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Abstract. The “sphecid’ fauna of Saudi Arabia (Hymenoptera: Apoidea) is listed. A total of 207 species in 42 
genera are recorded including previous and new species records. Most Saudi Arabian species recorded up to 
now are more or less common and widespread mainly in the Afrotropical and Palaearctic zoogeographical 
zones, the exception being Bembix buettikeri Guichard, Bembix hofufensis Guichard, Bembix saudi Guichard, 
Cerceris constricta Guichard, Oxybelus lanceolatus Gerstaecker, Palarus arabicus Pulawski in Pulawski & 
Prentice, Tachytes arabicus Guichard and Tachytes fidelis Pulawski, which are presumed endemic to Saudi 
Arabia (3.9% of the total number of species). General distribution and ecozones, and Saudi Arabian localities 
are given for each species. In this study two genera (Diodontus Curtis and Dryudella Spinola) and 11 species 
are newly recorded from Saudi Arabia. 
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Introduction 
 
Sphecid wasps, also known as digger wasps, are 
generally black-bodied insects or black marked 
with white, yellow or red; some are tinged with 
metallic blue or green. They range in size from 
about 2mm up to 51 mm long. They are world-
wide in distribution, mainly occupying arid and 
semi arid areas (Schmid-Egger 2011). 

Based on some phylogenetic studies, the for-
mer family Sphecidae is now divided into four 
families: Heterogynaidae, Ampulicidae, Crabroni-
dae and Sphecidae (Prentice 1998, unpublished 
doctoral thesis; Brothers 1999, Melo 1999). Recent 
estimates indicate the presence of about 300 of the 
9720 species occurring in the Arabian Peninsula 
(Ohl, own observation in Schmid-Egger 2011). 

Major studies concerning sphecid fauna in the 
Arabian Peninsula are those by Guichard (1980-
1994) who revised part of genera; Pulawski (1962-
2007) who deal with other genera through several 
revisionary works; Gadallah & Assery (2004a,b) 
who added some new records to the fauna of 
Saudi Arabia; Antropov (2011), Ohl (2011) and 
Schmid-Egger (2004, 2011) who revised Crabroni-
dae and Sphecidae in UAE and others. 

In the present study a total of 207 species in 42 
genera are recorded from Saudi Arabia, including 
previous and new records. Two genera (Diodontus 
Curtis and Dryudella Spinola) and 11 species (As-

tata boops (Schrank), Bembecinus meridionalis 
A.Costa, Diodontus sp. near hyalipennis Kohl, 
Dryudella nephertiti (Pulawski), Harpactus formosus 
(Jurine), Liris festinans praetermissus (Richards), 
Tachysphex argentatus Gussakowskij, Tachysphex de-
serticola de Beaumont, Tachysphex dignus Kohl, 
Tachysphex pentheri Cameron, (Crabronidae) and 
Sceliphron madraspatanum (Fabricius) (Sphecidae)) 
are recorded for the first time from Saudi Arabia. 
A few specimens of Tachysphex could not be iden-
tified and are therefore not included. 
 
 
Material and Methods 
 
Data in the present study are based on material collected 
by the authors from different Saudi Arabian localities 
during 2000-2010, in addition to specimens preserved in 
the King Saud University collection. Information was also 
taken from literature (see sources in the text below) as 
well as “Catalog of Sphecidae senso lato” by W. Pulawski 
(2013) available online [http://research.calacademy. 
org/ent/catalog. Sphecidae]. Identification of the new re-
cords was done with the help of Guichard (1986), Roche 
& Gadallah (1999) (on the generic level), Pulawski (1971) 
for Tachysphex species, Guichard (1988a) for Sceliphron 
species, Schmid-Egger (2004) for Bembecinus species , and 
consulting Dr. W. Pulawski (California Academy of Sci-
ences, San Francisco) for Diodontus, Dryudella and some 
Tachysphex species. 

Classification follows that of Pulawski (internet da-
tabase, 2013). Families as well as species names within 
genera are arranged alphabetically. The pictures were 
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taken at the California Academy of Sciences, San Fran-
cisco, California, by Erin Prado under the supervision of 
Wojciech J. Pulawski, using the Automontage software 
package by Syncroscopy. The images were subsequently 
edited in Photoshop by Wojciech J. Pulawski. 
 

Abbreviations: AF = Afrotropical; AU = Australian; NEO 
= Neotropical; OR = Oriental; PA = Palaearctic. 
 

List of collecting localities (arranged alphabetically): 
Abha (18˚ 14ˋN, 42˚ 31ˋ E) 
Abu Arish (16˚ 42ˋ N, 42˚ 50ˋ E) 
Ad Diriyah (25˚ 12ˋ N, 44˚ 12ˋ E) 
Al Ha’ir (25˚ 47ˋ N, 45˚ 22ˋ E) 
Al Hota (23˚ 29ˋ N, 46˚ 52ˋ E) 
Al Kharj (24˚ 08ˋ N, 47˚ 18ˋ E) 
Al Lith (20˚ 09ˋ N, 40˚ 16ˋ E) 
Al Muzahimiyah (24˚ 28ˋ N, 46˚ 16ˋ E) 
Amjara (17˚ 00ˋ N, 43˚ 00ˋ E) 
As Summan Plateau (25˚ 00ˋN, 47˚ 00ˋ E) 
Bahra (22˚ 10ˋ N, 46˚ 44ˋ E) 
Beisha (20˚ 30ˋ N, 43˚ 00ˋ E) 
Dabtiyah (26˚ 26ˋ N, 48˚ 36ˋ E) 
Dirab Agriculture Station (24˚ 30ˋ N, 46˚ 37ˋ E) 
Diba (27˚ 21ˋ N, 35˚ 40ˋ E) 
Fayfa (17˚ 16ˋ N, 43˚ 06ˋ E) 
Hadasham (22˚ 00ˋ N, 38˚ 30ˋ E) 
Hanakiya (25˚ 00ˋ N, 41˚ 00ˋ E) 
Ha’il (Ras Saminal) (27˚ 31ˋ N, 41˚ 41ˋ E) 
Hutet Beni Tamim (23˚ 27ˋ N, 46˚ 30ˋ E) 
Hofuf (25˚ 20ˋ N, 49˚ 34ˋ E) 
Jabal Lababa (18˚ 01ˋ N, 42˚ 01ˋ E) 
Jeddah (21˚ 32ˋ N, 39˚ 10ˋ E) 
Jizan (16˚ 53ˋ N, 42˚ 33ˋ E) 
Mahail (26˚ 20ˋ N, 43˚ 58ˋ E) 
Mazari Al Arda (25˚ 45ˋ N, 43˚ 18ˋ E) 
Medain Saleh (26˚ 45ˋN, 38˚ 15ˋ E) 
Mibhil (25˚ 20ˋ N, 43˚ 17ˋ E) 
Najran (17˚ 29ˋ N, 44˚ 07ˋ E) 
Nejd (Jebel Tuweiq) (24˚ 47ˋ N, 46˚ 45ˋ E) 
El Qunfuda (18˚ 35ˋ N, 41˚ 40ˋ E) 
Riadh (24˚ 38ˋ N, 46˚ 43ˋ E) 
Tabuk (28˚ 23ˋ N, 36˚ 35ˋ E) 
Taif (21˚ 29ˋ N, 40˚ 32ˋ E) 
Umm Lajj (25˚ 01ˋ N, 37˚ 16ˋ E) 
Wadi Diga (29˚ 49ˋ N, 39˚ 52ˋ E) 
Wadi Majarish (21˚ 21ˋ N, 40˚ 07ˋ E) 
Wadi Maraba (17˚ 54ˋ N, 42˚ 22ˋ E) 
Wadi Nisah (24˚ 14ˋ N, 46˚ 29ˋ E) 
Wadi Qanuna (19˚ 06ˋ N, 41˚ 05ˋ E) 
Wadi Qurrayyat (37˚ 22ˋ N, 31˚ 19ˋ E) 
Wadi Rasid (26˚ 42ˋ N, 41˚ 12ˋ E) 

 
 
Results 
 
In the present study, a total of 207 spheciform spe-
cies in 42 genera are recorded from the Saudi Ara-
bian fauna, of which 11 species are recorded for 

the first time: Astata boops (Schrank), Bembecinus 
meridionalis A.Costa, Diodontus sp. near hyalipennis 
Kohl, Dryudella nephertiti (Pulawski), Harpactus 
formosus (Jurine), Liris festinans praetermissus (Rich-
ards), Tachysphex argentatus Gussakowskij, Tachy-
sphex deserticola de Beaumont, Tachysphex dignus 
Kohl, Tachysphex pentheri Cameron (Crabronidae) 
and Sceliphron madraspatanum (Fabricius) (Spheci-
dae). Most of the recorded species are widely 
spread in the Afrotropical and the Palaearctic zo-
ogeographical zones. The following species are 
presumed endemic to Saudi Arabia (representing 
about 3.9% of the total number of species): Bembix 
buettikeri Guichard, B. hofufensis Guichard, B. saudi 
Guichard, Cerceris constricta Guichard, Oxybelus 
lanceolatus Gerstaecker, Palarus arabicus Pulawski 
in Pulawski & Prentice, Tachytes arabicus Guichard 
and T. fidelis Pulawski. A considerable number of 
digger wasps “Sphecidae” are expected to occur in 
Saudi Arabia. 
 
Family Ampulicidae 
Sources: Gadallah & Assery (2004a). 
 

Ampulex compressa (Fabricius, 1781) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (near 
Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Tanzania, Zanzibar), AU 
(Australia), AU-Oceanic (Hawaii), OR (Bangla-
desh, India, Indonesia, Philippines, Sri Lanka), PA 
(China, Saudi Arabia). 

 
Family Crabronidae 
Sources: Klug (1845), Gerstaecker (1867), Turner 
(1912), de Beaumont (1949, 1951, 1962), Shalaby 
(1961), Pulawski (1971, 1979, 1992, 1995, 2007), 
Empey (1975), Bohart & Menke (1976), Walker & 
Pittaway (1987), Leclerq (1986, 1993, 2009), Guich-
ard (1988b, 1989, 1991, 1994), Krombein & Pu-
lawski (1994), Ohl (1999), Gadallah & Assery 
(2004a, b), Antropov (2007, 2011), Roche (2007), 
Pulawski & Prentice (2008), Schmid-Egger (2004, 
2011), Nemkov (2012).    

 

Subfamily Astatinae 
 

*Astata boops (Schrank, 1781) (Fig. 1) 
Material examined: 1♀, Al Kharj, 26.xi.2008. 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New record for 
Saudi Arabia. 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Socotra, 
South Africa, Yemen), NEA (Chile), OR (India, 
Korea), PA (Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Aus-
tria, Belgium, Britain, Canary Island, China, Croa-
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tia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Es-
tonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hun-
gary, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Libya, Madeira, Malta, Mongo-
lia, Morocco, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Tur-
key, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, former 
Yugoslavia).  
 

Astata cleopatra Pulawski, 1959 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (120 Km 
eastern Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

*Dryudella nephertiti (Pulawski, 1959) (Fig. 2) 
Material Examined: 1♂, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), 28.xii.2007 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia. 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt). 
 

Subfamily Bembicinae 
 

Bembecinus asiaticus Gussakovskij, 1935 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Nemkov 2012). 

General Distribution: PA (Afghanistan, Iran, 
Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Uzbeki-
stan). 
 

Bembecinus asiaticus iranicus Schmid-Egger, 2004 
(Fig. 3) 
Material Examined: 1♀, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), v.2007 (Malaise trap). 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Schmid-
Egger 2004). 

General Distribution: PA (Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey). 
 

Bembecinus bytinskii de Beaumont, 1954 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh, Jeddah, 
Wadi Ilyah (Shmid-Egger 2004), Hadasham (120 
Km eastern Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004a, 
Schmid-Egger 2004). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

*Bembecinus meridionalis A. Costa, 1859 (Fig. 4) 
Material Examined: 3♀♀, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), 5-17.v.2007 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Peninsula  

General Distribution: PA (Croatia, Greece, Is-
rael, Italy, Syria, Turkey). 

 
 

Figure 1. Astata boops. 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Dryudella nephertiti. 
 

 
 

Figure 3.  Bembecinus asiaticus iranicus. 
 

 
 

Figure 4.  Bembecinus meridionalis. 
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Bembecinus proximus Handlirsch, 1892 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Schmid-
Egger 2004). 

General Distribution: OR (India, Sri Lanka), 
PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix arenaria Handlirsch, 1893 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Bahra 
(near Jeddah), Jeddah, Taif (Guichard 1989a, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Egypt, 
Iran, Israel, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, 
Turkey). 
 

Bembix buettikeri Guichard, 1989 
Distribtion in Saudi Arabia: Mibhil (Guichard 
1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

Bembix capensis Lepeletier, 1845 
Dsitribution in Saudi Arabia: Taif, Wadi Maraba 
(Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
South Africa, Yemen), PA (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain). 
 

Bembix chlorotica Spinola, 1839 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf, Riyadh, Wadi 
Rasid (Guichard 1989a, Gadallah 1997, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 
China, Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Tuni-
sia, Western Sahara). 
 

Bembix chopardi Berland, 1950 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: El Qunfuda, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Niger, Oman, UAE), 
PA (Egypt, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix clypealis Guichard, 1989 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, NW Ri-
yadh (Wadi Al Ammariyah) (Guichard 1989a, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Israel, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix fischeri Spinola, 1839 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Medain 
Salih (Shalaby 1961, Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Baluchistan, Egypt, 
Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix freygessneri Morice, 1897 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Very common and 
widely distributed (Guichard 1989a, Gadallah  
 

1997, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 
General Distribution: AF (Chad, Mauritania, 

Oman, Sudan, UAE, Yemen), PA (Algeria, Egypt, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix fuscipennis Guichard, 1989 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish Hot 
Springs (Guichard 1989a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Yemen, Zaire, Zimbabwe), 
PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix hauseri Schmid-Egger, 2011 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra (near Jeddah), 
Hedjas, Muzahimiya sands (Guichard 1989a mis-
takenly as dahlbomi, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 

Remarks: This species was mistakenly identi-
fied by Guichard (1989a) as dahlbomi.  
 

Bembix hofufensis Guichard, 1989 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Guichard 
1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

Bembix variegata Nurse, 1903 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hanakiya, Riyadh 
(Towki), Wadi Qanuna. 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), OR (India), 
PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix lusca Spinola, 1839 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Shalaby 
1961, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Kenya, 
South Africa, Sudan), PA (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia).  
 

Bembix nilotica Priesner, 1958 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Beisha (Jizan), Hofuf, 
Taif (Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix oculata Panzer, 1801 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Djibouti, 
Sudan, UAE), PA (Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, 
Austria, Bulgaria, Canary Islands, Central Europe, 
China, Croatia, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Mo-
rocco, Pakistan, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Syria, Tajiki-
stan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan,  
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Western Sahara). 
 

Bembix olivacea Fabricius, 1787 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hutet Beni Tamim 
(180 Km south of Riyadh), Jeddah (Guichard 
1989a, Gadallah 1997, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF ( Ethiopia, Madagas-
car, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen), PA (Algeria, Canary 
Islands, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Greece, 
Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy, Libya, Morocco, Por-
tugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, 
Spain, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
Western Sahara, former Yugoslavia).   
 

Bembix priesneri de Beaumont, 1966 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Guichard 
1989a, Gadallah 1997, Gadallah & Assery 2004a).  

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Qatar, UAE), 
PA (Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix rufiventris Priesner, 1958 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distributio: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Bembix saudi Guichard, 1989 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir (near Ri-
yadh) (Guichard 1989a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

* Harpactus formosus (Jurine, 1807) (Fig. 5) 
Material Examined: 1♀, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), 19.vii.2008. 
 

 
 

Figure 5. Harpactus formosus. 
 
 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia. 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Greece, Israel, 
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Poland, Por-
tugal, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Uz-
bekistan). 

Remarks: Guichard (1980) has recorded this  
species as Dienoplus formosus Jurine from Oman. 
However Schmid-Egger (2011) was very doubtful 
about this record and considered it most likely 
that it should be referred to H. laevis aegyptiacus 
Schulz 1904 
 

Stizoides amoenus (F. Smith, 1856) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Riyadh 
(Ohl 1999). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Oman, Su-
dan), PA (Saudi Arabia). 

Remarks: This species misidentified by Guich-
ard (1989b) as klugii. 
 

Stizoides assimilis Fabricius, 1787 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Riyadh (de 
Beaumont 1962 as S. poecilopterus Handlirsch, 
Guichard 1989b as S. poecilopterus, Ohl 1999). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Mauritania, 
Senegal, Sudan, UAE, Yemen), OR (India, Nepal, 
Pakistan), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgysztan, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan). 
 

Stizoides klugii (F. Smith, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Bridah, 
Ha’il, Ras Samira, Riyadh (Klug 1845 as Larra api-
calis Klug, de Beaumont 1962 as Larra klugi Smith, 
Roche 2007, Schmid-Egger 2011).  

General Distribution: AF (UAE, Yemen), PA 
(Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Saudi Arabia).  
 

Stizus bizonatus Spinola, 1839 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Hofuf 
(Guichard 1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Syria). 
 

Stizus combustus (F. Smith, 1856) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf, El Qunfuda, 
Riyadh (Guichard 1989b, Gadallah & Assery 
2004a, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Sudan, 
Yemen), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Libya, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia,Turkey).  
 

Stizus fuscatus Morice, 1897 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Medain Salih, Najd 
(Jebel Tuweiq), Riyadh (de Beaumont 1962, 
Guichard 1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt, 
Israel, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Stizus hyalipennis Handlirsch, 1892 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Guichard 
1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger  
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2011). 
General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 

Egypt, Israel, Libya, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, 
Western Sahara). 
 

Stizus lepidus (Klug, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Wadi Majar-
ish (Guichard 1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Niger, Sudan), PA 
(Egypt, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Stizus marnonis Handlirsch, 1892 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Central and South 
Saudi Arabia (Walker & Pittaway 1987, Gadallah 
& Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Sudan), PA 
(Kuwait, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Stizus marthae Handlirsch, 1892 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Guichard 
1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: FA (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Israel, Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Stizus nadigi Roth in Nadig, 1933 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir (near 
Riadh), Wadi Majarish (below Taif) (Guichard 
1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Mali, Qatar, 
Somalia, UAE), OR (India), PA (Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Stizus niloticus Handlirsch, 1892 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir (near Ri-
yadh), Riyadh (de Beaumont 1962, Guichard 
1989b, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Oman, UAE, 
Yemen), PA (Egypt, Iran, Israel, Libya, Saudi Ara-
bia).  
 

Stizus ruficornis (J. Forster, 1771) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir (near Ri-
yadh), Bahra (near Jeddah), Jizan, Wadi Majarish 
(below Taif) (Guichard 1989b, Gadallah & Assery 
2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Nigeria, Oman, Socotra, Somalia, UAE), 
PA (Algeria, Egypt, France, Iran, Italy, Greece, Ka-
zakhstan, Libya, Malta, Morocco, Portugal, Roma-
nia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Syria, Tajikistan, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbeki-
stan).    
 

Stizus savignyi Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Wadi El  
Ammariyah (Guichard 1989b, Gadallah & Assery  

2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 
General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Sudan, 

UAE), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Libya, 
Saudi Arabia).  
 

Stizus vespoides (Walker, 1871) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Bahra 
(near Jeddah), East Arabia, Jeddah (Shalaby 1961, 
Walker & Pittaway 1987, Guichard 1989b, Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Eritrea, Ni-
ger, Sudan, Yemen), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 
Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Stizus zonatus (Klug, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: No specific locality 
(Klug 1845 as Larra zonata). 

General Distribution: FA (Eritrea), PA (Egypt, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
Stizus sp.  
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (de Beau-
mont 1962). 
 

Subfamily Crabroninae   
 

Belomicrus dimorphus Guichard, 1991 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1991). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Belomicrus schulthessii Kohl, 1924 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Guichard 1991, Schmid-Egger 
2011).  

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Central 
Asia, Cyrenaica, Kazakhstan, Morocco, Saudi Ara-
bia,Tunisia, Turkmenistan). 
 

Crossocerus adhaesus (Kohl, 1915) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Leclerq 1993, 2009, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004a, Dollfus 2006). 

General Distribution: AF (Sudan, Yemen), PA 
(Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia, 
Tajikistan, Turkey).   
 

Dasyproctus arabs Kohl, 1894 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (120 Km 
eastern Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Djibouti, Oman, 
UAE), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Encopognathus liongoi Leclerq, 1986 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Leclerq 1986). 

General Distribution: AF (Central African Re-
public, Kenya, Senegal, Somalia, Zaire), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
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Gastrosericus electus Nurse, 1903 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham, Hofuf 
(Pulawski 1995, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), OR (India), 
PA (Central Asia, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Uz-
bekistan). 
 

Gastrosericus eremicus Pulawski, 1995 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Pulawski 
1995, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Dsitribution: AF (UAE), OR (Paki-
stan), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Gastrosericus moricei E. Saunders, 1910 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Asir (Wadi Lasaba), 
Hutet Beni Tamim (180 Km south of Riyadh), Jed-
dah, Jabal Lababa, Riyadh (Pulawski 1995, Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004b, present study). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Central Asia, Egypt, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan). 
 

Gastrosericus sanctus Pulawski, 1986 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Riyadh 
(Pulawski 1995, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Gastrosericus vedda Pulawski, 1986 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (Pu-
lawski 1995, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: OR (Sri Lanka), PA 
(Saudi Arabia). 
 

Gastrosericus waltlii Spinola, 1839 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, 
Ad’Diriyah, Jeddah, Hutet Beni Tamim (180Km 
south of Riyadh) (Pulawski 1995, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Oman, Su-
dan, UAE, Zimbabwe), OR (India, Sri Lanka), PA 
(Algeria, Central Asia, China, Cyprus, Egypt, Is-
rael, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Western Sahara). 
 

Guichardus dromedarius (Guichard, 1991) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Guichard 
1991 as Belomicrus dromedarius, Antropov 2007, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Holotachysphex holognathus Morice, 1897 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Pulawski 
1992). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), OR 
(India, Sri Lanka), PA (Egypt, Israel, Greece, Saudi  

Arabia). 
 

Larra anathema (Rossi, 1790) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Austria, 
Britain, Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Egypt, Italy, France, Germany, Hungary, Iran, 
Iraq, Macedonia, Morocco, Portugal, Romania, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Switzerland, Syria, 
Tajikistan, Tunisia, former Yugoslavia). 
 

Liris braueri Kohl, 1884 
Ditribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Bohart & Menke 1976, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), OR 
(Sri Lanka), PA (Central Asia, Egypt, Iran, Israel, 
Kazakhstan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia). 
 

*Liris festinans praetermissus (Richards, 1928) 
(Fig. 6) 
Material Examined: 1♂, 28.vi.2007, Hutet Beni 
Tamim (180 Km south of Riyadh). 
 

 
 

Figure 6. Liris festinans praetermissus. 
 
 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New to Saudi 
Arabia). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Afghanistan, Algeria, Bulgaria, France, Greece, Is-
rael, Italy, Kazakhstan, Malta, Portugal, Spain, 
Turkey). 
 

Liris haemorrhoidalis (Fabricius, 1804) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (120 Km 
east Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Cape Verde Islands, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Oman, Socotra, 
Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Zim-
babwe), OR (India), PA (Afghanistan, Canary Is-
lands, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, 
Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Spain, 
Western Sahara). 
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Miscophus ctenopus Kohl, 1883 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hutet Beni Tamim 
(Roche 2007, present study).  

General Distribution: AF (Egypt “Gebel Elba”, 
Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Western Sahara). 
 

Miscophus papyrus de Andrade, 1954 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: South Jeddah 
(Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Miscophus sp. (helveticus group) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Western Jeddah 
(Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 
 

Oxybelus arabicus Guichard, 1990 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah (near Ri-
yadh), Al Ha’ir (520m near Riyadh), Riyadh, Taif, 
Wadi Majarish (below Taif) (Guichard 1990, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE, 
Yemen), PA (Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Oxybelus aurantiacus Mocsáry, 1883 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Wadi Ma-
jarish (Guichard 1990, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Yemen), PA (Alge-
ria, Bulgaria, China, Czech Republic, Egypt, 
France, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italia, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, 
Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan, former Yugoslavia).  
 

Oxybelus collaris Kohl, 1884 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Dirab Agricultural 
Station (Guichard 1990, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Saudi Arabia).  
 

Oxybelus fischeri Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Kharj, Dirab Ag-
ricultural Station (Guichard 1990, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Yemen), PA (Alge-
ria, Canary Islands, Egypt, Israel, Italy, Libya, Mo-
rocco, Saudi Arabia, Spain). 
 

Oxybelus lamellatus Olivier, 1811 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Common in many 
sandy localities and various altitudes up to 1200 
m. 

General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Mauritania, Oman, Somalia, Sudan, UAE), OR 
(India, Sri Lanka), PA (Afghanistan, Algeria,  

China, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Ka-
zakhstan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Portugal, Rho-
des, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan). 
 

Oxybelus lanceolatus Gerstaecker, 1867 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Gerstaecker 1867, Guichard 1990, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

Oxybelus palmetorum Beaumont, 1950 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Locust Re-
search Station), Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1990, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Mauritania), PA 
(Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Oxybelus quatuordecimnotatus Jurine, 1807 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Guichard 
1990). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Yemen), PA 
(Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Austria, Belgium, 
China, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, 
Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Germany, 
Greece, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Libya, Morocco, The 
Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Ta-
jikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, former Yugoslavia). 
 

Oxybelus subspinosus Klug, 1833 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Guichard 
1990, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Armenia, 
Austria, Bulgaria, China, Czech Republic, Egypt, 
France, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Libya, Mongolia, Morocco, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Syria, Tunisia, Tur-
key, Uzbekistan). 
 

Oxybelus tinklyi Guichard, 1990 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, 
Ad’Diriyah (near Riyadh), Al Ha’ir (near Riyadh) 
(Guichard 1990, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Niger, Sene-
gal, UAE, Yemen), PA (Israel, Jordan, Saudi Ara-
bia, Syria). 
 

Palarus arabicus Pulawski in Pulawski & Pren-
tice, 2008 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Hawtah (near Ri-
yadh) (Pulawski & Prentice 2008).  

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara- 
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bia. 
 

Palarus bisignatus F. Morawitz, 1890 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Kharj (Guichard 
1988b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pulawski & 
Prentice 2008). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Kazakh-
stan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan). 

Remarks: This species was recorded as Palarus 
rochei Guichard from UAE (Guichard 1988b) and 
synonymized with Palarus bisignatus by Pulawski 
& Prentice (2008). 
 

Palarus comberi Turner, 1911 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Guichard 
1988b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pulawski & 
Prentice 2008). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), OR (India, 
Pakistan), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Palarus dongalensis Klug, 1845 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Kharj, Riyadh (de 
Beaumont 1949, 1962, Guichard 1988b, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004b, Pulawski & Prentice 2008, Schmid-
Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Sudan, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Palarus fulviventris Latreille, 1812 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Al Kharj, 
Beisha, Riyadh (de Beaumont 1962, Guichard 
1988b as P. spinolae, Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pu-
lawski & Prentice 2008). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmeni-
stan, Uzbekistan).   
 

Palarus funerarius (Turner, 1911) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah, Al Ha’ir, 
Dirab Agriculture Station, Riyadh (Guichard 
1988b as P. nursery, present study). 

General Distribution: OR (India, Pakistan), PA 
(China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan). 
 

Palarus histrio Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Al Kharj, 
Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1988b, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Sudan, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan).  
 

Palarus laetus Klug, 1845 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Common and wide-
spread in sandy areas (Guichard 1988b). 

 

General Distribution: AF (Djibouti, Oman, 
UAE), OR (India), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, 
Israel, Kuwait, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia). 
 

Palarus latifrons Kohl, 1884 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Malawi, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Palarus saundersi Morice, 1897 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Umm Lajj (Guichard 
1988b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt, Israel, Ku-
wait, Libya, Morocco, Russia, Saudi Arabia).   
 

Palarus sp. (variegatus group) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Huta (south of 
Riyadh) (Guichard 1988b, Gadallah & Assery 
2004b). 
 

Parapiagetia odontostoma (Kohl, 1884) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Gadallah & 
Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Yemen), PA 
(Egypt, Israel, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia).  
 

Pison sp. 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Gadallah & 
Assery 2004b). 
 

Prosopigastra major (F. Morawitz, 1890) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski 
1979). 

General Distribution: AF (Sudan), PA (Egypt, 
Israel, Morocco, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Tur-
key, Turkmenistan). 
 

Tachysphex aemulus Kohl, 1906 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Fayfa, Wadi Majar-
ish (below Taif) (Pulawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Oman, 
Yemen), PA (Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia) 
 

Tachysphex agnus Pulawski, 1971 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Israel, 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey). 
 

*Tachysphex argentatus Gussakovskij, 1952 (Fig.7) 
Material Examined: 1♂, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), 19.v.2007 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia.  

General Distribution: AF (Sudan), PA (Egypt, 
Israel, Kazakhstan, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey). 
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Tachysphex brevipennis Mercet, 1909 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski  
1971 as T. imperfectus de Beaumont, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004b as T. fulvicornis Turner, Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Ghana, 
South Africa, UAE, Zimbabwe), OR (India, Sri 
Lanka), PA (Algeria, Bulgaria, Central Asia, 
Egypt, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Spain, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Turkey, Ukraine).   
 

Tachysphex cheops Beaumont, 1940 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra (near Jeddah) 
(Pulawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Mauritania), PA 
(Egypt, Israel, Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachysphex consocius Kohl, 1892 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Fayfa (Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Namibia, 
Oman, Tanzania, Zimbabwe), OR (Sri Lanka), PA 
(Afghanistan, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Cy-
prus, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Greece, 
Hungary, Italy, Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Por-
tugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, 
Spain, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbeki-
stan).    
 

*Tachysphex deserticola Beaumont, 1940 (Fig. 8) 
Material Examined: 1♀, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), 10.vi.2010. 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia. 

General Distribution: AF (NW Sudan), PA 
(Egypt). 
 

*Tachysphex dignus Kohl in Kohl and Handlirsch, 
1889 (Fig.9) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the fauna of 
Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Peninsula. 

General Distribution: PA (Iran, Israel, Kazakh-
stan, Syria, Turkey, Turkmenistan). 
 

Tachysphex erythrophorus Dalla Torre, 1897 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra (near Jeddah), 
Hofuf (Pulawski 1971, 2007, Gadallah & Assery 
2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), OR (India, Sri 
Lanka), PA (Egypt, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachysphex erythropus (Spinola, 1839) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Riyadh, 
Wadi Nisah (Shaib Luha near Al Ha’ir) (Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Oman, 
Sudan, UAE), OR (India), PA (Algeria, Bulgaria, 
China, Caucasus, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Israel, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Portugal, Saudi Ara-
bia, Spain, Tajikistan, Transcaspia, Turkmenistan, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Western 
Sahara). 
 

Tachsphex fugax (Radoszkowski, 1877) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah, Fayfa, 
South Jeddah, Wadi Maraba (Pulawski 1971, 2007, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (Central African Re-
public, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Oman, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Yemen, Zimbabwe), PA (Algeria, Aus-
tria, Bulgaria, Canary Islands, Croatia, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, Malta, Morocco, Portugal, Romania, 
Russia, Seychelles Islands, Saudi Arabia, Spain, 
Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, 
Yugoslavia).  
 

Tachysphex geniculatus (Spinola, 1839) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Saudi Arabia, Syria). 
 

Tachsphex grandissimus Gussakovskij, 1933 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Riyadh, 
Wadi Nisah (Shaib Luha near Al Ha’ir) (Krombein 
& Pulawski 1994, Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pu-
lawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), OR (Sri 
Lanka), PA (Egypt, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Ku-
wait, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Ta-
jikistan, Turkmenistan).  
 

Tachysphex gujaraticus Nurse, 1909 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah, Riyadh 
(Pulawski 1971 as T. laniger, Bohart & Menke 1976, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pulawski 2007, Roche 
2007). 

General Distribution: OR (India, Sri Lanka), 
PA (Egypt, Israel, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Taji-
kistan). 
 

Tachysphex horus Beaumont, 1940 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Wadi Majarish (be-
low Taif) (Pulawski 2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Tachysphex inextricabilis Pulawski, 1971 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Wadi Majarish (be-
low Taif) (Pulawski 2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt, Israel, Saudi  
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Arabia). 
 

Tachysphex isis Beaumont, 1940 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir (Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt, Saudi Ara-
bia, Syria). 
 

Tachysphex julliani Kohl, 1883 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: South Jeddah 
(Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pulawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Iran, Israel, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Portugal, Saudi Ara-
bia, Spain, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey, 
Ukraine).   
 

Tachysphex mycerinus Beaumont, 1940 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Judhayem 
Island (40 Km south Al-Uquayr in Gulf of Sal-
wah), Najran, Wadi Majarish (Pulawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachysphex nitidissimus Beaumont, 1940 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah (Pu-
lawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Greece, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Mongo-
lia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey).  
 

Tachysphex palopterus (Dahlbom, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski 
2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Israel, Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachysphex panzeri (Vander Linden, 1829) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abyan, Mahail (Pu-
lawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Bahrain, Djibouti, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Oman, UAE, Yemen), OR (India, 
Sri Lanka), PA (Albania, Algeria, Austria, Bel-
gium, Bulgaria, Canary Islands, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Hungary, Iran, 
Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Malta, Latvia, 
Libya, Morocco, The Netherlands, Poland, Roma-
nia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Swit-
zerland, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, former Yugoslavia).   
 

*Tachysphex pentheri Cameron, 1905 (Fig.10) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New record for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Peninsula. 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, South Af-
rica). 
 

Tachysphex pulcher Pulawski, 1967 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Wadi Majarish (Pu- 

 
 

Figure 7. Tachysphex argentatus. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 8. Tachysphex deserticola. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 9. Tachysphex dignus. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 10. Tachysphex pentheri. 
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lawski 2007). 
General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Israel, 

Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Tur-
key, Turkmenistan).  
 

Tachysphex schmiedeknechti Kohl, 1883 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Khumra 
(south Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Pu-
lawski 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Mauritania, Oman, 
UAE, Yemen), OR (India, Sri Lanka), PA (Af-
ghanistan, Algeria, Egypt, Greece, Iran, Israel, Jor-
dan, Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan). 
 

Tachysphex tarsinus (Lepeletier, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski 
2007, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Austria, Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, 
Italy, Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Portugal, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Swit-
zerland, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan).  
 

Tachysphex sp. (near panzeri) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004b). 
 

Tachytes arabicus Guichard, 1994 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (near 
Jeddah) (Guichard 1994b, Gadallah & Assery 
2004b). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

Tachytes archaeophilus Pulawski, 1962 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Mazari Al Arda, 
Mahail (Guichard 1994b, Gadallah & Assery 
2004b, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachytes argenteus Gussakovskij, 1932 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ha’il (Guichard 
1994b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: PA (Greece, Iran, Ka-
zakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Turkmenistan)  
 

Tachytes argyreus (F. Smith, 1856) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, 
Ad’Diriyah, Jeddah (Guichard, 1994b; Gadallah & 
Assery, 2004b). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), OR (India), 
PA (Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Kazakh-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Tunisia).  
 

Tachytes cameronianus Morice, 1879 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Beisha  

(Guichard 1994b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt, 
Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachytes comberi Turner, 1917 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abha, Diba, Ha-
dasham (Guichard 1994b, Gadallah & Assery 
2004b, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Mauritania, Oman, 
UAE), OR (Pakistan), PA (Egypt, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Tachytes etruscus (Rossi, 1790) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1994b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Austria, 
Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, 
Hungary, Israel, Italy, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Syria, Turkey, Turkmeni-
stan, Ukraine, former Yugoslavia).   
 

Tachytes fidelis Pulawski, 1962 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Riyadh (de 
Beaumont 1962, Pulawski 1962, Guichard 1994b, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

Tachytes fuscatus Arnold, 1951 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, El Qunfuda 
(Guichard 1994b as T. serapis, Schmid-Egger 2011 
as T. serapis). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Mauritania), 
PA (Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachytes niloticus Turner, 1918 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1994b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Israel, Kazakhstan, Morocco, Saudi Ara-
bia, Tajikistan). 
 

Tachytes pygmaeus Kohl, 1888 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Mahail 
(Guichard 1994b, Gadallah & Assery 2004, 
Schmid-Egger 2011, present study). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Namibia, 
UAE), OR (India, Thailand), PA (Egypt, Morocco, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Tachytes saharicus Pulawski, 1962 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, El Qunfuda, 
Wadi Diga (Guichard 1994b; Gadallah & Assery 
2oo4b, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 
 



The digger wasps of Saudi Arabia 
 

357

Tachytes simillimus van Schulthess, 1926 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1994b, Gadallah & Assery 2004b). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Morocco, 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia). 
 

Tachytes xenoferus Rohwer, 1911 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004b as T. diversicornis). 

General Distribution: AF (Burkina-Faso, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Oman, UAE), OR 
(India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand), PA 
(Algeria, China, Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia). 

Remarks: This species was recorded for the 
first time in Saudi Arabia as T. diversicornis 
R.Turner (Gadallah & Assery 2004b). Syno-
mymized with T. xenoferus Rohwer by Pulawski 
(2006). 
 

Trypoxylon splendidum Antropov, 2011 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Mahail (Antropov 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt 
(Sinai Peninsula), Israel, Lebanon, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia). 

 

Subfamily Eremiaspheciinae 
 

Eremiasphecium arabicum Pulawski, 1992 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Pulawski 
1992, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Subfamily Pemphredoninae 
 

*Diodontus sp. near hyalipennis Kohl, 1892 
Material Examined: 1♀, Hutet Beni Tamim (180 
Km south of Riyadh), 5.v.2007.  

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia. 

Remarks: This species is quite close to hyali-
pennis Kohl, but differs from the later in having a 
significant spacer punctuation which is most dis-
tinct at the half height of frons, adjacent to orbits. 
 

Mimesa aegyptiaca Radoszkowski, 1876 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (near 
Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Yemen), PA 
(Egypt, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Subfamily Philanthinae 
 

Cerceris albicincta Klug, 1845 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Oman, Su-
dan, UAE), PA (Morocco, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, 
Western Sahara). 
 

Cerceris alboatra Walker, 1871 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Sudan, 
UAE), PA (Egypt, Israel, Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris albopectoris Empey, 1973 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra (near Jeddah) 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Yemen), PA 
(Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris amakosa Brauns, 1926 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Fayfa, 
Taif, Wadi Majarish (below Taif) (Guichard 1993, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Botswana, Ethiopia, 
Oman, South Africa, Zaire), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris chromatica Schletterer, 1887 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra, Hofuf 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Western Sa-
hara). 
 

Cerceris clytia Beaumont, 1959 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah (Guich-
ard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Egypt, Is-
rael, Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris constricta Guichard, 1993 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Wadi Majarish (be-
low Taif) (Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 
2004a). 

General Distribution: Endemic to Saudi Ara-
bia. 
 

Cerceris ephippium Turner, 1912 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: S. Othman (Turner 
1912). 

General Distribution: PA (Saudi Arabia), OR 
(India, Pakistan). 
 

Cerceris eryngii Marquet, 1875 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah (Guich-
ard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a) 

General Distribution: PA (Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, France, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Is-
rael, Italy, Kazakhstan, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbeki-
stan, former Yugoslavia).  
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Cerceris fischeri Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Fayfa, 
Hofuf, Riyadh, Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1993, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Djibouti, Ethiopia, 
Oman, Socotra), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Libya, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Western Sahara).  
 

Cerceris hathor Pulawski, 1983  
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Fayfa, Taif 
Aqaba, Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1993 as C. eugi-
nea Schletterer). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Israel, Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 

Remarks: This species was previously re-
corded from Saudi Arabia as C. euginea Schletterer 
(Guichard 1993), and corrected to C. hathor Pu-
lawski by Pulawski (1983)  
 

Cerceris hausa Arnold, 1931 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Nigeria, UAE), PA 
(Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris laterifurcata Empey, 1973 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Fayfa, Wadi Maraba, 
Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1993, Gadllah & Assery 
2004a)  

General Distribution: AF (Yemen), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Cerceris nugax (Arnold, 1931) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra (near Jeddah) 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali, Nigeria, UAE), 
PA(Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris priesneri Mochi, 1939 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Spain, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris pulchella Klug, 1848 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf (Guichard 
1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, present study). 

General Distribution: AF (Djibouti, Oman, 
Yemen), OR (India, Pakistan), PA (Algeria, Egypt, 
Israel, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tu-
nisia). 
 

Cerceris querula Kohl, 1906 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Taif Aqaba 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Yemen), PA 
 

(Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris rufocincta Gerstaeker, 1857 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Taif 
Aqaba, Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1993, Gadallah 
& Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Mozambique, UAE, 
Zimbabwe), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris sabulosa Panzer, 1799 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Taif 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Af-
ghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Armenia, Austria, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Egypt, England, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Mongolia, Morocco, The 
Netherland, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Tuni-
sia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, former 
Yugoslavia).  
 

Cerceris sokotrae Kohl, 1906 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Oman, Socotra), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris solitaria Dahlbom, 1845 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Wadi 
Qurayyat (Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 
2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Mauritania, 
Oman, South Africa, Sudan), PA (Algeria, Egypt, 
Israel, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia). 
 

Cerceris songhai Guichard, 1993 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Mali), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Cerceris spinipectus F. Smith 1856 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Fayfa, Jeddah, 
Medain Saleh, Riyadh (de Beaumont 1951, 1962, 
Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Mauritania), PA 
(Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Iraq, Is-
rael, Jordan, Libya, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan).  
 

Cerceris spinipectus spinolica Schletterer, 1887 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Empey 1973, Gadallah & Assery 
2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt, Israel, Libya,  
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Saudi Arabia, Turkey).  
 

Cerceris straminea Dufour, 1853 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir (Guichard 
1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE, 
Yemen), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Kazakhstan, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, Western Sa-
hara).  
 

Cerceris tricolorata Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish hot 
springs, Bahra, Fayfa, Riyadh, Wadi Majarish 
(Klug 1845 as C. vidua, Walker & Pittaway 1987, 
Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Roche 
2007, present study). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Oman, Soma-
lia, UAE, Yemen), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Israel, 
Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Western Sa-
hara).  
 

Cerceris vagula Kohl, 1906 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Wadi Majarish 
(Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE, 
Yemen), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris vittata Kohl, 1898 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Bahra, El Kharj, Ho-
fuf (Guichard 1993, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Cerceris zebra (female) Guichard, 1993 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Ha’ir, Fayfa, Taif 
Aqaba, Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1993, Gadallah 
& Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Philanthinus theodori Bytinski-Salz, 1959 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Guichard 
1994a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Israel, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Philanthus coarctatus Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hofuf, Jeddah, Ri-
yadh (Guichard 1994a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, 
Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Ethiopia, 
Mauritania, Oman, Sudan, UAE), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Western Sahara).  
 

Philanthus pallidus Klug, 1845 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Hofuf, 
Jeddah, Jizan (Beisha) (Guichard 1994a, Gadallah 
& Assery 2004a).  

General Distribution: AF (Eretria, Ethiopia,  
Mauritania, Oman, UAE), PA (Egypt, Israel, Mo-
rocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Philanthus triangulum (Fabricius, 1775) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abha, Taif (Guichard 
1994a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Congo, Madagascar, 
Somalia, Sudan), PA (Afghanistan, Albania, Alge-
ria, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Re-
public, Denmark, Egypt, England, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iraq, Italy, Jordan, 
Latvia, Libya, The Netherland, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, Uzbekistan).  
 

Philanthus variegatus Spinola, 1838 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Al Ha’ir, 
Fayfa, Hofuf, Wadi Majarish (Guichard 1994a, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, Sudan, 
UAE), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Kuwait, Libya, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajiki-
stan, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan).  
 
Family Sphecidae 
Sources: Kohl (1901), Shalaby (1961), van der 
Vecht (1961), de Beaumont (1962), Walker & Pit-
taway (1987), Guichard (1988a), Hensen (1988), 
Schmid-Egger (2011), Danilov (2012). 
 

Subfamily Ammophilinae  
 

Ammophila dolichodera Kohl, 1884 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Bahra, 
Wadi Majarish (below Taif) (Guichard 1988a, 
Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Namibia, South Af-
rica, Tanzania, UAE), PA (Iran, Saudi Arabia) 
 

Ammophila erminea Kohl, 1901 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Hai’r, Jeddah 
(Guichard 1988a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Sudan, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Ara-
bia, Tunisia). 
 

Ammophila gracillima Taschenberg, 1869 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Common in sandy 
localities at low altitudes (Guichard 1988a). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, Maurita-
nia, Niger, Oman, Sudan, UAE), PA (Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Central Asia, China, Egypt, Iran, Israel, 
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Tajikistan, Transcaspia, Turkey, Uzbeki-
stan). 
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Ammophila guichardi de Beaumont, 1956 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Lodar (Guichard 
1988a). 

General Distribution: PA (Egypt, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Ammophila haimatosoma Kohl, 1884 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Al Lith, 
El Qunfuda, Fayfa (60 Km north of Jizan), Jeddah 
(Guichard 1988a). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Libya, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Ammophila insignis egregia Mocsáry, 1881 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ad’Diriyah, Riyadh 
(Guichard 1988a). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Oman, South 
Africa, UAE, Zaire), PA (Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Ammophila poecilocnemis Morice, 1900 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, 
Ad’Diriyah (Guichard 1988a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, 
Western Sahara). 
 

Ammophila producticollis Morice, 1900 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ha’il district (Guich-
ard 1988a). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Niger), PA 
(Algeria, Central Asia, Egypt, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Ammophila punti Guichard, 1980 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Fayfa (Guichard 
1988a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), PA (Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Ammophila rubripes Spinola, 1839 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Common and widely 
distributed at lower altitudes, Hadasham (Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Oman, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, UAE), 
PA (Egypt, Israel, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Syria). 
 

Eremochares dives (Brullé, 1832) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman), OR (India), 
PA (Afghanistan, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Central 
Asia, China, Egypt, Greece, Israel, Iran, Iraq, Ka-
zakhstan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan). 
 
 
 

Parapsammophila algira Kohl, 1901 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Afghani-
stan, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Morocco, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria). 
 

Parapsammophila dolichostoma (Kohl, 1901) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Madain Saleh, Ri-
yadh (Kohl 1901, Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia). 
 

Parapsammophila lateritia Taschenberg, 1869 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: El Qunfuda, Jeddah, 
Riyadh, Wadi Fatima (near Jeddah) (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Sudan), PA (Algeria, 
Egypt, Iran, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia). 
 

Parapsammophila turanica F. Morawitz, 1890 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh, Summan 
Plateau (de Beaumont, 1962 as Ammophila lutea; 
Walker & Pittaway 1987, Guichard 1988a, Gadal-
lah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Algeria, Central Asia, Egypt, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan). 
 

Podalonia affinis (Kirby, 1798) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Asir, Jebel al Hamri-
yah, Taif (Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & Assery 
2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Central Europe, China, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Greece, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, 
Latvia, Libya, Macedonia, Morocco, The Nether-
lands, North Africa, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Tajikistan, Turkestan, Turkey, Ukraine, Uz-
bekistan). 
 

Podalonia minax Kohl, 1901 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Al Khomra (South 
Jeddah) (Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Canary Is-
lands, Egypt, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Ara-
bia, Tunisia, Western Sahara). 
 

Podalonia tydei (Le Guillou, 1841) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Hofuf, 
Jeddah, Riyadh, Taif (Shalaby 1961 as Ammophila 
tydei, Walker & Pittaway 1987, Guichard 1988a,  
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Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011).  
General Distribution: AF (Eritrea, Ethiopia, 

Kenya, Niger, Rwanda, Socotra, Somalia, South 
Africa, Tanzania, UAE, Zimbabwe), AU (Austra-
lia), OR (India), PA (Afghanistan, Austria, Bul-
garia, Canary Islands, China, Cyprus, France, 
Greece, Hungary, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Madeira, Malta, Moldova, 
North Africa, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan). 
 

Subfamily Chloriontinae 
 

Chlorion funereum Gribodo, 1879 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Jeddah 
(Guichard 1988a, Roche 2007, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, UAE, 
Yemen), PA (Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Chlorion hirtum (Kohl, 1885) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Shalaby 
1961 as Sphex hirtus, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Djibouti, Eritrea, 
Oman, UAE), PA (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia). 
 

Chlorion regale F. Smith, 1873 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality in the Arabian Peninsula, so its 
presence in Saudi Arabia is questionable (Guich-
ard 1988a). 

General Distribution: AF (Somalia), OR (India, 
Pakistan), PA (Afghanistan, Iran, Kuwait, ?Saudi 
Arabia, Turkmenistan) 
 

Chlorion semenowi occidentale (de Beaumont, 
1962) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Dabtiyah, Tabuk 
(Guichard 1988a, Roche 2007, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), PA 
(Egypt, Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Chlorion splendidum Fabricius, 1804 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jizan (Shalaby 1961 
as Sphex splendidus). 

General Distribution: AF (Madagascar), OR 
(Burma, India, Philippines), PA (Hungary, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan). 
 

Subfamily Sceliphrinae  
 

Chalybion flebile (Lepeletier, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Riyadh (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (UAE), PA (Algeria, 
Cyprus, Egypt, France, Iran, Greece, Iran, Italy, 

Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain, Tunisia, Turkey). 
 

Chalybion  heinii (Kohl, 1906) 
Dsitribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Amjara, 
Jeddah (Hensen 1988, Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & 
Assery 2004a, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Chad, Djibouti, Eri-
trea, Somalia, Yemen), PA (Egypt, Saudi Arabia).  
 

*Sceliphron madraspatanum (Fabricius, 1781)  
(Fig. 11) 
Material Examined: 1♀, Ad’Diriyah. 

 

 
 

Figure 11.  Sceliphron madraspatanum. 
 
 

Distribution in Saudi Arabia: New for the 
fauna of Saudi Arabia. 

General Distribution: AF (Zaire), OR (Bengla-
desh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Taiwan, Thailand), PA (Afghanistan, Central Asia, 
China, Greece, Japan, Kazakhstan, Syria, Turkey, 
Uzbekistan). 
 

Sceliphron spirifex (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Widely distributed 
in Saudi Arabia (Guichard 1988a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Cameroon, 
Cape Verde Islands, Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Ga-
bon, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mauritania, Mo-
zambique, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanza-
nia, UAE, Yemen, Zaire), PA (Albania, Algeria, 
Bulgaria, Canary Islands, Egypt, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Mo-
rocco, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Syria, Switzerland, Ukraine). 
 

Subfamily Sphecinae    
 

Isodontia pelopoeiformis (Dahlbom, 1845) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jizan (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Cameroon, 
Congo, Kenya, Malawi, South Africa, Sudan, Tan- 
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zania, Zaire), PA (Saudi Arabia). 
 

Prionyx crudelis (F. Smith, 1856) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Eastern Arabia, Ri-
yadh (de Beaumont 1962 as Sphex crudelis, Walker 
& Pittaway 1987, Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004a, Roche 2007, Scmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Burkina-Faso, Ethio-
pia, Kenya, Lado, Madagascar, Mauritania, Mauri-
tius, Oman, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, UAE, 
Yemen, Zaire), OR (India), PA (Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Egypt, Germany, Greece, Iraq, Iran, Israel, Ka-
zakhstan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Sychelles, Tajiki-
stan, Turkey, Turkmenistan). 
 

Prionyx kirbii marginatus (F. Smith, 1856) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Maha’il 
(Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Burundi, 
Ethiopia, Gambia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, South Af-
rica, Senegal, Tanzania, Zaire, Zimbabwe), PA 
(Malta, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Prionyx macula (Fabricius, 1804) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Recorded with no 
specific locality (Fabricius 1804 as Pepsis macula), 
Ha’il (Ras Saminal), Nejd (Jebel Tuweik), Riyadh 
(van der Vecht 1961, de Beaumont 1962, Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: AF (Kenya), PA (Af-
ghanistan, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kazakhstan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan). 
 

Prionyx niveatus (Dufour, 1863) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Widely distributed 
in Saudi Arabia (Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004a, Roche 2007, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Djibouti, Malawi, 
Mauritania, Niger, Oman, South Africa, Sudan, 
UAE, Yemen), PA (Afghanistan, Algeria, Egypt, 
Iran, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Libya, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Tajiki-
stan, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Western Sahara). 
 

Prionyx senilis (Morice, 1911) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ha’il, Riyadh (de 
Beaumont 1962, Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004a, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Egypt, 
Libya, Jordan, Saudi Arabia). 
 

Prionyx stschurowski hyalipennis (Kohl, 1895) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Ras Saminal (Guich-
ard 1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Roche 2007). 

General Distribution: PA (Algeria, Egypt, Is- 

rael, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, West-
ern Sahara). 
 

Prionyx subfuscatus Dahlbom, 1845 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Ethiopia, UAE), OR 
(India), PA (Albania, Algeria, China, Croatia, Cy-
prus, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Kazakhstan, Korea, Libya, Malta, 
Morocco, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain, Transcaspia, Tur-
key, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan). 
 

Prionyx trichargyrus (Spinola, 1839) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish, Nejd 
(Ha’il district), South Arabia (Lodar, 800m). 
(Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Roche 
2007, Schmid-Egger 2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE, 
Yemen), PA (Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Tunisia). 
 

Prionyx viduatus viduatus (Christ, 1791) 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Widely distributed 
in Saudi Arabia (Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & As-
sery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 2011, Danilov 2012). 

General Distribution: AF (Cameroon, Ethiopia, 
Gabon, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Somalia, Tan-
zania, UAE, Yemen, Zaire), OR (India, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Taiwan, Vietnam), PA (Afghanistan, Al-
geria, Canary Islands, China, Cyprus, Egypt, 
France, Greece, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Malta, Morocco, Portugal, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Tajikistan, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, 
Western Sahara). 
 

Sphex fumicatus Christ, 1791 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Hadasham (120 Km 
eastern Jeddah) (Shalaby 1961 as Sphex umbrosus, 
Guichard 1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a). 

General Distribution: AF (Angola, Central Af-
rican Republic, Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Oman, Socotra, South Africa, Su-
dan, Tanzania, UAE, Zaire, Zanzibar), NEA (Ar-
gentina), OR (India), PA (Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey). 
 

Sphex pruinosus Germar, 1817 
Distribution in Saudi Arabia: Abu Arish (Guichard 
1988a, Gadallah & Assery 2004a, Schmid-Egger 
2011). 

General Distribution: AF (Oman, UAE), OR 
(India, Pakistan), PA (Afghanistan, Albania, Bul-
garia, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Hungary,  



The digger wasps of Saudi Arabia 
 

363

Iran, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Libya, Malta, Por-
tugal, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Western Sa-
hara). 
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