Josef PoELT — on his personality and his footprints
in the history of lichenology
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Abstract: The life history of Josef PokLT is outlined: Childhood in Pdcking; grammar
school in Munich, dropped out for military service during World War II; interest in cryp-
togams aroused by H. PauL; study of natural sciences at University of Munich; PhD in
systematic botany in 1950; employment at Botanical Garden Munich and Botanische
Staatssammlung Miinchen; habilitation in systematic botany in 1959 and afterward lec-
turer at Munich Universiy; family and children; in 1965 full professor at Berlin Free
University and in 1972 at Karl-Franzens-University in Graz; sudden death when emeritus
professor in Graz in 1995.

The state of lichenological research at the time when PoeLT started his scientific career is
drafted. A commented list of lichenologists who published between 1946 and 1959 allows
us to get some information about PoteLT’s early personal contacts. Photos, excerpts from
his letters and publications, and a few anecdotes are intended to convey a vivid picture
of Josef PoeLt. His 31 PhD students at the universities of Munich, Berlin and Graz are
listed and pictured. Poert’s huge lichen collections, their status and geographical origin
are discussed, and a presentation of his immense and manifold scientific achievements in
various fields of lichenology (floristics, taxonomy, morphology, plant geography, ecolo-
gy, and biology) are presented in some detail, including information on the new families,
genera and species he described, and his newly coined scientific terms. Honours which
he received, including generic and specific eponyms memorising his name are listed, and
last but not least his service to science outside universities is mentioned. Brief biographic
notes on relevant contemporaries of Josef PoeLT are included in footnotes.

1. Introduction

“Where would lichenology be today if the last 35
vears had not included Josef Poelt?” This question was
posed by William L. CuULBERSON, the outstanding Ame-
rican lichenologist, already thirty years ago (CULBERSON
1986) — brilliant words to express the influence of Josef
PokLT on the development of lichenology in the second
half of the 20" century.

Science develops quickly and twenty years — the span
since PoeLT’s death — is a whole generation of scientists. #E= 0
This paper attempts to draw a comprehensive and vivid  Fig. 1: Josef Poer
picture of Josef PoeLT, who formed the scientific basis, at in Béstad (Sweden),

; : in September 1992.
least for us older lichenologists of Central Europe. (Photo: H. Herrer)

In contrast to his activities in research (he left us more
than 400 scientific papers), we find little or nothing on his life in his publica-
tions, for he felt obliged to the old tradition of keeping out personal items from
academic work.
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It is not my intention to sum up here the information already given in the
many obituaries for Josef PoeLT!. In order to present a multisided picture, I
will also include personal remarks I received mainly from his relatives, his
younger brother Leonhard and his daughters Julia and Doris, as well as those
made in his letters to me, and finally some anecdotes. PoeLT himself encoura-
ged to do so when he (in a review of GRUMMANN’s “Biographic-bibliographic
Handbook” — PoEiLT (1974a) states: “In some cases even very personal views
as well as faults and quirks were reported of them [the lichenologists]. I would
have liked to read more such stories, for they often express more than big
words do.” (Translated?)

I was fortunate to know Josef PokLT for a long time. It was in 1956 when I
first met him. He then led an excursion of the “Bavarian Botanical Society”,
for which he worked as a secretary at that time. In my second semester at
university in 1960 I started to listen to PogLT’s lessons; “Flechtenkunde” (= Li-
chenology) was the title of my first one. In 1962 I became PokLT’s PhD student
in Munich and in 1967 his assistant at the Free University of Berlin. In 1972
Pokrr left Berlin for Graz and in 1973 I left Berlin for Munich. We continued
to stay in close contact all the time. Nevertheless, there is an asymmetry in my
memories when comparing the years before and after 1972.

Twenty years ago — Josef PoELT was in his seventy-first year — he unex-
pectedly broke down and died quickly from a heart attack, six weeks before
the scheduled start of his fourth expedition into the Himalayas with G. and S.
MieHE. His quick death, which struck him in a still fully productive period,
lets us keep him in our memories as we always saw him: active, highly inter-
ested, enthusiastic, imaginative, on cordial terms, and very humorous — not
overshadowed by fading physical and mental abilities (as it was the sad fate
of colleagues).

1 List of obituaries for Josef PoELT: ANoNyMOUS (1995), APTROOT & SiPMAN (1995), BIEL-
czyk (1996), BresiNsKY (1995), Bropo (1996), DEPRIEST (1995), EHRENDORFER (1996),
HEerTEL (1995), HERTEL & OBERWINKLER (1996 — including a publication list), HERTEL,
Nivis & VEzpa (1996), KANDLER & ZIEGLER (1995), KARNEFELT (1995b), Krisai-GREIL-
HUBER (1995), LEUCKERT (1996), LEUCKERT & BLANZ (1996), LisickA (1995), MAYRHOFER,
HAFELLNER & SCHEUER (1996), Nimis & TrETIACH (1995), SCHEUER in SCHEUER & POELT
(1995), VEzpa (1996). — Short biographies: FrRaum & EGGers (2001), HERTEL (2012),
KARNEFELT et al. (2012), WacGeniTZ (2009).

2 PoELT 1974a “Von ihnen [den Lichenologen] werden ... in einigen Fdllen sogar sehr
personliche Ansichten, ja Fehler und Schrullen mitgeteilt. Man hdtte sich mehr solcher
Geschichten gewiinscht, sagen sie doch oft mehr aus als grofie Worte.”
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With regard to research, this pa-
per is devoted to the lichenolo-
gist? Josef PoeLr (Fig. 2). However,
he was an unusually multisided re-
searcher, with an enormous know-
ledge of organisms of the various
branches in the plant kingdom, and
with a pronounced interest in the in-
terrelations of taxa, adaption, habi-
tat, association, and occurrence. In
the field — even outside Central Eu- . o .
fope — he was able o name most of 5,3 foet Porir subing rs i
the vascular plants, bryophytes, li-  Kanprer)
chens, higher fungi, rusts, smuts, or
mildews. “To think biologically” was one of his winged words. In our time of
quickly increasing specialization, he was a sort of relic of this rapidly va-
nishing group of botanists with a very deep, wide, and detailed knowledge of
both plants and fungi. His activities as a bryologist, as a mycologist, or as a
taxonomist of vascular plants are not in focus here.

— it _ L,

Lichenology itself is a wide field, dealing with aspects as different as mor-
phology, anatomy, taxonomy, plant-geography, physiology, ecology, phyto-
sociology, symbiosis-research, phytochemistry, paleontology, bio-indication,
or growth. Morphology, anatomy, taxonomy, plant geography, and various
aspects of ecology formed the center of POELT’s research activities.

His main tools were hand lens, microscope, and a phenomenal memo-
ry. When he started, copying machines, personal computers, or the Internet
did not exist, and to some of these modern achievements he never properly
warmed. In addition, molecular methods did not begin to flourish until after
PoELT’s death.

2. A brief glance at the history of lichenology

There are many outlines of the history of lichenology. KREMPELHUBER
(1867) gives a detailed account of the old history (up to 1865). HENSSEN &
Janns (1974) present a condensed survey leading up to the 1970s, ARVIDSSON
(1999) a survey of lichenology in Sweden during the 19" century, HAwks-
WORTH & SEAWARD (1977) one dealing with the British Isles, or Nivis (1993),

3 Beyond lichenology PoELT published on bryophytes (13 papers); on non-lichenized as-
comycetes and basidiomycetes (30 papers including two on Laboulbeniales); on Oomy-
cota (two papers, and various records in some general floristic papers); on Myxomycota
(two papers); on pteridophytes (two papers); and on flowering plants (five papers).
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who focuses on Italy (this book, Nimis 2018). HaLE (1984) gives a further ac-
count concentrating on the genus concept in lichenology. There are probably
even more such synopses and I do not want to add a new one here. I am going
to briefly mention just a few milestones of this long history.

Let me single out only a few persons from the history of lichenology and
start with LinnAEUS. He was not much interested in “the poor little peasants”
(rustici pauperrimi), as he called the lichens, which he placed with the bryo-
phytes. In contrast to 7.300 species of vascular plants, he only treated 109
species of lichens, he included almost all in a single genus named Lichen
(JorGENSEN et al. 1994).

His student Erik AcHarius (1757—1819) made lichenology bloom (see Jor-
GENSEN 1999). He described lichens as an autonomous group, distinct from
algae, bryophytes and fungi. He developed a modern terminology, a system
based on fruiting bodies, and described many new species, arranged in 40 dif-
ferent genera. We call him “Father of Lichenology”. He is commemorated in
the “Acharius-Medal”, a high distinction, granted by the International Associ-
ation of Lichenology. Thirty-eight lichenologists have received this medal up
to 2014. All these persons got a silver-medal. So far, only a single golden one
has been awarded. Josef PoELT received it in 1994 (KARNEFELT 1995a, 1995b),
in addition to the silver one he had already got in 1992.

When better microscopes became available at the middle of the 19" centu-
ry, microscopic characters (especially those of the ascospores), began to play
a basic role in lichen taxonomy. Nimis (1993) speaks of the “golden period”
of Italian lichenology with pioneers such as Guiseppe DENoTARIS, Abramo
MassaLoNGo and others (this book, Nimis 2018).

Further eminent lichenologists are Theodor Magnus Fries (son of Elias
Magnus Fries, the “Father of Mycology”), who improved AcHARIUS’s lichen
system and advanced the knowledge of Nordic lichens enormously; William
NYLANDER, who with a very quick pen described more lichens from all over
the globe than anybody else (a high extent have meanwhile disappeared in
synonymy), and experts of the Alps’ lichen flora such as Emanuel SCHAERER,
Martinus Anzi, Abramo MassaLonGo, Philipp Hepp and with Ferdinand Ar-
NoLD leading the way (ARNOLD became PoELT’s role model).

Although striking similarities between lichens and fungi had been observed
earlier, it was not until 1866 that the dual nature of lichens was discovered by
Anton DE BARY and Simon SCHWENDENER.

The 19" and the first half of the 20" century became the period of the lar-
ge encyclopedias. Thus, in vascular plants more than 100 volumes of “Das
Pflanzenreich” [The Plant Kingdom] (edited by A. ENGLER; started in 1900)
appeared. For cryptogams, “Dr. L. RABENHORST’s Flora of Cryptogams of Ger-
many, Austria, and Switzerland” was the largest project. A treatment of a num-
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ber of lichen families* was included. However, due to World War II this series,
still very incomplete, came to an end.

Alexander ZAHLBRUCKNER (1907) presented a detailed system of the lichens
which included all the genera. He followed the phylogenetic concept of Jo-
hannes REINKE and classified lichens in phylogenetically developmental rows
(from crustose up to foliose thalli) according to characters of their fruiting
bodies. In addition, we owe him the well-known Catalogus Lichenum Univer-
salis (1921-1940), a complete register of all hitherto described lichens — ten
thick volumes containing all the taxonomic literature of 17.364 species, meti-
culously listed. His classification system turned out to be still rather artificial,
his compilation of the literature, however, has kept its enormous practical va-
lue.

Lichen chemistry developed early in the 20™ century, mainly through the
activities of Wilhelm Zopr (1846-1909), Oswald Hessg (1835-1917), Yashu-
hiko AsaHiNA (1880—-1975) and Shoji SHIBATA (*1915) — see HuNECK & Yo-
SHIMURA (1996).

In contrast to morphology and anatomy of lichens with quite a number of
detailed papers published in earlier years (e.g. NIENBURG 1926), research of
ultrastructure in lichens did not start before 1960.

Phytosociology, originally devoted to vascular plants, was applied to li-
chens relatively late (DuRIETZ 1921, KLEMENT 1955).

PokLr started publishing on lichens merely five years after World War I1.
Many lichenologists’ careers were at least interrupted by the war, various her-
baria destroyed and the world split by the Iron Curtain, which reduced scien-
tific communication between East and West. Let us now have a closer look at
the 1950s, because PoeLT published his first paper on lichens in 1950, and thus
his lichenological career began.

4 Families treated in RABENHORST’s Flora of Cryptogams of Germany, Austria and Swit-
zerland: Acarosporaceae, Arthoniaceae, Caliciaceae, Cladoniaceae, Collemaceae, Coe-
nogoniaceae, Cypheliaceae, Dermatocarpaceae, Ephebaceae, Epigloeaceae, Moriolace-
ae, Mycoporaceae, Parmeliaceae, Pertusariaceae, Physciaceae [not including crustose
genera, as Buellia, Rinodina), Pyrenopsidaceae, Pyrenulaceae, Sphaerophoraceae, Telo-
schistaceae [not including crustose genera, as Caloplaca], Thelocarpaceae, Umbilicari-
aceae, and Usneaceae. — Note that such giant families as Lecanoraceae, Lecideaceae,
or Verrucariaceae, which include a great part of the Central European lichens, remain
untreated.
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When PokeLT took over the editorship of “Progress in Botany®” in 1955, he
had to cover a gap in reporting of fourteen years. Therefore he gave a readable
overview of lichenological activities in the decade after the end of the war
(PoELT 1955d).

Back then, there was a lack of available textbooks on lichens in German;
PoELT used Smith (1921) and especially pes ABBavEs (1951). Modern hand-
books, as those of HALE (1967) and HEnsseEN & Janns (1974), followed much
later.

PoELT himself described the status of taxonomic and floristic knowledge at
that time (PoeLT 1962) in accurate words (translated®): “Systematic-floristic
lichenology in Europe is in a rather chaotic state because no complete and
up-to-date lichen flora exists for any of the larger naturally or geographically
defined areas. Most of the published floras are outdated, incomplete, defective
or combine these features alternately. Only for very few smaller areas’ (Torne
Lappmark, North-Western Germany, Mark Brandenburg) do suitable floras
exist.”

In the years immediately following the war, new activities became noti-
ceable. In the period between 1946 and 1959 quite a number of revisions
appeared, e.g.® on Buellia, Cetraria, Lecanora, Placopsis, Rinodina, on Ca-

5 “Fortschritte der Botanik™ (later “Progress in Botany”), is a series of annual volumes
with reviews of invited authors on recent literature. Under the title “Systematik der
Flechten” PoELT reported on lichens eleven times between 1955 and 1974; under the title
“Systematik der Moose” there are 8§ issues on bryophytes between 1955 and 1968 and
four more reports on pteridophytes between 1956 and 1961 (under the titles “Systematik
der Pteridophyten” and later “Systematik der Farnpflanzen”). — For bibliographic details
see HERTEL & OBERWINKLER 1996).

6 PokLT 1962 p. 301: “Die systematisch-floristische Lichenologie unseres Erdteils befindet
sich in einem ziemlich chaotischen Zustand. Kein grofferer natiirlicher oder geogra-
phischer Raum besitzt eine vollstindige und moderne Flora. Die meisten Florenwerke
sind veraltet oder unvollstindig oder fehlerhaft oder kombinieren diese Eigenschaf-
ten wechselweise. Nur wenige kleine Landschaftseinheiten (z.B. Torne Lappmark, NW-
Deutschland, Mark Brandenburg) verfiigen iiber wirklich brauchbare Floren.”

7 The mentioned floras are those of MaGNussoN (1952), EricHseN (1957), and HiLLMANN
& GRUMMANN (1957).

8 For the period 1946—-1959, I traced the following monographs dealing with: Acarospora
(MAaGNUSsON 1956), Buellia (Central America, and for the West Indies: IMsHAUG 1955a,
1955b), Candelariella (HAKULINEN 1954), Cetraria (Soviet Union: RassapmNa 1950),
Collema (Europe: DeGELIUS 1954), Laurera (LETROUIT-GALINOU 1956, 1958), Lecanora
(species with a lobate thallus: Poert 1958), Placopsis (LamB 1947), Pyxine (North and
Central America: IMsHAUG 1957), Rinodina (the non-saxicolous species mainly in Eu-
rope and Siberia: MaGNUssoN 1947), Rhizocarpon (yellow species of Europe: RUNE-
MARK 1956), Thelocarpon (in Britain: SALisBURY 1953), Caliciaceae (Central Europe:
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liciaceae, Umbilicariaceae, or — a most famous one — on the huge and taxono-
mically highly diverse group of foliicolous lichens (SANTEssON 1952).

The 1950s were also a decade of controversial discussion about the cor-
rect names of the mycobiont of the lichens. When the lichen’s name is e.g.
Icmadophila, and its photobiont is determined as Coccomyxa, what should the
name of the mycobiont be? CirErrRI & TOMASELLI (e.g. 1952) tried (eventually
unsuccessfully) to spread extra names for all the mycobionts, like Icmadophi-
lomyces.

The question of who Josef POELT’s contemporaries were in the years around
1950 when he started his career as a young lichenologist is difficult to answer.
PoeLT’s early correspondence is not preserved. The following table (Table 1)
gives a survey of those lichenologists who published floristically and taxono-
mically on lichens within the period from 1946 to 1959, regardless of the fact
whether or not they were in contact with PoELT.

This table should help to reconstruct Josef PoeLr’s early contacts to other
lichenologists. As sources I used his private guest book, the visitors’ books
of the herbarium in Munich (both presumably incomplete), publication lists
(including ALmMBORN, SaNTEssON and TomiN, who act as co-authors of the new
species, but not as co-authors of the publications in which these descriptions
are included’), and the eponyms created by PogLT. I heard a nice story about
his earliest contact with Peter JamEs: In spring 1957, a British soldier in uni-
form came to the Botanical Institute in Munich and aroused some anxious
interest among the small number of staff, for they had no explanation for the
presence of the military there. This soldier was Peter James, who was stationed
with the 12" Royal Signals Squadron in Bavaria (WoLSELEY et al. 2015) at that
time and who was looking for Josef PoeLT — the start of a long friendship.

Napvornik 1940), Lecideaceae (frutescent species: LamB 1954), Physciaceae (Czecho-
slovakia: NADVORNiK 1947), Umbilicariaceae (Western Hemisphere: Lrano 1950), Ver-
rucariaceae (Czechoslovakia: SErviT 1954), and the Foliicolous Lichens (SANTESSON
1952).

9 Caloplaca bonae-spei ALvB. & PogLT (PoELT & PELLETER 1984), Xanthoria borealis R.
SANT. & PoELT (POELT & PETUTSCHNIG 1992), Lecanora chlorophthalma PoeLT & ToMIN
(PogLT 1958), Rhizocarpon furfurosum H.MaGN. & PoELT (PoOELT 1955¢).
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Table 1: Survey of some lichenologists who published in the period from 1946 to 1959; ar-
ranged in chronological order according to the year of their first lichenological publication.
Lichenologists whose active publication-period ended before 1946 and those who began to
publish after 1959 are not enclosed in the list. Entries in the visitor’s book of Botanische
Staatssammlung are given for the period 1956 (when that book was set up) to 1965 (when
PoELT left Munich for Berlin). The existence of eponyms (listed in the chapter “PogLt, author
of new taxa”) created by PoELr is indicated as “Epo”. Lichenologists mentioned by PoELT in
the ”Acknowledgements” of his early papers are marked with an asterisk.

First Name State Visitor’s PoELT’S PokLT’s | POELT’S
paper Book (M) Guest- Co- epo-
book author | nyms
1899 | Havaas, J. Norway
1903 | HAYREN, E. F. Finland
1904 | HErrE, A. W. USA
1905 11\3/10313’ DE LESDAIN., France
1910 | KEIssLER, K. v. Austria
1911 | LetTAU, G. Germany
Czech

1913 | Suza, J. Repub.
1914 | Du Rigtz, E. Sweden

MAGNUSSON, A. H. * Sweden 12.5.56 co 2 Epo
1915 | Morkau, F. France

SzataLa, O. Hungary
1916 | Evans, A.W. U.S.A.

RASANEN, V. Finland

3.1.57,

1917 | ScHADE, A. Germany 13.6.58

Warson, W. U.K.
1918 | TomiN, M. P. Soviet Union co
1921 | Frey, E. Switzerland | 26.6.62 1962 co 3 Epo
1922 | Savicz, V. P. Soviet Union
1923 | Erichsen, C. F. E. Germany

DES ABBAYES, H. France

CHoisy, M. France
1924 | Mortyka, J. * Poland

OXNER, A. N. Soviet Union

WERNER, R.-G. France
1925 | Asahina, Y. Japan
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First Name State Visitor’s PoeLr’s | PoeLT’s | POELT’S
paper Book (M) Guest- Co- epo-
book author | nyms
Dobgg, C. W. USA
1926 ) Czech
SERVIT, M. * Repub.
1928 Foriss, F. Hungar;lf
Kusan, F. Jugoslavia
1929 | RassapiNa, K. A. Soviet Union
DEcGELIUS, G. * Sweden 27.6.69 1 Epo
1930 | MartTICk, F. Germany ;8465675 25.6.62
SBARBARO, C. * Italy
AHLNER, S. * Sweden
CERNOHORSKY, Z. IS:;SE
1931 | GRUMMANN, V. J. * Germany 11.9.64 co
KLEMENT, O. * Germany 4.7.63 3.7.63
NADVORNIK, J. lg:;il .
LerTau, G. Germany
1932
Sato, M. Japan
1933 | THomsoN, J. W. USA
1934 | HasseLror, T. E. Sweden
ALMBORN, O. * Sweden 19.8.57 9.6.69 co
1935 | CiFERRry, R. Ttaly
ScHINDLER, H. Germany 15./16.2.82
GROENHART, P. Netherlands
1936 | Lams, . M. U.S.A.
WaDE, A. E. U.K.
Dant, E. Norway
1937 | DUVIGNEAUD, P. Belgium
TOBOLEWSKI, Z. Poland
GELTING, P. Denmark
1938 STEINER, M. Germany 3.10.58 4-times + 1 Epo
NEARING, G. G. USA
1939 | SANTESSON, R. Sweden 1 Epo
TavarEs, C. das Neves Portugal 26.8.56 co
1940 | Dix, W. L. USA
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First Name State Visitor’s PoELT’S PokLT’s | POELT’S
paper Book (M) Guest- Co- epo-
book author | nyms
CHRISTIANSEN, M. S. Denmark
1941 LranNo, G. A. USA
. 19.7.74,
TscHERMAK-WOESS, E. Austria 2210.94 co 1 Epo
1942 Maas GEESTERANUS, Netherlands
R.A.
SowTER, F. A. U.K.
1945
TomaskeLLL, R. Italy
MAKAREVICH, M. F. Soviet Union
1947
Ronpon, Y. * France
Awasthi, D. D. India 19.8.63 19.8.63
1948 LanGg, O. L. * Germany 3-times
OZENDA, P. France 10.8.61 8.8.61
PLESSL, A. Austria
Everpam, W. J. USA
1949 | HAKULINEN, R. Finland
MOULLER, Th. Germany
CODOREANU, V. Romania
DopPPELBAUR, H. * Germany 29.12.61 co
Grassi, M. Argentina
15.9.61,
Hatrge, M. E. USA 16.9.61 2310.63 1 Epo
1950
Krog, H. Norway 13.10.75
ImsHauG, H. USA 10.7.64 15.12.66
RUNEMARK, H. Sweden
3 Czech .
VEzDA, A. Repub. 18-times co 1 Epo
1951 | CuLBERSON, W. L. USA 21.3.62 21.3.62 1 Epo
BarcHALOV, Sch. O. Soviet Union
BEHR, O. * Germany
1952 | Bertsch, K. * Germany
KOFLER, L. France 1 Epo
Kurokawa, S. Japan 16.9.61 15.0.61

10
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First Name State Visitor’s PoeLt’s | PoELT’s | POELT’S
paper Book (M) Guest- Co- epo-
book author | nyms
. 24.8.58,
CLAUZADE, G. France 3862 4.8.62 co
LeTrROUIT-GALINOU, France
M. A.
1953 Ruporrn, E. D. USA
Rypzak, J. Poland
SALISBURY, G. U.K.
SHAFEEV, N. G. * Soviet Union
1955 | WEBER, W. A. USA
. 12.11.62,
AwnTi, T. Finland 17.5.69
CULBERSON, C. F. USA 21.3.62
1956 | GALLE, L. Hungary
Launpbon, J. R. U.K.
Trass, H. Estonia
VERSEGHY, K. Hungary 22.9.87
1957 | NakaNisHI, M. Japan
AHMADIJIAN, V. USA
ANDERSON, R. A. USA
GALUN, M. Israel
1958 JamEes, P. W. U.K. 3.57 25133789§ co 1 Epo
Swinscow, T. D. V. U.K.
YOSHIMURA, . Japan
Duncan, U. K. UK.
GOLUBKOVA, N. S. Soviet Union
27.5.65,
23.12.68
HENSSEN, A. * Germany 1 Epo
1959 8.10.69,
30.9.79
LamMBINON, J. Belgium
MitcHELL, M. E. * Ireland 27.2.62 8.1.62
Nowak, J. * Poland

11
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3. Josef PoELT’s life history
3.1. From birth to military service during the war
3.1.1. Origin and birth

Josef PoELT was very strongly attached to his Bavarian home. Those who
were with him on a field trip surely heard him yodelling to himself in a low
voice when he was in a happy state of mind. A glance at his origin seems ap-
propriate to understand his deep rooting in and great love of his homeland. It
does not come as a surprise that Lecanora bavarica is the name of one of the
first new species he described (PokeLT 1952).

Pocking — Joset’s place of birth — is a village in the Pleistocene-formed al-
pine foothills, some 40 km south-west of Munich. The small village was first
documented in the record books
almost 860 years ago (Leonhard
PoELT 1994)! A good impression
of the appearance of the village
and its surrounding landscape
is given by the picture (Fig. 3).
Although it is a historic and
flowery painting, it mirrors the
beauty of the landscape.

The “Gasthof zur Post” — the

h(]);ils ¢ m Whlc}g PoELT .and. his Fig. 3: Painting of the historical village of Pocking
siblings were born — 18 SIUA-  |ooking out south towards the Alps. Above the
ted on the historical postal rou-  church’s steeple the Wetterstein Mts (with Mt. Zug-

te from Tyrol via Mittenwald, spitze) are visible. To the left: Lake Starnberg. (From
Garmisch, Weilheim to Munich.  ©7" 2005

It is an old former post office,
which then offered horse-chan-
ging beside overnight stays and
food. It was bought in 1803 by
Joset’s great-great-grandparents
(and it is still owned and mana-
ged as an inn and hotel by the
PoeLT family). A roughly 150
years old photo (Fig. 4) shows
this impressive building. With
regard to architecture, little had
changed up the year when Jo- A :
sef PoeLt was born (Fig. 5), and Fig. 4: The “Gasthof zur Post” in Pocking. The ol-
even today one can still recog- dest known photo; 1865/1872. (Archives of Leonhard
nize it easily. PoELT)

Pretoartae-iosef Fink

12
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Josef’s parents Clemens Porrt (1885—
1960) and Maria PoeLt nee REerr (1894—
1972) (Fig. 6) had four children. Josef
(*1924) was their third child. His siblings
are Marianne (*1918), Clemens (*1922; he
lost his life very early on the battlefield in
Russia), and Leonhard (*1929) (Fig. 7).

Fig. 5: Main entrance to the “Gasthof zur Post”; around
the time of Josef POELTS’s birth. PoELT’s family is stan-
ding at the entrance. The child sitting on the railing is
Josef’s elder brother Clemens. (Archives of Leonhard
PoELT)

Fig. 6: Josef PoELT’s parents: Fig. 7: Josef PoeLT and his siblings; around 1929. From left
Maria PoeLr (nee RErr) and to right: Leonhard (*1929), Josef (*1924), Clemens
Clemens PoELT. (Archives of (*1922), a cousin, Marianne (*1918). (Archives of Leonhard
Leonhard PoELT) PoOELT)

3.1.2. Years at school

Josef suffered heavily from bronchial asthma in his youth. He often had to
stay inside when his friends and siblings were playing outside (this was when
he began to draw and paint flowers and animals). Because of his poor health at
that time he did not seem up to the hard and exhausting work of a farmer and
innkeeper. The parish priest advised to send him to a grammar school, hoping
that Josef may became a priest. After finishing primary school in Pécking, Jo-
sef started to attend the “Humanistisches Gymnasium Miinchen-Pasing” (gram-
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mar school) in 1936. Here, however, Josef’s interests shifted from the ,Creator*
on to the ,Creation‘. His good knowledge of Latin, which he acquired there,
later proved to be useful in Josef’s botanical studies'® and became a decisive
advantage for learning other languages. He understood English and French,
and some basic Italian and Swedish.

During his years at school, Josef was already interested in plants and deve-
loped a reasonable knowledge of the flowers of his vicinity. Maybe the village
priest, Vinzenz Hamp (see later under “H. PauL”, and in HERTEL & SCHREIBER
1988), also an expert in flowering plants, was helpful in this respect. Josef’s
idea of his future was to become a forester.

3.1.3. Military service during World War 11

The Second World War reached its climax in
1943 and finishing grammar school regularly was
no longer allowed for Josef — like for most other
students of his age. The young boys were needed
at the front. In February 1943, two years before the
final examination (“Abitur”’) was scheduled, and
nine months after his elder brother’s death at war in
Russia, Josef and his classmates were drafted (Fig.
8). So his youth came to an abrupt end.

Supposedly due to his grades in mathematics,
Josef was put into a call-measuring unit of the artil-
lery, where on the basis of muzzle flash and firing
bang the position of the adverse artillery was cal-
culated. He was stationed in the Soviet Union first,

Fig. 8: Josef PoELT as a soldier.
Undated (probably 1943). (Ar-
chives of Leonhard PokLT)

10 Poert was proud of his knowledge in Latin and he often sneered at us “Narrow-gauge
Latin scholars” as he would humorously name us students. Years later, when I asked
him in Berlin to help me understand parts of a rather complicated Latin text (by S.
Armquist), Josef took a quick look at ALmQuisT’s text, nodded and said: “Really, that’s
a better Latin!” The following course of the conservation may be an example of how
Josef PoeLT would change the discussions’s direction, when he would not like to answer
or discuss a certain question. ALMQUIST’s Latin was indeed a sophisticated one. POELT
put ALmQuist’s reprint aside and abruptly changed the subject, asking me: “Have you
analysed that strange Lecidea specimen, which I showed you yesterday?” (I never got
that text fully translated.) PoeLt would often be upset about grammatical errors he was
faced with in published Latin diagnoses written by colleagues. As to his knowledge of
Greek, I remember him mentioning with a chuckle to his student Walter JuLicH, who
worked on the genus Athelia, that he should not use this genus’s name for his daughter
(in these years another assistant of our institute used plant names as first names of his
children, Melica, Luzula, Ulex). A dictionary disclosed the background to us: Greek: a
= without, théle = mamma, teat.
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but after a serious icterus and a long stay in hospital he was sent to the Danish
island of Bornholm to calibrate the trajectories of the German V-2 rockets
starting at Peenemiinde. “This disease most likely saved my life; otherwise I
would probably have lost my life at Stalingrad” he told his family. Josef hardly
ever reported about his experiences in the war to us students. In the immediate
family he told (according to his daughter Julia) that his heart problems (which
caused his sudden death in 1995) may have originated from extreme over-
exertion during a forced march while he was suffering from a fever). To us, he
only mentioned that he was happy that he never had to shoot at humans. And
he told about the flowers he noticed, e.g. peculiar dwarf forms of Achillea mil-
lefolium in Bornholm and about the interesting steppe-vegetation he observed
from the perspective of dugouts in Ukraine.

3.2. From war captivity to studies at university and to early
employment

3.2.1. Years immediately after war captivity

When in 1945, after a short war captivity by the
British, Josef returned to Pocking healthy, he and
his brother Leonhard there soon came into contact
with a humble, almost seventy years old excellent
scientist, who gave Josef’s life a decisive impetus:
It was Hermann Paur! (Fig. 9), a retired botanist
from Munich, whom the war had brought to Po-
cking. PauL enormously stimulated Josef’s inter-
ests and enhanced his botanical knowledge and he,
an excellent expert in vascular plants, bryophytes
and phytpathogenic fungi (especially rust fungi),
was the person who got Josef highly interested in
cryptogams.

Fig. 9: Hermann PauL in the 1950s in Pfronten during a visit of Adolf and Annemarie SCHROPPEL.
(Photo without annotations, sent by Jorg SCHROPPEL)

11 Hermann PauL (1876-1964) (see PoELT 1964a, FranM & EcGers 2001) did his PhD in
1903 with a paper on “The biology of rhizoids of mosses” under A. ENGLER in Berlin. In
1904 he got a permanent position at the “Royal Bavarian Institute for the Cultivation of
Boglands”. He was also very active and dedicated outside his job (e.g. he was President
of the Bavarian Botanical Society for years). PAUL’s numerous papers on mosses (espe-
cially on Sphagnum), on rusts, vascular plants, on bogland vegetation, on pollen analy-
sis, vegetation history and on nature conservation as well were listed by PogLT (1964a).
During an air raid in 1943 PauL’s apartment in Munich was destroyed and it was Vincent
Hawmp (1907-1991), a priest in Pocking [later a professor for Old Testament exegesis at
the University of Munich] and besides a botanist and a member of the