scholarships this year, the Forty et Eight
has granted in excess of eight and one-
half million dollars since the inception of
this program.

Carville Star

As one of their ongoing programs, the
Voyageurs Militaire offer continuing
support of the patient publication “The
Carville Star” of the National Hansen's
Disease Center in Carville, Louisiana.
Formerly a United States Public Health
Service Hospital, the Center has been
successful in isolating, controliing and
soon the development of the vaccine to
prevent Hansen's Disease (leprosy). The
Forty et Eight was instrumental in main-
taining this facility as the only-survivor
of the Public Health Service Hospital
System. The patient-published magazine
carries the research works of not only
this center but those of the rest of the
world and is translated and forwarded to
119 countries along with a circulation of
more than 70,000 in the United States.
The Forty et Eight is proud to have pro-
vided all of the equipment necessary for
the publication and distribution of this
magazine. From the modern four color
offset presses to the latest computer type-
setting and addressing systems, we are
justly proud of our ability to provide
over ninety percent of the funding for
this project.

Americanism

By virtue of being Veterans who have
served their country in its time of greatest
need, the fun loving, hard working Voy-
ageurs Militaire maintain a strong com-
mitment to the American way of life.
Americanism projects, respect for the
Flag, Constitution, law and order and
the proven willingriess to defend these
principles is evident in the day-to-day
activities of the members of our Society.

WILLIAM M LLOYD
39 WEST MANOR APT
SEAFORD DE 19973



What Is The
Forty Et Eight?

Organization

La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit
Chevaux, an independent fraternal
organization of Veterans, popularly
known as the Forty et Eight, is the fun
and honor society of American Legion-
naires. Now composed of the Veterans of
both World Wars, the Korean.and Viet
Nam conflicts, it draws its origin from
World War I when young Amnericans
were sent to France to fight a war — the
war to end all wars. The narrow gauge
railroads of France had box cars (Voi-
tures) that carried little more than half
the capacity of American box cars and
these voitures were used to transport the
men and horses to and from the fighting
fronts. On the side of these little box cars
was stenciled the capacity of each. Hold-
ing either forty men or eight horses, these
voitures became the trademark of our
organization. If you could laugh at the
train ride from the coast of France to the
trenches crowded in these little box cars
which were only recently vacated by
eight horses, one could surely adapt to
the changes in his life when he returned
home. The Forty et Eight was organized
in 1920 as the fun and honor society of
the American Legion. Membership in the
Forty et Eight is recognition for service to
the American Legion and/or its
programs.

“Blue Hen Special”
This loco is used for Children and Youth activities
and other worthy programs.

Original French boxcar donated by the French
government to the State of Delaware. Now owned
by Voiture 1320 and on display at American

Purpose

The Voyageurs Militaire of the Forty et
Eight ask for nothing except to serve their
fellow human beings and by that service
provide our children with a safe, free
land of opportunity and to further pro-
vide for the adequate defense of the
greatest system of government devised
by the mind of man.

Child Welfare

The Voyageurs Militaire (Military
Travelers) founded a Child Welfare Pro-
gram in 1923 to ease the pain and suffer-
ing of those children whose fathers never
returned or who were unable to care for
their needs after the “Big War”. Today,
our efforts touch over one million
children annually with an investment of
seven million dollars. Always looking for
new ways to serve America and its com-
munities has led the Forty et Eight to en-
compass the A.A.U. Junior Olympics
basketball projects into its existing Child
Welfare Program.

Nurses Training

In 1955, the Voyageurs Militaire
recognized the shortage of Registered
Nurses and began to provide the finan-
cial assistance in scholarships to those
who enrolled for this training. With 1934
students receiving over $715,700 in
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Edward Phillips Sr. with the Vforld War I boxcar on display at Seaford American Legion Post. it will be dedicated Saturday

Restore boxcar to o or World War I vets

By PHIL MILFORD
Staff reporter

SEAFORD — The spirits of Delaware’s
World War I veterans wi!l be in the spot-
light Saturday.

The state Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs will dedicate a historical
marker for a restored French boxcar in
front of the Seaford American Legion Post
that morning, according to Ed Phillips Jr.,
Legion spokesman who spearheaded the
project.

“It’s in excellent shape. It took two
vears to get it refinished.” said Phillips,
72, a disabled Army veteran of World War
II who is trying to keep the memory of
The Great War alive ‘or future gener-
ations.

Phillips is among ahout 90 Delaware
Legion members who belong to La Societe
de Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux.
Known among Legionnaires as ‘“‘The
Forty and Eight,” it is an honor society

What: Division of Historical and Cultural
Affairs dedication of historical marker
for a restored French boxcar

Where: American Legion Post, Front
Street, Seaford

When: 10 a.m. Saturday

based on one of the most memorable expe-
riences of U.S. doughboys — traveling
through France in rail cars designed to
hold 40 men or eight horses.

A well-known tale tells of a sergeant
who reported, “T got all my 40 artillery-
men in the boxcar. But if you try to put
eight horses in, somebody’s gonna be
trampled.”

The cars, clearly labeled with their ca-
pacity, were built in the latter part of the
19th century, but were still in use in parts
of Europe and North Africa when soldiers
arrived for World War 1I.

As a token of their gratitude after the
war, the French stuffed 49 of the cars with
gifts such as wine, lace, perfume and hats,
then shipped the for each state in
the country, and rict of Columbia,
according to Russell McCabe of the his-
torical division.

Delaware’s boxcar arrived in Wilming-
ton Feb. 12, 1947. It was displayed in
Rodney Square, then trucked to Newark.
Middletown, Smyrna, Dover, Harrington.
Bridgeville, Seaford, Laurel, Delmar, Sel-
byville, Millsboro, Stockley, Georgetown.
Rehoboth Beach, Lewes, Milton. Milford,
and New Castle, for everyone to see.

“They gave out gifts to each town, from
different sections of France,” said Phil-
lips.

Eventually, the American Legion placed
the boxcar at an old four-room brick
schoothouse near Harbeson. But by 1951,
Phillips said, it was moved to the Legion
post in Seaford because the Harbeson site
was difficult to find.
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Box Car

The Forty & Elght Boxcar was dedicated Saturday morning in Seaford.
The original French boxcar was donated by the French government to the
State of Delaware and Is now owned by Voiture 1320 and on display at
American Leglon Post 6 In Seaford. Among those on hand for the dedica-
tion are (l. to r.) Russell McCabe, historic markers program coordinator for
the Delaware State Archlves; Dale Dukes, Sussex County Council presi-
dent; Guy Longo, mayor of Seaford; Benjamin Ewing, 35th Dlstrict
representative; Tina Fallon, 39th District representative; Ed Phlllips Sr.,
maln speaker; Andrew J. Dolak, grand chef de gare, 1982; Thurman

dication Held

Michele Bartley photo

Adams and Robert Venables, state senators, and William Stevenson, Sus-
sex County councilman. The Forty & Eight Is an independent fraternal or-
ganization of veterans which draws its origins when young Americans
were sent to France during World War 1. The French box cars, or voitures,
carrled little more than half of the capacity of American cars and if one
could laugh at the traln ride from the coast of France to the trenches in the
crowded cars one could adapt to changes In life when the veteran retur-
ned home, according to literature on the Legion.
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Opening Ceremonies 10:00 A.M.

Pledge of Allegiance Don Orth
Prayer Dick Drummond
Greetings Mayor Guy Longo

Mayor Esther Head

Introduction of Distingquished Guests and Main
Speaker Grand Chef De Gare Harold Harley

Main Speaker Ed Phillips Sr.
Unveiling of Historic Marker

Remarks by Tina Fallon
Ben Ewing
Bob Quillen
Robert Venables
Thurman Adams
Dale Dukes

Closing Ceremonies

Refreshments served in Legion Hall

Refreshments compliments of

Hostess
Mr. Donut
Dunking Donut
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dual-purpose: railroad boxcars
stenciled on their sides: “ Hommes 40—-Chevaux 8.” But now
the cars beld neither men nor horses. All had been repaired,
freshly painted, and decorated with u 1g the
of arms of the forty provinces of F e their
upon tricolored bands, was printed the name of the enterprise
for which they stood—on one side “Train de o Reconnats-
sance Francaise”™ und on the other “Gratitude Train.”

‘The train was an ¢xpression of thunks from the citizens of
France to the people of America for aid rendered during and
after World War I, which had been delivered in a

to France and Italy. Initiated
columnist Drew Pearson, this
distribution of over seven hun

The American Friendship
war veteran named André Picard to suggest that France
s0 w
ed E
ive coun
Cl gne,
headdresses from the Brittany
chi¢ hats from Paris: clay
veterans organization adopt
eommittee was established to solicit gifts.

As press and radio spread the er, the
g ome The annou
o the h an
ment; and hundreds of prof nd
to Clearly e boxcar
h the local ittee, the

National Headquart;zrs of the French War Veterans Associa-

grritory mer of 1945, traiu
red rail for Forty and Ei
bo were a ularly appro-
nce ng Wor r I, millions of
Fu o
ed in F to find i
twenty ong and w
built between 1972 and 1885, The Americans were alter-
ely ed and
54 imes th

Stallings tells of one sergean
]
t i

et ~ Ao/, 1787

velerans

old cars,

“for a ulb "
By of 1 e baxcars were filled t0 capacity. The

'y

iy,

American doughboys, opposite, swarm over their already
antiquated transport on the way 1o the front; above, the
Mageilan with its cargo of presents passes anovther French
gift as it enters New York Harbor
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Gifts for All 48 Siates
Given Riotous Welcome
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SENATE
STATE OF DELAWARE
LEGISLATIVE HALL
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

RODBERT L. VENABLES, SR. COMMITTEES

116 HEARN AVENUE SMALL BUSINESS, CHATRMAN
LAUREL, DELAWARE 19956 AGRICULTURE
HOME: 302-875-9559 BOND RILL

SENATE OFFICE: 302-739-4208 COMMUNITY/COUNTY ATFAIRS

ENERGY & TRANSIT
NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

April 23, 1997

Mr. Russell McCabe

Administrator

Local Government Records Program
Delaware Public Archives

Hall of Records

P.O. Box 1401

Dover, DE 19903

Dear Mr. McCabe,

I recently received a letter from Bill Lloyd regarding the project that he has been
working on with your assistance involving the Forty and Eight Box Car, Log Cabin, and
the World War I and Civil War Cannons. I want you to know that I plan to get whatever
funds are needed for this project out of the suburban street money.

I would greatly appreciate it if you could begin the work and research needed
towards getting a historical marker for the cannon.

If there is anything else I can do to assist you on this or any other matter, please

feel free to contact me.

Robert L. Venables, Sr.
State Senator
21st District

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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SENATE
STATE OF DELAWARE
LEGISLATIVE HALL
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

RODERT L. VENABLES, SR. COMMITTELS
116 HEARN AVENUE - SMALL BUSINESS, CHAIRMAN
LAUREL, DELAWARE 19956 AGRICULTURE
HOME: 302-875-9559 . BOND RILL
SENATE OFFICE: 302-739-4298 COMMUNITY/COUNTY AFFAIRS

ENERGY & TRANSIT
NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

April 17, 1997

William M. Lloyd
39 West Manor Apt.
Seaford, DE 19973

Dear Bill,

Thank you for the letter and information you sent me regarding the Forty and
Eight Box Car, Log Cabin and the World War I and Civil War Cannons. [ am glad that
some members of our community like yourself have taken the time and effort needed to
keep the public informed about these meaningful memorials.

I want you to know that I am in favor of fuhding for your idea about educating the
public about these important Seaford landmarks. I plan to get whatever funds are needed

for this project out of the suburban street money.

If there is anything else that you feel that I should be made aware of on this or any
other matter, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

A i

Robert L. Venables, Sr.
State Senator
21st District

RLV/cb

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




In the year 1934, Post Commander Harry Truitt and Raymond E. Lloyd Sr.
of Seaford, went to the Proving Grounds at Aberdeen, Maryland to bring back
the 4.7 inch 1908 model cannon back to Seaford in Mr. Lloyd’s truck. The can-
non was obtained from the United States government for display at the
American Legion Post #6 in Seaford, DE.

There were only fifty-five cannon’s of this type made for training purposes.
The cannons could not be used in Europe during World War 1 because the
European ammunition was not suitable for this type of cannon.

History submitted by Legionnaire William Morgan Lloyd, son of Raymond E.
Lloyd of Seaford, DE who played an important part in securing the cannon for
the American Legion Post #6. William Morgan Lloyd obtained this information
from the United States Department of Army Records in Washington, DC.

Mr. Russell McCabe of the Archives and History Department for the State of
Delaware will put an historical marker on the spot at the American Legion Post
#6, Seaford, DE.

Another page of history has been recorded for American Legion Post #6
Seaford, DE by Elizabeth Phillips Ruff, local Historian for the Delaware and

areas.

War cannon unearthed at dock -
Wright Robinson, author

[ wonder how many people in Seaford know that at one time Seaford was a
fortified town, and that twice in its history troops have been stationed here to
guard the vital railroad bridge from the enemy.

This week I was reminded of this interesting bit of local history.when I came

The First of the Fifty

(Editor’s Note: The Jollowing poermn,
entitled- “The First of the Fifty” and
authored by Dorothy M. Moffitt, was
provided to the

Dorcothy W

comes firom her edtensive collection of
historical clips and photographs.)

I'm next o the smallest oue, you know!

Three countics are all I command.
Rust when onr historv was being made

DELAWARE LEGIONNAIRE, April 1997 Page 5

ac old newspaper nt o disc of a cannon ball on the Burton
pr at the foot of n's just s the street from the present
looked usly th of a cannon.
Ah ofd ng that old post proved we were correct. Sure
en on :
rm . It took a lot of tugging pes
an ,b lly we had it out and scra the
m .
ut that old is interesting. It a y f
th that were to ord in the latte s r

Between the Statés,_ perahsp 1864 or 1865
The bridge had been thrown up to extend the rail lines from Seaford to Cape
Charles. The Northern troops needed that line to rush reinforcements to the
mouth of the Chesapeake, and because the protection of the bridge was consid-
ered vital to the operation, troops were stationed in Seaford for many months.
Actually Seaford was not exactly filled with Northern sympathizers. On any
a grave danger that the bridge may have been
troops did have a responsibility and the three can-
nons were meant to be leveled at any target that displayed too much Southefn
sentiment.
There were, of course, no violent hostilities. A segment of the community wel-
comed the troops and another segment reserited them. When the war was over
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comes from her edtensive collection of

historical clips and photographs.)

I’'m next'lo the smallest one, you know!
Three counties arc all I command.

But when our history was being made

I was {liere to lend a hiand.

I was the first to sign our nation’s laws
1 cavisioned a great new world.

I was ever so proud to fly the flag
That Betsy Ross had unfurled.

I'm very rich in farming.

I Lave some industries, too.

And many historic signts can be seen
By everyone driving through.

I have no mountains, as yon can see;
I lay flat except for some hills;

But I've many miles of beaches
Where all can go for thrills.

I'm very proud of my herilage,

I've sent thousands to keep us [ree.
For no one. and I mean no one,
Shall take my liberty.

How I've been kiddex] about my sizc!
And all T haven't got,

But I know God smiled on me

' the first one of the lot.

I'm as small in size as a diamond is
And like that gem, I'mt rich and racc;
If you have been wondering who this is,
I'm the First State - Delaware.

And, with the other Forty-ninc

We form this land so great

And somedav we will live to see
This great land free of hate.

Then, someday when the roll is called;
You can just bel I'll be there!

For I'm the First of our fifly -

I'm the First State - Delaware.

L/ear iv5l turovi.

Just as poet Dorothy M. Moffitt wrcte
about Sussex County that “I'm very
proud of my age,” certainly
no question the enthusi-
asm of Seaford’s Lloyd family.

While recently filing some papers that
had been accumulating on my desk, |
came across a copy of a speech made
earlier this year by my colleague Senator
John McCain, and thought of the letter
you had e a few 5
Qver the ty years it

I have been fortunate and privileged to
listen to many outstanding speakers dur
ing that span.

I thought that the March 7, 1995
acceptance address delivered by the
V.EW.’s most current honoree, former
Vietnam P.O.W. John McCain, was soex-
tracrdinary that [ had it printed in the
March 23rd Congressional Record. In

of the great sa made

on Richard S. son, |
yvou'd particulaily appreciate reflecting
upon Senator MeCain's words.

Thanks for the many kind and gracious
sentiments expressed in your surnmer let-
ter.

Sincerely,
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
United State Senator

Lal BL’:LEU IV UL iuicoll. D0
nons were meant to be leveled at any target that
sentiment.

There were, of course, no violent hostilities. A segment of the community wel-
comed the troops and another segment reserited them. When the war was over
the troops left and what happened to the other two cannons | have no way of
knowing.

Historic I gun is one of 55 ever made -
O

fro d
a K he h
a up k
new truck.”

marker at the site of the WWI cannon in July.





