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Introduction

| have endeavored to keep typos, errors etc in this list to a minimum, however when you find more |
would be grateful if you could mail the details during 2011 to: josephobbs@gmail.com.

Grateful thanks to Dick Coombes and Tom Shevlin (www.wildlifesnaps.com) for the cover images.
Joe Hobbs

Index
The general order of species follows the International Ornithological Congress’ World Bird List.

Version
Version 2.2 (1 August 2011).

Cover

Main Image: Grasshopper Warbler. Claremorris, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 2 June 2006. Richard H.
Coombes.

Vignette: Grasshopper Warbler. Great Saltee Island, Co. Wexford, Ireland. Tom Shevlin.
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Spotted Bush Warbler

Locustella thoracica [Blyth 1845, Nepal].

[L.t. thoracica] Nepal, Bhutan & NE India E to N Myanmar and SE Xizang & Yunnan E to NC Sichuan,
Guizhou & Dayao Shan region of Guangxi (W & S China). Winters W Nepal E to Arunachal Pradesh
(NE India) in the Himalayan foothills.

[L.t. przevalskii] E Tibetan plateau from N Qinghai E to SW Gansu & S Shaanxi (C China).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus thoracica.

Other names: Grey-breasted Bush Warbler, Spotted Scrub Warbler.

Alstrém, P. et al 2008. Species delimitation based on multiple criteria: the Spotted Bush Warbler
Bradypterus thoracica complex (Aves: Megaluridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 154:
291-307.

Holmes, J.R.S. 1968. New wintering locality of the Spotted Bush Warbler Bradypterus thoracicus
(Blyth). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 65(3): 779-780.

Round, P.D. & Loskot, V. 1995. A reappraisal of the taxonomy of the Spotted Bush-Warbler
Bradypterus thoracicus. Forktail 10: 159-172.

West Himalayan Bush Warbler

Locustella kashmirensis [Sushkin 1925].

Himachal Pradesh & Uttaranchal Pradesh (W Himalayas of NW India) and possibly Kashmir (NW
India).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as a race of Spotted Bush Warbler.

Alstrém, P. et al 2008. Species delimitation based on multiple criteria: the Spotted Bush Warbler
Bradypterus thoracica complex (Aves: Megaluridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 154
291-307.

David’s Bush Warbler

Locustella davidi [La Touche 1923, Chinwangtao, Ne Hebei, China].

[L.d. davidi] SE Transbaikalia E to W Amurland (SE Russia) and NE China S to N Hubei (C China).
Winters SE Asia.

[L.d. suschkini] Altai E to SW Transbaikalia (SC Siberia). Winters SE Asia.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus davidi.

Other names: Siberian Bush Warbler, Baikal Bush Warbler.

Fr. Jean Pierre Armand David (1826-1900), French Lazarist priest who travelled to China as a
missonary.

Alstrém, P. et al 2008. Species delimitation based on multiple criteria: the Spotted Bush Warbler
Bradypterus thoracica complex (Aves: Megaluridae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 154
291-307.

Round, P.D. & Loskot, V. 1995. A reappraisal of the taxonomy of the Spotted Bush-Warbler
Bradypterus thoracicus. Forktail 10: 159-172.

Long-billed Bush Warbler

Locustella major [W.E. Brooks 1872, Kashmir].

[L.m. major] Khagan Valley & Gilgit (NW Himalayas of N Pakistan) and NE Kashmir, Ladakh & Zaskar
(NW Himalayas of NW India).

[L.m. innae] Kunlun Mts & W Altun Shan (W & S Xinjiang, W China).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus major.

Other name: Large-billed Bush Warbler.



Chinese Bush Warbler

Locustella tacsanowskius [Swinhoe 1871, Transbaikalia, E Russia].

Krasnoyarsk Krai (C Siberia) E thru Transbaikalia to Khabarovsk region (extreme E Russia) and
adjacent N Mongolia S to E Qinghai, SW Gansu, Sichuan & Guangxi (NE, C & S China). Winters S &
SE Asia.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus tacsanowskius.

Brown Bush Warbler

Locustella luteoventris [Hodgson 1845, Nepal].

Darjeeling (West Bengal, NE India) E to Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland (extreme NE India), Bhutan, W
& N Myanmar, S & SE China, N Vietnam and probably NE Bangladesh.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus luteoventris.

Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus
montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363.

Kennerly, P.R. & Leader, P.J. 1992. Russet Bush Warbler and Brown Bush Warbler: two species
new to Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 1992 pp. 114-130.

Taiwan Bush Warbler

Locustella alishanensis [Rasmussen et al 2000, Ta-Kuan, Hua-Lian Hsien, Taiwan].
Mountains of C & NE Taiwan.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus alishanensis.

Rasmussen, P.C. et al 2000. A New Bush-Warbler (Sylviidae, Bradypterus) from Taiwan. The Auk
117(2): 279-289.

van Rootselaar, O. 2002. New birds for the World: species described during 1999 - 2002. Birding
World 15(10): 428-431.

Russet Bush Warbler

Locustella mandelli [W.E. Brooks 1875, Sikkim, N India].

[L.m. mandelli] Sikkim, Darjeeling & Assam (NE India) E to Bhutan, W & N Myanmar, S & C China N
to Sichuan, N Thailand, N Laos & N Vietnam.

[L.m. idoneus] Langbian Plateau (Annam, SC Vietnam).

[L.m. melanorhynchus] Hubei S to Fujian (E China). Winters S to SE China.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus mandelli.

Louis Mandelli (1833-1880), Italian tea planter and ornithologist who is said to have fought with
General Giuseppe Garibaldi and later settled in Assam, India.

Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus
montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363.

Dickinson, E.C. 1998. Reinstatement of Bradypterus seebohmi to the Indian avifauna, and
revalidation of an earlier name. Ostrich 69(3-4): 399.

Dickinson, E.C. et al 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler
Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische verhandelingen uitgegeven door het
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie te Leiden 331: 11-64.

Kennerly, P.R. & Leader, P.J. 1992. Russet Bush Warbler and Brown Bush Warbler: two species
new to Hong Kong. Hong Kong Bird Report 1992 pp. 114-130.

Robson, C. 1996. Russet Bush-Warbler, Bradypterus seebohmi: a new species for Bhutan and the
Indian subcontinent. Forktail 11: 161.

Round, P.D. 1992. The identification and status of the Russet Bush-Warbler in China and continental
south-east Asia. Hong Kong Bird Report 1991 pp. 188-194.

Rozendaal, F.G. 1989. Taxonomic affinities of Bradypterus montis. Dutch Birding 11(4): 164-167.

Benguet Bush Warbler

Locustella seebohmi [Ogilvie-Grant 1895, Lepanto, N Luzon, Philippines].
Mountains in Lepanto (N Luzon, Philippines).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus seebohmi.

Known from a single specimen only until the 1990s.



Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus
montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363.

Dickinson, E.C. et al 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler
Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische verhandelingen uitgegeven door het
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie te Leiden 331: 11-64.

Javan Bush Warbler

Locustella montis [E.J.O. Hartert 1896, Mount Arjuno between 9000-10,000 feet, E Java].
Mt Lawu E to Bromo (Mountains of E & C Java) & Bali.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus montis.

Other name: Java Scrub Warbler.

Delacour, J. 1952 . The specific grouping of the bush warblers Bradypterus luteoventris, Bradypterus
montis and Bradypterus seebohmi. Ibis 94(2): 362-363.

Dickinson, E.C. et al 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler
Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische verhandelingen uitgegeven door het
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie te Leiden 331: 11-64.

Kennerley, P.R. 1989. A record of a Bradypterus warbler probably breeding in Bali. Kukila 4: 155-
157.

Rozendaal, F.G. 1989. Taxonomic affinities of Bradypterus montis. Dutch Birding 11(4): 164-167.

Timor Bush Warbler

Locustella timorensis [Mayr 1944, Mount Mutis, 1800 m, W Timor].

Mount Mutis (W Timor, Indonesia) and Alor (E Lesser Sunda Islands, Indonesia).
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus timorensis.

Dickinson, E.C. et al 2000. Systematic notes on Asian birds. 1. A review of the russet bush-warbler
Bradypterus seebohmi (Ogilvie-Grant, 1895). Zoologische verhandelingen uitgegeven door het
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie te Leiden 331: 11-64.

Long-tailed Bush Warbler

Locustella caudatus [Ogilvie-Grant 1895, Lepanto Mountains, N Luzon, Philippines].
[L.c. caudatus] N Luzon (Philippines).

[L.c. unicolor] Mindanao except Zamboanga peninsula (S Philippines).

[L.c. malindangensis] N Zamboanga peninsula (W Mindanao, S Philippines).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus caudatus.

Other name: Long-tailed Ground Warbler.

Friendly Bush Warbler

Locustella accentor [Sharpe 1888, Mount Kinabalu, N Borneo].

Mt Kinabalu and adjoining peaks of Mt Trus Madi & Tam Boyukan (Sabah, N Borneo, Malaysian
Federation).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus accentor.

Other name: Kinabalu Bush Warbler.

Harrap, S. 1994. Little-known Oriental bird: Kinabalu Friendly Warbler Bradypterus accentor. Oriental
Bird Club Bulletin 20: 24-27.

Chestnut-backed Bush Warbler

Locustella castaneus [Bittikofer 1893, Minahassa, N Sulawesi].
[L.c. castaneus] Sulawesi (Sunda Islands, Indonesia).

[L.c. disturbans] Buru (S Moluccas Islands, Indonesia).

[L.c. musculus] Seram (Moluccas Islands, Indonesia).

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Bradypterus castaneus.

Lanceolated Warbler

Locustella lanceolata [Temminck 1840, Mainz, Germany, error = Russia].

[L.I. lanceolata] S Finland & Karelia (Finland-Russia border region) and Perm Krai & W Urals (extreme
E European Russia) E to lower R Kolyma, S Kamchatka & Sea of Okhotsk and S to Altai, Amurland &



Ussuriland, extreme N Mongolia & Manchuria (NE China). Winters NE Indian subcontinent, SE Asia &
N Philippines S to Sumatra & W Java.
[L.I. hendersonii] Sakhalin, S Kuril Islands and Hokkaido & Honshu (Japan). Winters SE Asia.

Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. ID Notebook (Primary projection of Lanceolated Warblers).
Birdwatch 29: 39-40.

Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. Masterguide (Tests of patience). Birdwatch 27: 40-43.

Burton, J.F. & Johnson, E.D.H. 1984. Insect, amphibian or bird? British Birds 77(3): 87-104.
Caton-Haigh, G.H. 1985. Seventy-five years ago (The Lanceolated Warbler (Locustella lanceolata) in
Lincolnshire). British Birds 78(4): 200.

Davis, P. 1961. Lanceolated Warblers at Fair Isle and the problem of identification. British Birds 54:
142-145.

Galsworthy, A.C. 1991. Separation of first-winter Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler from Lanceolated
Warbler. Hong Kong Bird Report 1990 pp. 155-164.

Gilroy, J.J. & Lees, A.C. 2003. Vagrancy theories: are autumn vagrants really reverse migrants?
British Birds 96(9): 427-438.

Harrap, A.H.J. 2007. Eastern promise: the arrival of far-eastern passerine vagrants in autumn. British
Birds 100(2): 105-111.

Hickey, C.M. et al 1996. First record of a Lanceolated Warbler in California. Western Birds 27: 197-
201.

Kennerley, P. & Pearson, D. 2010. Identification (Streaked Locustellas). Birdwatch 222: 31-34.
Lekagul, B. et al 1985. Birdwatching in Thailand. British Birds 78(1): 2-39 (25-28).

Lindblom, K. 2008. Booted Warbler and Lanceolated Warbler in Finland. Alula 14(2): 84-90.

Madge, S. 1999. Identification (Streaks ahead). Birdwatch 80: 32-35.

Millington, R. 1998. Locustella warblers in autumn 1998. Birding World 11(10): 387-389.

Millington, R. 2001. Eastern vagrants: a photo-gallery. Birding World 14(8): 333-342.

Moon, A.V. 1995. From the Rarities Committee's files: Lanceolated Warbler in Shetland. British Birds
88(9): 435-438.

Riddiford, N. & Harvey, P.V. 1992. Identification of Lanceolated Warbler. British Birds 85(2): 62-78.
Riddington, R. & Reid, J. 1997. Classic Fair Isle: September 1997. Birding World 10(10): 387-389.
Riley, D. et al 1993. The Lanceolated Warbler in Norfolk. Birding World 6(10): 396-397.

Robertson, I. 1989. Mystery photographs (Lanceolated Warbler). British Birds 82(7): 319-321.
Schols, R. 2005. More birds from northeast China. Birding World 18(9): 385-394 (389).

Tjernberg, M. 1991. Differences in singing behaviour between Lanceolated and Grasshopper
Warblers. Dutch Birding 13(1): 11.
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voorkomen in Europa [Five Lanceolated Warblers in Belgium in 1988-2000 and Occurrence in
Europe]. Dutch Birding 25(4): 221-234.

Votier, S.C. 1995. From the Rarities Committee's files: Lanceolated Warbler in Norfolk, Lanceolated
Warbler in Shetland. British Birds 88(9): 430-435.

Grasshopper Warbler

Locustella naevia [Boddaert 1783, Bologna, Italy].

[L.n. naevia] S Scandinavia & S Finland S to Britain, Ireland, NW Iberia, the Alps & R Danube area E
to W European Russia & Ukraine. Winters W Africa.

[L.n. straminea] C & S parts of E European Russia E to SW Siberia, C & E Kazakhstan & Tien Shan
(NW China). Winters mostly S Asia with some to Ethiopia.

[L.n. obscurior] Caucasus & E Turkey. Winters possibly in NE Africa & Iran.

[L.n. mongolica] Zayzan Depression (E Kazakhstan) E to Sayan Mts (S Russia) & W Mongolia.
Winters possibly in S Asia.

Other name: Seebohm's Grasshopper Warbler (straminea).

Henry Seebohm (1832-1895), British businessman, amateur ornithologist, oologist and traveller.

Al-Saghier, O. & Porter, R.F. 1997. The first Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia in Yemen.
Sandgrouse 19(2): 150-151.
Banwell, A. 1985. Notes (Grasshopper Warbler mistaken for Savi's Warbler). British Birds 78(4): 197.



Bayly, N.J. & Rumsey, S.J.R. 2007. Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia autumn migration -
findings from a study in southeast England. Ringing & Migration 23: 147-155.

Boswall, J. 1985. Letters (Song of Grasshopper Warbler). British Birds 78(4): 198.

Bradshaw, C. & Steele, J. 1994. Masterguide (Tests of patience). Birdwatch 27: 40-43.

Burton, J.F. & Johnson, E.D.H. 1984. Insect, amphibian or bird? British Birds 77(3): 87-104.
Callion, J. et al 1990. Notes (Grasshopper Warblers raising two and three broods in Cumbria). British
Birds 83(11): 506-508.

Catley, G.P. 1986. Notes (Grasshopper Warbler behaviour when singing). British Birds 79(12): 659.
Collyer, A.A. et al 1984. Notes (Similarity between songs of two Locustella warblers and stridulation
of Roesel's bush-cricket). British Birds 77(3): 112-115.

Dean, T. 1993. Behaviour notes (Grasshopper Warbler reeling in response to electric drill). British
Birds 86(1): 20.

Eaton, M.A. et al 2009. Birds of Conservation Concern 3, The population status of birds in the United
Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man. British Birds 102(6): 296-341.
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Grahn, J.F. 2004. Notes (River Warblers with songs similar to that of Grasshopper Warbler). British
Birds 97(4): 196.

Grantham, M. 2004. Ringing in July. Birding World 17(6): 259-260.

Harvey, P.V. & Small, B.J. 2007. From the Rarities Committee's files: Eastern Grasshopper Warbler
- are there any confirmed British records? British Birds 100(11): 658-664.

Hodgson, C.J. 1984. Letters (Sounds of Grasshopper Warbler and wood-crickets). British Birds
77(7): 328.
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Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler

Locustella certhiola [Pallas 1811, mountainous region between Onon and Borzya in E
Transbaikalia].

[P.c. certhiola] Transbaikalia E to Sea of Okhotsk (SE Siberia) & NE China. Winters. SE Asia.

[P.c. sparsimstriata] Tomsk & Novosibirsk (S Siberia) E to L Baikal and S to N Altai Mts & N Mongolia.
Winters probably in S & SE Asia.

[P.c. centralasiae] E Kazakhstan, NE Kyrgyzstan and Russian & Gobian Altai S to N China. Winters
probably India E to Myanmar.

[P.c. rubescens] R Irtysh E to Kolyma basin & Sea of Okhotsk (Siberia). Winters S & SE Asia.
Other names: Grey-naped Warbler, Rusty-rumped Warbler.

Peter Simon Pallas (1741-1811), German zoologist & naturalist.

1st WP Record: [juvenile] 13 August 1856. Helgoland, Pinneberg, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany
(Mitchell & Young 1997).
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Styan’s Grasshopper Warbler

Locustella pleskei [Taczanowski 1890, Tchimulpa (= Inch’on), South Koreal].

Several small islands (less than 1km long) in Peter the Great Bay (S Ussuriland, extreme SE Russia),
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Other name: Pleske's Warbler, Taczanowski's Grasshopper Warbler.
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Savi’'s Warbler

Locustella luscinioides [Savi 1824, Pisa, Italy].

[L.I. lusciniodes] S Baltic S & E to C Urals, Crimea & Balkans and N Morocco E to N Tunisia. Winters
Senegal E to L Chad and S to N Ghana.
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Turkmenistan, NE Iran & NW Afghanistan. Winters NE Africa.
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Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler

Locustella fasciolata [G.R. Gray 1861, Bacan, by Halmahera, Moluccas].

E of upper R Ob’ E to Amurland & Ussuriland (SE Russia) & NE China. Winters Philippines, Sulawesi,
Moluccas & W New Guinea.

Other names: Large Warbler, Large Grasshopper Warbler.

Brothers George Robert Gray (1808-1872) and / or John Edward Gray (1800-1875), British
ornithologists.

1st WP Record: [1st w. Q] 26 September 1913. Creac'h Lighthouse, lle d'Ouessant, Finistere, France.
Killed striking the lighthouse (Kennerley & Prys-Jones 2006).
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Sakhalin Warbler

Locustella amnicola [Stepanyan 1972].

Sakhalin Island, S Kuril Islands & Hokkaido (Japan). Winters not fully established, possibly
Philippines, Sulawesi, Moluccas & W New Guinea.

Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as a race of Gray's Grasshopper Warbler.

Other name: Stepanyan’s Grasshopper Warbler.

Leo Surenovich Stepanyan (1931-2002), Armenian ornithologist.

Marsh Grassbird

Locustella pryeri [Seebohm 1884, Tokyo, Japan].

[L.p. pryeri] N & E Honshu (Japan). Winters S to Shikoku (Japan).

[L.p. sinensis] Extreme E Mongolia, Heilongjiang, Liaoning & Shanghai (E China) & extreme SE
Russia. Winters in the basin of lower R Chiang Jiang (S Hubei), N Hunan & N Jiangxi (all SE China).
Treated by del Hoyo et al 2006 as Megalurus pryeri.

Other names: Japanese Swamp Warbler, Streak-backed Swamp Warbler, Grass Warbler.
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warbler Locustella pryeri. Molecular Ecology 9(4): 373-375.
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