  Enter ZZKJ (whose full szﬂI{g £ 375.0: LOA
start with a crack-hack. name is so long we had o ,,m 0 29 Hil':]' M ?E
Remember the Fairlight  leave it out last month F*’l" S O
review last month? You even though he supplied USR 30105
may have noticed thal the Gyron stuff) and the Which reminds me — if
Dave Nicholls did not give impossible is a short you send in single POKES,
any POKEs for the game.  program away. Run 22's and it's not Immediately
Tao spare his blushes, program and you'll get obvious how to get them
cracking Fairlightis nota  infinite lives. the abilityto i, please please provide a
trivial task. The aclual carry as much as you like,  gmall program to do the
protection isn't that hard  five barrels and the abillty  work. | mean. some people
but the tactic is to wear you to open any previously have sent in single POKEs
out long before you make it locked doors! lor Alien 8and Knightiore!
— there's a total of 140 I you don't want all of You might like to see your
slages of decryption from  these options then just name in print but the
you hitting LOAD 1o the miss out the relevant DATA people who try them are
game slarting! lines, being careful not to going to think you're a
First it decrypts itself 20 omit line 400. When you right Anorak (see ¥Sissue
times just to turbo-load the run i, you will nol see the 18 page 15) when they
second turbo-loader which  Fairlight loading screen don’t work. End of soapbox
then decrypts itself before although its atiributes will spot.
loading the actual game.  load and the program will
As the routines are run as normal. Remember Meanwhile il you
cumulative, it should be you saw it first in ¥§ enjoyed looking at the
impossible to pop in any Next please! Here's a unused sprites in Jef Sef
Willy using the little
L REM FAIRLIEHT POKEING PROG program In issue 16,
‘OOLET 1=0: FOR N=18000 TU 181  Cheistisn Keane of
READ Ay LET T=T+A1 POKE N,.A: Liverpool suggests you try
NEXT N: READ At IF T<>a THEN some of these numbers
RINT “"CHECKSUM ERROR": STOF instead of the 512:
&0 FUR NesZ0000 10 LEYs KEAD A: 300,350,10,170.
IF A<P99 THEN FOKE N,At NEXT N
Fil'y f‘.f"IML”.illq 17E sk L B0 Jﬁmﬂliﬂgmtil ﬂtlf ﬂu‘.'l'l'
PO CDRTA 221,335,200 P " A B A i B 'l’lﬂﬁm'ﬂl}llﬂll}‘ 0! Hakan
52,259 .59 5 2V B4, S48, 2401 O lml"l'l sm'“. Fﬂr
YO DATA 20 2y D30 R 245, 49 .10, Iﬂ“’ﬂ‘nﬂ H": run the
1, 205,195,70,33,86,96,17 .21 lollowing program and
120 DATA 209,1,153, 1,237, 176, then delete it by typing 10
VA0 20T 17 A0, 145, 1,17, 1 237 ‘Enter’ and 20 ‘Enter:
po WATA 176,235,54,201,6,9,38, 1) FOR 1=23296 T0 23311

145,17 4 184,70,26
1940 DATA 14,249

o 111,208, 182,19

VROS 40, 145,335 1

""4,,_I'J.:J.;.*.'.-r.'.tlu‘ﬂ. a0y VA&, 92 ;209
150 DATA 195, My BL5 195,890,198 .3
20,333,181, 74, _'.-Jf,j-.—‘.f..f._'--_c-:.',‘.'-f.'n,f_'n.l
L&D DATA 253 218,195, 22355 18,4
2 176,195 ,32,78,141 .1 Tl 200,221
L/D UATA 224,229 .2 2 2SS, 242,19
i "..‘":"..h..','-._1'._'_"-.-'11-'*'.11'4.-'.'.4.4...1"-‘.

v .‘__-l__ll"'i‘I| Ff ¥

Lo DATA 82,235
v 2 s 176,229,
190 DATA

il 5

i s P &85, 193

v 86,75, 17, 2k y 10
215 .54, 287 "

T -5
_.__,“_,l].‘__.ll v ey

o & o
= =X
e P T R b

a8y M0,

s 16,218,201 ,562

<00 DARTA S8, 61,41 ,230, 123, 2577

‘:’,If:dil-if}.I'l-.'.I',‘i.i

S 208, 20741
20 DATA 175,50

Infinite Lives
o) DETA b,

Mo More Weight

4 : ™ S B
Limid
=50 DATA &2,24.,50,2%,. 248;:

29,236,244 ,22

v 23Z, 281 REM

=953 REM

REM

WNo More Locked Doors

400 DATA O
FMar Lgr

1, T

't REM

Bata End

6

READ a: POKE 1,a: NEXT{
20 DATA 175.1,141,117.
2,3.2.3.2,62,24,3.2.195,
66,111

MERGE in the first program
on the Jumping Jack tape
and then enter;

POKE 26034,0: POKE
26035,0: RANDOMIZE
USR 26030

Start the tape again to

load and run the game.

Simon Grice from

Chorley has mastered the
facts of life — well at least
he's sussed the POKEs for
the Birds and the Bees
MERGE in the Basic loader
and insert the following
POKEs before the USR
command and then RUN it:

POKE 37852, lives

POKE 37664, starf screen
aumber-2

POKE 37088, number of

Howers to visit+5

Keg Davies from
Lancashire has supplied a
sel ol POKEs for
and Empire Sirikes Back
For Glug Glug, MERGE in
the Basic loader, add POKE
23316,201 betore the
PRINT USR and run it. The
game will load and stop;
You can enler any of the
POKEs below and use
RANDOMIZE USR 34349 10
start playing:

POKE 33430, Jives
(from 110 11)

POKE 34139,0

(infinite lives)

POKE 31288.0
(unstoppable bullets)
POKE 31482,0
(permadeath for nasties)

And for Empire, wind
pasi the lirst loader an the
lape and run this one
instead:

10 CLEAR 23999: LOAD “~
CODE: POKE 23309.251:
POKE 23310,201: LDAD **
CODE: RANDOMIZE USR
23296

This will load the game
and then stop. Enter POKE
53322,0 and RANDOMIZE
USR 28500 to start playing.
When you hit Fire on the
moons level, you'll find the
screen sticks on red and
you just keep getting that
energy . .

I you don't feel up to
POKEing and you play
Micro-Gen's Herbert's
Dummy Run, you're in tor a
treal . . . oops cheal! Pop
into the room with the
ropes to the left of the
slarting room and make
sure Herb Is facing left.
Hold down the keys 'C’,
‘W, E". "N and ‘T’ (wonder
why they picked those
keys?) and you can walch
the magic happen. You've
now got infinite Herberts.

Talking of intinite, the
viability POKE for Gyron,
given last month is much
more viable if you POKE
29952 and not 2995521
Maybe | need a POKE for
Infinite accuracy . . .

Finally, a desperate plea
from R Hollinson of West
Yorkshire for any POKEs
lor Quicksilva's Glass, I'd
dig them up mysell but |
haven’t had a chance 1o
buy the game yet — s

anyone out there ahead of
me? Send you hacks,
however humble, g
Hacking Away, ¥S, 14
Rathbone Place, London
W1P 1DE.

FiE S e SRS MRS A
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Your Sinclair Specirum
isa powerful computer,
not just a games
console. Oxford
Computer Publishing
unlieash that power to
make your Specirum
useful and he:—P you
perform important tasks.
The Manager series of
business programs has
thousands of satisfied
customers over the last
three years. Your
Spectrum can do jobs
normally associated
with business computers
many times the price
The Utilities were written
to create our own
application software.,
They are offered fo you

CASING
ROYAS

Are You Taking Your Specirum Seriously?

as proven reliable
programs that have
stood the test of our own
usage and become
indusiry standards

The classical games are
realistic simulations of
proven widely played
“real” games.

See your local dealer
or order direct by
indicating the items
required, by fticking
boxes, complete the
coupon and retumn the
advedisement,
Altematively, phone the
OCP Hotline on (0753)
8888646, stating your
Access or Barclaycard
Number.

BUSINESS PROGRAMS
ADDRESS MANAGER

A professional address, filing and refrieval
system, with full screen editing. Stores up 1o
350 addresses on cassette and up to 4000
oodresses on loppy qisk. [In separate files)
32 column format = £8.95 [ ] 80 column
fomatl —E19.95 [ | NEW K-DOS tope/disk
cossefle - €29 .95 1 SP-DOS floppy disk —
£2995

FINANCE MANAGER

Stores ond reviews prachically oll business
and domestic occounts. Completely manu
driven for @ase of use. Stores up to 250 names
on cassefte and up to 4000 on floppy disk. [In
separate files) 32 column format - £8.95 80
column format — £19.95 | NEW K-DOS lape
gg;c ézﬁc_s;enﬁ - £29.95 ] SP-DOS Noppy disk =

STOCK MANAGER

Features full invoicing, sales totals, price
lists and re-order requirements and
comprehensive Master File with full
breakdown of stock and VAT. Stores up to &00
product lines on cassette and up 1o 6000 on
floppy disk. B0 column fomot — £19.95
I&ﬁl‘ K-DOS tapedisk cassette — £29.957 | SP-
DOS noppy disk —£29.95[
VAT MANAGER

Will check gross and nett values of o
period's sales plus exempt lohals and up to 8
classas of ransaction e.g. standard rate,
Impon/export etc. Calculales VAT paid and
recaived and hence he nelt fax payable
receivable
32 column formot — £8.95 | B0 column
format = £19.95 T NEW K-DOS tope/disk
Eg?“ﬁ:ﬁ'_ £29095[ 15P-DOS floppy disk =

WORD MANAGER

This word processor has

been designed for

user fiendliness”. The following features
should particularly appeal to users of the
“Tasword II" program, with which it is text
compatible. The software includes an
oddress filing supplement with screen editing
Extra features include

= Simple "single keystroke" insertion
tacility.

+ The cursor can be moved on to start a
new paragraph by a single keystroke.
TAB key also available.

* The me.um works with cassette tape,
Sinclair Microdrive, Opus and other disk
systems,

» Texts can be printed out on any line
le up to 128 characters.

» Text blocks of any length can be
transposed, copled or deleted.

+ The OCP program can print out text while
another is being written or edited.

The Word Manager — £12.95

Disk Versions — £19.95

UTILITIES

MASTER TOOL KIT

This versatile program gives you G re-
number feature, sting — search, areal lime
clock, a graphics generalor and alam plus
many other leatures thal'll change your
Spechum into a “lull spec. machine .
Master Tool Kit — £9.95 1
FULL SCREEN EDITOR ASSEMBLER

An assential 100l for writing Mochine Code
whether you're a beginner or an expert
Includes full screen input, comprahensive
documentation, sophisticated expression

If yvou would like a copy of our full colour detalled catalogue - please tick box. |

Nome ——————

Aciciress

Amount payabile £ s

Please make cheques postal ordarns payable o
OCP Lid

Chaque/ PO Numbar _

AccasyBarc oy oond nurmibe
(please dekete)

Signature

evalugtior, SNAKE demonsiration mode, axira
microdrive facility elc. It also drives 32 and
80 column printer interfoces from the same
cassatte
Full Screen EQitor Assembiler - €12 95| | NEW
K-DOS tape/disk cassefie — £29.95 | 5P-DOS
floppy disk —=£29.95
MACHINE CODE TEST TOOL

Test and Display Machine Code
Instructions os thayre written. This versafile
program con co-aside in your Spacirum with
e Full Screen Editor Assembles 10 provide o
complete Machine Code environment
Features Hex: Dacimal conversion routine
choracter generalorn, elc. elc
Machine Code Test Tool —£9.95

GAMES
CHESS-THE-TURK
The ultimatle chess challenge. & levels of
play, ‘Biitz’ chess. printer output, plus real ime

clock and alorm. Chess-the-Turk — £5.95 |
CASINO ROYAL

Two way program featuring Roulefte and
Pontoon. You're aliocated money o win — o
losa — a fortune. Plug in Microspaeach adds
reglism and both games are fully explained
through o compreheansive On-sChsan menu
Casino Royal-£5.95
VIDEOC POOL

All the fun and challengea of pool at your
fingertips. 1 or 2 people play using |oysticks
or keyboord, Excellent graphics, sound and
colour add 1o the game’s reality
Video Pool-£595 (Mot Microdrive
compatible)[ |
Please send your order 1o
Onford Computer Publishing Limited
77a Packhorse Read
Gemards Cross Buck. 519 8P&

Wi

£_£: - —
S mpl The Bes*

Waladrive, Opus and other media versions ol our programs will be available in he near future. Contact us for turther information on 0753 888864,
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rond the Spectrum.

SPECTRUM UPGRADE KIT

Four great new add-ons from Ram, Number One in
everything for the Spectrum
TURBO INTERFACE - NEW LOW PRICE

Our unique Turbo Interface outperforms any Spectrum
interface — it works with ROM cartridges, 2 standard joysticks, and
there's a full expansion bus at the rear. The Turbo supports
Kemgpston, Protek and Interface 2 software and loads froma
cassette —or instantly from a ROM cartridge. It really makes the
maost of the Quickshot II's fast action, and with its unique power
safety device and a2 new Reset button, t's even more amazing
value at ust £ 1850,

QUICKSHOT Il AUTO RAPID-FIRE JOYSTICK
The famous Quickshot Il is the top games joystick, with a

sleek trigger fire button for quick reactions, an auto fire switch

for continuous shooting and a new, improved grip

Revolutionary built-in stabilising suction cups mean a sure, firm

grip—asnip at £9.95.

SPECTRUM INTERFACE

Boost the power of your Spectrum, or Spectrum <+
This Kempston-compatible interface gets the most from your
games — electrify your enemies with real power and
kghtning-fast reactions right under your fingertips
Costs just £9.95.

SPECTRUM UPGRADEKIT

If you've a 16K Spectrum micro, this handy and
inexpensive add-in kit boosts the RAM memory to a powerful
48K, s0 you can run the latest and greatest software, the most
exciting games around — and expand your Own programming
possibilities! Only £21.95

Where can you get your hands on Ram's amazing
Spectrum add-ons? You can see them at branches of Boots,
Menzies, Spectrum Group computer centres, and good
computer stores everywhere. Or return the coupon below

lo: Ram Electronics (Fleet) Ltd (Dept YS), Unit 8 Redfields

GUI3 ORE Credit Card hot fine: 0

—_—_——
| Please send me

Spectrum Turbo Interface(s) at £18.50
Quickshot Il Joystick(s) at £9.95
Spectrum Interface(s) at £9.95

Spectrum Upgrade Kit{s) at £21.95

I IF'II"-L-"“'-' state msue o A
I + £1 per order P+ P (£3 Overseas) TOTAL £

Ol enclose chegue/postal order L1 charge my A

Expery Date

Postcode

I
I
I
I
i
I
I
I
I
I
|

I
-



CREATE ELECTRONIC ART
ON YOUR OWN TV SCREEN WITH THE
.S'P[C 77?0/" DOODZER /

FULLHER

e e

Software designed in conjunction

with Sinclalr Research 4 : smywr E M E,
Dmmgﬁr onto | | cassette or microdrive! 2 -
mr:mn. k. -

P T

=

6 colour palettewith | | BESETE 7 Zmery
fiashing option! K

NOSE suitable for your ynplete or Incomplete pictures for rewor

e T, [t

%4 options including text!

LIGHTPEN

.9 “"“*r'""‘H——FHJ



As we predicted a
couple of issues back,
the new 128K Spectrum
has been launched this
side of Christmas but on
the other side of the
Channel — in Spain
I'he surpnse appearance
came at the Sonimag
exhibition in Barcelona
at the end of Septem-
ber. The new machine
has been released by
Investronica, Sinclair’s
Spanish distributors,
whi were closely
involved in its develop
ment

At first sight, the 128
looks very like the
Spectrum=+, with the
| same kevboard we've
come o know and
curse! Underncath
though there are a fow
changes. The micro-
phone and ear sockets
have been shifted round
from the back to the left

very bunny. Ed)

YOUR NEW SPECTRUM

hand side. And there
sitting next to them s a
R5232 socket. Now, at
the back, you'll find a
built in RGB socket for
connecting the comp-
uter straight to a colour
monitor,

But the big surprise is
the separate calculator
keypad attached by a
lead to the computer
There can be few people
who would’'ve predicted
its appearance with the
new machine — and
perhaps not many more
who'll find a good use
for at!

S0, when will the 128
make its dPpedrance
over here? Sinclan
Research is only saying
that it won t be this
year, But then again, its
very existence has been
denied right up until its
appearance. Mind vou,
there are still an awful

Hare's Virgin rabbiting on about its latest triumph —
the resurrected Rabbit Software. Virgin rabbits?
Wot a mixamatosis (sounds pretty hare-brained to
us)! The first game to hop your way is The Greal
Fire of London at only £3.99 — warren offer! (Ma ha

The 128K Speccy ... in the UK soon?

lot of 48K Spectrum+s
sitting around waiting
for Santa to sack 'em up

And now for all those
other burning questions
about the 128. Is it 100
pér cent software

You've read about the
new Spectrum, now
read about the new
Your Spectrum. Your
favourite magazine
{ Yes, this one — what
did vou think ? Ed) is
changing. From next
month you'll find more
of evervthing that's
made Y5 s0 successful,
For vou, there'll be
mor¢ pages of editonial
almost double the

number that you're used
to. There'll be more
£amces reyicws, morc
|"'TIIFI41|'|'||'I'|]'|!_L:. more HF1
just about everything, in
fact, (And if you're
really lucky there may
even be more Ed's
comments! Ed). Plus
there’ll be games maps,
cartoons and a few
surpriscs thrown in. For
us, there'll be late
nights, working all
weekend, sore ingers
from all the extra
typing, (And probably a
cut in wages to pay for
the extra pages if you
don’t stop moaning!
Ed)...

And just so you don’
miss us on the shelves
next month, there'll be a
game cassette stuck slap

bang on the front cover

Rabbit tales ... air-raising experiences ... shaggy dog stories ... Vulcanic
eruptions ... prize-winning elephants ... new Spectrums for oid ...
Elementary my dear Robin — it’s all in Frontlines ...

L e

compatible? Is it faster
than the 48K Specey?
Do you necd an
Interface 17 Is the new
three channel sound
chip inside? To find out,
turn to page 14 and read

NEW YOUR SPECTRUM

of the new look Y5
I'hat’s right, a free
demo version of
Rasputin which
promises to be the
hottest game ths
Chrissie. How can vou
turn down a chance hike
that?

The big question, of
course, 15 why we're
changing a magazine
that's as close to
perfection as you can
possibly get. OK, who's
the wise guy who said
it's ‘'cos we're all big
heads! Well, it's all
down to you
vou filled in the readers’
survey in issue 17, The
great cry that came out
wits for more of
everything — and that’s
just what you're gonna
get! An awful lot of you
got the Ed worried by
saying that you wanted
to see him sacked but
there ain't a hope in hell
of that happening —
not, we might add, that
we'd want i, of course,
and anyone who spreads
rumours about street
parties and the rest of us
going on month long
hols, is telling whoppers,
honest... sir. (Glad 1o
hear it. Ed)

or mas

oINITINOG:

how Max Phillips
overcame the tempt
ations of the Sangria
and Spanish sun o
bring vou the first full
hands-on review of the
Speccy 128

And now the moment
you've all becn waiting
for the winner of the
Sinclan pocket I'V for
the best suggestion. A
shight hitch occurred
'COS CVEry Hime wi
asked the Ed 1o choose
one, he kept coming up
with the Crecpy crawlers
who said they'd double
his salary. FWell |
thought it was a very
sensible suggestion! Ed)
In the end we plumped
for Michael Sellar of
Edimburgh who said that
it he was the Editor he'd
make the mag bigger
both in pages and
content

S0 sensible was his
suggestion, in fact, that
we're going ahead with
it from the next issue
S0, from the January
IS5 :]1-1kk' SUrc .‘||F|:
look ourt for a h'i;_’ﬂl.'l.
better Y5 You'll find
full detgils of all the
changes further on

Oh, and we nearly
forgot. There's one
rather special change we
haven t mentioned yet

- the new look Y5 will
"v.‘u.-,ll furm

those pages fast!

hr_‘ l.,'at“g‘l.i
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Pour yourself a cup of

Domestos and scitle
down for an eveming
with (serry the ( -'r‘l;f.rJ.
who features in Firehard’
new game of that name
Your task 18 to guide
Crerry round all the
squidgy bits inside a
human body with the
final goal of killing his
host. But don't I.,"\‘l"'L'L'..
vour knowledege of
nology 10 s¢e vou
through
some mughty
Imtestines

these are
mteresimg
Lrerrv has to
row # boat across the

bladder, he takes a train

[RONLLINES

.....
.........

Spend a day on the bleach with Gerry the Germ.

B —

OPERATION
CARETAKER...

Feel like bashing your head against a brick
| wall when your copy of Jet Set Willy I/ has
failed to load for the umpteenth time? Well

bash no longer ‘cos Global Software claims to
nave the answer,

ew DdCEage aiman Screwanver and
dretanes Course a natty hitle piece
your of code. The program
= apart Irom a WOrks ;'-"- lhsten ngto a

I'L L [|'|L' cute !I”ll.' l'LI”I.._'l
very much

from the pancreas
{yaints alive! Ed), and
the kidnevs are set in a
lavatory, The emphasis
mn Crerry the Cierm 1s
on fun and

fantasy there are no

high scores and no time

limats

Ceerry 15 one of four
new games from
Firebird due for release

at the end of November

that come into a new
- Hit games
I'he other three in this
initial Gang of Four are
Kaspulin, an amazing
Liinmate-like 30 arcade
adventure rOf which
titice miore later! Edi,
Runestone, which made
a briel appearance once
before from Games
Workshop and Costa
Cirprers, in the tradition
of Technician Ted
|ht’f~'|| all cost £7.95

CaleRory

and vou'll soon s the
Hot boxes “cos they're

For more red hot
news from Firebird
phone Phul Pratt on
D1-379 6755

imorove. All hi-tect
Frograms like
o8
reialively new idea th
Cna
A0 |

CY uSers nave Deer
5 i LITENT dZimil

|
[ r
I years

Intactit’s so simple
g

aven the ed could do
"

| yOu need 1o ao 5 !i'_‘-.."'|
0 your loading signal and
twiddle with the azimuth
screw until the signa
mproves
usea the “twiddie method
myself for some time. |

gut having

¢ agdcne. I pre-recorded signal on the must admit that | found
- i ready fape It already knowse Oparation Carot ok
-'-:.‘ uth exactly how the signal consistently more reliahle
1 i ':..I § SNould sound, so a few [he only doubt | have
. you thal  calculations are all that's  about Operation Caretaker
eaded lo determine is the cost. £9.95 isn't
i vhether the tape is particularly expensive bul
c ; . ] '_,'_”.-i.-_J al the correct it's ”i'.‘Fl"."i]l';|'|;_.]r,1r"
-.-.-r Uur cassetie spead, or it the ¢ arity of you re only going 1o need
i the signal is good enough now and then _':,,:; inlege
i =l g / 1 Tor a successtul LOAD vOu have more trowuhbile i
i 'TI i | Jsing both graphics than most the best thino
el A jles and text, the scree 10 d0 IS persuade v '
B 'I__ ad ar I- | utt hows the tape speed and ocal computer club to buy
._} &M 1815 the quality of the s gnal — one so it car :',.1'-.1'-'1'_!;:
i P_'I ':; o 11T £ not -_]l. ing a IJ i members as the nerd L
HUSSIL reading you'll need to irises. Alternatively

Y r. ... on | I'-'F-r..!'*-f'."l Il']l‘-“"'l :I-Hj .‘i;”“l]” 'fﬂl'
Oniains 4 Cléaning and Ine screwdriver provided
lemagnelising 1ape, a

until the readings

kKeep twiddling!

Tony Samuels
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hardfacts
Hardware hiccups are a hassle — write to
Stephen Adams and he'll do his best to come

up witha cure . . .

Let's kick off with a common printer problem. Paulo Felix
ol Portugal wanlts 1o know how to use his Brother HRS
with his Interface 1 using the lead supplied. This is
simple enough — just link pins 5.6 and B together inside
the plug and then it l work. Perhaps Sinclair should think
about including such info with its interfaces.

For some time Chris Price ol Hunlingdon has been
seeing black . . . thick black bars on his TV screen to be
precise! It turns out the Ferranti ULA chip had risen from
its socket so that only about half of the 40 pins were
making good contacl. Chris secured his firmly in place
with sellotape and all is now fine. The moral? Go gently
when you're connecting and disconnecting your add-ons.

David Savage also has a TV problem. When he
connects his issue 2 Speccy to his spanking new Toshiba
colour set, the glorious technicolour fades through a
sickly green to boring old monochrome. This can be fixed
Ly apening up your Speccy (wave bye-byes 1o your
warranty) and adjusling a capacitor to bring back the
colour. The capacilor is a brass screw with a plastic disc
round il — the one to twiddle is the one nearest the Iront
of the board. Issue 3 owners shouldn't need lo try this —
the improved ULA adjusts the colour all by itsell.

David also has a dicky Symbol Shift key and wants lo
repair it. The best thing 1o do is gel 2 whole new
keyboard underiay for a mere £2.50 irom any Spectrum
repair outfit.

Michael Dutfy of Eccleston has a trickier situation. His
Speccy won't work at all for about half an hour when he
first plugs it in — it crashes continually. All | can suggest
is to try pushing the ULA back into its socket (il it has
one) while the power is off. If this fails, you'll have lo
resort to prolessional repairs which will cost anything
from about T18 upwards. Good luck!

What do you do with a dead ZX Printer like A Munro's?
You could try a gentle sweep with a kiddy's paintbrush
otherwise it's back to Sinclair for a quick repair job.

Robert Foster has acquired a Carton ASCII keyboard
and wanis to interface it 1o his Speccy. Best to scrap ils
entire printed circuit board and rewire some (or all) of its
keys Speccy-style — see the Interface Zero article in ¥S
issue 5 for an appropriate diagram. Once done, connecl
the 13 wires to the Spectrum, eight to the address
socket. five to the keyboard socke! (soldered underneath)
and that should do the trick. Happy typing!

Did you know some people with Spectrums don'l play
games? J A Kirkman uses his 10 run a department in
Redhill Hospital, But he's got problems using the BETA
interface with the Kempston ‘E’ centronics interface.
These both use the same ROM area (B-16K) so, while
they both work with Interface 1 (which uses 0-8K), they
can’t both be used at the same time. The only solution is
to change to a non-ROM based interface — give il a try!
He also says that the only way he can gel his Speccy to
keep going is by leaving it on. He's had his on for three

years now and has had no problems! Oooh the poor
power supply . . . but | suppose it keeps the electricity
board happy!

And now a problem for those of you with a bil of cash
around, Barry Mutton who inhabits the Isle of Sheppy
can't print all those lovely £ signs using Tasword with his
Brother printer. To resolve this, just nip into the
‘Graphics definition’ routine and pop in the codes lo
produce a € sign. If you need more than four, deline one
character as the firs four and a second as the last four.
Then use the graphic character{s) in your lex| instead of
the £ sign. You won’t see £ on the screen but it will print
okay. You can save this mod to tape by saving Tasword
again using the 't" option on the menu.

That rounds off this month’s look at hardware
heartaches. I you've got any problems of your own, wrile
{0 in2, Stephen Adams, al Hard Facts, Your Spectrum, 14
Rathbone Place, London W1P 1DE and I'll see what | can

L e e ——




Ocean softwarc 15 .

behind a Chnissy
compilation tape fea-
’.|'.':‘;-.-' wome classic best
sellers from Ocean,

LS Gold and

Projects

L/ltimate
SOTwWar
Called They Sold A

Willion. the tape will

| Now vou all know the
Alphacom 32 dont

'.-l'.| " It's the .f’ \

HOW LOW CAN YOU GET?

st LY g5 ¢
I'he twin-tape pack

will feature Beach 1

Head. Daley Thomp-

son's Dex athlon, Sabre ¥ -
and if Santa s reading

Wulf and, vou guessed
it. Jet Set Willy! 501 i
vou haven’t already got
the set. it's going to be (

printer's old nval — the
one that's fully comp-
atible bul offers

Goling cheap but don't

¢ tell vou a tale with

s moral to it. Think

| back to Frontlines a
wiple of issues ago Do
vou remember the story
| about Vuican Electron-

ies and the great deal
were doing on thor

POy sticks '

they
Gunshot

| Guess who pot the
wrong end of the stick

| then? OK, we admit we
shot ourselves in the
foot on this one! We
should ve sad that the
Crunshot
package was priced

| from £16.92 not
€10.95. Sull a tau old
bargain, you have o

ynd intertace

vt

$o. what did Vulcan
do? Force Fri witlines
into a locked room Wit

a Gunshot and one

Reeclanax! And find
aut if vou've entered th
',"..L.I“-L...'L' dome 1n one
thid smooth I rankic

sweatshirts that Lcean
offered to YS readers
Ihe ten new sartonal

<onhisticates choscn at

T .1:.'.1!I| vm [rom the

| First the game — NOW

give it the bird!

G END OF THE STICK

il

bullet? Interface us 1o
the mains? Nope,
Frontfines lives on And
what's more Vulcan has
kindly agreed to Cover
up for our blunder The
good news for you s
that all the Y5 readers
who sent off cheques tos
the measly amount ol
£10.95 during the
month the mag was out,

h

|'|'i|.|'.|.‘h.1lll-1.“ ol cntres arc

Jonathan Stangroom of
Srratford-on-Avon,
Gordon Robertson of
Dalkeith, Kirst legeo ¢
5t Albans. Matthew
Lacroix of Halesworth

il=

I'roubleshootin® Pete o0
(O, gel ol of this lisi

the T-shirt!

Spock spotsillo gical price offer.

reat value
1’1l be in the shops DY
he end of November

just In time to get it on

our Christmas list. Oh

his he can get further

details from Ocean's PR
w6 1 =981 1488

improved quality and a
speed of B0 L‘fldr..ll.ll.':k i
cecond. So what's it
doine back in Frontlines
then? Dean Electronics
has just slashed 1ts price
10 a measly £29.95
including your first roll
of paper Rut the offer's
on only while stocks
last. so if you want onc
move fast! (0344)
£R5661 arc the digils wo

hial

will receive their Gun-
chots and Intcriaccs
e good news For us 1s
that Vulcan isn't knock-
ing the difference oft
our salaries.

And the moral of this
story? FINever trust a
story in Frontlines? Ed}
Nope, 1If we el you to
g Tor S 'r['ll'l.:!nﬂl.'. WLl

go for it!

['ve told vou, you're not
having a swedtshirt and
that's final! Ed), John
Roberts of Chesterfield,
C Welsh of Glasgow,
Anita Seeger ol
Rushden, David Toby

i of Winchelsea, Robent
Tilling of Broom and

§
'l'|

Warrington., Hey, no
sweat!

And if you cast your
rnmd*- back o 1“'-.'
compo you'll remember
we asked you who the
lead singer of Frankie
Goes To ]:ln“\".\uud
was
all knew, was Frank
Sinatra (Surely some
n.‘.:'.mku" Ed)

David O'Shaughnessy of

[he answer, as you
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microdriviny’
Have you experienced the joys and
heartaches of owning a Microdrive? Andy

Pennellhas and he’s here to sort out your

problems and share hints, tips and handy
routines . . .

Okay, okay, you win' So many of you have written in
about my Running Repairs program in ¥Sissue 8 and its
sequel Pafching up the 'drives that I've just got 1o start by
sorting it oul. The good news for those of you who gave
up typing it in or don'l have such a collector's item as
issue 8, the complete program will shortly be made
available by digi'T'ape. Don't order it ye! ‘cos it's not
ready — just keep walching this space for an
announcement soon.

i you did have a bash at typing in the assembly listing,
you may have discovered a slight problem — a number
of EQU statements were omitted as follows:

EVALBC D61E, CHKEND 0587, D_STR1 5CD6,
N-STR15CDA, T__STR1 5COC, DRIVE B3F8,

OPENM 1829, WRBUF 1230 and WRBIT 1878.

Some of these addresses vary according 1o which
Interface 1 ROM you have but the program takes care of
this with its own loak-up tables.

J. Ballard was among those who spotted the missing
£GUs. He aiso asked a tew poignant guestions: What
filename is given to a blanked seclor so he can delete it,
and what are the two checksums for? Easy enough — a
blanked sector is given the strange filename CHRS
0+CHRS 1+CHRS 2+ . . . and so on up lo CHRS 9. As ils
name starts with CHRS 0, the file won't show up in a CAT
but believe me, it’s there. The first checksum
caorresponds to DESCHK and will show up possible
corruption of the filename section of a sector. The
second checksum is DCHK and will show up errors in the
aclual data area of a sector.

Hardware is not really my forte but Microdrives will be
Microdrives and a lot of you seem o have bother with
them. Typical is Patrick Kane who gets the syntax error
*?" in valid Interface 1 commands as well as other
spurious error reports. This is the Interface 1 ROM failing
10 page in when it shouid. The Interface 1 commands are
then fed to the Spectrum's normal ROM which flags them
as errors.

Patrick lists the various solulions he's tried, none of
which work all the time. One thing he hasn't trled is
cleaning his Speccy's edge connector (use a clean pencil
eraser) — | know from personal experience that this
often works! Charies Buszard wrote in to point ouf that a
quick clean can also cure spurious ‘Microdrive not
presen!” errors. Incidentally, Sinclair says there is
nothing wrong with Patrick's imerface!

C. Oswin also has a connection problem — he wants
lo place one drive on lop of the other, as his desk is too
shori to take them side-by-side, but he can't gel a
suitable cable. Sinclair used to supply a connecting cable
that was about six inches long but most users have a
cable hall this length. It seems that the connecting cables
should be as short as possible lo prevent interference
problems and | have my doubts about the long extension
leads thal some companies sell. My advice is to do
things the proper way — use a short cable 1o the Speccy
and the double-connectors between the drives. Sorry Mr
Oswin but | respectfully sugges! you buy a shori piece of
wood and some nails!

Finally a sob story from ¥S hack Max Phillips and his
Droid Wars program in next issue. Guess who saved his
development wark repeatedly onlo the same cartridge?
Guess whose Speccy had a lit and formatted the tape for
him? Moral — always make back-ups as you work on lo
fwo tapes! Max now uses a save routine that saves on to
two drives, saves on o cassetle, saves across the
network, blows an EPROM and punches a paper tape
connected to the RS232!

That's it lor another month. Don't forget thal if you've
got any hints and tips, handy roulines or nasty problems
with the Microdrive or Interface 1 this is the place to air

them. Write to Microdrivin', ¥S, 14 Rathbone Place,
London W1P 1DE.



Most people have heard of, and by
now seen pictures of, the new 128K
Speccy. But very few have ever used
one. Sinclair flatly denies that there are
machines in the UK (most of the
design and testing work must have
been done over the phone) so 1 packed
up a Y& survival kit (including a bunch
of tapes, an Interface | and
Microdrive) and sel off for one of the
world's shortest breaks in sunny Spain
My mission? To penetrate the top
secrel and heavily armed Investronica
factory in Madnd

I'he Spanish connection 15 easy 10
follow. Investronica is Sinclair's
Spanish distributor and will soon be
manufactunng 11s own ‘.‘5prctrurn+-
I'he 128K Speccy is its idea
designed specifically to séil in Spain
and Mexico. But a lot of the work on
the new machine has been done by
Sinclair's Metalab and there are odd
machines holed up in English software
houses working on 128K software. No
one knows when an English version
might appear, if it will at all — though
I'll bet my last pesata it won't be this
vear. The machine | used at
Investronica's research lab wasn't even
a finished Spanish machine so there's
little reason to suspect that an English
128 will be anything like this

I'he 128 looks very different in the
pictures but it turns out to be a familiar
friend — a Hpcrtrum* case and
keyboard with *128" tippexed on the
top and a huge chunk of gun metal
bolted on the nght hand side. It's a real
heatsink and when they say "heat’ they
mean heat — it’s painful to the touch
I'here's also a separate numeric keypad
which plugs into the front nght of the
unit. Other things have changed too;
the MIC and EAR ports have been
moved to the left hand side, next to the
reset trigger and a combined RS232
and MIDI port using one of those Ul
style phone jacks.

Round the back, there's an RGB
port for a proper colour monitor
Investronica’s machines were totin’
BMC's OL monitor producing a
display like you've never seen before
I'he colours are dazzling, rock steady
and pin sharp. Try and stipple this and
you won't get far! It's a con though —
the QL needs a much higher resolution
monitor than a Speccy and it's unlikely
you'll bolt something this good onto
yours. Investronica 1s also trying to
hgure a way to get a colour um‘l;‘nbkltr:
video signal onto the same plug. This'll
let you use an El Cheapo quality
monochrome screen for programming
and word processing and just go for
colour when you need to on a TV set.

I'he acid problem with the 128 is
compatability with existing software
the Spectrum’s design leaves nothing
for you to play around with. And most
;wuymnh stretch the machine 1o its
limit » much so that one slip and
existng software just won'l 20 On an
u;'u_._m-.iui machine. The 128 takes the
tough and rehable solunon even if it
might be hard 1o get along with it's
schizophrenic

[HESPELTHUN
WITH NO NAME

The 128K Speccy hits the streets in Spain this month but we still
don’t know if and when we’ll see it over here. Beyond the call of
duty free, Max Phillips flew to Spain to try out the secret Sinclair.

Switch it on and it's a 128K
Spectrum and it's not very compatible
with yvour existing programs. Enter the
command SPECTRUM and bang goes
your 128K, bang goes your RS232/
MIDI interface, bang goes your
numeric keypad and you're staring a
Spectrum+ in the face. There's no way
to go back and use any of the 128K
features without resetting the system —
no, not even from machine code.

The advantage 1s that the 48K mode
shouwld be 100) per cent guaranted, no
strings, genuinely \.i!'lllj"dtlhh.' with all
existing programs. | say should because
the machine 1 saw wasn't —
Investronica claims that because
current 128s use EPROMS (and ves,
the first lucky owners will get EPROM
machines) then there are timing
differences that stop turbo-loading
tapes working and there seem 1o be
other odd hiccups still 10 sort out, Sull,
the brute force ‘48K mode’ method
should make perfect software
compatability possible.

The expansion connector is
unchanged and most add-ons will work
as before in 48K mode and pn“ll".ll'l, ]
128K mode. The only hitch is with
add-ons that attempt to load software
into RAM during power-up or reset.
Sorry, since it powers up as a 128K
machine, many such add-ons will be in
real trouble. This may effect ROM
based games but 1 don't think that's
going to bother anyone unduly.

The disadvantage o dual modes is
that you're going to need special 128K
version of programs to use the new
features. Simple Basic program s work
fine in both modes but anything that's
remotely trick won't and that includes
99 per cent of commercial products.
Still, the transition has already started
and there are games being given the
| 28K treatment (not mentioning any
names, Ocean).

128K SURPRISES

128K mode is something of a shock.,
It provides a proper intelligent screen
editor, a calculator and a sort-of
enhanced ZX Basic. Numero Uno (as
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they kept saying) is that the single
keypress keyword system has been
junked. In 128K mode, you type out
keywords letter-by-letter (sorry, no
abbreviations allowed). Programs are
entered and edited with a full screen
editor — a bit ke writing vour
programs with Tasword. You can
switch back to a ‘command mode’
where you can enter Basic commands
by pressing Cambio-Cmnd on the
numeric pad (Cambio — that's Symbol
Shift to you and me)

All editing really takes place using
the keypad although some of the keys
(hke the cursor keys and delete keys)
are duplicated on the main keyboard
The keypad provides — wait for it
cursor movement by character, word
and line as well as jumping 1o the start
of the previous Basic line or the end of
the next. You can delete by character
or by word in either direction, The
editor is also pretty smart — it splits
multiple statement lines up onto
separate screen hnes and will scroll up
and down the hsting as you move
through 1t. There's no more stopping 1o
reLIST a bit of program or hitting up
arrow five times to get to the line you
want. Better still, you've still got on-
entry syntax checking — press Enter
and the position of any mistake is
highlighted. The 128 even uses a bug-
shaped UDG instead of the grotty old
question mark!

I'he Basic editor is nothing short of a
dream. Any time you lose, typing out
keywords in full, will quickly be saved
by the time it takes to get the whole
program in and working. That said, it
does lack things every self-respecting
screen editor should have; there's no
search and replace, no copying and
moving hines and so on .,

Basic programs written in 125K
mode (with fully typed keywords) can
be loaded in 48K mode and vice-versa
and will run quite happily provided
they don’t do anything too tricky. You
can also use the extra facilities of 128K
mode to write a program and then
switch with SPECTRUM with vour
program still intact. Well, that's the
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CHEETAH" SWEET TALKER" “'
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MEGASOUND

Foif 48K Spectrum and LX Specirum +
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Digital Drum System
for the Spectrum

e —
8 DIGITALLY RECORDED REAL DRUM SOUNDS
SIMPLE TO USE — UP AND RUNNING IN ONLY MINUTES
A TRUE DIGITAL DRUM MACHINE
‘REAL TIME' OR ON-SCREEN PROGRAMMING
COMPLETE WITH SOFTWARE
EXTRA SOUNDS CAN BE LOADED FROM TAPE
CREATIVE, EDUCATIONAL AND FUN
THE MOST EXCITING PERIPHERAL EVER DEVELOPED

[ ] & i Lt o !: [ ] =

1000 PROGRAMMED RYTHMS
TAPE SYNC FACILITY

SONGS CAN BE SAVED ON TAPE
POLYPHONIC

COMPREHENSIVE MANUAL A
JUST PLUG INTO YOUR HI FI 1 WILLOWBROOK SCIENCE PARK, CRICKHOWELL ROAD, ST MELLONS, CARDIFF

TELEPHOMNE | CARDNWFF (02221 TTTIAT TELEX 497454
{Enport snguiries - contact Chestash direct )
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theory — 1 couldn't even get the demo
tape to load in 128K mode. The odds
are in your favour if you want to move
your machine code programs across as
well — provided your routines aren't
too big, don’t rely on the standard
Spectrum ROM or step all over any of
the new interface and bank-switching
gear!

Once you're in command mode -
you use the E command to go back to
editing your program — the keypad
acts as a four function calculator. It
seems to use ZX Basic for its
arithmetic routines and Investronica
claims that it has an enormous number
of calculator memories (probably Basic
vanables) even if there was no-one
around who knew how to work them!

I'he other extra application is the
ability to use the screen editor as a text
editor. You just type, for example, E
AS and, yes, you get to edit AS. A
couple of the keypad functions change
here — instead of start and end of
previous and next Basic statements,
you can scroll up and down by
screenfuls. The editor works in insert
mode or overtype mode or can be set
to automatically indent text — the left
margin sticks wherever the cursor was
when you entered S/ A mode. Quite
what you use this for I'm not sure. You

can also train the editor to wordwrap
so that words don’t get split at the ends
of lines.

Although most big machines have a
text editor as standard, it seems a bt
out of place on the Speccy. It's not a
word processor as it doesn't offer half
the facilities you need and can't format
the text for printing. But it could come
in handy for creating data files or
source code for programs in other
languages and 50 on. Since you can
specify the variable to edit, you can
keep several text “files’ and programs
in memory and use the calculator all at
once.

128K mode Basic is good ol” ZX
Basic with extensions for sound and for
handling the extra memory. There's
also talk that it will feature handy
extras such as RENUM and DELETE
but we'll have to wait and see.

Sound is very changed — for a start
there's a hole where the uny little
speaker should go. Sound 1§ now
produced (in both 48K and 128K
maodes) through the TV speaker or
through a Hi-Fi or cassette recorder
connected to the MIC socket. So all
existing programs are suddenly a ot
noisier and you've got volume control.
I'his means that everything from simple
BEEP commands to complex sound

programs such as Tony Samuels
Samsynthin Y519 will all work a
lot better!

In 128 mode, the beeper is banished
forever — there's one of those jolly
8912 chips which provides three
scparate voices for chords, pure sound
and white noise and limited envelope
control. This allows you to do passable
impersonations of BBC Micros and
Commodore 64s although 128 Basic
doesn't appear to provide complete
control of the chip.

SUPER SOUNDS

The new sound command is PLAY
followed by one or more strings
containing a music program in single
letter instructions and numbers, For
example Y sets the type of sound, O
sets the octave and so on. You can
embed comments inside PLAY strings
to make the otherwise cryptic strings
more readable. PLAY can also be used
with the MIDI interface . . . this is
three spare pins on the RS232 port
that let the 128 talk to all sorts of
musical instruments, synthsisers and so
on. The interface supports up to eight
voices rather than the three on the
built-in sound chip. In theory,
programs that are written for the 8912
chip will work straightaway on

128 WIDE OPEN...

The new modulator supples the TV with both a
picture and a sound signal.

Tne Spectrum Plus-style
resel switch returns you
1o 126K mode

The MIC and EAR ports
mave moved (o the left=—
edge of the board.

proviges both an R5232
part and a MIDI port.

Wow . 3 whole 128K
RAM i B4K bit chips

Connection for an AGB monitor is on an &-pin DiIN
plug. Prodochinn machings should #isa have &
colour composite video signal on this cannector,

Here's oud old friend the Sincdalr ULA, Rumour has
i that it s exactly the same as the ong in the

normal Speccy!

2XBAT Here we g0 again
what this does? We reckon it's @ custom chip that
provides the bank swilching as well as all the axtra
new bils such as the MIDI and R$232 intertaces bashing away at the heart
but we're open 10 suggestions .

The edge connector i3 unchanged from pravious
Spectrums 50 all add-ons should work In 48K

mode and mamy may work in 128K mods. Those
that load software into RAM during initialisation

may not work at all

#ryons want 1o tell gs

A nice 11 32K EPROM with every new maching
although Invesironica will switch to 32K ROMs as
soon as the dusl is ssttled.

The ZB0 processor still
ol every Spectrum _ .

Powar pack plugs in hete

just don't try one off
your old Spectrum as the
128 needs a more
powerul unit

There, thal didn'l hun Danger very warm I
much gid it? Sticking one heatsink! And you

of thiae 8812 chips Into thought they wene 200
the Spectrum gives il 3 style go-laster siripes
respectabie 3-wowce

sound generaior

Oops . the hole here is whers the Spectrum's
fimy ioudspeaker would have been. The speake:
apparently interfered with the new 8812 sound
chip. Besides, sound through the TV is & vast
improvemeant .
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anything plugged nto the MIDI
interface but, again, the 128 | tried
refused to co-operate.

Sound has to be one of the 128's
radical improvements. Although
Speccy games lead the world, their
sound always has to be taken with a
pinch of imagination. Even a simple
128 mode conversion can include 8912
support and the transformation will be
dramatic. The best thing | saw a 128
do was the machine situng next 1o
mine and it did it for the entire time |
was in the building. Hooked to a fancy
Casio organ and in turn to a Hi-Fu, it
ran through a superb rendition of five
popular tunes repeatedly. And it did it
without reaching for its microdrive —
all five tunes were loaded into memory
and switched between automatically.
It's an English demo program so
expect to hear of it soon . .

Investronica stalled on the exact
details of the bank-switched memory
system — as it did on the bulk of
technical details. Its reason is that
things might be changing dramatically
— they sure are in for a busy month!
The basic principles are 128K RAM
divided up into 16K pages, any four of
which can appear at any position in the
£80’s 64K addressing space. There's
32K ROM on board (EPROMS on
early machines) divided into 16K for
the original Spectrum ROM and 16K
for the 128K mode ROM. One source
suggests that either the top or bottom
half of the ROM is paged into the first
16K of the Z80's address space.
However, Investronica detailed a much
more sophisticated and versatile idea —
on power-up, résel or entening
SPECTRUM, the appropriate 16K of
code is copied from ROM into a 16K
RAM page and that page is then
switched into 0-16K of the memory
map.

This first page of memory is then,
apparently, write-protected so that it
appears to be ROM. If this turns out to
be the case, it should be possible to
pull all sorts of lunatic stunts such as
altenng ZX Basic and then switching
to 48K mode. If the software control is
there, you should also be able to
dispense with the ROM altogether and
run pure 64K programs. What a shame
video memory still starts at location
16384 — vou still can't persuade a
Speccy to run the standard CP/M
operating system without extra
hardware. Rats!

In 48K mode, three RAM pages are
switched in above the page pretending
10 be the 16K ROM. Who cares which
pages they are as once they're in, the
banking is disabled and vou can't
switch to any of the other pages.
I'here’s nothing a program can do,
however wayward, to get back to 128K
maode.

In 128K mode, three pages are
switched in to give you a normal 48K
system but the remaining 64K (four
pages) are available by the bank-
switching mechanism. This gives you
around 104K free for Basic programs

and their data and a maximum of
around 120K for pure machine code.
Remember that the system variables
and screen area are stll going to steal
around 8K of the space.

RAM DISK

The extra memory appears to be
supported from Basic by the rather
crude solution of a RAM disk — using
the commands LOAD! and SAVE! So
long programs have to be split into
chunks and called from the RAM disk
as needed. Note that this is non-
standard syntax in terms of Interface |
commands — you'd expect some new
channels but, of course, not every 128
owner will have an Interface 1 and
there isn't room to put some or all of
the Interface 1 stuff in the 16K ROM
in the machine. However, it should be
possible 10 do your own bank-
switching using IN, OUT, PEEK and
POKE if you need greater control.
Machine code programs can, of course,
mike the entire 104K (or 120K if the
ROM really can be replaced with
RAM) apears as one continuous
chunk.

The 128’s RS232 port is the same as
the Interface 1's port — Investronica
says 1U's pin compatible but since the
pins are a different shape, you'll need a
new cable anyway! It's a shame that 1t's
not an enhanced version of the port as
anyone who's tried it will know that
you can die trying to make it do full-
duplex (transmit and receive data at
the same time). This makes it fine for
printers and micro-to-micro links but
modems will still be a pain in the neck.
If you've got an Interface | attached,
the built-in RS232 remains what
Investronica calls ‘the pnmary device'.
Quite how your programs address the
Interface 1 RS232 or how current
programs will react to the new port
remains to be seen . . .

As for pricing, Investronica sells old
48K Spectrums for 27000 pesetas
(around £122) and Spectrum+s for
36000 pesatas (£164). It's price of
50000 pesatas for the new 128K
machine works out at £230 over here
which i1s probably no guide at all.

So how good is the 1287 The extra
memeory and improved sound opens up
all sorts of possibilities for new
software. But the 128 is a bit messy
since it doesn’t incorporate or build-on
the facilities provided by the Interface
1. Neither does it (apparently) provide
any serious enhancements to the ageing
ZX Basic other than a bare minimum
of support for the new hardware
features.

It will be interesting to sce how the
machine changes when it makes it to
an English version. Certainly, 1 could
think of things I'd rather have than a
simple (and rather slow) text editor.
And who needs a four-function
calculator when all you need to do s
stick the keyword PRINT before the
calculations? OK Sinclair, we're
interested and we know you can do it
. . . why are we waiting?
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Here's how the Spanish 128K Spectrum
looks at the moment. Be warned, all
details subject to change on production
and UK versions!

PROCESSOR
Z80A, 3.5 Mhz

MEMORY

128K RAM in 16K pages
32K ROM, 16K original Spectrum Rom for
48K mode, 16K for new 128K mode

As Spectrum

KEYBOARD

As Spectrum with extra Extended mode/
Symbol-shift keys for Spanish characters
Separate numeric keypad for use in 128K
mode. Provides calculator and screan
gditing keys

8912 sound chip, 3 voices, pure sound and
white noise. New PLAY command provides
control from Basic. Sound is played
through TV — there is no internal speaker

BUILT-IN SOFTWARE

ZX Basic, Text Editor, Calculator, Basic
screen editor

As Spectrum in 48K mode. In 128K mode
keywords must be typed in full and there
are extensions for Ram disk drive (LOAD!
SAVE!, CAT!) and PLAY

INTERFACES

RS5232, MIDI music interface, RGH
monitor, Compaosite Video monitor. MIC
EAR and expansion connector as
apectrum

50000 pesatas in Spain

UK price £1807
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v
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The keypad is standard and provides
editing keys and a calculator.
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Peter Dawson on Bruce Lee

If you want my advice Ihwack gverything thal
moves — the more violeni you are the belter.
This ain't a game for the faint-hearted!

You've got to collect all the lanterns in the
lirst three rooms belore you can proceed
Then go fo the middie room and look for the
exil

You'll be attacked by the Ninja throughout
the game, though they're a bil wimpy. The
Green Yamo (s a completely different kettle of
karate — 50 keep out of his way

To get your own back on the enemy, lel
them take thelr lying kicks at you, then
double back and go-a-chopping in their
direction. It'Il take three blows lo knock oul
the Green Yamo buf only fwo fo finish off a
Ninja

When you eventually reach the wizard
avoid his eyes — the lireballs he sends oul
are lethal. Talk about looking daggers!

it o]

24



S EEEN

i

I K E, Fl
(OVER MODE, DRAW RAIDIALLY, AR(

v UG s an vourl Spectrum . then voug vilventure Gamies, Educational, Training

find PAINTPLUS nist only a complet sicpentifie programs and run oul of momoor
h - 4 q T, 1T TN | villig s umyed 1
kit but also the simplest o s Because Lhe graping namdimg Asum

Justa few of the things youcando...

PAINTPLUS({GRAPHICS SUITE 1)
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NOW YOU CRN EXPLOIT
SPECTRUM GRAPHICS
TOTHE ULTIMATE.

Withthe Graphics Suite from Print'n Plotter.

If you're interested in producing great graphics with your Spectrum,
s 3 L . g a7 i i i i

And vou don’t have to be an expert. Even with no programming
knowledge the programs will enable vou to produce fantastic graphics
to use in every piece of software you write.

Or vou can us¢ them just for the fun of producing computer art.

Each of the programs are inter-active and together they form the
most accomplished graphics toolkit you will find on the market today.

contained and cover a specific area of graphics programming.
With Print 'n’ Plotter’s "GRAPHICS SUITE",
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ORDER NOW OR ASK YOUR
LOCAL COMPUTER SHOP!




A
SPLIT JURY

I was casually looking
through the game reviews in
ish 19, choosing which
hyper-brilliant new software to
buy when horror of horrors,
heavens to mergatroyd — they
weren't there! What vou may
ask? The ratings were there,
the reviews were there and
even a picture of the screens.
Not only that, the prices were
there as well. Bur the joystick
jury, with all their skill and
talent (crawl), forgot to
include those little boxes with
the all important hit 'n’ misses.
Well spotted, ¢h? How about
a Trainspotter Award?

And bring back hits 'n’
misses!
Chris Lee
Hull

Call yourself a trainspotter?
Pheweee — you couldn’t spor
the 9.25 to King's Cross if you
were sirapped o the track. We
did say that we were dropping
the hirs and misses. But if yvou
want them back or you want
anything else added let us
know. How do rthe rest of you
feel? Ed.

B e e
SHOP SOILED

How's this for a great scam?
Next time you go into a shop
with a Speccy on display and
you want to show off your
programming skills, try this
httle program.

1 PRINT *Your Message™:
POKE 23692,100: POKE
23613,82: GOTO 0 then
press Enter. Now type POKE
23756.0 then enter and run
that. And what's the result?
That's right, a forever scrolling
message that can only be
¢rasced by pulling the plug. Tee
h n.f

Just so you know how it
works as well, the first POKE
is for infinite scroll, the second
disables the Caps Shift/ Break
Command and the third
returns the line to 0.

Chris Barker
Peterborough

And we all know the message
you're going to print — “YS§ is
..~ You can fill in the
appropriate phrase here,
provided of course, that it
starts with the word mega! Ed.
el W P PREAP S T e B
STUFF'N’
NONSENSE

Okay you dirty rats! Listen up
and listen good! Y'see, I'm
sorta new to this stuff (very
new) and I'm wondering if you
would (crawl, crawl) start a
column for new hackers like
me who don’t know how to
break into games. I've
collected YS since issue 12 so

| don't know if you've covered

away fo |
W1P 1DE ar

d Rathbone Place, London
you could be the star with the

rm Write away right

bundle of free software!

the ground in previous issues.
I'd be grateful if you'd let me
know where 1 can find out
how to go about putting in the
POKESs. By the way, while I'm
here would you (grovel,
grovel) tell me where 1 can
obtain ssuc 14 as | missed it
Steven Robertson

Dundee

Youi're obviously so new to
stuff” that you've never
noticed our fab XS back issues
page. You'll find there not
only issue 14 but some of the
articles on hacking you want.
Now go off and have a look —
and hurry up about i, you're
holding up the whole of
Forum.... Right, can we carry
on now? Ed.

R =T WA 1§ NS e s
TAPE TROUBLE

I'm writing in to complain
about the quality of Speccy
tapes. I've just bought
Hunchback Il — one side
doesn’t load and the other side
only just loads.

Some tapes are 50 bad that
they wreck your recorder and
the rest of your tapes.
Something should be done
about this.

Tim Doulton
Horsham, East Sussex

This is a complaint thar we
seem o be hearing more and
more of. Let us know if you
too have noticed a remarkable
drop in tape quality and we'll
take it up with the software
houses. Troubleshootin® Pete.

e R
WILLY NILLY

Always ready to accept a
challenge, 1 thought I'd have a
bash at the one you set in ish
18. Yes, it's JSWII time! Well,
being a genius as well as very
clever {And nearly as modest
as yours truly! Ed), | very
soon came up with da goods.
I'he following line when added
to the mega-brill hacking
program in Y5 will remove the
infinite death syndrome at the
touch of a button (0 to be
precise!). This s extremely
useful when you're playing the
game with just the infinite lives
POKEs.

170 DATA 33, 62, 229, 34,
208, 122, 33, 219, 254, 34,

210, 122, 33, 31, 56, 34, 212,
122, 33, 1, 52, 34, 214, 122

If you should get stuck in
the wall after using this you'll
have 1o teleport out.

Finally, to make a long story
even longer, | found these
POKESs using Mickmon, a
superb, brill, mega (We ger the
idea, Ed) Disassembler/
Monitor. When the bugs have
been steam ironed out then |
just might send you a copy!
Michael West
Bingley
Get those bugs out and send it
in. Then we can all go back 1o
hacking JSWII. What am |
saying? Troubleshootin' Pete.

S —————
SITUATION NOT
VACANT

I would like to apply for the
Ed’s job as he obviously
doesn’t have a clue of how 10
do it himself.

| know you think that
nobody reads Input/Output
but there are a few of us
weirdos around. In Y5 19
Input/Output seems to have
developed a serious stutter
and repeated five of your free
ads.

I just thought | would let
you know of this indiscretion
and pick up a Trainspotter
Award (and the job!)

Mark J Weirdo jnr OBE.
Full time genivs and
president of the ‘Hugo is a
weird name’ society,

You wouldn 't last two minutes
in this place. If you think
you're weird you want to meet
the Ed — or rather you don’t!
Now that's what I call weird!
Count yourself lucky he's let
you off withowt a Trainspotter
Award. Troubleshootin® Peie.
R R St ST

SKOL DAZE

Is Troubleshootin® Pete totally
thick and unco-ordinated or
does he just do a good
impression. ( You should see
his James Cagney. Ed)

| am, of course, referring to
¥'S 19 your feature on Frankie
Coes To Hollywood. First, he
proves he doesn't know his
left from his right — he says
you stick out your right arm
when walking but it's the left

arm.
As if this wasn't enough he
has the nerve to get his
spelling wrong — Murder,
Mystery and Suspence.
Suspence? What kind of
spelling s this for a reviewer?
Didn’t he go to school at all?
Steven Duke
Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Lok her Il hav yu no the i wnt
to a v gd skool — Eaton az it
appns ar im a vry gud spellar.
Troubleshootin® Pil.

s
COMPUTER CRAZY

Can you please send me any
information on the effects that
computers are having on our
health and how they affect
society — or perhaps some
addresses where | could obtain
information of this type. |
need this for my social studies
project on Computers and
Society at Hind Leys
Community College

Daniel Murray
Loughborough, Leics

Here at the Castle Rathbone
funny farm for computer
related disorders we're all far
too normal 1o know anyrhing
about this. Look I rold vou,
not tonight Josephine... sorry
abowt that. But, we've got
some pretty sick readers who
are dying to help you — fust
drop us a line here. Now |
must go and put on that nice
Jacket with the arms ai the
back! Ed.
TS A |
FOR THE CHOP
Just lately, I've been playing
The Way of the Exploding
Fist. Well, after hours of
non-stop playing and countless
almost fatal injunes, | found
myself confronted by the
clusive Tenth Dan himself. He
sprang at me and within a
couple of seconds | was biting
the dust. As you can imagine,
| was more than a little bt
upset by his unnecessary
display of contempt towards
me. So, | sprang back and beat
him up with a few tricks of my
own. As he went down for the
second time, | expected a
‘Congratulations’ message but
to my shock and horror
another Tenth Dan appeared.
Not one to be beaten casily, |
fought back the tears and as
anger overcame dismay |
started to beat up man after
man. Each time a man went
L!IIW“, 'Ilrl CAamC ami |l!h:.'r onc
When | reached the score of
188,500 points, nature called
and I just had to pull the plug.
So, here 1 was sitting in
front of my Speccy, staring
blankly at the small white dot
at the centre of my telly screen
when it struck me! “Ouch”, |
cried! “It's about time the
boffins at Y5 heard about
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OLEVELS

not just revision but also tuition

for the spectrum 48k
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INCLUDING INTERFACE
PLUGS STRAIGHT INTO SPECTRUM PLUS
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« AUTO FIRE MODE

« KEMPSTON COMPATIBLE

« STABILIZING SUCTION CUPS

« SPECTRUMOR PLUS* UNBEATABLE OFFER

RICTAMT RECDATH,
Va FANT DESFATLH

qo

~L . €

|'II 'L

T T Tl
SENL FUR T

PRICEBREAKTHROUGH

SWITCHABLE
JOYSTICK
INTERFACE

ONL Y f’Z 9\9F’DST FREE

* ALL THREE SYSTEMS AT THE FLICK OF A SWITCH
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this™. So, frantically typing, 1
churned out this letter, stuck it
in an envelope and sealed it
and then made my mum post
it — 1 was suffering from Total
Game Stress, so [ couldn’t go!
By the way, if anyone out
there can beat my score, |
would very much not like to
hear from them!
Andrew Hunter, the next
Bruce Lee
Battersea, London

All | can suggest Bruce is that
you very much don't turn to
Go For Gold or your nasty
atack of Total Game Siress
could prove fatal. Ed.

PICTURE THIS
Whilst reading my September
Y5, my eye was taken by the
offer you ran on the
Picturesque Editor/
Assembler. Can't be bad |
thought, so | popped a cheque
for the necessary and a copy
of the news item in the post.
T'his was on Thursday
morning. It's now Saturday
and guess what's just dropped
through my letterbox. Yep,
you've got it — or rather I've
got it, my copy of
Picturesque's Editor/
Assembler.

Congrats to Picturesque for
a speedy and efficient service
and to put the icing on the
cake | got my cheque back as

per the offer. Needless to say |
have now sent off for the
Monitor — at £1 offl

J A Snagg

Whitley Bay, Tvne 'n’ Wear

Aah, if only all letters were
like this. Let's hear it for
happy contented YS readers
and put an end to all this
moaning and griping. What
d'vou mean, no chance? Oh,
OK let's get on with the
grumbling! Ed.

L e —
SAVAGE

BEAST
I really have had it up to here

with all those namby pambies
whining on and on about
Sinclair Research and how
they're now on to their
twentieth Spectrum (due 1o
arrive within rwenty-eight days
from Uncle Clive) because the
other nineteen cither went up
in smoke or went into a
permanent state of sulk.

Well, | ask vou, is it really
Sinclair’s fault? No, it certainly
is not. The problem is too
much pampering. The only
language a computer
understands these days is
violence — a quick punch in
the PCB. If my Speccy dared
to report tape loading error or
some such hke, it knows that it
would get a swift jerk of the
choke chain, and pronto. The

What | want to know is what
| has happened to the Your
Speccy so-called MEGA game
reviewers? Has Dougie Bern
gone soft? Maybe he needs a
holiday? (I doubr it! Ed) What
| am | wittering about | hear
you cry? Well, 1 hearby claim
the ¥S§ Trainspotter Award for
this month, year, decade,
century, millenium and the
week after. 5o there. {Oh 3o
that’sit . .. ¢ ' mon out with it!
Edj You see | was flicking
through wunderful why-ess
{Why indeed? Ed) when |
camc to Way of the Exploding
Fist. You will see that it says
(and 1 quote) “You've got to
be good to get this far™ and if
you look closely at the picture,
you'll see it’s in demo mode.
Answer that Mister Ed!
David “Eagle eves' Hosier
Christchurch, Dorsel

P.S. 1 enclose 1p towards TP's
salary and 2p for the Ed.

—

( This creeping gets less subtle
everyday. Ed).

P.P.S. If this letter is not
printed 1 will demand my
money back or you will be
forced (I've got a big brother
you know) to play JSWior
three months.

Hey . .. don't push it you.
Dodgie’s got his own big
brother and the pair of them
are into real karate never mind
Fist! Hesides, 1 ihink ine
brainblotter’s done rather well |
getting to the demo mode all

by himself . . .

As for doubling TP's
rmionthly income — shame on
vou! Don't you know that
wealth corrupts the young? So,
veah, alright, mumble-
grumble, | s'pose you can have
vour Trainspotter certificate.
But just for a month mind you
— we can't get everything right |
for the next 12000 issues. Ed. |

same goes for microdrives: |
only have the one but the
slightest little nibble on a
cartridge and he'd be
connected up to the mains
before you could say Jack
Flash. (Jack Flaaaagh! Ed).
Anyway, | can’t spend all
day gossiping, | have a litter of
light pens to house train.
lan Williamson
Bradford. West Yorkshire
PS Tell that Shaw person to
wake up for a minute and tell
me how to do fancy border
patterns (stripes and so on
and it had better be in Basic
or I'll be round with the choke
chain.

OK, pal — think you can
frighten me with the promise
of the old choke chain, eh?
I've been threatened by devils
who'd have you for breakfast
(Me frinstance! Ed). Stick this
Up your user port:

10 BORDER 0: BORDER 0
BORDER 1: BORDER 2:
BORDER 3: BORDER 4:
BORDER 0: PAUSE 1: GO
| TO 10

Troubleshootin’ Pete.

ARE YOU SHAW?
How dare you mock G AD

Shaw in Y5 19 when he wrote
in about a number of new
games. You're wrong and |
should know — I recently
bought a copy of Manic
Mooner in my local
off-licence. (That figures! Ed)

Also on the stand of
budget-price software were the
following games. At first, |
thought they were a joke too,
but after seeing them on a
| friend’s computer, | was
convinced, The games were
called Daley Thompson's
Supervesi, Underpanis,
Lampshade, and Sober Wilf
(Koko's cousin).

I believe that the firms
producing the games are
trying to “fool” the public into
thinking they're buying
reputable games — and
although the games are OK,
it's still a con!

Sam H Waghar

Barnsley. South Yorks

A con, eh? §'pose you'd know,
Sari. Fuiririyv now yoii live fust
down the road from G A D
Shaw. Stranger still how your
name just happens to be an
anagram of Graham Shaw.
All coincidence, eh? Plul teh
toher oen, ist gto blels no.
fanag.) De.

T PR A R T F !
ON THE DOLE

Beep, beep. I claim my
trainspotter award. [ was

scanning your Road Runner

road map of (fabaroonee)
Highway Encounter when it
suddenly hit me in the central
reservation (ouch!) that there
wias summit missing.
Approximately one hundred
beady one eyed meanies
missing to be exact. (One
hundred and forty-eight to be
exactly exact actually! Ed)
Just ‘cos your art dept
couldn’t squeeze in all the
screens of Zone 0, a hundred
meanies were made redun-
dant. It's all jolly unfair to
beady one eyed, easy to zap
meanics.
Steve Thrashmore Thurlow
Debenham, Suffolk
I couldn’t agree with you
more, Steve. And what makes
it worse is that the poor devils
ain't got arms, so they can't
sign on! Ed

A e
JERRY BUILT
GAMES

Whilst reading the review of
Dambusters in your brilliant
mag, | noticed a new German
secret weapon! The single
engined Mel 107!

Perhaps the Amerncan
writers should watch a few
more films in which Yankie
stars like Burt Lancaster win
the war single handed. So,
how's about a Trainspotter
Award then?

Christopher Lewis
Port Talbot, W, Glamorgan

I don't really think you deserve
a Trainspotter Award How
about a Planespouer certificate
instead? Ed.

L T
LITTLE PLEADER
To the Legal Department of

Y'S. Case: Frank Bruno's
Boxing. Judge Prgsiding: Very

Honourable Kesfl Cox.
Prosecution: d Defendant:
Roger Willi ;

ey

itely proves

CTOWa B hfaimfp =

L
0k piges ‘% Silfake
A ol ok Fiderirdof )
ma-ﬁ Tihe prbsceutiori

'@ Therefore that Willis
should serve no less than six
months in Rathbone Prison
camp.

The prosecution rests on

your decision,

Dennis Carroll,

Howwood, Renirewshire,

I think I'll retire to consider
my decision (About time too!
TP). Maybe Roger needs a
holiday. Come to think of it,
maybe he is on holiday! Ed.
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W PEKER ASSEMIBLER
PLUGAIN [ROM CARTIRIIDGIE

convert your Spectrum into a
purpose built Editor/Assembler |

(/

- 4.)/’?/# /é/ /
NO LOADING - cartridge simply plugs into user port
Assembles ALL Z80 commands including those not listed
BREAK-POINT facility for debugging - lists values of registers
30 EDITING COMMANDS - e.g. block copy, move, delete & print
Built-in Centronics printer software
Built in "HELP" facility
More memory avaliable
Save, Load, Verify,Merge & Print PART or FULL programs
Operates as a word processor
Built-in "real time" clock
AND MUCH MORE!

* H H H NN KRN

Look at the table below and compare the PEKER Assembler Cartridge
with other popular assemblers available.

MAKE ASSEMBLY * LOADING MEMORY
_TIME (secs) | TIME (secs) | AVAILABLE |
PEKER 3 NIL 41.6K
_pK TRONICS 155 70 33.7K
[0.C.P. 15 88 28K
ZEUS 3 60 33.5K

* Assembly times taken on identical 5K programmes.

FREE HOME TRIAL

We at PEKER are so confident of this product that we are offering
a 14 day FREE HOME TRIAL.

Simply complete and return the attached order form and return it
to us with a cheque for £14,95/£17.95*%, Your cheque will NOT be
cashed until 14 days after the goods have been despatched to you.
If you are not completely delighted with the PEKER Assembler
Cartridge simply return it to us within the 14 day period and we
will return YOUR cheque.

* Normal price E£24.95
Introductory offer price £17.95
or £14.95 if ordered with the Z80 course (see facing page)

ORDER SEE COUPON ON FACING PAGE.
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PEKER COMPUTERS LTD - PEKER COMPUTERS LTD - PEKER CO

MPUTERS LTD - PEKER COMPUT!

LEARN MACHINE CODE
TIRlE [BASY WA W]

Tel: (0493853099

P —————— el el - T e E— - =

!
| =

BASIC equivalents to machine code commands.

PEKER:

whid

* Written solely for Spectrum 48K & "+",
* No obligation to complete the course.
-“H‘\
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Worse things happen to Doug
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and you never will unless you get your act
together. If you've had a crack at it before,
you'll know how easy it is to get yourself
into a right ol' muddle — and end up not
knowing your arrays from your elbow! So,
let's take a look at how the professionals
tackle the task.

The first job is to get back to that evil
tyrant and your great idea for the game.
And once you're happy with the scenario,
stick to it — write it down in meticulous
detail with an exact description of the game

Spectrum — you see he’s also a professional programmer when
we let him have the time off. Now you can learn how he tackles
the difficult task of transiating his ideas for games into reality.
And who knows, perhaps you’ll end up writing for YS!

What's that you say? You've got the most
mega-amazing idea for a new game, ¢h? It's
all about this evil tyrant who wants to take
over the galaxy and you're the only one who
can stop him and all you've got is your

ZX2000 Mk 111 interstellar spacefighter
and it's got these brain-bogglin® 3D
graphics and it'll sell simply squillions of
copies and, and, and...

Hang on a sec! You haven't written it yet

and the point of the whole thing. Now we
come to the point where a lot of program-
mers really come a cropper, They get itchy
fingers and insist on sitting down at the
Speccy and writing code before the
program’s been clearly defined and thought
through. Halfway into it, they find that the
program’s got a fundamental design fault
and there's nothing they can do but start
again from scratch. Serves ‘em right, I say!
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It's a trap that can easily be avoided if you
follow the first principles of structured
programming. And before you turn the
page in terror at those words, let me say that
structured programming 5 not some
incredibly mysterious method of writing
code but just the opposite, in fact. Instead of
writing your game all at once and ending up
with the programming equivalent of a plate
of spaghetti, you just break it down into a
series of subroutines that link together.
Every time you want to add to the program,
you can just write a new subroutine and tack
it on by calling it from one of the other
routines. [t’s a bit like getting an architect in
to design a house for you. If you give the job
straight to a builder, you'd be well advised
tolook for alternative accommodation!

FROM THE TOP

Now the chart below is the programmer’s
version of an architect’s plans. 1t's called a

top-down chart and is the best way of
visually representing the structure of a
rogram — far better than a conventional
ow-chart. The one here is for a version of
that golden oldic Defender but the princi-
ples remain the same for any game,

S0, how do you try this method? Well, if
you're really green at the game, it may be an
idea to try out the chart below by writing
your own version of Defender. Make acopy
of the chart on to a ginormous poster-sized
piece of paper, leaving all the boxes empty.
Now start filling "em with your subroutines.
And don't think you've got to write every-
thing from scratch — you can pick up some
good quality code that's fallen off the back
of a program listing! High score tables and
scrolling routines are the place to start — just
identify where you need them and slot them
into place on your chart. Once you've
collected or written all the chunks of code
you need, then's the time to sit down at the

keyboard and fit the pieces together.

And it’s all much the same for any game
— base your chart on the one below. Keep
subdividing each box into smaller and
smaller scctions of code until you reach a
level where you feel confident that you can
writc the required subroutine. Course,
you'll still come across tricky routines, in
which case you can resort 1o the more
conventional flowchart, but do it on a
separate sheet of paper.

Once you've started using this approach,
you'll be amazed at how quickly it becomes
second nature. Look through all the pro-
grams that appear in Y5 and you'll soon be
able to separate the ‘professionals’ from the
throw-it-up-into-the-air-and-see-where-
it-falls brigade.

So, there you have it, a condensed guide
to writing megagames. All you need now is
that brilliant idea and I'll see you in the
Bahamas!
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Now that you've planned out how you're going to approach

writing that megagame, it's time to tackle the code. To give you a
head start, Tony ‘Slim’' Samuels has come up with some small
routines that'll slot straight into your top-down chart.

S0, you've drawn vour chart, broken down
the separate steps that'll lead to your
stardom but there's still the daunting task
of writing the code — unless you can nick
it from clsewhere, of course, Well,
generous to a fault, I'm putting some of my
own routines up for grabs 0 you can start
ticking off those boxes

I'he first routine scrolls the screen to the
left. It works by scrolling the display file.
that's the pixels not the attnibutes, onc
character to the left. Now, if you wanted to
include it in a version of Defender, your
best bet would be to use it for scrolling the
background, after you've taken all the
sprites like your ship and the aliens off the
screen. And just to cven the score, 've
also thrown in its twin brother, the night
scrolling routine

I'he high score table i1s something of a
knockout. And it'll take care of the whole
of the nght-hand section of Dougic's top-
down chart. With it you can coter your
namée in the spin-round selector or mto the
chart itself. Plus, if vour score 18 100
pathetic for a placing, it'll suss that out and
give you the ol” heave-ho

Now, some of you may be saying, hang
on a minute, I've already got routines thal
take carc of scrolling, high scores and
much els¢ besides — and they're a darn
sight better than these ones. Well, I'm not
claiming that mine¢ are the best in the
world by any means — though | reckon
you'd have to go a long way to find a
necater high score table — all I want to dois
stirt the ball rolling. If you've got a hittle
routine tucked away that you've never
scen in print before, send it in. Let other
¥ S readers get some benefit from your
brilliance, and if they reckon you're not 50
hot, make 'em prove it by sending in a
better bit of programming that'll do the
samc thing. Just remember the shorter the
routine the better — just cnough to fit into
on¢ box on a top-drown chart.
Programming is one activity where good
things really do come in small |'r:l£‘k:'|_1.'k!‘-.
well, all except for me, of course!

ROCK’N'SCROLL

Here's the routine that scrolls the display
file to the left. It starts at address 40000 in
decimal, 80 remember to clear enough
room in memory forit.

The second routine does exactly the same
as the one above apart from moving the
display file to the right. It follows directly
on irom the left scroll routine so you
shouldn't need to clear any more memaory.

FL 40 Tkd URE 400
SLAUG T o0AG W LECRL LD ML, L&A
BC4AS 55 O30 LD b.L

FL44 JELU vl (] A 192
FC46 O&HLF DONG REXTL LD B, 5l
9C48 23 sl NXTDR TMC. ML -
4% SE oo Fa o E, iHL}
WCAn 2B OEO DEC ML
JCAR 73 el N (N 1] ML) E
WAL 23 (LRI T TME ML
FC4D JOFT SN BJINTI NETER
BCAF T2 L2 LD iHL Y D
oS 23 11 3 INE M
SCI1 3D LEYE 1T DEL A
VA2 CIas%C Q1S Je ML MEETL
FL5O O9 ey RE1
FCS3s ZIFF ST 1M HBCRL LU L 2B 0T
QST 1§ &00 i) o R T
FLSE JECO a1y [ By lvd
SCSD O&LF Qi NETL L LD b, 31
o D240 NEXVC LEC ML
L&l SE W 2 LD CE g L
SCAL 23 o230 NG L
FCod T3 240 w0 THLY L E
RCe3 I8 IS0 DEC  HL
PCA4 10FT 2l DINE MHENTC
SCabh 72 wRETa (1 ML D
WC&ET Ik [E DEC  HL
L= B ] o390 DEC . A
FL&T C2NDYE S0 JF NI WETLI
Whbi LY uilo RE1

Lo ] EMD
NELTC WONFE NETLI SCOD RGORL 90564
HETCR SCad MEXTL WCLas LECRL ST
- SEOA
WHAT’'S THE SCORE?

Well, can you come up with a botter high
score table than this — or think of any
features that!'ve left oul? Send "em in!

10 REM
20 REM #5ET UP HI-SCORE TABLEs
30 REM

Limes 10-40 This s&clion séls up the higl
Score table and functions needed

for operation

40 LET G#=" 16T 2ZND 3RD 4TH ST
H &TH 7TH BTH STHI1OTHLITHI2THLIT
HIATHISTH":1 LET W#="ABCDEFGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTUVWXYZ ."3 DIM 1(15}: DI
H H$(15,8)1 FOR F=1 TO 15 LET H
S{f1m"-¥ES-"3 NEXT F

100 REM

Lines 100-200

120 REM #PRINT HI-SCORE TABLEw
130 REM

140 INK 01 PAPER 01 BORDER Ox C
L8

150 PRINT AT 0,4) INK 4)“TODAYS
HIGH SCORES"

160 PRINT AT 3,3; INK %) "RANK

NAME SCORE"
170 LET Cwi: FOR F=S TO 19
180 LET I7=7s LET léw&s LET 12w

2

190: PRINT AT F,3, INK 173S$(C
TO C+3)JAT F 13 INK [&)1HS(F=4))
AT F,23) INK 12)1(F-4)1 LET C=C+
A1 NEXT F

200 PAUSE ©

A00 REM

Lines 400-430

This prints up the table itsall

No game invalved? Well, you'll
have 1o remedy that, But for the
fime being enter your own score
anyway

30

410 REM sPLAY THE GAMEs

420 REM

430 CLE & INPUT "AB YOU CAN NOT

ACTUALLY PLAY THEGAME.ENTER A 8
CORE OF YOUR OWN CHOICE",c
&910 REM

llﬂﬂlﬁgiﬂ'?zuu ":l'-r'"! SCOre 15 successiul, then
this ESaction that Il accepl
your name. You didn't make it?

Shame, but at least you see the

Tough Luck rouline

4911 REH =15 BCORE HIGH ENOUGHs
#FOR THE TABLEe
£912 REW

4990 IF C=0 DR C<=I(15) THEN GO
TO BO3O

7000 REM

7010 REM #ENTER NAMEs

TO20 REM

7030 LET EX=01 FOR A=1 TO 14s IF
C>ItA) THEN GO TO 7050

7040 MEXT A

7050 LET LE=As PAPER 01 BORDER O
* CLS 1 INK 41 PRINT AT 1,0;" WE
LL DONE,¥YOU HAVE PLAYED THE

GAHME B0 WELL ,YOU ARE NOW"" """
ELIGIPLE FOR THE ")5#((A=1)e4+]
TO (A-1)=8+4) ) )AT 7,1 "RANK IN TO
DAYE HI-SCORE TABLE."

7040 PRINT AT 9,05 INK 2)"SELECT
LETTERS WITH iR AND LAl"jAT 11
+O) "KEYS,ENTER LETTER WITH iMi K
EY."

Eﬂ?ﬂ FRINT AT 1&,14) INK &) "AARA

7080 FOR A=l TO &1 LET W=l

7090 IF INKEY#="q" THEN LET WeW
+14 IF W28 THEN LET W=l

7100 IF INKEY#="a" THEN LET Wed

~13 IF W<1 THEN LET We28

7110 FOR F=i TO 73 NEXT F

7120 PRINT AT 1&,13+A; INK 7)W&(
:; t IF INKEY$="m" THEN GO 10 71
7130 BO TO 7090

7140 LET H$(15,A)=W# (W) 1 FOR F=2

0 TO 30 STEP 21 BEEF .002,F1 BEE
P .002,30-F1 NEXT Fi FOR F=0 TO
301 NEXT Fi NEXT A

7150 PRINT AT 16,14) INK S5; OVER
" "3 LET 1{15)=C

7140 FOR F=1 TO 14

7170 IF I(F)CI(F+1) THEN LET V=
I(Fh1 LET I(F)=I(F+1)s LET I(F+1
Ywbs LET VemMS(F)s LET H$(F)=H#(
F+1)s LET HS(F+1)=Vs: GO TO 7160
7180 NEXT F

7190 IF EX=1 THEN GO TO 100
7200 60 TO 9999

BOOO REM

Lines 8000-8090 It's not the winning that counts
but playing the game, Phooey —

g&t out there and give it another
go or you'll @nd up hers agair
B010 REM sPRINT HARD LUCK ETCs

8020 REM

8030 PAPER O1 BORDER O CLS

B8040 PRINT AT 1,1) INK &) "HARD L

UCK, YOU WERE NOT GUITE"jAT 3,1

“G00D ENDUGH TO ATTAIN A SCORE";

AT S5,3)"BETTER THAN THOSE IN TH

E"JAT 7,8) "HI-BCORE TABLE. "jAT 1

i"!. INK 23 "BETTER LUCK NEXT TIM
i

B80S0 PRINT AT 16,8; INK 5;"YOUR

BCORE WAS"JAT 18,13;C

B8040 PRINT J1§AT 1,9; INK 4;"PRE

88 ANY KEY"

BO70 LET A$=INKEYS

BOB0 IF ASCO"" THEN GO TO 9999

8090 GO TO BO7O

9999 INK 91 CLS 1 PRINT “END OF

GAME ETC*)» STOP

If you have any short useful programs
that would bring everlasting benefit to
mankind — and make your name famed
throughout the land (unfortunately, we
can't promise the princess’s hand in
marriage), send them to Just Routine,
¥S, 14 Rathbone Place, London WP
1D
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BETA BASIC 3.0
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A vl AL .

POOL

PREDICTOR

FREE
PLUS BYYRTTH

ANALYSER

14,000

MATCH
DATABASE

After three successful seasons, we know a thing or two

about successtul pools prediction on home computers b i 2=l : K i
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of these and much more into the 1985/886 version of our

renowned Football Pools Predictor Progran
complate this outstandir g punter’'s package, ther

free Racing Analyser Program to let yvou analyse any race
using the racecard from your dailly paper. Now beat that

I
for value

BOTH PROGRAMS
HA £3.99

MAYDAY 181 Portland Crescent ETA
SOFTWARE Stanmore, Middx. HA7 1LR ﬁ . S:()]‘T

NO MORE BROKEN

SEND TO

J.ENGLISH ELECTRONICS

31 Lincoln Road, Southport
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Available for Commodore 64, Spectrum 48K and Spectrum +. Coming soon: Amstrad and MSX.
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BETTER

Mol

Speccy Basic compilers have been no big thing but the choice
is getting bigger and the packages are getting better. Dave
Janda has his finger on the stopwatch ...

Wow! Suddenly we've gone from Basic
compilers being perverse novelties to
having a choice of four or five major
products. There's Mcoder I and [/, the
new Mcoder 111, Blast (which we blasted
in ish 19), Hisoft's new Calr compiler and
you can still cop hold of Simon
Goodwin's Z/P which appeared in stages
in Y§issucs 3 to 6!

Extended Basics are also right trendy

at the moment. Besides our own Y§
MegaBasic, there's Betasoft's Beta Basic
and Ocean’s new Laser Basic, But
remember these products are
enhancements of ZX Basic. A compiler,
on the other hand, transforms your
original Basic program into machine code
making it many times faster. A compiler
will never write code as well as you can,
so the results won't have the lightning

speed of hand-written programs. But you
can create fast programs faster with a
compiler and you can take all those
hundreds of Basic programs you've got
sitting around and inject new life into
them!

S0 which compiler should vou go for?
This 15 a tncky question as they all offer
different facilities and have their own
pros and cons. Sorry — but you're going
to have to make a difficult choice and
you're going to have to make it on your
own. Only by working out what you
personally want from a compiler will you
pick the right one,

There're three major things to think
about: compatability with ZX Basic —
will you have to modify existing programs
to get them to compile? Can vou write
and test programs in ZX Basic and
compile them when they're finished?
Speed is obvious — do compiled
programs go that much faster than ZX
Basic? Do they go fast enough for the
programs you're writing? And, of course,
ease of use — is getting a compiled
program finished, tested and working too
much brain-strain to be worth the hassle?

Got your choice buds in gear? Right,
let's take a look at the two latest
offerings! PSS's Mcoder 11l is a much
matured version of Mcoder and 1. It's

Here's how the three compilers tested
compared with ZX Basic. The graphs
show their relative performance based
on whichever compiler was the fastest at
cach particular test. The figures at the
end of each bar give the actual
benchmark timing in seconds.

Benchmark 1
EE -
i 3
3 e
=

(Ts]
§ |l R |-
=
3 g |-

Benchmark 2

i o
f: 8
L=

T 3
i TSR -
= =
Y- 3

ﬁ Benchmark 5

Benchmark 3

IX Basic
|
11.5

9.0

Blad Mcoder il Col

Lt
100 9.0

Benchmark 4

B

b |

300 255 30 54.0 ﬁ

Blazi Mcoder Wl Colt
||I[

:

135 90 25 435

Biast Mcoder Il Colt ZX Basic

m Most benchmark programs don't really do
practical tests. The short program heére

does five tests which should give a more
compare, The program is designed to
so don't buy a compiler if it can't run this

Line 100 Plat across the width of the
screen six fimes

110 FAUSE 1 CLS 1 FOR b= TD 8
73 CIRCLE 127,687 ,b: MEXT b: BEEF

‘.1
Line 110 Draw BB circles

1290 PAUSE O CLE 31 LET a=(

L300 PLOT O,08 DRAW I55,81 IF a«
I7% THEN LET a=a+ii1 GO TO 130
Lines 120-130 Draw 176 lines

Lines 160-180  Print four screens of characters
TELL ME MORE!

Mcoder Ili, £12.95 PSS  (0203) 667556
Coit, £12.95 Hisoft (0582) 696421
Blast, £24.95 OCS (0993) 812700

COMPILER BENCHMARKS

(you don’t want or need long benchmarks)
reasonable idea of how the compilers
work first time with all Speccy compilers

— it's got problems!

FOR c=0 T0 S
HEXT

100 FAUGE O CLS @
1 FOR b=( TO 255: FLOT b.ct
b MNEXT c: BEEF 1,1

140 BEEF l,l: FAUSE Or CLS r FO
R xmi TO &1 PRINT AT 0,031 LET e
=1

150 FPRINT =31 IF <704 THEN LE
T e=e+i1 GO TO 150

Limes 140-150

160 NEXT x1 BEEF 1,1: FAUSE Oa
CLE ¢ FOR wuwl TO 41 PRINT AT 0,0
i LET fwi

170 FRINT CHR® (b4+x)js
4 THEM LET fmf+l: GO TO

180 NEXT x: BEEF 1,1

Print four screens of numbers

IF 470
176

L.
d
[y



a CentreSoft
presents

With over four years experience of providing practical
software solutions lor busingss and home apphcatons.

Gamni have put together their entire range of famous titles for
the Spectrum and Spectrum Plus in ONE special pack. ata
VERY SPECIAL price. Whether you re a cassefte or
microdrive user, this super value pack contains all the senous
apphicaton softwang you re evel iikely 1o naed for your
Spectrum, from home accounts and database managemenl
o a compiete professional busingss accounting system
Gemini's OFFICE MASTER is here—put that computer 1o WORK

® Database ® Mailist

® Stock ® Cash Book
Control ® Home

® Final Accounts Accounts

® Easiledger

PROGRAM PACK

OFFICE MASTER
Tape: £15 Microdrive: £17.50

® Graph Plot |

Each pack contains ALL 8 programs, demonsiralion
data files, and ciear and comprahensive manuals for
EACH program. Gemini's previous retal prica for
all these programs individually was £179.60.

Now they 're all logether in ONE COMPREHENSIVE

includes P&P and VAT. i
Database Cash Book & Easiledger ()

Lise this program for storing all types of
ilormabion just the way YOU want to stons it
You st up & computensed card index” system
and add records and data 1o the fie in the format
that you choose. Advanced features include
sorting and searching for specific records,
mathematical calculabions, ponler routings, dala
summanes, efc. i you don't have a database,
you cerainly should!

R
Mailist | XY

This is & specially designed database lor stoning
names and addresses, and printing out in (bl
iormal. Special search routings are included for
sedacting only names and addrassas thal
conform o your criteria. The famous Gemini
Searchkey ' facility is included with this program,
and data enlry 5 ssmplifiad by an on screen labal
painbng system. Just lype in those names and
addresses as though you were using a typewnter!

Stock Control ¥
Cmne of Gamire's speciality programs, this
software will fake the drudgery out of keepeng
stock records.  Enter details of part number,
dascriphon, unit quantity, cost prica, salling prce,
mirsmum Siock level, units in stock, onder quantity
and supplier oetails. Detailed reports include
totals of stock at cost and sale price, cosi of
bringeng S0k up 10 level spechied, gross margin,
understocked ftems, eic. Full browsing facilities
10 make meeniony managemenl a plaasure’

This is a full and comprahansive cash book
actounts systern designed 1o REPLACE your
manual ledger entiraly. It will take you from the
‘shoebox’ situalion of shaaves of invocas,
cheque book stubs, petty cash vouchers and
bank statements eic. t0 a properly consifuted
trial balance. You may then take your FINAL -
ACCOUNTS package and produce profit and
koss account and bakance sheel ready for audit
A REAL money saver when it comes o your
accountancy bil!

Final Accounts “s
Using the data file on micradrive of cassetie
prepared by the cash book program, this software
will produce comprehensve end-of - year reports
raady for audit by your professional adviser

The Gemini cash book and final acoounts sysiem
i NOW in USe by many thousands of businesses
andas a cassic’ professional program has been
transiated for a wide variety of micros. Cash -
book and final accounts alone warrant tha
purchase of this OFFICE WASTER program pack

Home Accaunrs'@

Designed as a complete financial and budgeting
package for home affairs, this program allows the
uses bo se! up & budge! for ilems of household and
family expenditure and compare actual
expenditure with budget as oflen as requirad.

A running 10lal of surpiuses and dehoits is
available both numencally and in bar graph lorm
A complete bank account routng is inciuded,
together with suggested expenditure calegones
which may be smply altered as required

Consists of invaluable routines to allow the
creation of any type of financial ladger system
Its usatuiness hes in its abdity 1o produce
account balances instantly for deblors and
creditors logether with an audit trail of all entered
transactions, with dates and references.

A year-1o-date summary is included of sales,
purchases, receipts and payments over a

12 month penod, and most importantly, a
completely interactive bank account database is
teatured

Graph Plot ﬁ:@ E I

Al last, superb graphs, bar charts and péee charts
on your Spectrum’ With a complete data entry
sechion and e ability to load and save files, this
is really one of the fun programs 10 use
Represani numbers and data in clear diagrams
with this package, and print them out on your

Sole distributors tothe trade: CENTRESOFT Ltd
L I Tel. 021 3593020

printer to accompany reports, budgets, elc Mﬂll

Vary highly recommended for the office, home

and school. Also includes capabiity to provide Order
mathemabical function plotting

T . T T S e T s s e e - s ey S T i
l_— = B 7o Gormrs Marating '
l - Limitec, |
EEMIN =4
| F armonth EX8
I

- Please send me_

I Cheques/POs enclosed or please debit my
Access/ Amarcan Express No

Spectrum OFFICE MASTER packs

|24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE - (0395) 265165 (4
b— e— — — Trade and overseas engquiries welcome. -
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mega-advantage is that it's a floating-
point compiler Just like ZX Basic, you
can manipulate fractions and decimal
places. Sounds obvious? Most Speccy
compilers are integer (whole number)
only. This makes them fast but means
that many programs need serious
madifications before they will compile.
Of course, floating-point compilers are
slower but take a look at the benchmarks
— Meoder 11l ain't half bad at all!

In the blue corner is Hisoft's Colt — an
integer-only baby that goes like greased
lightning. Colr also has a few
enhancements up its sleeve — its so-
called *exccutive’ command. While you're
changing your programs to integer-only
you might as well throw'in a few of these
for added vitality.

Mcoder 11 wins the compatability
stakes hands down. PSS claims it will
compile any old Basic program
straightaway. Errr . . . sorry, but not if
they use MERGE. LIST or LLIST or the
Interface | commands; CAT, ERASE,
FORMAT and MOVE. The first three
are hardly likely to be a problem but it's a
shame that the Interface 1 stuff isn't
supported. Anyone for Mcoder I'V?

Since Coltcan only handle mtegers,
you're going to have to convert your
programs to use just whole numbers or
fake fractions using scveral vanables or
strings. Not a very pleasant task for
existing programs but something you can

live with when you write new ones.
However, you can run both Colt-
compiled and normal Basic programs
together and pass variables between the
two. This is a bit like shutting the door
after the program has colted — it's handy
but it slows everything down again!

Colt does handle some floating-point in
commands where it is necessary such as
BEEP and CIRCLE. But there are other
compatability problems — you can only
have single-dimension arrays. Unjumbling
all those big tables into single-dimension
arrays is a recal drag!

In contrast, Colris the specd-freak’s
friecnd. A FOR .., NEXT loop runs
about 100 times faster than normal. If
you're into those silly and inaccurate little
eight benchmark programs used by some
megabrained mags, you'll find colted
programs on average run around 30 times
faster than good ol’ ZX Basic. You can
squeeze even more out of Colrif you
disable its “‘executive’ commands — handy
cxtras that provide error trapping, a real-
time clock, windows and sprites — or if
you opt to disable the Break key.

Mecoder 111 'is slowed down by its
floating-point routines. FOR . .. NEX
loops and the hke are dramantically
improved as arc the basic arithmetic
operations +,—,/ and «. But more
complex maths such as COS, SIN and so
on are only just faster than normal ZX
Basic. Just to be awkward, 1'd have liked
the ability to specify that some variables
are 1o be ireated as integers. That way,
you could still compile existing programs
first-time but could also get full speed
improvements out of programs you write

specifically to be compiled!

As for using the two, Mcoder 111 is
something of a shock. The ‘manual’ is
three sides of cassette-inlay card with
very little technical info. It's hardly
enough to describe a game these days let
alonc a compiler! To compile a program,
you load your onginal into the Speccy
and then load and run the first part of the
compiler. When you're prompted, you
load and run the second part. This is
going to wear the tape out faster than
usual — which reminds me, there's no
built-in way to transfer the compiler on to
microdrive!

Coltis much more a professional
product as far as the programmer is
concerned. It has a built in routine to
back its¢lf up onto tape or microdrive
and Hisoft won't olyect if you use colted
'[:If{1g_rilnlh in }'nur own L'{'ll'I'II'I'I:L‘FL'l.'ﬂ
products. It's easier to use as well.
Compiled programs usually sit at
locations 40000 so you can link them to
ZX Basic and machine-code as you will.
With the ‘executive’ removed, Colt will
compile whacking great programs — up
to 32K in length,

50 which one do you choose? Mcooder
[ doesn’t exactly offer you new
possibilitics but it will give your existing
programs a kick in the backside. If you
just want a two to three times speed
increase with no messing about, this has
to be the one. Colf on the other hand 1s a
welcome new tool for yvour library
converting existing programs is a drag but
if you write stuff especially for it, you
should be able to produce some superb
programs!

2) Joystick interface

B o ealrs sofware  hes internad S5 EFHOM & 78 HAM

AL

| enclose a cheque/PO for € .. .. .

Unbeatable value & specifications
fure: onee ESSENTIAL SPECTRUM COMPANION

(European orders please Please send me (tick as applicable):
TRANS-EXPRESS cartridge £9.95 [] tape (for mdrive) £ 7.95 O

multiface nr-

NO1 Spectrum multipurpose interface with

1) Fully automatic and universal 100°. push-button
back-up of any program to cartridge, disks, wafer, tape
3) Composite video interface

All three in one compact box at an amazing price of £ .39 _.95"

W M e ith (oo & One - I0G0 S COMTands Tmeng & compies Latk avho 3 1raes Drodethae e
T Push Durbon X Select funchion - asil =eiurn save changs spivlas
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W SAVT o ey type Of ponpheral - dedpuit eyrbas Wy MPCTRODENVE WRFADFIVE & TAPE Cown D CPuegid v divid oyuisirme, sic
Trarvine b o Datege il 10 S P i Eeth BUac i B 10 T BEvel OF e T R B0 Ragie, Seag reload & v b e othee ovee
B an D usesd ol SNy SO pure baeck -upe you Can, e 8 VIR By Drograen grd reatart amptens beter or slo 8 sludy alter Cusbomize
wr theey save conlines ot Thin sy wow Can koad and contimes @ game from whers pou gol bael. ROk inlin e lones, Cusiormute programs

PR PR FRCDee PO @ Crashed  compuried [Escape feore elvels Does when e eeybosrd o mopersbive 8 )
e il B ACHEER OF Ve OUf NCPBEN WO SEVE 8 DRCGrEm

i Dessgreed b0 rerramn siached o HUN progeam il saved s i msand only bor personal use o sccordance wil® oogrpraphil lews

B Through eslermecor Dus Tor (ofecting Ofhe DerDeeeals

add €1 overseas £2)

lor debit my g = No

1 disk (Opus Discovery)

Mame ..

e .. Card expiry................
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MUSIC TYPEWRITER

WRIGGLER Spectrum tape £4.95[] or cartridge
WHEGGLEH Amstrad tape £7.950

u pwst

TRARD-RPRESEF

The st wwrs o i arralee i Sepeec ruan ol feeare

A ybibstued for modrive 3 for walsdriva 2 by Opus Decowery
el bod Cartrviga ok masrtenscs s B aulomale eehers
Feghiy professmonsl user Prisrally serestile and Commprahanee,
An ingeilous phece of saftwears

*see® Fpalures *see® Parformanoe PN
TOP SOFTWARE AT BOTTOM PRICE

L™ o e el o 1 T L
Whaggier i & Lty ceagrasl ganne OGS Sl T8 TTAA Cam FON

Vot ooy pod somsas mgl] ey simioms s o W sy
b it~ sl ] giw oo Pl gl B e b Rfallh sl e
M W) walue & Dlayabally. D00 giaphel s & Sound CAV Games
rruna,-uwucu. Wl e TR B g EC & Crash

M i v s e o 1 8 mndet Vot v pes PO & AONEER FOW

!WOW FOR AMSTRAD ! ! SPECTRUM version ot Xmas PRICE !

AOTW€C § r*®" W ¥p

Comphite SEiclium muss sysiem ior serieeg sy pesy. iy
pririting & a1oF a1 real nolslein graplacs and sane of
U e | & sl 1ol Goraat hum D Sliy ek &
B i b offee @ e usd (Trenapesg ol matris e i b
Avery prodessional pleces of Progiridif iy sasy Lo e
eacellent sorem presentation, ermor Uapplng & |r|| i
prompts I youre inlerested in o nd twn

# comparter” then got 8 .rxr..ul,.g. g

MIDH compatible with MIDI MUSICIAN pachage

Haw overlay for Spectium - Mow al Xmas price’

MULTIFACE £39.95 0
£9.95 [ water (Rotronics) £ 9.95 [
£7.95 ] with supplement £ 9950
£ 8950

ordisk version € 11.95[]

BOHARTIC BEO®BOT 77 Dyne Road London NWE 7DR

S 2ahs NI orders 0892 834783 % V5
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Top

Games

AT ROCK BOTTOM PRICES

{ -
1 e

t_! i- —

Frank Bruno

£3.95

& Earso

£6.15

Firwders W oerpess

£.95

. --:Il'.'\.‘l-r N AT™
Shadow e

£5.95

Sy Hurnfer

£4.95

YRR LTS

£6.15

Hed Arrow

£5.50

Darm Busters

£7.75

Dun Daragh

£7.75

Wav of the Fisi

£6.95

Sy v Sy

£6.95

T Nodes of Yeiod

£6.95

Superman

£7.45

Are avlin C asree Cnaiser

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

w1 - Place an order for our Spectrum
\__ﬁh""" magazine and you can take up
AS# 1o five of the titles listed above
e at the inmtroductory “Bonus

Price” plus one of the two
Imagine titles illustrated absolutely free
A subscription to the magazine costs just
£5.00 per annum and brings you six issues B
year through the post. As a subscribar you
will automatically be enrolled in our discount
Software Club giving you the opportunity to
make many more purchases at prices similar
to the ones shown above. In addition to these
top selling games, we stock over 200 titles for
the Spectrum. All titles are offered at a dis-
count — you'll find many on which you can
save £4-£5. Note. however, that even though
you belong to the club we don‘t make you
buy anything. There are no minimum pur-
chase reguirements, so your only commit-
ment is the annual subscription to the
Magazine. Hurry now and join over 10,000
members who are already enjoying Mr Soft
ware's low, low prices

KELVIN HOUSE, TOTTERIDGE
AVENUE, HIGH WYCOMBE,
BUCKS HP13 6XG
(0494) 450751

EXCELLENT VALUE
-

Mr Software's magazine
is excellent value. Each
issue contains twenty or
thirty réviews of the latest
software releases and on
firat joining you also
receive a twenty-four
page supplement réview-
ing a range of hardware
and utility products. In
every issue there is a com-
petition to enter. a summary of how other
magazines rate the new releases, game play-
ing tips from our members, and one of our

......

reviewears sums up his personal favourites of
the month.

HOW TO ORDER

Choose up to five titles from the
S selection shown. Enter them on
-l 1 | the order form below, choose
_.-aﬂ_l your frae game, then fill in the
e payment details and your name
and address and post the form to us, By
return you will receive your copy of “48K"~,
followed shortly by the games you ordered.
Hurry, though, the introductory offer expires
60 dm.r? from the publication date of this
magazine.

HEE

ORDER FORM

J
|

* Export Customens

g

Y5 1185
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LIS Gold has done the impossible itself
by bringing Impossible Mission to the
Spectrum. It's been an all-time smash
on the wrong sort of computer for
ages. Now, at long last, the perils of
special agent 4125 have come home (o
the Speccy including the same triffic
animation, gripping graphics and brain
blowing puzzles! Impaossible Mission
reaches a new level in platform games
as well as amazing acrobatics on the
platforms and lifts, the skill of
outwitting the killer robots, you ve got
to solve some truly challenging puzzles
You play the highly-trained agent
4125 on a mission to penetrate the 32
roomed underground fortress of evil

shouli

Wi agecile I :

1 VvOU cept it iIs o
ister discover amazing

e Mission reveal all ...

for YS again this tape will

Elvin Atombender and prevent him
from turning the Earth into a cloud of
expanding gas and those hitle ghttery
bits you used to get in Star Wars. Elvin
is a mad scientist and like all good mad
scientists, he's surrounded himself with
death-dealing robots and concealed the
passwords to the door of his lab in the
machinery scattered around the
different levels. You must search every
nook and cranny, juggle the pieces you
find and make up the punchcards that
will allow you to make your
unwelcome entrance into Elvin's
laboratory

Agent 4125 is a highly-trained agent
of the calibre of Bond or Rambo. So

confidept, fit and generally hunky that
he can take on Atombender’s robot
hoards empty-handed — just using his
daring and acrobatic skill to keep out
of reach of their probing plasma
beams. In fact, the only piece of
equipment he actually remembered to
bring with him 15 his trusty wnist
mounted MIA9366B microcomputer
I'his souped-up digital watch has a
radio telephone so
the mainframe computer back at base
and get it 1o help solve the puzzles for
you,

Buti 1i’s not the story line thai's
brilliant (although it's better than most
and there's nothing 1 like better than a
good story line). It's the way the game
looks and plays. A lead 1 picked up
suggests that the special agent’s
movements (running, somersaulting
and landing) were ‘rotoscoped’ a
real person was filmed doing the
actions and the sprtes drawn from the
frames of the film. | don't care how i
was done — the results are incredible
IJH‘_'L“i!I:j‘\-I.' thf animanon 18 so realistic
the game 15 simply absorbing. You
really do feel for poor olI'4125 — his
fear, his thrills, lus daning. Just like a
movie!

Impaossible Mission s going o be a
firm favourite — my Speccy for one is
going to get used to loading it up. Your
mission, Agent Reader, is to go out
and buy vourself a copy. Believe me
it's one of the easiest and most rew
arding assignments you'll ever get

that you can call up

These two butlons ket you
scan he purzle pleces
you've collected so far 5o
that you can choose which
ones you want (o figdie
wilh on the workipace
1’5 hiddly “cos you can
only see two at 8 lime bt
what do you expect from a
wrisl-walch?

Here's the fwo pisces
here 1o sulo-dial the 2X81 you're working on at the

4125 phons hone — press
back al HQ. IV's superior moment.
processing power will

help you organiss the

puzzie pieces and tell you

il you've gol enough 1o

@&t § punchcard

OUT OF CONTROL

Here's your handle on the game — tho control panel can be callad up whanever you'ri in
puzrle-solving facilities as well as convenience confirols like a pause button ...

Flippin’ heck — pushing

Toggle between the map here will flip pleces top to

and workspacs by boftom or side (o side 50

the wrist that you can gel them lo
terminal on and off, fit together.

Usa the workspace to Ugs thiss three bultons 1o
shulfle, invert and overfap  change Ihe colour of the
puizie pleces until thay current ploce — for two |
malch. The finished pieces 1o overlap, they |

_ you've gol an sulofire joysiick as you migh!

T More convenienl bits — Lhis freeses [he game 50

tha central itshatft. It provides map and

Push here 10 bin the coment piece — walch il it
accidentally junk purzies you ve completad!

he wrong piece away® Hit here to rescun
!

you can eaf & Kitkal in safety

HEIGAI. DIVII_I'IOH 3

puncheards allow you info muosl be the same colowr. |

Atomblender's [ab 1o loil

s

yu.n This fickie Is

pieces togeiher. this m"m.l":"

lﬂlmﬂl‘hﬂ butions on the control

window, pansl and shultiing piecet

relative positions of the around the worksgace. Unlike some recent games, the music

oML you've visited 5o
far.
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| FORT FOR THE DAY

Here's just four of the 32 rooms youw'll have to explore bafore you can construct the punchocards needed to penetrate Atombender's
lalr. Searching any room properly takes precious time and dying al the hands of a robot will cost you ten minutos.

Search Me! In taci, search anything and everything! You can walk on air ... il you take a run ol itand the Yok .. it's a leschbot! Thise copy your every move

All you do is stand in front of an object and push gap is no wider than a lift platform, This can be very  no matter which platiorm you're on. Avoid & loasting
larward. A ssarching window paps up with a moving handy whien he Nloos i tull of holes. Bul be carelul, by jumping over lhem bul walch oul — they move
line thal indicates how long the search will take il only works sometimes ... arrrgh! tast!

Keep an eye on the'bots and be ready lo leggit ... |

| S SN OENSEN SENA W R W U . - e e

| Energy bulld-up it a rare but deadly harard.
Sometimes you'll frazzie up hor no apparen! reason
What happens is that o timer gtarts when you entes 3

room. When il hils zero ... brezzi! Dne way io beal
this booby-trap is 10 use a snooze. But hurry — they
don'l last long!

This type ais0 senses your presence but fires the Here's & boring seniry type robol who just irogs up There are two Secority Terminals in most ol the

momant it spots you. This i a bug in the robol’s and down 3 platform — lires & bt mowes a b, fires rooms. You can log on by pushing lorward and then
| software — 11 has 1o standstill 1o fire 50 if you keep abit .. What an awlul job! They don't sense you and  use any liff resels or snoozes you've acquired lo

out of range. you can rille the turniture in peace. +0 are oaky 1o avoid especially I you jump them as roset he lifts or lemporarily paralyse the robots in
' they turn af the end of their platform that room. .
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WHAT'S
BETTER
THAN
YOUR
SPECTRUM?




THENEW LOOK
Ys W!!Hiii

You'll find almost double the number of
editorial pages in the new look Y5 — and
all of them packed full of info and fun.

Are you ready for Yor

more games reviews? | —
There'll be more ;—-_"_'1__—_‘9—
mighty megagames,
more one pagers and
more short-sharp-
shockers. In fact, we'll
be looking at every
single game released
for the Spectrum

MORE TIPS HINTS, MAPS..

If you're already a good pldyer. you'll find all the info you need
to turn you into one of the greats! And now there’ll be more
pages for you to send in the hints'n'tips that'll make your name!
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OLD OUT?

DON’'T RUN THE
RISK-RUSH THIS TO
YOUR NEWSAGENT

Dun’t Miss The New YS!The demand far the new ¥5is going to be enormous. imagine
it—2a 100 page issue with a free games cassette on the front cover. The country could be clear
out of copies within 2 couple of days! So, there's only one way you can be absolutely certain of
_eh" g your hands on a copy — and that s by handing this coupon to your newsagent. He'll
then reserve your issue — just as soon as he's put his own to one side

YOURSINCLAIR
Tothe newsagent. please reserve me a copy of Your Sinclair. The first issue is on Sale on
December 2nd 1985 with a free game cassette on the front cover

. Name e
I e O
. Poslcode

WHAT ARE FRIENDS FOR?

Now that you're certain of receiving your own copy of the new look ¥S, why not tell all your
friends to do the same. Help wipe out that annoying habit they have of reading over your
shoulder! And how else will you stop 'em borrowing your ¥5 ‘just for half an hour or so
honest’ and then not seeing it again for weeks — or worse, pinching your copy of Rasputin for

their own private power play? There's only one way. Make sure they fill in the form too — it's .

what friends are for!
e ————|



Forge! tral — you're gonna need lo be an  Juggling Ihe liNs can be an interesting puzzie in Pressing Fire activates your only weapon — a
ace robol spotter. "s slghl different types and itsell. darriing somersault taking you high above deadly
contac! with any will frazz you. Unless you learn to robets and yawning chasma. The chasms are the
judge which kind you're daaling wilh and act anfy things with any lime to yawn in this game!
accordingly, you don't stand 2 chance. ‘l

m

e T g e ———

A S e G . A R, B

For long jumps like this one. you'll need spiit:

second liming and a long run up. Dften you'll only One of the best ways lo gel past a firing robot is to
make It by a loe-nail. And sometimes you'll need to jump over I &g it furns o1 the end of & platiorm. Then
traad air a bil before you actually do the jump! scarper beiore he can draw a bead on you

WA
L,
el

- TR, WL Y PSRN e— ey PEAL S R R L___ R 19 % W

@ Every lime the gamé |8 ressl, the arrangement of the 1t gels worse . this lype loliows your every move  There's all soris of lumiture in Alombender s palace,

rooms is scrambied. The furniture and platforms and lires 2t the end of their travel. They never give  irom compuler gear io 8 candy dispenser. There s
stay ihe same bl the types of robot in the rooms are up 50 your only hope is 1o snoaze them. . even a loilel and — yes — you've gol le search thal
jumbied as are the posilions of the puzrle pieces. toa! Willy where are you when we need you?
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Want 1o keap in touch? Use databases
: mail, bullatin boands
viirawtlexl? Downioad the latest Super

il T RO

software from Prestel®? Now you can

with your 48K Spectrum” a sutabhe

arcd the DATASPECTRUM

modem inarface and software packace
n Mirache Technology

mocier

CATASPECTRLUM fits atraight nilo the
Speactrum adge connector and handles
baud rates of 300/300, 1200/75 and
751200, Software featuras includs
Mailbox Editor, Frarme Processor, Save
Print and Telasoftware Downloader
The Dataspectrum Package, including
nterface, cable, casselte and full Uiser
Guide costs onby £39. 95 axc (E47.09 inc
VAT & UK PP} It's available now — 80
et in touch

(. . (e —  ——

ATASPECTRILM packages [0 £47 06 nc WAT
W P
Lal S Cheous/DOSTal Onaer
y ACCREA N Sn cord N
sl
ar
i
F Nt ts |
Spectrum SuDD WA pe i ooy (L i
g1 Daters Sired ~ " 10E
2
£ o 1 - -

GAMES ON
ONE CASSETTE

YOURS £9-95

FOR

l\-ncludmg FREE Walch and Foﬂ;g_;]

0 K i TFUR
CALCULATOR WATCH

® Normal 12 and
24 hour time
mode /

® Calendar mode Ji

® Alarm mode |

& Calcutator
mode

WORTH OVER £10c——

DATA-
SPECTRUM
PUTS

\

A NEW

WITH A

"GIVE YOUR SPECTRUM

\

PERSONALITY

ROM RAMMER

customising ram

2 1K blocks, easily moved around ROM map, using 16 haze addrezses
NMI with page in. for confrolled reset.

= Cyustomise error messages.
+ Personalise loading. saving elc
» Characters could be user defined.

price

£3500 -+

B0p P+p.

“=" " p1p ELECTRONICS

Send SAE for details.

14 BRAYSIDE ROAD,
BURNAGE,
MANCHESTER,

M18 IP).

W« PIP ELECTRONICS »»

CASSETTE 50 IS AVAILABLE ON

3@ ATARI DRAGON ELECTRON

V=2 ORIC-1 Zx 871 gfoppla Atmos

= Spectrum commodore « ANSTRAD
O

calculator watch

FRIL

EXPRESS DELIVERY-ORDER NOW!
ONLY £8.96 ———

with every |
Cassette 50
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| 1| aschoss & chagus
| poatal oiged fos

Spectrum 16k/48k or )

‘Incredibly frustrating!’ - that's the verdict on
Cosseite-50's FROGGER. Setisfied users 1ell
us it's one of the most challenging you'll find

it's almost as good as the srcade version|
CARGD has you trying desperataly to
complete your helicopter mission under
attack. Plus 48 other tactical, logical and
adventure games featuring multi-coloured and
user-defined graphics, scrolling and full use of
the Spectrum sound capabilitiss

1. Muncher I8 Shi Aun 36 Draggold

2. Sk Jump 18 Tashs 17 Space Search

3. Baskptball 10 Solar Shp 30 Inferne

4 Fragger 21. Tan Pina 1\ Nim

S Brawhawt i1 Cans 40 Voysge

6 Crushaer 11 Stiompe A1 Sketch Pad

T Starirak 2 Pinbali &7 By

§. Martian 15 Cavern 41 Fizhing Migsion
Knochou! % Lanwi i Mysicel

5. Boggles 11 Alien Dramands

10 Alimn Artachk 8 Cargs 45 Galany Delence

11, Lumar Landing 19 The Rece 4l Cyphar
12. Mare Enine 30. The Shull A7 Jeimobile

13 Migiatrap 1. Okt AN Barrel Jump
14, Matarway 31 Munch 4% Anscher

15, Labyrinth 11 Bowls 50 Space Moanian
16 Shintles i Rssdein

IT. Race Track 35 Fisld

Mames gnd gavnes rndy widy for sach Fepe of

__'__....'__'__.'...'.]

==
Postegs FREE n U K. Add ©1 00 liw overseas ardeis
Fraa watch and taps will be despatchad withe 14 dhayn

rusthe [y alde Fo
Canc ads Garres Lid

i

@ Piroeph sey Post OFce by TRANSCASH /G e 555 BEAS)

Far rin FEETET (e g ahas CRiageag fr Gog sid Bas e foF doul
Fromizaed Veus wie dur I8 P peevecs DD Sl ]
“ —
: e
CTRDOTSE S 14 48
PLET

Cascade Games Lid
Harrogate Normh Yorushee HGY 5806 England
lephones (D420 SDEEET - wrwr fy g |

- . . . . . . . - . . - . . . . . .
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asputin

tin from Firebird Is the game that has everything. The
i r Paul Hibbard, describes it as @ 3D platforms and
: and a difficulty rating that

jot
Pacman style game with a strong P his word for

oes right off the scale. But you don’t have 0 tgka
git — triagls month you can check out Nick Davies version of the

! t's right,
poard and next month you can play the game. Tha
Stt‘r?'lrtz*}fre 's g demo version free on the cover of the new-look YS!

Welcome to the world of the evil
Rasputin where a battle is about to take

piace between B¢ forces of Hight and

You are a crusader, @ medieval

shield to protect you.
Such is the basic scenario for the gamc.
Whether Paul Hibbard has managed to
s clude all the details of the game exactly
as they're shown here is another matter.
What is certain from our preview of an
unfinished version, is that this is a

CApINg.
ad monk, from escapimg ular 3D-style arcade game that

Rasputin, the m

: himself s
But Rasputin has surrounded A beats anything similar on both speed and
style.

with all that's most wicked in the world
and you have only your sword and your

YT YTy
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FREE, GRATI
SA
FOR NOTHING! o
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YOu can’t wait to chack e 1o
our rough draft & LUl Wnether

to the finished
Eame — well v
Onn . il yo
ot e i But only for another
Fr : 5 wWhen vou' e
:L';“‘: r"FL&IﬂH— of the ga m:%a ]!}i,':._?"f",'ﬂ"-‘ &
CW= e e o

the cove TJL: ¥YS. Whip the cassen '“hf
Whidher l’.l Oad it up and check 'm 2 ',' :
The we got all the details e

cn Fl-l'j-' the game! - ”F.'hl.
vcni;nmrhll.m offering you Screens or ¢
workin t plays itself — this is & fu“d
£7 0% iﬁ ';"L?P}'_ of a game that'll cos :
is tha mu*ﬁ ;I:?It’; Tﬁw only difference
hi:;dﬂ_c'lm:. You'll die at ‘H“L:T;_‘F_’"“,',r!"
Vo just like in the real tiing.
Al .LI!(‘I.',‘erh l‘“hi - . t: ="
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E-ld It's free to ¥§ readers!
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GENERAL ENQUIRIES T H 0 U G H TS & c R oss E S 24hr CREDIT CARD

TELEPHONE
0924-402337

37 MARKET STREET, HECKMONDWIKE, WEST YORKS.

ORDERS TEL
(0924] 409753
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Al prices include postage, packing and VAT. Please order stating: 1) Program Reguired; 2] Amaunt Enclosed: 3) Name and address: 4) Type of ¢ et

Ewropean Orders ng extra cost (VAT

Dabivery). Worldwide orders

£1 extra per tape, B.F P.O 13% uiscouns

HIRE SPECTRUM
SOFTWARE

* DYER 50D different Litles . hire including ARGADE, ADVENTURE,
BUSINESS, EDUCATIONAL &
* OVER 10,000 tapes in Stock. All publisher's ongina's
* LOWEST HIRE CHARGES — hire up 10 2 1apes al a
P&P and VAT) for 2 weeks hire
* FREE printed CATALOGUE
* FREE rewsletter with hints, ti
* TAPES for sale at DISCOUNT prices, (e MANIC MINER £2.00)
* FAST, FAST SEIII'IEE Al tapes sent by 15t ¢l
* HALF-PRICE OFFER - LIFE mambershup ONLY £3.00 (r
* FREE first ture tape. (For imited period)
* EURDPEAN MEMBERS WELCOME |Faymen! in Sterling)
you evel tl"t' 1 drsappointad wilh S¢ -'m 3re you ve p
can hire it first 1f you like it. buy it at £1.00 off our already dist
) n't. send it back and I will anly ¢ the nire faae

jvalable 1o

Ve | e ol
X5, MEVIiEws

155 ;|.'-.d"|-

rmally £6.00)

“Na S 1 Ir'. W Y o

unleq prcas

Haya ountee

I X a8l ol

NSL s the best SPECTRUM library, with over 8,000 delghted members, 1he
arges! range of tapes and o -|||'n led by our computer with 22 mb hard Qisc
JI]II TI]I].I'I" { wvou don't believe our claims write or ‘phone 01-661 9240
for 3 catalogue, and check mpetitors. We're confident you'll join NSL

NATIOMAL SOF TWARE LIBRARY

2 Harefiald Avenue, Cheam, Surray SM2 TNE

| enciosa £3.00 for LIFE MEMBERSHIP. Pleasa rush my membership
kit to me. If. within 28 days. I'm not dabghted with your service you'll
refund my membership fee

Mame

Addrass
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INCREDIBLE!

TRANSFER ANY PROGRAM TO MICRODRIVE CARTRIDGE
THE FULL POTENTIAL OF YOUR MICRODRIVE CAN BE
REALISED WITH THE MIRAGE MICRODRIVER
NOW WITH EVEN MORE EXCITING AND STILL ONLY £39.95

Featuras;

*NEW Even laster pading from cartridge

*NEW Optional saving of screen display

*NEW Copy function for scroen dumps to ZX printer

“NEW Dumg function for progam hacking.

*Conmsts of hardware only, no additional software required
*Transfers any program to Microdrive in one simple operation
"Extremely easy to use

*Freeze any game 3t any point, save it, ond restore it later
"Lompacts proagram for effcent use of cartndge

*Theough connactor for other peviphersts

““Pole” laclity for infinite lives elc

*Also saves o cassetie

“If you have a8 microdrive the Microdriver is the most important

piace of hardwara you could buy.” John Lambert Sinclair Usar

this device 12 8 must lor the
Crash Magarine Augusr

“Using the Mirage (s a dream
serous microdriver.’”
"I much preferred the Microdriver for speed and sase of use

folo Davidson Your Spectrum
UPGRADE SERVICE: We will upgrade your existing Microdriver
Slmpl'o,- réturn the unit to us with a chegque for £5.95 and we
will fit the latest version ROM
Mote: This unit is intended for software owners to transfer
programs onta microdnve cartrndges for speod and ease of
access. Programs saved using the Mirage Microdriver are
unreadable unless the Microdriver is present

NOW AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL COMPUTER STORE

or in case ol dith
ordar directly from us
24 Bank Straot
Braintres

Essex CMT TUL
Tel: (0376) 48321

Access Viss Amex

culty

Trade and oversess enguines welcoma
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Where do you go for arcade action? Rick, Ross and Dougie are game for a graft as they tackle

FIGHTING WARRIOR

Melbourne House £7.95

Reoss: Another game continuing the
current trend of combats but this one is
presented in a refreshingly different style.
The game is set in ancient Egypt and
includes scrolling backgrounds and an

this month’s hot new releases.

assortment of mythical creatures.

You control an Egyption warrior and
your quest 1s to rescue a beautiful
princess held captive by a power crazy
Pharoah. To do this you must fight your
way past all manner of monsters and half
man half amimal type creatures to reach
the temple where the princess is
impnsoned.

The game’s very like karate games in
that your figure faces to the right and
fights all those who cross his path. You
carry what Jooks like a staff which can be
wiclded in three ways. It can be swung to
strike the opponent high or low or
thrusted at the middle of their bodies.
You can always jump or duck and move
forwards or backwards.

All the creatures and your own warrior
move very fluidly, behave differently and
have varying strengths which makes the

game even more interesting.

Unfortunately it lacks a few finishing
touches which spoils its playability, The
joystick control, for example, doesn't
respond to diagonals, you can't back
away from the monsters without them
advancing on you and the graphics repeat
very rapidly. Probably because there's
only four or five of them.

The animation and graphics are on the
whole superb and the game’s a good "un.
It did seem to lack depth and often
turned into a session of trading blows,
with the winner being the one with the
most strength points. It'll probably be a
fighting success! 810
Rick: The graphics from Melbourne
House are getting bigger and brighter all
the time. I love it! ﬂﬁ%

Dougie: One of the best variations on the
karate theme I've seen. 9/10

Durell Software/£8.95

Dougie: This is the biz! Critical Mass is one of
those all too rare games that combines some
of the tried and tested methods of a golden
oldie, Asferoids, with plenty of new and
refreshing elements.

Far out (Man? Ed) in the galaxy, al the outer
edge of man's expansion, a colony of humans
is under attack — only this time the aliens are
being very sneaky about their subterfuge.

Now there's none of the old full frontal
onslaught — after aeons of playing computer
games we humans have learned how 1o
handle that! No, they've sneaked in the back
door and captured the colony power supply
that’s located on an asteroid. It's from there
that they're threatening self-destruction
unless the colonists capitulate immediately.
Stay calm — help is at hand!

You have to penetrate the alien delences on
the asterold and disable the anti-matter plan
before it can reach Critical Mass. That's the
only way ol ensuring that the asteroid and
everything else within a few billion light years
of it, doesn’t disappear down an extremely
large black hole.

You hover above the barren surface of the
asteroid in your land skimmer — a Iricky task
on its own as it's a ground effect vehicle and
so extremely hard to manoeuvre. Plus, you
must also defend yoursell against marauding
alien ships, look out for rocks and watch oul
that you don't run over the land mines. i your
ship is hit, it'll eject you just betore it's blown
to smithereens, 5o you've a chance 1o reach a
replacement pod. But keep a sharp eye out for
the Dune-style worm creatures that come
wrigglin' and writhin' out of the sand on the
trail of breakfast.

The graphics and playability of this game are
superb, making it well worth the money. 9/10

Your ship uses a
hovercraft-style
principle $0 i°s préty

tricky to control. You G

have to turn the ship in

the direction you want

and then apply the
thrust in the opposité ——
direction!

IO

When you re1tl_.-|ng
the arrow shows the
direction of the next
alien attack wawve. I
the ship is destroyed,
it shaws the direction

of the nearast

emergency pool

The place is riddled

with Sandworms,
parficularly if you're
using your emergency
jetpack. But they can'
actually kill you as
long as you've gol ——
some anergy left!

i
"_;ﬂ

-ﬁl-

Don'tgo crazy with RIS
e Toce i 4 BB

the lasér — you've
only got a imitea
amount of energy and
you'll need it to make
itto the next zone

e qaf

oY 1 %%
'1"| v J!!

This -r-du:atnt Keeps
track of your score
and the time left tll the
reactor blows — when
it reaches zero, it's all
over folks!

Mined the Gap!
Stationary landmines
are no hasske but the
spinners move around
« and are almost always
fatal if you hit them

Y

Alien ships dan't
@. really harm you but

they do getin the way

and slow you down

Mind the rocks and
m‘— —_heaps ol jagged
crystals as they'll

drain your shield if
you hit them
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Datapen | A QUALITY LIGHTPEN

< ' | foruse with the SPECTRUM computer

pLUS: 3 SOFTWARE
PROGRAMS

& Routines and ideas lor your
own programs. [Menus,
gamas, music, elc.)

® User-defined graphics
creation program

® Superb full colour drawing
ogram as illustrated in
ese actual screen

phatographs.

The DATAPEN lightpen enables
you to create high resclution
pictures and technical layouts
directly onyourT.V. screen. The
accompanying sofftware allows
youto draw any shape ot lilled
areayouwish, to pixel
accuracy, infull colourand the
results may be utilised within
your own programs, e.g. for
animation, orto lllusfrate your
tltle ages. Atjust£29 inclusive,
tapen lightpen package
rapfesanfs superb value — just
look atthe actual screen
photographs and you will agree
thatthis must be the best value
formoney on the market.

* Incorporates features not provided # Uses all paper ond ink colouwrs

with ofher pens * A screen grid may be tuned onand

* Push bufton operation on pan—no off, at will, o assist drawing
needfo use keyboard * Flexible erase copability.

* Works under any lighting conditions s All drowings can be saved tolape for

# Plols 1o pixal accuracy furihier use.

+ 20 pre-defined commands allow * Plugs in direct - no batteries, additional components, or adjustments needed
plofting of geometric shapes, * Handbook, plus printout of routines for use in your own programs

including friangle. lines, circles, elc.,
text, or user-gafined charachers

Sendcheque orP O for£29 00 to: Dept Y5/11/85 DATAPEN MICROTECHNOLOGY LIMITED, Kingsclere Road, OVERTON, Hants. RG25 38 0256 770488

of ask of your local computer shop, Send 5 A E tordalglls. Lightpens ond soffwaons are olso availlabile ior BBC B, Drogon. CBM-A4 anaV C-20

| :

ASTRID recaives from UOSAT satellites:-
# News Bulletine on spacecraft matters
# ODperating schedule of UOSAT
» Satallite Staws

A

b -i ‘_ # Experimental Data
Y & Messages on the Electronic Mailbox
U 0 SAT e System
[ Y — L # Orbit Information
. . %  Digitalker Speech Telemetry
mﬂ‘ “Eb"b- « CCD Television Camera Signals
.\ _ i

UDSAT Satellites wsre

_w — [
% ¢ |l i
o cemgned and built by the \

Laf
Y oW o

ﬂcn oﬂ‘ Enﬁ\ 5? University of Surrey 10
ﬂ“ 1 h“ BRCOUTEQE 8 deaps under
IDP:‘ standing of the repicly
&:l.p.ndlng inchuatines of
spaca Technology. alec

Ironech afd Coimpauteng

Automatic Satellite Telemetry Receiver & Information Decoder

ASTRID is a COMPLETE Satellite receiving and decoding package that allows data from UODSAT Satellites to be displayed
on home computers via a serial interface, |ASCII format 1 start 7 data 1 even parity & 2 stop bits). The system is fully tested
and ready to operate and comprises: Receiver/Decoder/Power Supply Unit/Aerial/ Feeder/Test Tape/Connecting Leads/

Instruction Manual
ASTRID operates FULLY AUTOMATICALLY — using the remote control on your tape recorder — for those night time passes|

ASTRID is anly availabis from the manufscturers. Please send chegue or postal order {or use your :
Barclaycard or Access number) for £144 00 + £5.00 carnage to MM Microwave Ltd., Thornton Road
Industrial Estate, Pickening, N. Yorks. Y018 7JB. Tel. 0751 75455 j

N
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Hewson Consultants £7.95

Ross: Not only is this game a follow on
from the arcade adventure Dragontorc
but also from the Seiddab Trilogy. It's
obvious innit "cos it combines similar
adventure sequences and arcade action.

In the adventure sequence you control a
figure who is on a space station moving
from room to room in a search for hidden
objects. Control is much the same as in
other games except that you can request
your figure to perform different actions.
Pressing the fire button displays a series
of icons that allow you to move the figure
around, move both his arms
independently and control a laser.
Objects can be picked up, carried and
dropped with the arms.

The status area in the bottom centre of
the screen displays your laser’s energy
level, the available oxygen and any
objects you're carrying. This part of the
game is very similar to other Hewson
productions but it does have a few twists.

Well, what about the arcade action |
hear you cry. In this section of the game
you must gain control of your 24 fighter

craft so you can destroy the Seiddab fleet
encroaching into various local star
systems in a last ditch attempt (we hope)
to destroy civilisation as we know it. It
plays very like Defender which is pretty
good considering the memory that it must
have been squeezed into.

Hewson has made an excellent attempt
at mixing two completely different styles
of game in Astroclone but | can’t help
wondering whether this will appeal to the
buying public. The question is, do
adventurers want to play the zappy bits
and do arcade freaks want to solve the
puzzles? 710
Rick: Oh no! Not another A valon
clone!There’s no peace for the wicked.
4/10
Dougie: A valon was never in itself state of
the art but it has a big following so I've
no doubt it will sell by default alone, 710

RUPERT THE BEAR AND THE TOYMAKER'S
PARTY

Quicksilva £7.99

Rick: Hey, this one is really weird man!
See, there's this bear who wears these

wacky yanky golfing pants and he can
walk, jump and — wait for it — climb the

stairs. But he doesn’t drink lager, well this
is one for the kids, innit?

Rupert (that's the bear’s name kids) has
ﬁm to collect his many invitations to sce

is even wierder friends Bill the Badger
and Podgy the Pig — you know one of
those parties! Well Rupert needs more
invitations than Podgy's had hot dinners,
and not only that, naughty toy soldiers
and toy trains try to trip him up along the
way, though some will be very good
sports and help him. They’ll need to "cos
you have to go through four linked
screens for each of the eight levels.

Unfortunately Rupert also has an
embarrassing speech impediment which
means all the screen instructions are in
dum-di-dum rhyming couplets which will
maim many an innocent ear to the power
of poetry.

The toymaker's castle, its corridors and

casteilations were presumably built by
Barrett — or does that reflect the quality
of the graphics? Rupert does look quite a
lot like he did in the comic, though some
wish he'd stay there. Oh, and he still
wears that scarf to hide his love bites,
Quicksilva hasn't aimed so much at the
mega-tots but their spinster aunts who
feel that if Toby or Fenella have to have
one of those awful computer games then
this safe, competent platform game is the
one to get. I'm afraid though that little
Toby will be out on the corner with that
vilgar Wayne doing a deal for a quick
Buck Rogers. 41
Ross: Frankie goes to the toymaker's
party in this cute number. Not as good as
the (dare | say it?) Commie version, but
it'll do. 6/10
Dougie: Frankly, 1'd still prefer a copy of
the annual in my Christmas stocking /10

Rick: Well scroll on, New Generation's
Custard Kid is the one to play with your
spotted dick — if you see what | mean. The
Custard Kid Is a variation on the old favourite
Willy Wonka and The Chocolate Factory, but
this time Our Kid, who shows no yellow
straak and Is certainly not one for the Birds,
has to search a custard factory to find 12
recipes. Funny | only know one way o make
the stull — open can, pour into saucepan...

With over 600 locations it wouldn’t just be
Laurel and Hardy who'd enjoy the custard
pie potential of this game, which incidentally
has a ‘find an object and save It for a rainy
day’ facliity. I you wanna be a successiul
cordon bleu of blancmange you'll have to do
the mapping yoursell!

You're in a bit of a sticky situation "cos you
goftta search the scrolling yellow corridors
before you go for the chests with coloured
keys. These keys are used 1o open certain

Keys aren’t reusable
but doors once
uniockad stay
unlocked. Once a key
has been put in a door,
the appropriate
window turns black

Hitmoves, 's
dangerous. One false
step and you could be
reduced toa bottle of
St lvel Five Pints

Custard features can
only pick something
up i he's not already
holding something
Fortunately, his

82 Cavernous pockets
hold & great deal

The milk bottles show
how much hife you have
left .. andno, milking
the cow just doesn'l
help!

CuUsTaRED
o L]

Every screen has its closed chest. Walk over
it to discover what's inside — it could be a
key, 2 nastie or even a copper!

rooms, one of which may contain the custard
detector. You'll also have to fill up with milky
victuals to keep the stamina up. Only then
can you pass to the green corridor to look for
those lllustrious recipes.

But you'll need a lofta bottie to search
those chests — they might contain the
yellow peril — the feared custard monsters
or even worse the custodians of the custard

who'll send you to jail. Along the way a few
useful lems can turn up — money to bribe
the guards, spoons to devour the custard
manster, whose help might mean a grapple
with a globule isn't Kid Custard's last stand.

Non-sexist, non-racist and very very violent
{(and extremely messy) this is one for jelly
and ice cream and good games freaks
everywhere. 9/10
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GRAUMPY GRUMPHREY SUPERSLEUTH
Gremlin Graphics/t£7.95

Ross: Poor ol Grumpy Gumphrey, It'sa
hard hie being a store detfective

especially when you're getting on 4 bil
and vou reckon it’s about time to take
things easier. | mean, the shoplifters are
getting younger and it's hard to spot them
if the old eyes aren’t what they used to
be. On top of that the boss 1s out to get
you, as he thinks vou're a lazy old beep
and he's got you running errands all over
the place. 50 vou'd better be on your toes
‘COS as 200N as you put a {0t wrong,
you're out on yvour ¢ar, P45 an® allf

Y our dav at the <tore starts at 9am. Not
only do you have to catch any shoplifters
but when the boss says jump, you jump —
and vou'd better not be late with his tea.
In between times, you'll have to cope
with floods, fires and even an escaped
gorilla monkeying about in the store

Playing the game is pretty simple,
although the controls aren’t exactly
responsive and the lifts between floors are
prone to get stuck sometimes — | haven't
susscd out if that's a feature or a gremlin

Owverall, this game's not bad but it feels
as if there's something missing — not fun
but perhaps addictiveness. 1 certainly
don't think vou could class it as one of
the Gremlin Greats. 5/10
Dougie: For a compiex 3D game, I'm
amazed at how they've overcome the
colour problems. Get's my vote on that
alone. 710
Rick: S50, Gremlin's taken the leap off the
platforms into something altogether
different. Out of the fryving pan? "Fraid

s0. 5710
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BIG BEN STRIKES AGAIN

Artic/£6.95

Ross: Rig Ben Strikes Again, or does he?
Bungling Ben, the |!|n[1r|1;'-..‘~ hack from the
Chromcle, has just received a report of a
"

lcak in Parliament. So off he bumbles
down 10 Westminster for the scoop of the
century — or that's the theory anyway!
As Ben you've got to chase around the
House looking for the six politicians
who'll help you unravel your story
I'here’s no doubt that Spitting Image
would certainly be proud of the
caricitures of the leading MPs! But you
can't just go charging up to them and
expect them 1o hand you the story on a
plate. Oh no siree, you have to collect
gifts for them in exchange for then
smippets of information. Like all
politicians they just love to be pampered!
Hurry though, you must have your story
before Big Ben strikes twelve, Perhaps
you've never seen the wrath of an editor
when vou hand in late copy It starts

em foaming at the mouth. { Grreere! Ed)
One of the best features of this game 15
the screen editor and designer that's
included in the program. It's strides
ahead of some of 1"‘.1\ gamc a.l'i_"‘];":l_r
[‘-J".'I\l_lt'l.'\- I've seen. [t lets you \'-.-:'Ili"ix":-.'|'.
re-design and add new features 1o anv of
the twenty screens, so Vi mever have Lo
play the same game twice. Give it a go 1f
you're into designing your own games
6/10
Dnugie: Hmm, the iage ol ';‘|1L'|\_-L:|:~_l'
graphics sn't dead — thanks 1o a
comeback in this game. 4110
Rick: It's worth taking a look at this one if
Illli'l. 1u'|| '”I: Tl ]v-.:r|_|_' CaAncatures OF our
illustrious (ho hum) leaders. Whether
'ﬂuﬂh il|:g_1.1:|'|'_' i% another matter 5“']

i

INTERNATIONAL RUGBY

Artic/E7.95

Ross: | say chaps let’s have a game of
TUgecT at least it's a recal man’s sport
None¢ of vour wimpy Everyone’s A Wally

stuff for us, eh? Right, on with the shorts
and on with the matcho

International Rugger's another sport
simulation of the type that's so popular at
the moment. We re here for the Home

International Rugby Tournament with the

choice of siding with England, Scotland,
Ireland, Wales or France. And your job’
Even a rughy player could wrap his brain
cell round this one — you just have to
win the Triple Crown or the Grand Slam
You have the choice of playing by
yvourself or against the computer and vou
can make it hard or easy on yoursclt
I'here's everything you'd expect in a real
rugby game — drop kicks, tries,
canversions, hine outs, scrums, the lot
except for bruises and broken bones!
And if you don’t know a rugby ball

from a ball bearing, don't
can always give it a go on the practice
mode. For a sports simulation, the
graphics and the playability aren’t up to
the standard of, say, Imagine’s Baskerball
but then that's a completely different
|‘r.i.!l';|_.'.-.11lll.' If vou're a rugger fan then
you'll still have fun chasing the ball
around the screen. 510

Rick: ¥ ou control these little p uph' three
pixels high, bearing no resemblance
whatsoever to rugby plavers and 1
loved it! 710

Dougie: You control these little people
three pixels high, bearing no resemblance
whatsoever to rugby players — and |
hated it! { QK. who's been (OOKINE Over
whose shoulder? Ed). 410

despanr Vviu

RIDDLERS DEN
Electric Dreams/£7.95
Dougie: Riddle me this. My first is in

arcade and my second 15 1in adventure.

What am 7 ( D’vou reaily want me 1o
answer thai! f{-r] Kiddlers [Yen, of
course. this 1s an arcade game that plays
like an adventure

So, instead of rushing about like a
headless chicken through loads and loads
of rooms (that all look much the same)
and collecting as much treasure as you
can before you run out of energy, vou'll
have to get the ol’ grey matter into gear,
Otherwise you're not going to get far at
all. Not that you can't rush about like a
loony if vou want to — there's even a
bank where you can stash your loot

Your task 15 1o get your mitis on the
Golden Tusk, but don't expect to come
close without a lot of brainache. And just
to make life interesting, there's a full

50

complement of goblins and ogre
dragons and gargoyles, plus a raging bull
and a giant spider

Just like in a true adventure yOou can
only earry & certain number of objects
that can then be used only at certain
Limes or J'linlL'L‘\. Owerall, Riddlers Den
both L!|1*~:=-I"|‘IJ'._1{ and frustrating at the
same tme it's just a riddle why other
games can't reach thi sort of standard!
7o
Ross: Who could resist playing the part of
a cute httle elephant in search of the
Golden Tusk, Great a_'|.||\hn « make lora
great adventure, 810
Rick: Good nddlance to this! It had me
going flat out on my tasks for the tusk

7/10
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STARQUAKE

Bubble Bus Software/£7.95

Dougie: Great galactic gargle 5, an
unstable planet has just emerged from a
black hole and the galaxy s gonna go

Boom unless you stop it!

As BLOB (Bio-Logically Operated
Being) vou're the man for the job, the
man in the know, so off you go.
Starquake is a mega-massive arcade
adventure in the Sabrewulfe/Nodes of
Yesod mould. All you have to do is save
the galaxy from total destruction — so
¢'mon, by now that should be a complete
doddle.

For opencrs, yvou must find your way
about the inside of the planet, locate the
missing pieces of the core and rebuild i
En route, you'll come across a wholc host
of objects that'll come i handy including
your flexible Inend — Axes or sumfin!

I'm rehably informed that there are 512
different screens in Starquake, but [ can’t
vierify this as | ran out of fingers and

et IR

tootsies! There are also over twenty
different monsters and fifteen teleports
only one problem, you have to find the
correct teleport codes and 1've been
sworn o secrecy. { Used notes only
please, in a plain brown wrapper. )

If _\.-HLJ'rL' o arcade adventures,
.E.I‘n'nfruh'fl'-\ one of the best around at th
moment. And vou don’t even have to
take your brain out of neutral to
710
Ross: If it weren't for Ullimate
this game was totally onginal
Ultimate does exist! 510
Rick: This matches, even beats the
standards of most games. Now it's
cracked the technigue, perhaps Bubble
Bus'll have a go at coming up with some

fresh ideas, 710

plav n

| -.1 Sl
but then

WORLD SERIES BASKETBALL
Imagine/t7.95
Dougie: Watch out, the Globe Trotters are

about. Keep your feet on the beat and the

ball on the bounce!

We can all name sports that haven't
translated at all well into computer
games, but Baskerballs one of the
cxceptions. As soon as the plavers come
bounding oul onto the court you can tell
that this game's better than your average
offering. All the men are well animated
and move smoothly around the screen at
a speed that must have the sprite routine
working overtime.

You can play Baskerball against one of
yvour buddies or against the computer
Each game lasts six minutes and is
divided into two halves of three minutes
cach ( Cor and how elsé might they be
divided? f'.if}l If the outcome™s a draw,
you're given another thirty seconds to
battle for those baskets.

You'll find controlling the players is a

touch tricky at
there's a practice mode for improving
your dribbling skills and passing
T..Lhmquu-. Once you've got the hang of
thal, vou re in with a good chance ol
taking the computer to the cleaners. But
vou'll have to mantain very
passing and shooting before you win
f!qiik:‘ﬁl‘q“r.lrh- not
one of those games you keep coming
hack to. Net #lhu!'u.lf & cop w! B0
Rick: Donc 'emself proud, has Imagine!
This is a worthy follow-up to Waorld
Series Baseball 910
Ross: Imagine’s certainly making a name
for iself with this senes of SpOT
simulations. What d'vou mean it made a
name for itself once before! Stll, a

810

first so it's just as well

accuralc

only fun but it's also

goode

—

MAZE CRAZE

Parl'rlinu £6.95

Rick: | = I_'I'l.l"\t._ it makes a Lh.ll'l.‘Ll. from
painting the town red. Partyline's Maze
Craze could cause a yellow fever of

excitement if you've never been dazed by
a maze game before. Otherwise there's
litile here that an awayday to Hampton
Court couldn’t provade

T'he game is simplicity itself. And the
more simple you are the more yvou'll
enjoy it. You've got to guide your man
about the maze, choosing a level of
difficulty between one and nine
depending on how much you like
wrigghng your wrisi

As the man progresses he'll excrete
something vellow to colour the maze
You better be quick though "cos one of
the beastly beasties has a taste for this
sort of thing (rabbits do something
similar, 1 believe) and he'll gobble up
vour trail

On leaving the yvellow brick road you've

to collect moths of vanous value whilst
avoiding the statutary plonkers and
munchies! The moths get reincarnated
and die as guickly as interest in thas game
and if you catch a frog or a bug you can
enter one of the four special mazes

Here the "ugly bug ball’ continues and
pretty terrifvingly for those in awe of
arachnids. "Cos here comes a spider to sit
down beside yer — and only a kamikaze
lll\l.‘ with the poison bottle can save you

he khan isn't the first place I'd despatch
Jrrx game, Little "uns wha like pulling the
legs off spiders or zapping flics in the
microwave IT|I|..||I g2t o kick out of it. 310
Ross: Urrrgghhhh! 010
Dougie: Fven if the game’s a pile of old
dross you've got to give it to Partyline for
being brave enough to release it. 110

THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON
Rabbit Software £3.99
Rick: Rabbit Software takes a few Pepys

into the past ( Groan! Ed) with a re-
enactment of the Great Fire of London.
1666 style, that is, not the summer of '81
or the autumn of '86. Forget all that stuff
about it starting in a baker’s shop in
Pudding Lane because Alfred burnt his
cakes while watching a spader. This fire
can start anywhere and if you choose the
vanable wind option this bright spark of a
burn-up will need some fast thought and
action if it's to be extingmshed.

Don’t be diverted by the flashing
graphic depicting the fire — cven if it
docs look more like a \.l'l‘:‘lhﬂ‘-.i_'lﬁ['l-L‘.

Essentially this is a strategy game with a
degree of maze built in. A pretty accurate
scrolling map unfurls as you, the mavor,

51

frantically beetle around mobilizing water
pumps, demolition gangs and gunpowder
men to deploy in & complete frengy to
contain the conflagration

All in all a thorough quick-fire strategy
game, which, if not exactly hot stuff has
no obvious detects and might give you
something to do other than liddle while
London burns around you. 6/10
Ross: Not quite state of the art
programming but it’s addictive and a
wromaniac's dream 810

ugie: Being a Scot, | didn’t half enjoy

bhurning London down! And I'm sure
cveryone would enjoy seeing parlament

go up in smoke' 8M10
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THETFORD MICROS

SPECIALIST IN SPECTRUM REPAIRS

21 Guildhall Street,
Thettord,
Norfolk,

Tel: (0842) 61645

Service Department
Unit 4, Leyland Close,
Thetford, Norfolk,
Tel: (0842) 65897

Why wait weeks to get your Spectrum repaired

We at Thetford Micros (Service Dept) have just put into operation a new fully equipped workshop to allow us to keep up
our 24 Hours “Guaranteed” repair service on your Sinclair Spectrum computers. We have fully trained stalf and our
workmanship and repair work is fully warranteed to give your the confidence that you micro is in the safest hands. Any
first time repairs will be £16.00 + VAT + £2.00 postage and package = total £20.40 for any repair on your computer
We also specialise in the repair of the Spectrum microdrive, Interface |, Il and ZX printers at the same standard charge
Payment maybe made by cheque, Barclaycard, Access, American Express, or Postal Order. So all you have 1o do is
post your faulty Spectrum to us along with payment and we will dc the rest, your repaired Spectrum will be back in the
post within 24 hours (we never sleep') and depending on the post office it will be back with you within 5-6 days. We have
already undertaken repairs from all over England and the continent

We also undertake repair work on Acorn, Commodore, Amstrad, Texas, Dragon elc., at the lowest of prices
Any problems with your micro phone Pete on the above telephone numbers - I'll be only too pleased to assist.

We ailso produce our own Spectrum 48K Upgrade Kits™ complete with fitting instructions
£24.00 (VAT +P&P) inclusive
QL repairs £35.00 + VAT + P&FP £2.00. Microdrive £39.00 + VAT + P&P £2.00

Switchable UHF — composite video can be fitted to your Spectrum for only £14.00+ VAT +£2.00 P&P

Trade enquiries welcome
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HACKER
Activision/£7.95
Dougie: Phew, my brain hurts! A trifle
perplexing this little number — the only
instructions on the packaging tell you
how to load the program. Mothing else,
flch, zero

Panic not — we've already pieced

together the plot. It seems you take the
part of a computer hacker who's just
about 1o finish off a night on the phone.
But then he accidentally dials a wrong
number and the intriguing words
LOGON PLEASE appear on the screen

Of course, you're an expericnced hacker
so you try all the normal passwords —
FRED. HELLO, GUEST and so on
all to no avail. No problem though, 'cos
after you've tried to log on three times,
the program lets vou into the system
anyway.

50, we're in and we're off! And the first
thing you have to do s complete a laser
test on the SRU (Subterrancan Remote
Unit). It's a trifle tricky at first, but once
you discover the Infrared Video Image
Sensor, then the Asynchronous Data
Compactor, the Hydraulic Motovator, the
Phlasmon Joint and the Thelman Port are
a doddle 1o find.

Now, the plot thickens as yvou discover
that you're in the computer of Magma
Lid. The irm has discovered how 1o usi
the Thermal Differential of Magma as a
\lrtu.1||_1. unlimited power source. And
with that, world domination s onlv a
matter of days away. It's your duty as a
cittzen ol the free world to stop them
And as much as I'd hike to help you with
more info — well the cheque from
Magma 1o stop me talking came in handy

This is definitely a pame for those of
you who like pitting yvour wits against the
machine 6/10
noss: A very clever idea that'll let you get
the feel for hacking. I'm just not sur
whether Activision’s pulled it off. 710
Rick: A grcat gamc that lets you avert an
astronomic calastir |F1|‘|l., wil b Ul INCUrring
]:'lhilf'l.vL' |‘||||~. Of astronomic [ |Fmr:|“11x
Well, how'd you like to be cutl off in your

prime? 8/10

ORM AND CHEEP — THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
Macmillan £6.95

Rick: Orm and Cheep doesn’t exactly roll
off the tongue like Starsky and Hutch or
Arfur and Tel but they're the teeny
heroes of the TV screen. Macmillan are
definitely aiming this little offening at the

under eights. However, in the best
tradition of Watch With Mother (or Dad)
this game is well presented and requires
enough thought to allow oldies to play
along too

The game starts with a rcaction test
which will determine the ability level you
start on. A memory test follows with
Cheep, a flighty little thing, having to
choose the ingredients for Orm’s (the
caterpillar with the gorms) birthday.

Cheep, the chatty little canary, then has
to round up all the guests for the party
too. Hedgehog, snail and mouse can be
found through a simple maze which even
has signposts to help the lost. Mole's
underground tunnels are a little more
complex and require some mapping out

all good practice for a budding

computer buff. It’s not that easy though
you've got to avoid those nasty baddies

the cat, crow and rat whilst you search

Once the pang’s all there they have to
be seated in the correct chairs. Having
achieved that, the crow turns up and
causes a kerfuftle s0 you have to star
again, Never mind. The program
cunningly adjusts the skill level the mor
accomplished vou become

Good, clear and colourful graphics
excellent sound effects and unpatronising
instructions and attitude toward the
vounger user all go to make this a solid
starter and, dare | say
810
Ross: Takes you back to your childhood,
dunnit? Shame about Cheep's broken
wing though ... 710
I!uugie: Educational software alwavs
seems to have the best graphics routines
- why can't other publishers get to this

standard? 810

cducahonal game

MARSPORT

Gargoyle Games/£9.95

Ross: So, this Is the first in a trilogy. eh?
Well, if this one’s anything to go by, you can
stand by for a real treal. And don'l be put o
by tirst impressions — sure, this game looks
very similar to Gargoyle's previous offerings.
Dun Darachand Tir Na Nog, but the scenario
and the problem solving are very different.

The year is 2494 and once again those
nasty alien, space invader thingles (these
ones are called the Sepi) are trying lo gel
their slimy claws on Mother Earth. Your
mission is to preven! the impending
catastrophe. So. you must penetrate the city
compulers on Marsport where the aliens are
holed out and escape with the plans for a
force field to surround earth. No problem, as
ihey say...

Well, I've got news of you — it ain't thal
simple. Not only do you have lo find your
way around Marsport but you've got 1o do it
without being blasted away by the baddies.
Start off by mapping your progress — this'll

‘o RAVE OF

The lifts move you
between levals bul
you've na control over |
where they stop. So

i1's easy 10 get oS Or
WOrse — you could

THE MONTH

Take a good lnok
around any new
corridor using the
camerm function. You
can only see oneg wa
at ahme and it 5 easy

end up on a level
whers the computer 5
defences are
activated!

@ Rule One: Make 3 map
ar the mare ol

corridors will beal you
everyhma

Keep your bearings
with the compass =
otherwise you can
wander lor daze!

help you find the objecls you're gonna need
if you stand a hope in hell of penelrating
further into the base. I's also the only way lo
prevent that dizzy feeling you get from going
round and round in circles, like | did before |
got the hang of it!

1o miss something
vital on the opposite
wall

All too much for you?
Nig inlo one of the
Mars Bars for a quick
arink

Early war ning syslem
this screan will tell
you when the bad
guys are aboul to
make an

aDpearance

The graphics are beautifully animated, the
controls are excellent and it's greal fun 1o
play. And if you're into sci-fi, like me, you'll
enjoy it even more. An all-round winner
ihat's well worth lashing out the megabucks
on. 9/10
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... or they would be If the dastardly
Hood, arch-villain and mega-
lomaniacal maniac, hadn't got to them
first. He's enveloped Tracey Island in a
cloud of amnesiac gas and, er . ..
sorry, almost forgot what | was going
to say there ... oh, yeah, and now
none of our five valiant heroes can
remember anything, no, not even who
owns which Thunderbird vehicle. The
Hood plans to turn them into puppels
of his evll intent and If they resist —
well, he’ll just string 'em up!

Now they only have one hope lefl —
you! Can you remember who goes
where? Should Virgil be shooting into
space or splashing about at the
bottom of the sea? At the moment, he
can't even remember where he's put
his keys. They're relying on you to pull
a few strings and come up with the
answers. You don't want to appear a
dummy, do you?

All you have to do is connect up the
team with their craft. So, if you think
Scott’s in Thunderbird 4, draw a line
between the two. And as a reward for
your help Firebird has generously
agreed to send a copy of ils new
game, Thunderbirds 1o the first thirty
readers who send in the correct
solution. It's really the least you can
expect for helping the team in the
triumph of good over Hood!

STRINGS ATTACHED
Entries should reach us by no laler than
December 31sl 1985,

Each entry must include a completed
form or a photocopy of il

Entries will nol be accepled from
employees of Firebird or Sportscene
Specialist Proess, their printers, family and
friends. You're also ineligible if you're
related o Mr Tracey and the boys

The Editor's decislon is final and no
correspondence will be entered into —
well, you didn’t think he could write, did

you?

Just match the members of the Thunderbirds team to their craft
and win one of 30 copies of the new game about them from
Firebird. Go for it!
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Gee Mr Tracey, | know where your boys should go-— and to help you out |'ve
connected up the piccies. Here's where you should send my reward for saving
civilisation as we've seen iton TV . . . So, don't string me along — puppet in the post

pronto!
Name
Address
Postcode
Mow cut oul the coupon (or a photocopy of it) and send it to Thunderbirds Compo, ¥S

14 Rathbone Placa, London W1P 1DE
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Peter Shaw — no man, no law, no war could stop him. Flown to
the far north-west and dropped behind enemy lines. His mission
— to discover how well Ocean is coming on with the game
based on his troubleshootin’ rival, Rambo!

All hell has broken loose. Ack, ack,
ack... A chopper swoops in low,
spitting machine gun fire. Shadoom,
shadoom! The enemy bazookas
explode just feet from their target.
There's swamp to the left and soldiers
to the right. The flames, the heat... the
jungle is a blazing furnace, a riot of
fire. And in the centre stands one
man... John Rambo.

Just how do you capture that on a
computer game, you ask? Well, from
what 1 saw when I went up 1o
Manchester to visit Ocean, I'd say they
were doing a darn good job — against
all the odds. After all, games based on
films haven't so far been acclaimed for
their fidelity to the plot, or even the
spirit of the originals. Rambo is the
exception and there’s a very simple
reason for that. Rambo, the film, is,
after all, just a shoot 'em up. And
shoot 'em ups still make some of the
most successful Speccy games.

If you haven't seen the film or been
following Rambo’s exploits, here's a

I . o R S S o S ——

quick run-through of the story so far.
John Rambo has been locked away for
the crimes he committed while waging
his own personal war in Vietnam.
Now, as Rambo, the film, starts, he's
been offered re-instatement to the
army — but there's a price. He must
agree 1o go ON One More mission.

Rambo must return to 'Nam and
take photos of the prisoners of war
who still remain, locked up and almost
forgotten by the country they fought
for. But one thing is made very clear —
under no circumstances must he
engage the enemy. But how can you
tame a man like Rambo? All that pent
up fury and frustration inevitably leads
him to disobey orders — and in the
game, your role as Rambe requires you
to do the same!

And so, John Rambo is dropped
into the steamy jungles of South-East
Asia close to the POW camp where
he'd previously been incarcerated until
his escape. This is the beginning of
your operation as Rambo...

R

WRITIN’ RAMBO
The Speccy version of Rambo is being
converted further north than even
Manchester — yes, all of us softy
southerners will be amazed to know that
such places do indeed exist! The work's
being carried out by Platinum
Productions, the same team that aid such
great stuff on the Speccy Dambusters. Of
course, at the time of writing they can’t
guarantee that all the details | gleaned
about the game for this preview will make
it to the final version — but you can be
sure they'll do their darndest, to try.

David Anderson is in charge of the
operation north of the border, while back
in Manchester, chief programmer, David
Collier and stooge Tony Pomfret share the
weighty task of designing Rambe. David,
26, has already designed Roland's Rat
Race with 19 year old Tony. They both say
that their designs come about after much
verbal violence until a happy medium is
reached — or one of them conks out.
Sounds very much like YS to me!

'Y

N Telex: 896691 TLXIR G
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| WORKIN’ OUT SO
Rambo is a big game. It covers an area
three screens wide by about thirty screens
high, though the main play area is
contained within the bottom fifteen. As you
move to the left and the right, the screen
scrolls half a page at a time but as you go
up and down, the screen goes with you.
You'll be able to see this scrolling
technique first in Beach Head If — also
converied by the very talented
programmers at Platinum Productions.

Each screen Is divided into lifteen
different sections and each one can contain
an object — a tree, a shack or some
shrubbery, for example. Using this method,
the programmers can save a screen in only
lifteen bytes ol memory. The scope this
gives to Rambo is bigger than Stallone’s
hiceps!

At any one time, there can be sixteen
sprites active on the screen and this should
be done with very little loss of speed. Thal
spelis an awful lot of woodentops you're
gonna have to lake out in the game before
you achieve your objective.

And finally, a leature that the game
designers, David Collier and Tony Pomfret,
are very exciled aboul is the weaponry
selector. Each armament has its own
special graphic and distinct llightpath and
you can flip through the choices offered by
your arsenal at the touch of a button —

even while you're engaged with the enemy
in a spot of the old killing and maiming!

F18 4 X CSNORNg35 17




$o, you wanna be Rambo? Well, prepare to go on the rampage. And to help you out, just study our step-by-step — or should that be
yomp-by-yomp — guide. And if you can’t wait for the game to come out, you can always give it a practice run in the back garden!
ol A
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DVENTURES

spots off Adrian Mole. . .Teresa

ECTRUM A

in Spain falls mainly as a pain and we knock the
lived to tell the tale. . .

copy of Mosaic's new
The Secret Diary of A
Mole Age [ 1346 T u.1..|'_'|.
Ed insisted that 1 wnite a
review he said he'd give

£ 10 but then he's always been

The game
Maughan
The Secret Diary of :
Adrian Mole Aged 137,

Mosaic/€9.95

was fat. |
rivbably

me o sn and |‘| 1Y computer
games all day
Oct 16th 1985:
much of this game
Adnan

told him it was

doesn't seem very intellectual  ha

game, becaus

to me — all you've got to do is
press kevs 1, 2, 3, 4 or Caps
Shift to play it. Even 1 can do
that, well nearly
!.'-._:|'::.-;_'=.!|.|_|11|_'|1||- Pete thinks
#'e dead brilliant and plays it
all day long

Ot l-h:h I.I"H_:: { ‘ensoréd
Oct 15th 198%: B first timc

somewnat of & MegaAti- if he can explain this
slready read Adrian Mole s X

arman

Ihe
| don't think

a bit nght

[ S i 1%

Oct 12th 1985: | took m

ok at the game today
*s diary on the

12

first lo
‘ yrain ['ve

It's

sereen with a icw grapilic

-

y ME

The Secret Diary Of Teresa
Maughan vped 23,

Oct 11th 1985: | receved i

Norsewoman of the Year,
Lorraine Weir has just
completed Erik The Viking
and has decided to let you lot
in on a few secrets. To get o
the North Sca from the beach
you must go West four times
and then South seven times.
You can wen reach Denmark
by going East and to enter the
church type: PRAY TO THE
TOMBSTONE. Some objects
have pictures on them such as
the Book, Bracelet, Stewpot
and Medallion. If you have the
Ragbag, stand on the deck and
rub an object with a picture on
it — you'll then appear at that
location after you open the
bag. So, don't look a gift
Norse in the ... Sorry!

Seems a few of you are still
having trouble with Eureka.
Never fear, Dan Johansson
from Sweden is here with a
few hints. He says you must
pick up the flint and the rib
bone and use these to make an
axe. Then go West from the
river and you can use it. What
you use it for is a complete
mystery since Dan didn’t tell
us!

Paul McPherson has been
having some fun with
Sherlock. He's succeeded in
stealing bodies, losing
Lestrade, getting the cabbie 1o
pay him £60 (Sounds sensible
fo me. Ed), and locking Basil
Phipps and Daphne Stracham
in a safe. Wow!

First you must take the
lamp, wait for Watson to read
the newspaper article, go to
platform three at Kings Cross
and there you should find
Lestrade. Then go to
Leatherhead by train. Once
you've arrived give the lamp
and your money to Watson, so
you should then be carrying

thrown in.. It's Max’s (the
errand boy) birthday today

Oct 13 IHHE": 1 he game

nothing. Take the bodies from
Sandstone Bridge and Jones'
lounge and place them in
Cobden Lane.

Having done this return to
Kings Cross and wait for
Lestrade to appear. He'll call a
cab and get into it; you must
then tell the cabbie to go 1o
Bishop's Road — hoorah
you've dodged Lestrade.

Return to Leatherhead and
wail unttil 12 am, go to Basil's
bedroom and you'll find him
asleep. Type TAKE BASIL,
go to the hibrary and open the
safc then put Basil in the safe
Go to Daphne's room (in
Brown’s house), take her and
carry her back to the safe. If
o wanl o hﬂ\-’f cven maorc
fun put the bodies in the safe
as well. (Is that for safe-
keeping? Ed) Bt of a joker is
our Paul!

Finally John Wilson is back
again with yet another War
and Peace of hints and tips —
you'd think he'd have run out
of printer paper by now. He
complains that he's never
going to be ‘El Supremo’ if we
don’t print all the hints and
tips he provides. What d'vou
want John, a whole issue of
YS dedicated to hints 'n’ tips?

Right John, here are a few
of your supremo tips just to
keep you happy. First
Warlord. In order to get your
mitts on the bronze helmet
release the hare from the trap,
go to the cavern on the beach
and ‘CLIMB INTO POOL',
go East then North, ‘CLIMB
OUT OF POOL' and then
retrace your steps. Once
you've got the helmet you can
cross the causeway. You can
then get the sword by going
North, East and North to the
lake and SLEEP. You'll need

Cecret Diary so the game
seems a bit repetitive — not
tellectuals! The Ed smd |

this to kill the bear.

Finally John reckons the
Pig. Clay Pot, Silver Skull and
Vase are red herrings — does
anybody out there know
better? If so write in and tell
us.

He's also got a few tips for
Giremlins — surprise, surprise!
To avoid the dans, GO
DOWN. To kill the Gremlin,
take the Sword and go to the
lounge — sounds like Cluedo.
Well that's all we've room for
this month — sorry John. But
don't worry we'll be putting
even more of you're hints 'n’
tips in next month.

If you're still wandering
about like a lost soul, have a
shifty at the masters below and
if that's no help write in and
we'll publish your problems.
You'll even gain instant fame.,
On the other hand if you think
you know all the answers,
write in and let us all in on the
secret. You may even oust
John Wilson from the position
of ‘El Supremo’, though it'll
take some doing.

All you've got to do is write
to Give Us A Clue, ¥S 14
Rathbone Place, London W1P
IDE. You too can become “El
Supremo’ of the Adventure
page.

KINGS OF THE
CASTLE

The Hobbir, Urban Upstart and
Dallas (uiest

MNetl McCabe, 2 Stafford Road,
Eccles, Manchester M30 9OHW

Erik The Viking

Lomaine Weir, 42 Elie Avenue,
Deans, Livingston, West Lothian,
Scotland EH54 BET.

The Hobbit, Twin Kingdom
Vallev, Lords Of Midnigh,
Shadowfire, Urban Upsrart,
Mountcins Of Ket, Doomdarks
Revenge and Eureka. James
Elliot, 266 Carseview, Tullibody,
Alloa FK10 25U i
Sherlock

Paul McPherson, 8 Foruie Path,

Oct 17th 1985: Being a

connoisseur of the arts

Bridge Of Don, Aberdeen AB2
BTG,

Eureka

Dan Johansson, Solbrinken 25. §
28100 Haussleholm, Sweden,

Warlord, Spiderman, Gremlins,
T'win Kingdom Valley and many
many more!

John 'El Supremo’ Wilson,

26 Spotland Tops, Cutgate,
Rochdale, Lancashire 0L12 TNX

DOWN IN THE
DUNGEON

The Hulk — *‘How do | lift the
wron nng in the floor, and what's
the use of the fan and the mirror™
Eduardo Neves, R Jose Maria
Miclau, 22, 2070 Cartaxo,
Portugal.

Valk yrie I 7— ‘How do | go to
the town; where is the key?'
Robert Ridell, Ormvraksgatan | 1,
21462 Malmoe, Sweden.

T'he Fourth Protocol — * Any help
gratefully received.” David
Neeson, 25 Ladywell Drive,
Tullbody, Clackmannanshire,
Scotland

Fantasy Diamond — ‘How do |
open the musical door and the
wooden chest? Andrew Sumpner,
248 Ramulllies Park, Aldershot,
Hants GU11 2EQ.

Hampsiead — '"How do | meet the
man on the train?' Toby Blake, 25
Holm Park, Inverness, Scotland
V2 4XT.

Sherlock — *How do | get imo
Basil Phipps' London house?' Neil
McCabe, 2 Stafford Road, Eccles.
Manchester M30 9HW,

Quiest For the Holy Grail — *How
do | get past the rabbit without
being torn limb from limb?" Tony
Wiltshire, 81 Whormely Road,
Stevenage, Herts SG1 158

Mouniains Of Kert — *Where is
the hat needed to enter the skull?
A Saleh, 60 Washington Drive,
Windsor, Berks SL4 4UR.

Spiderman — ‘How do | kill
Electro?" J Mullan, 77 London
Lane, Bromley, Kent BR1 4HF.




the opinion that the graphics
are pretty naff — if | were
Adrnan I'd feel positively
embarrassed. Adrian seems to
lead a very eventful life for a
boy of 137

Oct 18th 1985: Adrian is now
trying to teach his dog a fow
tricks and | can choose what
he should do. | don't know
why he bothers as the Ed
always says you can't teach an
old dog new tricks. | think I'm
getting a complex about being
fat!

Oct 19th 1985: 1 keep
choosing the wrong options 5o
I've made Adnan only a
namby pamby schoolboy. This
is making me lose confidence
in my gamesplaying abality.
Oct 20th 1985: | didn't play
the game today because of my
complex over being fat!

Oct 21st 1985: ['ve just

Terrormolinos
Melbourne House/£7.95

Terrormolinos isn't just the
kind of place you only visit
once it's also one of those
games you'll never retumn to.

You've decided 1o visit
Terrormolinos on the Costa
Brava with Beryl, the wife,
and Ken and Doreen, the kids,
Sounds wonderful ¢h? Little
do you know that Terrorm-
olinos is a real dive and that
you'll have to face such perils
as being gored by a raging
bull, getting heatstroke,
suffering severe food
poisoning and losing an
argument with a Euro-
juggernaut.

The aim of the game s not
only to survive the worst
package tour of your life but
to bring back ten snapshots to
prove you actually did !

The trouble starts before
you've even left your cosy
semi in the murky depths of
Slough. You've got about ten
minutes to pack and get the
kids out of the house. Sounds
casy huh? Well it certainly
ain't!

There are numerous catches
designed to hinder your
departure. But after a while
they get to be a dead bore
rather than an intellectual
challenge. Not only do you
have to search for your
passport, tickets and suitcase,

noticed (people tell me I'm
very observant for a girl my
age) Mosaic has put the CBM
64 instructions on the tape
inlay card and covered it up
with a Spectrum sticker. |
think I'll write a stiff letter to
Mosaic about this cheapskate
behaviour.

Oct 22nd 1985: I've come to
the conclusion that Mole is a
game for 137 year olds and
not 23 vear olds. All you have
to do is read snippets from his
diary and make Adrian dead
popular with everyvone,
cspecially that nymphomaniac
Pandora.

Oct 23rd 1985: 1 finished the
game today and Adrian is only
a surburban schoolboy. 1 think
this game will be dead popular
but it's only a namby pamby
computer game as far as I'm
concerned.

but you've also got to
remember daft thinks like
locking the step ladder before
you climb it or you'll break
your neck!

And if you attempt to board
the taxi without dropping the
ladder vou'll get more than a
mouthful from the indignant
cabbie.

Having successfully packed
and survived the journey to
the hotel with Ken throwing
up all over the place, the
adventure really begins...

Once you reach the sun-
soiled shores of Spain you're
confronted with seven greasy-
haired, tight-buttocked prima
donnas who fancy themselves
as waiters and a crazy Spanish
coach driver offenng cvery
excursion under the sun. It's
here you've got to be selective
as there are only twelve
exposures in your camera and
you must take ten successful
pics.

Everytime you suffer a fatal
experience or take a decent
piccy, a picture will magically
develop on the screen. The
graphics in Terrormolinos are
supposed to reproduce those
saucy seaside postcards. If you
ask me, they've got a real
cheek to try it!

I got a bit fed up with being
arrested for flashing or for
taking a really good pic of a
wild nightelub and | got even
more cheesed off with dying
everytime | put a foot wrong.

Terrormolinos s original
and quite fast but its
predecessor, Hampstead, is
much the better game!

Wish you were here playing
Terrormolinos... instead of
me.

TEAM UP WITH FLOYD!
f_fmﬂ

FLOYD 40

FLOVD:

BUILT IN
INTELLIGENCE FOR
YOUR SPECTRUM
PRINTER

SPECIAL OFFER
£69.95

Features

Clear easy to read print ® No split words @ [ndented
printing ® 32 or 40 characters-software seslectable ®
Firmware program no loading from tap

& ‘.Ir'.l"ljqu‘hl nsive instruction r...!nl,-:l supplied @
Interface 1 & 2 compatible ® Spectrum + compatible

® No inlerface required

The printer comes in a slim plastic case which will
compliment your spectrum. Il connects with the spectrum
via a 56-way ribbon cable and all connections are brought
through to the back of the prinfer. The printer has two
switches — one for paper feed and one for on/aff line. A
rall of paper is included in the price

THIS IS & ~IGH QUALITY THERMAL PRINTER
FOR THE SIMCLAIR SPECTRUM. IT MRS THREE
MODES OF CPERAT ION

E A0JUST MODE

L FEATURES
-DOUBLE LIDTH
~INVERTELDL PRINTING
IN THE ADJLST MODE THE PRINTING IS SUCH
THAT WO SPLIT WORDS QCOUR, AND PRINT ING
I5 DOMNE UITH U2 TC 490 CHARRCTERS PER

=INE.

IT 15 POSSIELE 70 MIX THE DOVELE HEIBHT
AND DOUBLE WIDTH
INVERTED PRINT ING P&
ALS0 POSSIGLE!

3. LIST MODE

THE LIST MODE ALLOUS BRSIC PROGRAMS TO

BE MORE ERSILY READ BY INDENTING THE

PROGRAM STATEMENTS FROM THE

CORROSPONDING LINE NLMBERS.

48 REM THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF T™HE LIST
HMODE LHICH INDENTS STHTEMENTS AND
PREVENTS WORDS BEING SPLIT

S 0ATA 19,38 ,42,22 ,65,2,42 ,54 67,75, 8
9,78

I5@ LPRINT *

360 LLIST

370 LPRINT

£69.95 (+ £4.95 P&P)

Te: FLOYD, PO BOX 76, PLYMOUTH, DEVON PLI1 18Q

I enclose cheque/p.o. for £ made oul ta FLOYD

printers @ £74.90 EACH (incl phir

baxes af 10 rol ! paper @b 115,00

rolls of paper @ 12, 50 sack
TOTAL







CHRISTMAS
MICROFAIR

Looking forward to a high-tech Christmas’

Then come along to the CHRISTMAS MICROFAIR at the
Horticultural Hall, London SW1 on the 14th December.

[t's enough to make even Santa Claus’s eyes light up.

Evervthing you ever wanted for the ZX Spectrum, Spectrum + and the
QL under one roof, in one day of non-stop computer entertainment.

No matter how many more shopping days there are until Christmas,
don’t buy anything until you see what's available at the MICROFAIR.

Software, hardware, books, add-ons, printers, monitors, user clubs,
magazines, computers, and a fantastic range of gizmos that are not generally
available in the shops.

There’s all those ‘just released’ programs for the Spectrum and QL and
more than one opportunity of getting something at special “show"™ prices.

Send for reduced-price advance tickets now.

December 14th. The day that will make your eyes pop.

CHRISTMAS MICROFAIR
DECEMBER 14TH 1985, HORTICULTURAL HALL
GREYCOAT STREET/ELVERTON STREET LONDON SW1 10am-6pm
ADMISSION: €1.75(ADULTS); €1.25 (KIDS UNDER 14yrs)

— S e S  SE— S S—  S—  S— —— s S— e ——  —  ——  — —  — —  — —

1 to Mike Johnston (Org ), Dept = ZX xmm"x”' .,i rk L:
5" 156 =r_':]::. ‘.‘;n advance tickets Please send me advar
I"\I ult ¢ ikl (Child under 14 @ £1.00)

EXHIBITORS. CALL MIKE JOHNSTON ON 01-801 9172
FOR DETAILS OF STAND AVAILABILITY.
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Single Letter Keyword Entry ...
Three Character Fonts ... —F
Three Character Sizes ...
QL-Style Windows ... _~
'Named Procedures...
Stippled Characters ...
64 Column Text ...

Sprites Galore ...

It all began with the ZX80 ...the first
personal computer retaling for under
£ 100, Next, Sinclair Research
mnounced the ZX8 1, offering memory
expansion to 16K. Completing the ZX
series of me the Spectrum and
its big brother, the Spectrum+

Although the hardware has been
modified extensively, not much thought
has been oiven to X Basi and,
compared (o Basics on many other

s, Z.% Basic is sadly

ITHCTOS G

home computer
|.|._iruu!'||_"

Until now, that 1s!
proud to offer your Spectrum the
opportunity to transtorm itself into a
MegaSpectrum. All it needsis Y5
MegaBasic — the inexpensive miracle
W cassete

Your Spectrum s

Professional Computing
Power — On A Spectrum
Incorporating many of the best features
{ Basics found on some of the
Spectrum s major rivals (such as the
BBC Micro, CBM 64 and Amstrad
computers), ¥S5 MegaDasic gives you
the opportunity to unleash power
normally associated with machine code!
I'he program itself uses 19K of RAM
leaving you with 22K to write your own
Y'S MegaBasic programs. It may seem
as th lH-_'E: vou've lost a lot of memory,
iﬂ.i!. you'll find you don’t need so much

cOde 1O Creale on-screen l._‘E.’.'l.l\-'l.\.H]I Y5
e .:-.‘.'!:;:.'—*-.' Anvway when was the last

nme you wWrolc '.th”’.

22K 7

a program larger

IHEENDI

fﬂ

-

F_.

) r.
H__..r-""'_- =

... Upgrade Your Spectrum “\"\v‘\\/’

| ToA MegaSpectrum—NOW! Y

ONLY £9.95!

\ AIAMCRAN

At Last! A Real Keyword
Entry System
If you've ever suffered from cramp
\k'h-.' 1 you're plk 1ying double-oclaves

er the \\[‘,.1.11 im’s kevboard accessing
some of those “hard-to get at’
commands ... then despair no longer

Y5 MegaBasicincorporates a real
letter keyword entry system. And
before vou start thinking this is going to
mean more typing, Y5 MegaBasic
allows most commands to be
abbreviated. For example, you'd type
RA. instead of ‘RANDOMISE’

single

L

The man behind ¥S MegaBasic — Mike
Laaman.
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'KEY FEATURES OF YS
MEGABASIC

® An extended command ser. ¥5
WegaBRasic recognises over 35 new
commands, which allow vou to access
the new features availablé as well as
providin g the OPOFTInry n-nruie
maore of the commands in
/!'l. |”|.I"n'|

® 64 cofumns of text
wordprocessing and database
applications.

® [lhree character sizes
HepaBasic

-||'|'H1 lard

Uisefud for

Using ¥5
¢ now the choice of

Vi

accessing double-height, standard and

half-width characters

® [hree character fonts. ¥

MegaBasic offers three font stvies

which allow your Spectrum to mimi

other machines on the market

® Windows. You can manage up to six

(2 .-style windows on-screen af any

one fime

| ® Sprites. Using the free Sprite

| Designer package that accompanies

each copy of YS MegaBasic, you'll be

able to design and manipulate up to

ten spriles on-screen ar once!

® Enhanced sound. Mike Liearman's

faken the Specirum’s BEEP

command and given i the full

Wepa-treatment

® Frocedures. Structiere vour

programs u'.r.|l define new commands
it'’s all here!

® Snippled characters. QL-style

stipples allow you to mix colours

OR-SCFEER 10 BIVE IRferesting ¢ Hour

effects.




Sprite Designer — Free
With EachCopy Of ¥YS
MegaBasic!
Included in the Y5 MegaBasic package,
you'll find a special unhty program
called Sprire Designer. Wnitten by Mike
Leaman in ¥YS MegaBasic, this 11K
program is designed to help you create
sprites on the Spectrum
You can have up to len sprites
n-screen at any one time, but if you're

careful with memory you can get more!

COUBLE HEIGHT

HEIGHT

Here, Y5 MegaBasic is showing oMt its
multifarious character sizos and fonts.
Each window contains text in three
differont sizes: double height, normal
height and that used for 64-columns;
double height and standard text can be
output in three diferent lonts.

..

.l'f.l."-l"-.“

EEI L N4
.rr..J.;"i g ]

L —
L ——

The screen lormat for the input/output of
¥S MegaBasic. Three windows are
provided lor input, LISTing and RUNning
programs; undor software control, each
window's size and purposa can be
changed to suit individual requirements.

'YS MegaBasic

' Available only by
mail order and only
from

Your Spectrum

Your Spectrum, YS MegaBasic
Offer, Sportscene Specialist Press, 14
Rathbone Place, London WI1P 1DE.

LK BASIG?

YS

MEGABASIC
PRIORITY
RDER FORM

[housands of clever Y5 readers
have now upgraded their
apectrums 1o the status ol
MegaSpectrums with a copy of YS§
MeeaBasic. But there are still
plenty of you who can’t quite
believe the claims we've made for
the E‘1--,|_,.'.-LI'I1 Well, vou don't have
to take our word for it, listen to
Tony Wise a reader from North
Yorkshire., “Mike Leaman
deserves a knighthood for rS
MepaBasic. It must stand as the
classic Speccy program of all
ume.” Need we say more!

OTY ITEM

Y5 MEGABASIH

| enclose a cheque/ Postal Order for &

Specialist Press

llI.ll-l'lln LB s L
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MAGAZINE HEALTH WARNING

How To Order
MegaBasic
lust :..-‘1|[1il.'f-' the order form
below (or a photocopy) and send
it off to Your Spectrum, Y5
lfr’u:if:'.rwrf CAfer, Sportsceni
\I,?H'I:'.'.“rf'-.’ Press, 14 Rathbone
Mace. London WIP 1DE. For
each copy you ll need to enclos
cheque/ Postal Order for £9.95
made F'-.'.'-”lf"zl' 0 \i'- riscen

£0 05

Specialist Press. We won't give up
until 4 new name makes it to the
irthday honours hist arse S
Michael Leaman!
PRICE P& P TOTAL
il Talhlal



Beyond's latest saga is not a
game to be trifled with. Over
4,000 locations and a
claimed 30,000 graphics
screens — remind you of
anything? That's nght — it
uses the landscaping
techniques pioneered by
Mike Singleton in Lords of
Midnight. Only this time, it's
also a full blooded adventure
which understands complex
text commands and has all
manner of people and
creatures in it — both good
and bad — all doing their

[ARAVOR |

Balord Aravor can be

summoned in the church of
Balomir. He'll outline your
quest. Keep in with Aravor
— he'll be a great help later.

own thing. And of course,
there's a hefty storyline for
you to digest before you
stand a chance of playing the
game.

Sorderon, not content
with being an evil wizard,
has discovered the secret of
immaortality, slain the rightful
king of Elindor and now
rules the land with fear and

||"__'_

 [SAMUS

Samus the winged horse
desires Krok leaves, which
can be found to the north.
Pay him well and he'll lead
you to the woodcutter's tool.

Leyond

Midnight

Sorderon's Shadow is a major new epic,
complete with a cast of thousands and glorious
landscaped sets. Peter Freebrey becomes the
un-named one and prepares for adventure...

torment. All those faithful 1o
the king have been slain or
transformed. All who are
known to him risk his
terrible vengeance — fear
stalks the day and death
follows by night (Calm
down! Ed). Under his rule,
Elindor is dying.

But there's hope. One of
the Lords of Elindor has for
vears been calling across the
cosmos for an *unknown
warrior’ who'll rid the land
of Sorderon’s evil shadow.,
Alii pretty standard stuff and
nothing to thrill you to
death. Until you discover
that the unknown warrior is
you! Your job is to single-
handedly nd Elindor of its
tyrant, To do this, you must
complete, in order, nine
separate tasks which lead to
his downfall. This might
seem a bit steep but it does
at least give you some
chance of succeeding in an
otherwise strange and deadly
land.

The 14-page manual is a
great help and will be
essential to complete the
game — as is a speech in the
carly stages that was omitted
from our review copy! The
manual sets out the tasks
and describes the major
characters and objects.
There's also a complete map
of Elindor which is crucial
even though some of the
windmills and igloos have

been replaced by huts.
P'raps the climate changed
or maybe the programmers
ran out of memory...

Keep a close watch on
where you are and what's in
front of you or you may well
find yourself dead! Bogs and
marshes are no place for the
newcomer. You'll also come
across many different
creatures on }rnur travcl.'..
mostly hostile. Pay careful
attention to that part of the
instructions dealing with ‘the
nine tasks of the un-named
one’, ‘characters’ and
‘objects’. You'd be wise to
remember the ndmes of the
goodies and baddies "cos if
you kill the wrong one...
you're done for!

Talking about ‘the nine
tasks'— these lead you
through the adventure and
without them you won't
stand a snowball’s chance in
hell. As the hero you must
complete these nine tasks,
seven in the correct order
and the other two at any
time.

Cryptic verse and
character speech will appear
throughout play. These clues
should aid you in your quest
and the instruction booklet
will provide you with further
information when you're
really stuck!

The range of gruesome
creatures in Sorderon's
Shadow is truly amazing and

LARRAS

The wicked witch of the west,
Larras, is an evil old hag but
she'll swop something you
need for something she
needs. It's a case of you
scratch my back and I'll
scratch yours,

their graphical
representation brilliant.
You'll meet anything from a
manic treeblower (eh?) to a
healer called Morkoth.
These two characters are
actually quite useful but
you'll meet a lot of nasties
too, such as the Thornman,

TRACKER

o

Tracker holds a very special
stone, the Orb of Caradach,
which reveals the means ro
overthrow the evil wizard
Sorderon.

Sandman, Krillan and the
Dunecrawlers.

Elindor is a large land and
it'll take quite a bit of ime
to trek across from one side
to another. If some evil doer
puts the boot in and you die
you'll have to repeat that
Journey again — unless of
course you've saved your
position onto tape.

Should you meet with
death the computer appears
to *hang’ and none of the
keys work. It's actually
waiting for you to load in a
saved position, though it
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doesn’t actually tell yvou this
in the instructions. You did
save as you travelled didn’t
you?

Don't be too surprised
when some of the creatures
you meet don't want to go

MANIC
TREEBLOWER

]
|
|

|
Caradach's friend Manic
holds something you want
You must return this object
1o i's righiful owner in order
to receive the first part of
Sorderon’s bane.

Tha lex window shows what s going on snd whal
you're camrying — in this case the Elernal Flame,
Harseshoe of Zephyr and the Urn of Parcaplion — in
usual adventure styla.

Watch Ihe nambakull ... 'y & clock! When i rlues

completely out of the Hames. 1's midnight and the
Krillan hordes take lo the sireel looking for action

Best to REST until daybresic

Bamus. the winged horse, has o definite craving lor
Krok leaves and you're well advised to find him
same. Kesp Samus happy and he Il show you the
woodoutier's oo/

Core! This hall-eaten apple chows your remaining
strangth. | it's white, you're on lop of the world.
Graen maans you're lealing & bit weedy and If 11
turns blue, you'd better walch

away — this happens a lot
and not only does it slow the
game but if you can’t satisfy
their wishes you may find
they decide to dispense with
your services. Nasty eh? It's
a good idea to move through
the night though you must
watch your strength as well
as where you walk — you
may not see that marsh up

ahead...

= T —

s =
MORKOTH

- T

You'll have to seek Hydral,
prince of Bagul, 1o gain an

object desired by Morkoth

the healer. Give this to him
and he'll help vou speak ro
Kerral

imnit prefly 7 The landscaping window shows you
where you are — hare, you're ingide Tracker's hut
The window updates iisell regularty and is capable
af 30000 diffaresl yisw

This window names The type of landscaps you're in
togethar with (he region pod o8 In. 5a here you are in
& hut (wow. |'d never have spofied thal ) in the
Highveld mgian i

These three are Tracksd, Astriever and the Skielalon,
The Tracker comes in very useful in the i task ax
ha knows Ihe whareabouts of the Orb of Carsdach, o
stone gifted with the knowledge of haw 10 overthrow
Sorderon

Oh dear — the spple’s gone 3 moudly blus colour!
You're pretty low on strength — il you don’l waich i,
you'll be sitacked by a Denecrawler and you won'l
e able 1o fight back.

Sorderon’s Shadow is one
complex adventure, so if you
like ‘'em big — get out your
trusty sword, don your hiking
boots and don’t forget to
leave a note for the
milkman...

You've got one line to enter your commands — they
can ba quile compbex lilbe this one and you"ve gol a
vocabulary of 750 words 1o go al! One neal rick |8
the ability o ingtantly recall any of your lasi three
commands psing 3 sentence dore leature.

You could always iry asking! Sorry, but in Elindar
¥ou rarely get somathing for nathing and you're

going lo have fo come up with a beflar deal than this |

Enter Manic Treablower |Manic wha?| and ihe
Thoarmmas. Did prickly leatures has a prickly nature
100 50 don't mess with him unless you're eeling

Aetusals appear here — 50 M you've bodged up a
command or the program can’! undersiand you. you
can gill 5o tha command you iried .
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Nice Identity.
Shame about the Password.

It's a unique combination.

Your Special Identity Number
and Personal Password. The valu-
able key to huge databases teeming
with activity, set on our Mainframes
across the nation.

On Micronet 800, you're a
valued individual, adding your own
special flavour and personality to the
database.

Take our exciting new " Gallery™

You control your personal screens
for all to see. The intnguing ** Chatline™
public conversation service gives
you freedom to express your views
and meet some remarkable people.

All part of a tremendous Commu-
nications section that networks you
to 60,000 Micronet and Prestel users
across the country. Try Teleshopping.
or interview celebrities live on
" Celebrity Chatline™ every
Wednesday night.

And there's FREE (& instant)
National Electronic Mail, plus Inter-
national Telex, and the Contact and
SwapShop bulletin boards.

Get computer news first on
Micronet’s daily (and controversial)
“Newsflashes™ and read up on the
latest reviews and courses. Feast
from our regularly changing menu of
programs to download straight into
your micro - absolutely free.

You also get access to Educa-
tional Computing’s **School Link"
and Prestel's huge 300,000 page

database, including world news.
business & share bulletins and
optional homebanking. For only

£16.50 per quarter, that's less than

micronet.

g

the price of a daily paper!

The only accessory you need is
a Modem, to get the best value for
money around in micro communi-
catons.

Fill in the coupon for the full
facts and send to Micronet 800,
8 Herbal Hill, London ECIR 5SEJ.
But be warned, Micronet 800 is a
‘hiving’ service with ever-expanding
features. So maybe you'd be better to
call in at your local Micronet 800
Action Station. There are thousands
of Micronetters waiting to meet you !

Tie MICRONET S060, [} Hosuier, B Heahal H I

ricl t t




SEE MICRONET 800 IN ACTION

At selected Boots, Laskys, John Lewis & your local computer store
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It's 2010 and you're in the thick of it
Your only chance of survival is to collect
valuable pellets which are essential fc
the propagation of the human race

No it's not Blade Runner but
The Grid — the fourth entry to YS lame
frame, Opportunity Knocks. Conor
O'Neill from Kilkenny in the Republic of
Ireland has toiled for hours to perfect this
program. It’s casily one of the finalists but
whether or not it reaches the number one
SpOt 1S up 1O you

A combination of Basic and machine

ode provides the formula for this
compulsive action-packed game, based
m a simple but ingenious idea.

You are thrown into the battleheld
from the word go and don’t you know it!
Reaping your harvest is easy you'll
mly need to occupy the same grid
OCcation as a ]H..‘] el in order to collect it
But avoiding the trackers 15n't quite s
Casy ah trackers, did we forget to
mention them?

Scanning the harvest area and shooling
* Ed) the

trackers show no mercy where human

laser blasts at will ( Who he

scavangers arc concerned. 1f you don't
fancy an early grave keep well out of
thewr himng line

Control is simple. Put your fingers on
the O, A, O and P keys and prepare to
face The Grid

Knocking Order
Lo

now only leaves two places for vour
megagame do you dare nsk leaving it
t0 the last moment?

If vou want to have & go, remember
that the program must be under 5K and
make sure you mclude complete
instructions with vour tape. Last but not
least, be certam that vour entrv 15 gomng

s entry into Opportunity Knocks

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

Blast off to the 21st century with Conor O’'Neill’'s entry in the
Opportunity Knocks fame trail. Can you beat it? Can you save
the human race at all? You're gonna have to face ...

Your aim Is to collect
all the pellets. Harvesl
the lot on pne screen
and you'll get a new
pattern on the next

You start down here
but don't hang around
as Il's a very
dangerous place. Stick
| 1o the middie of the
grid and you'll give
yoursell more time to
dodge the missiles

to knock SPOLs ( ff its CoOmpeutors.

I'he outright winner, chosen by vou the
readers, will have his or her program
taken to a software house [or possible
commercialisation. And that's not all
they'll also receive a hefty fee from Y5 as
will the rest of the hinahsts

So You Think You've Got it?

If you think you've got what it takes to be
il MEgagamc programmcr don’t waste a

second, get yvour entry 1n fast. Send it to

Walch for the trackers
at the sioes of the grid

they're not stupid
you know and will fire
onty when you re in
their sight!

Missiles are easy (0 dodge on the slower
levels (six and above) bul once you're down
o level 1 {o 3, you've gol no chance of
evasion manoeuvre al all

Gavin Monk, Y5, Opportunity Knock
14 I*j...:'.rll"'l."lh' Place i ondion “‘ 1P |-||‘

DON'T READTHIS...

.+ - unless you want a hand in playing
this game. POKE 482110 will give
vou infinite lives, POKE 47961 .x will
let you view screen x, and greater
control over speed can be gained by
POKEing 597 with the required
value, Good Grid-dance!

The Basic Loader

This program should be saved at the start
of your mastér tape with SAVE “THE
GRID" LINE 1. It's purpose is simply to

4,81 "CONTROLS »
8,193 " AvDDWN-
13 PRINT AT 6,19 “OvLEFT"
13 PRINT AT 7,19; "P=RIGHT"
14 PRINT AT 9,35; "SELECT SPEED 1-8

12 FRINT AT ey

1l PHINT AT

I FLM Fel TU 300 MEAT 1
S0 FOEE 479AL,1

HaNUOMITE US i

FT sCsFERE 4%SES» 79580 F)

load in the code and print high scoras and T FTT AL T
S0 on. % LET ats[NKEYS i IF scr=hac THEN LET hmc=
ila IF as="" THEN B0 T0 1% 2 POLRE 45289.8: POKE a=5%0.8
TE (CUDE an) 48 AND  {CUDE a Th PRINT AT &.8)"BCORE= “gacy
1 LOAD “*CODE . HEN POFE =089 P, vl aldelis=j1: HISLURE= gl
4 PAFER @t InK o BORLER 93 CLS G010 1w =7 FAUSE @
S LET hsc=0D .60 TO 1% 28 GO TD (4
The Hex Loader. -.-B. . 158 LET €uecusva
" 28 LET ce=9 [ EE i%ngva
Standard stuff this. Just enter it and type vE R T MO ' Bl Ao ema (&9 FRINT AT 2,ne2jadi TU
RUN. You'll be asked lo enter the Hex S8 THPUT “Ran 8 Betan® . U INE. a1 178 LET af=asi3 TI
code as listed on this page, once done, AR TE LGN AR M6 THEN B0 -TO. {¢aa {8 NEXT n
save the code after your Basic loader, B LET $edy FOR jmi o 1k FUT “Chechoum “1 LINE i
. )£ 104 PRINT A7 ja
I HEM General Hes Loader e L) nEty @ OR at J “J\ y Ch : FI“. AR Tr 1
o POKE 234588 Arili il ) A" DR mBij) I TRi:N -LI-I .-' *al i i Bl HL
1 INFUT “Start Addresas "jatart LET ¢ :'ﬁ.‘i ;Ir T 1
4 "‘": :'” a®, INT desbitee = 108 MEXT B0 CLE FRINT LE AFTER
-p_:‘-u .uh.f:-ﬁ ave] atart-255INT Las 1F 4 THEM LE HaE I
et P8 PO ned T ORDE "REMOVE EAR LEAD
R it B g e A : {28 LET yeCUOE -aF i) =481 1IF yi9 1@ BAVE +$CODE mtart,lsngth
& LET wlart=256»"CEK USK “a’ “cy " i 1 b .
o MR farel] VHEMN LET ey P | i PRINT EitIF
y Ty porer s LET CODE - a8 2)~al1 [E =99 A VERTFY WA
INFUT “Leangt) slength i ThiT .
P NPT Fileg NHNane "1 1 WM LET -7 A La 1 FRIN i . LW
e A ' J 1808 PRINT § 15,0 "EHEDOR": &
1@ FOR @==fart i atart+length 140 LET va=laeyrs
The Hex Data 45096 B2 34 £9 AT ED 53 22 0B =942 45184 C9 7€ FE BE CO CD 34 Cf =142}
43184 B C9 24 BE P2 J3 @9 B2 =831 AJ19S B0 J1 1T BZ T4 C¥ Ta =4
Enter this into Wis Hax ioader Siaivt bytes 5112 21 0% B2 34 00 C9 2A BE =504 45200 B2 2B CO 81 BO C9 CD BE =1279
at a time. Its start address is 45056 and 45120 B2 GO 4C BR EY 23 36 @5 <940 45705 BE CD 80 B CD JE B0 C9 =120
its length 5147. 45128 E1 T4 Mk 9 7C E& 18 CB =197 45214 CD 32 B B5 BB 11 BD BT =453
421736 2F CR 2F CB 2F Cé& BB a7 =934 L2484 A 85 W2 19 ES A @9y B2 Tae
45056 1E @1 21 7 2 7T CD AR =7AD 42148 CY A BB B2 E4& 18 FE 10 =944 32 3A @7 Bl FE Bl C2 BC B =) 0%s
ASP4A BY 11 21 BB 2A @Y BI CD =a3a 45132 IE 0@ C2 &7 BO 1E 18 3A =407 45240 ZB C3 BD B® 23 D1 1A 77 =993
AS372 26 BP CD 32 PA C9 XE BB =]B4) 42160 BB BT ES BF BI 146 0@ &F =714 43240 CD 14 BA 1D E@ JE FF 24 |
45800 26 BT B2 77 11 20 91 2A =498 431668 11 B0 AR 19 CY CD 59 B9 =777 AAT5HE W9 BT 1) B@ Bl ED 52 77 =643
45088 0¥ B2 19 22 09 BT J1 B% =47 45174 1] B2 40 ED %2 D4 S5 BD =94 45764 C9 LD BE B1 CO DB Bd CD =1a@82

THE GRID

adw, 11840 vo qupeaR u) wesBosd sy g
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YOUR SPECTRUM DOES NOT CONDONE SOFTWARE PIRACY

to charge LOW PRICES for the smaller repairs!
(e.g.€9 for keyboard faults)
FOR SPEED - “One firm at least can effect any
necessary repairs over the counter in 45
minutes. Basaed in Manchester, MANCOMP can
offer what is arguably the FASTEST turnaround
in the business to personal callers™ CRASH
Magazine JUNE 1985
FOR LOW PRICES - “My Spectrum blew recently,
| took it to MANCOMP, who fixed it in B minutes!
and for less than £10! They are local, ‘clued up’
and blindingly efficient!” 4 HEATONS DIGEST
’FOH REPUTATION & HELPFULNESS - "I have
I come across a firm that will be more than willing
to advise you as to how to remedy your problems
They are called MANCOMP and as well as

and offer reasonably cheap and more
importantly CORRECT CURES” Phil Rogers
POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY JAN B5

FOR PROFESSIONALISM — “Of all the repair
companies ‘Sinclair User” spoke to, MANCOMP
seemned the MOST PROFESSIONAL when it came

{ THE ELINCA TAPELOA |
ﬁ . : QUDMOUTH &85 (9 99

BANISH LOADing FHOBLEMS

T ECTRI ."_'I

b= (] "} £1)

Celina_w

Daisy Walk, Shetlield 53 TPY, England Tel: 756728 (0742)

SPECTRUM
B

Supar sharp fexl
Superb golour
graphice

I & monlt
P S

'Y

I

L oning
0 o

W

@ Tiue TTL/Analogue oulpuls + COmp ByNCH
® Moniior guality plolurea-no dol crawl
B Suiia |Iu.!l monitors § monitor TYas
OL '] lJT [ ] Simply plugs WMlD expEARIOR PO
P Mo SEpArAle pOwWer supply Féagulrsd
O Maw through port varslon Allaws conned | ian

MODULE

| modama, |ay-allck Intarlacas sl

Price €314 98 or CIA. 8801hrough port) « ©1PAF
many iddons paris & sofiware SAE lor delalls
20 STARLING CLOSE, BUCKHURST HILL

ESSCX, 1GB STN Tel O01-804-2840

SPECTRUM

[ trums upgraded 4BK for 5
£34. Keyboard faults anly DK'TRONICS KEYBOARDS
Lis ISPECTRUM ONLY
INLY 30 00
R.A. ELECTRONICS §32 50 FITTED. SEND FOR DETALS

BLANK CASSETTES

WITH LIBRARY CAS

REPAIRS || . &% % % %

5%" DS/DD DISKS

10 FR 71400 s P1LARTI ASE

33 London Road, South
Lowestaft, Sulfolk
Tel: (0502) 66289

RING US NOW!' (0783 695034
UK HOME COMPUTERS (DEPT Y5
87 CHURCHWARD AVE
SWINDON, WILTS SN2 INH

[T g inall UK. with
£ wd While-u-Wait repairs!
with INTERNATIONAL repair service!

repairing faulty spectrums, are also quite
willing to discuss your problems with you

Prartworks Laifw
Manchester M19 A7
Phone D61 - 224 1588

OR 051 -224 S688 ] SATTw 5. 5!
DPEN MON - SAT Suarm to Toer b £ ¥ -
i } ol %
- ¥ PR Ty
¥ it EFSOm i &, ANE

The Ist choice

NOTE OUR PRICES AND WATCH

' to advice and a helpful
attitude”™ ALIG 85

- .FDH HONESTY - We let you
watch your computer being repaired and if there
is nothing wrong with it, we will tell voulll

THIS IS WHY ';._r'-q-d{ trum users from London
Scotiand, Birmingham, Liverpool, Coventry, Leicester
Giossop, LOM., etc. AUSTRALIA. AUSTRIA, BELGIUM,
EGYPT, EIRE. GERMANY, HOLLAND, KUWAIT, NORWAY
PAKISTAN, FAFLA NEW CGUINEA, SAUDT ARABIA
SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND and ZIMBABWE - send their
Spectrums to MANCOMP for repair!

& Z4 TURNAROUND = NO-QUIBBLE GUARANTEE
® NO HIDDEN COSTS

EXTRA-SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR ED N5T

HMLF CHARITIES. HOSPITALS, |

WHY DELAY? ror FREE ne obdigaticn estimats PHOME O#
SENMD YOUR SPECTRUM TO
MANCOMP FOR THE FASTEST
AND CHEAPEST REPUR
SERVICE AROUNDH

MANCOMP o
(Dept. YSI12 )

e ranuUImE

Corrmwall

H3aV31 3HL MOT104 SHIHLO

JRCES,

SPECTRUM REPAIRS
A Better Deal from Micro-World

REPLACEMENT OF MIC, EAR & POWER SOCKET 7.95 i
POWER SUPPLIES (Spectrum/Plus/ZX81) 1095
KEYBOARD — REPLACEMENT
(Mat, Membrane & Plate) 1295 |
ALL OTHER FAULTS 1795 B

SINCLAIR-PLUS KEYBOARDS inc fitting

SINCLAIR-PLUS KEYBOARD AND REPAIR 45.00
16-48K UPGRADE (12 months Warranty) 25.95
ZXB81 = REPAIRS 15.95
ZX — INTERFACE | — REPAIR 1595
ZX — PRINTER REPAIR 15.95
ZX — MICRODRIVE— REPAIR 15.95

@ Prices fully inclusive of VAT & Relurn PEP
& 4Bhr turn round on most machines
® 4 months warranty on repairs

# Send SPECTRUM ONLY suitably packed clearly stating
fault, your name & address, cheque or postal order to

Micro-World Computers (YS)
25 Hill Top Road, Slaithwaite, Huddersfield HDT 5ES
Telephone: (Day) 0484-846117 (Evening) 0484-845587

Showroom:
1008/1010 Manchester Road, Linthwaite., Hudderafield HDT 500
Open 9 to 5.30, 6 days

FOR RATES AND DETAILS ON ADVERTISING CALL DAVID 01-580 0504

4

0

2995 i
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1 =%~ 48K SPECTRUM

3 UTILITIES |

EWIKLOAD sllows casastle soltwara

|
TIMES the normial spesd an o standard cass
professionally wniten manusl = pisns e T
commaearcially writtan Basic and Maching

A Bir ke upgrading vour C5 to & 3.5 Ut N

Thank yvou for the delivern f your excellant Knid

I'm wary satisPed M. Mellat France
ngue service, provdad

by thpt n conjunclion with
YOUR SPECTRUM, is t0 ncrease the

r LR T by
yITar or

Only £4.968 including & lree tapas haadsr rands |

w *

VARILOAD s a noew product written at the réquest of
customers. Several KWIKLOAD users askad whethar
spaeds in axceas of 4500 baud coauld be ac ey sl
VARILOAD was written to allow EWIEKLOAD 1« porale ol
sny ol B differant speeds botwsen 20004 s
Depending on the reliabllity of your cassatte resors

pow thilny KWK QAD o wpur syapt rAquiramMant
NOTE VARILDAD works in
EWiKLDAD Only £3.60

L s

B readers

S I
sEnice will e avanabe

L AD AND VAR
L wuiy [ 750
7 AN gLl
Sp At L] J
rei] DAL . |
SpECtrum | v

THETFORD MICROS

SPECIALIST IN SPECTRUM REPAIRS

21 Guildhall Street, Service Department
Thettord, Unit 4, Leyland Close
Norfolk, Thetford, Norfolk,

Tel: (0842) 61645 Tel: (0842) 65897

Why wait weeks to get your Spectrum repaired

We at Thetford Micros (Service Dept) have just put into operation a new fully equipped workshop 1o allow us to keep up
our 24 Hours "Guaranteed” repair service on your Sinclair Spectrum computers. We have fully trained staff and our
workmanship and repair work is fully warranteed to give your the confidence that you micro 1s in the safest hands. Any
first time repairs will be £16.00 + VAT + £2.00 postage and package = total £20.40 for any repair on your computer
We also specialise in the repair of the Spectrum microdrive, Interface |, || and ZX printers at the same standard charge
Payment maybe made by cheque, Barclaycard, Access, American Express, or Postal Order. So all you have to do is
post your faulty Spectrum to us along with payment and we will dc the rest, your repaired Spectrum will be back in the
post within 24 hours (we never sleep!) and depending on the post office it will be back with you within 5-6 days. We have
already undertaken repairs from all over England and the continent

We also undertake repair work on Acorn, Commodore, Amstrad, Texas, Dragon elc., at the lowest of prices
Any problems with your micro phone Pete on the above telephone numbers - I'll be only too pleased to assist.

We also produce our own Spectrum 48K Upgrade Kils'' complete with fitting instructions
£24.00 (VAT +P&P) inclusive

QL repairs £35.00 + VAT + P&P £2.00. Microdrive £39.00 + VAT + P&P £2.00
Switchable UHF — compaosite video can be fitted to your Spectrum for only £14.00+ VAT +£2 00 P&P
Trade enquiries welcome
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HACK FREE ZO0ONE

Hi, Hi, Hi games-playing hexperts, it's me Hex Loader with another helpful heap

of your trips and ticks for winning at those wacky games .

Zo, you haz come back ha? |
knew you would — there we
were last month poised at the
very brink of solving Dun
Darach when | suffered a tape
loading error. Not 1o worry
the third and final part of the
P Bradford serialised solution
saga 18 coming up right now:

Go through the next door
{bet you've tned that by now,
haven't vou?) and you'll be
presented with a row of six
doors (row A). Take the third
door to row B, Third door
again and vou're on row C.
Now take the fifth door and
you'll come to row D. From
row D, it's the hfth door.
Beicha reckon all this took
ages to work out! Nah, the
2+ 25 scroll from last month

- and before you load up
vour Y5 Megabasic, that
works out at 33554432 —
gives you the route 1o take. So
from row A, we took door 3,
then door 3, then door 5 and
s0 on. Easy enough.

Omnce you get to the end of
the row of doors, you should
be faced with a normal door
Inside, spell out the word O A
K and pick-up the L-key. Find
Loeg and give it to him and he
will say “Fair exchange — let's
go ... and witter on much
like | do. Now go 1o South
Gate on Claw Lane. Make
sure you put the asterisk on
another object besides the L-
key or the pickpockets will get
it. Use the Portal to get to the
Soke and go through the
South Gate for the final
message. And that's it —
thanks a8 million *P° — i n:]tln'!
have done it without you!

So now I've given the game
away, | might as well add
insults to information and tell
you what Charlie Morgan
thought of the game. First, he
thought the ending was a bit
of an anti-climax — the final
message is just “The End. Ta
from GG!". Warse, you don't
even have to free Leog from
jail to finish the game (ah, but
it's more fun than just
finishing it!) There's also a
trawler full of red-herrings
dehiberate or a last minute
rush asks our man in
( :n-}dun'.’

'wo examples: entry to
Laydos is with the spell “Show

the lady™ — you’ll get the
message “forbidden™
Gargovie says this is because
there's all sorts of naughty,
naughty goings on inside

Laydos. But if vou can’t get in,

why is it there at all? To enter
21 Cinder Bank you need
“Gold in Ashes™, Inside is a
Pyrite which no one in the
game wants and thereflore
s¢cms to h{" ur no usc
whatsoever. Ulmm yEs,
what does the Gargoyle say to
that? Meanwhile, anybody
been to Marsport ot more
importantly got out again?

Right then, who's next?
Here's a letter from Peter
‘Gutterheart’ Page of
Andover, Fist (sorry,
Hampshire). Oh, and here’s
another one . . . and here’s
another one. Thought you
could ¢crush me into printing
some of your magic words,
huh? You're right! Excerpl
one coming up:

Aha! Yep, that’s right!

I've fimshed Occan's Pud Pud
(2nd September). To finish,
vou have to collect 10 puds
then make vour way to the last
location (if you imagine the
map is on a 30 x 14 grid then
this would be location 8,23).
Try to eat power-giving
objects, winged objects,
snakes, crabs, bats, skulls and
walking blobs. Make a map

yours puddingly Peter
Page”

Nice to se¢ a pudding-head
who wnites in my own imitable
style. More pages from the
Page guide to games-beating
coming up soon — he really
knows his stuff

James Fitzpatrick who's
holed up in West London
writes on Pyjamarama: always
get the £1 comn and change it
for the penny (those £15 burn
a hole in your pocket anyway)
You can then get into the
bathroom and grab the
hammer as well as the scissors
which will help you cut the
balloon and get the Box Key

provided the help-on switch
is down. Phew!

Meanwhile, Fisis are
exploding all over East
Lothian courtesy of Graham
Cairns. The way to down an
opponent of any Dan s to
walk three side steps towards

him then kneel down and
punch him when he's in range.
sounds a bt below the belt 1o
me.

Evan Mason, live from
Zimbabwe, talks of
Dragontore. If you find
vourself in the Drud’s Last
Sanctuary and get transported
to a room without any doors
( Carfuf Hex, we're trying fo
find one for you! Ed) then
don’t go spair, sorry despair —
just try your Leyrod!

Right, dammit, that's
enough for one month, Next
time I'm taking over . . .
they've promised me more
memory space for my winning
bytes so ['m going to need

more input from you lot out
there — keep wrniting to me,
Hex Loader, at ¥S§, 14
Rathbone Place, London WP
IDE and keep "em tips a-
coming which reminds me the
Editor can’t pull the plug on
me this month ‘cos | got
Irouble-totin’ Pete to screw
the plug to the wall so they
can’t get away with that old
trick and [ can tell you about
something that had slipped my
mind when 1 was dumping that
other stuff which is that

hey, no, that's just not fair |
mean ... L. BREAK into
program, J000:8. (Sorry about
rhat bur we're running oul of
magazine! Ed)

READER SPOT: FAIRLIGHT

fit through the gap either . .,

the edge. Haha . . .

Don't Get Cross: Small buglets rounded up for free,
courtesy of Kit Simpson of Manchester . ..
thought that to get past the mad monk you'd nesd to get
the cross from under the throne and chuck it at him didn't
youT Well, yes, that does work doesn't itT Ah, why not save
yoursalf the trouble and climb up on the sdge of the stair,
right at the top and next to the monk and then jump against
the door frame. Huh! | didn't think you wore thin enough to

you can now climb down in comfort!

'cos | bat you |

Cliff Hanging: Oops . .. | accidentally erased the name of
my valiant reader who helped me crack this one but here |
goes all the same: all you do is collect two stools from the |
Troll's cave and bring them back to the cliff. Push 'em as
tar over the cliff as you can (here's one time when it's not
safe to fall betwaen two stools) and letch two barrels from
the cave. Climb on the stools and chuck the barrels over

-
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After adding our products to your Spectrum,
your Spectrum will not merely become a superior
computer but a more complete computer system.

The SAGA keyboards, culminating in the new
SAGA3ELITE, provide your Spectrum with the sheer
elegance that it deserves. The SAGA 3ELITE
incorporates the most recent technology in keyboard
design which provides 27 single entry functions.

If youwould like graphics with real Style, then
they are yours with our latest graphics package, while
letter quality print can be produced for less than
£120 from our new printer.

Just cut out the Coupon below for any of the
following products:

SAGA 1 EMPEROR 67 keys enable easy accessto
every function, making obsolete the 'Stretch
requirement' of other keyboards. £49.95

SAGA 2 PROFILE Are-design of the popular Lo Profile
with number pad, 52 keys. £49.95

SAGA 3 ELITE recently developed, the SAGA3ELITE
is the finest available keyboard for your Spectrum.
The keyboard and number pad has 87 keysin total, a
massive 27 keys are auto-shifted. £79.95

SAGASYSTEMS LIMITED |
(04862) 22977

DUSTCOVERS Black with SSL logo, available for all
keyboards. £4.95

STYLE Realise your graphic expectations. Comprises
Kempston compatible interface and Software.
£29.95

SAGA GP Graphics Tablet—super improve STYLE.
plugitinand see. £79.95 (read the reviews!)
NEWLETTER QUALITY PRINTER The first in a new
range of printers to be available shortly. SPEED: 12
CPS. PRINT: Ink on ordinary A4 paper. INTERFACE:
Centronics & RS232. For print sample and further
information, write or call now, only £119.95
SOUNDBOOST Puts music in your ears (and
television) £9.95

FLEXICABLE Extend your capabilities with two more
ports! £11.95

TURBO INTERFACE with custom chip, ROM slot and
2 joystick sockets the TURBO out-performsother
joystick interfaces. £21.95

We invite your enquiries on (04862) 22977,
more descriptive literature is freely available for each

mpmduct {please send stamp)

KEEPING YOUR COMPUTER
UP TO DATE

QUANTITY P&P

SAGA1EMPEROR | | #%£4995 £1.50
SAGA2PROFILE #£4095 £1.50
SAGA3ELITE #E73.95 £1.85
DUSTCOVER #E495 FREE
STYLE #£20.95 FREE
SAGAGP —t #E£79.595 £1.50
LTR-1 PRINTER #£119.95 £2.30
SOUNDBOOQST #£9.95 FREE
FLEXICABLE #ELLO5 FREE
TURBOINTERFACE | | #£2195 £l

VAT is included TOTAL

Overseasorders, please deduct 15% VAT add £ 3 for postage excess

SEND YOUR ORDER TO: Dept YS10 Order Desk Saga Systems
Limited. 2 Eve Road, Woking, Surrey GU21 4JT

Mr/Mrs/Miss
Address

Amount enclosed £

My Access Card No. is |_[ 'T_'—T—[l J_ [ ] ' 1

a === = EEE

KX ACCESS ONLY ACCEPTED
Please tick method of payment: PO[_| Cheque| | Draft[ | Access| |
H this is confirmation of telephone order, please tick box| |

Signature = Date

Please allow 28 days for delivery

Limited quantities of the onginal low profile keyboard are available at only £39.95inc. VAT +£1 50 P&P
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This incredible programme is uni
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dmazing screens ever created for the
Spectrum. The screens have true
dimensionality and appear both in

THIS IS NOT A GAME,
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front and behind the surface of TFREE PAIR OF 3D GLASSES
television screen. s PHSEE,EB'%% THE PROGRAMME.

THIS PROGRAMME TOGETHER
WITH A STEREOSCOPIC (3D)
FACT PACK IS ONLY

£l ECTRONIC Hﬂlﬂﬁﬂ
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Please rush me without obligation my

iz | || PoR

| also require ( ) pairs of 3D glasses
at 99p each

Send correct remittance and s.a.e. to: 3D Poster Offer, PW. Marketing, -
PO. Box 21, Manchester M16 BEE I

MName

Address

' WE WILL BE HAPPY TO SEND YOU A FFIEE STEREOSCOPIC (30D)
POSTER WHICH ADVERTISES THIS SOFTWARE THE POSTER IS

TO: 30 POSTER OFFER, BW. MARKETING, RO, DOX 21,
Ay MANCHESTER M16 BEE.

RETURN THIS COUPON FOR YOUR FREE 3D POSTER! I

IN 3D SIMPLY SEND A LARGE STAMPED & ADDRESSED ENVELOPE




