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New records of pyrenocarpous lichens from 
the NW Caucasus (Russia)

Gennadii Urbanavichus* & Irina Urbanavichene

Abstract: Urbanavichus, G. & Urbanavichene, I. 2013. New records of pyrenocarpous lichens from the NW 
Caucasus (Russia). – Herzogia 26: 123 –129.
20 noteworthy records of pyrenocarpous lichens from the NW Caucasus are listed. Heteroplacidium zamenho-
fianum, Mycomicrothelia atlantica, Thelocarpon sphaerosporum and Verrucaria bernaicensis are recorded for 
the first time from Asia. Seven species are reported for the first time for Russia: Anisomeridium carinthiacum, 
Mycomicrothelia atlantica, Placidium imbecillum, Thelocarpon sphaerosporum, Verrucaria bernaicensis, V. ge-
ophila and V. tristis. Brief taxonomic descriptions, comments, and notes on localities, habitat, substrata and distri-
bution of the species are given.

Zusammenfassung: Urbanavichus, G. & Urbanavichene, I. 2013. Neue Funde pyrenocarper Flechten aus dem 
NW-Kaukasus (Russland). – Herzogia 26: 123 –129.
20 bemerkenswerte Funde pyrenocarper Flechten aus dem NW-Kaukasus werden mitgeteilt. Heteroplacidium 
zamenhofianum, Mycomicrothelia atlantica, Thelocarpon sphaerosporum und Verrucaria bernaicensis werden 
erstmals in Asien nachgewiesen. Sieben Arten stellen Erstnachweise für Russland dar: Anisomeridium carin-
thiacum, Mycomicrothelia atlantica, Placidium imbecillum, Thelocarpon sphaerosporum, Verrucaria bernai-
censis, V. geophila und V. tristis. Wichtige Unterscheidungsmerkmale der Arten und ihre Verbreitung werden 
kurz vermerkt.
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Introduction
In recent years, there has been a substantial increase in the number of lichenological pa-
pers referring to the Caucasus. However, the lichen biodiversity in many regions of the 
Russian Caucasus remains unexplored. Some taxonomic and ecological groups such as 
endolithic and epilithic species from different genera of Verrucariaceae and other pyreno-
carpous lichens have attracted little attention of lichenologists. Until very recently, only 
about 70 pyrenocarpous lichen species have been reported from the Northern Caucasus 
(Barkhalov 1983, Krivorotov 1997, Himelbrant & Kuznetsova 2002, Otte 2005, 
2007a, 2007b, Urbanavichus et al. 2010a, 2010b, 2011). The present paper is a further 
contribution to our knowledge of the lichen flora of the Northern Caucasus, with notes 
on 20 taxa of pyrenocarpous lichens (mainly Verrucariaceae), collected in Kavkazskii 
Zapovednik (Caucasian Biosphere Reserve), Republic of Adygea and Krasnodar Area, 
NW Caucasus.
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