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Las Gralarias, located in the northwestern slope 
of the Andes mountains in the Chocó region of 
Ecuador, encompasses around 400 ha of cloud 
forest protecting a vast diversity of plants and 
animals, as well as water sources. The reserve is 
home to several endemic, rare, and threatened 
species, including the endangered hummingbird 
Eriocnemis nigrivestis (Black-breasted Puffleg, 
with a single record in 2005), making local and 
regional biodiversity conservation 
essential. There are 25 hummingbird species 
commonly observed in the reserve which forage 
on an array of often colorful flowers, typically 
with long tubular corollas. These interactions 
between hummingbirds and plants (such as 
bromeliads and gesneriads) often result in 
pollination, and thus are important for the 
maintenance of ecosystem function. In this guide, 
we present photos of plant species visited by 
hummingbirds in Las Gralarias. We thank Jane 
Lyons (Reserve’s owner), Segundo Imba and 
Gerardo Obando. 
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Schistes albogularis (Choco Daggerbill)
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