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CHECKLISTS 

• List of taxon names (species, genera, families, etc.) 

• Relates to taxon as a concept   

• Not linked to a very specific time and place (e.g. country 

or nature reserve rather than GPS coordinate) 

• May include taxonomic details (authors, synonymy) 

• May include other species-level data, e.g. redlist status 
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CITES checklist 



CHECKLIST DATA EXAMPLE 

CITES checklist 

22938 rows (taxa) 
33 columns (attributes) 

TaxonId, Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species, Subspecies, FullName, AuthorYear, 

RankName, CurrentListing, FullAnnotationEnglish, AnnotationEnglish, AnnotationSpanish, 

AnnotationFrench, #AnnotationSymbol, #Annotation, SynonymsWithAuthors, EnglishNames, 

SpanishNames, FrenchNames, CitesAccepted, All_DistributionISOCodes, All_DistributionFullNames, 

NativeDistributionFullNames, Introduced_Distribution, Introduced(?)_Distribution, 

Reintroduced_Distribution, Extinct_Distribution, Extinct(?)_Distribution, Distribution_Uncertain 



CAPTURING CHECKLIST DATA 



‘OTHER’ BIODIVERSITY DATA 

Data about ecosystems, communities, vegetation types, 

etc. not specific taxa 

 

Environmental data not concerned with organisms (soil 

types, ocean currents, etc.) 

 

Secondary data: synthesised data (e.g. distribution maps, 

reports, assessments based on primary biodiversity data) 

 

Indirect evidence of taxon occurrence: spoor, markings, 

etc. (poorly accommodated in DarwinCore) 
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