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WELCOME TO THE 34TH ANNUAL 
OUTDOOR SCULPTURE EXHIBITION! 

This year is particularly exciting because it’s the fi rst year since the pandem-
ic started in 2020 that we’ve been able to implement a full exhibition. 

Nine sculptures were selected this year by the Cultural 

Arts Commission. All the artworks are created by local and 

regional artists. The sculptures showcase a variety of styles 

and media, and each piece adds an unmistakable touch to 

our community.

I hope you can take some time and use this guide and our online 

Otocast app to tour and see all the artworks while enjoying 

some of the other sites and scenes in our wonderful city.

On behalf of the City Commission, I would like to thank 

the Lawrence Cultural Arts Commission and the Lawrence 

Parks and Recreation Department for their continued 

dedication to this wonderful sculpture exhibition. I also want 

to recognize and remember James Patti for establishing 

this exhibition in 1987. With his foresight, the Outdoor 

(Downtown) Sculpture Exhibition remains a recurring arts 

and culture mainstay in our community!

-Mayor Lisa Larsen

DEPTH OF FORM is an expression of fl uidity, 
using sweeping curves, creases, and edges 

to accentuate the movement of the form. 

Jacob Burmood graduated with a BFA in Sculpture 
in 2006 from Missouri State University and received 
his Master of Fine Arts degree in ceramics from the 
University of Kansas in 2013. After graduate school, 
he moved back to his hometown of Springfi eld, 
Missouri, where he ran a studio creating work for 
shows, commissions, and public art competitions. 
More recently, Burmood purchased an old fi re 
station in St. Joseph, MO to use as a studio 
where he continues creating work for exhibitions, 
commissions, and public art competitions.

DEPTH OF FORM
Jacob Burmood, St. Joseph, MO

7TH & MASS – SOUTHWEST CORNER
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SUBTERRANEAN FIGURE explores our 

human tendency to fi nd refl ections of ourselves 
in the natural world. Though this sculpture is a 
faithful replication of a particular piece of ginger, 
the scale and material shifts the context so the 
work resonates with the viewer as an abstract form 
with a fi gurative presence.

Will Vannerson is a metal sculptor and public 
artist in Kansas City, Missouri. His studio practice 
is characterized by the cultivation of incrementally 
developing, biomorphic forms—slow sculpture that 
brings to sheet metal an affi nity for softness and for 
growing things. He has been awarded residencies 
nationally and internationally, was a guest artist at 
an international sculpture symposium in China in 
2019, and is currently showing his outdoor works in 
cities across the United States.

SUBTERRANEAN FIGURE
Will Vannerson, Kansas City, MO
6TH & MASS – SOUTHEAST CORNER
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H UMAN MATRIX is based on the appre-

ciation of diversity. The six-foot stone 
column is Italian Breccia Stazzema, a conglomerate 
of Carrara marble in a matrix of teal; hence the 
name “Human Matrix.” At the top of the column 
are two large bronze cupped hands. Held in those 
hands is a translucent sphere with translucent 
cast faces, each representing diversity including, 
Latin, Asian, Anglo, African, Arab, and a European 
(Portuguese fi sherman).

Schachter started sculpting in 1995 under the 
tutelage of renowned KU Professor Eldon Tefft. 
He worked two years as an assistant in Tefft’s 
bronze foundry where he was introduced to stone 
sculpting. He and Professor Tefft then started 
biannual workshops in stone carving, which has 
continued for 23 years with about 50 attendees at 
every session.

HUMAN MATRIX
Myles Schachter, Lawrence, KS

8TH & MASS – NORTHEAST  CORNER
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STUDY IN LIGHT is a curved steel monolith 

with offset holes that are lined with polished 
stainless steel. The sculpture is oriented to best 
capture the shadows of light refl ecting through 
polished stainless steel throughout the day 
and night.

Retired master mechanic and visionary renaissance 
man, Pat Slimmer is also the creator of the 
infamous “Flying Saucer” Art Car. This signature 
vehicle seen in Lawrence’s annual the Art Tougeau 
parade has also traveled to many exhibitions and 
has been featured in several books. Pat’s public art 
has been exhibited in Topeka’s NOTO Arts District, 
in Manhattan KS and as part of Lawrence’s annual 
Outdoor Downtown Sculpture Exhibition.

STUDY IN LIGHT
Pat Slimmer, Lawrence, KS
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MARKS ON A LANDSCAPE is a large, free-
standing form that suggests aspects of 

time, place, and gesture. The implied movements of 
the mark-making scribe along with the thrust of the 
auger convey a gestured stance. The form of the 
sculpture originated while the artist was pruning in 
his orchard when an inverted felled limb looked to 
be alive. He recreated the form as a linear armature 
in steel rebar. After the glass insulators and other 
selected found objects were installed, he covered 
the piece in fi berglass resin. The upper section 
of the sculpture appears to be in the process of 
being severed. The artist is addressing the practice 
of “out with the old in regenerating the new” as a 
commonly repeated cycle found in life.

David Vertačnik received his Master of Fine Arts 
degree from the New York State College of 
Ceramics At Alfred University in Alfred, N.Y., in 1975 
and his Bachelor of Science degree from Indiana 
State University in 1972. David has taught at the 
University of Kansas since 1979.

MARKS ON A LANDSCAPE
David Vertačnik, Lawrence, KS
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