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D. & N. MORGAN
(TRANSPORT) LIMITED

HEAD OFFICE
CHURCH STREET

BISHOP'S CASTLE

TEL. 468/4

REGULAR SERVICES TO

ALL AREAS

Depots: CARDIFF
LIVERPOOL
LUDLOW

PICKARD & COMPANY

(Subsidiary of S. Shropshire Farmers Ltd.)

*Phone : Bishop's Castle 434

BISHOP'S CASTLE
Ironmongers, Implement Dealers

and Builders' Merchants

OIL and SEED MERCHANTS
J FURNISHERS
AND STOVES
SHELLMEX AND BP GAS
DISTRIBUTORS
.
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
AND IMPLEMENTS SUPPLIED
.

We carry comprehensive stocks of all

Agricultural and Domestic Commodities

Courtesy, Efficiency and Satisfaction
are Guaranteed




; Clun and
For Quality Meat BiShOp’S o
W. WILLIAMS Rural District

H CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER —

KILLED, TOP QUALITY MEAT SOLD.

K OBTAINED FROM LOCAL FARMS

SLAUGHTERED IN OUR OWN
HYGIENIC ABATTOIR.
OME-CURED HAMS AND BACON.
) PORK SAUSAGES A SPECIALITY

THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT
Official Guide
Issued with the authority of the

Clun and Bishop’s Castle.
EASONABLE PRICES, Rural District Council

IED FOR DEEP FREEZERS AT

S ARE COMPETITIVE AND OUR
IM IS TO PLEASE

STREET, BISHOP'S CASTLE

Telephone : 360

Burrow & Co. Ltd. Publishers
nham and Londor




J. H. SCALES & SON

CHURCH STREET - BISHOP'S CAS

I your requirements concerning
ELEVISION (Black and White o Colour),
RICAL INSTALLATIONS AND THE
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL
APPLIANCES,
»n on attracive Rental or H.P. Terms.
i Service Guaranteed.

Phone : 349

Building
Contractors
Painters
Decorators
Glaziors
Members of Federation Master
Builders

For Wallpaper
Paints

Dulux Magicote

FPOHE

|
15/17 High Street |
0. (Bishops Castle) 1°/47 Hish Stect,
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'Introduction

High Street and the Town Hall, Bishop’s Castle

e Rural Distrct of Clun and Bishop's Castle enshrincs twe
yside of such quality
ding natu

histor
battle
castle ruins or pudding-shaped motte; and later
Clun it and some it deed were done on both s, Today it s peaeful,but
not what guide-books (alas!) often call “a haunt of rural peace wherein
(i stands st 1¢ s busy enough bl most of e businss 1 Tarly el
Great quantities of good food are produced
potatoes—and packed locally
steeper hill land. And then,
market, Bishop's Castle has & fourishing timber ard and  smal cloth
Tactory, and thee are quarrics ncarby
The uide-book (o0 isapi o deser es as “ideal for residenc
suggestive of the commuter suburbs. Yet if you want a morc individual
lfe, this Distric is no great d from the industrial Midlands, and
houses for conversion are to be found. Most modern conveniences are laid
on, and to compensate for those that are nor—yet—there is the sense of
“belor a rare blessing today
The third stercotyped descipion applied o areas o great beauty is
table goodacas, s morL Tt 5, there

The Square

. explore. Come once, and you will come again
and welcome




Above

Below

The Clun Valley from near Liwyn
The Castle ruins, Clun. (photo: Mustograph)

Clun

One of Housman's “quietest places”, Clun is on the junction of
with BA368, approximately nine miles west of Craven Arms, and g
160 miles away from London. Immediately west of the fttle town (
1,389 he rives Clun and Unk.-aso on o smal scale-_meet; and he
de its namesake, passing under a 14th
ehilecture i a sort of miniature Georgian combined
Welttye us of stone. The church s a the southe

d wn; and in a crook of the river are the castle ruins, impressive
o upIde he tradition that It was “Garde Dolourcuse’ in Sir
Walter Sol’s nove o th marche, “The Bethroted”

Clun as a settlement, hows ¢ pre-dates the castle. In the interesting
s e v e
partialcremalion of a Bronze Age inhabitant, and maps of several local
Tron Age hilfor

Atthe ime ot the Norman Conquest the parish belonged (0 the famous

rl “Wild Edric”, who caused the Normans nearly as much
trouble i the district as’ Caractacus bad_ caused the Romans many
centuries before. But Edric’s lands were given to Roger de Montgomery
ho lessed the maror and honour of Clun {0 a lesser Norman, Robert
y. De Say probably erected defences, but the first stone castle
was completed about 1100. Forty-five years
oarriage to William Fitz Alan, an ancesor o the Duke of Norfolk,
sill Baron of Clun, All Saxon resistance had long since ended, but Welsh
iad not. Four times between 1195 and 1400 the Welsh attacked
castle and burned the town. It was also burned on one occasion by King
e e e s i oy
me to nt state mostly by decay. A church associated
o e 5 eAA Ak SO P oA bes ot et
but has disappeared.

The parish church of St. George probably occupies the site of a Saxon
church and part of he tower i late Norman. There are (wo Norman
arches atthe end of t he rest being Transitional. Over the north

an' el soal, and cver, the altictin (e chince ' 1S centiy
e e T e e Col Was te ey
was occupied by Parliamentary forces, and partly burned during a Royalist
ack. The porch, however, is 15th century and over it is & room which

9




vas oo up t0 1840 a8 schoal. Partalrbulldin toak place e 1477
Atthe vinity Hosptal, the alnshouses srected
in 1614 by Henry Howard, Earl of Northampton and Lo
oF Gl Tor ‘T2 peor men. Unil this centuy the inmates wore black
ke blu
f course, been much relaxed, and the d
some of which are now occupied by elderly couples—modernised. Permis-
sion o nspet the ounds an communal uidings, wichar ineresing,
ha

Fitzalan obtained a charter for a thre

day fair beginning on St. M Day. By 1272 there was 50 a one-day
May fair and a weekly market (which lasted up 1o the Second W
War th tels paid o the Lord of the Manor beng £10.8 year from 1 e
narket and £6 from the fairs—something like £1,800 and £1,080 in modern
erms. During the feudal period Clun became a manorial borough with
Bailiffs and other Officers, Burgesses with rights of a sort, and regular
Courts.

The Town Hall was erected about 1780, probably of stone from the
Castle: the ground floor was used as a temporary prison and the first floor
was the Court Room. Today the Parish Council uses the upper room for
neetings and the former gaol is the museum; included in its exhibits are
he insignia of the old borough. The silver maces (of about 1580 and 1614)
and the seal are the property of the Clun Town Trust.

S. J. CADWALLADER

Builder and Funeral Director

COLEBATCH, BISHOP"
TELEPHONE 479

Bishop's Castle

This old town is on a winding section of B4385, from Leintwardine to

tgomery, and just off A4S from Shrewsby ury o Knighton. It sands
over 500 feet up, and around it in all directions are hillsrising to over 1,000
feet

Three miles west runs Offa's Dyke, and near the town there have
becn deences of some srt from the 7h entury omards, A Saxon fand-

Egwin “Shakehead” was cured of his palsy at the shrine of St.
Eihelbert at Hereford and in eraitude bequeathed his Manor of Lydbury
to the Bishops of the City in perpetuity. They built on the land a castle tc
proect thei villins and flocks against the Welsh and 2 settement grew
o avoun i for secuny. The prescnt casie, ow only fragmentary, was
bl the 12thcentury, and in 1203 the Bihop sranted th sttcment a
charter. Later in the 13th century, *Bishoy
parsh with fs own church, Probably the B (e i e i
as a residence when touring the northern part of the diocese—the site is
poor strategically and at one time an extra defence post (“Bishop's Moat”)
was also maintained.

About 1570, the Bishop exchangd tis estate for other property with
Elizabeth I, who sold it immediately to the tenants, the Walcots of Walcot
In 1573 the Queen granted (for all practical purposcs, sold?) a new charter
10 he town, csablshing a BT,  Recorder and 15 Aldermen. Repre
sentation i Parfament then be

s Castle was not the scene of any major Civil War battle, but
wat oyt the King.—-Willam Walcot was his e at s cxcuton—and
perhaps this was why the church was badly

Toaing the 8th cuntury the town was one of the notorious “pockei
boroughs”, and bribery in connection ‘Wi clecions ruined the Waleots
They had to sell their vast estate to Robert Clive (of India) whose family
eresed control aver the pariamentary seats unil hey vere abolished
by the Reform Act

10863 & group oftoca landowners founded the Bishop's Caste Rail
way, which an, oftn a alos, unil 1930, g Craven Arms by way of the
Plowden Valley. It had seven e, “Persverance
“Plowden”, “Bishop's o “Carlisl

h, 196 nt years had consisted of a
Nt ol 5 ot e i fou Semens and mestings

1




W. T. MORRAY & SON

BISHOP'S CASTLE

HOME BAKED BREAD,
ROLLS AND CAKES

SPECIALITY

also The Famous Family Loaf

Union Street Garage

ETROL — OIL
ALL MAKES OF TYRES
BATTERIES A SPECIALITY
REPAIRS AND SERVICING
to all Makes of Cars
Under my Personal Supervision

BISHOP'S CASTLE - SHROPSHIRE
Telephone 579

BURD & SON

(Established 1856)
High Class Grocers and Provision Merchants
ROUP (Decp Cut Prices)
SELE SELECTION OR COUNTER SERVIC
VAN DELIVERIES OR TRAVELLING SHOP
ALL PARTS OF DISTRICT

VISITORS TO AREA PLEASE NOT
Questions ey answered regarding places o,
interest in Biiop's Casle an Distri
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Blunden Hal, formerly the Old Hll, Bishop's Castle

ere held monthly in the Town Hall in the Market Place. This building
ces southward down the steep High Street it was ereced some ime
before 1608. It all clock tower, and contains Council Offices on
St o e stircas: caing 10 the Council Chamber
and Mayor's Parlour. As at Clun, it once housed a gaol. The insignia are
ofrae qualiy, pardiclaly two »u...mm silver maces.
Tudor buildings include Blunden
IAT, oty koW o ey O o (06 phobebis liohae o Bmond
Plowden, the Tudor legal expert and— though a Roman Catholic—advise
Queen; the House “on Crotches”, and the Old Porch House
others are concealed by later frontages.
The church of St. John Baptist, at the southern end of Church Street,
ty 19th century but there have been mre than one on the st
it has a 17th century tower and 13th century font. On the tower is a series.
offuded edlnes wmm, wherslongago youths played fes
ll i the Castle s, with  bowling reen, and very
Toaiowar e Ca
Bishop's Caste has, ..w modern festures-—its indusre, menioncd
in the Introduction, and m attle
of hll sheep. The Borough
bungalows for old people:
purposed-designed homes for elderly people. The seconda
whole district is here, set in excellent playing fields.

y school for the

13




THREE TUNS
HOTEL

BISHOP'S CASTLE

FREE HOUSE FULLY LICENSED

Telephone: 229

HOME BREWED
ALES

One of the last Home Brewed
Houses in the West Midlands

Parties Catered For

JOHN C. E. ROBERTS

Other Parishes

Around Clun
e is 4 minature parish and the vilage il is in proportion
Upon the hill above it are the mysterious Castle Ditches, now
R s T e o e e romm i orarHia b
hillopdvelln imes The chureh s *fost” ehurch with imbered
and some Norman work. Bedstone Court is a private school fo

jong the Welsh border, is an exceedingl ed
e ki 5 1 11 sy i s ved
e e A s
away 1o the north is new Kerry Forest, on its very fringe the famous
ntlin Stone” marking the spot where William Cantlin, a travell
died. After some dispute as to parish responsibility for his bu
buried in Betws-y-Crwyn churchyard, the parish gaining thereby a large
yact of Clun Foret, Poundgae s the st of 8 gathériag pouad Where
black cattle” being driven from Wales to English markets were shod
befaro taking o tho soctalled roads; “Betw has been transated
as “Church of the Skins"—possibly
ned here and the monks «»r(n
the skins for the church. The Tudor orest” was built by
direction of the widowed Lady Maltravers about 1550, At N
farmhouse known as Lower Spoad (formerly a hunting lods
remarkable chimney beam with a huntingscene (about 1550). The source
o th Teme is among he high hils of the p:

Bucknell village is at the entrance o lhc wmu valley from which
the River Redlake
church is Norman, with a ch
yard are two great aged yews. Timber is lar
et and ot furniure woods;thee s arge i
B Kl 1 i o s creaiad ot st doat o
Caractacus,

Clunbury is a parish of hamlets and hills. The village itself is compact
and pretty with black-and-white houses. The church, partly Norman
has unusual 11th-15th century windows. Clunton has a small Victorian
church. At Purslow “The Hundred House” inn formerly contained a

al, he was.

Rteleiomeatsa

15




Hopesay Church with its fortress tower

court-room. There is a menhir on Clunbury Hill but the most interesting
ston i theparith i the (restord) signpos between Pursow and Can-
pi e Iluvn/g e O e e et ¥ Avact from
. the church is 15th century and the
of old glass. East of the village is a section
N sl roa
though now o secondary importance in the paris!
e T T e e
Tree, which, according to tradition, was first decorated by the villagers
on May 29th, 1786, to celebrate the marriage of John Marston, the local
landowner, to Mary Carte, Untl the Marwion family died out i 1951
nually, the flags (0 contnue the decoration. In 1954 the
Parish Counil took \v\u\munmm and therevas Sy il A1
The tree is now dressed without c
pocthiof Aston ool a  eop Yalleys The et anex i
type. capped with Tudor work, and the building contains some fine wood-
carving both in the roof and furnishing. On the hill-top west of the village
is Burrow Camp where prehistoric tools and weapons have been found
which are now i i Museua
Hopton Titerhil, 1300 fet high, looks down on the village of
Hopton Castle with its half-timbered cottages, old rectory and castle.
For many years the cati and persh belonged o the famy of Hoplon
and in the 17th century the last of this family, Ralph Hopton, took part

16

in wars on the Continent, rescued the Queen of Bohemia from Prague,
and received a reward for his services. This reward may have been used
to keep the castle in repair, and during the Civil War it was held for three
et ol epA e ‘Colonel More. Al the sarrson except
the Colonl were shot by the Rojalsts and were it evn given decet
bural, but were hrown bl mseifoseety

' finc Ol bridge crosss the Teme. A century
ago the ot soered a ferocious restoration, losing almost all of its

ood-c

making the ehancelscreen of which only these scraps remain
This s typical Mary Webb country ofthe “Tors” ype; up te vlly
e s e

h was originally a chapel of St. George's church, Clun.
passed with the mother church to the Prior of Wenlock in the
Richard 1. Tris may account for the Welsh names of tvo farms i this
parish indicating a monastic association.

Stow, wet of Buckndl i e distoces most southerly prish
illage i of he road and is i a halF-hidden, high vally, with Tt 13th
century church with rood-beam in si, and below it is the site of a Roman
villa, On the hill above s a barrow.

Around Bishop’s Castle
Colebateh is a clustered village on the main road (A488) between Clun
and Bishop's Castle. The parish stands high; ecclesiastically it is part
i mmum“,.
rth of Hopesay, is a parish with magnificent views. The
e Vil a el st cosnant Wi 1 S, church, chapel and
village hall. The church now under the care of the Vicar of Lydbury North
contains a Norman font, two interesting old slate memorials and parts of
ome oM windows.
Lydbury North was part of the original Saxon estate which contained
the Site of Bishop's Castle, Nothing appears to remain of the Saxon
The transepis of the church form chapels ssociated with
and Walcot. The chapel in the north transept
RGNl xlomn fundty, ko, hes remained Roman Catholi
It is not now used. From this chapel a recently reopened Rood loft and
Stacase (1300) leds 1o the main charch, The remainder of the church
ontains much rich wood:-carving,and  pa o magnifcnt Laudian sl
Candiesticks. A mile e village lies Plowden Hall, a half-timbere
partly Elfmbethan and S (e T
family. It contains has its own private
chapel South of the vllae,
Walcot Hall with its wooded park-lands and chain of narrow lakes, once

7




LET GOOD JUDGMENT BE YOUR GUIDE
f

for
Your Summer Holidays
For a Plensum Weekend

Bed und Breaklasl

The Ol\ ﬂhrtl‘ (bm‘ut Finu
BISHOP'S CA
We welcome you all vh; year round
Every Comfort — H. (o

LUNCHEONS — TEAS — DINNER
SERVED DAILY TO NON-RESIDENTS
Wedding Receptions — Private Parties
PEN SUNDAYS TELEPHONE 471

The
Valley
Cafe

Breakfasts Morning Coffee
Lunches Afternoon Teas
Evening Meals - Packed Lunches

Bed and Breakfast

OPEN SATURDAY and SUNDAY
THE SQUARE — CLUN

Telephone : CLUN 370
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the home of the Walcotfamily who sold t n the 18thcentury (o Robert

marriage to the th
of a wooded i, south of the ilge of Brockton i e

n has an ancient church, probably the baileychapel of a very

el
ne ummm castle held lon
de Lega, dept s Castle, and beli
bl o uard the Churchstoke valley from the Welsh
Mlasione, st of Biop's Casle was one of those placs whe
truce prevailed on the uneasy border long
it 1t Stamiona i aclosues of the Stoae, The
at s intemational trading post was beld up o the
The stone—maen-
Wo htadrcdweight and 1o
It may aso have been used for i ofsrenglh. The 3
ar of th original bulding, is & poiner 10 the past mport
church.

footsoidies wheneve the Ki
Samuel More resisted the King
built the chapel on the north side of the
1680 gave he ecor a lbrary o eligious books stll kept in the churct
Robert More, a clebrated botanist, introduced the lazch tre in England
Thcrem.nmul’llhuvuhemhm tle were excavated in 1959. At Linley Hal
(unexpected here, but perhaps connected with early administration of the
ead mines), the site of a Roman vila was discovered in the park.
ments of mosaic pavement were taken up and let into the floor of the
church, The Hall (1742) is a handsome Palladian mansion set in beautifu!
surroundings.

Norbury church has been wholly rebuilt apart from the tower. Standing
on & gradually risingslope,the viage looks down 10 he meadovs,of
the West Onn;

The Back of The Long Mynd

Myndtown is today but a farmstead, but the banks of the Saxon settle
ment are still to be seen; the tiny church has a 12th century font, and
two richly-carved wooden screens and other woodwork. There is evidence
of a very considerable area of medieval wall-painting, as yet uncovered
with the exception of the original 12th century consecration mark.

19




hamlet of Asterton contains most of the people. The Longmynd's ancient
rocks rise o over 1,500 feet and the ridge is traversed by a medieval
which may in fact be much older, to judge by its attendant

Ratlnghope s 3 Youth Hosel and i has alvays boen a resting place
d refuge for travellers in these hills. n inhabited
on Ratlinghope Hill behind the p
one of them strong and extensive. There
umerous barrows, the Longmynd, and
the Plowden end of the ridge. The Saxon settlement that followed
place its name: the colonist was called Rotel. In 1204 the Abbot
believed that its

was an Augustinian cell of W y
B R e
scems to have received some sort of protection from Liewellyn the Great.
The prince reprimanded some of his chiefs for attacking the priory. On
he summit of the Stiperstones ridge is the “Devil's Chair™” rock, at 1,730
, mentioned in Mary Webb's Gone fo Earth. Also on this haunted ridge
Edric, and his fairy wife, to warn of

entries it was suficiently populous 1o warrant a
 reason for this was the lead mines from which the roofin for
and probably that for the castle at Bishop's

Wentnor, down the valley from Ratlinghope, has magnificent views.
The church has been parly ebuil, an here s fine wood-carvig; the
save oot is probably ISfrczntury. It may b
Yilor o pelovethe el tnld gyt rwtetone Leteiabt bz
PR e T et seven people were killed.
e st i ot et O e 2R

The North-West
Brompton and Rbison i a tny paish on the Wekh border notabl only
SRR C s e O
Tn the prety Marringon Valley wat ered by the River Camlad are some
urious defence works of long ago so placed that determinedly oceupied,
hey could hold the pass. Marringlon Hall s a ine REdildng
Chirbury, with its wealth of “magpi
chursh,couldnot ook mors Englih
village is noted for its chained libra
T ety by e e Y e B L

2

estermost efforts of Lady Acthelfie, daughcr of Alfred he Gret
, being widowed, spent the latter years of her life supervising the
ssband's overlordship) against all comers.
of the Domesday survey there were two churches, whose
position is unknown. The situation of Chirbury made it vulnerable to
Welsh attacks, and the defence point was therefore transferred to Mont
gomery which was better tactically placed. In the 13th century the
Augustinian Canons erected a Priory—probably on the site of one of the
Saxon churches. This Priory was burnt down by the Welsh, and Jate
rebuilt. The present church has a fine black and white roof and som
usual arcading,and it naveis ihat of the Prory. Marton in the
has black and white houses and a great pool which long ago, may have
e e e, A Ak
some probability that the nearby mound was the piled foundation of a
lake-house.
Worthen is one of th laraet villges in the distict. Betwes
and among

ault: the mystery

work. Notable houss in he parish (which has many hamiets)
and House, 17th century Hampton Hall on the §
Ason Ko Hall imoat a the de
Hall. The Snailbeach lead mine was the lar e
local legend (of Mitchell’s Fold) is depicted in ummm.m rving
church at Middlcton, and a track over Stapeley Hill from
leads to the original stones.

M. & M. WATKINS
GROCERS and PROVISION DEALERS
N FOOI
CONFECTIONERY

Agents for Unwins Seeds

SCHOOL ROAD —

Telephone : Clun 214
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PETER E. CUTTLER

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER and
CONTRACTOR and

SENERAL IRONMONGER

MATES FREE

11 HIGH STREET - CLUN

SPAR _SELF-SERVICE
R L PHILLIPS LTD.

GH CLASS GROCERS,
EERS, WINES and SPIRITS
MEATS and FANCY CHEESES

BISHOP'S CASTLE (411)
AND

CRAVEN ARMS (2324)

ELIVERED IN TOWN AND COUNTRY

CRESSWELL HOUSE
St
BRIDGE STREET

CLUN
Telephone 371

Phone : Little Brampton 256 Mr. & Mrs. J. Watkin

THE HUNDRED HOUSE INN
PURSLOW
CLUNBURY, CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPSHIRE
Ploughman's Lunches - Hot Smacks - Booked Lunches

Parties Catered For - Weddings - Seating for 90

ACCOMMODATION — Bed and Breakfast, Evening Meal

Save the Chlldren fund
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A. & J. HEMMINGS LTD.

Motor Engineers

Authorised Agents for
MORRIS and WOLSELEY Cars

and

MORRIS Light Vans and Pick Ups

Hire Purchase and Insurance facilities available

New vehicles always in Stock

CHURCH STREET and STATION STREET
BISHOP'S CASTLE
Telephone 226

2B & V. ROGERS

NEWSAGENT AND TOBACCONIST

CONFECTIONERY, MINERALS, ICES,
TOYS, STATIONERY.
KODAK AND ILFORD CAMERAS.
FILMS, DEVELOPING AND PRINTING.

17, HIGH STREET, CLUN, CRAVEN ARMS,
SHROPSHIRE.
Telephone : 278
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