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Pezedmiol oo oo o - Autor
. R TEESTYLIA PCOBOZ,
UAKSTWOWE MUZEUM HisEnin
NA MAJDANKU Szlola .
Marynarka dziecinna
Dziat __ Material | technika Kraj, miejscowosé, wytwérnia
FEUZEATION  HISTOR.
Nr inwentarza Wartosé wein2 brazowo=begowa
PFNM=1I-1=54 baweina nieznany
Data nabycia IS44r. Wys. Szer. Diug. Czas powstania
Spos6b nabycia 48 T lata 30=te XX w,
T 2 ;ka
Nr ks, wolywow Format (z ozlohwaggkaw Nr inwentarza negatywu fotogr.

Q

pis przedmioty, sygnatury, napisy Folografie
Marynarka weizniana gz brazowo-beZowego
materia¥u, grubeso, w uko prrazkl,
tez watoliny, z podszewka satynowa,
be2owg. Poly marynarki lekko zaokrggzld
ne, RAq¢kawy z mankietem oragz duiymi 2ad
tami ra zokeciach, naszytiych y
nitkg niehieska. Lewa Zata w ko
brudnego besu, roplamiona, z maxe iy
ra na srodku, materia¥ w jodelk¢.Prawva
z2ta sgara, duza 2I,7xIfem, bawelna, |
rnie poplamion a. Na mankietach rekawd
po dwa muziki ( I gérny cazy, dolne ;
pekane). Guziki brazowo-bezowe, z 4
dziurkami, proste 2z malym ctckiem .
Plecy skrojone z 2 réwnych kawaikéw
materiatu, Na lewej Zopatce duza pfp=-
stokatna rata naszyta maszynowo niémi
niebleskimi. Na potach przednich u gér
kieszenie naszyte na wierzch, na dol
wpuszczone, 2 klapkg. Koinlergyk maiy,
zaokraglony, usztywniony w srodku pié
tnem lnianym,WzdZuz zgiecia poprzeryw
ne watki,Do ko¥nierza przyssyty wiesuze
Maryrarka przenicowana z wickezego ro
miaru,o0 czym swiadczg pozszywane dziurki
na zewngtrznych i wewnegtrznych pozach,

Sw artysiycznych i historycznych
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Przedmiot

PANSTWOWE MUZLUM
NA MAJDANKU

OBU#IE OBCLOWE

zhecigoe

Autor

Szkota rigznany

Dzial e A 116W HIST

Material i technika

Kraj, miejscowosé, wytwérnia

Nr inwentarza Wartosé g .
skiéra nieznany
PEM_II-3-6/978
Data nabycia 1942-44-0béz Wys. Szer. Diug. Czas powstania
Sposéb nabycia 1944 -nuzeunm I6.5 cm lata 30, XX wieku
Format Waga Nr inwenfarza negatywu fotogr.

Nr ks. wplywdw

Opis przedmiotu, sygnatury, napisy

Trzewik dziecigey, lewy. Wykonany ze
skéry malecwanej n2 biato., Czesé chelewkg-
wa nasgyta na czub buta, Sznurowanie

na szedé dziurek. Wngtrze chezyte jdcliy,
prazkewang podszewka, Podeszwa z paskin
obcasem zrozona z kilkn warstw skéry,
aszxodzona czgsé ped palcami, widoczne
drewniane koZeczkl Yscmace yposzezesgdlne
warstwy skéry. Od wewnegtrznej strony
stepy widoczne niewielkie rozwarstwienig
pedeszwy. Skéra zniszezona, wytarty
kolor,

i1TN1 IXXDIY D'T7 X0 7@ 0707 TIN0 DT7-Y1 YW 00
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Przedmiot Autor
PANSTWOWE MUZEUM
: ¢ Szkola niegnani wieZni i
NA MAJDANKU Lalka - Wiginiarka h nl wigsniowig
Dziat MUZEALIOW HIST, Material i technika Kraj, miejscowoié, wytwornia
Nr inwenfarza Wartosd . obéz na M-,lj.j:.lnku
tkarina
PMM_I.5.21 R
Data nabycia 1244 Wys. Szer. Dhug. Czas_powslania
& ” Yo x “-"'.gxIE em ¥ 1%42-4*
Sposdb nabycia E
Nr ks. wplywow Format Waga Ne inwentarza negatywu forogr.
Opis przedmiotu, sygnatury. napisy Fotografie

Lalka wigipiarka, ubrana w sukienkg
pasiakowg z cryrinalnepo materiazu,

2z d¥ugimi re¢kawami, koinierszykiem

i pliskg. *a wierzchu marynarka=-pasiak
#z koXnierzykiem, zarinana na petelkg
na jeden puzik.Petelka wykonana recznie
¢ czarnych nici 2 wielkg precyzja.Guzik
okrgety, w formie przybka na nézce.

Ka marvnarce po lewej numer chozowy=-
II02 na pzétnie, wyhaftowany- haft za
ir?g, nié cgarna. Unranie usgzyte na
maszynie. Pod sukienka pdthalka z jed-
wabnej chusteczki do nosa z delikatng
mere?ka, Korpus lalki z bialego piétna
szyty czarnymi niémi na maszynie. Wypc)
na szmatami, Na nogach kozaczki z czerd
wonero filcu, szyte reczpie Bcieziem
Xgczonym.Giowa z jedwabne] chusteczki,
wypchana szmatami, OUcgy, nos i usta
wyhaftowane.Brwi czarne-scieg za irlg,
oczy czarne-haft pe¥ny, nos-nici jasno-q
kremowe, 8ciees za irle, usta cgerwone,
haft pelny. Na r*owie chustka prezyszytd
za usgami, £ rranatowego filcu 2z jJasncy
bieskim wywinigciem, Spod uatki wystg

W v 5 3 zowe i ] '\7.(! ni
E?ggﬁyéirggégffj muliny przyczepione
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Ja
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A window to the multiple expressions of Jewish culture
The Holocaust in Lublin
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He covered the world years
before it became relatively
easy and popular.

Had a special interest in
Israel and his family that is
living there. He visited the
country many times and for
extensive periods.

He leaves us the
recollection of a bright and
devoted man. He was
superseded by his wife, his
three children, his five
grandchildren and two
great grandchildren.

He passed away as he had
lived, in the same discreet
manner as he conducted
his life.

He died after passing his
93rd birthday thus
becoming the eldest
Zakrojczyk ever.

May his soul rest in peace.

Carole Chassang-
Zakrojczyk
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Charles-Srul
Chassang-Zakrojczyk

13.7.04 - 20.1.1911

Born in Ostrow Siedlecki
(now Ostrow Lubleski) as
the youngest son to his
mother Cyrla and his father
Sija Zakrojczyk.

He had 4 older brothers;
only one of them Simon
survived the Holocaust.
Studied in the Szper high
school in Lublin and when
it was closed, studied in the
same high school in
Zamosc where he got his
high School Diploma in
July 1930. In September
1930 he left Poland to
France, without knowing a
word of French, where
within one year he
managed to master the
French language and got
his French high School
Diploma which enabled

him to join the Paris
medical Academy. In 1938,
he became an M.D.

Thereafter he joined the
French foreign legion as a

doctor, wherein, he
reached the rank of a
Captain.

Served in Paris where he
met his future wife Suzy
and got married to her
during the war.

They had 3 children:
Philippe, Carole and
Hugues.

He settled eventually in the
city of Amien where he had
a private practice. In 1950
he became a French
citizen and changed his
name. He was a General
Practitioner but studied in
depth Genecology and
Obstetrics, which  he
particularly liked.

Anyone who knew him
would testify to his
extraordinary abilities as a
doctor. He combined a vast
amount of knowledge with
an accurate intuition which
helped him to diagnose
and treat correctly his
patients. He was also well
appreciated by his peers.

Following his extraordinary
intellectual ability and his
intense curiosity he was a
master of bridge. In
addition, he was
considered an expert in
Political affairs both
domestic and international
and an untiring traveler as
well.
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"I am so ashamed of what the Nazis did to the
Jewish people. My name is Gertrude Muller,
and this is my daughter Uta. We live in
Wiesbaden. I brought Uta to the court because I
want her to know what the Nazi's did. It's
important. This is a real history lesson. I took
her out of school for the week." She spoke
quickly but with great difficulty, as if she was
trying to unload a great burden. The girl's big
blue eyes looked at me. Something switched in
my consciousness, and I saw black eyes -

my own.

Suddenly, I saw myself, again, in a beautiful
forest in"a vacation resort called "The Glass
Mountain" in Poland. It was the mid-fifties. I
was a little girl. A picturesque brook bubbled

Dear friends,

cheerfully through the forest. The fresh air was
a tonic for body and soul. Accompanied by the
singing of birds, the whizzing of bees and
fireflies, my parents and I were picking
basketful of hazel-nuts. Cheerfully, tired,
baskets full,

we napped under a tree. A loud scream, my
mother's, suddenly disrupted the tranquility. I
slipped from my mother's lap. My father leaped
towards me, to calm me. "Mummy dreamed a
bad dream. Nothing happened!"

Gertrude held onto my arm. Uta's face was
colorless. Did I shout?

"A history lesson!" I thought.

"Is it not to early for this girl?"

Wasn't it also too early for me?

On an annual basis Kol Lublin (meaning voice of Lublin) is being published in Israel.
In our view Kol Lublin belongs to Lubliners first and subsequent generations, whether

in Israel or elsewhere around the world.

The publication ought to reflect our ties to the city in general and the Jewish community
of the city in particular. The publication should also serve the purpose of strengthening
connections among members of our community all around the world.

Kol Lublin includes among its subjects, articles dealing in historical elements, memoirs,

interviews, poems and photographs.

The publication is multi lingual and we have included articles in Hebrew, English,

Yiddish and Polish.

We consider all of you as brothers and sisters in our community, therefore we shall
welcome your contributions to future issues of Kol Lublin.
Furthermore we would like to urge you to contribute to future issues of Kol Lublin.

Articles to be sent to the following addresses:

Neta Avidar: nachum_ai@bezegint net
Joseph Dakar: dakary(@goldmail net il

Best regards,

Josheph Dakar
Neta Avidar
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Obersturmbahnfuhrer, deputy commander of
Lublin and area, who did not hesitate to stain his
own hands with our blood." she said. As if, at a
command, all ten defense lawyers leaped from
their seats, shouting, gesturing. "Your "honor!"
the leading lawyer shouted angrily, "this witness
must be called to order. Dr. Sturm never killed
anyone. He only obeyed orders!"

The judge popped another tablet into his mouth.
"Sit down, please. You burst into the witnesses
testimony." he said to the defense lawyer before
turning to my mother. "Did you see the
defendant kill anyone?" he asked gently.

I looked at my mother. My heart beating fast for
us both. I prayed that she wouldn't break down.
That she would, eventually, reveal everything
that burned inside her for so many years! And
she didn't let the opportunity to pass.

She was much calmer, cooler than usual. Her
voice clear and firm, although I could detect
excitement. She gave details and accurate dates.
"During one of the 'actions' ,that is before
thousands of Jews were sent by wagon to their
death, the defendant stood above the crowd on a
platform. Introducing himself as the new
commander, in charge of law and order. 'Is there
anyone present here, named Sturm?' he asked.
From amongst the thousands crowded together,
frightened, a white-bearded old man pushed his
way forward. "My name is Sturm' he said. He
was ordered to approach the platform. When he
was close enough, Dr. Sturm took his pistol
from its holster and shouting 'Me Sturm, and a
Jew Sturm? Only I am Sturm!" he

shot the old man." My mother related the last
sentence in a low voice.

It was quiet in the court-room. No one moved.
The judge looked worn out. His hand searched
for the pill-boy mother said that she could also
reveal other incidents.

"How do you know that those people were sent
to their deaths?" asked a defense lawyer. "Did it
occur to your that they could have been sent to

labor camps?"

"If they had been sent to labor camps then
someone would have received letters or other
signs of life. Up until today no one has come
back." she replied in a determined manner. The
lawyer made as if to continue, but the defendant
touched his arm, to calm him, and he sat down.

During the recess the judge came to us. From up
close, I saw that the tablets he kept swallowing
were glucose. They were recommended by his
doctor, he told us, to keep his strength up during
the harrowing trial.

I was amazed and somehow touched at his
candor. He asked how my mother felt and
offered her some of his glucose tablets. He also
apologized for the defense lawyer's behavior.

The trial ran on and my mother continued
testifying. For hours she answered questions,
and suddenly her voice broke down and her eyes
filled with tears.

I could hear her voice battering the stillness in
the court-room. Although tears filled my soul I
could imagine the children of the Jewish
orphanage, their teachers and the staff, taken by
truck to the forest, to be butchered by
machine-gun, thrown into a pit and covered with
earth. My soul was with them but I could still
hear my mother's quiet voice describing her
escape from the camp two days after the
slaughter, how she passed the hillock which was
still shaking...

From time to time I felt her breath being
extracted from her and I imagined my soul
flying with it. In order to continue, she would,
sometimes, sip from a glass of water. My mouth
felt dry as I watched the movement of her lips.
The judge on his platform became paler and
paler - the pill-box became emptier and emptier.

The woman sitting in front of me was weeping.
"How is she able to live with it?" I thought. She
stood suddenly, and came, with her daughter, to
sit next to me.
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An orchard of bare chestnut trees led us to the
court buildings. I felt as if I was a part of a
surrealistic dream - a pastoral atmosphere,
clean beautiful streets, vacationers and gamblers
hurrying to their various pleasures and inside
this perfect

order, the trial of a Nazi criminal, accused of
murdering thousands of Jews.

"All rise!" The judge entered the court-room.
Very tall, old and slightly stooped. Snow white
hair, his pale face gleamed, a contrast against
the background of his black gown, his blue
vivid and sharp eyes scanned those present. He
took his seat. Opposite him, on the right hand
side, sat the prosecution - two lawyers in their
early forties and a young, pretty solicitor, who
looked neither angry nor frightened.

The defendant, Dr. Sturm, deputy commander
of the Lublin area in Poland from 1942 to 1943,
sat on the left. He was fat, well groomed,
elegant, wearing a three-piece suit. On either
side of him, surrounding him, five on each side
sat his defense team, a battery of lawyers, who
in their black gowns, and with their severe faces,
resembled a flock of crows. Some clerks, a
stenographer and an interpreter were also
present.

I looked around. The huge space between the
beautifully carved wood paneling cried out with
emptiness - not even a journalist or a
photographer! The lack of interest displayed by
the local population didn't surprise me. Why
should they confront their dark past? A young
woman, thirtyish with a girl, sat in front of us.
With their long flowing blond hair, pug noses
and faces full of freckles, there was no doubt
that they were mother and daughter. "What are
they doing here?" I thought.

The trial began. I held my mother's hand. She
was nervous.

"It's him!" she whispered in a choked voice.
Although so many years have passed and he isn't

wearing his uniform, I'd recognize him, as well
as the other murderers, even if they woke me in
the middle of the night!"

I glanced at the mother and daughter sitting in
front of us. Their presence in the court-room
bothered me. "Could they be the daughter and
granddaughter of the Nazi?" I thought. "Yes, no
doubt. What other reason would they have to be
here in this empty court-room?"

Occasionally the mother whispered to her
daughter as they followed the trial with obvious
interest. The mother turned to me, smiled, tried
to catch my eye. “Why is she smiling?" I was
angry. "If they are relatives of that man I won’t
respond to her. I won't give them the pleasure!"

My mother was called upon to testify. Although
she was familiar with the German language, she
insisted on an interpretation of the court
proceedings in Polish. At first the defense tried
to underline her credibility. She had to undergo
all sorts of "tests" to prove that her memory, and
her sanity, were intact. They made great effort
to shatter her self-confidence, barking questions
at her, trying to confuse her; question after
question almost on top of each other, not giving
her a chance to answer. Abruptly my mother
stood up, and facing the defense team spoke in
fluent German. "Just like the Nazis didn't
succeed in exterminating me, so you won't
succeed in confusing me! Everything is carved
in my memory, the town, the ghetto, the camps,
the horror! A Nazi murderer is the accused, not
"

Pale and shocked, the judge stuffed a little
white tablet into his mouth. Sternly he ordered
the defense to stop their interrogation.

The trial continued.

"Is there anyone familiar to you in this
court-room?" one of the prosecutors asked my
mother. Without hesitation, she pointed at the
defendant. "I recognize this man as Dr. Sturm,
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Judith Maier

THE HISTORY LESSON

Don't misunderstand me, my child. You see me,
your mother as a smiling, elegant and
successful woman, but there is only a thin
veneer that separates me from a deep well full
of frightening whispers. Often I have to struggle
not to be sucked intoit's dark reaches. Did you
imagine that I didn't want to tell you? (If not
you, then whom should I tell?) Hundreds of
times the words were on the tip of my tongue,
but I did not dare. Now since I have started,
there in no way to retreat.

I didn't want you to be like me; a child carrying
her parent's heavy burden on her shoulders -
awake on their sleepless nights, dreaming their
nightmares, tip-toeing, so as not to disturb, not
to worry them. No, my beautiful daughter, I
want you to live a normal life. Actually I am
writing this letter to myself - I will destroy the
pages as soon as I finish it - you will never see
them.

Only when I gave birth to you did I realize how
much my parents wanted to give to me. They
practically lived only for me, their beloved,
pampered child and thought themselves
privileged to have me - very few woman who
survived the death-camps were lucky enough to
bear children. When I, the miracle baby, was
born, they were overwhelmed with happiness
and tried to compensate me for the fact that I
grew up without brothers and sisters, without
grandparents, uncles and aunts. They tried their
best to shield me from their past, and from
their pain. Whenever friends mentioned
anything about the past, anything 'unsuitable,
they were interrupted immediately.

"Sha! Sha! Dos kind!" "Hush! Hush! The
child!" my parents would beg.

But they could not prevent me from hearing

their screams at night. Their tormented spirits
torturing their bodies, as if they hadn't suffer

enough...
$okok

Mother pale and motionless, laying in bed, I,
crying, weeping, frightened.

I am only ten years old. She opens her eyes and
tries to smile, "I am not dead, my child, don't
worry so much. You see I am speaking to you.
The doctor will arrive soon and will give me
some medication. It will pass." "Mummy, I am
frightened! Please don't stop speaking to me!
Don't shut your eyes! Mummy! The same scene
countless times, each time the same paralyzing
fear.

I always had the feeling that something was
going to happen - not something welcome, like
a party or a trip, but something dreadful,
nameless, and I knew that it was inevitable. I
also knew that something ghastly happened

"there", but I didn't know what.
*okok

The mists of uncertainty cleared only many
years later, when my mother and I arrived from
Israel to Wiesbaden, not far from Frankfurt
a/Main, Germany. It was beginning of
December 1971 and although only a few
holidaymakers came for the hot springs, the
casinos were full. From our hotel window the
hills looked as covered with yellow, brown and
red carpets. Mother looked at all this beauty
with glazed eyes. She had often spoken, with
nostalgia, of the fall in Poland when she was
young but I couldn't persuade her to come
outside, to enjoy the magnificence of the natural
surroundings. Worried, I left the room. The next
morning she was

due to testify in court.
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The Jewish boy in “THE PRIMER?” exhibition: Henio Zytomirski

“My friend” in the Jewish Ghetto

My name is Esther Bernhard (nee Rechtman). | was
born in December 1932, and my parents emigrated
to Palestine with me in 1933. After about 3 years my
mother and | visited Lublin, and we remained there
until 1938. We often visited Henio Zytomirski’s
home. His father taught my mother Hebrew and
Bible, and the family members became our friends. |
have a vague memory of feelings | had towards
Henio’'s house, a place where children were loved. |
remember his grandfather who had loving, bright
eyes. | remember a house with many books, a desk,
and especially a room full of toys and with Henio
himself. | am certain that my memories are tinted
with stories my mother told me, but | believe that | do
remember certain scenes, and | think | remember
and feel his father accompanying us to the door at
the end of each visit.

A year after our return to Tel Aviv, the war began.
During the war years Henio's image became

stronger in my heart. He was “my friend” in the
Jewish Ghetto. He was the subject of my worries. |
would look at the same photograph of which we had
a copy, and | felt that | missed this boy of my own
age, Henio. Over the years we learned that he and
his family were not among the survivors. He
remained sealed within my heart. How painful, how
sad.

| left Lublin before the age of five but | remember
certain scenes and feelings, and | miss something
which no longer exists. But this is the scenery of my
childhood, engraved on my heart, and the feelings of
missing this place are mixed of course with pain and
with endless sorrow.

Esther Bernhard
Daughter of David Rechtman and Perla Laks
from Lublin

The Jewish girl in “THE PRIMER” exhibition: Halina Birenbaum

Halina Birenbaum was chosen to be the ‘“Person of Reconciliation for 2001”

This year, the Polish Council of Christians and Jews has presented this title to
Halina Birenbaum, a Polish-Hebrew novelist living in Israel. This honor is given
for merits in the field of Polish-Jewish dialogue.

Halina Birenbaum was born in Warsaw, where, as a child, she lived with the
nightmare of the war. In the Majdanek Concentration Camp she spent a night in
a gas chamber; in the moming it turned out that the Germans had run out of gas.

She was also a prisoner of Auschwitz-Birkenau.

She survived, though almost all of her family had died. She recounts her
memories during meetings with Polish, German, and Jewish youth, building
bridges this way between Christians and Jews.

http://www.zchor.org/birenbaum/halina.htm
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LESSON OF "THE PRIMER"

(-..) This exhibition made me (and maybe
not only me) realise the enormity of war
tragedy. It showed that the millions of
exterminated human beings are not only
the statistics put to historical books, but
they are millions of personalities, each
with its own potentials, ambitions, with
chances to change the world for better.
The exhibition presented the cruelty of
war, showed how a fragile human life,
each being different, each exceptional,
can be turned into ashes in a blink of an
eye. It should not be forgotten that each
death brings mourning to entire family
and environment the dead person lived
in — sadness relating to Holocaust is
unbelievable. It is even more horrifying
that many of the victims were children
- including the ones presented in “The
Primer” exhibition, who died in ecarly
years of their lives. (...)

Marcin Grabowski
Secondary School no.9

ok

(...) If T had 53 minutes — said Little
Prince — I would head for the well...
(...) T am thirsty, too... Let us look for
a well... | expressed my discourage-
ment: it is absurd to look for a well in
the middle of a dessert. Despite that we
set off. As we were walking for hours
in silence, the night came and the stars
started to shine. I saw them as if in a
dream — 1 had fever because of thirst.
(...) As we were walking, we found
the well in the morning. (...) The well
we found did not resemble the Sahara
dessert wells. (...) It was like a village
well. (...) It is so strange — [ said to
Little Prince — everything is prepared:
a pulley, rope, bucket... He laughed,
grasped the rope and moved the pul-
ley. The pulley squeaked, gnashed like
a flag on the roof after a long period
of stillness. - Listen, we woke up the
well, and it is singing... (...) The sing-

ing of the pulley sounded in my ears,
and I saw flickering sunlight on the
waves...” When our group entered the
barrack, the guide told us to approach
the well. We were surprised. We walked
squinting, as our eyes did not accom-
modate to the darkness in the barrack.
The well we saw resembled a village
well. There was something missing.
The pulley, rope and bucket were not
there. Despite that the well woke up.
As soon as we bent over it, like Little
Prince and the pilot, we heard a voice.
A piercing voice of an elderly woman.
We listened to a shocking story of the
person who stayed in Majdanek when
she was 12. The woman who did not
enjoy her childhood, and had to deal
with hell. The hell many adults could
not survive. Halina Birenbaum. She lost
her family: mummy, brother. She faced
death, she waited for her in the gas
chamber all night long. (...) I expected
to hear another voice when passing to
next well. We passed the board saying
“Henio Zytomirski”. I was curious to
listen to his story. But he could not tell
it to us. His only trace, a silent trace, left
after him were the photos. I was even
more shocked with the dark emptiness
I saw bending over the well and look-
ing into the abyss. The well — seems to
be a simple, prosaic object of everyday

use, kind of forgotten nowadays, but it
symbolises so much. It was a source of
life-giving water for Little Prince and
the pilot. For us it was a proof remind-
ing us of those who could not enjoy a
carefree and happy childhood — the way
we know it, because of human stupid-
ity and pride. We have to remember
the past and try to draw conclusions.
We cannot forget that peace depends
onus. (...)

Sylwia Kudlak
Secondary School no.15

ek

(...) Having seen the exhibition, I was
full of sorrow and emotions. (...) It is
hard to believe things like that really
happened. As [ followed the life stories
presented in the exhibition, I wondered
how it is possible that a child can sur-
vive so much cruelty. It requires a lot
of strength just to live in those condi-
tions. Many adults would not survive
such tortures, not to mention small and
vulnerable beings. I am sure everybody
asked the same question having seen
the exhibition: “Why?”, “Why people
were so cruel to each other, why they
killed each other, and destroyed their
childhood?”. It is difficult to answer
this question. | know one thing for sure:
one should never rule the others’ lives.
(...) Maybe a part of young generations
would learn to love and respect others
by seeing such things. The memories of
Majdanek will stay in hearts of every
former prisoner forever.

My childhood memories are wonderful.
Children who were the camp prisoners
memorised barbed wire, striped clothes,
shouting Germans, hunger and death.

Magdalena Korzynska, 3" grade
Secondary School no.15

FeRE

(...) I was moved and surprised by the
exhibition presentation method. Hav-
ing seen the exhibition, I realised how
much can be told without words. Except
for a short introduction by the host and
some spoken elements of the exhibition,
it is entirely based on symbolism. The
words of the presentation create a spe-
cific mood, it serves as background, it
accompanies the exhibition. (...)

Pawet Zdybel, 3* grade
Secondary School no.15
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE VIEWERS AND THE
STUDENTS ON “THE PRIMER” EXHIBITION

(...) T enter the barrack. I can hear a
melody “Na Wojtusia z popiclnika”, but
the lyrics are different, about the camp.
Paradoxically they are less real than the
ones in the original song. Why is it so?
Why it is easier to acknowledge fantasy
and fiction than the facts confirmed by
evidence? I do not know. I walk on. A
small room. A bookshelf. I feel as if |
were in a film where a detective takes
a case files out of the special drawer. 1
do the same. But there are no criminals’
files, there are victims’ files. Name, sur-
name. Age. A short description. Date of
death. I look through the window. There
is a meadow behind it. The camp site.
Once tragic, now unnaturally peaceful.
It is hot. The grass waves in a gentle,
uncontrolled, lazy manner, I walk on.

L B A

Marcelina Geca (Secondary School no.15)

I can see wooden boards. Three lan-
guages. One title: The Primer. First
introduction to life. The same words in
Polish, Hebrew and Ukrainian. Maybe
this is the reason the children were
killed? They had the same values. I
look through for a while. I take a look.
The same song in the background. An-
other room. The biggest. The carriage
framework in the middle. The same
was used to bring people and children
to the camp. A list of juvenile victims
inside the framework. Polish, Ukrainian
and Jewish names. Clay boards at the
barrack walls. Memories of Majdanek
Children written on them. The lighting
arrangement makes you look down.
You have to stop and read it, instinc-
tively. I surrender. I read. The words are
simple, some are naive, the others are so

true they hurt. Confessions close to ex-
hibitionism. Words. Just words pressed
down on the fabric. They are so au-
thentic that they get to me deepetr than
dozens of publications on concentration
camps. I read. I can hear a voice. | go to
a place it is coming from. It is a stone
ring — a bottomless well. Memories of
one child. A story of the camp life. An-
other well not far away, a story of a girl.
Then another one — silent. Yes. Not eve-
ryone managed to deliver his proof. Not
everyone survived. I can feel the song
goes round. A moment of break, and it
starts again. It makes me go into trance.
A rhythm of receiving information. And
the smell. I cannot stand it any longer.
My soul hurts. I cannot interpret every-

thing that gets into me. I cannot: I do not
want to. I do not understand. I leave. A
beautiful weather outside. The sun. The

eyes are getting used to
the sunlight for a while.
“The Primer” brought
some more question
marks to my mind. I
cannot imagine many
of the things, 1 am just
unable to. I do not know
many things. I will never
find out about many of
them. I know one thing,
I do not want to forget it.
I cannot. It is because of
one of the wells, the one
without the sound.

Kamil Pyszniak
Secondary School no.9
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Tomasz Pietrasiewicz

In 1939 the second world war broke out. The history
of this war is also the history of lives of children who
were forced to work, were taken away from their
parents and were tortured to death in concentration
camps. One of those places was Majdanek camp.
The lives of Belorussian, Polish and Jewish children
are connected with the camp. Big part of them were
of age to go to school with “The Primer” in their
schoolbags.

It is “The Primer” that teaches a child how to
organize the world and how to describe it. It contains
the simplest social categories that form the basis for
relations between a person and the outside world.
The main characteristic of “The Primer” is that it
presents the world without cruelty nor evil. The
children were “dragged out” from this simple and
naive world of “The Primer” and were “brought into”
the “Camp World". It was a world with entirely
different “Primer” - the Death Camp Primer.

That “Camp World” was completely different from
the world pictured in “The Primer”. Camp life brought
entirely new experience such as: hunger, selection,
gas chamber, evil and death. Living in the camp
deiormed their psyche forever.

The exhibition presents the lives of four children
imprisoned in Majdanek. Jewish: HALINA
BIRENBAUM and HENRYK ZYTOMIRSKI,

“IHE PRIMER”

EXHIBITION '

CHILDREN IN MAJDANEK CAMP

Belorussian: PIOTR KIRYSZCZENKO; Polish:
JANINA BUCZEK-ROZANSKA. One of them was
killed in the camp - Henio Zytomirski. '
The story of, most probably, a Jewish girl - Elzunia,
is presented in a symbolic way. We know her only
from what she wrote on a slip of paper in her poem:
“There was once Elzunia

Who was dying all alone.

In Majdanek was her father,

And in Auschwitz was her mom”.

The slip of paper with the poem was hidden in a
shoe found in Majdanek. The girl wrote that she was
nine years old, and she was singing the song to the
melody of: “Z popielnika na Wojtusia iskiereczka
mruga” (a nursery rhyme).

Basic information about the camp and the children’s
lives in Majdanek are presented in two small barrack
rooms before entrance to the exhibition. A clear
difference between the lives of Jewish children and
children of other nationalities (Belorussian and
Polish children) is presented there. The Jewish
children were to be exterminated from the very
beginning.

The exhibition in the barrack is divided into two parts,
separated with the wall:

“The Primer World” - Childhood and School

“The Camp World”
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Robinn Magid has been working on
reconstructing her family tree for 13 years. She
lives in Kensington, California, near San
Francisco. Her grandmother was born Chaja
CYGIELMAN in Lublin in 1897 and emigrated
to the USA in 1922. Robinn has traced her
Lublin family back 11 generations, to people
born in the 1730’s and hopes to find a way to
document them further. She is working to

uncover the names of every Lubliner relative
who perished in the Shoah. The names of her
Lubliner ancestors include: CYGIELMAN,
KLAWIR, FERNAND, ROZENRYB,
HERSZBERG, MEHLTOP, BLUMENBERG,
TENENBAUM, FRYDLIBER, and SZULFRYD.
Robinn is a boardmember of JRI-Poland and is
reachable at: RobinnM @aol.com.

Robinn Magid

Lublin’s Largest Jewish Families (1870-1900)

The following list indicates the 100 most
commonly found surnames in the Lublin Jewish
vital records between 1870-1900 in order of
frequency (highest first). There were Jews with
over 5000 different surnames in Lublin at this
time, so these families represent only the very
largest families. The same name may appear
more than once on this list if it was spelled
slightly differently in the index. The names have
been translated from Russian, so the following

1 FRYDMAN 26 ZYSERMAN
2 GOLDBERG 27 RUBINSZTAJN
3 ROZENBERG 28 KLAWIR

4 SZERMAN 29 CUKERFAIN
5 SZPIRO 30 BURSZTYN
6 ERLICH 31 UNGER

7 SZTERN 32 ZORMAN

8§ KORNBLIT 33 AKERMAN

9 GOLDMAN 34 MAIJZELS

10 GRYNBERG 35 ROZENBAUM
11 WAINBERG 36 FISZMAN

12 FINKELSZTAIN 37 GOLDFARB
13 CYGELMAN 38 FELD

14 GEWERC 39 NISENBAUM
15 CUKERMAN 40 GLANCSZPIGEL
16 GOLDSZTAIN 41 GALPERN

17 ROZENCWAIG 42 BERGER

18 LEDERMAN 43 ROZENBLAT
19 KAC 44 ZYLBERSZTAIN
20 WAKSMAN 45 BRAIJTER

21 GOCHMAN 46 BEKERMAN
22 ZYNGER 47 MITELMAN
23 GRYNFELD 48 ALTMAN

24 MILLER 49 SZAFRAN

25 ZYLBERMAN 50 FOGELGARN

spellings are phonetic' and may not exactly
match a Polish or English version of the same
name.

If you are interested in knowing where your
name appears on the list or if you would like an
EXCEL spreadsheet copy of this list emailed to
you, please contact Robinn Magid at:
RobinnM @aol.com and she will be happy to
send it to you.

51 ROZENBOM 76 GOLDBLAT
52 BROMBERG 77 RAIJNER

53 KOGEN 78 TAJTELBAUM
54 ROZENMAN 79 FERNAND

55 ZYGELWAKS 80 GELIBTER

56 BRENER 81 LEWIN

57 KLAINMAN 82 LIBERMAN
58 SZWALBE 83 SZYFMAN

59 BORNSZTAIN 84 FUKS

60 GROSMAN 85 ASPIS

61 GRYN 86 CYMERMAN
62 KORC 87 GRYNSZPAN
63 BIDERMAN 88 KOPELMAN
64 ERLICHMAN 89 MUSZKATBLIT
65 FELDMAN 90 TUCHMAN

66 GARFINKEL 91 ADLER

67 GERCMAN 92 GUTERMAN
68 GOLDRYNG 93 WAINGARTEN
69 GUBERMAN 94 DREKSLER
70 KRAGEN 95 GERTLER

71 ROCHMAN 96 SZAINFELD
72 GRADEL 97 TRACHTENBERG
73 MANDELBAUM 98 BAUM

74 WAJSMAN 99 FRANK

75 FLAJSZER 100 LASTMA
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this suggests that while our ancestors had
officially assigned surnames, they were not
known by these names yet... because the
registrars apparently thought they would need to
look up the patronym and not the surname in the
index!

There was a second, smaller set of Jewish
records kept across town in the St. Mikolya
Church. This church no longer exists, but was
located on Czwartek Hill just above Ulicy
Ruskiey, where many of our ancestors lived.
The St. Mikolya records are a bit harder to use
because most of them do not have any surnames.
However, we have recorded both parents’
names and the house addresses where we could
find them. Using records from the later period
(1830’s and 1840’s) where there are both house
numbers and surnames, we have been able to
identify many of the family names in the early
St. Mikolya records and these are included in
parentheses in the database to indicate that they
are not found in the actual record but are
educated guesses.

This interesting project can serve many
purposes. As I mentioned, distant cousins have
proven their relationship using the JRI-Poland
database. I recently spent a very special Shabbat
with my own CYGIELMAN cousins in Haifa
who found me through this project. About two
years ago, | assisted with the reconstruction of a
family tree for two brothers who were being
reunited for the first time since the Shoah and
had just learned that the other had survived.
Finally, and most importantly, we are now
working to identify possible bone marrow
donors for a ten-year-old boy with Leukemia.
The geneticists told us that he has a very rare
bone marrow type and doesn’t match anyone in
the international registries. His best chance of
finding a match, according to the geneticists, 18
to find someone related to his father, and the
father’s parents were from Lublin and
Wlodawa.

IF ycu are related to ARBES/ARBUZ from
Lublin or SZACKI/SZACKIER from Lublin
and Wlodawa, please contact me immediately

for more information. You can read about this
child at: www.giftoflife.org . You can click on
his picture or go directly to:
http://www.giftoflife.org/article.aspID=90.

If you would like to know more about the
JRI-Poland organization or would like to use the
database to look for your own family in Poland,
please visit: www.jri-poland.org

To do a complete search of the Lublin City
records, please enter your surname and Lublin’s
geographical coordinates: 5115 2234. You can
also indicate how many miles or kilometers
around Lublin you would like to search in order
to find family who may have lived outside
Lublin in nearby towns.

Once you find an interesting record in the
JRI-Poland index, such as the birth record of a
relative, you can order the record from the
Polish State Archives directly through this
website. They will mail it to you promptly for
$10 US. If this record has been filmed by the
Mormons, the microfilm number and other
identifying information presented in the index
will allow you to find it yourself through their
Family History Library system or you can order
it from Salt Lake City for less than $5. 20th
century records are not kept in the Polish State
Archives and are a bit harder to gain access to
because of a privacy law in Poland but are
accessible through the Lublin Muncipal
Archives (Lublin USC). Please contact me
directly if you need more information about
specific 20th century records.

Donations to our Lublin project are tax
deductible for US and Canadian taxpayers, and
donations of any size are greatly appreciated.
All our projects, like the Lublin 1810-1942
project are paid for through private donations. If
you are interested in helping with a contribution
towards the $10,000, please contact me directly
for instructions at: RobinnM @aol.com or visit
our website: www.jri-poland.org. Please feel
free to contact me with any questions you may
have about this article.
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Robinn Magid
On-Line Index helps Lubliners
research their roots

Lubliners who wish to trace and document their
family’s major life events in Lublin now have an
amazing aid. When it is finished, it will be an
index of every Jewish person who lived or died
in Lublin and was recorded in the official Polish
vital records. It’s a project begun by genealogy
hobbyists that has already helped cousins
separated by emigration and brothers separated
by the Shoah to find each other. It has helped
people around the world who never knew their
actual birthday and never heard their
grandparents’ names... It has even helped a
Leukemia patient find other living relatives who
may still prove to be a life-saving bone marrow
donor match.

The Jewish Records Indexing - Poland project is
a group of genealogist volunteers working to
create an Internet-searchable index of every
Jewish vital record that exists in Poland today.
These are primarily birth, marriage, death and
divorce records that are preserved in the
collections of the Polish State Archives in their
branches around Poland. They are records of
the 19th and 20th centuries. Interestingly, we
have also found records in Warsaw for towns
that are now in Ukraine but were a part of
traditional Galicia.

Since my paternal grandmother was born in
Lublin, I volunteered to coordinate the project to
index the Lublin branch of the Polish State
Archives. Their collection includes Jewish
records from 82 towns in the former Lublin
Gubernya. A town’s Jewish records typically
cover the time period from 1810 until 1942...
however, most 20th century records are still kept
under the control of the townhall archives and
therefore JRI-Poland may not yet have access to
them. Many of these records were microfilmed

by the Mormons, and I have worked with many
volunteers over the past six years to index those
records by using the Mormon Libraries around
the world. The Mormon microfilms generally
cover the years between 1810 and 1869 but vary
by town.

JRI-Poland must purchase the indexes from
years that the Mormons did not microfilm at
considerable expense. We have completed and
raised the money to pay for the Lublin indices
from 1870-1900 and so these are on-line. We are
in the process of obtaining the indices from
1901- March 16, 1942, and we estimate we will
need donations totaling $10,000 to pay for this
part of the project.

‘We now have over 90,000 individual records for
the City of Lublin on-line for the years
1826-1900, and hope to finish the 1810-1825
records in the next few months. Then these
records will also be added to the on-line
database. These early records are very
interesting in many ways. Apparently, before
1826, the Jews of Lublin had to visit one of two
Catholic churches in Lublin to register their vital
events. Before 1810, these civil registers do not
record any Jews, and after 1825, the synagogues
served as the civil registrars so Jewish records
are in separate books from 1826 until the Shoah.

St. Jana’s Cathedral was the main civil registry,
and 80% of the early Jewish records we found
there included the surnames that our families
use today. However, these surnames were
usually not written into the index, so we had to
read each record and look for a surname. During
this time period, the non-Jews in the indexes
DID have surnames, but the Jews only had
patronyms (ie., Jankiel Dawidowicz). Perhaps
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woceor LUBLIN

ANNUAL OF LUBLINERS
IN ISRAEL AND DIASPORA

“LUBLINER SHTIME” ® www.lublin.org.il ® TEL-AVIV ® NOVEMBER 2004 ® No. 40

Dear Second/Third Generation Lubliners,

I've recently met or talked with some of you in
Israel and in the US/Canada. Various 2nd/3rd
generation Lubliners throughout the world are
active to one extent or another to maintain a
connection to Lublin.

Kol Lublin continues being published in Israel
and trips to Lublin take place thanks to the
efforts of Neta, Yosi and Yoram and others. A
group visited Lublin last summer and met with
Robert Kuwalek, the NN Grodzka group
project, and others. A website has been started.
The annual remembrance ceremony takes place
in New York thanks to Sherman, Dorothy,
Shelley, Sara and others.

Robinn Magid is doing outstanding work in
California in retrieving Lublin and surrounding
towns' birth, marriage, death records going back
to 1810 and perhaps earlier. thus re-connecting
families and their histories of relationship.
Robinn recently visited Lublin and met with
Robert Kuwalek. Robin works with people in
Brussells, Sweden, Poland, Hong Kong,
Australia, the US and elsewhere who are
interested in Lublin.

Adina Cimet-Singer has prepared educational
materials for high schools on Jewish Lublin and
its 1000-year history till 1940/1945. Her project
needs financial backing to be completed. Can
we help?

Someone in Australia is doing work on Lublin.
For over 50 years, my uncle Duvid Shtokfish,
with the assistance of other Lubliners, was
instrumental in maintaining the connection
among First Generation Lubliners in Israel,
Europe, Australia, North and South America
and elsewhere, publishing Kol Lublin,

fund-raising, developing social projects,
travelling, speaking, re-inforcing the Lublin
community.

I strongly believe it is time for all 2/3 generation
Lubliners to connect, to support each others'
current projects and to develop joint projects
that will reinforce the ties that bind them to
each other and to their parents and families.

I propose that we form an International Lublin
Co-ordinating Group to develop ongoing
mutually supported activities.

Please respond by indicating your interest in
becoming active as well as your thoughts on
how you are willing to contribute.

Can you help to create an international
address/contact list of 2/3 generation Lubliners?
Can you help to enrich the English content of
the Israeli Lublin website?

Can you contribute articles/commentaries in
English or Yiddish to the next issue of Kol
Lublin?

Can you help raise funds for projects?

Can you help with organizing a program in
Lublin in the coming year?

Can you provide information as to the locations
of Lublin memorials in cemeteries in various
countries?

Can you or someone you know help translate
Lublin-centered materials from Yiddish to
English? For example, Ruzha Fishman-
Shnaydman’s autobiography *“My Lublin”,
letters, commentaries?

I look forward to your contact
Motl Rosenbush
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